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GAIN IN U.S. CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 
TRAILS RISE IN POPULATION 


(New York) ~ Church membership in the United States is lagging behind 
population growth, according to data compiled by the National Council 
of Churchessg. 


The 1967 Yearbook of American Churches, published this week, shows that 
for the first. time since 1961 the population gain exceeded the rise in 
church membershipe ; 


The council's report is based on official figures from 251 religious 
bodies in the 50 states and the District of Columbias It includes Jews, 
Roman Catholics and Protestants, as well as the Eastern churches, the 
Buddhists and a number of smaller Catholic denominations not affiliated 
with the larger bodies. 


Total UeSe church membership was put at 124,682,422, a gain of lel per 
cent from the 123,307,449 reported a year agoe The new figure does not 
represent current membership but covers for some denominations the 
calendar year 1965 and for others a fiscal year ending in 1965.6 


The Yearbook estimates that the population grew by 1.3 per cent between 
April 1964 and April 19652 


The total membership in religious bodies represents 64.3 per cent of the 
country's population, compared with 64.4 per cent in the previous. com- 
pilation. 


Protestants, including Eastern Orthodox communicants, accounted for 
.695088,183' church members in the latest totaly Roman Catholics num- 
bered 46,246,175 and Jews, 5,600,000. The Eastern churches were listed 
as having 3,172,163 members, while Old Catholics, Polish National 
Catholics and the Armenian Church*s Diocese of America had 483,901. 
Buddhists numbered 92,0004 


Among the Protestants, the Southern Baptist Convention had the greatest 
number of members, 10,770;5732. The Methodist Church was next with 
10;3315574, and the National Baptist Convention, USA, was third with 
Be, 0008 ©. EPS, Geneva 


MOSLEM LEADER ISSUES CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
URGING TOLERANCE 


(Istanbul) ~ "I am praying to God that the anniversary of the birth of 
Jesus may be a day of blessing and joy for the whole of mankind", said 
Iman Ali Riza Hakses, Director of Religious Affairs in Turkey, in the 
first message of its kind broadcast at Christmas. 


"On this occasion I hope with all my heart that Moslems and Christians 
will join hands in efforts to safeguard fraternity, peace and the wel- 
fare of mankind, and that they will go forward in faith along the shining 
path of God", said the Imang 


Athenagoras I, Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, expressed "pro- 
found satisfaction" over the messages, He drew the attention of Christians 
all over the world.to "this find example of Moslem tolerances 


"We are glad", continued the Patriarch, "that’our ideas coincide with 
those of a respected Moslem leader on the need for fostering more charity 
and- mutual respect between Moslems and Christians". This will enable , 
them to consider together "the social problems of our time, to eliminate 

' the spirit of fanaticism and intransigence and to replace it with feelings 
of harmony and peace among men, who are all children of the same heavenly 
Father", e EPS, Geneva 
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INDIAN PROTESTANTS, CaPHOLICS, ORTHODOX 

FORM JOINT EDUCATION BOARD. 

(Tambaram, India) - A Netional, Board of Christian Higher Education, 
uniting 128 Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox colleges in India, was 
constituted at a meeting of principals, or presidents of Christian in 
stitutions held at Madras Christian.College from December 30 to January 5e 


the isc ip aha a Perccabinioai in the siadtle diedap of Spon pees Dee ae ess in 


It climaxed a ee ares ee oe initiated eh the Institute ofS 
ee Sa in The Hague and the Federation of International Insti 
Social and Socio-Religious Research in Brussels, Research had 
directed by Dr. Richard Dickinsons 


in the key-note address Valerian Cardinal Gracias of. Bombay. spoke of a 
threefold orientation for Christian higher education in India: national 
development, educational excellence, and the fostering of moral and 
spiritual valuess Education as a factor in national development was 
elaborated by Dre Malcolm Adiseshai, Devuty Director General of the 
UNESCO in Paris. 


The Chief,Minister of Madras, Mr. M. Bhaktavalsalam, exhorted 
sultation to give more attention to the lack of student discipline 
Indian universitiess. In reply Metropolitan Yuhanon Mar Honky © he 
of the Mar Thoma Church, demanded that the public conduct:of Gover! 
officials and politicians: should set the standard for student auieeee 
Metropolitan Lakdasa de Mel of the Church of India, Burma, Pakis 
Ceylon urged participants to devote greater attention to setting 
dards of excellence for Indian higher education as a whole. 
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Chairman of the conference was Father Paul “fare sonatd associate general 
secretary of the World Council of Churchess Archbishop Angelo 
Fernandez, secretary of the Catholic pape a Ps ace Falk of India, 


ttended throughout, 


Officers of the new National Board of Christian Higher Education ars as 
follows: President - Dr. P.T, Chandy (Anglican), principal of St. John 
College, Agra; General Secretary - Father Theo Mathias, Director of th 
Jesuit Educational Board in New Delhi; -Co-secretary - Dr. David Moses, 
petuct pak of Hislop College in Nagpur, EPS, Geneva 
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EKID—PATRIARCHATE AGREE 

TO HOLD. TALKS 

(Berlin) - Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras has agreed to establish a 
special commission for talks with the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(EKID) .on Christian unity and problems of common interesto, 

The announcement was made by Dr. Kurt Scharf, Bishop of the Evangelical 
Church of Berlin-Brandenburg and ‘chairman of the Council of the EKID, 

on his return from a four-day visit to Istanbul on Patriarch Athenagoras 
invitations 


The commission will be headed by Dro. Adolf Wischmann of EXID's foreign 
offices RPS, Geneva 


a 
~ 


Nos 1 = 12th January, 1967 4 


BIBLE SOCIETIES OPEN TALKS 
WITH VATICAN ON COMMON SORIPPURES 


(Vatican City) - Catholic and Protestant scholars have agreed on methods — 
for producing. a common Bible. Representatives of the Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity met here with an ad hoc committee of the 

United Bible Societies, Presiding over the one-day session were 
Augustin Cardinal Bea and Dr. Laton E. Holmgren, chairman of the Bible 
Societies! Executive Committee. 


Common recommendations on practical procedures were drawn wp and will be 
submitted to both the Holy See and directors of the Bible Societiess 


Recalling that Pope Paul VI had recently urged his secretariat to study 
proposals for a common Bible, Cardinal Bea said: "It does not seem an 
exaggeration to say that the possibility of our. cooperation is one of 
the most important developments in contemporary Christian history." 


Dre Holmgren recalled that in the early days of the Bible Society move- 
ment as many as eight Catholic translations of Scripture had been sanc- 
tioned and distributed by the British and Foreign Bible Society in 
Londons However, he added, "the bright promise of those early days was 
eclipsed by a long period of mutual misunderstanding and mistrust — an 
eclipse that has now, praise God, given way to a bright new dawn". 


Present at the meeting were Bishop J.GeHs. Willebrands, Father Walter Mo 
Abbott, Father B. Wambacq and other biblical scholars. The Bible 
Societies were represented by the Rev. 0. Beguin, Dr. JsH. Watson and 
translation specialists from Europe and the United Statess EPS, Geneva 


LITTLE PROGRESS IN ECUMENISM 


FOUND BY AUSTRALIAN DAILY 


(Sydney) ~ The country!s only national daily, The Australian, has 
charged in an editorial that the message of ecumenism "does not seem to 

have penetrated the fortresses of the major denominations = the Catholics and 
Anglicans", 


Admitting’ that there are a few examples of practical ecumenism, such as 
the Inter-Church Industrial Chaplaincies and the Canberra Inter-Church 
Planning Group, the editorial still finds "very little of essential 
dialogue among Catholics, Anglicans and other Protestantse. 


"Bleak testimony to this is the fact that the joint working group, set up 
by the Catholic Church and the Australian Council of Churches nearly a 
year ago, has not yet mete. Its members haven?t been able to agree even 


on an agenda", according to the editorial, 


The paper said there is "much ballyhoo about ecumenism being a tgrass=- 
roots?. movements Yet when the recent Church and Life Movement (spon- 
sored by the Council of Churches) took place; large numbers of Anglican. 
and Baptist clergy in Sydney refused to let their parishioners partake in 
the lay discussion groups." EPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH THEOLOGIAN LEAVES 
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 


(London) - Charles Davis, a leading British Catholic theologian who 
served. as a peritus or theological expert at the Second Vatican Council, 
in late December announced that he was leaving the churches 


Mr. Davis had been a professor of theology at Heythrop, the Jesuit college 
near Oxford, since 1965 and had edited the "Clergy Review" since 1960. 

His latest book, "God's Grace in History", was prepared before his an- 
nouncemente | 2 


In his statement to the press on December 20, Mr. Davis said: "For me 
Christian commitment is inseparable from concern for truth and for 
peoples I do not find either of these represented by the official 
church. . There is concern for authority at the expense of truth, and IL 
am constantly saddened by instances of the damage done to persons by the 
workings of an impersonal and unfree system." 


He said he finally reached the decision while preparing a paper to be 
delivered at the first official meeting between Anglicans and Roman 
Catholics in Gazzada, Italy. He found himself forced to examine his 
convictions on the papacy and the Roman Catholic Church, and concluded 
that "my general understanding of the Christian Church put me outside 
Roman.Catholicism". 


Mr. Davis summarised the reasons for his action as follows: 


- The Church as institutione "There is simply no firm enough biblical 
basis on which to erect so massive a structure as the Roman Catholic 

claim requires", said Mr. Daviss He termed the church's historical 
development "not the unfolding of a revealed dogma but the misguided ab- 
solutising of a transitory structure's He said the third chapter of the 
Constitution on the Church was dominated by "an excessive stress on in- 
stitutional arrangements of relative valtie" and was spoilt by "an obsessive 
concern to preserve papal power intact". He felt the church more con. — 
cerned "with its ow authority and prestige that with the Gospel message's 


- Two papal dogmas concerning Mary, the Immaculate Conception and the 
Assumption. "No satisfactory account, of dogmatic development has yet 
been. found to explain how these can be part of Christian revelation", 
according to Mr. Daviss. . 

- The dominance of the system over the persone "The institutional 

Church is constantly crushing and damaging people", said Mr. Davis. © "More 
and more it has become for me a vast, impersonal,.unfree, inhuman systems! 
He noted ‘that the Church of Christ is "the visible model and witness of . 
that interpersonal communion amongst men which is the gift ‘of salvatione 
By essence it has to be the model of human relationships and human conm- 
munitye When I see the official church in its structure and activity 

as destructive of genuine human relationships, I can no longer accept i 

as the embodiment of grace." 


) 


~ Postponement of a papal décision on birth controls. It seemed to Mre 
Davis that the Pope should accept his own commission's findings and either 
issue a positive statement noting the changed view or admit there was 
honest doubt about the validity of the traditional positions Instead; 
according to Mr. Davis, "the Pope said there was no state of doubt when 
clearly there is". This shook Mr. Davis! belief in the teaching authority 


of the churche 


In response to a reporter's question as to his future intentions, Mro 

Davis said:* "I have no desire to think in proud isolation as a solitary 
individual;* I want to think in community, to share in a communal enver- 
prise, to subordinate my thought to the mind of the church." He said he 


~ 
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was not joining any other denomination but intended to remain a 
Christian in some form not yet fully thought out. 


"No church seems to present to me the answer to my problem", he statedo 
"I see Christians working together, expressing their Christian Come ie 
mitmentees But the actual churches do not seem to be relevant to thise 
The Christian presence in the world is there in the Church, but it is not 
embodied in the institutional structure of the Church." 


Mr. Davis announced that he plans to marry an American woman, Florence 
Henderson, a former worker in Britain for the Grail International, a 
Catholic woments groups This, he said, had no bearing on his decision 
to leave the church, To marry, it would have been enough to leave 

the priesthood, 


COMMENTS FROM CATHOLIC JOURNALS 


(London) - Roman Catholic reactions to the decision of Charles Davis 
to leave the church have been mixeds. . 


The Catholic Herald was especially critical of the publicity Mr. Davis 
gave his action. An editorial entitled "Goodbye to All That" stated: 


"His departure is, from all points.of view, a cause for sadness, not only 
for the Church, the man himself and those who admired him and his work, 
but because of the inevitable bitterness and exaggeration that invari- 
ably follow such a momentous step." 


Denying that the Davis case was in°’any sense similar to that of John 
Henry Newman (who left the Anglican Church and became a Roman Catholic 
cardinal), the Herald said this was "the type of wild analogy that makes 
sterile by its absurdity any sane discussion of the matters To pre=- 
tend, on the other hand, that Charles Davis was not a Catholic theo- 
logian of the highest order is equally grotesque." 


The Universe did not comment editorially but a regular columnist, Father 
Gordon Albion, said, "the reasons he gives are a complete puzzlemento 
They seem superficial for so profound a thinker, pragmatic and emotive 
rather than doctrinal. His main criticism seems to be of the Church 

as an institution which has become fossilised, and of the remoteness 


of Romes Such remarks might have been made with a certain justifica- 
tion even 10 years agoe They are no longer true today", said Father 
Albions : 


(New York) « The editors of America magazine said in their January 7 
issue that Davis was a "wounded priest", like "many outstanding sons 
of the Church in our day (Teilhard de Chardin is perhaps the classic 
case)." 


The magazine said the priests were wounded by the "institution, .the 
establishment, the bureaucracy, the system, the impersonal forces - forces 
that are at work in every human institution, but assume in the Church 

a tragic and even demonic character by the very fact of the holiness they 
disfigure, the light they dim", 


America acknowledged that when a man like Davis leaves the priesthood, 
the Church is also wounded, It disagreed, however, with the view of 
the Church that Davis presented. "For it is the same Church, the 
official Church (the only one there_is), that both wounds its children 
and heals them, disgusts them and inspires them, scandalizes them and 
gives them the wisdom to bear with scandal." EPS, Geneva 


No. Lk - 12th January, 1966 


— 


SUPPORT FOR ACADEMIC FREEDOM 
COSTS MEXICAN PRESBYTERIAN HIS JOB 


(Morelia, Mexico) = As a concerted protest against Governor Arriaga 
Rivera's efforts: to limit academic freedom and curb the autonomy of 

the University of San Nicholas, university students conducted meetingss. 
marches and finally a general strike. 


Their demonstrations received the support of Dre Nicanor Gomez, a pro- 
minent member of the National Presbyterian Church, and other doctors, 
nurses and staff members of the Presbyterian Hospital heree 


When the army came to the aid of Governor Arriaga Rivera, a number of 
students: were wounded, one was killed and most of the movement's leacers 
went to jaile Dr. Gomez and hospital staff who had upheld the students 
lost their jobs | tbr 


Although political parties of both the left and the right came to the 
students! defence, the churches remained silent. EPS, Geneva 


PUT AN END TO CHURCH SEGREGATION, 
UNITED PRESBYTERIANS URGED 


(New York) -°-The'3.3 million members of the United Presbyterian Church 
in the USA have been asked during the next year to help the denomination 
divest itself of all racial segregation in congregations, judicatories, 
boards and agenciess. 


The plea was contained in a letter from the General Council to all church 
members; printed in the January 1 issue of Presbyterian Lifes It bore 
the signatures of the Rev. Dre Ganse Little, chairman; Dre Theophilus 

M. Taylor, general secretary; and William P. Thompson, stated clerk. 


Attention is-called to the need for full-scale integration in the public 
sphere as well-as in the church's institutional life. In the public 
‘action area these imperatives are cited: desegregation of housing; fre- 
placing slums with decent low-rent housing; creation of far-sighted 
policies and»programmes to. end crime and human degradavion spawned in 
racial ghettos throughout the UeSe 


Within’ the- denomination, churchmembers are urged to work towards: 
calling ministers from Negro and other minority groups ‘%to pastorates or 
“staff in predominantly white congregations; moving beyond token inte- 

gration in congregations, and establishing new congregations in integrated 

communities. — ye 


Also increasing emphasis on evangelism among racial minorities and taking 
steps towards desegregation of neighbourhoods in which United Presbyterian 
churches are located; joining forces with Negro denominations, especi- 
ally in’metropolitan strategy and mission; insuring equal employment 
through employment and investment policiess EPS, -Geneva 


ABBOT OF MONTSERRAT RESIGNS 


(Barcelona) - The Abbot of Montserrat, Dom Aurelio Maria Escarre, an 
outspoken critic of General Franco*s régime, has resigned his post on 
the instructions of the Vatican, Although he had been living in a 
monastery near Milan for two years, he had been nominally in charge of 
~the community at Montserrat, one of the main religious centres of Spaine 


The abbot had been a source of irritation to the government not only 

- because he supported Catalan autonomy and criticised, restrictions placed 
on the Catalan language, but he had attacked the Franco régime for its 
denial of "authentic liberty". et EPS, Geneva 
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PACIFIC COLLEGE COMPLETES FIRST YEAR 
OF .THEOLOGICAL TRAINING 


(Suva, Fiji Islands) - Pacific Theological College completed its first 
year of operation in December with 19 men finishing their first year of 
works Eleven additional students are expected in Februarye 


The college is an offspring of the Pacific Conference of Churchese 
Members of the Anglican, Congregational, Methodist, Presbyterian and 
Reformed churches study and worship together as one familYe 


The college offers two courses of studye For those who have completed 
undergraduate studies, work for the Bachelor of Divinity degree is 
offered. Those with lesser qualifications may work for a diplomas 
Courses in Biblical studies, ethics etc. give particular attention to 


problems of the Pacific area and the languages of the islandse 
j EPS, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL TEAMS ISSUE JOINT MESSAGE 
FOR UNITY WEEK 


(Paris) - The inter-confessional teams responsible for ecumenical 
questions have prepared a joint message to be sent to all churches con- 
cerning Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (January 18-25). It con- 
tains four pointss se 


Will ecumenism get its second wind? Will the impulse generated by the 


Second Vatican Council and studies undertaken by the WCC become buried 
in institutional structures? Or shall we seize the opportunity for 
fresh progress? 


Does prayer for unity commit us? Is the scandal of our divisions 


fully realised in our churches? Do.we seek to bring the dialogue On 
to the level of our parishioners! everyday life? Do we sincerely wish 
to commit our churches and movements to the dialogue? 


Guidance for the Week of Prayera Ecumenical efforts cannot be confined 
to one week in the year but are the fruit of permanent education and 
daily obedience to the Spirit of unity. 


Concerning joint action. To ensure that the week has a lasting effects. 
we must keep in mind the following statements: 


- "Cooperation among all Christians vividly expresses that bond which 
already unites them, and it sets in clearer relief the features of 
Christ the Servant.” (Decree on Ecumenism, Section 12), 


- "We Christian people, wherever we are, are a letter from Christ to His 
worldse.e Christ is the way and therefore we have to walk together wit- 
nessing to Him and serving all men," (Message to the churches, New 
Delhi Assembly). 4 EPS, Geneva 


LEADER OF SPAIN'S PROTESTANTS HOPES 
FOR CHANGED RELIGIOUS CLIMATE 


(Madrid) - "We are optimistic. We hope the Spanish State will grant 
legal recognition to certain minorities that have hitherto been merely 
tolerated", said Pastor Benito Corvillon, President of the Evangelical 
Church in.Spaine Interviewed by the daily paper Pueblo, he stated: 
"Our problem is to know what form religious liberty will takes We. 
dontt want privileges, but we hope we will no longer be treated like 
strangers among our own people." Protestants also want the opportunity 
to maintain their own schools, he saidy 


There are 30,000 Protestants in Spain and 320 churchese EPS, Geneva 
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RUSSIAN BAPTIST LEADER ASKS 
PRAYERS FOR END OF WAR 


(Moscow) =~ Moscow Radio, in a programme beamed at the United States, 
carried a message from one of Russia's top Baptist leaders urging 
prayers for an end to the war in Vietnams 


The message came from the Rev. Alexander Karev, secretary general of the 
All-Union Council of Evangelical Christians (Baptists), who called the 
Vietnamese conflict "this greatest tragedy of our time". 


After extending Christmas Wishes to UeSe Baptists and Americans in 
general, Mre Karev said: 


"The words of peace still remain a wonderful prophecy, a dream of a world 
without weapons or warsa But it depends not only on statesmen to make 
the dream come true; it depends to an even greater extent on the people, 
and on us Christians and the churchese 


"I welcome the call of American Quakers for an immediate cessation of UseSe 
bombing and the beginning of a clearly stated and swiftly phased with- 
drawal of all American troops and weaponse Dear Christian friends, 

pray fearlessly that the New Year of 1967 will see the end of the war in 
Vietnam, this greatest tragedy of our time." EPS, Geneva 


METHODIST-~CATHOLIC TALKS IN THE USA 


(Chicago) - Methodist-Roman Catholic theological dialogue was advanced 
here with a three-day closed session devoted to aspects of "faith", 


About 15 representatives from each group held their second meeting and 
scheduled the third in the series of conversations for June 28-30, 1967. 


Theological papers were presented by Dr. John Deschner, professor at 
Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University in Dallas, 
Texas,’ on "Faith and Good Works", and by Father Robert Quinn, CSP., 
director of adult. education and Christian culture programmes at the 
Paulist Order's Catholic Information Centre in Boston, Masse, on "The 
Nature of Faith". , 


The meeting next June will discuss "The Holy Spirit and the Church". 


Co-chairmen of the recent meeting were Methodist Bishop F. Gerald Ensley, 

chairman of his church's Commission on Ecumenical Affairs, and Auxiliary _ 

Bishop Joseph B, Brunini of the Catholic Diocese of Natchez-Jackson, Misse 
EPS, Geneva 


UNION PARISH PLAN 
TO BE EXPANDED 


(Christchurch, NeZe) - Attitudes of church leaders towards union parishes 
that link adjoining Methodist and Presbyterian churches have changed 
from caution to acceptance. 


Four new parishes, approved by both Methodists and Presbyterians of New 
Zealand, bring to 10 the total number of such congregationse Church 
leaders predict the number will be double by the end of 1967. 


The long-standing negotiations for a union of Methodists, Presbyterians 
and Congregationalists have been widened to include the Anglican Church 
and the Associated Churches of Christ. In the light of this develop- 
ment, local presbyteries have been asked to consider the widest possible 
cooperations EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCH'S HEALING MINISTRY 
70 DH ASSHSSHD AT BAGC CONSULTATION 


(Bangkok) ~ Three issues appear crucial for Christian medical workers in 
Asias They.are the need for mobile Christian medical services; the 
challenge of pioneering in such fields as psychiatric work, care of the 
chronically ill and aged, blood banks and tissue banks, and rural work; 
and the need for commitment and adequate preparation of individual 
Christians whether they serve in church-related institutions or else- 
wheres 


These three issues will furnish the focus of discussion at a Consultation 
on the Church's Healing Ministry in the New Asia, to be hela April 27-30 
‘in Gotemba, near Tokyo. 


Sponsored by the East Asia Christian Conference, the consultation is one 
of a series on new forms of Christian service which began in 1960 at 
Nasrapur and included a Pee at Quezon City, Philippines; Onyangs; 
Korea; Sukabumi, Indonesia; and meetings in 1963 at Madras, Japan and 
Singapdres. BPS, Geneva 


NEW STUDENT MOVEMENT FOR 
SOUTHERN AFRICA PROPOSED 


(Johannesburg) -— An ecumenical student movement for South Africa open to 
all races and churches; including the Roman Catholic, is in prospect as 
the result of a meeting held near here the first part of December, 


A draft constitution for the University Christian Movement of Southern, 
Africa was prepared by 35 persons representing denominational student 
societies, several theological seminaries and colleges, Studenv Christian — 
Movements in South Africa and Lesotho; as well as the Anglican, Methodist, 
Presbyterian, Congregational and Roman Catholic churches in South Africas 


The constitution has now been submitted to denominational student 
societies and other student Christian groups, as well as the appropriate 
church authorities for their approvalo. it is hoped that the new move- 
ment will be formally constituted at a conference planned for early July 
at the Federal Theological Seminary in Alice, 


The University Christian Movement of Southern Africa would grant membere 
ship both to groups and individuals willing to subscribe to its aims. 

It is designed to serve the whole academic community = university staff 
as well as students, Another significant feature is the announced 
desire to include members of all races and churches, 


For 70 years the Student Christian Association of South Africa was the 
only organization bringing together students from different churchess 
The SCA had long been dominated by the Dutch Reformed Church, since more 
than three-fourths of its members belonged to that church, 


At a general council in January 1965 the SCA broke up into four autonomous 
movements organized on racial and linguistic lines. The Afrikaans 
movement has in effect. been absorbed by the youth organization of the 
largest Dutch Reformed churche The English-speaking (European) moves 
ment recently aligned itself with the International Fellowship of. Evan= 
gelical Students. 


Purpose of the UCM, as set forth in the draft constitution, is: ‘to call 
aii members of the academic community to love, trust and hope in Gods 
Fatner, Son and Holy Spirit; to acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Saviour according to the Scriptures; and to be servants and messengers of 
God*s Kingdom in all the world. This purpose is to be carried. out through 
worship, study, service and the struggle for justice, reconciliation end 
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peace, all undertaken as expressions of the unity of all Christians 
and their conoern for both the renewal of the Church and of the society 
in which the Church is called to witness its faith." EPS, Geneva 


URBAN INDUSTRIAL PROBLEMS 
OF LATIN AMERICA EXPLORED 


(Buenos Aires) ~ In this*rapidly expanding city of 8 million people the 
first Latin American consultation on mission in an urban-industrial 
society took place in December. One of several regional meetings initi-~ 
ated by the WCC Division of World Mission and Evangelism, it explored the 
meaning of Christian presence in an increasingly secular worlde Efforts 
were also made to evaluate experimental urban and industrial projects of 
the churches. 


The consultation began with a sociological analysis of urbanization in 
Latin Americas. Then it proceeded to an appraisal of the ecclesiastical 
situation and the churches!: involvement in the larger metropolitan arease 
From this it was evident that the churches have done little to adjust 
their life to an urban society or to engage in relevant outreach to meet 
the challenges of the new situations 


Members of the consultation visited the "villages of misery" where ten 
thousand of those who have drifted into the city from rural_areas live in 
shack town; they heard reports of unrest over working conditions among 
dock workers, then on strike. 


Concrete proposals were drawn up for informing local churches about urban 
problems, and stressing the urgency of a strategy of evangelism and mission 
that will impress itself on the large numbers of urban dwellers who make 

up almost one-third of the continent's populations. 


The Latin American leadership of the consultation was assisted by 

several ecumenical visitors including Dr. Harvey Cox, author of "The 
secular City", and Dre Paul Loffler of the WCC. The meeting was spon- 
sored by the Provisional Commission for Evangelical Unity in Latin 
America and was prepared and directed by its secretary, Dr. Emilio Castro, 


and Carlos Sabanes, head of the Urban Centre in Buenos Airess 
EPS, Geneva 


PATRIARCH ATHENAGORAS CALLS CHURCH LEADERS 
TO STRIVE FOR UNITY 


(Istanbul) - Athenagoras I, Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, 
called upon all Christian.leaders and churches to: strive for Christian 
unityo In his New Year message the Ecumenical Patriarch said in part: 


"The Holy Spirit, which spreads the charisma, summons all to unityo The 
conscience of the Churche,secalls upon the East and the West for this con- 
clusion." 


In celebrating the first Divine Liturgy of the New Year, the Patriarch 
said: "We feel deeply united in prayer with all the faithful who believe 
in Christ, the Incarnate Love of God." He enumerated especially Pope 
Paul; the spiritual leaders of the ancient churches of the East; and 
"leaders of the various Christian denominations dating back to the 
Reformation". He prayed for the salvation, the peace and the welfare of 
the entire world. and for all humanity on this earth, expressing the hope 
that 1967 will be "a milestone on the road to world peace and universal 


justice and equality", EPS, Geneva 
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IN BRIEF 


The Very Reve Sir George Fe MacLeod, “dynamic Scottish Presbyterian’ who 
founded the Iona Community in 19358 and has remained its leader ever ' 
since, was named a life peer of the British realm in Queen Blizabeth's 
New Year Honours Liste Sir George, who is 71, was one aM eis = 
persons given this top honour in the lists He will hold his titles. 
once he has chosen it, until he dies, and it will then die with hime 
On the other hand, the baronetcy which he holds now and which gives him 
the address of "Sir'S is hereditary and will pass to his heire The — 
new honour, which will give him the title of Lord, was bestowed for his 
leadership of the Iona Community. 


* * ¥ 


As ‘noted in EPS No. 36, Dr. Leslie HE. Cooke, director. of the Division of | 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service, was taken i11 while visiving 
Canada at the end of October and was taken to New York for treatments 
Early in December he required a second, relatively minor, operation 

which proved successful However, it is impossible to forecass ew = 
length of time required in the hospital and shereafter for convalescences 


one * ne 


Dr. Marshall McLuhan, communications theorist, has been appoinved 00 uae 
faculty of Fordham University, distinguished Catholic institution in New 
York City. . He has been named to one of five Albert Schweitzer chairs 
in the humanities, established by the state and carrying with it the sum 
of $100,000 a year for salary, research and expenseSe, 


* * * 


The Lutheran Church in Sweden has declared its willingness to add one 
million Swedish crowns to every ten million crowns spent by the babe 
ment for development aide This makes it the leading voluntary contri bus 
tor to such’ programmes, 


* * x 


The Reve Wong Hoon Heé, pastor of the Wesley Methodist Church in Penang, 
Malaya; has become the first Malaysian secretary of the Council of i 
Churches of Malaysia and Singaporeés He succeeds the Rev. Chung Chian,; 
who held the post for seven years, but now returns to Taiwan as personnel 
secretary of the Presbyterian Church of Formosa, acting as liaison beta 
ween the local church and five missionary sending boardse 


* * * 


First buildings ofthe Ecumenical. Social and Industrial Institute in 
Durgapur, India, were dedicated by the Metropolitan of the Church of 
India: (Anglican): and the chairman of the Methodist Church, »© The in- 
stitute trains ministers for urban and industrial arease Js al SEG 
class of nine young men from various parts of India graduated on November 
oe 

* x * 


The number of Protestants and Catholics in West Germany who consider 
themselves regular church-goers dropped from A5% of the total popula- 
tion in 1962.to 39% in 1966, according to the Institute of Applied 
Social Science in Bad Godesberg. Among Protestants the drop was es- 
pecially sharp - from 28% in 1962 to 20% in 19662 


* * oa 
On January 7. four leaders of the Methodist Church of Great Britain signed 
a document in Nairobi, Kenya, legally recognising the independence of the 


Methodist Church in Kenya. The document was delivered to the Very Revs 
Ronald Mnongo, President of that church, 
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The majority of the population in the Federal Republic of Germany are 
in favour of a rapprochement between the Catholic and Protestant con- 
fessions, according to a poll carried out by the Wickert Institute at 
Tubingene Furthermore, 60% of those consulted approve of the movement 
launched by the Second Vatican Council to break down the barriers bet- 
ween Christians. | 


* * * 


The. Vatican has authorised seven Mothers Superior belonging to religious 
orders in the diocese of Hauterive in the Province of Quebec (Canada) 
to administer communion to nuns and lay people in chapels belonging to 
their respective communities if no priest is availablee This permis= 
sion constitutes. an unprecedented: privilege, according to Msgrs 
Gérard Couturier, Bishop of Hauterive. 

x % “ 
A group of Protestant pastors and Catholic priests in Buenos Aires 
recently published a statement urging cessation of the war in Vietnams. 
They appealed "to all men of good will" to seek a genuine peace based 
on justice and.freedom" and urged them_"to make a united effort to 
abolish war, hatred and injustice for all time". ‘The statement came at 
the end of a joint meeting held in the Protestant Faculty of Theology. 


* *% * 


In a letter to all priests in his diocese, Paul-Emile Cardinal Léger, 
Archbishop of. Montreal, drew attention to "the apostolic and pastoral 
advantages of celibacy for the clergy". However, he acknowledged that 
"it is permissible to ask whether this institution, in the form in which 
it exists in the Western Church, could not be re-examined". Referring 
to those who had left the priesthood, the Cardinal added:. "they are 
still our brothers. Moreover going back does not always mean being 
disloyal, and the Church itself is more understanding today and more 
concerned about preventing people from making a wrong choice." 


* * * 


Eleven ancient Christian churches in Laibela, northeast Ethiopia, will 
be restored through joint efforts of the International Foundation for 
Monuments and a government committee under the patronage of Emperor 
Haile Selassie. The churches are believed to date from the year 1,000. 
Carved out of rock, they are still in fairly good condition, and have 
been the centre of Christian pilgrimages for many centuriese The re- 
storation work will further preserve them as religious shrineso 


* oe * 


"A Man for All Seasons", a motion picture based on Sir Thomas More, a 
sixteenth century British statesman and Catholic martyr, won four of 
the six annual awards presented by the New York Film Criticse. First 
film ever to receive four prizes, it was cited as the best picture of 
the yeare Other awards went to its director, Fred Zinnemann; its 
star, Paul Schofield; and its scriptwriter, Robert Bolt. Major 
portion of "A Man for All Seasons" deals with the trials of Sir Thomas 
More in the reign of King Henry VIII. Sir Thomas served in Parliament 
and was Privy Councilor, speaker of the House of Commons and Lord 
Chancellor. He was tried, found guilty and finally beheaded. in 1535 
after he refused to support the king on the matter of royal divorce. 


* * 5 
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Churches in the Midwestern U.S. are collecting food in hopes of sending 
300,000 pounds to the Mississippi Delta where the declining cotton 
labour market has resulted in high unemployment. Backers of the drive 
estimate 800,000 people will not have enough food this wintere They 
attribute unemployment in the area to farm mechanisation, chemical weed 
killers, reduction in cotton acreage and participation in civil rights 
activitye The bulk of the Delta poor are.Negro, but the food will be 
distributed to all those in needs Taking part in the food collection 
are the Disciples, Church of the Brethren, United Presbyterian Church, 
Protestant Episcopal Church and the United Church of Christ. 


* * * 


A United Church of Canada publication, The Observer, has called upon 
Pope Paul VI to make an early decision on birth-control. An editorial 
entitled "Paul Diddles While Rome Burns" said that if Roman Catholics 
were the only ones affected by a papal decision, Protestants might be 
restrained in their criticism. It held that around the world Catholic 
influence hindered programmes on birth controle ",seovast numbers of 
illiterate, hungry, impoverished people who are Catholic continue to 
suffer deprivation because Pope Paul hesitates to use the immense pres~- 
tige of his office to forge a new moral consensus for the world", the 
Observer chargede 


* * * 


The Australian Council of Churches! Christmas Bowl appeal raised over 
A$335,000 for development work in Asia countries. This was some 
$100,000 more than the total last year, The aid programme includes 
refugee relief, the development of natural resources, medical assistance 
and educational works 


* * * 


The demand that South Africa's government end the "torture and in- ’ 
humanity created by devilish race classification laws" has been made by 
the Reve I.D. Morkel, moderator of the Calvin Protestant Church of 
south Africas Mr.e Morkel founded his church after breaking away from 
the Dutch Reformed Church in 1950z. He differed with the Reformed 
Church!s support of apartheid (racial segregation). © The Calvin 
Protestant Church today has 18,000 members, mostly coloured, and the 
Majority of them are also former Dutch Reformed memberse 


* Bate * 


The World Conference on Church and Society in Geneva was the top 
-religious event of 1966 "because it expressed the concern of the Churcn 
for the needs of the world, especially on the part of laymen", according 
to Dre Stanley I, Stuber, director of Association’ Presso  . 
Phe. x EPS, Geneva 
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"FIRST STEPS TO UNITY" 
TAKEN BY ANGLICANS/CATHOLICS 


(Gazzada, Italy) - Official representatives of the Roman Catholic 
and the Anglican churches "have taken the first since towards skate Wd 
full unity after 400 years.of separation". 


This statement was contained in a joint communiqué issued by the pre- 
paratory commission following its meeting January 9 to 13 in Villa 
Cagnola near Milanese The commission was set up as a result of talks 
between Pope Paul VI and Archbishop Arthur Michael Ramsey in Rome in 
March 1966.6 


"Why is Anglican-Roman Catholic Dialogue Possible Today?" was the sub- 
ject of two papers presented to the commission by Dr. John Moorman, . 
Bishop of Ripon, and Bishop Jan Willebrands, secretary of the Vatican's 
Secretariat for Christian Unity. 


Father Michael Richards of Ste Edmund's College, Ware, England, vi 
Dro Eugene Ro Fairweather of Trinity College, Toronto, discussed "Where 
Should Dialogue Begin?" 


The communiqué said that. "free and frank" discussion was held on 
several topicse These included "the relation of the Church to the 
Gospel?s* authority and» comprehensiveness, intercommunion, and the place 
of the Virgin Mary in. Christian theology and devotion". 


The group recommended the forming of a special commission to study the 

theology of marriage and its application to mixed marriagese This was 
one of the issues singled out by the Archbishop of Canterbury as being 

particularly thorny. 


Besides thoroughly exploring questions as to both the possibility and 
advisability of continuing the dialogue, the joint group delved into 

a variety of practical problems and agreed to submit to their hierar- 
chies*'a number of recommendations aimed at easing tension and building 
cooperation and understandings 


According to the communiqué, "the conference was held in an atmosphere 
of daily prayer together and each delegation, having celebrated the 
Eucharist according to its own rite, attended the rite of the other". 


The World Council of ‘Churches was represented by an observer, Father 
Paul Verghese, associate general secretaryo EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN CHURCH DELEGATION 
TALKS WITH HO CHI MINH 


(Rome) ~ The first condition of any peace negotiations in Vietnam is a 
halt in the American ‘bombing, Ho Chi Minh, the President of North 
Vietnam, told the first western church delegation he has talked to 
since taking power in 1954. 


He spoke in his Hanoi residence with members of a German delegation 
from the “Organization for ‘aid to Vietnam", which included Dr. Martin 
Niemoller, former president of .the Church.of Hesse-Nassau, Georg 
Hussler, secretary-general in Germany of the Roman Catholic welfare 
organization Caritas; Egon Franz Lutz, ‘a journalist; and Walter Diehl, 
an interpreter, 


The delegation passed through Rome January 13 on its way to Frankfurt. 
At the airport, Dr. Niemoller. reported that they had been able to move 
freely around Hanoi and the surrounding areas The high point of the 
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trip was the interview with the North Vietnam President, which he said 
lasted for an hour and a half. 


Dre Nieméller said: "The meeting was carried out in complete franknessSe 
Ho Chi Minh was very open and friendly. 


"One thing is clear: the President of North Vietnam is not a fanatice 
He is a very strong. and determined man, but capable of listening, some- 
thing that is very rare for a person in his positions 


"Ho Chi Minh did not have any mental reservations when he talked about 
the Vietnam situation and his meaning was clears The Americans must 
leave Vietnams When they have, the rest will be very easyo The 
first premise for any negotiation is that the bombardments ceaseo Only 
then will it be possible to speak openly about the famous four points 
(made by Hanoi) and agree on other peace terms. 


"The desire for peace of Ho Chi Minh and all North Vietnamese is ob- 
vious, but they will continue their fighting as long as the bombardments 
continue." : 


Dr. Niemoller said that the delegation had been in North Vietnam about 
a week te meet Vietnam Red Cross representatives and similar organi» 
zations so they could take home reports on how DM 380,000 ($95,000) 
which the German relief organizations have sent there are being spento 
They also inquired about the need for further aide BPS, Geneva 


CAPE TOWN PAPER SUGGESTS 
RHODESIA ABANDON UsDele 


(Johannesburg) - The suggestion that Rhodesia consider abandoning its 
unilateral declaration of independence (U.D.Ie) was contained in an 
editorial published the week of December 24 by. the Burger, the Nationalist 
newspaper in Cape Towne 


The newspaper said: "We suggest that Rhodesians should ask themselves 
whether UeDele has not become an empty shell » something which could 
have had its uses, but which in the time ahead can become more and more 
of a hindrance." 


The editorial also says that Rhodesia'ts insistence that she is an in- 
dependent state has become an embarrassment to her best friendse 


"Was UseDele, and more important, is it now, really indispensable for the 
defence of the Rhodesian position?", asked the Burgere It cannot be 
denied, says the editorial, that the declaration had enormous symbolic 
meaning and psychological effects 


"On the other hand it did not have the expected results outside", said 
the newspapers “Independence has not been gradually accepted inter- 
nationally and the chances that it will be recognised by even a single 
state in the world in the present and expected circumstances are negli~ 
gible. 


"Normal economic relations’with her become less defensible if she © 
maintains that she is a sovereign state." 


The Burger says that a return to the constitutional forms of November Lo, 
1965 does not mean a return to defenceless ‘subordination to. Britains 
EPS, Geneva 
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END OF DRAFT EXEMPTION FOR MINISTERS 
PROPOSED BY NeAe PRESBYTERIANS | 


(Memphis) ~ Representatives of 13 Reformed and Presbyterian Churches in 
the United States, Canada and the Caribbean have urged that automatic 
exemption from military service for ministers and theological students 
be abolished, 


Clergy and ministerial candidates should be treated "similarly to all 
professional personnel", according to a resolution adopted here 

January 11 by the North American Area Council of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churchess The proposal was adopted by a large majority votee 


The group also called for legislation permitting conscientious objection 
to military service on philosophical or moral grounds, not just reli- 
giouse It sought permission for young men to object to particular 

wars or specific military action, and for conscientious objectors to 

be assigned to the Peace Corps or domestic service projects not related 
to the militarye 


The Council also voted a resolution urging the U.S.e, North and South 
Vietnam to abide by United Nations arbitration of the war, and to rely 
on the UeNe to enforce the settlement by an international peace forceée 


The Council heard Dr. James Ie McCord, president of Princeton Theolo- 
gical Seminary and North American Area Secretary of the Council, pre- 
dict that a national Protestant church will be established in the U.Se 
before the end of the century. 


At the same time he noted that progress toward church union is even 
more rapid in Asia and Africa, where denominational patterns were im-= 
posed by Western missionariess "Tt may be up to them to break the 
pattern and show us the way out", he saids 


Dre Marcel Pradervand, WARC genéral secretary, reported on the work of 
the Alliance during 1966, #Named chairman of the area council for the 
coming year was Dre Albert Je Kissling of Jacksonville, Florida 

. _ EPS, Geneva 


CREDIT FOR SOUTH AFRICA 
OPPOSED BY UeSe CHURCH GROUPS 


(New York) - Dre Arthur Flemming, president of the National Council of 
Churches, has called on officials of two New York banks to oppose re- 


newal of a $40 million revolving credit for the Republic of South Africas 


He sent the appeal to David Rockefeller, president of Chase Manhattan 
Bank, and Walter Be Wriston, executive vice-president of First National 
CitYe Both banks are members of a 10- bank consortium reportedly cone 
sidering renewal of the credite 


In his letter Dr. Flemming expressed the "deep conviction" that a 
business transaction of this kind "cannot. be separated from its ethical 
implications bearing upon the policy of apartheid maintained by the 
South African Government, 


Earlier Methodist-missions officials had sent a similar appeal to First 
National City, Chemical Bank N.Y. Trust Co., Inving Trust and Morgan 
Guaranty Trust Coe United Presbyterian officials also protested the 
credit renewal to First National City, Chase Manhattan, Bankers Trust 
and Chemical Banks ©: ‘EPS, Geneva 
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VATICAN ESTABLISHES LAY COUNCIL, 
COMMISSION oN JUSTICE, PEACE 


(Vatican City)n- Pope Paul VI has established a Pontifical Commission 
for the Study of Justice and.Peace to make the Catholic world more 
aware of the problems involved in achieving these goals, and a 
Council on the Laity to promote the lay apostolate in the Church and 
worlds 


The two offices were set up ina motu proprio entitled "Cattolicam Ye 
Christi Ecclesiam", dated January 6 and just released by the Vatican. 
A motu proprio is.a document drawn up, issued and personally signed by 
the Pope on his own initiative, and generally deals with administrative 
matterse 


Both the commission and the council will have their headquarters in z 
Rome and will be headed by Maurice Cardinal Roy, Archbishop of Quebece 
The two groups will also have a common vice-president, Mgr. Alberto 
Castelli. 


In particular the Council on the Laity will promote the lay apostolate 
at the international level and provide for its coordination and ins 
creasing integration in the general apostolate of the Church, maintain 
contact with the apostolate at the national level, act as a place of 
meeting and dialogue between the hierarchy and the laity and between 
different forms of lay activity, promote international congresses for 
the lay apostolate, foster the faithful observance of the ecclesiase- 
tical laws concerning the laitys 


The pontifical commission's aim "will be to arouse the people of God 
to full awareness of its mission.at the present time seeto promote the 
Progress of poor nations and encourage international social JUSTICCeee 
to help underdeveloped nations to work for their own development". 


In particular the commission will gather and Synthesize documentation 
On the major scientific and technical studies in the field of develop 
ment in all-its aspects; and also concerning peace, in so far as it 
raises problems which g° beyond those of developments 


As secretary of the laity organization the Pope appointed the Rt. Revs 
Achille Glorieux of France. Vice secretaries are two lay pexsons: 
Miss Rose-Mary Goldie of Australia and Vyacheslav de Habicht of Poland. 
For the Commission on Justice and Peace the secretary is Mgr. Joseph 
Gremillion of the United States, The group includes two women: ‘ 
Barbara Ward (Lady Jackson) of Great Britain and Mrs. Marga Klompé 

of the Netherlands, . EPS, Geneva 


BAPTIST PASTOR BRINGS CONSTITUTIONAL CHARGE 
AGAINST CHILEAN MINISTER OF EDUCATION 


(Santiago) - A Baptist minister, the Rev. José Giordano Cavagnino, has 
presented to Chile's Senate constitutional charges against the Minister 
of Public Education, Juan Gomez Millas? 


Criticism was voiced of the latter's role in implementing a law passed 
last May which makes Roman Catholic religious instruction compulsory 

in all public schools. Pastor Giordano declared that the law does un= 
told moral damage to "thousands and thousands of children in whose 


homes a religion other than the Roman Catholic is practisedlt, 
bain . EPS, Geneva 
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HARASSMENT OF CHURCHES 
REPORTED IN CUBA 


(Washington, DC.) -- Continued harassment of Cuban churches “is reported 
by Je De Douglas, British editorial representative of Christianity Toca: 9 
who spent a week in Cuba “getting a first-hand look at how churches fare 
under Castro". His report appears in the January 6 issue of the U. So 
fortnightly. 


"The harassment: continues more subtly than in 1965", says Mr. Douglas; 
"when. 53. Baptists were arrested simultaneously. -Thirty-four of them — 
were, brought to trial and sentenced for a variety of offences, from 
espionage. to ‘twisting biblical texts for the purpose of ideological 
diversionism'", 


He cites. the following as evidence: churches cannot build; ‘theolo- ~ 
gical, students are! whisked away to: military service or to work Camps; 
unbelievers have been) knowm-+to attend a church service, stand up at a 
given moment and sing the national anthem, then accuse those who do 
not join in of disrespects According to Mre Douglas, "a few pastors 
have become firm Fidelistas trusted by the régime, and.their,) sermons 
and Other utterances are considered to be political propaganda rather 
than’ Christian MESSAZCS" « 


In another account.published in The Christian, of which he is editor, 
Mrs Douglas.criticised) an interview given by Cel. Itty, associate 
secretary of.the» WCC Department on Laity, upon his return from a visit 
to Cuba (EPS Noe 38/1966). Said Mr. Douglas: 


"I do not question the integrity of WCC observers. They have reported 
something.of what they) have seen. They are, nevertheless, committed 
to following/a’ certainoprocedure which in this case ensures that their 
ministerial-hosts> im Cuba are those who in some degree have come to 
terms with the régime — and are concerned to exhibit its.most favour=— 
able aspectSee.e Ecumenical observers may report what they themselves 
have seen, but they ought not to generalise on this,e" EPS, Geneva 


NUMBER OF BIBLES SHIPPED TO RUMANIA 
IS ON THE INCREASE 


(London) = The general secretary of the British and. Foreign Bible 
Society reports it is "able to send scriptures into Rumania,despite 
the occasional fluctuations in the official climate". 


Ho Ms. Arrowsmith said: "A few years ago the Bible Societies ‘were sending 


into Rumania 2y000 Bibles per annum. Now, however, the total is nearer 
20,000 and there are, in fact, 20,000 Rumanian Bibles now being printed 
in Londone warlier this year 3, 000 Bibles were supplied from Eastern 


Germany to the Cerngn ieee s ola ds in the Transylvanian area or 
Rumania," 


The Bible Society official gives additional data on Eastern Europes 

He says, "13,000 New Testaments have just been published in Prague 

and 20,000 Czech Bibles are now on the press there. This printing is 
on paper supplied by the Bible Society from abroads 


"Similarly, 20,000 Bibles have been printed in Hungarian this year on 
paper sent by the Bible Society movement in the weste Some 50,000 
copies of the New Testament, in a Polish-language version, have been 
published in London and were sent to Poland in October." EPS, Geneva 
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DOMINICAN BLAMES WCC 
FOR IGNORING DIFFERENCES “ 


(Paris) - One of the obstacles to unity that Christians will continue 
to encounter in 1967 is the desire for joint participation in the 
Eucharist irrespective of confession or church membershipe The pre» 
diction was made by Father Ce Jo Dumont, a Dominican who directs the 
Istina Centre, which specialises in Roman Catholic-Orthodox relationse 


In an interview printed in the Paris daily Le Figaro, Father Dumont 
charged that this desire for intercommunion, especially among young 
Christians, is "based on confused thinking due largely to the current 
ideology of the World Council of Churches". This body, said Father 
Dumont, seems to think that "in order to effect unity one need merely 
disregard anything which prevents the expression of unity". 


Among other obstacles to unity Father Dumont cited the "de-mythologizing" 
of Rudolf Bultmanne This, he said, tends to undermine. the historical 
basis of the major events recorded in the Gospels, such as the Virgin 
birth and the resurrection of Christe He also listed the "secularisation" 
movement which "has reduced Christianity to a philosophy of universal 
charity and good works", 


Praising the "quiet perseverance and courageous initiatives" of Patriarch 
Athenagoras, Father Dumont held that these have not been followed up by 
other Orthodox churches, The latter are afraid.of becoming "assimilated 
on the religious level", he. saide "In order to resist, they.keep their 
separate identity and often put up an opposition which is not justified 
by the actual differences." 


The problem for Anglicans is that the Catholic Church does not recognise 
the validity of Anglican ordination, said the Dominicans EPS, Geneva 


BRITISH STUDENTS "BESEECH" CHURCHES 
TO ACT ON COMMON COMMUNION 


(London) = The general secretary of the British Student Christian 
Movement, David Head, took the occasion of the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity to communicate "the impatience of many young people 
who recognise that prayer itself is action and involves decision 
making". 


In a letter to The Guardian he reported on a conference organised by 
the SCM at Swanwick, which drew 360 students including Roman Catholics, 
Anglicans, Protestants, and others with no church allegiances 


"Many were deeply distressed because they could not follow the shared 
new year celebrations with a united Christian celebration of Holy 
Communion", he statese In protest they organised a fast in place of 
breakfast and a silent protest meeting while the communion service was 
being helde 


A resolution andfted by the whole conference and sent to 20 church 
leaders in Britain and Ireland said: "The conference has explored all 
the possibilities of common’ Eucharistic worship which we could imagine 
when we took seriously the discipline of our various denominations, and 
asks the churches to recognise that we found none adequateese We theres 
fore beseech you to go beyond your present endeavoursee.s For the sake of 
God and man we beg you to-acte" 


The resolution ended, "each of us is divided between loyalty to Christ, 
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identification with mankind, and allegiance to tradition". 


David Head concludes his letter: "Is this the open wound out of which 
we say our prayers for unity, and what can be done now to offer the | 
Sacrament of unity to a divided world which is already held together in 
Christ?" EPS, Geneva 


CONCEPT OF TRUTH TERMED ORTHODOX 
CONTRIBUTION TO DIALOGUE 


(Philadelphia) - "The relative helplessness of Rome to cope with the 
great ferment. of our times gives a particular importance to the dialogue 
between the Orthodox and the Roman Catholics", according to an editorial 
appearing in The Orthodox Church, publication of the Metropolitan 
Council of the Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church of Americas 


"I+ has always been the clear position of the Orthodox Church", says : 
the editorial, "that error is to be combated not by external authority, 
but by the Truth itself, and that Truth is not anybody's monopoly, but 
is known by. those who care for It, who struggle for It, who are 
concerned, and not indifferento. 


"This is why the Orthodox understanding of Truth excludes both rela- 
tivism and fanaticism: in Christ, through the Holy Spirit, the Truth 
is a living reality in the Church. It cannot be simply ‘kept! or 
simply ‘lostt; it is alive, and one has to encounter it." 


This, says the editorial, is the conception of Truth that the Orthodox 
who are involved in dialogue with both Rome and Protestantism are "to 
defend both against Roman authoritarianism and the modern cynical dis- 
belief in the very existence of Truth",. 


The editorial, entitled "Dialogue with Rome", is signed by Father John 
Meyendorff, Hditor. : Z EPS, Geneva 


EPISCOPAL BISHOP NAMES 
GROUP TO ADVISE ON THEOLOGY 


a York) - Theological controversies within the Episcopal Church 
UeSe), provoked in part by the heresy charges made against the Reve 
James A, Pike, the resigned Bishop.of California, will be considered 
by a committee of bishops, priests, laymen and a theologian not an 
Episcopalians: 


Presiding Bishop John E, Hines appointed the committee to consider 
theological issues raised today, the scope of freedom in the Church. 7 
as well as limits, and the nature of heresy in light of the compiex 
relationships between faith and scientific knowledges. 


The Presiding Bishop indicated he would use the committee's findings 

to clarify issues on which there have been misunderstandinge in 
addition the House of Bishops has called for a committee to explore the 
need for a council of renewal within the Church, and the findings might 
be a resource for ite. 


Among those named to the committee were Bishop Stephen F. Bayne, 
Professors John M. MacQuarrie and Albert T. Mollegen, Dre Paul Se 
Minear (a member of the United Church of Christ), and Louis Cassels, 
religion editor of United Press Internationals. . EPS, Geneva 
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FINNISH CHURCHMEN FIND 
"JUST WAR" OBSOLETE 


(Vaasa, Finland) = The most important task for Christian social ethics 
today is to work out a "doctrine of peace" for the Church, said Pastor 
Eski Rintala, a Lutheran, addressing the 23rd Finnish Kirchentag held 
hereg, For centuries theology had confined itself to examining whether 
a particular war was "just" or note Even then it never reached any 
definite conclusions, so that it was left largely to the personal 
decision of the individual, In some Cases, said Rintala, even a war 

of aggression was regarded as "a just war", 


Today, however, these concepts are completely inadequate for the Church; 
the question of war and peace is the question of life and deaths. 
Christian social ethics must define its position with absolute clarity 


at long last. 


The Kirchentag was attended by approximately 1,000 delegates from all 
Over Finland, Prominent speakers were Finland's President Urho 
Kekkonen and Dr. André Appel, general secretary of the Lutheran World 
Federations Speaking on "Finland amid the tension between East and “ 
West", President Kekkonen expressed the view that German problems should 
be solved "with adequate regard for the security of the Soviet Union 


and of the other states concerned". 


Dre Appel urged Christians to be prepared to assume responsibilities in 
the state, in the light of their faith. "Because Christ's message o- 
peace applies to all men, it is not confined to individuals; its in- 


tention is to bring peace to the whole of mankind", he saide 
EPS; Geneva 


RECORD DONATIONS TO CHURCH CAUSES REPORTED 


(Atlanta) - Benevolence contributions by members of the Presbyterian 
Church.in the U.S» (Southern) reached an all-time high in 1966 and 
exceeded the denomination's budget for the first time in its lLO5-year 
historye 


The $8,461,007 total represents a 3% increase over 1965. 


The response was termed an indication of confidence in the church's 
new stewardship programme now in its first year of operations The 
programme functions through a central treasurer, who receives benevo- 
lence funds and apportions them to the church's boards and agencies in 
the U.S. and abroad. 


The 950,000—member denomination has 4,008 churches in 16 south- 
eastern and southwestern statese EPS, Geneva 


COMMUNICATIONS FUND FOR ASIAN 
CHURCHES APPROVED 


(Bangkok) - The creation of an Asian Development Fund for Communications 
was approved by the East Asia Christian Conference Continuation Committee 
at its recent meeting in Hong Kong. Its purpose would be to promote 
regional initiatives in the field of literature and audio-visualse 


Part of the fund would be used to strengthen the work of Asian churches 
producing "simple" literature, and would make possible the holding o= 
institutes and workshops for Christian writerso It would also assist 
those national councils that have publishing houses to improve hese 
quality and reach a self-sustaining basiss EPS, Geneva 
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NEW FIGURES ON CZECH THEOLOGICAL STUDENTS 


(Geneva) - A further report from Prague gives additional figures on 
the number of theological students in Czechoslovakia curiae 1966- of 
-(EPS Nos 36/1966). 


At the Comenius Faculty of Peete stant *neoreey total enrollment 

was 51 students: . 21 of the Evangelical Church of the Czech Brethren 
(including five. women), 15 of the Reformed Church of Slovakia, four 
Baptists, four Adventists, one Methodist, one Unity of Czech Brethren 
and five foreignerss 


At the Slovak Faculty of Lutheran Theology at Bratislava there were 38 
students of whom 36 were Lutherans. and two were Baptists. 


At John Hus Faculty of the Czech Church in Prague, 37 students. Faculty 
of the Orthodox Church at Presov (Slovakia), 55 students, EPS, Geneva 


RHODESIA’ DROPS SUPPORT 

FOR .CHURCH SCHOOLS 

(Salisbury) - In the future the Rhodesian Government will not subsidise 
church-operated elementary schools for African childrens. And only 
local officials will have the right to erect new schools, according to 
a new ruling issued by the Smith régimes 


Existing schools will be affected particularly by the loss of govern- 
ment subsidies for teachers! salaries. The churches had always 
supplied building and operating costse 


Rhodesia'ts school system has been based almost entirely on mission 


schools with 86% of the country's children enrolled in these institutions. 


EPS, Geneve 


DRe NIEMOLLER HAILED ON 75th ANNIVERSARY 


(Frankfurt) - Saluting Dr. Martin Niemoller on the occasion of his 75th 
birthday, the German magazine Stimme der Gemeinde devoted an entire . 
issue to the distinguished churchman, one of the six WCC presidents. 
Included are tributes from a number of church leaderse 


Dre Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, devoted his letter to 
discussing the peace of the world, a subject close to Dre Niemgller's 
mind and hearte A 


"No Christian dares to be a spectator in these days when the nations . 
press their interests and ideologies against each other as if the world 
were not on the very brink of self-destruction", said Dr, Blake. 


Seeking to define the position that a Christian "must take today with 
regard to war", Dr. Blake poses several questions, in deference to Dre 
Niemoller's experience and "costly involvement" in this area. 


"Ts it not the primary duty of every Christian to make a first order of 
priority the understanding and elimination of the basic causes of war > 
namely injustice, tyranny, self-centeredness and greed?", Dr. Blake askse 


"Is it not the primary duty of every Christian to influence the churches 
to contribute to the establishment of a world-wide community of justice, 
freedom, love and peace?", he asks,’ 


Other questions refer to°the need to guard against identifying any 
nation's war aims with the will of God, to be personally involved in the 
making of peace, and to remember that.neither comfort nor survival can 
be the ultimate aim of the Christian, 


(more) 
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The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dre Michael Ramsey, recalled Drs 
Niemoller's "courageous witness for the truthsof the Christian Gospel" 
given both to the world and the Churche. "For over 30 years he has 
spoken uncompromisingly and prophetically..s.swhenever he has seen the 
Christian faith denied or misrepresented in theological and personal 
issues or in social or political situations", stated the Archbishops 


Other greetings came from Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, from F 
Archbishop Iakovos of New York, from Bishop Andrej Wantula of Poland, 
Sir Francis Ibiam of Nigeria and Metropolitan Nicodim, director of the 
Foreign Department of the Russian Orthodox Churchs The latter paid 
tribute to the German churchman as "a defender of truth, peace and 
Christian unity". 


In a telegram of personal greetings, Dre We As Visser tt Hooft, 
retired general secretary of the WCC, addressed Dr. Niemoller as a man 
who "fought in Christ's name for a human world", A 


The Church Board of Hesse~Nassau gave a reception attended by leading 
Protestants and representatives of the Roman Catholic Church, the WCC 
and the Prague Peace Conferences EPS, Geneva 


JAPAN'S PUBLICATION BOOM 
HELD CHALLENGE TO CHURCH 


(Tokyo) ~ A ministry to Japanese intellectuals is proposed in the latest 
issue of Kyodan News Letter, publication of the United Church of Christ 
in Japane 


“We must give top priority to a renewal of the Churchts ministry to 
the university world - gateway to intellectual life - and beyond that, 
to a long-range ministry to that vital segment of this nation, the 
intellectuals", the bulletin stated, 


A "publication boom" is currently being experienced in Japan, the 
bulletin said. Some 42 million newspapers are distributed at the rate 
of 2.3 per family; 283 million books, 424 million monthlies and 565 
million weeklies were gold in 1965.6. While some of this material is 
"definitely lowbrow", the bulletin states that "the top half-dozen : 
magazines tailored for intellectuals have circulations in the millions". 


This "constitutes a massive force in the life of the nation which the — 
church can overlook only at its own peril", says the articles. 


Three major areas call for "renewed Christian evaluation and efforts 
First "we must examine the quality and methods of producing specifically 
Christian literatures 


"Secondly we must ask how well informed and how deeply involved we are 
in the social forces that have fostered this rich atmosphere of avid 
reading, and in the ideas and values expressede 


finally we-must commit ourselves to the tasks of rethinking the entire 
Christian economy of resources ~- men, money and institutions - in terms 
of this overall academic presence in the national lifee" EPS, Geneva 


n IN BRIEF 

The honorary degree of Doctor of Theology has been conferred on Dro 

We Ae Visser 4+ Hooft, for many years general secretary of the WCC, by 
the Catholic University of Louvain in Belgiums The presentation will 
take place February 2 in Louvaine 


% % x 


s 
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Dre Kathleen Bliss, a member of the WCC Executive Committee, was com- 
mended by the Bishop of London, Dre Robert Stopford, as she retired on 
completing nine years as. general secretary of the Church of England 
Board of Nducatione As the first secretary of the then newly estab-— 
lished board coordinating the work of five different councils Dre Bliss 
"had a pioneer job of the utmost importance", said the Bishops "Her 
gifts enabled her to set standards of educational and theological. 
thinking which will influence the board's policy for a long time", he 
Saide Her influence has been felt not only in church circles but in 
the wider fields of education, said Dr. Stopford. 

| ee . 
The Catholic publishing house Vozes in. Brazil has issued a book by 
North American Protestant theologian Richard Shaull and a volume by the 
Swiss Protestant scholar Pierre Furter as part of its series on "Open 
Questions". Shaull's work is a theological analysis of TevOL wees and 
Furter's book deals with problems of educations 


s 


Fe A ee IE 


Worship, the Catholic liturgical réview published in Collegeville, 
Minnesota, has named a Congregational minister and a Russian Orthodox 
archpriest as associate editorss Profe Horton Davies of Princeton 
University and Very Rev. Alexander Schmemann, dean of Ste Vladimir's 
Orthodox Theological Seminary will contribute to the programme of ecu= 
menical cooperation in liturgical research, which is one purpose of 
the journals The magazine is,published by the Benedictines of Ste 


John's Abbeys 
¥ * * 


The Church of England faces a shortage of about 3,000 clergymen by the 

‘end of 1968, according to the Church of England Year Book for 1967e. 

The Year Boak also reported a continuing decline in active adult lay 

membershipe Thus Baster communicants in 1964 (this figure is recorded 

only every two years) numbered 13957,000 against 2,158,000 in 19624 

Numbers on parish electoral rolls dropped over the two years from 
29790000 to 2,730,000. 


*- * * 


A Protestant theologian and sociologist from Madagascar; Dre Aubert 
Rabenoro, has been named to the sociology faculty of the University of 
Chile, Santiagos Profs Rabenoro has specialised in problems faced by 
Christians, |churches and missions in countries of the developing worlds 
He was previously director of the research laboratory of the Centre of 
Social Psychiatry in Parise 

* x 
Roman Catholic and Coptic Christians in Egpyt will celebrate Easter on 
the same date this year - the first time since the reform of the calen« 
dar in 1583 .by Pope Gregory XIII. They will observe the date fixed 
by the Orthodox Church, As a result of the Decree passed by: the Second 
Vatican Council concerning the Eastern Churches, the same will apply to 
the 170,000 Catholics of different rites in Egypte. 


| x * 
Methodist Bishop Ivan Lee Holt, a pioneer in the movement for Protestant 
unity, died in Atlanta, Georgia (USA) on January 12 at the age of 81. 

A president of the World Methodist Conference, as well as the Federal 
Council of Churches in the 1930's, Bishop Holt in his Greenwich Plan in- 
visioned a united Protestant church on four levels - local, diocesan, 
regional and nationals He proposed to start with denominational mer- 
gers beginning with the Methodist and Episcopal churches. He was a 
member of the WweCts: Central Committee from Arsterdam to Evanston © 
Assemblies, - . EPS, Geneva 
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WCC APPEAL TO AID RESETTLEMENT 
OF NIGERIAN REFUGEES 


(Geneva) - In response to a request from the Nigerian churches, a special 
appeal for $140,000 (£15,000) to aid people made homeless by the events 
of last October was made to WCC member churches by the Division of Inter 
Church Aid, Refugee and World Service on January 19s The funds would be 
used to support rehabilitation efforts over the next three yearse 


The Christian Council of Nigeria had drawn up a programme including the 
following projects : Eastern Nigeria — resettlement of 72 refugee families 
in farming, employment of 15 refugee women and five others making clothes 
and church furnishings; Midwest ~ an apprenticeship scheme in rural 
industries to train and establish 254 refugees as rural technicians, a 
cooperative farm settlement to settle 30 people in modern farming, partly 
on an existing oil palm plantation. In the North funds are:needed to .— 
reimburse churches for their abnormal.expenses during the crisis perlode 


The Christian Council has asked Church World Council in the United States 
to investigate the possibility of obtaining food and milk for Nigerian 
refugeess. 


During the emergency period church groups provided meals for homeless 
people forced to return to Eastern Nigeria. They also manned reception 
centres and made public collections for rehabilitation. Earlier the wee 
had cabled funds to Kadiva in Northern Nigeria to help refugees theres 


Under the plans for cooperative farm settlements, each settler gets about 
ten acres of land plus a small.loan with which he may obtain housings. 
subsistence for the first year, tools, seeds and fertilizer. Church: 
funds are epee rss by money from the Eastern Nigeria Rehabilitation 
Commission, 


The training of technicians will take place at the Rural Training Centre 
in Asaba where short-term courses will be given in such fields as black- 
smithing, carpentry, contracting, groundnut processing, corn chandlingy 

bullock handling and horticulture, For the most part these are subjects 
in which the government has no extension programmese Loans will be made 
for equipment, raw materials and subsistencee £:¥s 


_ EPS, Geneva 


INDIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ADOPTS EPISCOPACY 


(Jeypore, Orissa) — After two years of study the synod of the Jeypore. | 
Evangelical Lutheran Church (JELC) adopted an episcopal form of. government 
for its 38,700—member church, . 


Elected as its first bishop is the a5. year old pastor, Jacob Nag; who has 
served as president of the JELC since 19620 He will be installed March 5. 


Born in Gobarla, India, the bishop-elect has* studied in Hamburg and 
travelled extensively in the Near East. In 1963 Pastor Nag represented 
his church at the LWF Assembly in Helsinki, 


JELC becomes the second of nine Lutheran churches in India to have a bishop 
at its heads Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church earlier named Rte Reve 
Carl Gustav Diehl as bishop. (EPS Nos 34, 1966) 


EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCH UNITY TALKS 
MAKE PROGRESS. 


(Salisbury) - No maior difficulties lie in the path of church unity in 
Rhodesia that cannot be overcome, said the Reve GeG. Thrussell of the 
Congregational Church, who chaired a two-day conference on the 
subject at Ranche House College at the end of Novembers 


The meeting was attended by 27 representatives from six churches — the 
Mashonaland Anglican Diocese, the Presbyterian Church of Southern Africa, 
the British Conference of the Methodist Church, the Rhodesian Annual 
Conference of the Methodist Church, the iM paer eas Missionary Society and the 
Congregational Union of Southern Africas. 


The discussions were a resumption of talks begun last Julys 


"During the week areas of agreement and disagreement were explored", Mr. 
Thrussell saide Discussion centred on doctrine, the sacraments and the 
ministry, , 


Delegates were encouraged by the success of union schemes elsewhere in the — 
world, Mre Thrussell said, and by the unanimity of spirit of those presente 


It was resolved to recommend to the churches represented at the conference 
that another meeting be held the middle of next year "to carry the 
conversations a stage further". Each church will be invited to send six 
delegatese Time will be devoted to studying specific proposals of the 
Anglican and.Presbyterian union scheme in South Africas 


EPS, Geneva 


HUNGARIAN LUTHERAN CODE 
CITES SERVICE TO COUNTRY 


(Budapest) - The new Code of Laws adopted by the Hungarian Iutheran Church 
at its recent. synod here "reflects the fact that the church has found its 
place and field of service in the country's new social order's 


Dre Zoltan Kaldy, bishop of the Southern District, states: "It is a well- 
known fact that there is a difference between the ideology of the Lutheran 
and the Christian churches in general and the official ideology of our 
state". However, "as far as we are concerned, it is not the difference 

that is decisive. _Much more important is the common ground on which we can 
work together with our government and our entire nation. The common ground - 
our common work = includes work for peaceo" 


The bishop stated that the synod had enacted "principles which make work 
for peace obligatory on members and leaders of the church". 


The Lutheran Church in Hungary has a membership of 430,000 with 430 pastorse 


EPS}. Geneva 


‘ 


No. 3 - 26th January; 1967 4 


BENEDICTINES TO ESTABLISH 
ECUMENICAL RESEARCH CENTRE 


(Collegeville, Minn.) -‘St. John's Abbey and University, a pioneer in the 
Christian unity movement, has announced plans to build an ecumenical — 
research centres It will house Protestant, Eastern Orthodox and Jewish 
scholars who will come here to do research and to engage in dialogue with 
the Benedictines, who operate the abbey and universityYe 


A major attraction is expected to bé the microfilms of manuscripts obtained 
in the monasteries of Europes The collection, which already contains over » 
53000 reels encompassing more than 35,000 different manuscript codices, is 

housed in Ste John's new librarye 


Marcel Breuer, the Hungarian-born architect who designed the library, church, 
science hall and other buildings at the school, is designer for the oat 
ecumenical research centre, along with his American associate, Robert Gatjee 
It is hoped to begin construction this spring and complete work by January 
19686 , 

Residential quarters will permit two Benedictines and 10 visiting scholars _. 
and their families to live in a small community and come to know one anothere 


A board of directors and a sponsoring committee composed of Protestant and 
Jewish leaders are being set up to assist the centres 


EPS; Geneva 


APARTHEID FOUND HARMFUL 
BY UNESCO 


(United - Nations) - UNESCO's heavily documented report on the effects of 
apartheid on education in South Africa can be summed up in one phrase: 
separate but drastically unequals : 


This report by international scholars and researchers comes to a conclusion 
that Africans had long since reached — that the educational policy of 
apartheid is essentially intended to make the African majority "hewers of 
wood and drawers of water" while the white minority enjoys more .orthodox 
educations, | 


It raises doubts that this is good for South Africans of any race or for the 
prosperous South African economy, which will increasingly need skilled 


workers... 


The facts come mostly from official South African sourcess They show that 
the number of Africans going to primary schools is increasing.e But the 
percentage of national income spent on black schools is decreasing, The 
expansion is accomplished by crowded double sessionsa 


Funds spent on the school-meals programme dropped from $1,758,400 in 1954 
to only $98,000 in 1966,according to the UNESCO report. A 1960 survey 
showed that between 60% and 70% of the children were malnourished, some 50% 
needed nursing care and nearly 10% required hospitalization as a result of 
malnutritions 


The government!s expenditure per African pupil shrank from 17.08 rand in 1953 
to 12.46 rand in 1960-61, Africans, whose per capita income is one-tenth 
that of whites, are obliged to finance most of their own schools through 
special taxation. Missionary schools have been squeezed oute Any expansion 
in African education is expected to be paid for by increased taxation upon 
Africans themselves, the UNESCO report states, — 


EPS, Geneva 
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US, MEXICAN PROTESTANTS JOIN 
TO ACT ON BORDER PROBLEMS 


(El Paso, Texas) - A conference of church leaders from 20 Protestant 
denominations in the United States and Mexico agreed to establish four 
regional committees to consider common border problems involving the 
two countries. 


Interdenominational and international committees are to function in 
the following twin cities: San Diego-Tijuana; Nogales, Mexico-Nogales, 
Arizona; El Paso-Juarez; Brownsville-Matamoros. 


Purpose of the international frontier consultation was to considex 
joint action for mission in these border zones, with special attention 
to alot the churches might render to Mexican braceros (day lab- 
ourers). 


Most of the 150 churchmen agreed with one delegate who said: "The 
important thing is that we are finally getting together; it is this 
that has made the meeting a landmark occasion for both American and 
Mexican churchmen," 


The consultation, three years in preparation,had no official sponsor- 
ships Planning was done by an ad hoc groups, Some sessions were held in 

El Paso and some in Juarez across the border... Pablo Stone, representative 
in Mexico of Heifer Project, Inc., was chairman, Participants included 
representatives from both liberal and evangelical Protestant churches. 


During a panel discussion several Mexican churchmen explained that 
Protestants in Mexico call themselves "evangelical". without reference 

to denominational affiliation or theological viewpoints. "We live for 
the Gospel and we like to be called evangelical because of this," one 
speaker said, Panelists also pointed up the emphasis in Mexican churches 
on the experience of conversion. 


The Rev. William Scholes, director of the Western Regional Field office 
of the NCC's Division of Christian Life and Mission, said: "American 
Christians who have had no contact with their Mexican brothers in Christ 
now have a different sense of appreciation for the Mexican churches? 
approach to mission, as we hope they have now for ours," 


The Rev. John H, Sinclair, Secretary for Latin America of the United 
Presbyterian Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations, in an 
address on "Understanding the Protestant Church in the U.S.Ao", admitted 
there has been "some unconscious ecclesiastical imperialism by U.S. 
churches" in neighbouring countries. 


Denominational mission boards have only recently begun to reconsider © 
their policy of making language and ethnic groups the objects of mission, 
rather than witnessing in and serving a given society of people who live 
in a given area," Mr. Sinclair said. 


Mexican churchmen attending the conference were from Baptist, Lutheran, 
Presbyterian, Episcopal, Methodist, and Disciples of Christ Churches; 
the Apostolic Church of the Faith in Jesus Christ and the Church of Gods 


American Church bodies represented were Methodist, Episcopal, American — ‘ 
Baptist, Southern Baptist, United Presbyterian, Presbyterian, U.S.,Discip es 
of Christ, Quaker, Mennonite, Church of God, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 


United Church of Christ and the National Council of Churches. 
EPS, Geneva 
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GROWING NUMBERS OF CHRISTIANS 
OBSERVE WEEK OF PRAYER. 


(Geneva) + First reports received at World Council of Churches headquarters 
indicate that the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is being observed by 
growing numbers of Protestants, Anglicans, Orthodox and Roman Catholics 
around the world. 


Joint services of worship and intercession were held in many cities, using 
the theme "Called to One Hope" (Ephesians 4:4)¢ 


Internationally the week is sporisored by thé World Council of Churches?: 
Commission on Faith and Order and the Roman Catholic Association for Christian 
Unity, Lyon, Frances Next year it is hoped that materials for the observance 
will be prepared by a small joint committee appointed by the Faith and Order 
Commission and the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity (EPS Noe 37; 1966)-« 


Following are some of the highlights: 


In Bombay, the first joint service of Orthodox, Protestants and Roman Catholics 
to be held in a church took place in St. Thomas? Cathedral (Church of India, 
Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon). The first Orthodox-Protestant service was held 
seven years ago in the Cathedral; when Catholics joined in the sponsorships, 
services were held in halls until this year, Addresses were given by the 

Very Reve William Nazareth, Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Bombay, and 

the Reve Arthur Saunders of the Methodist Churchg Approximately 500 people 
from 10 denominations attended. 


In Paris, some 3,000 Catholics, Protestants and Orthodox attending a service 
at the University of Paris heard the first inter-confessional translation into 
French of a portion of the Bible, the Epistle of the Romanss The "ecumenical 
translation" is being made by the team which prepared the Jerusalem Bible 
plus a team.furnished by the United Bible Societies, It is hoped to have the 
entire New Testament completed in four or five yearss Presiding at the 
Service were Pastor Marc Boegner, honorary President of the French Protestant 
Federation, and Joseph Marie Cardinal Martin, Archbishop of Roueno 


Elsewhere in France, Philippe Maury, director of the WCC Department of Inform— 
ation, addressed gatherings at Nice, Poitiers and Bordeauxs Miss Madeleine 
Barot spoke at Dreuxs 


In Dublin, President Eamon de Valera of Ireland and other ‘government officials 
joined Protestant and Catholic church leaders at a meeting where speakers 
discussed Christian unity, 


In Londons a procession of Witness from Trafalgar Square to Central Hall, 
Westminster, preceded a united service organized by the Westminster Christian 
Council. Led by a Salvation Army band, several thousand persons marched down 
Whitehall with a group of Anglican, Church of Scotland, Roman Catholics 
Orthodox and Free Church leaders at their heads. At Central Hall prayers were 


led by Dr. Maurice Barnett, a Methodist, and the preacher was Canon Francis 
Bartlett, a Roman Catholics 


In Manchester, England, John Cardinal Heenan; Archbishop of Westminstery. 
preached to 3,000 people in the Manchester Free Trade Halls More than 500 
churches, convents and Christian organizations in the Greater Manchester area 
were represented, 


Additional services were conducted in cities and towns throughout Great Britains © 


In Geneva, an ecumenical worship service was held in the Cathedral of Ste 
.Pierres The officiants,; drawn from World Council of Churches staff and local 
clergy, represented a wide variety of ecclesiastical traditions. The 
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Revi, Philip Potter}. director of the WCC's Division of World Mission and _ 
Evangelism, preached. The service was broadcast over radio and television, 


EPS, Geneva 


ROME'S CATHOLICS FORBIDDEN 
TO ATTEND OTHER CHURCHES 


(Rome) - Roman Catholics of the Rome diocese were forbidden by the Vatican 
to participate in three proposed "Christian unity" prayer services in non- 
Roman Catholic churchesa 


A ruling made by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, formerly 
the Holy Office, called it "inopportune for this year" for Roman Catholics 
to attend outside their own.churches the kind of unity prayer services held 
in Protestant and Anglican churches throughout the worlds 


Three groups of English-speaking and Germanespeaking Roman Catholics, “ 
together with Anglicans, Episcopalians, Lutherans and other Protestants, 
had proposed to hold interconfessional prayer services - not liturgical 
rites - in Anglican, American Episcopal and German Lutheran churches in 
Romes “In the past two years common services had been held, but the first 
was in a hall in central Rome and last years! observance was in the Roman 
Catholic Church of St. Agnese. 


Although the new ruling applies only to the Rome diocese, spokesmen for 
both Roman and non-Roman Christian ecumenical groups saw it as a severe 
public blow to the Christian unity movements 


EPS, Geneva 


TIMLEY QUOTES ON UNITY . 


Desmond Fisher, a Roman Catholic commentator writing in the Church Times 
(Jan. 13) : "S.. the ecumenical movement is running into trouble because 
Christians. think of it either as an inter-expert dialogue or, as far as 
they themselves are concerned, as a sort of garden-party euphoria, a matter 
simply ‘of being nice to one's fellow Christians. 


"Both these elements have their values. But they do not exhaust ecumenisme 
The basic unifying force must surely be the proper understanding of the 
Church's mission in the world. This is a task for all of us ordinary 
Christians, people in whom the Spirit of Truth is working, Unless we under 
stand what the Church is and what is its mission, we run the risk of 
missing the whole point of Christianity"... 


Editorial in The British Weekly (Jane 19) : "What we need really is sheer 
honesty in all our, ecumenical relationships.. For this is the ground of so 
‘many of our disappointmentse If for Roman Catholics mariology is an 

essential of ecclesiastical dogma for all time, it is better to say so nowWe 

If Episcopalians can in no circumstances envisage a united church without 
bishops, let this be openly puts If Presbyterians are not prepared, under 
any conditions, to consider the value of the office of bishop, this ought to 
be saideee "This is the central problem of the unity sagae Are conversations 
entered into with convictions but without preconceived prejudices. If the 
latter are real factors, is this in all honesty, honesty?" 


Dre AC. Craig as reported by the News Bulletin of the Scottish Churches! 
Council : "Christian people belonging to different historic Christian | 
churches become aware of a double pressure upon them -— the pressure of being 
driven and the pressure of being drawn together", The drawing pressure’ is 
the prophetic word which continually breaks out from the Bible, he saide. 

The driving pressure is the force and impact of outward circumstance. 
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The churches today face "a widespread declension from Christian beliefs. 
Christian ways of thinking and Christian patterns of living. To this kind 
of challenge = the most serious that has faced the Church for centuries = 
denominational differences and the things about which Christian ministers 
are expert in argument are at least 95% irrelevant," he saide 


"What is needed is that together the churches should seek to discern 
afresh the central Gospel of the Church's Lord = that which is common to 
all the churches, which over and over again in the Church's long history 
has welled up livingly and powerfully, Once that inward pressure is felt 
and responded to = then the liberating power of ecumenical reality will be 


felt," 
EPS, Geneva 


BERLIN SYNOD TERMS DISCRIMINATION 
AGAINST CHRISTIANS UNCONSTITUTIONAL 


(Berlin) - The Regional Synod’ (Hast) of the Evangelical Church in Berline 
Brandenburg has objected to the increasing stringency with which the law 
concerning the standard socialist education is being applied. The Synod's 
criticism (passed with 9 contrary votes and 13 abstentions) states: "A 

large number of cases have come to the knowledge of the Synod in which young 
people have been prevented from attending a secondary school, from under 
taking special training, and from studying, because they are Christians and 
because they have made a olear confession of their faith." 


Widely differing views were expressed in the meeting about the wisdom of 
making a public statement. The voting was preceded by a lively debates 


General Superintendent Gunter Jacob described the discrimination against 
young Christians as extremely serious", but he said it would be "superfluous 
and harmful" to make a statement now while negotiations are in progress with 
state authorities. Professor Hanfried Muller pointed out that if they wanted 
to help the young people involved, such help would be "torpedoed if we 
receive the undesired support’ of people whom this does not concern", It 

was also held that if the Synod passed a resolution saying the state was 
acting contrary to the Constitution, this would spoil the atmosphere between 
State and Church, 


According to the report of the Church Board, relations between Church and 
State are already strained as a result of a pamphlet sent to all pastors 
concerning the pastoral care of men liable for military servicee It was 
"misinterpreted as hostile to the state,"said the Church Board. In 
conversations with important statesmen Bishop Krummacher had tried to clear 
up this misunderstanding, but the Church Board had "not recalled the pamphlet 
as instructed," 


The Synod adopted without debate the WCCts statement on Vietnam (EPS Noe 5, 
L966) -e¢ ct appealed to the churches to continue their prayers for the end 
of the Vietnam wars for a settlement of racial conflict in Africa, America 
and Asia, and for overcoming hunger in the worlds 


EPS, Geneva 
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SPAIN'S UNITY WEEK MARKED 
BY ANGLICAN-CATHOLIC SERVICE 


(Madrid) - A historic Anglican-Roman Catholic prayer service was held 
in the Anglican Church of St. George here on the first day of the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity. 


The Service was conducted in English by Archdeacon Basil Ney, chaplain 

at the church, and Jesuit Father Angel Rovira, director of St. Ignatius 
of Loyola College. Permission for Catholic participation had been granted 
by Archbishop Casimiro Morcillo Gonzalez of Madrid. 


Among the 350 worshippers were Sir Alan William, British Ambassador to 
Spain, and W.W.e Walker, counsellor at the U.S. Embassy who represented 
Ambassador Angier Biddle Duke. 


Noting the "real spirit of reform in the Roman Catholic Church today", 

the Archdeacon said, "it would be a great mistake on our part as Anglicans 
if we believed there was not room for reform and change within our branch 
of the catholic Church", Father Rovira emphasised the growing necessity 
for-an ecumenical spirit and unity among Christians of all denominations. 


(Barcelona) ~ Week of Prayer events received widespread attention in the 
public press last week, The paper "Correo Catalan". published an interview 
with two members of the Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church. who are active 
in the Centro Ecuménice. Both this paper and "La Vanguard", most popular 
journal in the city, printed the full programme of nightly prayer meetings 
organized by the Centre. 


In an extraordinary-move, three priests in a working-class parish asked 

the Rev. Jose Luis Lana, minister of the Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church, 
to lead the celebration of the Word during evening mass on January 22nd. 
Evangelicals living within the parish were invited to the serviee. Protestant 
ministers and laymen were called upon to address other parishes and the 
Salesian Seminary near here. 


It was also reported that most religious libraries distributed printed 
material for use during the week, 


In another development, Estela, a Barcelona publisher, has issued a book 
on theology including contributions by five pastors and four priests. The 


introduction is by a priest and a member of the Episcopal Church. 
EPS, Geneva 


DISMISSAL OF METHODIST SEMINARY'S DEAN 
DRAWS FACULTY, STUDENT PROTEST 


(Madison, New Jersey) - The faculty and student body of Drew University's 
theological school held a twoshour protest meeting on January 10th over 
the dismissal of Dr. Charles Wesley Ranson, Dean of the school. 


Dr. Ranson, speaking at the meeting, said "there has been a gradual 
erosion of confidence in the administration of the president of the 
university, culminating in a collapse of communication" between the 
president and the theological fagulty. 

The president is Dr. Robert F. Oxnam, son of the late Methodist Bishop 
G. Bromley Oxnam. It was he who dismissed Dr. Ranson as Dean. However, 
the latter retains his post as professor of ecumenical theology. 


Both the faculty and the Student Council of the seminary have expressed 
their support for Dr. Ranson. 


Dr. Ranson was formerly general secretary of the International Missionary 
Council and first director of the Theological Education Fund. 
EPS, Geneva 
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AUTONOMY FOR THREE METHODIST BODIES 
SIGNALS "NEW CHAPTER" IN MISSIONS 


(London) - The inaugural conference of the autonomous Methodist Church | 
of Sierra Leone took place at Freetown this week. It will swiftly be | 
followed by the inaugural conference of the Methodist Church in Kenya. 
In May will come a similar event for the Methodist Church in the Car ibbean 
and the Americas. 


The new conferences have agreed to maintain a direct link with the 
Methodist Missionary Society in London. Representatives will attend the 
British Conference as members with full rights, and vice versa. 


Commenting on these developments, an editorial in the "Methodist Recorder" 
published here states: 


"The movement parallels the equally rapid and remarkable process of 
political decolonization in the post-war years. Indeed, to a large 
extent it is a direct consequence of it. It is only to be expected. that 
the nationals of the Church will desire a comparable independence and, 
to be candid, that the new political rulers will not welcome the con-= 
tinuing authority of nationals from the formerly governing power." 


Stating that the creation of these autonomous conferences is not fully 
understood if it is regarded "romantically as the end of a work well 
done", the Recorder declares: "A new chapter most certainly begins, but 
there should be no question of drawing a line, with a mixture of pride 
and relief, under a completed task." 


According to the editorial, the Methodist community in Sierra Leone 
numbers fewer than 18,000; there are 15 et Le We 18 in active work and 
ert Ott deALee, 


"Political dispute has divided some congregations", said the Recorder, 
"Much energy goes into renovation of property and.building schemes. The 
drift of the educated from the rural areas presents. serious problems." 


The Methodists of Sierra Leone must solve their own problems, states 
the editorial. "A new pattern of missionary strategy and service is 
demanded. It will not be easy for the leaders of the new national 
churches. They can no longer turn to the missionary for decisions, The 
care of the churches will be upon them." Nor will it be Gee y, for the 
missionaries. 


"Though there will be difficult problems of adaptation, both national 
ministers and missionary ministers are aware of them and are prepared 
in mind to meet and overcome them. 


"But one wonders if the Church at home has yet realised that a new 
chapter has opened!" 


Noting that the numer of overseas districts under the oversight of the 
British Conference will shrink, the editorial says, "but the need to pro-= 
claim the gospel of Christ by word and deed to the world will not grow 
less." 


"Is it not realistic to assume", says the Recorder, "that if we help them 
to help themselves, they are the best fitted to present Christ to theix 
own people?" EPS, Geneva 
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“PRACTICAL ECUMENISM" HAILED 
BY WCC/ROMAN CATHOLIC GROUP. 


(Rome) = Representatives of the Roman Catholic Church and the WCC!s 
Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service have agreed to 
continue and intensify common efforts in the fields of emergency and 
development aids ; 


This was one result of a meeting held January 21-23 in the Vatican 
Secretariat for Christian Unity and presided over by Mgrs Jean Rodhain, 
president of Caritas International, and the Most Reve Campbell MacInnes, 
Anglican Archbishop of Jerusalems 


At its first meeting in ‘January, 1966, the Working Party on Emergency Aid 
and Development Aid agreed to a simultaneous appeal for India. Those 
attending the recent meeting were encouraged by reports of considerable 
practical cooperation in the realm of food production which has taken 
place in India following the appeal, They were appreciative of the 
continuing and intensified efforts being made by AFPRO = Action for Food 
Production = which involves Roman Catholic bodies, the National Christian 
Council's Committee on Relief and Gift Supplies and voluntary agenciese 


Other subjects discussed by the Working Party included relief efforts in 
Vietnam and Africa, cooperation hetween the churches and FAQ, and some 
of the principles underlying the churches? efforts in development aide 


The Working Party agreed to encourage related Christian agencies to cone» 
sider projects to alleviate suffering in North Vietname. 


The final session was presided over by Augustine Cardinal Bea, and the 

group had an audience with the Pope in which he paid tribute to their 
willingness to undertake "this practical ecumenism". He described their 
cooperation on relief projects and development aid_as desirable and fittings 


Preparatory work for the meeting was done by Father Carlo Bayer, general 
secretary of Caritas International, and by A. Dominique Micheli, assistant 
general secretary of the WCC. A report on its deliberations will go to the 
Joint WCC-Roman Catholic Working Group,.to which it is responsible. 


EPS, Geneva 


JESUITS GIVE LAYMEN CONTROL 
OF ST>. LOUIS UNIVERSITY. 


(St.Louis; Missouri) ’= Beginning on June 1, the board of trustees of St.Louis 
University, a 149-year old Jesuit institution, will contain a majority of 
laymen of various faithss 


Heretoforeys non=Catholics have served on lay advisory boards at a number of 7 
Catholic institutions, but these groups have had no legal policy-making powerse 


The reorganization has been approved by officials of the Jesuit order; including 
the Very Rev, Peter Arrupe, Superior General of the Society of Jesus in Romese 


Under the new arrangement the board of trustees will consist of 18 laymen 
selected on a national basis and 10 Jesuits. However, the university will 
continue as a Catholic institution with the president a Jesuits 


In announcing the change the Reve Paul Cy Reinert, university president, noted 
that the move reflected the ecumenical spirit and the new emphasis on investing. 
the laity with responsibilities, as expressed by Vatican IIe 


"Primarily we are educating lay people for a lay society and our board 
should reflect this", Father Reinert stated. 


EPS, Geneva 
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PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


With this issue of Ecumenical Press Service we inaugurate a new 
service: a monthly picture pages It is intended as a continuing 
catalogue of photographs available from the WCC Information Department, 
to aid editors and others ero aeee in interpreting the ecumenical move- 


mente 


Glossy prints will be supplied on requests Because of heavy demands 
on the photo collection, it is necessary to make a modest charge to 
cover the cost of printing and handlings The charge per picture is 
Fre5e- ($1.25, 886d). ° Major publications are asked to pay at their 
regular.rate; special consideration will be given to editors without 
fundss } 


We would welcome suggestions for future issues and will seek to develop 
the service to meet general needsa 


Opposite page: Prayer for Christian unity is a concern of young people 
as well as their elders, Youth and students often give impressive 
testimony to the fact that for Christians, listening, praying and 
working cannot be separated from one another. Photos Os and le show 
work camps in Europe and North Americag. 


2e Among this year's observances of Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity was a service held in the Cathedral of St. Pierrey Geneva with 
WCC4s Philip Potter preaching. 3e Leading figures in the WCC-Roman 
Catholic dialogue are (1 to r) Father Pierre Duprey, Dre Eugene Carson 
Blake, Father Jérome Hamer and Dr. Lukas Vischera A. In practical 
ways the unity movement seeks to break down barriers separating © 
Christians of different nations, races and classes~e 


Back page: 5e The Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
will be held at Uppsala, Sweden, in July 1968. The preparatory book- 
let for the Assembly entitled "All Things New", is just off the presse 
The English edition is available from: World Council of Churches, Room 
439, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NeY, 10027; WCC, 150 route de 
Ferney, Geneva 20, Switzerland; or British Council of Churches, 10 
Haton Gate, London S,.Wal.e German and French versions will be ready 
soon and editions in several other languages are in preparation. 

6. The Cathedral at Uppsala will be the scene of several major bt peo 
events. 


Te. The Ecumenical Centre in Geneva houses not only the WCC but also 
such groups as the Lutheran World Federation, World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches, United Bible Societies and the World Council of Christian 
Educations 8. The WCC symbol, portraying the Church as a,»ship afloat 
on the sea of the.world with the mast in the form of a cross, has become 
a popular symbol of ecumenical activitys> Here Swiss artist Peter 
Slebold reproduces it in a mosaic of natural stones 


9. and 10, Protestants, Orthodox and Roman Catholics in India began 
cooperating last year to aid thousands left hungry following one of the 
worst droughts in recent history. Supplementing the government's long 
range plan to increase food production, the churches through AFPRO 
(Action for Food Production) are providing technical assistance and wall- 
drilling equipment such as this pump at neat Madhya Pradesh State 
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$1 MILLION IN PROJECTS 
APPROVED BY AACC AGENCY 


(Nairobi) - Additional projects in 15 countries in Africa, amounting 
nearly to one million dollars, have been approved for listing by the 
Ecumenical Programme for Emergency Action in Afrioa (EPEAA) of the 
All Africa Conference of Churches. The projects are in the area of 
refugee and national development work, and represent an effort to 
determine needs on the basis of continent-wide strategy. 


In another action ssholarships were awarded from the $50,000 set aside 
for that purpose when EPEAA was created in 1964. 


After the projects are listed by EPEAA, the WCC's Division of Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee and World Service offers them to agencies around 
the world for their consideration and support. 


Largest project on the list is a* Christian service programme in Malawi. 
A village improvement project, an urban social development plan and a 
programme to help the destitute are included in the $224,000 figure 
askede 


Also approved for listing was one regional project. The sum of 
$25,000 is sought for four leadership-training seminars to be held in 
1967 and 1968 by the AACC. If support can be found, the seminars will 
be organised in the four basic regions of Africa by the Department on’ 
Church, Family and Society of AACC in cooperation with local churches. 


Other countries with projects and programmes listed are Burundi, 
Cameroun, Central African Republic, Congo (Kinshasa), Ethiopia, Ivory 
Coast, Kenya, Nigeria, Rhodesia, South Africa, Sudan, Uganda and Zambia. 
The Christian Council or equivalent organization in each country approved 
the proposed work before it was presented to EPEAA for listing. 


During the two-day meeting of EPEAA, Dr. Clinton Marsh, director, reported 
that since 1964, $1,798,204 has been spent out of gifts from church 
agencies around the world for work in the emergent nations in Africae An 
additional half a’ million dollars is now in hand for current and new 
projects, he said. A 4 


Mr. Henry Makulu of Lusaka, Zambia, was reelected chairman of the EPEAA 


committee, whose target is $10, 000,000 over a five-year period which ends : 
in 1969. y EPS, Geneva 


BRAZILIAN LUTHERANS TO DELVE INTO 
PRESSING SOCIAL PROBLEMS 


(Porto Alegre, Brazil) - Pressing social problems in both rural and urban 
slum areas will be discussed at the first Brazilian Lutheran Consultation 
on Social Responsibility set for April 26 - 29. 


One hundred participants from government, church, and social service 
institutions will identify and study these problems. They will also 
examine the biblical basis for social concern and evaluate the effectiveness 
of various community development projects already underway in Brazil. 


The consultation is being sponsored by the country's three Lutheran groups 
through the Lutheran Special Projects Commission here, headed by the 
* Rev. Milton G. Olson. EPS, Geneva 
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MIDDLE EAST CONSULTATION DEBATES 
LAITY'S ROLE IN CHURCH AND WORLD 


(Beirut) - The first inter-confessional consultation on the laity to be 
held in the Middle East took place here January 24-29 under the auspices 
of the World Council of Churches! Department on the Laity. 


Among the 40 participants at the Consultation were representatives of 
Orthodox, Oriental and Evangelical (Protestant) churches in nine countries: 
Turkey, Greece, Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon and Cyprus. 

Five Roman Catholics, present as observers, took an active part in the 
discussions. 


"Participation in political life is one of the responsibilities placed 
on the Christian", Dr. Charles Malik, former President of the United 
Nations General Assembly and a prominent Orthodox layman, told the 
delegates. iF he 


"The Christian must recognise the difficulties that public service entails", 
said Dr. Malik, "including the fact that compromise is often demanded." 


He also stressed the role that strong churches, especially at the 
congregational level, can play in nation-building, and emphasised the 
central place of the Christian family. 


Dr. Malik is now professor of philosophy at American University in Beirut. 
He is a’member of the WCC's Commission of the Churches on Internationa 
Affairs. 


Group discussion concerned the role of Christians in daily work, in family 
life, and their social and political involvement. Attention was also 
focused on how the churches can improve their programmes, offer training 
to laymen, and support. ecumenical activities. 


Bishop Gregoire Haddad, president of the Social Movement of Lebanon, spoke 
of the laity's role in the Roman Catholic Church; lay training was 
described by Father Jean Corbon, a Dominican. Others on the panel 
included Mr. Nelles, a Greek Orthodox, and Arno Evekian, an Evangelical. 
Ralph Young, director of the WCC's Laity Department, described various 
experiments in lay training. 


Considerable discussion was provoked by lectures on "Christian-Muslim 
Encounter", by Dr.‘ Hassam Saab, secretary of the Commission on Development 
in Lebanon, and Fr. George Khodr, lecturer in Arab culture. Participants 
indicated a desire to follow up on these initial explorations. 


Bible study was led by Father Paul Verghese, associate general secretary 
of the WCC, and Albert Isteer@, secretary of the Near East Christian 
Council. EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIANS TAKE AN INTEREST 
IN BRITISH TELEVISION 


(London) - A group of Christians in Great Britain has served notice that’ 
they will be monitoring radio and television programmes in coming months. 


Hundreds of viewers and listeners in all parts of Britain will send reports 
to the Reve Reginald Doncaster, rector of Pleasley in Nottinghamshire, on 
how programmes deal with family life, womanhood, relationships, authority, 
money, crime, violence and religion. “They will also note attitudes towards 
excessive drinking and drug-addiction. 


On questions of religion they will indicate whether particular programmes 
show the Christian faith as true, relevant, or’ oute-moded, or provide 


mMisrepresentation. The National Viewers! Assn. will. tabulate resultse 
| , EPS, Geneva 
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WORLD LOOKS TO THE CHURCHES 
FOR JOINT WITNESS, VISCHER SAYS 


(Brussels/Louvain) - "The unexpected break-through in Christian dialogue 
during the last few years has aroused tremendous hopes, and it does not 
help for us to point out that time is needed to fulfill them," stated 
Dre Lukas Vischer, director of the WCC's Commission on Faith and Order, 
in an address delivered at Brussels during the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity. 


Conceding that further development of the ecumenical movement may entail 
great theological and spiritual difficulties, Dr. Vischer stated that 
the churches have no other choice unless they are prepared to accept the 
consequences of reaction. 


"Public opinion expects the churches to make a united witness", he said. 


The danger of disappointment arises also from the efforts of those 
"prepared to venture upon the experiment of making a joint witness", 


he saide Will they be supported by the churches ? Will they be supported 


by those who believe in the ecumenical movement in principle ? he asked. 


The real difficulty stems from the fact that the theological and 
ecclesiological bases for a joint witness have not yet been worked out, 
said Dr. Vischer.. ' 


"Any attempt to push forward in these areas is bound to lead to conflict, 
and the more serious the conflicts, the greater will be the danger of 
impatience and disappointment," he said. 


In a second address given at Louvain, he called for a joint witness for 
peacee "The Church of Christ will suffer one of the greatest defeats in 
our time if it fails to engage in a joint witness and a common effort 
for peace," said the WCC leader. "As long as the churches are divided, 
they do not carry conviction when they point to Christ as the source of 
true peace." EPS, Geneva 


ADDITIONAL UNITY SERVICES. REPORTED 


(Geneva) - History-making observances of the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity were reported in several. major cities around the world. 


In Tokyo, Protestants and Roman Catholics gathered before the same altar 
in a service held at Ste Alban's Church (Episcopal) under sponsorship of 
the Japan National Christian Council and the Catholic Central Committee. 
Speakers included Dre Chitose Kishi, a Lutheran who heads the JNCC, 
Catholic Bishop Laurence Nagae of Urawa, and representatives of the 
Baptist, Episcopal and United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan). 


In Hong Kong, Anglican Canon Lee Shi-Keung preached at the Roman 

Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception. Anglican Bishop Gilbert 
Baker attended the service.e During the week the same Scriptural texts 
were read and the same prayers used in Hong Kong's churches. 


In Canterbury, England, Father Pierre Michalon of Lyon, France preached in 
Canterbury Cathedral. He is thought to be the first Roman Catholic to 
speak in this Anglican cathedral since the Reformation. Fre Michalon had 
assisted in the preparation of the leaflet used by Christians around the 


‘world in observance of Unity. Week. 


In Munster, Germany, the preacher at the service in the Roman Catholic. 
Cathedral was Professor Heinz-Dietrich Wendland, director of the Institute 
for Christian Social Science at the Protestant Theological Faculty of 
Munster DARRELL es ootier aan a Catholics and Anglicans filled the 
cathedral. . 


ns235 
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In New York, the Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Holy Trinity was the 
scene of an ecumenical service in which brief addresses were given by 
Archbishop Iakovos, Primate of the Greek Orthodox Church of North and 
South America and a WCC President; Bishop Terence J. Cooke, Vicar General 
of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese for Manhattan; and Dr. Philip’ A. Johnson, 
Associate Executive Secretary of the U»S.: Conference for the WCC. 

EPS, Geneva 


DUAL-PURPOSE BUILDINGS 
PROPOSED BY DUTCH BISHOP 


(Den Bosch, Holland) - Multiple use of church buildings should not be 
regarded as an emergency measure but must be accepted as the norm in 
planning future church structures, Mgre J.«WeMe Bluyssen, the Catholic 
Bishop of Den Bosch, has stated. | 


In an appeal to both Catholics and Protestants, the Bishop suggested that 
the same building: could be used by different denominations. It might 
also serve secular as well as religious purposese 


Because of the rise in the cost of construction, no building programmes 
could be drawn up this year by some dioceses in Holland, he reportede 


The Bishop said it was time to ask seriously whether there is any 
justification for building churches that will be used only for worship 
servicese He suggested that the same edifice might serve for social and 
cultural purposese EPS, Geneva 


“METHODISTS ECHO CALL 
FOR CANDOUR ON VIETNAM 


(Louisville, Kentucky) - The annual meeting of the Methodist Board of 
Missions (USA) adopted a resolution calling for "more candour" on the part 
of those who make United States government policy in regard to Vietname 

In doing so the Board supported a similar appeal made recently by the 
National Council of Churches (EPS Noe 39, 1966)e 


"More candour", said the Board, "is an indispensable step in securing 


enlightened public reaction in the U.S. and in securing peace in Vietnam." 


As "urgent steps" the Board recommended, under certain conditions, 
negotiations for a cease-fire, consideration of halting the bombepes and 
a@ phased withdrawal of troopse. 


After a 90-minute debate the Board voted overwhelmingly not to withdraw 
its funds from American banks which lent money to the government of South 
Africae Adopting a more moderate resolution, the Board called for a 
conference of "most competent" church leaders to be held in March to 
formulate a common view on action that should be taken by those who 
oppose apartheid. The findings of the conference will be presented 
"personally" to. President Johnson by a delegation of churchmen elected by 


the conference. ‘ EPS, Geneva 
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BALANCED TELEVISION PROGRAMMING 
SOUGHT BY U.S.. CHURCH 


(New York) - The Office of Communication of the United Church of Christ 
(USA) will monitor programmes to determine the extent of extremist 
material carried. . a eeeal eR | np ee 


Extremist attacks are often focused on religious groups "in a manner 
calculated to create community feelings of increasing hate against’ 
such groups", stated Dr. Everett C. Parker, director of the office. 
"Protestants, Catholics and Jews are attacked as Communists for 
interpreting the Judeo-Christian faith as a basis for social action," 
he said. 


The National Council of’ Churches has been one of the most frequent . 
targets of such attackse ; 


When programmes are discovered to be apie with extremist viewpoints, 
the church agency will initiate negotiations between community leaders 
and the broadcaster to achieve a better balance in programming. If 
such talks fail, the agency will help community leaders protest to the 
Federal Communications Commission, which licenses radio and television 
stations. “ EPS, Geneva 


OTB. | PROTESTANT /CATHOLIO YOUTH WORKERS 


EXPLORE COMMON PROBLEMS 


(Washington) - A joint Protestant ~ Roman Catholic consultation on youth 
work held here recently agreed on the need for an interreligious task 
force "to pursue particular possibilities for joint study and action." 


Representatives of the youth departments of the US Catholic Conference 
and the National Council of Churches also committed themselves to meet 
on a regular basis "to identify common problems and develop possible 
means of cooperation and. joint action." 


Msgr. Frederick Stevenson of the Catholic Conference said that since 
the Vatican Council "we have become increasingly aware of the common 
calling of the whole church to minister to the youth of this generation." 


The Rev. John 8. Wood of the NCC stressed that the "forms and modes of 
youth ministry are in need of renewal" if they are to be a means of 
ministry and presence in the life of youth. EPS, Geneva 


WEST GERMAN GOVERNMENT WATCHES 
REACTIONS TO NIEMOLLER TRIP 


(Bonn) - The West German Government's Office for the Protection of the 
Constitution has been making inquiries connected with Dr. Martin Niemoller's 
recent visit to Vietnam. According to a spokesman for the Ministry of 

Home Affairs, the Government was especially concerned about how the 
Communist countries would react to this visit by one of Germany's leading 
churchmen to a country which is the focus of a world political struggle. 

At the same time the ministry made it clear that Dre Niemoller, "like 

every other citizen of the Federal Republio", is free to visit any 

country he pleases» _ EPS, Geneva 
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WCC EXECUTIVES VOICE SORROW 
AT BISHOP DIBELIUS! DEATH ..,.. 


(Berlin) - Bishop Otto Dibelius, who served as a President of the World 
Council of Churches from 1954 until 1961, died here on January 31 at the 
age of 86. He had been suffering from a case of erysipelas. 


One of Germany's most noted Protestant churchmen, Bishop Dibelius had 
frequently been in the headlines for his outspoken opposition to the 
restriction of religious liberty in. the German Democratic Republic (DDR). 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake and Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, the present and 
the former general secretaries of thé World Council of Churches, sent 
this message to Bishop Kurt Scharf, chairman of the Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany : : ; 


"Our sorrow in the loss of our’ dear friend Bishop Dibelius is enlightened 
by. gratitude for his. Christian life and. by the hope of the Gospele" 


Dr. Dibelius had been Evangelical Bishop of Berlin-Brandenburg from 

1945 until 1966. . He had also been chairman of the Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (comprising 28 regional churches in the two 
parts of the politically divided Germany) from 1949 until 1961. 


Vitally interested in ecumenical developments, Dr. Dibelius took part in 
the first Faith and Order conference at Stockholm in 1925 and had been 
present at every WCC assembly. . . 


Born in Berlin on May 15, 1880, Otto Dibelius came to prominence as the 
result of a sermon preached at Potsdam in 1933 in which he rebuked 

members of the government for aspiring to totalitarian rule. He was 
“dismissed from his post of Genéral Superintendent (equivalent to suffragan 
bishop) by the Nazi authorities. Undeterred by frequent arrests and bans 
on his preaching, he organised the "Confessing Church" movement's 
resistance to Nazi ideology in Berlin, in close association with Dr. Martin 


Niemoller. 


KENYA HOSPITALS TO RECEIVE 
LARGER GOVERNMENT GRANTS 
(Nairobi) - The Kenya Government, through its Ministry of Health, has 
agreed to increase its contribution to hospitals belonging to the 
Protestant Churches Medical Association. Three of these institutions 
were about to close because of financial difficulties. 


Increased assistance will also be granted to Roman Catholic hospitals in 
similar situations. 

For the past ten years, the hospitals had received an annual grant of 
£36,000 ($100,800), and it is indicated that this will be substantially 
increasede 

In a letter to the PCMA, the Ministry of Health thanked the member 


hospitals for their "patience under very trying circumstances and for the 
agreement to continue operating when your funds were exhausted." 


The hospitals had been .operating on a month-to-month basis for some time 


and had addressed repeated appeals for assistance to the Government. 
EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIANS IN SOUTH EAST ASIA 
TO GET RADIO VOICE 


(Manila) - The first Christian radio station serving Southeast Asia will 
become a reality as soon as construction of a transmitter is completed 
here. Approval was given by the Philippine government before Christmas, and 
Nathaniel Bercovitz, an American electronics engineer, is supervising 
installation of the transmitter. The station will be known as the South 
East Asia Radio Voice (SEARV). 


National Christian Councils in Asia will be encouraged to use SEARV's 
shortwave facilities, and Christian groups in six nations have already 
agreed to contribute programmes. 


The East Asia Christian Conference is related to the new stationthrough its 
iBroadcasting and Audio-Visual Aids Committee. 


The new voice of the Gospel is South East Asia is the culmination of 
discussions which began in 1955 when representatives of 16 Asian countries 


attended the East Asia Christian Mass Communication Committee. 
EPS, Geneva 


SPLIT DEVELOPS IN PRESBYTERIAN | 
CHURCH OF CAMEROUN 


(Yaoundé, Cameroun) - A schism has developed in the Presbyterian Church 
of Cameroun. At the tenth General Assembly held at Elat/Ebolowa from 
January 11 to 18, a long-standing difference of opinion over the church's 
participation in the ecumenical movement came to a head. Seven pastors 
and 14 elders withdrew from the meeting following the election of Albert 


Nyemb as Stated Clerk. 


The dissident group then convened in a nearby chapel and voted to form a 
new church, which they called the Reformed Presbyterian Church. The new 
group is said to have the support of 10 pastors out of the 100 pastors : 
in the Presbyterian Church. 


It will be recalled that when the Presbyterian Church of Cameroun became 
a member of the World Council of Churches in 1958, a minority of the 
pastors and laymen refused to recognise the: action. 


The new Stated Clerk has taken a conciliatory attitude toward the 
dissidents and expressed the hope that they will return to the church in| 
coming months. EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLICS PERMITTED TO ATTEND 
EPISCOPAL SERVICE IN ROME 


(Vatican City) - Although Roman Catholics in Rome were originally forbidden 
to attend Unity Week services in non-Roman churches, a Vatican spokesman 
now reports that the ban was lifted in respect to the service organised by 
the Episcopal Church of St. Paul. 


The Vicariat of the Diocese of Rome had made the original ruling after 
consultation with the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (formerly 
the Holy Office). But then permission was granted for this service 
through the intervention of the State Secretariat, acting on behalf of 

the Pope. 


It was also noted that Father Thomas Stransky, a member of the Secretariat 
for Christian Unity, preached at the English-speaking Methodist Church on 
January 22, ; EPS, Geneva 
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BRAZIL'S INTELLECTUALS HEAR 
PROMINENT U.S. THEOLOGIAN 


(Rio de Janeiro) - Approximately 100 Brazilian intellectuals, including 
both Christians and non-Christians, listened attentively to U.S. 
Protestant theologian Harvey Cox lecture on the new age and opportunities 
for the Church in a secular world. The talk was sponsored by the 
influential secular publishing house Civilizacao Brasileira, as part of 
a series entitled "Meeting with Civilization." 


Among those who took part in the discussion which followed were Poet 
Moacyr Felix, Pastor Jovelino Ramos, Professor Pierre Furter, Father 
Hliseu Lopes, Waldo Cesar and Father Alfonso Gregory. Chairman of the 
meeting, held in the Theatre Santa Rosa, was Dr. Hélio Silva. 


On this occasion the first book produced by the ecumenical publishing 
house Paz e Terra was introduced. By Roger Garaudy, it is titled 


From Anathema to Dialogues EPS, Geneva 


POPE DISCUSSES RELIGION, 
PEACE WITH PODGORNY 


(Vatican City) - In an hour-long private meeting, Pope Paul VI and 
soviet President Nikolai Podgorny discussed world peace and religious 
liberty in the Soviet Union. 


‘A communiqué issued by the Vatican said the Pope mentioned to the 
President problems concerning religious life and the presence of the 
Catholic Church in the territories of the Soviet Union. They also 
explored "questions regarding the maintenance of peace and improvement of 
relations among peoples." 


During his official six-day state visit to Italy, Mr. Podgorny was taken 


on a tour of Vatican City, which no Communist chief of state had ever 
seen. EPS ,) Geneva 


GOVERNMENT'S ROLE IN ARGENTINE 
UNIVERSITIES TO BE STUDIED 


(Buenos Aires) - The Student Christian Movement (MEC) of Argentina has 
indicated that it will encourage students to investigate the recent 
incidents of government interference in the affairs of state universities 


(EPS No. 34, 1966). 
"It is absolutely essential to analyse clearly and without prejudice the 


bases underlying the method of intervention in the university, and to -link 


it with other methods which the government has adopted in other sectors," 
said a statement issued by MEC at its headquarters here. 


_In mapping a strategy for its educational campaign, two fields of : 
activity were indicated: within the churches and in the universities 
themselves. / 


The student movement said it would urge students who are church members 
to concern themselves with the concrete problems facing the universities, 
and. the challenge the situation presents for theological reflection. The 
churches will be asked to support those involved in the university 
struggle and to lend their premises for discussions on academic freedom. 


MEC also said it would encourage Christian students to take part in 


university affairs and will promote round- table discussions and radio talks 
EPS, Geneva 
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IN BRIEF 

On the Greek island of Corfu Roman Catholics will celebrate Easter this 
year on the same date as the Orthodox. Permission has been granted by 
the Holy See in response to a request from Mgre Varthalitis, the Roman 
Catholic Archbishop in Corfu. 
The introduction to the legal code of Ecuador will no longer refer to 
"the Christian tradition" of the country, nor will it speak of God as 
"the Supreme Lawgiver of the universe". However, the prayer for God's 
protection has been retained. . The new version was recently passed by 
the Legislative Assembly. P 

12 gig Atlae TBs : sg > By 3: 
Professor S.F.H.J. Berkelbach van der Sprenkel, emeritus-professor at 
the University of Utrecht, died on January 18 at the age of 84. ° He was 
a member of the Committee of 35, which was instrumental in the formation 
of the World Council of Churches, and was a member of the WCC Central 


Committee until 1953. 


% * * 
Agreement in principle has been reached by the Alberta government (Canada) 
and the Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran and Roman Catholic Churches and the 

United Church of Canada on the formation of an interdenominational | 
university. Final approval must now be given for a second campus in the 
Edmonton area which would be financed by the government and operated 
by the churches. 

* * * 
The United Church of Christ (USA) has formed a panel of consultants 
to help bring about public school integration in Northern cities. A 
spokesman for the church's Council for Christian Social Action said the 
consultants would advise and train local leaders on how to press for 
reforms. 

* * * 
Church services were held throughout Nigeria in memory of soldiers and 
civilians who lost their lives in last year's military take-over. Lt. 
Col. David Ejoor, military governor of Midwestern Nigeria, attended an 
interdenominational’ service held to pray for the return of peace to this 
strife-torn country. Fourteen denominations were represented at the 
service. 

* x a , 
Heads of religious orders in Colombia have been granted permission by the 
Vatican to distribute the elements of Holy Communion when it is impossible 
to obtain the services of a priest for a period of more than eight days. 
They will not be allowed, however, to administer Mass or consecrate the 
elements. Men who head religious orders can distribute the elements in 
Oratories or public chapels. Women will be able to do so only within 
their own religious communities or in hospitals or schools. 

¥ * * ; 

A Baptist book store is operating in Barcelona with government permission. 
It is located on an important street of the residential area of Bonanova. 
About 75 people attended the dedicatory service on December 20, 
including leaders of other Evangelical denominations. 

% % * 
A Roman Catholic sociologist stated in Philadelphia (USA) that 
government-operated birth control programmes increase rather than reduce 
individual freedom. Dr. William V. D'Antonio, head of the department of 
sociology at the University of Notre Dame, said in an address to the 
Planned Parenthood Association that the programmes operated by government 
agencies have a freedom of’ choice that was now denied to many because of 
poverty and ignorance. Dr. D'Antonio is chairman of .the Catholic Committee 
on Population and Government Policy, which endorses the government's 
programme. 
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One of the Netherland's highest honours was conferred by Queen Juliana 

on Dre Willem Je Kooiman, professor of church history at the University 
of Amsterdame He was made a Knight of the Order of the Netherlands Lione 
He is chairman of the national committee of the Lutheran World Federation 
and professor at the seminaryof the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the 
Netherlands. 


* * * 


An Austrian branch of the international Paulus Association has been 

formed in Vienna. Its aim is to promote conversation between theologians 
and scientists, and also between Christianity and Marxism. The 

scientific advisory council includes theologians, scientists, philosophers, 
historians and jurists. It is planned to found additional branches in 
Italy, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Great Britain, the USA, the 
Philippines and Indiae 


* * *% 


Pastors in the Evangelical Church of Hesse-Nassau have been forbidden to 
participate in Catholic wedding ceremoniese Professor Wolfgang Sucker, 
president of the Church, sent a letter to all clergy urging them 
"strictly to avoid giving any impression of a double wedding or a 


‘mixed wedding.'" He added that pastoral care is all the more essential 
for Protestants who are married to Catholics. 
% * % 


The Women's Federation of the Congregational Union of South Africa has 
voted to dissolve this yeare Henceforth women's work will be handled by 
a committee of the United Congregational Church of Southern Africa when 
it is formed. It is hoped that union of the three Congregational bodies 
can be consummated in October. 


* * * 


US Vice President Hubert Humphrey joined in honouring Archbishop Iakovos, 
Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America, in 
a special testimonial dinner in Chicago attended by more than 1,500 
personse 

* x * 


A citation from the Korean Government was presented to Dre Charles Ge 
Chakerian, social welfare consultant to Church World Service (USA) for 
his "great contributions to the development of Korean Social Welfare 
Service". Dr. Chakerian, chairman of the Department of Church and 
Community at McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago, carries on a 
joint programme of instruction in Christian social work with the 


University of Chicago, University of Illinois and Loyola Universitye 
EPS, Geneva 
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Special Report 


CONFERENCE OF GERMAN LUTHERAN BISHOPS 
ISSUES STATEMENT ON. THEOLOGICAL. RESEARCH 


(Munich) - The West German Conference of Bishops of the United 
Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Germany (VELKD) met at Kranzbaoh 

(Upper Bavaria) from January llth to 18th, to discuss contemporary 
disputes about the Bible. It issued the following statement to pastors 
and congregations. 


Le The present disputes about the Bible are, in our View, a sign that 
the Church»sis alive. "Were it:not that I hear this: tumult", wrote 
Martin Luther, "I would not believe that the Word of God is at workin 
the world." |The message of Jesus Christ has to be constantly repeated 
and reinterpreted. Where the Spirit of God is at work, there is bound 
to be unrests 


Dm. The Bible says that God became man in Jesus Christ. He placed 
himself completely in the hands of men. He exposed Himself to their 
questions, their doubts and their rejection. He submitted himself to 
crucifixion. Correspondingly He speaks in the Bible through men. . He 
thus gives us liberty and entrusts us with the task of examining the 
Bible's message with all the scientific means at our disposal. In 
dealing with the Bible we have to maintain this tension of God's Worg 
in-man's mouth. This is not merely a challenge; it is also an 
enrichment. 


a For the sake of truth, biblical exegesis requires research by those 
expert in history and theology. This research is constantly revealin 

to us afresh the depth of God's dealings with man. . But research can 3 
fulfil its task only if it realises its limitations. | Methods of research 
change. No method can be adequate or final. All scientific research work 
with certain presuppositions; and on these presuppositions its findin i s 
depend. But because the Bible speaks only to those who have faith ae 
have need of the Holy Spirit when we apply theological research so. tHe 
Bible. God, who has given us our intelligence, is greater than all 
human intelligence. 


Ax In our world, which tries to understand itself subjectively, it is 
not easy to speak of God. We share the difficulty of all those we \ 
to see where God is at work in human life. We Christians share 
responsibility for the fact that the name of God has become empty. . In 
the confusion of our time we turn our eyes to Jesus Christ. He is more 
than an extraordinary human being; in him God Himself entered the 
darkness of life. .The Crucified Christ is more than a pattern of 
compassion for human suffering; he heals the world and reconciles ug 
with God. Through his resurrection he is, still alive - but not inthe 
way that a poet survives in his work. In his Word and Sacrament he is 
personally present as the Living Christ. He enables us to pray to God 
in full confidence. The day is coming when he will reveal his glory 

and will bestow on us a share in his life, in a new heaven and a new 
earth. In life and in death we hold fast to what we believe and confess 


o try 


5. God works in such a way a&S to make use of members of His Church with 
their different gifts. We thank all who strive for the. purity of the : 
Gospel when they do research, teach, preach, end bear witness in everyd 
life. We warn against false, hasty judgments about each other: ae mt 
same time we urge people not to distort the Gcspel truth or curtail rks 
We encourage all to study the Bible regularly, and ask theolozical % 
teachers and pastors to strengthen and-unite tle Church. Th aaa ese rov 
its rightness if it helps us to pray more loyally, to confess oun repeated 
more courageously and to love more obediently. EPS, archos 
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REFORMED CHURCH IN CUBA 


HOLDS FIRST GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


(Geneva) ~ More than half of the voting delegates in the first General ~ 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Reformed Churoh of Cuba were women, re- 
ported Dre Marcel Pradervand on his return from a ten-day visit to the 
Caribbean islands 


The general secretary of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches re- 
presented his organization and the World Council of Churches at the 
inauguration of the new Ouban churohs. Until January 22 it had been 
part of the United Presbyterian Church USA¢. 


The General Assembly voted to apply for membership in the, WCC and 
WARC. It also became the first church formally to adopt the Con- 
fession of 1967 formulated by the UPUSA seg latter body will vote on 
the Confession in May)s 


"This is the first time I have been in a church where the women were in 
the majority in the General Assembly", said Dre Pradervande He saw it | 
as evidence of the very active role lay people play in Cuban church lifes 


Praising the generosity of church members in the face of diffioult eoo= 
nomic conditions, he noted that support from abroad has declined rapidly 
in recent years, "at the express wish of the Presbyterian church in 
Cuba" 


In régard to the church's position vis-a-vis the Cuban government Dro 
Pradervand said: "The church in:-Cuba is a small one, it is a believer's 
church, it is not one of the large churches suoh as we have in Europe 
where many people are only baptised without taking an active part in 

the life of the church. In Cuba the believers really believe, and so 
cannot accept the ideology of the communist governmente But the church 
as such is willing to play its full part in the life of the nation." 


Some pastors have left the country since the Castro régime came to power, 
he said, and there are few students of theologye This means a shortage 
of pastors "but here again the women are filling in the gaps"s The 
first pastor ordained by the new church was a womane 


The Reformed leader termed the new ecumenical study centre opened in 
Havana on January 15 an important step in ecumenical cooperation, It 
"will help Christian people to understand the new situation in which’ 
they live and also help the government to see the contribution that the 
Christians can make to the new society", he saids 


Dre Pradervand found "very close" relations among member churches of 
the Cuban Council of Evangelical Churches, although no formal union © 
negotiations are in progress. 


Relations with the Roman Catholic Church have improved, he saide During 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity the Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Havana preached at an ecumenical service in Havana Cathedral, attended 

by representatives of most of the Evangelical churchess 


Asked how eoumenical organizations can best assist Christians in Cuba, 
the WARC general secretary said: "The most important thing is to keep 
Glose contacts with these churchese: Cuba today is a very isolated 
countrys Letters trayel slowly and there are few visitorse 1h ae 
essential that we assure the brethren there that they are still part of 
the world=wide Christian family@" EPS, Geneva 
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ANGLICAN BISHOP CALLS OFF 
VISIT TO BELFAST 


(London) = The Bishop of Ripon, Dr. John Moorman, who recently led an 
Anglican delegation to Italy for talks with the Roman Catholic Church, 
canoelled his proposed visit to Belfast on February 1 "owing to local 
opposition". 


It would not be right for him to be in Belfast if his presence was going 
to cause trouble, Dre Moorman saids On January 30 permission for Ste 
Anne's Cathedral, Belfast, to be used for.a meeting on church unity was 
withdrawn because of a threatened parade to the cathedral led by the 

Reve Ian Paisley, who heads the small Free Presbyterian Church of Ulsters 


According to the Dean of Belfast, the Very Reve Ce Ie Peacocke, the 
Northern Ireland Government had told him that this was not a good time 
for the bishop's visite 


Asked if he thought there would ever be a "good time" for such a visit, 
the Dean replied: "Not for a good many years''s 


The committee of thé Irish Church Association, which had invited Dr. 
Moorman, cancelled the meeting, as the bishop and others "might be sub= - 
jected to gross discourtesy and possible violence"s .EPS, Geneva 


"FAST FOR PEACE" CALLED 
IN PENITENCE FOR VIETNAM 


(Washington) - Christians and Jews in the United States were asked to 
join in a three-day "Fast for Peace" beginning on Ash Wednesday (February 
8), which would coincide with the Buddhist New Year, when a temporary 
cease-fire was scheduled in Vietnam 


Plans for the fast were announced at the closing session of a two-day 
"Peace Mobilization" attended by more than 2,000 Protestant, Roman 
Catholic and Jewish.clergymen from 45 statese 


The group’ said the fast would be "an act of penitence" for the war in 
Vietname Every citizen should recognise, said the group, that "we are 
all participants in the inhumanity of war by the taxes we pay"s 


Seven representatives of the group went to the White House for a meeting 
with Walt We Rostow, the President's adviser on national security affairse. 
Eight others who visited Defense Secretary McNamara at the Pentagon urged 
cessation of American bombings of North Vietnam in the hope that it might 
lead to negotiationse 


Delegations of clergymen called on their congressmen, pressing upon them 
their desire for the nation to seek negotiated peace "in more courageous 
terms than have yet been undertaken". 


The Peace Mobilization was sponsored by the National Committee of Clergy- 
men and Laymen Concerned About Vietnam, an interfaith organization formed 
last yeare . EPS, Geneva 


CLOSING OF CHINESE CHURCHES | 
CONFIRMED BY MISSIONARY 


‘(Rusohlikon, Switzerland) - Confirmation of reports that the Christian 
churches in Mainland China have been closed was provided by a missionary 
of the Southern Baptist Convention in an interview given during a visit 
to the Baptist Theological Seminary heres 


George Wilson, Jrey assistant exeoutive secretary of the Hong Kong Baptist 


Association and a professor of religious education at Hong Kong MERE? hy 
more 
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Seminary, stated that there is evidence of individual believers and 
even Christian families in China. However, sO many people serve as 
informers that anyone practising his Christian devotions is likely to 
be reported to the authorities, possibly even by a member of his own > 
family, he saide 


Wilson reported about 20,000 Baptists in Hoes Konge Despite its 
nearness to the gong es sphere of influence, he said he does not 
sense any fear among the Christians, nor are foreign missionaries 
apprehensivew EPS, Geneva 


FELLOWSHIP OF LEAST COIN 
MARKS TENTH ANNIVERSARY 


(Bangkok) = During the ten years in which it has been in existence, the 
Fellowship of the Least Coin has received $223,775 (£79,929) from 
Christian women on all continents for projects of evangelism and relief 
throughout the worlds 


Funds have been distributed to 91 projects on six continents. 


Founded in 1956 by Mrse Se Re Solomon of the United Church of North India, 
it received official support from the Asian Church Women's Conference at 
its meeting in Hong Kong in 1958. 


Explaining the origin of the Fellowship of the Least Coin, Mrse Solomon 
said,"We Asians always want to interpret spiritual feelings, through con- 
crete_actions, to connect prayer with actions Every woman can put a 

least coin aside as a token that she has prayed for specific concerns." 


Projects that have received support include: the Child Care Programme of 
the East Harlem Protestant Parish in New York City, which ranges from a 
ministry to teenage drug addicts and fighting gangs to vacation church 
schools and leadership training; purchase of drugs and care for tubers 


culosis sufferers in India; and the Protestant Medical Centre at Kimpese, 


Congo, which has surgical services, maternity-pediatric care, a lepro-— 
sarium, a nurgwing school and the only orthopaedic facilities in the 
countrys. 


The treasurer of the Hast Asia Christian soatecengy receives and admini-= 
sters the funds of the fellowship. : EPS, Pape" RS 


FATHER PAUL VERGHESE TO HEAD 
SYRIAN ORTHODOX SEMINARY 


(Geneva) = Father Paul Verghese, associate general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches and director of the Division of Ecumenical Action, has 
been appointed principal of the Syrian Orthodox Theological Seminary in 
Kottayam, Kerala, Indiae He was named by the Holy Synod of the Churohe 


Fre Verghese leaves the service of the WCC at the end of August and 
returns to India where he will take up his new duties about October le 


He succeeds Father Philipos, who was recently enthroned as Metropolitan 
Philipos Mar Theophilos of the Diocese of Angamalys 


The seminary at Kottayam is the main training centre for priests of the 
Syrian Orthodox Churche One of the oldest theological oolleges in India, 


it celebrated its 150th anniversary in 1965. Recently it affiliated 


with Serampore Por veres ys which gives it the right to grant a Bachelor 
of Divinity degree. 


Fre Verghese was elected a ae. of his church in December 1965. 
However, he has requested that his consecration be postponed for at least 
ten years Church authorities have taken no action on his requeste. 

ps EPS;. Geneva 
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SPAIN'S RELIGIOUS LIBERTY LAW 
WILL TEST ALL. PARTIES, PROTESTANT HOLDS 


(Geneva) = Promulgation of the law on religious liberty by the Spanish 
Government will be "a revolutionary, strange and dangerous event", 
according to Pastor. Humberto Capo, secretary of the Spanish Evangelical 
Church Councils 


Pastor Capo made this statement in an address delivered here February lo 
His topic was "Spanish Protestantism on the Eve of the Promulgation of 
‘the Law on Religious Liberty", a 


The event will be "revolutionary", he said, because the Roman Catholic 
Church now finds itself challenged by the very régime which had given 
the church every opportunity to institute religious uniformity as a 
bulwark of political uniformity. 


The law's promulgation will be "strange't because the law itself satisfies 
neither the Government, the Catholics, nor the Protestants. 


Explaining that the Government had been obliged to take the action due to 
external pressures, such as the economic development of Europe and the 
aggiornamento of the Church of Rome, Pastor Capo noted that Catholics 
have great difficulty in applying the decisions of the Second Vatican 
Councils ' 


Protestants, who were never consulted on the matter, are uncertain how 
the law will be applieds 


Pastor Capo used the term "dangerous" because he said, "it is certain 
that this freedom will be costly". 


Coming on the heels of the law granting some freedom to the press, the 
new law "breaches the monolithic politico-religious structure which had 
guaranteed a strong government". 


The Catholic Church will find its claim to be the sole purveyor of spirit- 
ual blessings dealt a serious blow by the granting of legal status to 
religious minoritiese "Will the church know how to play the game 
according to the new rules?", Pastor Capo asked 


Protestants will need to exércise great care not to hail the new law as 

a "triumph". Instead they must use tact vis-a-vis their Catholic brothers 
who are now going through a time of testing. The question is whether they 
Can maintain a fraternal attitude, free from polemics or a spirit of 
revenges 


Nevertheless, the new law will have many positive aspectse 
"A new era is undoubtedly opening for the Protestant minority (one out of 


every 1,000 citizens). It is an era full of promise", said the Evan- 
gelical churchmane . 


"Whatever the motives that dictated the change, it should be welcomed, 
even though we are well aware of all the difficulties that must be faced 
and surmounted", said Pastor Capos EPS» Geneva 
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OFFICIAL URGES RECOGNITION 
OF CHRISTIAN COUNCIL'S ROLE 


(Nairobi) = The value of national Christian councils as agencies which 
work at the churches! direction and on behalf of the churches, was 
stressed by the Rev. Yohana Mbogori, outgoing Deputy General Secretary 
of the National Christian Council of Kenya (NCCK). 


"Most of us think of the Christian council when we want something from 
it", said Mr. Mbogori. "Perhaps we need the Council's help as we seek 
to establish our own denominational work in a certain area ... Perhaps 
there is misunderstanding between two denominations and we need help 
there." But when things are running well, we think of the staff of 
NCCK as "them and their mysterious work", he saide 


"What we must realise is that the Council is not another church", said 
the Methodist minister. "It is an organisation which exists to serve all 
the churches. It can only do things in the way in which the leaders, of 
the member churches deem right." 


Calling particular attention to the assistance given to refugees, he 
said: "It is estimated that in Africa there are nearly one million 
uprooted people. Some have been struggling for their independence, while 
others have become victims of other tribes in their new states. In Kenya 
we do not have as many refugees as some of our neighbouring countries", 
he said. 


Since 1963, an average of 180 refugees have been cared for by the joint 
committee of NCCK and the Kenya Catholic Secretariat, Mr. Mbogori reported. 
Three-quarters of them are young men of school age, and most are in schools 
in Nairobi while others are doing private study. 


NCCK has provided the young people with daily food and paid for their 
lodging and medical treatment, while the Catholic Secretariat covered 
educational costs. . 


In 1966 the National Christian Council spent about 100,000 shillings 

($ 14,000) on maintenance of refugees. The funds came out of the Uscumenical 
Programme for Emergency Action in Africa (EPEAA) of the All Africa. Con= 
ference of Churches, . 


"It is encouraging to know that some of this money comes from member churches 
-of the AACC, which means that we are not leaving Christians oversears to ~ 
do this job alone", said Mr. Mbogori. | 


The latter is leaving the council staff to become chairman of the Coast 
District of the Methodist Church, EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN AID GIVES FUNDS 
TO CATHOLIC PROJECTS 


(London) ~ Christian Aid, which solicits and distributes funds to relief 
and rehabilitation projects on behalf of the member churches of the 
British Council of Churches, has given £ 10,000 ($ 28,000) to the Catholic 
Fund for Overseas Development for spegified projects overseas. This is 

in recognition of the increasing participation of Roman Gatholics in the 
annual Christian Aid Week as workers and contributors to house=to-house 
collections, 


At Christian Aid's invitation the Catholic Fund for Overseas Development 
submitted details of projects for which the funds were needed. They 
included agricultural work, medical and vocational training and rural 


development in East, Central and West Africa, South India and Latin America. 


EPS, Geneva 
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NEW IMAGE OF MAN IS SUBJECT 
OF LATIN AMERICAN VOLUMES 


(Buenos Aires) = A series of books on the "new image" of man, the universe 
and the faith are among the 30 titles now being prepared by the Rio de 

la Plata Commission for Christian Literature as part of its ongoing pro- 
gramme of Christian instruction, 


A gift of DM 80,000 ($20, 000) to assist with the publication project 
Came from the Evangelical Working Group for World Mission (Evangelische 
Arbeitsgemeinschaft fur Weltmission) in Hamburg, Germanys. 


The Christian Literature Commission heard reports on these new developments 
when it met here recently to elect officers, welcome new MEMCEeTS 5 and 
make plans for the futures. 


The group agreed on the need to launch a series of publications that would 
reach a wider publics 


Established in 1943, the commission consists of representatives of the 


Argentine Federation of Evangelical Churches, the Federation of Evan- 


gelical Churches of Uruguay, Methopress, the Aurora a House and 
the Theological Education Fund, 


Officers were elected as follows: Chairman - Luis Ee. Odell; Vice- 
Chairman - Eulalio Burgos; Secretary - Ruth de Gonzalez; Treasurer 

and Editorial Secretary - Adam F. Sosa; Executive Secretary - A. Franco 
Diaze 

The executive secretary reported that seminars for writers have been con= 
ducted as part of literacy campaigns in different Latin American countries 
using funds from the Literature and Literacy Committee in New York and 

the Christian Literature Fund of the World Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva 


METHODIST DISCIPLINE TO INCLUDE 
STATEMENT ON ECUMENISM 


(Denver) - A short statement on ecumenical principles for inclusion nel 
the Methodist Discipline (USA) will be prepared by the denominations 
Commission on Eoumenical Affairs. 3 


The decision to prepare the statement for the Discipline - poe longer 
statement to be used throughout the Church for study and educational 
purposes - was reached at the Commission's annual meeting heree 


Dre Robert We Huston, general secretary, reported that a questionnaire 
sent to some 1,100 Methodist pastors reflected "solid support" for con- 
tinued Rte nation in the nine-denomination Consultation on.Church 
Union (EPS No. 17,1966). Less than two per cent of a random sample 
indicated a completely negative attitude toward the consultation. 


According to Dre Huston, there is also "significant support for the en= 
couragement of conversations and joint mission with Roman Catholics and 
other Protestants (those not included in COCU), the conciliar efforts 

for cooperative Christianity at all levelsaoe and for the encouragement of 
those (such as students) who do not bear responsibility for institutions 

to experiment, with sensitivity, in the direction of what may now be 
institutionally impossible. 


Within the regional annual conferences of Methodism, commissions on ecu- 
menical affairs have increased five-fold since 1965 - from four to 20, 
with several others in the process of formationo EPS, Geneva 
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MANY AFRIKAANS MINISTERS HELD 
DEAF TO "CHRIST'S INSTRUCTION" 


(Johannesburg) - The "vast majority of ministers of the three Afrikaans 
Churches" were criticised by. Dr. W.B. de Villiers, a member of the», 
Christian Institute, for maintaining that the time is not.yet ripe fox 
Christian action in the country because it could endanger the "traditional 
way of life". 


Dr. de Villiers! statement was contained in the magazine "Pro Veritate', 
published by the Institute. 


Nowhere in the Gospel, particularly in the New Testament, is tradition 
ever elevated to something divine, he stated. Nor-is adherence to 
tradition ever described as a Christian virtue, according to the writer. . 


"The levelling of the officially determined barriers between the races; 
even in the purely religious sphere of joint worship, represents an 
incalculable risk and holds immeasurable danger for the comfort and 
security of the numerically inferior whitepopulation", Dr. de be tee 
noted, 


For this reason, he said, the vast majority of ministers of the Afrikaans 
churches "prefer to close their eyes and ears to the clear instruction of 
Christ in.this regard. They let things go their course a little longer 
and soothe their moral conscience with all kinds of theological iii 
and rationalisation", stated the South African, 


This, says Dr. de Villiers, is’ calculated to bring the uninformed or the 
unsuspecting on a false trail, to avoid a clear decision by postponement 
because the time is "not ripe for it". EPS, Geneva 


PULPIT EXCHANGE PLANNED TO FURTHER 
INTERDENOMINATIONAL UNDERSTANDING 


(New York) ~ Ap#tl 23 has been designated as the occasion for a wide . ; 
pulpit exchange among ministers of the nine U.S. denominations participating 
in the Consultation on Church Union (CcOCU). 


"The response to the programme this year has been far greater than we had 
any reason to expect ~ not just from one region but from all over America" 
stated Prof. Paul A. Crow Jr. of Lexington Theological Seminary, associate 
executive secretary of COCU, who is arranging the exchange. 


Congregations across the country are already engaged in interchurch study 
groups, using the document entitled "Principles of Church Union", which 
represents the agreement which the Consultation has reached over the Poe 
five years. 


When the sixth session of the Consultation is held in Cambridge Masse; 
May 1-4 the major subject for discussion will be the possible structure 
and organisation of a united church. EPS; Geneva 
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WCC LEADERS ATTEND 
FUNERAL OF BISHOP DIBELIUS 


(Berlin) - Representatives of church and state gathered in Ste Matthew's 
Church in the West Berlin suburb of Steglitz for the funeral of Bishop 
Otto Dibelius on February 66 


The former WCC president, who had served for many years as both chair- 
man of the German Evangelical Church Council and Bishop of Berlin 
Brandenburg, died January 31 at the age of 86 (EPS Nos 4)e 


Present for the funeral service were Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general 

. secretary of the WCC; Dre We Ae Visser 't Hooft, former general 
secretary; and representatives of the Bonn Government, the Berlin Senate 
and the Allied Forces in Germany, «The Iutheran Churches of Sweden, 
Norway and Denmark were also represented Most of the Evangelical 
regional bishops in the Federal Republic attended. 


A flood of messages from political and ecclesiastical dignitaries in : 
Germany and abroad voiced the universal esteem in which Bishop Dibelius 
had been helde 


Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras praised "the great Christian leader, 
theologian and fervent servant of the spirit of ecumenism", The 
Apostolic Nuncio in Bonn conveyed Pope Paul's "deeply felt sympathy" 
by means of a telegram to Bishop Kurt Scharf. 


The chairman of the Conference of Evangelical Church Leaders in the German 
Democratic Republic, Bishop Friedrich-Wilhelm Krummacher (Greifswald) | 
of Pomerania, expressed gratitude for the "great man whose heart was ever | 
open for his brother"s a EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLICS, ORTHODOX COOPERATE IN SWEDEN 


(Stockholm) = A joint Catholic-Orthodox Working Group for Sweden has been 
formed to ensure cooperation in the pastoral care of immigrants and other 
Matters affecting religious minorities. 


The Ecumenical Commission of the Catholic Diocese of Stockholm and repre- 
sentatives of the Orthodox Church in Sweden initiated the action. 


A communiqué issued on the formation of the Working Group stressed the 
unprejudiced attitude of both churches towards other Christian communities 


and towards ecumenical efforts in Sweden, In particular, the hope was 
expressed that cooperation would be possible with the Swedish Ecumenical 
Councils EPS, Geneva 


OLD CATHOLIC BISHOP NAMED TO ANGLICAN DIOCESE 
de 


(Lourenco Marques, Mozambique) - For the first time an Old Catholic priest 
has been named Suffragan Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Lebombo, which 
covers the whole of Mozambique.e His is Dre Pina Cabral, pastor of the 
Lusitanian Catholic Church in Oporto, Portugale This church belongs to 
the Old Catholic family, and is in inter-communion with the churches of 
the Union of Utrecht and the Anglican Church. Dre Cabralts consecras 
tion wiil take place shortly. 


The nomination of an Old Catholic stems from a decision taken six months 
ago cy the Anglican Diocesan Synod of Lebombo. It is intended that Dre 
Cabral should eventually succeed the Anglican Diocesan Bishop, and the 
existing Angiican Diocese of Portuguese Africa would thereby become part of 
the Lusitanian Catholic Church of Portugale EPS, Geneva 
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TANZANIA URGES MISSIONARIES 
TO TILL THEIR LAND 


(Dar-es-Salaam) - The Minister of Development and Planning for Tanzania, 
Mr. Saidi Maswanya, has criticised missionaries who are not prepared to 

give up land they received long ago "during the colonial era". However, 

this criticism applies "only to those who do not cultivate their land," 

he said. . 


Repeating a statement he had made in a public address in the District 

of Lushoto late in December, the Minister noted the government was 
willing to allow missionaries as much ground as they needed for their 
buildings and projects, but will not permit a few missionaries to retain 
land which is either unoultivated or inadequately used. 


In view of the fact that private ownership of land had never existed 

in East Africa until Arabs and Europeans came in, said Mr. Maswanya, 

the Government of Tanzania returned to this system upon the departure 

of the colonial powers. Current laws allow the government to nationalize 
without compensation any land inadequately cultivated, even though 
individuals and corporations had considered it their property before 

the declaration of independence. 


However, according to Mr. Maswanya, the government has no intention of 
expropriating land needed by the missionaries for their work. They would 


. even be encouraged to contribute to their country's production through 


their farms. It was expected, said the Minister of Development, that the 
missionaries would aid the small farmers in their area by means of ‘advice 
and, where possible, financial assistance. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Rev. Arne Sovik, director of the Department of World Mission of the 
Lutheran World Federation, has been named executive secretary of the 

Board of World Missions of the Lutheran Church in America, He joi1is the 
staff of the U.S. agency on October 1 succeeding Dr. Earl 5S. Erb who is 
retiringe Dr. Sovik has held his present post since 1957. His wife has 
been an editorial assistant for the WCC's International Review of Missionse 


a Wa. 


The Synod of the Spanish Episcopal Church has elected Dean Ramon Taibo, 
56, of Madrid as its new Bishop replacing the late Bishop Santos Molina. 
Bishop~elect Taibo was baptized a Roman Catholic, became a Presbyterian 
lay preacher, and was later confirmed as an Episcopalian. He had recently 
been serving a parish in Madrid. 


i a 


The Constituent Assembly of South Vietnam vetoed the introduction of a 

state religion in a vote taken the end of January. Instead, it approved 

the safeguarding of religious liberty by constitutional means (85 of the 

92 members present favored the latter motion) « In future, religious liberty 
will be subordinate only to the common good and public order. The con- 
stitution now goes to the government board headed by Gen. Nguyen Van Thiety. 


x * * EPS, Geneva 
CORRECTION. The Asian consultation on "God's People in God's World" has 


been re-scheduled for April 24 through 30, and will not be held in February 
as announced in EPS Noe39, 1966. 
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CHURCH WORLD SERVICE LAUDS JOHNSON'S 
PROMISE OF AID TO INDIA 


(New York) «+ President Johnson's proposals to Congress Par UeSe. Seren 


cipation in a worldwide "war on hunger" specifically in India, was | oe 


praised in a telegram sent to him by the director of Church World. 
Service of the National Council of Churches (USA). 


James MacCracken wired the President: "Congratulations on your superb 
India food message which comprehensively and brilliantly expresses the 
American people's concern and compassion for those in desperate need in 
India and elsewhere in the worlds Your message challenges the American 
Protestant community, working through Church World OnE Ay: to do even 
more to meet the challenge of world hunger." 


Commenting editorially on President Johnson's proposals, the New York Times 


Said: 


"President Johnson has broken exciting new ground with his proposals to 
Congress for American participation in a worldwide 'war on hunger?» 

His programme is both short-run, dealing specifically and immediately 
with the famine threat in India, and long-term, geared to help willing 
nations help themselves along the road to self-sufficiency in foode 


"Tt is a programme that should restoke the fires of idealism and altruism 
while satisfying demands for practicality. The President states harsh 
truths about imperative self-help requirements for food recipients: 

birth control and family planning; higher priority for agriculture as 
against industry in development programmes of needy countries; vastly 
expanded use of fertilizer and seeds along with soil-building and con- 
servation policies, 


"But he emphasises equally the enduring willingness of the United States, 
if other advanced nations cooperate, to provide food.on generous terms 
while recipient countries are developing the capacities to feed their 
hungry. 


"Mre Johnson sensibly proposes to approach India's problem through the 
eleven-member consortium already functioning under World Bank leadership 
to provide economic aid to that country. Food becomes a part of the 
multilateral assistance programme provided through the consortium. 


"The President makes clear that food and food-related aid administered’ in 
this way should be additional to the economic assistance already in con- 
sortium programmes, and not - as had been feared ~ a substitute for ite 
Use of the consortium under the World Bank umbrella should facilitate 
integration of over-all aid to India and de-fuse suspicions that the 
United States will use its aid in an effort to influence Indian policies 
at home and abroad." EPS, Geneva 


KOREAN LAYMAN JOINS 
WCC YOUTH DEPARTMENT 


(Geneva) - The first churchman from the Republic of Korea to join the 
staff of the World Council of Churches is Mr. Sang Jung Park, who became 
associate secretary of the Youth Department on February le 


Mr. Park succeeds the Rev. Hiroshi Shinmi, who returns to Javan to teach 
in the theology department of Aoyama Gakuyn University in Tokyo and to 
serve as chaplain to the School of Science and Engineering, 


(more) 
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Before taking up his WCC duties, Mr. Park was youth secretary of the 
National. Christian, Couneil of.Korea for six years» and!in 1966-waswatting 
general secretary of. the,Korean) Student Christian Movements He is'a 
member of the Korean Holiness Churché. 


Avyouth participant at the New Delhi Assembly of the WOC gi theo37syear-old 
Korean churchman represented the East Asia Christian Conferenceat the 
All-Africa Christian Youth Assembly in 1962. He received theological 
training at Asbury Theological Seminary in Kentucky (USA) and Princeton 
Theological’ Seminary, from!which he gained a Master’ of Theology degrees 


In his newpost Mr. Park will seek to promote the ecumenical youth ministry 
in the countries of Asiay Having been a member of the BACC Youth 
Committee for several years, he is already familiar with youth work in 


this regions EPS, Geneva 


SUGGESTIONS .ON,ANGLICAN-METHODIST UNION 
MADE.BY. LORD. FISHER, 


(London)°- Lord Pishér°df Lambeth believes that thé way to ALT conn i 9-1 
between the Church of England and the Methodist Church could be eased “iz 
both Anglican priests and Methodist ministers were called Meresbyters", 


But, although he is in favour of the speedy establishment of Such i121 
communion, the former Archbishop of Canterbury is against the \two 
churches at present pledging themselves to become unified in & since 
churche pore 


Speaking at a meeting of Anglicans and Methodists at South Petherton; 
pomerset, not far from where he now lives in retirement, Lord Fisher 
discussed“questions to be settled before “the “two churches coula enter. into 
full communion with each others“ He explained that the greatest barrier 
to this had already been ovérGome by reason of ‘the Metho@is+ Church's 
willingness,.to become san-.episcopal church. 


"But", Lord’ Pisher' continued, "there is a’ dowble pro>lem Ter 


Pt 
has’ mintsters 
& simple: fact is 
that Church of England priests can equally well be called Church of 
England presbyters, which is the New Testament word, 4nd Methodist 
ministers can equally well ‘be called presbyters “too, 


"The -Chureh of England has priests. The Methodist Church 
and.does not.call.them priests. What about this? They ts 


“Thus both .churches have vresbyters;. the difference is that. dn, the, Church 
of England they are ordained by bishops with presbyters assisting and. in 

the Methodist Church by presbyters alone. The: difference will disappear 

when there “are Methodist bishops" 


Turning to the method of reconciling the two ministries, Lord, Fisher’ said 
it, would be wrong todo anything which implies that Methodist, ministers 
are not already by their Methodist..ordination fully and completely presby= 
ters in the Church of God. . 


"The reconciliation of ministers cannot be ‘brought about by any form of 
ecclesiastical ordination without causing offense .-said. Love Pishers 


He suggested «that "it is God .who reconoiles;,,,and.for that carpose He 
does not need to use any form of ecolesiastical ordination, 


"What ,He does needis faithful prayer by the two churches thex.He. will 
¢o for, them what they, cannot presume to do for themselves," 
EPS Geneva 
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MINISTER QUITS SOUTH AFRICA, 
CONDEMNING RACE CLASSIFICATION 


(Capetown) ~ An Anglican minister who has been harassed for years as a 
result of his strong stand against South Africa's racial segregation 
policies, has gone to live in Englands 


He is the Reve Re Fe Ge Pearce of St. Anne's parish, born in South Africa 
and an Anglican clergyman for 25 yearse 


His decision to leave the country oame after a family in his parish was 
threatened with separation because the mother and one of her three sons 
were declared "coloured" by the government's race oe ae authori-~ 
tiess 


Since under the nation's Group Areas Act whites cannot live together with 
non-whites, the mother and son had to separate from the other two children 
and find accommodation reserved for non-whitese In South Africa, the 
"coloured" are people of mixed blood. 


Mre Pearcé, who fought for the re-classification of Mrse Ee. Fabian Ether 
and her son Kenneth as whites, said he was leaving the country because 
his conscience could not allow him to tolerate race classification any 
longere : EPS, Geneva 


UeSe TELEVISION NETWORK 
TO SHOW FILM ON JESUS 


(New York) - A radical departure from traditional representations of the 
life of Jesus will be televised next month by the National Broadcasting 
Company (USA). 


"The Vine" was produced by N.BeCe News in cooperation with the Southern 
Baptist Convention, It was filmed entirely in Israel and Jordan without 
professional actorse It will be shown here on Sunday, March 12. 


The film is unusual on a number of countse It employs a stream-of- 
consciousness technique, in which Jesus speaks and comments in words not 
found in the New Testament, Jesus, never seen full-face on the screen, 
is represented as a hardy, vigorous person capable of walking 20 or 30 
miles a day =~ quite unlike the rather delicate figure frequently repre- 
sentede 


It is also considered unusual that the Southern Baptist Convention, by 
tradition a theologically conservative denomination, should have initiated 
such an approach and that a Roman Catholic layman should have been asked 
to write the scripts 


Dre Paul Me Stevens, director of the church!s radio and television 
commission, said: "We wanted to do a life of Christ, but we wanted it to 
be differente Usually such programmes end with the Crucifixion, or the 
camera will pan towards the sky and the music will swell to indicate the 
Resurrectione We wanted to show the ever-present Christ, the Christ of 
the highways and byways of the world - in Vietnam, in the streets of New 
York, and the fashion salons of Paris - living among us still and speaking 
to the spiritually crippled," 


Philip Scharper, who wrote the script, is the editor-inwchief and vice- 
president of Sheed and Ward, Inc., a Roman Catholic publishing firm here. 


Referring to the use of non-Scriptural words in addition to familiar 
quotations from the Gospels, Mr. Scharper insisted there was precedence 
for the techniques 


"I think most Scripture scholars today would agree that most of the words 
attributed to Christ in the four She LES were not the precise words used 
by Him", he explained. — EPS,. Geneva 
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INJURED CHILDREN FROM NORTH VIETNAM 
TO CONVALESCE IN EAST BERLIN 


(Berlin)~ The Evangelical Church in Berlin-Brandenburg is planning to 
invite 100 injured children from North Vietnam to spend three months! 
convalescence in the DDRo This decision was taken by the Board of the 
Church in East Berlin, in response to a suggestion made in January by the 
Regional Synode The Synod had asked members to pray for peace, and had 
stressed that this meant being prepared to give every possible form of aids 


The Church Board of East Berlin is thinking especially of children who 
have lost limbs and need orthopaedic care in addition to convalescence. 
They plan to divide the children into four groups of 25 each, accompanied 
by adultse It would be advisable if some of these adults could make 

use of their visit to receive training in orthopaedic care, the board 
statedgs. EPS, Geneva 


"VICTORY OVER RACIALISM" HAILED 
ON INSTALLATION OF ANGLICAN BISHOP 


(Kampala) - The Anglican Church in Kigezi has "had a complete victory 
over the spirit of tribalism and racialism", stated the Most Reve Erica 
Sabiti, Archbishop of Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi, on the occasion of the 
enthronement of the Rt. Rev. Richard E. Lyth as first Bishop of Kigezie 


Bishop Lyth will be the only European among nine other bishops in the 
provinces 


When the people of Kigezi were asked recently to choose three names from 
whom the House of Bishops would appoint their bishop, they sent only one 
name, that of Richard Lyth, and they remained adamant in their choices 


The enthronement ceremonies took place in Ste Peter's Cathedral at Kabale 
on January 22¢ The Rte Reve Kosea Shalita preached the sermon before 
departing to take up a new post in the Diocese of Ankales. 


Among those who welcomed the new bishop were the Rutakirwa Engabo of 
Kigezi, Mre John Bikangaga, and the Minister of Regional Administrations, 
Mre John Lwamafae They addressed a crowd of 15,000 who had gathered 
outside the cathedral. Other dignitaries present included the Rt. Rev. 
Gervasius Nkalanga, Roman Catholic Bishop of Rwanda; the Enganzi of 
Ankole; the head of Uganda's Civil Service and the Secretary Generals 
and the Rt. Rev. Adoniya Sebununguri, Bishop of Rwanda. EPS, Geneva 


ASIAN STUDENTS WILL WORK 
TO EVIDENCE "CHRISTIAN PRESENCE" 


(Poona) - Concerned about the present food shortage’ in India, particularly 
in Bihar State, the Student Christian Movements of India and Ceylon have 
voted to concentrate their attention and resources in coming months on 

a Bihar Famine Relief Projecto Action will probably take the form of work 
camps during thevacation period. Student efforts will be co-ordinated with 
ongoing relief programmes of government and voluntary agenciese 


The action was approved at the recent Triennial Conference of the SCMs of 
India, Pakistan and Ceylon held here. . The Triennial has traditionally 
been one of the most significant events in the life of the three national 
movements, primarily because it brings together students from the three 
countries for common study, worship and actions Unfortunately no delegates 
from Pakistan were present at this trienniale But 250 students did parti- 


cipate, inéluding 65 from Ceylone (more) 
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A notable feature of the meeting was the presence of official delegates 
from the All India Catholic University Federation and the leadership 
role assumed by Father Ls Mascharenhas, rector of De Nobili College, and 
Father M. Re Lederle, S.J. of the Shehasadan Ashram, both of Poonae 


A statement on "renewal through presence" adopted by the conference stated 
in part: "We seek to be more truly present in the critical events of our 
respective nations and our university society, not for ordinary excitement, 
but because we truly feel that Christ is present there, creating extra- 
ordinary excitement. We seek to reform our local units, as part of a 

new and wider reformation, convinced that until we become more honestly 
involved in the concerns of our brothers - Hindu, Buddhist, Communist or 
whatever ~ we will surely fail them, and the Christ who also dwells among 
them and who is bringing all things to himself." ' EPS, Geneva 


UNDENOMINATIONAL CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 
INTRODUCED. IN BADEN-WURTTEMBERG . 


(Stuttgart) - Legislation providing that all state primary schools in the 
Province of Baden-Wurttemberg will henceforth be organised as "undenomi- 
national Christian schools" has aroused serious opposition on the part of 
the Roman Catholic Churche- 


However, Minister~President Filbinger of Baden-Wurttemberg has described 
the new law as "a very significant moment in theaconstitutional history 


of our country". 


Passed by a vote of 89 for and 21 against, the legislation means the 
closing or merging of the state-supported separate Protestant and Catholic 
schoolse Or these may be turned into state-sponsored private confessional 
schools at the request of those entitled to education, provided that an 
adequate undenominational school exists in the district, and that the 
private schools have a minimum number of pupilse 


The reason for the reform is the large number of primary schools having 
only one or two classes The aim of the reform is to improve the quality — 
of education by merging the schoolse Running separate schools has proved 
far too expensive, and educational standards have suffered, it was statedo 


The Vatican newspaper Osservatore Romano has accused the Province of 
Baden-Wurttemberg of a.breach of Article 23 of the Concordat signed in 

1933 between Germany and the Vatican and confirmed in 1957 by the Federal 
Constitutional Courte This article states that "maintenance of Catholic 
confessional schools is guaranteed, as well as the erection of new Catholic 
schools!» Since the provinces of Germany possess full autonomy in the 
guestion of education, the legal validity of the Concordat in this sphere 
is at least debatablee 


Use. So-BORN BISHOP FACES 
EVICTION FROM SOUTH AFRICA 
(Capetown) - Time’ is running out for American born-Negro Bishop Harrison 
J. Bryant, head of the 100,000-member African Methodist Episcopal Church 
in South Africae 
His visa for residence in South Africa will expire February 28. Although 
he has applied for an extension, indications are that it will not.be 
erantede | 

(more) 
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Bishop Bryant, formerly pastor of Ste James! AME church, Baltimore, 

was elected Bishop of the Church in South Africa at the AME General 
Conference in the U.S. in May, 19646. After his election, he had to wait 
for 17 months before the South African government granted a Visae His 
wife and children arrived here in November 1965. 


The original visa allowed Bishop Bryant only six months in South Africa 
and since then it has been extended three times. He was due to leave at 
the end of December, but at the last minute he and his wife were given a 
further extension of two monthsea 


| . aie 
Bishop Bryant had hoped to'be able to stay at least until the end of 1968, 
when his term of office would expires 


He has been helping his church toward autonomy but the task is far from 
completes EPS, Geneva 


DELTA MINISTRY THANKS 
OVERSEAS CHRISTIANS FOR GIFTS 


(Washington, D.C.) ~ Leaders of the Mississippi Delta Ministry visited an 
African ambassador here to dramatise their appreciation to Christians on 
five other continents "for support that has kept our work alivel'se 


Dre %. Ke Matthews, formerly the WCO's Secretary for Africa, and, now 
ambassador from the Republic of Botswana, accepted their thanks on behalf 
of people in 20 nations who have given more than $150,000 to the civil 
rights group in the last two years through the WCC's Division of Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee, and World Services 

Mr. Owen Brooks, acting director of the Delta Ministry, presented the 
ambassador with a wooden cross hand-crafted at Freedom City, Misse, co- 
operative village of poor Negroes.s 

"Without the concern of people overseas, including those in Africa and 
Asia", Mr. Brooks told Dre Matthews, "our work might have ended in 19656 
Your help came at a most critical time.’ : 

"Our meeting is doubly appropriate", Mr.e Brooks told the ambassador, 
“because of the deep interest the Negro people of Mississipp2 have in the 
newly independent nationse Our struggles for freedom nave many similari- 
tiess 

"We congratulate you on your independence", he said, 'tand hope that some 
day the Negro people of Mississippi will also be truly free". 

As the only project in North America listed with Inter—Church Aid, Mire 
Brooks said, "we have received gifts from abroad which are deeply meaning- 
mies BL < 


Besides sizeable contributions from such countries as England and Germany, | 


he said, "we have received $860 from churchmen in Cameroon, and $280 from 
the bi-racial Christian Council of South Africa, The Hast Asia: Chrisvian 
Conference contributed $2,500 and the women of that conference raised ; 
enough in small gifts to send another $1,000", he said "And in a drought 
year, Christians in India sent us $211." 


The Delta Ministry, an arm of the National Council of Churches, has the 
largest civil rights staff in Mississippi. Established in September 1964 
it works with and through existing local groupse EPS, Geneva 


Os. ae Se ee aaa aa2.2.2.208 22 Erect rrr 


Noe 6 = 16th February, 1967 8 


CLERGY IN EUROPE PLEAD 
FOR PEACE IN VIETNAM 


(London) - More than 120 Catholic, Protestant and Jewish clergy took part 
in a lunch-time procession of witness through the City of London on 
February 10s. They were led by Anglican Bishop Ce. Kenneth Sansbury, 
general secretary of the British Council of Churches, Father Simon Blake, 
OePe, and Rabbi Saul Aniase 


A banner carried by two Franciscan friars was inscribed with the words 
"For Peace in Vietnam". Others carried placards bearing the peace pro- 
posals of U Thant, UeNe secretary generale 


The organisers stressed that this was not a political protest but an act 
of identification with all the victims of this war, and with their 
tdeeply ‘troubled American brethren!., Those taking part were giving 
public support to the peace appeals of Pope Paul and to similar state- 
ments by the WCC and the British Council of Churchess 


ol Ob 6 Paul's Cathedral a short service of intercession was led by the 
Lord Bishop of.London, Dr. Robert Stopfords 


The procession of witness had been organised by all main denominations, 
but was not officially sponsored by any groups. 


Afterwards députations delivered letters signed by those taking part to 
Primé Minister Wilson and to the ambassadors of the UsSeAe, and the 
UVedseSoRe 


(Stockholm) + A statement on Vietnam issued by the Baptist Union of 

Sweden stresses the "futility of military action" in the solution of 
political, social and economic problems, and views what is happening in 
Vietnam as "part of a social revolution which the inhabitants of the 

whole of Vietnam must be allowed to face free from foreign interventions". 


The Swedish statement has been sent to the Baptist World Alliance with 
the request that it be presented to "the political authorities in: the USA". 


Stating that they had no desire to fix blame for the Vietnam situation, 
the Swedish churchmen expressed dismay at signs indicating the USA "has 
taken on an essential part of the responsibility" by increasing the. 
number of bombing raids and using "other terrible means of warfare 
affecting the civilian population". 


The kya et urgently requests. the belligerents to reach a common 
solution considering several points "expressed earlier in various ways by 
a broad body of Christian opinion in.different countries!te. Their points: 
recognise the futility of military action; be prepared to withdraw troops 
and consider negotiations; recognise that negotiations must involve all 
those directly involved in the conflict; accept the implications of the 
fact that what is happening in Vietnam igueatee of a social revolution 
which the inhabitants of the whole of Vietnam must be allowed to face free 
from foreign interventions 


Those issuing the statement said they did so because "international solida- 
rity and a feeling of involvement in the fate of mankind seems to us to 

be a natural consequence of a Christian philosophy of life". 
é EPS, Geneva 
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UoSe STUDENTS CALL FOR CHANGES 
IN VIETNAM POLICY 


(New York) - One hundred students from 60 UsSe colleges and universities 
who attended the 18th Annual Christian Citizenship Seminar sponsored by 
the University Christian Movement sent a letter to President Johnson 
expressing their conviction that "dynamic changes in U.S, policy in 
Southeast Asia are vitally necessary''s 


The students had spent. three days in° Washington interviewing govern- 
ment officials and congressmen and then came! to New York to talk with 
members of Asian and European missions to the United Nationse 


Exoressing the view that "U.S. policy towards Asia reflects a lack of 
appreciation of the goals.and ambitions of the Asian nations and 
people", the students! letter said: "We believe the policies of our 
government should reflect an attitude _of reconciliation and cooperation, 
friendship andirestraint, national integrity and autonomy." 


They asked the government to move from "the empty dichotomies of Cold 
War rhetoric<cto responsible participation in a diverse international 
community". © The students then proposed several initiatives to pro- 
mote peace, including cessation of bombing of North Vietnam.o 


EPS, Geneva 
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EPEAA's ‘DIRECTOR ASKS 
FOR UNDESIGNATED GIFTS 


(Nairobi) - A request that funds given to the $10,000,000 Ecumenical 
Programme for Emergency Action in Africa (EPEAA) be sent as undesig- 
nated funds was made by Dr. Clinton M..Marsh, the director of this 
special agency of the All Africa Conference of Churches which admini- 
sters the five-year programmes "Insistence on picking and choosing 
projects has annulled much of the emergency action", he said. 


"The result is extreme frustration for African churches and agencies, 
some of whom registered their needs more than two years ago but have 
seen no results yet." 


EPEAA was designed to discover and meet crucial needs with quick actione 
In fact, said Dr. Marsh,.."it was built.upon the concept of a.programme 
directed by Africans". 


Instead, projects have been picked by donor agencies according to the 
attractiveness of the programme rather than because of priority or 
greatest need. "Certain projects are totally unsupported", he notede 


Dre Marsh asked committee members and observers to let agencies and 
individuals know that careful records are being kept of money channelled 
to EPEAA and rproper accounting made of these fundso 


He also reminded them that in no case is any non-refugee project accep- 
ted for listing unless there are assurances of funds from regular sources 
for the day-to-day, on-going operating expenseso This means, he said, 
that the néw, pioneering ventures that EPEAA was designed to aid will 
continue aftér the initial stage is completed.e 


"But because these projects are experimental in nature, experience has 
shown ‘that certain projects were not feasible or changes in government 
policy called for a change in programmes In‘ such cases ‘much. time is 
lost in moving this money in new directions while approval is sought 
from those who gave the money with strings attached!!, Dr. Marsh saida 
Funds to finance the emergency projects are sought outside Africa by the: 
WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (EPS Noe 4) 
{ EPS, Geneva 
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AMERICAN BAPTISTS WILL NOT JOIN 
1969 EVANGELISM CRUSADE 


(Valley Forge, Pa) - The American Baptist Convention's General Council 
reaffirmed here its decision of last November not to participate with 
other Baptist groups in the 1969 "Crusade of the Americas", 


It said that the denomination "will be vitally concerned with evangel- 
ism during 1969-71", but this effort "will be integrated into the major 
thrust of the Christian Faith and Work Plan". This is the alternative 
denominational evangelistic programme approved by the General Council 
in November. 


After considerable debate, the Council approved a statement which said: 


"The ABC will not be listed as officially participating in the Crusade: 
of the Americas, since no financial resources are being set aside to 
meet obligations of the over-all planning of the crusade or to pay for 
the production of special materials, or programmes and necessary field 
activitiese 


"Participation in the crusade as an additional evangelical emphasis 
initiated by local churches, associations, state conventions or city 
societies, should be so planned as to advance the over-all objectives 

of the denomination-wide emphasis and to avoid competition at any point." 


Spearheaded in the U.e.Se by the Southern Baptist Convention, the Crusade 
of the Americas is expected to involve about 100,000 local churches and 


15 million Baptists in 26 nationse 
j 4 
x & 9% 


An official of the Southern Baptist Convention has indicated that Roman 
Catholics will be invited to participate¢in the Crusade. 


"I think it would be marvellous for Roman Catholics to take part in this 
great evangelism activity", said Dr. Wayne Dehoney, immediate past 
president of the Southern Baptist Conventione 


He did not disguise a critical attitude toward statements allegedly made 
by the Reve. Jitsuo Morikawa, evangelism secretary for ABC, who had said 
the ABC should spurn Southern Baptist evangelism activities because so- 
called Pentecostal methods leave much to be desiredo He also allegedly 
said that Southern Baptists had failed to evidence responsibility on 
social and racial issues, EPS, Geneva 


ACTION OF VATICAN OFFICIALS 
DEPLORED BY CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 


(New York) - The Jesuit-edited journal America has criticised Vatican 
officials for their action in refusing to allow Catholics in the 
Diocese of Rome to attend a unity service in an Anglican church (EPS 
Nos. 3 and 4), 


America noted that Apostolic Delegates in several countries "were very 
much embarrassed to discover that Rome, instead of leading the way in 
the ecumenical spirit of the Council, was lagging behind other countriese 


"There is real, not simply fanciful, danger that the Church will move 
along in this spirit without papal leadership, when Roman officials 
give the impression of being out of touch with profound developments", 
the magazine stated, 


eal 
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It hastened to reassure "separated brethren" that "the understanding 
of Vatican II shown by some Roman officials.does not represent that of 
the Catholic Church as a wholes Most of us would find it abhorrent 
if the impression were given that we were simply ‘using! Protestants 
by conveniently displaying them at unity services held only in our 
churchese" ‘ 


Noting that the activities of the Vatican officials served to belittle 
the Popé's authority and prestige, the America editorial concluded: 


"seethey seemed again to want to give the impression that they, and’ 
not the Pope or the Council, were right all alongs The whole Christian 
world has a right to expect something better than this." EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Very Reve Dre George Fe MacLeod, who was created a life peer in 
Queen Elizabeth's New Years honours (EPS Noe 1), has announced his 
intention to resign in September from the leadership of the Iona 
Community which he founded in 1938.6 An eight-man committee has been 
set up under the chairmanship of the Reve Dre William Neil of 
Nottingham University, to consider the future of the Community, its 
plans, manning and financial structuree 


* % * 


“eneral Albert William Thomas Orson, CeBeEs, international leader of the 
-alvation Army from 1946 to his retirement in 1954, died on February 4 
»t Bournemouth, Englande He was 80 years olde General Orson, born in 
England, became the most popular and widely-travelled leader in the 
Salvation Army's history. After World War II, he visited Germany, the 
Wetherlands and Denmark, where he launched relief programmese He also 
toured the UeSe and all the Western Hemispheree He was..the author of 
more than 250 hymns, many of which are still used by the Salvation Army 
‘and other religious groupSe 

x % % 


Two Southern Presbyterian boards have been asked to find means of 
granting financial support to social action programmes in the Mississippi 
Deltae The Permanent Committee on Interchurch Relations has asked the 
_ Boards of Christian Education and Church Extension to seek "ways and means 
of supporting the Delta Ministry financially". The Committee's sugges-~ 
tion will go to the denomination's General Assembly when it meets in June 
at Bristol, Tenno It also recommended "that the General Assembly en- 
dorse, in principle, the Delta Ministry as reflected in the goals and 
purposes set out by the General Board of the National Council of Churches" 
in meetings last years ; 

% * x 


The new technical training centres set up at Dharvar, Mysore, India by 
the Inter-Church Aid Service of the Evangelical Churches in Switzerland 
(HEKS) have been officially opened by Mrss Indira Gandhi, the Indian 
Prime Ministero These centres provide places for 70 young Indians to 
learn to become tool-makers under the guidance of six teachers. HEKS 
also.operates a training centre at Nettur, Kerala, where 42 young 

Indians recently completed their vocational. training, and it opened a 
production centre at Katpadi, Madras, the profits from which enable it to 
finance the two training centrese 
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A letter delivered to Soviet Premier Aleksei Kosygin during his visit 
to London stated that 252 Members of Parliament from all parties in 
the House of Commons had signed a motion expressing concern at "the 
continuing difficulties confronting Jews in the UsSeSeRe "We.res— 
pectfully ask", the MeP.s wrote, "that the Jews of the U.SeSeRe be 
enabled, in equality with other national and religious groups in your 
great country, to institute central communal bodies to deal with their 
religious, cultural and educational needs, and to maintain rivets posers 
with similar Jewish bodies abroad". 


* ~% * 


The Christian Rural Overseas Program, for 20 years known as CROP, has 
changed its name to Church World Service Community Appeals. The 
change was announced at the group's 20th anniversary meeting in Kansas 
City, Missouri (USA) « The letters "CROP" will continue to be used but 
"will not stand for anything except food - food for the hungry and 
assistance enabling them to provide more food for themselves". 


* * * 


A Roman Catholic nun, who holds a doctorate in theology, entered a man's 
world in Toronto, Canada, when she was named to the post of associate 
director of the Secretariat for Ecumenism, Canadian Catholic Conferences 
Sister Regina Ann of the Daughters of Sion,will work with the director, 
Father John Keating, CeSePe, who handles ecumenical matters in English- 
speaking dioceseso The COC, with headquarters in Baia is the 
national bishops! organization in Canadas 


x Pe: 


Because "prayers by representatives of various faiths on public occasions 
are an affront to almost everyone", the Metropolitan Church Federation 

of Greater Ste Louis, Mos, has recommended that one clergyman represent 
all faiths’ on. such occasions. The Ste Louis Interfaith Clergy Council, 
including Protestants, Roman Catholics and Jews, has drawn up a rotating 
system whereby one clergyman or rabbi would offer prayers "addressed to 
God without theological elaboration or denominational colouration» 


* * * 


Finnish Archbishop Martti Simojoki, first vice-president of the Iutheran 
World Federation, and Dr. André Appel, the federation's general secretary, 
will visit the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople from February 25— - 
286 The meeting was seen as a significant’ move toward possible resump= 


tion of theologidal conversation and’ contact which was carried on between 


the Lutheran and Orthodox communions for over a century after the 
Reformationes 


* *% * 


The Baptist Church of Cacem, a suburb of Lisbon, Portugal, celebrated 

its 9th anniversary by dedicating its new building. Due to restrictions 
placed on Evangelicals in Portugal, it is impossible to use the normal 
architectural design for church buildings. Most Evangelical churches 
therefore have the fagade of an apartment building, or are adaptations 

of residencese The Cacem church is a modified homes 


* * * 


The chairman of the exeoutive coundil for Dutch Baptists has resigned this 


position to avoid involving the denomination in his personal refusal to 
pay military taxess Ta Ne Huizinga, 59, said he will withhold 15 per 
cent of his 1967 income tax,. the portion he estimates will be used Go 
maintain "an army and everything which makes for military power." 


FSM es Mae, EPS, Geneva 
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Special Article ; 


CHRISTIAN JOURNALISM: 
AN ETHICAL INFLUENCE ON SECULAR POLITICS 


by 


William Clark, 
Chairman of the Press and Publications Panel of 
SASP, who is director of the Overseas Development 
Institute, an independent, London-based nonprofit 
organization providing information about economic 
and social problems of developing countriese 


To help Christian churches and missions act more effectively in the 
social, political and economic spheres, the World Council of Churches 

in 1961 created the Committee for Specialized Assistance to Social 
Projects (SASP)o Through this committee, the services of highly quali- 
fied specialists are made available to churches, especially in developing 
countries, to survey, plan and put into operation projects designed to 
meet social and economic needso 


When SASP began work in 1962 it found, on its first agenda, requests for 
help in the field of publications, mostly from religious groups that had 
tried to produce a periodical and found it more difficult and far more 
costly than they had supposed. 


Since most of my experience had been in journalism, I was asked to visit 
Africa with a view to defining the field of interest to which a Press 
and Publications Panel should address itself. On my return the essence 
of my report; which I still consider valid, was as follows: 


There have been in the past innumerable small and transient sheets which 
kept members of a parish or a sect in touch with their religious centree 
This is not what is now required (though often requested) and is not 
what I considered as a conceivable project for SASP. 


What was under discussion was the need for some periodical, assisted I 
by church money and edited by Christians on the basis of a Christian i 
outlook, which dealt primarily with the political and sociological affairs 

of the region in which it was published. 


Personally I felt the need for such an influence was very great, for 
these reasons: . 


a) Historically the church in Africa has called on Africans to come 
out of their secular and pagan society. It has therefore become 
associated with non-African, even anti-African, attitudese Today when 
the tide of political nationalism is flowing so strongly, if the Church 
wishes to have public influence of any sort, it must be involved ~ and 
seem to be involved - in African secular affairs. There is a real 
danger of the churches being associated with colonialism, and so losing 
almost all future influences 


b) The need for a strong ethical influence on the secular politics of 
Africa cannot be exaggeratede There is a great danger that corruption 
and personal self-seeking will ruin the new statess Outside the Muslim 
areas probably the only source of moral discipline is Christianitye As 
I see it, the present situation presents the greatest challenge and 
opportunity to the churches, if they are prepared to turn their attention | 
to the political and social field. i 
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Broadly speaking this viewpoint was accepted by SASP, and the question 
was what action we should take to meet the recognised needs Here we 
were very fortunate in finding in Hast Africa a well-organised group 
who were already planning exactly the sort of periodical we hoped to 


SeCe It was a group of churohmen, mostly laymen, who centred round 


an existing publication, Rock, which was being edited by the Revo > 
Stanley Booth-Clibborne 


Rock was quite influential as a monthly, but it had a tiny circulation 
and almost no revenues Its well-wishers hoped to transform it into 
two weekly papers, one published in English and one in Swahilic The 
whole project had been christened East African Ventures The plans 
were laid in detail; all that was lacking, inevitably in this des- 
perately poor area, was money. 


This was supplied through DICARWS,. and in 1964 two new papers, Target 
(in English with headquarters in Nairobi) and Lengo (in Swahili. with 
an editorial office in Darves-Salaam) began publication. Today, with 
circulations steadily on the increase, they survive and flourishes 


But problems, severe problems, still remains The few Africans with 
the education and talent to edit these papers are snapped up by the 
State services Indeed throughout Africa today the new states are de- 
nuding the private sector (journalism; teaching, etc.) of able men and 
women in order to fill the crucial civil service postse. ~ -- 


On finance too the path has been stonye Circulation has risen fast, 
and advertising revenue has followed, though more slowlye But to make 
a quality periodical pay its way in a very poor country is impossible; 
to pay its way by lowering its standards to compete with scandal sheets 
+s undesirables 1 believe (as I said in my 1963 report) that we must 
accept a continuing liability for this form of Christian witnesse 


The influence of the two papers on church opinion and on informed public 
opinion cannot be accurately determined, but several of us visiting the 
area have come to the considered conclusion that it is of a very high © 
ordere. This is not to pretend that all churchmen wholly approve this 
venture into the world of political thought, Many do, but some do note 
And there is room for improvement in the way churches use these papers to 
provide their congregations with food for thoughte 


Soon after the East African Venture was launched, SASP concentrated on 
requests for assistance from other parts of Africa, for it was in Africa 
that we saw the greatest and most urgent need for such periodicals« 

With the advice of Me Paul Eberhard, a member of the Press and Publications 
panel, we gave some technical assistance and financial help to the 

Somaine Camerounaise to enable it to continue publishing and then to ex- 
pande Here, as in many other instances, we refused to give help to set 

up a printing establishment since we felt that this was a commercial | 
proposition (possibly of great value) which was beyond our mandate andy 

in fact, beyond our technical capacity. 


Assistance of a comparatively limited nature was also given to Fanasina, 
a Protestant periodical in Madagascare But a not dissimilar request 
for help from a periodical in South Africa had to be refused because the 
Provincial Church authorities did not seem sufficiently agreed on its 
values. Also in Nigeria requests for heip in founding a Christian 
periodical have not yet been met because of our doubts whether the firm 
foundations essential to achieve: success had been laid, editorially and 
in terms of local management. Por it is a rule which we have learnt to 
obey implicitly that we can offer only marginal assistance; the bulk or 
the effort must come from the local community. : 


* wWCC!s Division of Interchurch Aid, Refugee, and World Service 
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Church leaders in several French-speaking West African states formed 

a local group around the Rev. James Lawson, associate general secretary 
of the All Africa Conference of Churches, to try and launch an illus-~ 
trated magazine in French for the large Protestant population of the 
areas At their request, M. Eberhard and I have met them twice ~ once 
in Lagos and once in Cotonou = to offer help in their deliberationse 

As a result SASP.is. now hoping to. give financial assistance to launch 
this quite ambitious, project... 


SASP has found these efforts in Africa both time-and-money consumings 
Thus though we have looked at the situation in both Latin America and 
Asia, we have not yet undertaken any newspaper project in either con- 
tinent.e At our meeting in September 1966 we reflected on.three ox 

four years' experience in this field (a very brief experience, it should 
be emphasised) and came to certain conclusions which we recordeds 
Because this minute bears on the original purposes as set forth in my 
1963 report quoted at the beginning of this paper, it makes a suitable 
conclusione 


The Panel took this opportunity to consider carefully the whole philo- 
sophy of its support for Christian periodicals in the developing world 
- initially in Africas It recognised that the publication of such 
periodicals made heavy calls on the funds available to Christian come 
munities, and it faced the fact that these demands would not fade away 
under the warm sunshine of commercial successes It is very doubtful 
whether such periodicals can fulfil their purpose and be a commercial 
SUCCESSe The poverty of so many potential Christian readers is one 
obvious reason for this, and the Panel felt that it could never re- 
commend that the Christian message should be confined to the rich and 
successfule 


But the Panel did re-examine whether the periodicals really deserved the 
high priority that such relatively large expenditures implied. The 
reasons for maintaining this original support were these: 


1) For historical and moral reasons it is of the utmost importance 

that the Church be seen (particularly in Africa) to be involved in the 
new societies which are at present passing through a strongly political 
phasee To opt out of political argument is to opt out of modern life 

in the new statese Periodicals written by Christians and containing © 
political and social arguments from a Christian point of view are one of 
the best ways of bringing the Gospel into contact (and sometimes conflict) 
with modern life in the new countries, ’ 


2) In countries which are deeply and properly engaged in a titanic 
struggle against poverty and for material well-being, there is always 

a danger that ethical standards will be overlooked and corruption pre- 
Vaile. The Christian ethic is a vital safeguard in this political sphere, 
but it must be expressed in a political, argumentative manners 


3) The Christian politically-minded periodical is an essential extension 
of the older methods of Christian witness and exposition of the Words 

The tract and the homily, which were adapted to a man whose horizon 

was bounded by the family and the parish, need to be supplemented by the 
polemical psriodical for the sovereign citizens of new and intensely 
political statese. . 
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4) The newspaper/magazine is the popular reading format in most parts 

of the world today, far outranking bookse Christian thinking cannot 
afford not to use this: powerful mediums But it is only a medium, and 
there is no reason to suppose that the Christian message must be com- 
mercially successful and pay its way because it emanates from a periodical 
rather than a pulpite 


5) For all these reasons the Panel believes that the magazine/newspaper/ 
periodical is an essential means of spreading the word and needs long- 
term support just as much as other missionary and evangelistic activitiess 
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WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE URGES PAUSE 
IN VIETNAM BOMBING 


(Windsor; England) =~ The Executive Committee of the World Bowie of. 
Churches has called for the cessation of bombing of North Vietnam as _ 
one of a series of steps which could "break the current impasse" and 
lead to "meaningful negotiations", 


~The Committee also said North Vietnam "either in advance of or in 


response to the cessation of bombing should indicate by word and deed 
its readiness to move towards negotiations", 


The 1d4member committee concluded its semi-annual four-day meeting 

here, February 16, Sessions were held at Windsor Castle, The 
Committee represents the 223 member churches of the Protestant, Angli- 
can, Orthodox and Old Catholic communions in more than 90 Soult eas » 
Members came from Argentina, Borneo, Czechoslovakia, Germany, Ghana, 
Greece, India, Philippines, United Kingdom, USA and USSR. Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry, president of the Lutheran Church in America, is chairman. 


The Vietnam statement with its six inter-related points, adopted by the 
committee by a large majority, also declared that "South Vietnam should 


not oppose but should move towards negotiations, and should further 


agree that the National in ee ay LOT Front Le reOE ey be represented at 
them", 


The statement registered the Committee's "regret" over the resumption 
of bombing by the U.S. and its "disappointment and anxiety" at the 
failure of the Christmas and New Year cease-fire to lead to "meaningful 
negotiations". However, it said, "We still believe there is room for 
cautious hope". 


It déclared: “"This then is the heart of our appeal. Let each party 
by its own initiative and its response to those of others demonstrate 
that it is committed to peaceful settlement and is ready to take 


‘reasonable risks." 


The statement was presented to the Committee by Dr.) 0. Frederick Nolde, 
director of the WCC!s Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs. It will be sent to heads of state of countries including the 
USA, South Vietnam, North Vietnam, USSR, United Kingdom, India and 
China, and to U Thant, secretary general of the United Nations. It 
will also be sent to ohurches both in and outside WCC membership and 
other world and national Christian bodies for their study and support 
of its recommended steps (see Appendix). 


In another action the committee recorded a minute which called urgent 
attention to the "danger of massive famines" as indigenous food pro- 
duction lags behind population growth and world food supplies are dimi- 
nished. 


"Even though many developing countries are undertaking programmes to 
promote family planning, essential to any humane solution, no early 
reduction of population. Loas chet orb is to be anticipated", says the 
minutes ! 


The Executive Committee calls for "vigorous international cooperative 
action" to "acoelerate food production and to build up food reserves 
against emergency needs", 


Another section of this” aoe dealt with Rhodesia, Noting that the 
value of UN Security Council action to impose specified economic sanc- 
tions "depends upon the integrity and faithfulness with which it is 

supported by the nations and their citizens, the committee expressed 


the belief that these measures "provide ida better immediate alternative 


to the dark road of violence", 
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In another action the Executive Committee: 


- Approved further plans for the World Council's Fourth Assembly to 

be held in Uppsala, Sweden, July 4-20, 1968. Tt will be the largest 
assembly in the Councilts 20-year history with attendance estimated at 
2,250 persons. The Assembly theme will be "Behold, I Make All Things 
New", 


- Réceived a report from the WCC's new general secretary, Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, In a review of the Council's concerns he emphasised 
the necessity of more closely involving Orthodox member churches in the 

wCC's work. He also reported he planned several trips this year to 
member churches in various parts of Europe, including Sweden and the 
USSR, and in Africa. : 


- Received a report that the Joint Working Group of the WCC and the 
Roman Catholic Church has reached "a new stage" in its discussion. It 
had now completed the task of listing the areas of concern and possible 
collaboration, and is moving into the actual work. This involves a 
joint theological commission, studies on the problems of mixed marriages 
and proselytism, and work together for justice and peace. Committee 
discussion emphasised the study of the mixed marriage situation as one 
of particular urgency. 


~ Received reports of plans for a consultation to review and evaluate the 
work of the WCC's Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 

to be held at The Hague, Netherlands, April 12-L7. Upwards of 50 parti- 
cipants, both those who have been members of the Commission and those 

who have been critical of its work, are expected to attend. Chairman 

of the consultation will be Dr. Emilio Castro, executive secretary of 

the Provisional Commission for Evangelical Unity in Latin America. The 
two vice-chairmen will be Dr. Max Kohnstamm, vice president of the Action 
Committee for the United States of Europe, and Dr. Z kK. Matthews, 
Ambassador from Botswana to the USA. The consultation will study the 
aims, function, ethos, deployment of resources, organization, and rela- 
tions with other bodies, as a basis for determining the Commission's 
future work, 


The Committee was welcomed to Windsor on behalf of the British Council 

of Churches by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, 
one of the World Council's six presidents, and by the Dean of Windsor, 

their host; the Very Reve Re We Woode Members were received at a 


reception in the royal castle by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth on February 
£58 6x EPS, Geneva 


HEARINGS START ON LIBEL SUIT 
BROUGHT BY SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCHMEN 


(Johannesburg) - The Supreme Court has begun hearing the libel case 
brought by the Rev. Beyers Naude, director of the Christian Institute, 
and Professor Albert Geyser, head of the Divinity Department at Wit- 

watersrand University, against Professor A. D. Pont of the Afrikaans 
University of Pretoria. 


The case arises from a series of articles written by Professor Pont. 


Professor Geyser and Mr. Naude claim that the articles describe them in 
derogatory terms as supporters of communism, sabotage and war against 
their country. Professor Pont alleges he wrote the articles without 
malice, that they were factual and in agreement with the views of the 
Dutch Reformed Churches in South Africa. 


The plaintiffs are asking £20,000 ($56,000) damages. © &EPS, Geneva 
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CHINESE CHRISTIAN LEADERS 
REPORTED DETAINED IN CAMPS 


(London) = A number of leading Christians in South China have been de- 
tained and placed in an "indoctrination camp", ah a i to a report 
in the Church Times of February 10. 


A correspondent in Southeast Asia has informed this independent church | 
paper that those imprisoned include the Anglican Bishop of Fukien, the 
Rt. Rev. Michael Kwang-hsu Chang; his two assistant bishops, the Rt. 
Rev. Moses P. He Hsieh, and the Rt. Rev. Y. T. Lius; his secretary, 

Mr. Yang Wei-Chung; the Methodist leader, Dr. James L. Ding; and other 
prominent Christians in the areas 


They have been submitted to "the same public humiliation meted out to 


other real or supposed opponents of the proletarian cultural revolution", 


the paper states. 


While no hard news is available from other provinces, the Church Times 
correspondent believes it likely that similar events have taken place 
in other parts of the country. 


"Tt is likely that the relatively few churches which have in recent 
years been open for public worship have now all been closed; and that 
today the only overt sign of the Christian faith in China is church 
buildings now closed or used for other purposes. What may be taking 
place in the hearts of Christians is,of course, another matter. 


"There is no indication that Christians have been specially singled out 
by the Red Guards for persecution. They merely suffer in the general 
onslaught", the correspondent. states. . EPS, Geneva 


METHODIST OFFICIAL TO LEAD 
UeS. CHURCH UNIT ON PEACE. 


(New York) ~ Dr. Tracey Ke Jones, Jre,y general secretary of the Methodist 


World Missions agency, has been named chairman of the National Council 
of Churches!: 45-member advisory committee on peace. 


A missionary in Asia before taking up administrative work, Dr. Jones 


succeeds Dr. Arthur S. Flemming in the non-salaried poste Dr. Flemming 


was elected NCC president in December, 


The advisory committee on peace was established last year to advise the 


' NCC and its member churches on ways in which they can work for improved 


international relations, 


Two staff appointments in this area have also been announced by the 
NCC. Dr. Gerhard Elston, a layman of the Lutheran Church in America, 
will be director for Vietnam affairs. The Rev. William K. DuVal, on 
leave from the United Presbyterian Commission on Ecumenical Mission and 
Relations, has been named director of Southern Africa affairs, 


Both positions are a part of the Council!s Department of International 
Affairs, headed by Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer, EPS, Geneva 
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RELIGIOUS. LIBERTY LAW REPORTED 
SENT BACK TO COMMITTEE 


(Madrid) - The proposed law granting legal recognition and a measure of 
religious freedom to non-Roman Catholic Christians in Spain has suffered 
a setback, 


Quoting "a reliable source", Agence France Presse said that an anti- 
liberal majority in the cabinet had sent the draft back to the committee 
for revision, 


The committee is reported to have received instructions to add new re- 
strictions concerning freedom of witness granted to non-Catholic 
churches, 


The new delay came as a surprise, especially since the draft had been 
approved by both Spaints Roman Catholic hierarchy and the Vatican, 


APP said: "According to observers, by allying himself with the tultras! 

General Franco intends to achieve maximum restriction of the exercise of 

religious liberty, while still respecting the ‘spirit of the Council!." 
EPS, Geneva 


PHILIPPINE PROTESTANTS, CATHOLICS 
ATTEND INTERFAITH MEETING 


- (Dumaguete City, Philippines) ~ Two thousand Protestants and Roman 
Catholics attended the Interfaith Bible Prayer Meeting in the Redemp- 
torist Church here, The Sunday service, first of its kind in the city, 
was participated in by: Most Rev. Epifanio surban, Bishop of Dumaguete 
Diocese; the Rt. Rev.. Tomas Avenido, Vicar General of the Diocese; 

Rev. Fr. James Murphy; Governor Mariano F, Perdicess; Dr. Paul T, Lauby; 
Rev. Pedro Raterta; and Venanoio Aldecoa, Jr., an attorney. 


"This unity among Christ's followers is the greatest hope of mankind", 

said Bishop Surban, "We cannot afford to slacken our efforts in this 

ecumenical endeavour and we must pray and even suffer in the attempt to 
discover more areas of unity," 


The bishop exhorted all not to "look back to the past, but to examine 
the present and look forward to.the future, with prayer as strength and 
Charity as our way in the service of divine truth". 


Dr. Lauby, wice president of Silliman University, emphasised that "the 
Church is more than an institution, more than a hierarchy of professional 
leaders, more than a building, It is'a dynamic fellowship of those who 
own the name of Christ and serve Him in humility, This rediscovery 

of the church as the community of believers is being made both by 
Catholics and Protestants", said Dr. Lauby,. 


Prayers of thanksgiving.and atonement were led by Governor Perdices, 
a Catholic layman, and by Mr. Aldecoa, a Protestant, 


The Service was broadcast direct from the church by Stations DYSR and 
DYH4, project of the Philippines Council of Churches, EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP PROPOSES 
SOCIAL. PROGRESS !REVOLUTION! 


(Princeton, New Jersey) = Catholic Archbishop Helder Camara of Olinda 
and Recife, Brazil, .told audiences at two American universities that 
social revolution is necessary in both the developed and underdeveloped 
countries of the world, 


- (more) 


——— 
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The real question, he said, is not whether the revolution will take place. 
It is whether the revolution "can be brought about peisaeig 5 education or 
must be gained through violence", 


During a three-day seminar at Cornell University, and later in an address | 
at Princeton, the Brazilian prelate pleaded for participation of the uni-~ 
versity community in the revolution, ; 


Among areas in which he suggested universities could help were these: 


Raising "to a human level, to a human dignity" those whom poverty has 
reduced to a status of near-slavery; 


Participation in "dialogue concerning the deepest roots of peace", which 
would help to prevent the calamity of a new world war and divert.human 
energy and resources to helping the two-thirds of mankind which now lives 
in abject poverty; 


Study of the economic relations between the industrialised and the emer- 
ging nations to "verify aie there exists injustice on a world-wide 
scale", 


In thé U.S., Archbishop Camara said, a three-fold revolution is necessary 
in race relations, the conquest of poverty and the struggle for peace be- 
fore the U.S. can significantly help emerging nations. EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN BISHOP OF CUBA 
IS CONSECRATED 


(Havana) - The Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Cuba, meeting here 
on February.3 and 4, adopted a Constitution and then proceeded to the 
election of the Very Rev. Jose Agustin Gonzalez—-Martinez, Dean of Holy 
Trinity Cathedral, Havana, to the office of Bishop of Cuba. 


The Service on Consecration for the new bishop was conducted in the 
Cathedral on February 5 by the Rt. Rev» Melchor Saucedo, Suffragan Bishop 
of Mexico, He was assisted by the Most Rev. Howard H. Clark, Primate of 
the Anglican Church of Canada, and the Rt. Rev. John Cyril. Swaby, Suffra- 
gan Bishop of Kingston, Jamaica. Bishop Sauceda acted as the represen- 
tative of the Ninth Episcopalian Province of the Caribbean and Bishop 
Swaby represented the Archbishop of the West Indies, 


The new bishop is a native of Cuba and received his undergraduate edu- 
cation here, He studied theology in the United States and was ordained. 
Deacon in 1943 and Priest in 1944. His whole ministry has been in Cuba, 
and since 1962 he has been Dean of the Cathedral in Havana, 


Cuba has been a missionary district of the Protestant Episcopal Church of 


the United States. As this relationship is no longer possible, the House 


of Bishops set up a Metropolitan Council, consisting of the Primate of 
Canada, the Archbishop of the West Indies and the President of the Ninth 
Province of the Caribbean. Cuba thus becomes an autonomous diocese out- 
side the usual Anglican provincial organisation, but linked to the rest 
of the Anglican communion through the Metropolitan Council. EPS, Geneva 
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ORIENTAL ORTHODOX CHURCHES PLAN JOINT 
EDUCATION MATERIALS. 


(Beirut) - First steps have been taken towards the preparation of joint 
Christian education materials for the five Oriental Orthodox churches. 


This term refers to the non-Chalcedonian churches which met two years 
ago in Addis Ababa at the invitation of the Ethiopian Emperor Haile 
Selassie to consider their common concerns. Included in the group are 
the Coptic, Ethiopian, Armenian, Syrian and Syrian-Malabar churches. 

At that time the need for cooperation in the preparation of materials 
to train children, youth and adults in the rudiments of Christian doc- 
trine and practice was especially stressed. 


The outlines for a joint curriculum were worked out at a consultation 
held here from January 29 to February 4, Basic work will be done in 
English and then it will be translated into the various languagese 


Representatives from four of the five Oriental churches were joined by 
several Christian education specialists. These included Ralph Mould, 
general secretary of the World Council of Christian Education; Randolph 
Crump Miller, professor at Yale Divinity School (USA); Constance 
‘Tarasar of the Commission on Youth and Christian Education of the Ortho- 
dox Churches in the USA; and Dorothea Teeter of Tripoli, Lebanon, 


The Greek Orthodox Churches were also represented and indicated their 
interest in using the curriculum for training their youth, EPS, Geneva 


STANDING COMMITTEE CONSIDERS 
EDUCATION REPORT, DATE FOR EASTER 


The Standing Committee of the Oriental Orthodox Churches, which is in 
Charge of all joint activities, held its annual meeting at the Armenian 
Theological School at Antylias, Lebanon, February 6-19, 


After a report had been made on the Christian education consultation, a 
Continuation Committee was appointed to make plans for the new curri- 
culum,. The committee will be chaired by Father Paul Verghese, associate 
general secretary of the WCC, and will contain representatives from the 
five churches plus two consultants from the Greek Orthodox Church and one 
from the World Council of Christian Education. 


The Standing Committee also directed that a study be made of various 
dates for Easter. The findings will then be sent to the churches in an 
attempt to reach agreement on a common date, 


During the course of its meeting the Standing Committee received an 
official delegation of representatives from the Greek Patriarchate in 
Antioch, the Moscow Patriarchate and the Ecumenical Patriarch at 
Constantinople, Purpose of the visit was to discuss practical steps 
for restoring the fellowship and communion which once existed between 
these two families of Orthodox churches. 


The President of Lebanon, the Hon. Charles Helou, gave a reception for 
the committee at the Presidential Palace, . The church delegation was 
led by Bishop Samuel of the Coptic Church of Egypt. EPS, Geneva 
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NEW BASIS OF UNION SOUGHT 
BY FIVE BAST AFRICAN BODIES 


(Arusha, Tanzania) =» Representatives of five churches in Kenya and 
Tanzania have decided to negotiate a new Basis of Union since two of 
the denominations participating in union talks had been unable to 
accept the Interim Basis originally proposed. 


Churches represented at a meeting of the Negotiating Committee here on 
February 16 included the Anglicans, Lutherans, Methodists, Moravians: 
and Presbyterians. © The committee was chaired by the Rev. Yohana 
Mbogori, a Methodist minister who was formerly Deputy General Secretary 
of the National Council of Churches of Kenya. 


Talks have been in progress since 1963. At the Church Union Conference 
in Dodoma in January 1965 only the Anglican Church of East Africa, the 
Methodist Church in Kenya and the Presbyterian Church of East Africa 
were able to subscribe to the Interim Basis of Union. When the 
Negotiating Committee met in May 1966,. it reaffirmed the ultimate aim 

as full unity for all five churches, 


The task of formulating a new basis has been entrusted to. a Liturgy and 
Doctrine Committee composed of four delegates from each of the five 
churchess This group is expected to meet later this year in Tanzania. 
As each section of the new document is drafted, it will be widely cir- 
culated within the churches for study at all levels. Sub-committees 
will also concentrate on the ministry of women and a glossary of theo- 
logical terms, Already a glossary of Swahili terms has been produced. 
EPS, Geneva 


ALASKA'S CHRISTIANS CITE 
NEED FOR COOPERATION 


(Anchorage ) ~ While common problems confront Alaskan Geeta hie: differ- 
ences in approach became all too evident at the annual meeting of the 
Alaska Council of Churches. 


An interdenominational panel on the future of Christianity in Alaska exe 
pressed concern about widely scattered parishes and isolated missions, as 
well as financial difficulties encountered at churches in small towns and 
Villages. 


However, discussion during the question. period showed few signs of common 
efforts to attack these problems. 


"We talk sbout ecumenicity; we mouth the words, and that's as far as we 
go", said the Rev. Hal Banks, pastor of Immanuel Presbyterian Church. 

He noted that progress in church planning was restricted by denominational 
preferences, He saw the Alaska Council of Churches as the only channel 
through which a plan for state, cooperation might come. 


Episcopal Bishop William J. Gordon Jr. criticised the duplication of 
church buildings in small towns, He proposed interdenominational use 
of facilities, construction of multi-purpose buildings, and naming of 
a "co-ordinator" for the churches? common ministry, 


Other panel participants included Father Joseph A. Grady, director of 
Catholic Retreats in Anchorage, Dr. Meredith Groves, Methodist superin- 
tendent, and the Rev. A. Le. Abrahamson of Central Lutheran Church, 


The Council invited Roman Catholic and Lutheran churches, which are not 
council members, to join in common projects and discussions looking to-= 
ward possible: affiliation with the council, EPS, Geneva 


No. 7 - 23rd February, 1967 | | 9 


BAPTIST EDUCATOR DEPLORES 
"ECUMENICAL BAITING". 


(London) ~ Attacks on ecumenism sometimes constitute "evangelical irres- 
ponsibility", according to a widely known British Baptist educator, 


Ge Re Beasléy-Murray, principal of Spurgeon's College here, was replying 
to allegations that a Christian unity meeting was called in Ipswich "to 
unite Protestants under the Roman Church’, The charge was made by the 
Protestant Truth Society. ¢ 


Noting that he had participated in the unity meeting, Dr. Beasley—Murray 
Said: "The allegation is not only untrue, it's ludicrous, The Baptist 
denomination has as much intention of joining the Roman Catholic Church 
as the Roman Catholic Church has of applying to join the Baptist World 
Alliance," 


Evangelicals engaged in "ecumenical baiting" should recognise that "there 
are no groups of Christians without sins to.confess", said the principal. 


Concerning the prospects of church union, he declaréd: "Whether the re- 
union of all, churches of Christ will come to pass before. the millennium 
Ido not profess to know. But why raise an outcry against those who 
pray that the miracle may happen before the end. of history and seek to 
pave its way?" . 


His statements were contained in an article appearing in The Christian 
and Christianity Today, a newsweekly published in London... EPS, Geneva 


Lit 


INSTITUTE EXAMINES BOOKS USED FOR 
CATHOLIC INSTRUCTION IN GERMANY 


(iinster) - An investigation of Catholic books used for religious in- 
struction in Germany has reached the conclusion that though these books 
do not deliberately distort "theological and historical truth, frater- 
nal love and the ecumenical spirit", they, contain minor errors, inac- 
curacies and omissions, ° 


The Catholic-Ecumenical Institute of Munster University has been examin- 
ing 33 books'jused for Catholic religious instruction, especially their 
references to non-Catholic confessions. The enquiry was undertaken at 
the request Le the German Episcopal Conference, 

{ 


The enquiry expresses dissatisfaction primarily with the way in which the 
books describe the main doctrinal differences between Catholics’ and non= 
Catholics, ‘No distinction is drawn between non-Christians and non~ 
Catholic Christians (who believe in Christ and have received baptism in 
the right form) in regard to their hope of salvation. 


"Here the findings of the Vatican Council ‘should not only be appended; 


they should be inserted in the books", the report states, 


In books used in primary schools no mention is made of non-Catholic 
Christians or their church fellowships, says the report. 


In a passage where the author, might have said "the Jews in Rome regarded 
the Christians as apostates", the text read, "the Jews hated the 

Christians", This, said the report, tends. to stir up anti-semitic pre- 
judice, a ae EPS, Geneva 
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LESLIE E. COOKE, ECUMENICAL FIGURE 
AND CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR, DIES 


(Geneva) - Dr. Leslie’E, Cooke, 58, an associate general secretary 

of the World Council of Churches and Director of its Division of 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, died February 22 in a 
New York hospital where he had undergone three major operations since 
he was taken ill last October while in the USA. 


Born at Brighton, Sussex (England) in 1908, Leslie Edward Cooke, a 
Congregational minister, was a rarity among churchmen for he combined 
exceptional gifts as a preacher, a pastor, and an administrator. 

From pulpits throughout the English-speaking world he had for more 

than a quarter of a century roused congregations with his. vision of 

the good life made manifest by both faith and works. He was loved by 
countless persons whom he had counselled and helped when in difficulty; 
a service which especially had marked his wartime ministry at Warwick 
Road Congregational Church, Coventry. 


He was called from Coventry in 1948 to become the general secretary of 
the Congregational Union of England and Wales. In this capacity he 
was responsible for the central administration of 3,250 churches. 

Under his leadership the Congregational Union established its Home 
Churches Fund, which provides minimum stipends for ministers in smaller 
churches, Cooke's firm grasp of financial principles contributed sub- 
stantially to the Fund's being set up on a sound, businesslike basis. 


Leslie Cooke joined the staff of the World Council of Churches in 1955. 


He had been a delegate to the World Council's Amsterdam Assembly in 1948 
and to the Second Assembly at Evanston in 1954. Up to the time of his 
appointment to the staff he had served on both the WCC Executive and 

the Central Committees. Before Evanston he chaired the Committee on 
Structure and Functioning and' so was one of the architects of the 
present structure of the WCC.’ He also served on the Finance Committee 
and on the Building Committee, which supervised the remodelling of the 
Ecumenical Institute at Bossey. 


As Director of the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World 
Service, Leslie Cooke found work which gave expression to all his many 
gifts. His division controlled a worldwide programme through which 
churches in 80 countries help to relieve need as the manifestation 

of their essential Christian unity. The Division's project list now 
details some 600 activities and attracts support amounting to more than 
$12,000,000 a year. © The Refugee Service has helped to resettle about 
300,000 uprooted: persons around the world, And emergency appeals to 
aid victims of natural disasters are made to the churches on an average 
of one a month. 


In connection with his work, Dr. Cooke crossed the Atlantic by air more 
than 90 times and addressed audiences in every one of the States in the 
Union, In addition he had journeyed widely in Asia, Africa, Latin 
America and the Middle East, as well as Australia, New Zealand, and 
Canada. 


Dr. Cooke dealt always with people as persons and not as dehumanised 
statistics, and he was vigilant to ensure that aid should be provided 

as a token of Christian unity and solidarity. His criterion was "Need, 
not creed", And help was provided to Muslims, Buddhists, Jews, 
believers and unbelievers alike if their distress was genuine. 


(more) 
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Dr. Cooke's books included "Faith Stakes a Claim"; "Above Every Name"; 
"Token of Our Inheritance";. "Upon the Rock"; aie "The Church Is 
There", He was a graduate of Manchester Git romukom and was awarded 


doctorates by Chicago Theological Seminary, and by Toronto and Mount 
Allison universities, Canada. 


He is survived by his wife, Gladys, They had no children, 
EPS, Geneva 


STATEMENT BY wCC LEADERS 


On learning of Dr. Cooke's death, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, World 
Council general secretary, said: 


"Leslie Cooke had been since 1948 one of the most influential leaders 
of the ecumenical movement, His personal faith, his biblical and 
theological ‘insight, his technical and administrative skills have con- 
tributed greatly to the depth of understanding and support of the ecu- 
menical movement on every continent, His memory and his work will 
continue to be an inspiration to his colleagues and friends everywhere. 
'tThe Service of all men in the love of Christ! sums up his work in 
these years with the WCC," 


* * * 


Dr. We A. Visser *t Hooft, former WCC general secretary, stated: 


"Leslie Cooke, who was linked with the World Council since Amsterdam, 
soon became one of its most trusted leaders. As chairman of the 
Structure Committee, which reported to the Evanston Assembly, he con- 
tributed immeasurably to the Council's present organization. While a 
leader of great administrative ability, he always remained a pastor and 
rejoiced in-all opportunities for preaching, His ecumenical under- 
standing greatly helped him to make the inter-church aid programme of 
the WCC truly a world operation. All Council members recognised his 
leadership and all his colleagues on the staff found in him a loyal 
friend and a source of valuable advice," . EPS, Geneva 


30 PROJECTS ON FIVE CONTINENTS 
ANNOUNCED FOR CHRISTIAN YOUTH 


(Geneva) - This summer Ecumenical Youth Service (EYS) will begin its 2lst 
year with more than 30 projects throughout Europe, Asia, Africa, Latin 
America and Canada. The 1967. volunteers will perform tasks ranging 
from constructing and repairing youth and church centres to working in 
factories alongside migrant labourers in order to understand their situ- 
ation firsthand. 


In preparation for this year's work, both the foreign and national leaders 
of the projects will confer at Bossey near Geneva from April 3-8 in order 
to establish the major guidelines for this summer, The theme selected 
for the meeting is "International Economic Justice" and Professor 

Samuel Parmar, associate director of the Ecumenical Institute, will lec- 
ture on this topic during the week, EPS, Geneva 


a a a Ss Lv aaLLSSLL———K— ee 


Noe 7 = 23rd February, 1967 12 


OFFICE IN GENEVA SUGGESTED 
LO WORLD METHODIST COUNCIL 


(Geneva) - The Committee on Structure and Planning of the Methodist 
World Council, meeting here February 20-23, has recommended to the ’ 
Council that it establish two offices, one in Geneva and the other in 


the USA. In the past the Council has had secretariats in the USA and 
the United Kingdom, 


This recommendation will go to the Executive Committee of the Council, 


which meets in Nairobi, Kenya in August and has ‘the power to act on this 
suggestions | 


The Structure Committee, presided over by Chairman Kenneth Greet with 
Charles Parlin as secretary, also voted to recommend that a single world 
fund be collected from member churches in roughly the same ratios as 

they contribute to the WCC. Administrative expenses for the two offices 
will come from the single fund. EPS, Geneva 
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PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


Opposite page, Preventive medicine is 4 special concern of the Belem 
Hospital in Brazil, A fleet of boats manned by hospital personnel 
plies the Amazon River treating patients who come out in small boats, 
as in photos ll. and 12, Operated by the Seventh Day Adventist 
Church, Belem Hospital has received aid from the Central Agency for 
Development Aid in Bonn, Germany, 


The first General Assembly of the Presbyterian Reformed Church in Cuba 
pictured in 13, drew representatives from churches in Europe, North 

and South America, including the United Presbyterian Church USA, to 

which the Cuban body had formerly belonged, 14. Dr. Ganse Little, 
moderator of the USA church, presided at the inaugural service on 

January 226 Le, Miriam Ortega was the first person ordained by the 
new body. The hand of fellowship is given by the Rev. Francisco 
Norniella, moderator of the Cuban church; ordination sermon was preached 


by Dr. Marcel Pradervand Let t:)., general secretary of the World Alliance 
of Reformed Churches (EPS .No. ie 


16. New publications of the World Counoil include "Risk", a Youth 
Department quarterly; "Education and the Nature of Man"; "The Church 
for Others" from the Department of Studies in Evangelism; and the 
official report of the World Conference on Church and Society, 


Back page, The WCC Exeoutive Committee met this month at historic 
Windsor Castle outside London, Among those attending were: 17. J. Re 
Chandran, J. Ll. Hromadka, Sante Uberto Barbieri, Archbishop Iakovos, 
Metropolitan Emilianos, Franklin Clark Fry, 18, David G. Moses, Je 
Irwin Miller, Eugene Smith, Dr. Fry, 19. E. A. Payne, Martin Niemoller, 
Dr. Fry, Eugene Carson Blake, Dr. Chandran, and the Archbishop of «4 


Canterburye 20. The Archbishop, Arthur Michael Ramsey, addressing the 
committee, 


Many different churches are represented in the Executive Committée's 
membership, Some of them are pictured here, including: 21. Greek 
Orthodox (USA); 22, Anglican (Uganda); 23. Church of South India; 
24. Lutheran (Denmark) ; 25. Greek Orthodox procession; 26, Reformed 


(France); 27. Lutheran (Norway); 28, Presbyterian (New Hebrides); 
29. Armenian Orthodox (USSR), 
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WCC CENTRAL COMMITTEE SETS EVANGELISM 
AS CRETE THEME, PREPARES FOR UPPSALA 


(Geneva) = Accepting an invitation from the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople through the autonomous Church of Crete, the 100-member 
policy-making Central Committee of the World Council of Churches will | 
hold its annual meeting from August 15-26 on the Greek island of Crete. 
Sessions will take place in St. Mark's Hall in Heraklion (formerly | 
Candia). It will be the Committee's second meeting on Greek territory. 
The first took place in 1959 on the Island of Rhodes. 


The Committee represents the WCC!s 215 full member and eight "associate 
member" churches of the Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox and Old Catholic 
communions around the world. Associate churches are those with less 
than 10,000 members, . 


The theme of the meeting is Evangelism, and it will be introduced in a 
speech by the Rev. Philip Potter, director of the wee!s Division OL 
World Mission and Evangelism. The nature of the Christian faith and 
the possibility of proclaiming it today, whether in secularised coun-— 
tries or in lands where non-Christian. religions are dominant, will be 
considered. In view of oriticisms levelled at the WCC as not being 
sufficiently concerned about evangelism, the meeting offers a chance to 
review what has been done in this area since the Amsterdam Assembly in 


1948, 


This will be the last full-length Central Committee meeting before the 
WCC's Fourth Assembly at Uppsala, Sweden, in July 1968, Thus a large 
portion of the Committee's time will be devoted to planning the Assembly 
programme, Discussions will centre on the main theme: "Behold, I Make 
All Things New" and on the six Assembly sections, These_.deal with "The 
Church's Unity_in a Shrinking World", "The Church in.Mission", "The 
Churches! Role in Social and Economic Development", "The Churches! Role 
in International Affairs", "The:Worship of God in.a Secular Age", and 
"Towards a New Style of Living", 


The Central Committee will also discuss possible consequences of last 
year's World Conference on Church and Society for the future life and 
orientation of WCC member churches, A report on conference findings 
and first reactions to them will be presented to the Committee, to- 
gether with plans for a more elaborate evaluation and specific recom~ 
mendations to go to the 4th Assembly, The report will also show trends 


in the field of social ethics stimulated by the World Conference. 


While the WCC is not bound by the findings of the Conference, the 
Executive Committee indicated immediately afterwards that they must be 
taken seriously. The late Dr. Leslie E, Cooke, who was director of 
the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service, had called 
attention to the report on "Economic and Social Development. in a World 
Perspective" which, he said, challenged the churches! ministries of com= 
passion as such, and called for a new concern for social and economic 
justice, 


Questions concerning the future orientation of the WCC's Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs are expected to be brought to the 
attention of the Central Committee as a result of a consultation which 
will be held at The Hague, Netherlands, April 12-17, The consultation 
has been called to review aims, function, ethos, and organisation of the 
Commission and will report directly to the general seoretary of the WCC, 


The Central Committee will also hear reports on the activities. of the 
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various WCC divisions and departments, relations with Roman Catholicism 
and recent developments in international affairs. 


The meeting will start with an Opening Worship Service at 5 p.m. on 
Tuesday, August 15, and end on the morning of Saturday, August 26, after 
a Closing liturgy in the Cathedral of Heraklion, The general secretary 
of the WCC, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, will be the preacher at the main 
worship service during the meeting on Sunday, August 20, also in the 
Cathedral. That evening a public meeting will be held to which the 
Greek population is invited, | 


On their way to Heraklion the officers of the WCG will pay a courtesy 
visit to the Primate of the Churoh of Greece, Archbishop Chrysostomos 
of Athens and All Greece, as well as to leaders of the Greek Evangelical 
Church and the Greek Government. . EPS, Geneva 


OBJECTORS TO SPECIFIC WARS 
SUPPORTED BY NCC BOARD 


(Chicago) - The General Board of the National Council of Churches (USA) 
recommended here that the draft law exempt youths who are "consciously 
Opposed to a particular war", It also called for elimination of the 

requirement that a conscientious objector must show "religious training 
and belief" in order to obtain deferment. 


Adopted bya 75 to nine vote with seven. abstentions, the resolution 
made no specific reference to the Vietnam ware It follows similar 
stands taken by the United Presbyterian Church and the American Baptist 
Convention, 


"Intensely objecting men do not make the best soldiers" and "society 
should encourage men to live by conscience rather than.compel them to 
violate it", the statement declared. 


In another action the General Board accepted the proposition that 
"church-related service agencies offering social, psychiatric, health, 
housing and neighbourhood development services may accept public funds, 
provided there are established safeguards", 


The Board acknowledged, however, that churches and agencies "should be 
alert to the need which may arise for discontinuation of such programmes 
in the interest either of the public good of freedom of the Church", 


Government funds should not be accepted when this would prevent the 
development of high quality, publicly administered services, the Board: 
held. It also stated that church agencies accepting grants "should 
make their services available without regard to religious affiliation" 
and employ personnel without regard to their religious beliefs, 


The statement noted that "service to our fellowmen can properly be cone 
ducted apart from the purposes of evangelism, even though ultimately it 
may serve these purposes", : EPS, Geneva 


: 
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CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN CHURCHES 
CHALLENGED ON INTER-CHURCH AID 


(Geneva) ~ Should a regional body assume responsibility for some of 

the inter=church aid activities in Europe administered at present by 

the World Council of Churches? This is one of the key questions which 
a Preparatory Commission, set up to organise a consultation on inter= 
church aid in Europe, has requested the Presidium and Advisory Committee 
of the Conference of European Churches (CEC) to consider carefully. 


The Preparatory Commission met at the Ecumenical Centre here, February 
22-24. It agreed that the proposed consultation should take place 
December 4-8, 1967, and suggested Yugoslavia as the sites 


In a message to the governing bodies of CEC, the Preparatory Commission 
said: "The WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World 
Service has been carrying, since the post-war years, a certain number of 
responsibilities in the field of inter-church aid in Europe which could 
and perhaps should now be taken over by a regional body. 


"In other areas of the world the Division works in close liaison with 
regional bodies (EACC, AACC, Junta, esate 4 metiy of which have created 
their own service departments. 


"It will be necessary, however, to make careful distinctions between 
those activities in Europe which, due to their special character, are 
better done by the WCC and those which would benefit from being carried 
out regionally." 


The Preparatory Commission will hold a second meeting in Genevay June 
1-2, EPS, Geneva 


BREAKDOWN OF MARRIAGE URGED 
AS GROUNDS FOR DIVORCE 


(London) = The Church Assembly of the Anglican Church voted on February 
23 to accept the view that breakdown of a marriage should be the only 
ground for divorce, replacing the present grounds which are adultery, 
desertion or cruelty. 


In so doing, it accepted a recommendation contained in "Putting Assunder", 
the report of the Archbishop of Canterbury's commission.on divorce law 
reform issued last Autumn (EPS No. 25). 


Following a four-hour debate, the Assembly by an almost unanimous vote 
affirmed the Church's belief in the principle of marriage as a lifelong 
partnership of one man and one woman; recognised the unsatisfactory 
state of the present divorce law; and expressed the belief that the 
sole: ground of civil divorce should be the fact that "a marriage appears 
finally to have broken down", 


Concern was also expressed for all those who have been divorced, and the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York were asked to find ways the Church 
can better exercise its pastoral ministry to such people, including 
those who remarry. | EPS, Geneva 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS ENGAGE 
AUSTRALIAN CHURCH COUNCIL 


(Sydney) - The Government of Australia has been urged to consider 
raising external aid to one per cent of gross national product and 
giving more funds through multi-lateral programmes such as those of 
U.N. agencies, 


This proposal was made by approximately 100 sByoubar: of ll Anglican, 
Protestant and Orthodox churches, plus observers from three others, 
when they gathered here for the annual meeting of the Australian 
Council of Churches, 


At the same time they commended the Government for its gifts of - 
$16,500,000 worth of wheat and $8,000,000 worth of emergency food aid 
to India, 


In a related action the Council proposed a detailed study and, if 
necessary, research into world poverty and Se ated Sapa needs as they 
affect Australia. 


On Vietnam the Council voiced the urgent need for a peaceful settlement 
for the sake of Vietnam's people and for the economic and social recon= 
struction of the country. 


To aid civilian victims of the conflict; it was suggested that the 
Australian Government place surgeons in Vietnam hospitals for more than 
three months, establish a medical treatment programme on an inter- 
governmental basis, and be.ready to fly ingared children to Australia 
for treatment, 


Stressing the importance of informed public opinion, the Council an- 
nounced that it will ask the government to convene an annual conference 
on overseas policies and programmes similar to. that held annually to 
consider the nation's economy. a EPS, Geneva _ 


YUGOSLAVIA GIVES WCC PLAQUETTH 
TO MARK AID FOR SKOPJE 


(Geneva) = In recognition of the help that members of the World Council 
of Churches gave to Skopje after the earthquake in 1963, Yugoslavia has 
had a silver "plaquette" struck. 


It was presented by the Yugoslav Ambassador to Switzerland, Mrs. Mara 
Radic, in a ceremony at the Ecumenical Centre on February 24. The 
gift was accepted by Miss Janet Lacey, CBE, director of Christian Aid 
in Britain, as vice-chairman of the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service. | 


Mrs. Radic said that Skopje would never forget that help through the 
churches was among the first to be given after the earthquake and had 
been prolonged throughout the emergency, 


From funds subscribed by churches around the world, 125 prefabricated 
houses were bought and erected at a cost of approximately $600,000. 
Funds sent through DICARWS also paid for the restoration of a number 

of church buildings in the wrecked Oitye Hans Harald Lund of 

Lutheran World Relief and Church World Service, with offices in 
Belgrade, directed the churches!.relief operation. Volunteers who 
assisted in the building work included a team from the Brethren Service 
Commission, EPS, Geneva 
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END TO MISUNDERSTANDING SOUGHT 
IN YMCA/CATHOLIC TALKS 


(New York) + Improved relations between the Young Men's Christian 
Associations and the Roman Catholic Church in the United States may 
be in prospect as a result of top-level meetings conduoted last Fall. 


The meetings were recently announced in a joint statement by Archbishop 
Philip M. Hannan of New Orleans, chairman of the Youth Department of 
the U.S. Catholic Conference, and We M. McFeely, chairman of the 
National Board of the YMCA. ; 


Four members from each group attended talks held in New York and 
Washington. They reviewed the policies of the YMCA and the obliga- 
tions of membership in the worldwide movement. 


Spokesmen stated that the conversations clarified many issues about 
which there has been a lack of understandings . 


The committees are preparing reports of findings for their respective 
governing bodies.» 


Francis X, Gallagher, a member of the Bishops! committee, recalled that 
in 1920 the Saored Congregation of the Holy Office sent a letter to 
bishops warning Catholics against joining the YMCA. 


The Y' was not condemned", said Mr. Gallagher, "but there was the ques- 
tion of non-Catholic Church affiliation". : 


The YMCA was founded in London in 1844 as a predominantly Protestant 
organization. In the beginning it required voting members to be 
affiliated with a Protestant, Evangelical Churohe Catholics who 
joined in the early days came in as assooiate memberse Today there is 
no such classifications 


Asked whether the YMCA was still Protestant-oriented, a spokesman said 
the organization was non-denominational and has many Catholics and non- 
Catholics among its membership. 


"Many Y affairs begin with a worship service", he said, "but there is 
nothing denominational about it. There is no attempt at any time to 
influence anyone towards a certain religion," EPS, Geneva 


RHODESIA PAMPHLET GIVES 
BACKGROUND, CHURCH OPINIONS 


(London) = The issues at stake in Rhodesia and opinions about them ex- 
pressed by churches in Rhodesia and Great Britain are contained in a 
pamphlet published here by the international department of the British 
Council of Churches and the British. Missionary Societies. 


Entitled "Rhodesia and Ourselves", it includes a review of develop-= 
ments before and after the unilateral declaration of independence, 
plus appendices giving statistics and background information. 


In accordance with a resolution passed at the British Council's meeting 
last October, the pamphlet is to be distributed by member churches to 
local congregations and councils.s EPS, Geneva 


ee ee 
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EPISCOPAL COUNCIL URGES STUDY 
OF GUARANTEED LIVING STANDARD 


(New York) = Legislation providing a guaranteed standard of living for 
those who cannot be seoriiae and supplemental allowances for the under- 
employed should be studied by church people, according to the Executive 
Council of the Episcopal Church (USA). 


This recommendation was contained in a document entitled "Negro 
Americans and Mutual Responsibility and Interdependence" adopted bythe 
Executive Council without dissent at its February 17 meeting here. The 
document, the result of a four-month study authorised by the Councils. 
was introduced by the Rt.. Rev. William H. Marmion, Bishop of South- 
western Virginia, chairman of the Department of Christian Social 
Relations. 


Approving other recommendations made in the report, the Council went on 
record in favour of;- 


- a national housing policy prohibiting all forms of dis- 
crimination in the purchase, sale and rental of residential 
property; 


- substantial Congressional appropriations to "turn a skirmish 
into a full-scale war against poverty", including adequate 
appropriations for community action programmes; 


- efforts by all Episcopalians, inoluding leaders in finance, 
industry, education and. labour, to create employment for 
Negroes; 


- appointment of Negro clergymen and other professional persons 
to top executive positions in the Executive Council, and. 
placement of a significant number of Negro clergy in MAJ OF. 
parishes. 


The Departments of Christian Education and Christian Social Relations 
were directed to prepare study-action programmes based on these resolu- 
tions for use in the parishes, EPS, Geneva. 


SOCIAL PROGRAMMES WILL NOT ACHIEVE 
MISSION. GOAL, EXPERT WARNS 


(Neuendettelsau, Germany) = A prominent German missions expert has 
cautioned against equating the achievement of social programmes and 
a "better world" with the accomplishment of Christian mission goalse 


Professor Georg Vicedom of the Neuendettelsau ‘Church Academy told 
participants in a stewardship conference sponsored by the German 
National Committee of the Lutheran World Federation that the basic aim 
of mission. "remains the gathering of God'ts people by nremohine the 
Gospel", 


While efforts to improve world social conditions should go forward, he 
said, it should not be assumed that advances in this area alone will 
fulfill mission objectives. 


Some 40 representatives of West German member bodies of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany and theologians from Denmark, Switzerland, Italy and 
the principality of Liechtenstein took part in the conference, 

EPS, Geneva 
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JOINT MEDICAL PLANNING PROPOSED 
BY EAST AFRICA CONSULTATION 


(Makumira, Tanzania) = A cooperative planning body composed of repre- 
sentatives of all Christian churches and agencies engaged in medical 
work in a single country was suggested by delegates to the Makumira 
Consultation on "The Healing Ministry of the Church", 


Meeting at the Lutheran Theological College near Arusha, some 45 

medical workers, pastors and laymen from East African churches ham- 
mered out an impressive series of recommendations-on such subjects as 
the Church's responsibility, organization of this ministry, church-state 
cooperation, training of medical workers and chaplains, 


The Makumira Consultation, a successor to the Tubingen Consultation of 
1964, was sponsored by the Lutheran World Federation and the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Tanzania. A number of other denominations were re- 
presented, 


Each church having medical work was ‘apged to appoint a furr. time medical 
secretary who would be responsible for promoting all aspects of the 
healing ministry. 


It was recommended that church hospitals be staffed oByL a minimum of two 
doctors, two registered nurses and one hospital administrator, together 
with adequate medical assistants, nurses and auxiliary staff. 


Recommending that the Church train hospital chaplains, the report need 
that these men not be expected to work in isolation but should be able 
to call on the services and support of the local Christian community. 

; EPS, Geneva 


EDUCATING FOR CHURCH UNION 
DISCUSSED AT NORTH INDIAN CONFERENCE | 


(Bombay) -— How to dramatise the meaning and implications of church 
union so that people in local churches can understand it, was the sub— 
ject of several discussions led by the Rev. M. B. Handspicker of the 
WCC staff during a: visit, to this North Indian city, ° 


In consultation with members of the Inter-Church Study Conference on 
Church Union during the weekend of February 11-13 Mr. Handspicker, 
assistant secretary of the Commission on Faith and Order, described 
what had been done by other churches to educate for church union. 


Then the group turned their attention to North Tha ie to see what methods 
might be effective there, The possibility of employing a person full- 
time to direct interpretation in the churches was also discussed. 


"Even when materials are available", said Mr. Handspicker, "the termino- 
logy is so complicated that it is very difficult to understand. 


"The problem is to translate into very elementary terms such things as 
obstacles to church union, decisions involved and what they will mean. 
for individual ‘churches", said Mr. Handspicker. "Literature is not 
enough. We need plays, filmstrips, picture books_that will reach into 
the very depths of the churches, 


"This need is evident not only in North India", he said, "but in other 
places as well," 


The conference was presided over by the Rt. Rev. Christopher Robinson, 
the Anglican Bishop of Bombaye Conference secretary was the Rev. A. Wa 
Saunders, EPS, Geneva 
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GENEVESE CITIZENSHIP 
BESTOWED ON DR. VISSER !f HOOFT 


(Geneva) = In an official ceremony at the City Hall, Dr. W. A. Visser !t 
Hooft, former WCC geferal secretary, received a certificate indicating 
that he had been made an honorary citizen of the City and Canton of 
Geneva. This carries with it the same rights as naturalisation, By 
special arrangement with the Dutch government he is allowed to retain 


his Dutch citizenship. 
| 


The ceremony was attended by members of the Grand Conseil (legislative 
authority for the city), by representatives of the Swiss Federal Govern- 
ment, the Geneva churches and the WCC, including Dr. Eugene Carson Blakey 
general secretary. The Dutch Government was represented ‘by the Consul- 
General, Mr. van Schreven, Present from the Roman Catholic Church was 
Vicar General Marcel Bonifazi, and from the Jewish community, Rabbi 
Alexander Safran, 


In making the presentation the President of the Grand Conseil, André 
Chavanne, recalled the honoree's outstanding service to the city since 
1924, and noted that only one other foreigner had received this honour 
in the last 50 years. EPS, Geneva 


ASIAN YMCA LEADERS CONFRONT 
EFFECTS OF CHANGE ON MAN 


(Melbourne) - The "voices" of one million members of the YMCA in Asia 
were heard through their representatives to the Seventh Asian YMCA 
Leaders! Conference convened the last week in February at Melbourne 
University. More than 120 delegates and observers from 14 Asian 
countries joined YMCA leaders from Australia and New Zealand to dis- 
cuss "Living in a world of change", . 


The conference, sponsored by the Executive Committee of the Asian Area 
Council of the World Alliance of YMCAs, was the first such gathering 
held in a non-Asian country. Selection of Australia emphasised the 
acceptance of the Australian and New Zealand YMCAs as part of the Asian 
areas 


"The YMCA is concerned with the effect of change on the whole man - in 
his working environment as well as his private life", said Porfirio 
Miraflores, former professor of education at the University of Manila 
who is now Asian Area Secretary for the YMCA, "To ignore the impli- 
Cations of these changes would be to close our eyes to the human rela- 
tions problems and their effect on the spirit of man, who finds himself 
facing changes he does not understand and over which he has no control." 


Major areas of discussion were programme development, administration, 
finance and leadership development, 


Among those who addressed the meeting were Professor J.D.B. Miller, head 
of the international relations faculty, Australian National University 
in Canberra; Robert Anderson, principal of Ormond College and chairman 
of the Youth Committee of the East Asia Christian Conference; and Dr. 
F, G. Whitebrook, an eminent educationalist,. 


Prominent Asian participants included Dr. L. Ps. Kwok, a Hong Kong banker 
who, as chairman of the Asian Area Committee, chaired the conference, 


and Mr. Yasuyuki Kato, president of a large Japanese steel companyYe 
EPS, Geneva 
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SUBVERSION OF U.S. STUDENT ASSOCIATION 
TERMED A "NATIONAL SICKNESS" 


(New York) - "A complete inquiry" into the operations of the U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) has been demanded by several officers 
of the University Christian Movement, the new national organization com- 
posed of a number of Protestant, Roman Catholic and Orthodox student 
Sroupse 


"The CIA has once again damaged the functioning of a democratic society 
and has called into question the judgment of its leadership and those 
members of Congress charged with its oversight", said a statement ‘vow 
being circulated among member bodies for their.consideration and endorse- 
ment, 


Slgners of the statement were Charlotte Bunch, president of UCM; Leonard 
Clough, general secretary; Patricia Rollins, a vice-president; Allan 
Burry, chairman of the Political Concerns Committee; and Leon Howell, 
study secretary. 


Commenting on the revelation that the CIA had given funds to the National 
Student Association, the UCM officers noted that "the harm inflicted upon 
students has many dimensions. They have been lied to, used as unwitting 
tools in clandestine operations, and made parties to deceit in the name 
of patriotism, 


"The CIA, in its attempt to subvert the NSA, has attacked independent 
thought and the right of organizations to operate apart from governmental 
interference and coercion," 


Labelling the government‘agency!s action "a national sickness", the state-— 
ment says: "The manifestation of. this illness must cease immediately." 


The group calls for a "truly independent national student organization, 
free from secret arrangements and covert financing". Acknowledging that 
funds from government bodies might be needed, the statement proposes that 


they be administered "not as political weapons under the Department of 
State, but for educational purposes through the Department of Health, 
Kducation and Welfare", 


(Dr. R. H. Edwin Espy, general secretary of the National Council of 
Churches, stated in Chicago that the National Student Christian Feder- 
ation, predecessor of the University Christian Movement, had received 
“250 in 1965 from the Foundation for Youth and Student Affairs, which 
has been accused of links with the intelligence agency.) EPS, Geneva 


EAST JAVA CHURCH REQUESTS 
HELP OF ASIAN MISSIONARIES 


(Bangkok) - Facing new opportunities for proclaiming Christ among large 
masses of people on the island of Java, the Christian Church of East 
Java has appealed for Asian missionaries to come and help her to meet 
the challenge, . 


The appeal was received here by the Inter-Church Aid secretary of the East 
Asia Christian Conference, The EACC acts as a liaison between churches 
in a position to send missionaries and those in need of assistance, In 
1966 it facilitated the sending of a Japanese missionary to Nepal anda 
student worker to Thailand, It gave maintenance for a Korean family in 
Thailand and helped to underwrite the research work of an Indian scholar 
in the Philippines and the training of workers for a parish renewal pro- 
gramme in New Zealand, 


Other inter-church aid projects last year were the scholarship programme, 


consultations on missions and service, and relief work in Vietnam, 
hy Te ey Oe 
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SPANISH CABINET APPROVES 
BILL ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


(Madrid) ~ The Spanish Cabinet, presided over by General Franco, 


approved on February 24 the Bill on Religious Liberty, "They did not 
introduce any changes, merely a few minor improvements", said the 
Minister of Information, Manuel Frage Iribarne. (EPS.No. 7.) 


The bill will now be presented to the Cortes“:(Parliament), After a 
. commission of experts on national legislation studies it, the legis- 
lation will be voted on, probably during April. 


Reliable sources have reported that the "minor improvements" concern 
limitations on the right of non-Catholics to propagate their faith. 


Commenting on the treatment given the bill, the evening paper Madrid 
published an editorial entitled "From Tolerance to Religious Liberty". 
It advocated a revision of the Concordat between Spain and the Vatican, 
in order to make "genuine" religious liberty possible. 


The Catholic paper Ya maintains that the Church wants religious liberty 
to be applied. It expresses surprise that the Spanish authorities are 
often "more touchy on this point than the Pope himself", EPS, Geneva 


NEW OFFICERS SERVE 
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN THAILAND 


(Bangkok) - The Church of Christ-in Thailand aye thenew year with a 
new set of officers elected at its biennial General Assembly. The 
new general secretary is the Rev. Wichien Watakicharoen, pastor of 
the Fifth Thai Church. The outgoing general secretary, the Rev. 
Charoen Wichaidist, was named moderator, The importance of the COT 
having a self-identity as a church and the need for self-support were 
stressed by the new general secretary in his inaugural address. 


A committee was appointed to re-write the constitution and by-laws. 
It plans to complete a first draft by January, 1968. 


CCT grew out of the work of Presbyterian missionaries begun in 1849, 
It became autonomous in 1934, and has been a member of the World 
Council of Churches since its beginning, Among its 130 congregations 
are Chinese, Karen, and Thai churches, as well as the English-speaking 
International Church in Bangkok, 


CCT was host to the first post-war East Asia Christian Conference and to 
the Third Assembly of the EACC in 1964. : 


* Hat; oer 


The headquarters of the CCT also houses offices of the EACC, which were 
opened at an informal ceremony February 17. While some 20 full and 
part-time members of the EACC secretariat are scattered throughout 
Asia, the Bangkok office serves as a olearing house coordinating pro- 
gramme and administration. The associate general secretary, U Kyaw 
Than, is in charges EPS, Geneva 
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250TH ANNIVERSARY OF TAMIL BIBLE CELEBRATED 


(Madras) - The 250th anniversary of the Tamil Bible was marked with 
thanksgiving services in many churches, dramatic performances and 
filmshowingse A large public meeting on January 21 was addressed by 
the Most Rev. Dr. F. Donald Coggan, Archbishop of York and president 
of the United Bible Societies, 


The first Tamil New Testament was published by Bartholomew Ziegenbalgy, 
a German Lutheran missionary, in 1716. oe 


In a special message issued in connection with the celebration, Bishop 
Lesslie Newbigin of the Diocese of Madras of the Church-of South India, 
writes: "This is a very significant event in the history not only of 
South India, but of the worldwide church, I believe this was the first 
full “translation of the Bible into any non-European language after the 
very early translations made in the first centuries of the church. The 
Tamil people have had the, Bible in their own tongue longer than any 
other people of Asia. 


"This is surely a very great responsibility for use To whom much is 
given, of him much will be required... This anniversary is an occasion 
both to congratulate the Bible Society on its vital work, and also to 
commit ourselves to a much more vigorous effort to build on the found 
ation laid 250 years ago." EPS, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL DIRECTORY DELAYED 
BY CARDINAL OTTAVIANI 


(Kansas. City) ~ The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith directed 
by Cardinal Ottaviani in Rome has help up. publication of the first 
volume of the Ecumenical Directory since July of last year, according 
to a report in the National Catholic Reporter, an independent weekly 
newspaper published here. 


The Ecumenical Directory will be the handbook for the Roman Catholic 
Church on relations with non-Catholics,. 


Mgr. Arrighi, in the office of the Secretariat for Christian Unity, 
confirmed that publication has been delayed. "And that is not the 
Secretariat's fault", he added. The second volume of the directory is 
now in preparation. . EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES PLEDGE FUNDS 
FOR SOUTH AFRICAN TRIAL . 


(New York) ~ The Methodist Board of Missions has joined other Protestant 
Church agencies in pledging a total of $57,000 toward legal costs of a 
court action brought by two South African Protestants against a professor 
who has attacked the ecumenical movement and charged an alliance with 
international communism (EPS noe 7)e The Methodist pledge was $10,000. 


Pledges have also come from the United Presbyterian and Episcopal 
churches, the Reformed Church in America, the United Church of Christ and 
the USA National Committee of the Lutheran World Federation, Church 
groups in Britain and the Netherlands have each pledged $14,000. 


Additional funds are needed to fulfill a provision of South African law 
requiring plaintiffs in a law suit to have funds available to cover the 
entire cost of the trial. Expenses may run as high as $112,000, If 
the plaintiffs win, the money will be returned to the churches which. 
contributed it. EPS, Geneva 
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MIXED WEDDINGS IN HOLLAND 


(Utrecht) - A lecturer on the ecumenical movement at the Theological 
Faculty of Utrecht University has stated that "the Catholic concept 
of marriage need not be an obstacle to an interconfessional wedding 
ceremony" between partners belonging to different confessions. 


Professor Alexander J, Bronkhorst, head of a synodical commission on _ 
mixed marriages, said the Synod of the Dutch Church had been considering _ 
whether to stick to its own principles, or be realistic in its attitude 
to church practice, The Synod concluded that the burden of inter 
church division must not be placed on the shoulders of. persons con- 
tracting mixed marriages, 


Consequently it is becoming more usual to have interconfessional wedding 
ceremonies in Holland with the Marriage consecrated by both Roman 
Catholic and Protestant clergy. One genuine obstacle, Professor 
Bronkhorst acknowledged, was Roman Catholic insistence that children be 
reared in the Catholic faith. For some time, however, most Catholic 
Bishops in Holland have granted dispensation on this point, and have ! 
replaced it with the admonition to bring up the children "in the spirit 
of the Gospel", BPS, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT CONFIRMS 
RESTRICTIONS ON FOREIGN CLERGY 


(Capetown) ~ Anglican Archbishop Robert Selby Taylor of Capetown has 

been informed by the South African government that foreign clergymen 

can enter the country only on a temporary permit for a period not X= 
ceeding one year, After a year, they may apply for an extension. 


(EPS No. 39/1966.) 


Archbishop Taylor said that the information had been given to him when 
he wrote to the Minister of the Interior asking why a priest coming 
from England had been refused a permanent visas 


It is generally believed that the new regulation is aimed at foreign 
clergymen who take positions opposing the government's apartheid 
policy. EPS, Geneva 


RIGHTS OF MIGRANT WORKERS 
CHAMPIONED BY CHURCH COUNCIL 


(Albuquerque, New Mexico) « A resolution urging Congress to amend the 
National Labour Relations Act to provide coverage for migrant farm 
labourers was adopted by the interdenominational Council on Spanish- 
American Work (COSAW) at its 55th annual meeting heres The act now 
bars Spanish-American migratory workers from coverage under federal 
Minimum wage laws, the right to organise and bargain collectively, 
access to services of the National Labour Relations Board, unemploy- 
ment insurance and, in most states, workmen's compensation. 


COSAW has been composed of denominational representatives from church 
groups with Spanish-speaking work in the Southwest U.Se A POW. CORe 
stitution, adopted at the sessions here, revised its membership to 
include individuals who subscribe to the Council's objectives, | 

BPS, Geneva 
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Training in writing and producing Christian radio programmes will be 

given to 16 students chosen to participate in the 24-week course offered 

as part of the broadcasting and audio-visual services of the All Africa 

Conference of Churches. The course will be given at the AACC Training 

Centre outside Nairobi beginning June 14. Deadline for applications 


STE pag 94 8 age ok dg Additional information is available from the Training 
Centre, Box 14206, Nairobi, Kenya, 


* * * 


The Independent Television Authority of Great Britain has appointed Mr. 
Christopher Martin as Religious Programmes Officer. Mr. Martin, 355 
was a co-founder of Prism, the Anglican monthly. He succeeds Mr. Penry 
Jones, who has become head of Religious Broadcasting at the B.B.C. 


*% ¥ % 


The Rev. Benjamin Guansing, president of Union Theological Seminary in 
Dasmarines, Cavite, the Philippines, was eleoted bishop of the 
Philippines Methodist Central Conference by an overwhelming majority at 
sessions held in Manila, February 17-19. Bishop Guansing has been 
president of the seminary since 1951. He received his training at Union 
Theological Seminary, New York and Teachers College, Columbia University. 


* * * 


‘TIn a city as secularised as Amsterdam the churches are bound to act in 
fellowship", said Pastor H. A. Visser of the "Westerkerk" Church in an- 
nouncing that the evening services regularly held in this church will in 
future be conducted jointly with Catholics, Official approval has been 
given by the church's lown board, by the Central Board of the Dutch Re- 
formed Church of Amsterdam, and by the Ecumenical Council of the Roman 
Catholic Deanery of Amsterdam, , 


* %* * 


An "ecumenical" baptism took place recéntly in a Roman Catholic church 
in St. Louis, Missouri (USA). Father Joseph F. Dwyer, pastor of St. 
John the Apostle Catholic Church, baptised Sandra Elizabeth, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Finkes,. Then Mrs. Finkes! minister, the Rev. Frank 
Nagy; pastor of Carondolet United Church of Christ, read a blessing over 
the infant before St. John's altar. More than 50 Roman Catholic and 
United Church of Christ members attended the ceremony. 


* * * 


The Chicago Bible Society has presénted the Gutenberg Award for distin- 
guished service in the cause of Scripture distribution to Dr. Eugene he 
Nida, translations secretary for the American Bible Society, and Thomas 
P, Kellog, treasurer and board member of the Chicago Society for 40 
years. Dr. Nida specialises in the study of languages and dialects. 
Mr. Kellog aids by soliciting funds, 


* * * 


Miss Juliette Trouchaud, 58, of Nimes, France; has been ordained a pastor 
in the French Reformed Church. She is.the fourth woman to be ordained 
since such action was approved by a national synod in May, 1965. Miss 
Trouchaud has served as an assistant in a congregation for many years. 


EPS, Geneva. 
* * * 
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CONVERSATIONS HELD ON DOCTRINE OF MARRIAGE 
AND THE PROBLEM OF MIXED MARRIAGES 


(Geneva) ~ Representatives of the World Council of Churches and: thes at 2e 
Roman Catholic Church met together at Nemi, near Rome, from March 1 to 4°. ~ 


for an exchange of views on the doctrine of marriage and the problem of 
mixed marriages. 


The meeting stemmed from a decision by the Joint Working Group between 
the Roman Catholic Church and the WCC. Its purpose was to study and 
explore together means of improving relations between Christians in this 
field. 


Both sides gained considerable understanding from the meeting. The, 
World Council had prepared a study document titled "Marriage and the 
division among the Churches", which appears in Vol..3, No. 1 of Study 
Encounter. The Roman Catholics, on their side, had prepared relevant 
points for discussion on Holy Scripture, theology, canon law and pastoral 
practice, 


A fertile exchange of views took place, It laid bare some aspects on 
which there was agreement and some which require further study. ' 


Participants invited by the World Council of Churches were: Archpriest 
Vitali Borovoi, assistant director of WCC Faith and Order Secretariat; 
Canon G. R. Dunstan (Church of England), professor of moral and social 
theology at King's College, London and Canon Theologian of Leicester 
Cathedral; Archimandrite Pierre L'Huillier of the Moscow Patriarchate 
in Paris; Mrs. B. Rodhe, director of public education, Malmo, Sweden; 
L'Inspecteur Ecclésiastique M. Sweeting, Eglise Evangélique Luthérienne: 
de France; Dr. Lukas Vischer, director of WCC Faith and Order Secre-= 
tariat; Oberkirchenrat E. Wilkens, Kirchenkanzlei der Evangelischen 
Kirche in Deutschland, Hannover; Prof J. C. Wynn, director of studies 
at Colgate Rochester Divinity School, Rochester, N.Y. (USA). ft: 


Representatives. of the Roman Catholic Church were: the Rev. René 
Beaupere, 0.P., director of the Centre "St. Irénée" in Lyons (France);. | 
the Rev. D. Franz Bockle, professor of Catholic theology at the Univer- 
sity of Bonn (Germany); Msgr. Carlo de Clercq, professor at the Lateran 
University and the Pontifical Oriental Institute, Rome; the Rev. 
Jacques Dupont, 0.S.B., Abbaye de Saint-André, Bruges (Belgium); Msgr. 
Sebastiano Masala, associate promotor of justice of the §.C. for the - 
Doctrine of the Faith; the Rev. Lasislas Orsy, S.J, professor of canon 
law at the Catholic University of America, Washington, D.C. (USA); Dre 
P, A. van Leeuwen, O.F.M., professor of fundamental theology at the 
University of Nijmegen (The Netherlands), : 


From the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity in Rome: Bishop 
J.G.M, Willebrands, the Rev. Pierre Duprey and the Rev. Jérome Hamer, 0.Pe 


Co-chairmen of the meetings were Msgr. Willebrands and Dr. Vischer. 
EPS, Geneva 


APPROVAL OF NEW UNITED PRESBYTERIAN 
CONFESSION HELD ASSURED 


(Philadelphia) ~ The Confession of 1967 has been approved by two-thirds 


Cea presbyteries or regional units of the United Presbyterian Church 


William P, Thompson, stated clerk of the denomination's General Assembly, 
announced that 126 of the 188 presbyteries already have voted in favour 
of the new creedal statement. Fourteen registered negative responses. 
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The confession - part of a new Book of Confessions which includes the 
historic Westminster Confession and other creeds - will go to the 


church's 179th General Assembly next May in Portland, Ore., for final 
consideration, 


A Simple majority vote by commissioners to that assembly would complete 
the constitutional process of adopting the confessional changes 


A committee headed by the Rev. Dr. Fdward’ A. Dowey, Jr. of Princeton, 

Theological Seminary, drafted the contemporary confession over a seven 
year period. Voting by presbyteries has been taking place since last 

May. EPS, Geneva 


CCIA CONVEYS U.S, CHURCHES?: 
PEACE PROPOSAL TO NORTH VIETNAM 


(Geneva) = The desire of United States churches for a "prompt, lasting 
and honourable peace in Vietnam" has been conveyed to the Delegate 
General in France of the Government of the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam (North Vietnam), 


The WCC's Commission of the Churches on International Affairs transmitted 
this information in a communiqué to Mr. Mai van Boe It notified him of 
action taken by the National Council of Churches (USA) urging upon the 
people and government of the U.S. "the need for flexibility and openness 
and the readiness to take risks for peace, even though solutions cannot 
be fully predicted", 


The NCC has also expressed the hope that "the Democratic Republic of 
North Vietnam may similarly be willing to.inour reasonable risks for 
peace, and that the same may be the case with South Vietnam and the 
National Liberation Front", 


In asking the Delegate General in France to forward this word to his 
government in Hanoi, the WCC body was acting in response to a request 
from NCC leaders. 


Accompanying the communiqué was a copy of the resolution passed last 
month by the WCC Executive Committee at its meeting in Windsor, England 
(EPS No, 7). Specifically underlined was the sentence which read: 

"We are concerned to see conditions created for the eventual full and 
peaceful self-determination of the Vietnamese people and, toward this 
end, the earliest possible withdrawal of all foreign troops." The : 
Executive Committee resolution had already gone to President.Ho Chi Minh 
and heads of other governments involved in the conflict, EPS, Geneva 


HANS HARMS NAMED A BISHOP 
IN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 


(Oldenburg) - Dr. Hans Heinrioh Harms, senior pastor of St. Michaei's 
Church in Hamburg, Germany, was elected Bishop of Oldenburg by the Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Churoh, He will succeed Bishop Gerhard 
Jacobi, who has expressed his desire to retire in the autumn. His age 
is 75.6 

Dr. Harms has been a member of the WCC Central Committee since 1961; for 
several years prior to this he served on the staff of the WCC'!s Study 
Division. 

Other posts which Dr. Harms now holds include Advisory Secretary to the 
Conference of European Churches and president of the German Protestant 
Missionary Council, 7 EPS, Geneva 
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WCC LEADER VISITS SWEDEN 
TO DISCUSS 468 ASSEMBLY 


(Stockholm) » Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the WCC, 
visited Sweden at the beginning of March to make preparations for the 
Fourth Assembly at Uppsala in July 1968, 


At a press conference here Dr. Blake said that a new atmosphere of 
cooperation between the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church came into 
being after the Second Vatican Council, But, contrary to some press 
reports, the Pope will not be coming to the Uppsala Assembly. 


No invitation had been discussed by the Joint Working Groupy the oom— 
mittee charged with disoussions between the WCC and Rome, Dr. Blake 
noted. "T hope the Pope will pay a visit to Sweden on some other 
occasion", he said. 


According to the WCC leader, the Roman Catholic Church will» be repre- 
sented at Uppsala by "observer consultants" rather than by observers, as 
was the’ case at New Delhi in 1961, 


"Unity is a key word in the ecumenical vocabulary", Dr. Blake stated, 
-"but it is not unity as _an end_in itself, This unity must be reflected 
in mission, in service, It comes only by renewal. This thought is 
borne out in the theme of the Assembly: 'Behold, I Make All Things 
New!, 


"Everywhere in the world the church will henceforth be in a minority 
position, he predicted, Its old privileged status is finished, and it 
is a happier role for the church to be a servants 


"The essential theme for the assembly is renewal", Dr. Blake underlined, 


"At the least this means a new engagement of the Church in the economic 
and social problems in the world, some people may think we commit our- 
selves too much outside our real ‘spiritual! domain. But Christianity 
is, in a way, the most ‘materialistic! religion. We may not forget 
that His Kingdom is here and now, when we discuss the obligations that 
rich countries have in the world today. 


"To ask how much we shall give to the developing ocountries is to ask 
the wrong question, We are all living in one world and the question 
is how to. survive," 


Dr. Blake preached twice during his visit to Sweden. On March 2 a 
special ecumenical service was held in the Cathedral of Uppsala. 
Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren, chairman of the Eoumenical Council of 
Sweden, welcomed Dr. Blake, He recalled the number of ecumenical 
leaders who have visited Uppsala and the many ecumenical services which 
have been held in the cathedral since the days of Nathan Soderblomy. a 
pioneer of the ecumenical movement, ao 


The Mission Covenant Church in Stockholm was the scene of a second — 
service held’on March 3 at which he preached on evangelism, EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN CHURCHES EXPRESS THANKS 
FOR PEACE EFFORTS BY U.S. CHRISTIANS 


(Berlin) = The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) has» 
expressed appreciation for the efforts beingmade by U.S. churches to 
bring peace in Vietnam, - 


On behalf of the EKD, Bishop Kurt Scharf sent a message to the National 
Council of Churches extending sympathy to Christians who have suffered . 
personal loss as a result of the Ware He also voiced solidarity with 


] 


American churchmen who are "longing for the war to end and praying for 
negotiations that will bring a just and durable peace for the people of 
Vietnam... 


"We are united with you in the ecumenical conviction that ‘war is con- 
trary to the will of god', in our prayers for a successful outcome of 
negotiations, and in our longing for universal peace", Bishop Scharf 's 
message stated. | 


The Bishop, who is chairman of. the Council of the EKD, said his churches 
felt it more appropriate to express their sympathy with fellow Christians 
than to address statements to the U.S. Government, in view of the fact 
that Germany is not involved in the conflict and has 'no opportunity to 
share direct political responsibility for peace in Vietnam", EPS, Geneva 


SWEDISH CHURCH CONSTRUCTION 
HALTED BY ANTI-INFLATION MOVE 


(Stockholm) = Construction of churches in Sweden is at a standstill, 
and will be for approximately one year, due to a government anti- 
inflation move. 


The minister of finance has proposed a special 25 per cent tax on the . . 
construction of certain types of buildings, including churches, libraries, 
youth centres and other public facilitiese 


This measure, intended to curb inflation rather than to produce revenue, 
-is expected to be enacted by the Swedish Parliament in the near future. 


The tax will affect about 10 per cent of the nation-wide construction 


programme in Sweden. The levy will not apply to housing or industrial 
building, But it will apply equally to the free churches and the 


national (Lutheran) church, EPS, Geneva 


JEWS WORSHIP 
WITH SPANISH CATHOLICS 


(Madrid) - Some 1,000 Catholics and 200 Jews prayed and sang together 
in the Roman Catholic Church of Santa Rita. 


The prayer service was sponsored by Madrid's five-year-old Society of 
Jewish-Christian Friendship. Prayers and Bible texts common to both 
faiths were usede 


A mixed choir of Catholics and Jews sang Psalms 126 and 136; a.Catholic 
priest read passages from the Old Testament; and a prayer for peace was 
sung, in Hebrew, by Simon Amar, cantor of the Madrid synagogue. Present 
was Father Candelas Moriones, provincial of the Augustinian Fathers, who 
staff the church. 


Max Mazim, president of the Hebrew community, praised Pope John XXIII as 
a "good and generous Pope, inspired and providential". 


Father Jesus Alvarez of the Santa Rita Church emphasised the common 
interests that exist between Catholics and Jews and said they "must learn 
to live together", 


Spain's Jewish community numbers about 8,000 concentrated chiefly in 
Madrid and Barcelona. The first new synagogue to be opened in Madrid 
since the expulsion of the Jews in 1492 was opened in 1959. Last 
October a historic synagogue in Toledo was reopened for services.e 

| EPS, Geneva 
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MEMORIAL SERVICES FOR DR. COOKE 
HELD IN GENEVA AND NEW YORK 


(Geneva) - Simultaneous memorial services were held in New York and 
Geneva on March 1 to give thanks for the life of Dr. Leslie HE. Cooke, 
who had been director of the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service for the past 12 years. Dr. Cooke died in 
New York on February 22 (EPS No. 8). 


Presiding at the service in the chapel of the Ecumenical Centre here 
was Dr. Charles Arbuthnot, deputy director of the division. Prayers 
were offered by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the WCC, 
and the Rev. Logan Ayre, pastor of the Scottish Church of Geneva, 
Scripture passages were read by Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde and Dr. Elfan 
Rees of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, 


Commenting on Leslie Cooke's contribution to the World Council of 
Churches, Dr. W. A. Visser ‘t Hooft, formerly general secretary, noted 
that "it was under his leadership that the so largely EBurope-centred. . 
work of Inter-Church Aid.of the 1950's became the world-wide operation 
which we have today, with its wide concern for all aspects of human 
suffering and need, with its remarkably swift system of common response 
to emergencies, but also its concern for the long-term problems of the 
new societies, and its cooperation with the international governmental 
bodies, 


"Though we owe very much to him as an organiser, we owe very much more 
to him for ensuring that the great work of inter-church aid, of emer- 
gency relief, of service to refugees did not simply become a philan- 
thropic machine, but maintained its Christian, its truly ecumenical 
dimensions", Dr. Visser 't+ Hooft concluded. 


The Rev. John Huxtable, executive secretary of the Congregational Union. 
_of England and Wales, commented on another facet of Dr. Cooke's ministry: 
"What held his life together, giving it coherence and vigour, was his 
unswerving devotion to his vocation as a minister of the Word of God, 
Amidst manifold tasks Leslie Cooke remained a man never far from the New 
Testament, expounding it in speech and writing, knowing it both as 
scholar and believer, discovering its relevance in a project in Africa 
or a rescue operation in Skopje, 


"He lived, that is, where the King had promised to speak; he told what 
he heard, and spelt out in life the service of the King. You cannot — 
serve the purpose of that King if you only heard him speak long ago: 
his victory comes through those who listen long and obey quickly." 


In New York some 125 church officials, colleagues and friends of Dr. 
Cooke gathered at Riverside Church for a service presided over by the 
Rev. William K. Duval, former administrative secretary to Dr. Cooke. 


x0 Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the WCC Central Committee, spoke of 
Leslie Cooke's outstanding pastoral gifts. 


"He wore the nerve-ends of his life near the skin'> Dr... Pry, said,,,l'as 
every pastor must if he is to react sensitively to the lives and needs 
of those about him. Thank God we had a pastor of his quality, his 


flavour, in a prominent post on the staff of the wcc, God reproduce 
Leslie Cooke there again." 


A former WCC associate general secretary, Dr. Henry Smith Leiper, cited - 
the many thousands of people throughout the world whose lives were saved 
and who were restored to their loved ones as a result of Dr. Cooke's 
efforts, Others participating in the New York Service included Dr. 
Eugene L. ‘Smith and Dr. T, E, Floyd Honey of the U.S. Conference for the 
WCC, and Dr. R., H. Edwin Espy, general secretary of the National Council 
of Churches, EPS, Geneva 
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REFUGEE ASSISTANCE PROGRAMME 
LAUNCHED IN. ZAMBIA 


(Geneva) = A refugee assistance programme in Zambia is being launched 
by the Lutheran World Federation at the request of the Government of 
Zambia, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, and the 
Christian Council of Zambia, The LWF has also offered to conduct the 
programme on behalf of the World Council of Churches as it does in ; 
Tanzania through the Tanganyika Christian Refugee Service, and negoti-~ 
ations are in progress with both the WCC and the All Africa Conference 
of Churches, ‘ 


To be called "Zambia Christian Refugee Service", the programme will be 
operated generally along the same lines as. the.Tanganyika project, with 
activities aimed at the establishment as soon as possible of settlements 
which eventually will become self-supporting agricultural communitiese 


The initial effort will be to establish and consolidate refugee settle- 
ments with medical and educational facilities and means of filling basic 
food and clothing needs, 


The service will have its headquarters in Lusaka, capital of the south- 
central Africa republic (formerly Northern. Rhodesia), and settlements 
for approximately 2,000 refugees each will be maintained in Myimbay 
Lwatembo and Mankoya, A transit centre for political exiles will be 
located near the capital. . 


After a first major influx of about 5,000 refugees from Mozambique in 
December 19653 the Government of Zambia called the situation to the 
attention of the UNHCR, which provided immediate emergency assistance. 
Since then, additional large numbers of refugees have fled to Zambia 
from Angola as well as Mozambique. 


Directing the programme will be the Rev. Christian Christiansen, a Danish 
Lutheran churchman with long experience in welfare work and refugee aide 
EPS, Geneva 


COMMUNICATIONS CENTRE TO AT 
INDIAN .CHURCHES 


(Jabalpur, India) - A Communication Arts Centres. which will aid Indian 
churches in the production and use of radio programmes, drama, photo= © 
graphy, films, posters and other graphic arts, was opened here on 16 
February. 


The main building houses offices of the Christian Association for Radio 
and Audio-Visual Services of the National: Christian Council of Indias 
Also included are production rooms, exhibition areas, a. film library, 
sales rooms and a small auditorium, Other buildings contain staff 
quarters, 


Present for the dedication ceremonies was Dr. Barnerd M. LIuben, executive 
director of RAVEMCCO (the Radioy Visual Education and Mass Communication 
Committee of the National Council of Churches in the USA). 


In connection with the dedication, a special exhibition was opened to the 
public including Christian art and displays on audio-visual methods and 
equipment and photographio services, EPS, Geneva 
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INCREASING GOVERNMENT PRESSURE 
ON CHINESE CHURCHES CITED 


(Paris) - According to Japanese correspondents who have recently been 
in China, the constitution of the People!s Republic of China of 1954 
might soon be revised; this would apply especially to Article 88 
guaranteeing the freedom of religion. 


According to information from the same correspondents, as well as news 
received in Paris, all Christian churches, not only in Peking but through- 
out China, have been closed since last August; those in Peking especially 
have been used to house Red Guards or as the soene of. their meetings. 

This measure seems to apply not only to Christian churches but also to 
Buddhist temples. 


Acoording to a number of reports, cases of persecution are becoming more 

and more frequent; it seems, however, that the victims are not attacked 

because of their religious convictions as such but as: supposed opponents 
of the government, 


On the other hand, a report from the Moroccan press about the persecution 
of Moslems in China has been rejected as "a deliberate fabrication to sow 
discord in the friendly relations between.the Chinese and Moslem peoples 
and to undermine the common cause of anti-imperialist solidarity of the 
Afro-Asian countries", : 


According to news reéeived in Paris, Anglican Bishop Ting Kwang Hsun, 

head of the theological faculty in Nanking and chairman of the Federation 

of Chinese Churches, has not been seen or heard of since September 1966- 
EPS, Geneva 


GHANA BIBLE SOCIETY 
IS INAUGURATED 


(Accra) - The Bible Society of Ghana was inaugurated on 19th February at 
a rally held at the Black Star Square. The Rev. Ae Le Kwansa, Synod 
Clerk of the Presbyterian Church and chairman of the advisory council, 
said the Bible Society "will help distribute the Word of God without note 
or comment in languages_which all Ghanaians can understand, and also will . 
sell it at a price that everyone can afford to pay". This, he stressed, 
will advance the Word of God. 


It is intended to encourage the formation of Local Associations composed 
of members who will help promote the society's objectives. 


The Ghana Bible Society will be governed by an independent national 
council composed of 24 members, at least half of whom will be laymen and 
representatives of every region in the country and as widely denomina= 
tional as possible. 


An amount of (¢7,982.00) has been voted for the first year. According 
to the chairman, certain individuals have generously contributed towards 
the upkeep of the society; most of them are expatriates both here and 
pbroad. However, he implored everyone to help finance the. society. 

' EPS, Geneva 


Noe 9 = 9th March, 1967 ] 


STEPS TOWARD LUTHERAN-ORTHODOX 
DIALOGUE OUTLINED 


(Geneva) - Conorete steps to resume formal contacts and conversation 
between the world's Lutherans and Orthodox were discussed when Dr. 
André Appel, general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, and 
Finnish Lutheran Archbishop Martti Simojoki made an official visit to 
Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras the last week in February. 


Throughout their encounter, Dr. Appel said, Patriarch Athenagoras 
stressed that "we should not isolate theological discussion and the 
search for truth from the manifestation of charity among us". He pro- 
posed that the two communions consider a variety of new cooperative 
programmes, in both inter-church relations and social action. 


Initial steps have been taken by. the patriarchate to launch the dialogue, 
the LWF executive said. These include approval of talks by the Holy 
Synod in Istanbul and plans by the Ecumenical Patriarch to send an en- 
cyclical to leaders of all Orthodox churches urging their agreement and 
participation. 


With affirmative approval, Orthodox leaders from over the world would 
convene a conference to work out a proposed timetable and agenda for 
joint talks. At the same time, world Lutheran representatives would 
formulate a similar proposal. Joint meetings and actual theological 
discussion would follow. 


Patriarch Athenagoras was also concerned that talks. on a world level 
should not impede communication at regional or national levels, Dre 
Appel reported, 


The LWF leader forecast a probable four-point Lutheran-Orthodox pro- 
gramme: | 


- "Mutual efforts in communication and sharing of information...getting 
better acquainted; 


- "Formal theological dialogue; 
- "Joint research into possible areas of practical cooperation; 


- "Efforts in both churches, at all levels, to show our Christian love 
for each other," 


Dr. Appel and Archbishop Simojoki also conferred with Archbishop 
Chrysostomos of the Greek Orthodox Church in Athens who expressed "Jjoy'’ 
at the possibility of resuming a dialogue broken off some years after 
the Reformation. He said he was eagerly awaiting the Ecumenical 
Patriarch's encyclical, EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN EXECUTIVES STUDY 
MANAGEMENT PROBLEMS 


(Bangalore) - Business executives of Indian churches and church-related 
institutions held a national conference recently to study problems of 
Management and administration. 


Convened by the Ecumenical Christian Centre of Bangalore, the conference 
was held at the Roman Catholic Dhyana Ashram in Madras from January 26 
to 29. 


Some 40 leading representatives of churches from all over India and 
officebearers of many Christian institutions participated. 


Both Christian and non-Christian experts provided leadership for dis- 
cussions of such practical questions as budgets and control, purchasing 
procedures, utilization of foreign exchange, personnel management and 
public relations, EPS, Geneva 
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FATHER McCABE MAY 
BE REINSTATED 


(London) ~ The Master General of the Dominican Order told a British 
Catholic layman that he was willing to reconsider his dismissal of Fr. 
Herbert McCabe, 0.P., as editor of New Blackfriars in perhaps a month 
Or tWO. ; 


Dr. John Bryden, president of the Newman Association in Great Britain, 
had gone to Rome to give Fr. Fernandes Aniceto, the Master General, the 
first 850 signatures on a petition calling for Fr. McCabe's reinstate- 
ment as editor of the English Dominican journal. 


Fr. McCabe was dismissed from the journal after an editorial by him in 
the February issue declared the Church was "plainly corrupt". The 
priest in charge of censoring New Blackfriars, Fr. Kenelm Foster, O.Pey, 
was also dismissed from the staff, 


The petition Dr. Bryden took to Fr. Aniceto in Rome has now more than 
2,000 signatures, mainly from Catholic college and university teachers, 
publishers and writers, all of them laymen, 


Five English Bishops and the Apostolic Delegate, Archbishop Cardinale, 
have said they will support a "pray-in" which the same group is holding 
at. Westminster Cathedral, London, on March 11, "in reparation for sins 
against justice and love, committed in particular within the Roman 
Catholic Church, and for which we are all responsible". 


The demonstration is to last until 6 p.m. and an auxiliary bishop of . 
Westminster - Dom Christopher Butler, former Abbot of Downside - has 
indicated that he will attend sometime during the afternoon, Three 
other prelates = Archbishop Beck of Liverpool, Archbishop Dwyer of 
Birmingham, and Bishop Warlock of Portsmouth - have informed the organi-~ 
sers of the pray-in that although they will not be present, the demon- 
stration has their support in varying degrees. 


The organisers interpret the welcoming response they have received from 
authoritative quarters as an indication that "whoever was responsible for 
dismissing Fr. McCabe regrets it and would like to undo it all". . 

EPS, .Geneva 


FOUR FRENCH CHURCHES STUDY 
JOINT THEOLOGICAL AFFIRMATIONS 


(Liebfrauenberg, France) - Officers of the four Lutheran and Reformed 
churches in France which are members of the WCC met here on February 
27-28; representatives of the French Protestant Federation also attended. 
They studied common enterprises, theological and sociological questions, 
and prospects for the future on the basis of a report presented by 
Church Inspector Greiner, 


They rejoiced in the news that joint statements on Holy Scripture, | 
baptism and Holy Communion are in the process of study and adoption by 
the four bodies, In addition they asked that a competent theological 
commission prepare a fourth statement on the doctrine of the Church. 


These four statements ~ together with a declaration of faith, a first 
draft of which was presented to the Assembly of the French Protestant 
Federation in Colmar last November (EPS No. 36) = will constitute the 
basis of union for the four churches. . L 


The next meeting will be held in June, EPS, Geneva 
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LEADER OF INDIAN CHURCH COUNCIL 
DIES AT 55 


(Nagpur, India) - Korula Jacob, secretary of the National Christian 
Council of India since 1952, died on March 1 at the age of 55. 


The son of a Bishop in the Church of South India, Mr. Jacob had been a 
teacher before coming to the National Council. He made an important 
contribution to the ecumenical movement, both in relation to the Inter- 
national Missionary Council and to the World Council of Churches. On 
behalf of the Indian churches, he took major responsibility for local 
earieer ore for the Third WCC Assembly when it was held in New Delhi 
in 1961. 


Korula Jacob had a very clear sense of the intimate relationship between 
mission, unity and service, He conceived of the National Christian 
Council of India as an instrument for fostering this dynamic relation- 
‘ship. To this end he dedicated his life. Speaking at New Delhi on the 
occasion of the integration of the International Missionary Council and 
the WCC, he said: 


"The proclamation of the Good News by word and deed is our individual and 
collective obligation, and it continues until the end of time. Our con- 
tinuing task, however, has to be carried out in a changing context. This 
means we have new opportunities and new responsibilities. If we are 
good and faithful stewards, we must try to discern what these are and act 
wisely, relying on God both to lead us and to enable us." EPS, Geneva 


REGULATIONS EASED ON 
CATHOLIC-ORTHODOX WEDDINGS 


(Vatican City) - A decree has been published by the Holy See recognising 
the sacramental validity of marriages contracted in an Orthodox ceremony 
between Latin-rite Catholics and members of the Orthodox Churche 


The Vatican Council'!s Decree on Eastern Catholic Churches, promulgated 
in November 1964, gave recognition to marriages between Oriental-rite 
Catholics and Orthodox Church members contracted in the presence of an 
Orthodox priest, 


The purpose of the new decree is to extend this recognition to Latin- 
rite Catholics who marry a member of the Orthodox faith in the latter's 
church, 


The new legislation makes more precise the general rule by giving local 
bishops power to dispense Catholics from the "canonical form" required 
for marriage (i.e. marriage in a Roman Catholic Church by a Roman 


Catholic priest). In other words, it is up to the bishop to decide when 
to remove the legal prohibition against marriages between Catholics and 
Orthodox in Orthodox churches, If the bishop does so, the marriage is 


not only recognised as valid but as within church law. 


With the new decree, a bishop can allow a Catholic under his authority 
to marry an Orthodox in the presence of an Orthodox priest on two con 
ditions: where circumstances make it difficult for the marriage to be 
held in.a Catholic Church, and provided the Roman Catholic partner 
pledges to educate the children in the Roman Catholic faith. 


The legislation was contained in a decree of the Congregation for the 
Oriental Church approved by Pope Paul on February 226 EPS, Geneva 
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SOUTH AFRICAN LIBEL HEARING 
GETS UNDER WAY . 


(Johannesburg) - Testimony designed to show that the Rev. C.F, Beyers 
Naude and Prof, Albert Geyser were the "fellow theologians" referred 

to by Prof, A.D. Pont in a series of articles he wrote for. the journal 
Die Hervormer consumed the first ten days of the court hearings on the 
libel action which the two South African churchmen have brought against 
Prof. Pont (EPS No. 7). | 


Mr. Naude is director of the Christian Institute and Prof, Geyser 
teaches at Witwatersrand University. Prof, Pont is associated with 
Pretoria University, 


The case is being heard before Judge W. G. Trollip. 


The chief witness thus far has been Dr. C. Je Labuschagne, lecturer in 
Semitic languages at Pretoria University. He told the court that strong 
feelings of antagonism existed on the part of Prof. Pont toward Prof. 
Geyser, According to Dr. Labuschagne, it was generally knowin church 
circles that Prof. Pont. "had his knife in" for Prof. Geyser. 


The witness described an-incident during a meeting of the Nederduits g 
Hervormde Kerk in 1958 in which he said Prof. Pont had so insulted Prof. 
Geyser that the latter walked out of the meeting. 


Identification of the plaintiffs as the "fellow theologians" and "certain i 
theologians" whom Prof, Pont termed "Gommunist and supporters of pete aN 
supporters of sabotage, revolution and war against South Africa" IS. ORG oO 
the major issues in the libel action, No names were ever given in the 
articles, , 


In his preliminary affidavit, Prof. Pont denied the allegations of poe 4 
plaintiffs and claimed he wrote the articles in-thebelief that all factua 
allegations therein were true. . EPS, Geneva 


KANDY CONSULTATION AFFIRMS DESIRE 
FOR FULL DIALOGUE 


(Kandy, Ceylon) ~ The solidarity of the Christian with his fellowman, no 
matter what his colour, culture, faith or unbelief, was affirmed by 
Protestant, Orthodox and Catholic participants at a World Council of 
Churches consultation on "Christians in Dialogue with Men of Other 
Faiths", The meeting took place here February 27 to March 5. 


A statement issued by the consultation said: "Around the world aware- 
ness is increasing that men of differing religious traditions should 
meet in friendship rather than in enmity, We Christians would express 
our sincere desire to enter into dialogue, admitting our past failures 
in both charity and understanding. 


"There is an essential identity of the human species to which full sig- 
nificance should be accorded, God having 'made of one every nation of 


men the participants affirmed. This provides a basis for dialogue 
which all can share, | 


As to the nature of dialogue, the participants defined it as "a genuine 
readiness to listen to the man with whom we desire to communicate'». 1 
It also "involves an expectation of something new happening - the. opening 
of a new.dimension of which one.was not aware before...it implies a 
readiness to be changed as well as to influence others. 


"Good dialogue develops when one partner speaks in such a way that the 
other feels drawn to listen, and when one listens so that the other is 
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drawn to speak. The outcome of the dialogue is the work of the Spirit", 
said the participants. . % 


On the thorny question of conversion, there was some disagreement. The 
conference statement said: 


"We recognise that there is often confusion, within the Church and outside 
of it, between conversion as an inner spiritual and moral rebirth, a 
radical turning to God, and conversion as a cultural and sociological 
change of religious affiliation. 1 


"We are not agreed among ourselves whether or not it is part of God's re- 
demptive purposes to bring about an increasing manifestation of the 
Saviour within other systems of belief, as such. This very fact is one 
of the reasons which should make us leave it to the conscience and inner 
illumination of those who within such other systems take up Christian 
discipleship, whether or not it is Godts will for them that they should 
leave their own social and religious community." 


Among the 33 scholars attending the Kandy Consultation were four Roman 
Catholics nominated by the Vatican Secretariat for Non-Christians. They 
were the Rt. Rev. Nanayakkara, Bishop of Kandy; Prof. O. Lacombe of the . 
University of Paris; Father Joseph Spae of the Oriens Institute for 
Religious Research in Tokyo; and Father K. Klostermaier, S.V.D.; of 
Bombay. ; 


Chairman of the meeting was the Rev. Alan A. Brash, secretary for Inter= 
Church Aid of the East Asia Christian Conference. 


The consultation climaxed a series of three meetings sponsored by the 
wcC Department of Studies in Mission and Evangelism, To the first 
sessions came study centre directors from several cities in India, as 
well as Colombo, Manila, Kyoto, Algiers and Ibadan. They were joined 
by eleven other experts from four continents for the second meeting, 
which drew up a study programme for the next three yearSe EPS, Geneva 


WOODROW WILSON AWARD 
GIVEN TO DR. BLAKE 


(Princeton, New Jersey) - The Woodrow Wilson Award, the highest general 
distinction conferred upon.an alumnus, was presented by Princeton 
University to Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, on February 
256 ; 


President Robert F, Goheen made the presentation before some 1,200 persons 
attending the annual meeting of the Princeton National Alumni Association. 


Dr. Blake was cited for his contributions "in the nation's service, and 
in the service of his churoh and of mankind". 


In reviewing Dr. Blake's career President Goheen noted: "He is now 
deeply engaged in overcoming the largest and most difficult obstacle 
facing Christian churches throughout the world: that of working together. 


"In these activities he has established himself among churchmen every- 
where as a personal symbol of ecumenical Christianity - concerned not only 
with the reconciliation of God and man, or of the Christian churches, but 
of all human divisions, whether based on politics, ideologies, class dis- 
tinctions, pride of race or nationalistic prejudice." 


The honoree graduated from Princeton with the Class of 1928 with honours 
in the Department of Philosophy. The Wilson Award was established by 
an anonymous alumnus in 1956 and carries with it a prize of $1,000. 

EPS, Geneva 
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WORLD YWCA COUNCIL MEETING 
—T0 ‘FOCUS ON COMMUNITY DEMANDS 


(Geneva) ~ "The Demands of a World Community"will be the subject of the 
main address and a series of discussions at the pian: i hie Council meet- 
ing in Melbourne, Australia next August. 


This was one of the decisions made by a special group of World YWCA 
Executive Committee members which met here the first week in March, 


Among other subjects to be discussed are three draft Statements of Policy, 
prepared by the Executive Committee, on "The responsibility of the YWCA 
in Education", "Discrimination against Racial and Ethnic Groups", and 

"The Participation of Women and Girls in Public and Community Life", 
Working groups will examine various aspects of YWCA programme, and_the 
Council will elect new officers and determine the budget for the next 
four-year period, . 


Prior to the World Council meeting, an ecumenical team of three YWCA 
leaders, representing . the Protestant, Orthodox and Roman Catholic member- 
ship, will visit New Zealand at the invitation of the YWCA of that 
country.  -EPS; Geneva 


INCREASED CONTRIBUTION FOR DEVELOPMENT 
URGED BY SWISS MISSION COUNCILS 


(Berne) «= The Missionary Councils of the Swiss Protestant Church and the 
Swiss Catholic Church have issued a joint statement appealing to the 
Federal Parliament. to increase its proposed credit to under-developed 
countries. ° The amount of 100 million Swiss frances ($23,150,000) 5. men= 
tioned in the Federal Council's report of December 27, 1966, is termed 
completely inadequate to meet the hopes of many of the younger nations. 
Experts attached to the "Service for Technical Cooperation" had counted 
on 130 million, according to the mission groups. 


The possibility of increasing the federal credit to at least 120 million 


francs was proposed in the churchmen's statement, "If this should prove 
impossible, we would request that the proposed sum be for two years in- 
stead of two and a half years," EPS, Geneva 

IN BRIEF 


The United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) has released figures which 
show that in the past fifteen years, per capita annual giving by the 
church!s members has increased almost ten-fold, In*1949, 72 per cent of 
the Kyodan budget was provided from abroad through the Inter-Board 
Committee related to mission agencies in the USA and’ Canada. In 1966, 
only 55 per cent of the budget came from outside Japan, the rest being 
contributed by Kyodan members. In the fifteen-year period, membership 
has grown from about 120,000 to almost 200 9000, some 4,000 new members 
being added in 1966, 


* * * 


The Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, a 500,000-member denomination 
in the USA, has become the tenth church to join the Consultation on. 
Church Union (COCU). A delegation from the CME Church will participate 
in the next meeting of the Consultation at Cambridge, Mass,, May 1-4. 

The CME Church had previously sent observer consultants. The. denomi-— 
nation was formed in 1870 as the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church, but 
changed its name in 1956. ' 
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REFORMED CHURCH FOR ENGLAND PROJECTED | NR os WO eg vibe Cae 
IN PRESBYTERIAN/CONGREGATIONAL DOCUMENT — = et etlllan,. Crernene ant 
(London) = The uniting’ of the Presbyterian Church of England hand ohe ons 
gregational Church in England and Wales by 1970 under the name of "the 0% 
Reformed Church" is envisaged in a "basis for union" published March 7. 


If the two governing bodies commend the union at their General Assemblies 
in May, the plan will come back for revision next year with final 
revision being effected in 1969 and ratification in 1970. 


Speaking at a press conference here, Dr. John Marsh, principal of 
Mansfield College, Oxford, said that the proposed union would be the 
first to take place in Britain across denominational boundariese 


Commenting editorially, the British Weekly of March 9 said: "What 1s 
highly significant is that this union involves the merging. of . two 
different kinds of pality. Such a union has not been successfully ac» 
complished.in this country for. 400 years.” 


The British Weekly was impressed by the fact that "every arrangement 
taken into the constitution...was done because of its own jintrinsic 

value and not as a ‘balancing! gesture. The sole test was whether oz 
not it contributed. to the Reformed Church", Also, though the churches 
are unequal numerically, "it is not a takeover bid,in any possible sense 
This is a joint action by_equals in status", the editorial statede 


Conversations between the two bodies began in 1934 and the scheme of 
union has been widely discussed at various levels. 


According to latest reports, the Congregational churches have a member= 
ship of 198,488 and possess 2,759 churches and places of worship with 
1,254 ministers, of whom 40 are women. The Presbyterian Church of 
England is considerably smaller, with a membership of 67,629 in 330 
churches, It has 290 ministers, : EPS, Geneva 


TALKS WITH. CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE 
URGED ON SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCH 


Gre Hague) — The Executive Committee of the Netherlands Reformed Church 
Moderaman) has undertaken a new initiative aimed at easing tensions be- 


tween the Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa and the Christian 
Institute, 


Last November the South African General Synod condemned the Christian 
Institute as "heretical" and declared membership in the inter-racial, 
ecumenical body incompatible with membership in the DRC, At the time 
the Netherlands Reformed Church lodged a sharp protest with the Dutch 
Reformed Church and requested additional information on the action (see 


EPS No. 35/1966). A copy of the November resolution was thereupon sent 
to Holland, 


Now the Moderamen has urged the DRC to open negotiations with the res- 
ponsible leadership of the Christian Institute about the whole matter, 
in order. to "remove the impression that the DRC Synod-wants to continue 
to act unilaterally without hearing the brethren of the Christian, Insti- 
tute and giving them opportunity to render an accounting in your Synod". 


The communication acknowledges that the November decision to expel 
Christian Institute members from the DRC can be reconsidered only at the 
next General Synod, which will meet in 1969. It expresses the con- . 
viction, however, that tensions growing out of its implementation can be ~ 
lessened by negotiations, EPS, Geneva. 
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CHURCH ATTENDANCE RISING 
IN WAKE OF NKRUMAH FALL 


(Accra, Ghana) = One year after the downfall of President Kwame 
Nkrumah, who warred on organized religion, there is striking evidence 
here of a revival of religious fervour. 


The evidence cited by Lloyd Garrison in a dispatch to the New York Times 
was the thousands of Ghanaian Protestants who attended a service in 
Accra Stadium marking the fiirst anniversary of.last year's February 24 
COUDs A year ago, under Mr. Nkrumah, such an open-air service in a 
Government-owned stadium would have been unthinkable, 


The. sermon was delivered by the Rt. Rev. Richard Roseveare, the Anglican 
Bishop of Accra, who was expelled by President Nkrumah in 1962 and, for 
more than three months, denied re-entry into Ghana. 


In an allusion to Mr. Nkrumah's nine-year-long campaign first to isolate, 
then to control church leadership, Bishop Roseveare declared: 


"History teaches us over and over again that you can force a’ man to fear 
but you cannot force a man to love, You can force a man to conform but 
you cannot force him to believe." 


The Government not only made the stadium available, but provided the 
Ghanaian Army band to lead the hymns and permitted the programme to be 
printed on Government stationery, 


seven of the. eight members of the ruling National Liberation Council are 
Christians and all seven attended the ceremony. The eighth member is a 
Mosiem, 


All religious denominations report that church attendance has increased 
markedly since the coup. But Bishop Roseveare cautioned against overe 
emphasising the significance of what he called the "numbers game". 


"T+ is not the quantity but the quality of the faith that counts", he 
sald. 


‘The bishop attributed the rise in religious observance since the coup to 
"natural reaction against the public neglect of God for so many years", 


He recalled Mr. Nkrumah's success in isolating the churches and noted 
that after his own expulsion the Government-controlled press and radio 
did not run any of the protests raised by the United Church Council or 
the Roman Catholic diocese, His eventual return was also unreported, 
The expulsion followed an attack by the Bishop on a youth group whose 
oath attempted to deify Mr. Nkrumah, EPS, Geneva 


BIBLE SOCIETY EXHIBIT 
FOR MONTREAL FAIR VISITORS 


(Montreal) - In conjunction with Canada's Centennial and Expo '67, the 
Montreal World's Fair, the Canadian Bible Society will open an exhibit 
on the Bible on the grounds of Christ Church (Anglican) Cathedral in the 
heart of downtown Montreal. It will include rare manuscripts and his- 
torical relics from Europe:and the U.S. In addition, motion picture 
clips will illustrate the complex problems of language interpretation 
and expression, 

The exhibit, scheduled for May 15 - September 15, will be free to the 


public. It is estimated that 650,000 will visit the exhibit, 
. EPS, Geneva 
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RECOMMENDATION ON OPEN COMMUNION 
WILL GO TO U.Se EPISCOPAL BISHOPS 


(New York) + No canonical or rubrical changes are required by the 
Episcopal. Church in order to admit all baptised Christians entitled to 
receive the Sacrament in their own churches to Holy Communion in the 
Episcopal Church (USA). 


This judgement is contained in a report which the Joint Commission on 
Ecumenical Relations will present to the House of Bishops when it meets 
in Seattle in September, 


"Not only on special occasions of ecumenical gatherings, but also in cir-= 
cumstances of individual spiritual need", is the communion ruling said to 


apply. 


At the last General Convention in 1964 the House of Bishops had received 
a resolution on admission to communion of all baptised communicant mem- 
bers of other churches. However, when the House of Deputies did not 
convene, a substitute resolution was passed asking for study by a theo- 
logical committee of the Joint Commission. 


The statement of the Joint Commission reads in part: "All who have been 
baptised in the name of the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit have been made 
members,of the Body of Christ. Those who in other Christian traditions 
than ours have by personal profession of faith and personal commitment 
affirmed their status as members of the Body, may on occasion be led by 
their Christian obedience to wish to receive Communion in our Church. 


"We believe that they may properly do so where the discipline of their 

own church permits, not only at special occasions of ecumenical gatherings 
specifically looking towards church unity, but also in circumstances of 
individual spiritual need; and that this does not require any rubrical 

or canonical changes." BPS, Geneva 


TIMELY QUOTES 


Desmond Fishers well-known Catholic author who formerly edited the 
Catholic Herald, writing in the Church Times of March 10: "If we want to 
produce Christians who are individually committed to their faith, we must 
do it by treating them as individuals. We seem to want to crush every- 
one into a mould, to make them conform to what we think is right just 
because it is there, The sort of bullying which goes on far too fre- 
quently in the name of preserving orthodoxy is the reverse of the freedom 
and charity which should mark the Christian community, 


"Of course there are dangers in this, especially for Roman Catholics who 
have always prided themselves on their unity, and who see, with varying 
emotions, the doctrinal anarchy into which some of the other Christian 
churches have fallen, But Roman Catholics have to learn something them- 
selves. They have to see that unity does ‘not mean uniformity, and that 
there are greater dangers involved in trying to stifle the pluriformity 
which is developing tin Roman Catholicism.and which it will be the task of 
the coming generation to harmonise in unity," EPS, Geneva 
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GUIDELINES ON CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE 
GIVEN MISSOURI SYNOD LUTHERANS 


(St. Louis) » Christians may engage in acts of civil disobedience when 
they believe a law conflicts with a "clearprecept of God", but they must 
then be willing to bear the consequences y according to the Commission on 
Theology and Church Relations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 


In a report circulated among pastors and congregations, the commission 
suggested that Christians consider the following guidelines before they 
disobey a law which they think conflicts with the. higher law of Gods 


- Be sure all legal means of changing the law have been exhausted; 


- Consult with men of good conscience to test the validity of judge- 
ment | 


- Carry out the act of disobedience in a noneviolent manner; 


- Direct the act against the specific law or practice which violates 
the conscience} 


¢ 


- Exercise restraint in using civil disobedience because of the potential 
danger of lawlessnes. 


The commission also cautioned the Christian to “guard against identifying 
himself with groups and individuals who may be protesting against the 
same law from apparently wrong motives and who may be seeking to capture 
a movement for their own improper ends", . EPS, Geneva 


RALPH CALDER LEAVING 
WORLD CONGREGATIONAL BODY 


(London) = The Rev. Ralph Calder will leave the International Congres: 
gational Council at the end of August to become secretary of the Overseas 
Appointments Bureau, which finds teachers for Christian colleges and 
schools oversease 


Mr. Calder has been secretary of the I.C.C. for almost 12 years, and 
recently has been engaged in discussions looking toward union of the 
Counoil with the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


The Overseas Bureau is attached to the Christian Education Movement in 
Great Britain and receives support from the Overseas Development Ministry 
and Christian Aid.. ; | EPS, Geneva 


THIRD CONVERSATION HELD 
BY GERMAN AND RUSSIAN. THEOLOGIANS 


(Frankfurt-am-Main) - Metropolitan Nikodim, director of the Foreign 
Department of the Moscow Patriarchate, has expressed "complete satis-— 
faction" with theological conversations between the Evangelical Church 
in Germany (EKD) and the Russian Orthodox Church. A third official 
meeting was held the beginning of March at Hochst (Odenwald) to discuss 
"The Christian Concept of Atonement". a ; 


Speaking at a press conference afterwards, Metropolitan Nikodim said agree~ 
ment was evident on many points, such as exegetical questions, although 
this had not been expected, Separation of the churches cannot be over- - 
come quickly, he said, but essential points of agreement had been brought 
to light. Protestants and Orthodox could,learn much from one another, | 


Similar views were expressed by Prof, Ernst Wolf of Gottingen, the spokes» 
man on the German side. "with many surprises, we have gradually begun to 
discover eaéh other",/ he said. EPS; Geneva 
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SPANISH OFFICIALS SEEK TO CLARIFY 
AMENDMENTS TO PROPOSED LAW 


(Madrid) ~ Two ministers of the Spanish government stated in a press 
conference at the Madrid International Press Club,that "a literal reading 
of the draft law on religious liberty might lead to misunderstandings" 
unless it is remembered that this law tries to deal with religious 
liberty as a civil might and not as a specifically religious issues The 
ministers went on to say that in applying the Vatican Council declaration 
on religious liberty in Spain "one must protect the privileged situation 
of the Catholic confession". .The Government also has an obligation "to 
protect the political and religious unity of the country". 


The Minister of Justice and the Minister of Information and Tourism gave a 
number of clarifications about amendments to. the original draft prepared 
by Sr. Castiella, Minister of Foreign Affairs. They said that Artiole 12 
~ recognising the right to create educational, philanthropic, and social 
centres with religious purposes - had been dropped because this right "is 
sufficiently guaranteed by the normal legislation valid for all Spaniards". 


In the new text of Article 9 the right to "teach" onets religion has been 
replaced by the right to "make public" "in.order.to avoid any abuse of that 
right". 


After the press conference Pastor José Cardona Gregori, executive seore- 
tary of the Commission for’ the Defence of Protestantism in Spain, had a con- 
‘versation with the Minister of Information and Tourism, who told him that 
Protestant confessions would not be prevented by the law as drafted from 
using radio and television as long as they did so within the framework of 
the lawe The fact that this was not mentioned in the proposed text was 

not to be taken as a prohibition, he saids 


The Minister of Justice told Sr. Cardona that the new law should not be 
understood as forbidding Protestant confessions to undertake activities 
of evangelisation, which are necessary to all Christian confessions. 
Proselytism in the good sense of the term would not be forbidden. 


He added that Protestant churches had not been called upon to study the 

- proposed law because it was the government!s duty to apply the conciliar 
declaration on religious liberty according to the interpretation of the 
papacy and of the Spanish episcopate in line with the particular situation 
of Spains 


Unless the Cortes (Parliament) introduces changes in the draft law, 
Protestant churches will be compelled to adopt a single type of con- 
fessional association with a formal registration of their members and pub- 
lication of their budget and accounts. To renounce this proposed legal 
recognition would automatically deprive churches of the rights accorded 
them by the draft law. EPS, Geneva 


WARNING ON AGRICULTURAL 
COMMODITY SHORTAGE ISSUED 


(Rome) = A warning against relaxing efforts to improve the world's agri- 
cultural commodity situation was sounded on March 6 by the Director- 
General of the Food and Agriculture Organization, 


While preliminary reports suggest that 1966 was a better year than 1965 
for agricultural producers and exporters, said Dr. Be. Re Sen, "there is 
no guarantee that this situation is going to last very far into this 
years 
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"As we enter the last third of this century, it is a matter of serious 
concern that food supplies available in the poor countries continue to 
be inadequate", he said. , 


Production in’ 1966/67 appears likely to increase substantially more than 
it did in 1965/66, when output rose scarcely at all and export prices 
declined by 4%. Record crops of wheat and coarse grains were reported 
for 1966, but the FAO official warned that the recovery for developing 
countries was unlikely to bring their per-caput output back to the 1964/65 
levels | 


The need for a "permanent solution" to the food problem in developing 
countries was stressed. Although developed countries and aid agencies 
have, in recent years, shown increased interest in helping agricultural 
development, there has as yet been no commensurate effort to coordinate 
activitiess 


",,.ethere is an urgent need for the international community to start 
feeling its way toward the formulation of an integrated policy", Dr. Sen 
Saide | . | EPS, Geneva 


FIVE NEW ZEALAND CHURCHES 
COMMIT THEMSELVES TO SEEK UNION 


(Wellington, N.Z.) - Five New Zealand churches will formally commit them 
selves to find a basis of union and to unite in common action. 


Representatives of the Anglicans Associated Churches of Christ, Congre- 
gational, Methodist and Presbyterian churches have agreed to perform an 

Act of Commitment at a service in the Anglican Cathedral of St. Paul 

here on May 10. Preceding the commitment service some 150 delegates from 
the negotiating churches will engage in a study day focusing on the mission 
of the Church in New Zealand. The Australian Archbishop of Melbourne, 

the Most Reve Frank Woods, has agreed to lead their discussions. 


The following Sunday, Whitsunday, local services of thanksgiving will be 
held in churches throughout New Zealand. 


The Act of Commitment is not in itself union, but will involve "a solemn 
pledge of common obedience with the consecration of every endeavour thats 
by the Holy Spirit, the five might be brought into one church. It will 
carry with it the intention to do together many of the things that in the 
past have been done separately." 


These decisions were reached by the Joint Commission on Church Union when 

it met here in mid-February. Reports from all. the churches and dioceses 

concerned, including those in Melanesia and Polynesia, indicated they were 
ready for this official action. 


Work is proceeding immediately on a Basis of Union, which will outline a 
scheme for integrating the work of the churches. However, certain de- 
tails of structure and organisation will be decided after union, on the 
basis of experience in the united church, 


A Joint Board of Theological Studies will be appointed and will begin work 
next yeary preparing a syllabus for the diploma and licentiate in theologys 
The Joint National Committee on Church Extension will coordinate planning 
of church development, with the assistance of the Joint Regional Com- 
mittees. , EPS, Geneva 
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PROBLEMS OF NEW AFRICAN NATIONS 
REFLECTED IN CONGOLESE CHURCHES 


(Geneva) - The Congo has undergone a number of crises during the last few 
years. This is perhaps one reason why Christian churches there have not 
achieved autonomy as rapidly as those in other African countries. Ree 
lationships between churches and missions have been another point of 
frictions 


Two reports received here recently illustrate some of the problems Congo~ 
lese churches face. ; 


Dr. Stephen J. England, a leader in the Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ) in the USA, found Christianity fractured"almost beyond belief" 
in Congo. He said there were people in upriver villages telling stories 
about "five different gods", the deity being divided in their minds along 
the lines of Western denominations. 


Praising the 140,000-member Church of Christ in Congo (Disciples) for its 
participation in the World Council of Churches and other ecumenical 
efforts, he said he felt the need for a much stronger ecumenical witness 
on the part of all Congolese Christians, 


Dr. England is professor at the Graduate Seminary of Phillips University, 
Enid, Okla., and immediate past president of the International Convention 
of Christian Churches, 


"My impression of the Congo church is that while it is immature in church 
administration, it is striving to find its own identity, and its leaders 
have a deep longing for the Christian Gospel and the best way of con- 
veying it to the people and using it in shaping of the new nation", said 
Dr. England. -. 


He suggested that priority be given to educating ministers and other . 
church leaders, developing urban programmes and lifting the level, of theo- 
logical understanding of the entire membership. 


Another view was reflected in the report given by the Rev. Louis Johnson, 
pastor of Friendship Baptist Church in Detroit, Michigan (USA), follow- 
ing his tour of the American Baptist missions. 


"The Church in the Congo is in a real crisis", Mr. Johnson stated. "There 
appears to be a breakdown in communications between the missionaries and 
the Congolese, They seem to be saying two different things," 


Complimenting Baptist hospitals and schools, Mr. Johnson stated that he 
found missionaries "competent", though they are "generally living in 
another age, Some .are sensitive while others exhibit little or no aware- 
ness of the revolutionary times in the Republic." 


Mr. Johnson also charged that the mission programme had failed to develop 
a strong indigenous Church. Noting that the Disciples of Christ and 

the British Baptists have permitted their congregations to become auto- 
nomous, "and those churches are on the way to developing churches which 
are indigenous", Mr. Johnson stated: "We did not see 'the strong, young 
dynamic church.with a sense of mission! which was described in Missions 
Magazine. 

"One. gets the feeling that we are just floating. There is no apparent 
concerted strategy in our three basic areas of operation" - educational, . 
evangelistic and medical. | 


"Lay people have very little voice in the church in the Congo", he 
reported. ' | 
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Taking issue with oharges levelled at the denomination's mission pro- 
gramme, Dr. Chester J. Jumpy executive secretary of the American Baptist 
Foreign Mission Societies, agreed that a "crisis" exists in the Congolese 
Church. 


"But it does not centre on the attitudes of missionaries or their rela- 
tionship with Congolese leaders. The crisis arises", he.said, "from 
economic, political and tribal factors. It is the crisis of a newly 
emerging African nation, in which the Christian Church is one of the 
brightest points of promise." 


Control of Baptist churches tests with the Congolese "under the direction 
of an autonomous Congolese Convention (called the American Baptist Con- 


vention of the Western Congo) of which.all the officers are Congolese''y 
according to Dr. Jump. 3 


- 


"Missionaries hold no office in the church struoture', he said. Nin 
fact, they can come only at the invitation of the Congolese Convention." 
EPS, Geneva 


WORKER PRIESTS PROPOSED 
FOR SCOTLAND. 


(Aberdeen) = Simultaneous with the announcement that membership in the 

Episcopal. Church in Scotland dropped by more than 3,000 during the year 
ending on Advent Sunday, 1966, has come a proposal that "worker-priests" 
should be appointed to serve in sparsely populated regionse a 


The Rt. Rev. E. F. Easson, Bishop of Aberdeen and Orkney, suggests that 
priests could earn their living in ordinary secular work and serve pas- 
torally in their leisure time. 


As an alternative, he proposed that a group of itinerant priests might 
serve people in scattered communities, or a leading layman might be made 
deacon and given authority to take services, administer the reserved 
sacrament and perform baptisms. 


According to Saan, a denominational publication, the number of people 

attached to congregations declined to 93,951 last year from a total of 
973175 at Advent 1965. Biggest decrease was reported in Glasgow and 

Galloway. “ / . EPS, Geneva 


BISHOPS FIRE EDITORIAL STAFF 
OF CATHOLIC ACTION JOURNAL. 


(Madrid) = Tension between Spanish Catholic: bishops and Catholic Action 
lay leaders increased with the dismissal of the entire editorial staff of 
El Signo, a publication of the major Gatholic Action Youth Organizations 


The ousters, reportedly made because of "political" activity, came on the 
heels of a week-long meeting of the Spanish hierarchy which disoussed 
guide-lines for the future activities of Catholic Action. 


It was reported that the dismissals stemmed from an editorial in El Signo 
discussing the possibility of collaboration between Spanish Catholics and 
Communists and the responsibility of Catholics in contributing to the 
"building up of democracy" in Spains , 


A brief statement issued by the bishops after their meeting indicated tha 
they will maintain substantial control over Catholic Action activities and 
will not tolerate potentially dangerous involvement in the political- 
social spheres iets ' EPS; Geneva 


No. 10 = 16th March, 1967 LO 


"NO OTHER GOSPEL" MOVEMENT CALLS 
FOR DECISION BY GERMAN CHURCH LEADERS 


(Bethel) — The current theological controversy within German Protestant- 
ism is not "a struggle between rigid traditionalism and scientific pro- 
gress." Rather it is "a struggle between two kinds of faith, two 
theologies". 


This was the contention of the "No Other Gospel" Movement in a memo= 
randum sent to the West German Conference of Bishops of the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Germany (VELKD), Although it had been 
drafted in January, the memorandum was only recently published. 


The statement was a response to an article entitled "Theology and the 
Parish" by Prof, Heinrich Meyer, Bishop of Lubeck, which appeared in the 
September issue of the Hamburg-based publication Lutherisohe Monatshefte. 
In his article Prof. Meyer asked: When will the "No Other Gospel" 
Movement be ready to "stop branding all historical research as heresy"? 
When will this movement be prepared to "abandon an unhistorical funda- 
mentalism"? 


The memorandum counters with a question of its own: "Should not a 
fundamentalism that believes in the person and the. redemptive act of the 
true God who was also true man have more right to exist in the Church than 
a theological trend that questions or denies both?" 


Complaining that many church boards, inaneffort to be impartial, praise 
and blame equally "those who confess the Christian faith and those who 
distort it", the "No Other Gospel" memorandum called on the guardians of 
the Church's doctrine "to make a clear, decisive pronouncement that leaves 
no doubt where the true Church of Jesus Christ stands". 


NG ah aie * 


Leaders of three small Free Evangelical Lutheran Churches have issued.a 
pastoral letter supporting the "No Other Gospel" Movements They see the 
movement as "a sign that the churches of Christ .are mindful of the admo- 
nitions of their Lord, and are on guard against any distortion of his 
Gospel", 


The letter attacks the "dangerous claims" of modern theology "to be the 
valid form in which the. Gospel should be preached today". 


In preaching the Christian Gospel the norm should not bé "what contem= 
porary people find conceivable", The sole norm should be "the full 
truth of God...»which can be preached, even today". EPS; Geneva 


QUAKER GROUP EARMARKS $1 MILLION | 
FOR RELIEF IN NORTH, SOUTH VIETNAM 


(Philadelphia) ~ The American Friends! Service Committee plans to devote 
more than $1 million this year, out of a total budget of $64 million, 
for the relief of victims of war in Vietnam. The committee already has 
& programme aiding refugees in South Vietnam and is ready to establish 
a-relief programme in the North, 


With the consent of the U.S. Government, the committee has made financial 
contributions to two organizations which are permitted to send medical 
supplies to North Vietnam and the National Liberation Fronte 


The American Friends! Service Committee celebrates its 50th anniversary 
this year. EPS, Geneva 
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NCC UNIT RAPS HOUSE HANDLING 
OF ADAM CLAYTON POWELL CASE 


(New York) = A statement criticising the U.S. House of Representatives 
for its handling of the Adam Clayton Powell case and urging that Congress 
establish promptly "an explicit code of ethical conduct for its members" 
was released here by a major division of the National Council of Churches. 


The document was one of the items the NCC's General Board was to have 
voted on during its regular meeting in February. Lack of a quorum on the 
final day of the meeting made the vote impossible, | 


But the statement had previously been approved by the Programme Board of 
NCC's Division of Christian Life and Mission and was released by that 
body. 


Tt called on Congress "to adopt and to enforce a code of high ethical 
standards for the conduct of its members to the end that the misuse of 
public trust shall be clearly outlawed, and that provision be made for 
continual, impartial review of members! practices covered by the code and 
for vigorous enforcement of its requirements". 


The NCC Division statement said the code of éthical conduct should cover 
"the raising and disposition of campaign funds, conflicts of interest, 
public accounting for committee expenditures, travel at public expense 
and personnel hiring policies", and that it "should be impartially en- 
forced". 


The Division's Programme Board, which approved the statement on February 18, 
is composed of 143 representatives of the NcC's 34 member churches. 


The statement maintained that the procedure followed in barring the Negro 
Congressman from his seat "is a procedure which has been applied only in 
cases of representatives of unpopular minority groups". These were 
identified as "Confederates (40th Congress, 1867), a Mormon (56th Congress, 
1899), a Socialist (66th Congress, 1919)". | PESE 


Other Congressmen "similarly charged with misconduct have been seated 
pending investigation of the charges against them", the statement saide 


% * % 5 


Two other groups of Christian churchmen had earlier made similar requests 
that Congress formulate a genuine code of ethics by which all members 
should be judged. 


The National Committee of Negro Churchmen, an informal group of 200 
leaders from 12 denominations, released a document titled "The Powell 
Case = A Crisis of Morals and Faith". 


"We do not argue that Powell did no wrong, nor do we conclude that he 
should not be punished if found guilty by impartial rules and appropriate 
agencies", said the committee, "We do argue that in the absence of a 
set of objective guidelines and given the peculiar circumstances of 
Powell's race and reputation, Congress was bound to respond arbitrarily 
and unjustly to his case." 


The Presbytery of New York (United Presbyterian Church) issued an eight- 
page study, "A Test for Christian Ethics", urging that Mr. Powell be re- 
instated to the House of Representatives.and as chairman of the Education 
and Labour Committee. EPS, Geneva 
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ATHENS ARCHBISHOP CRITICISES 
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH 


(Athens) - Archbishop Chrysostomos, Primate of the Greek Orthodox Church, 
has criticised Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras for having taken a pre- 
mature decision which tends "to place all Orthodox churches under the 
jurisdiction of the Pope", 


According to a report in°the daily paper Kathimerini, Archbishop 
Chrysostomos voiced his criticism at a meeting of the Holy Synod on 

March 7. A number of metropolitans who are members of the Synod are 

said to have associated themselves with the Archbishop in censuring the 
unilateral decisions of the Ecumenical Patriarch, especially his announsed 
intention to go to Rome and pray with the Pope in St. Peter's Basilicas 


The Holy Synod decided unanimously to ask all Metropolitans in Greece 
to express their opinion on the matter. 


According to a communiqué issued later by the Holy Synod, none of the 
members of the hierarchy has any intention of attacking the Ecumenical 
Patriarch personally, and many bishops and church members do not.share the 
views of Archbishop Chrysostomos,. EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA ISSUED IN ENGLISH 


(New York) « The Catholic University of America and the McGraw-Hill Book 
Company have published the first new Roman Catholic encyclopedia in 
English in 60 years, 


The new encyclopedia, which is composed of 15 volumes, has 17,000 articles 
on subjects ranging from the doctrine of atonement and St. Paul to comic 
books and international trade. It incorporates the decrees of the 
Ecumenical Council and pronouncements by Pope Paul VI and reflects in its 
editorial policies contemporary themes such as ecumenian, theological 
development and the role of the laity in the church, 


The 4,800 contributors include both liberal and conservative Roman 
Catholics, as well as Protestant, Jewish and other scholars. 


The late Dr. Leslie E. Cooke prepared “an: entry on the World Council of 
Churches, ° EPS, Geneva 


FILIPINO CHURCH APPLAUDS VIETNAM STATEMENT 
OF WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


(Manila) ~ The Philippine Independent Church has voted its full approval 
of the resolution on Vietnam voted by the WCC Executive Committee at its 
meeting in Windsor, England last month (see EPS No. ie 


Head Bishop Isabelo de los Reyes Jr., notified Dr. Kugene Carson Blake, 
WCC general secretary, that "laity and clergy fully support the positive 
action of the WCC towards the early cessation of hostilities in Vietnam, 
and pray for its success", EPS, Geneva 
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SOUTH AFRICAN TRIAL LIKELY 
TO END SOON 


(Johannesburg) - The question of identification and the libel itself were 
the two major points at issue in the suit being heard in Rand Supreme 
Court in which Prof, A. S. Geyser, professor of divinity at Witwatersrand 
University, and the Rev. Beyers Naude, director of the Christian Institute, 
have brought charges against Prof, A. D. Pont, professor of theology at 
the University of Pretoria. (See EPS .No. 9.) 


The charges arise out of a number of articles written by Prof. Pont in 
1964 and 1965 in Die Hervormer, official organ of the Nederduits Her- 
vormde Kerk, 


The question of identification was important because the articles did not 
' mention the plaintiffs by name. They did, however, speak often of 
"fellow theologians". 


Mr. G. A. Coetzee, outlining the case for Prof. Geyser and Mr. Naude, 
explained to Judge W. G. Trollip that in the daily press the two plaintiffs 
were often referred to as famous theologians. Mr. Coetzee said Prof, 

Pont had attacked "the fellow theologians" and "famous theologians" 
viciously in his articles. 


Mr. Coetzee said the origin of the term "fellow theologians" stemmed from an 
incident connected with Mr. Naude!s withdrawal from the Broederbond, an 
Afrikaans seoret society. The matter attracted attention, said the 

lawyer, because copies of confidential Broederbond documents in the posses- 
sion of Mr. Naude were published in a Sunday paper. 


In a statement to the press Mr. Naude explained that he had had a conflict 
of conscience about his membership in the organization and discussed the 
matter with "a friend and fellow theologian" to whom he lent the documents. 
This "fellow.theologian" showed them to a journalist who made photostatic 
copies and reproduced them in his paper. 


This caused much speculation as to the identity of the "fellow theo- 
logian" until Prof. Geyser stated to the press that it was he. 


Since then, said Mr. Coetzee, Prof. Geyser and Mr. Naude have been referred . 
to, sometimes seriously, sometimes mockingly, as "fellow theologians". 
In the public mind there was no doubt afterwards who the "fellow theolo- 
gians" were. 


Dr. GC, H. Labuschagne, a lecturer in Semitic languages at Pretoria Uni- 
versity, admitted under questioning by Mr. J. B. Swart, one of the defen- 
dant!s lawyers, that the term "fellow theologians" appeared so frequently 
in the Pont articles that it sometimes could have had a wider meaning. 

He added that it certainly would have included the plaintiffs, 


Mr, Coetzee submitted that Prof, Geyser and Mr. Naude had been identified 
in the articles as Communists and had been accused of aiding sabotage and 
violent revolution in South Africa. . 

In this connection the 1964 Mindolo Ecumenical Consultation, in Kitwe, 
Zambia, figured prominently in the hearings. 


Mr, Frederick J. van Wyk, administrative official of the Christian 
Institute, testified that at the consultation Prof. Geyser had urged 
adoption of a clear resolution against communism. He later agreed, due 
to pressure of time, to the insertion in the consultation'ts report of a 
1948 statement by the World Council of Churches, which said the Church 
stands in opposition to communism on a number of points, including "the 
materialistic and deterministic teachings" of communism that are "incom- 
patible with belief in God" and "the ruthless methods of communists in 
dealing with opponents". 
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Mr. van Wyk said the Mindolo conference had been organized by the South 
African Institute of Race Relations, the World Council of Churches and 
the Mindolo Ecumenical Centre, Theme of the conference was "The 
Christian and Racial Tension", 7 


Asked by C. P. Beyers, a defence attorney, whether the conference advo- 
cated the use of violence to change the existing order in South Africa, 
Mr. van Wyk said that if force had been discussed, this did not mean it 
had been accepted, No decision was taken about the use of force, he 
Said. . 


A press release stated that the consultation considered four forms of 
political action that could be taken: "The basic form of spiritual re- 
sistance, constructive political opposition, extra-constitutional acti- 
vity and violence," 


Mr. van Wyk said it was decided that individual Christians should look at 
the four and decide for themselves whether they were permissible. 


Questioned about a proposed oonference of "like-minded" persons in South 
Africa, Mr. van Wyk said legal advice was sought as to. whether the ques-~ 
tion of violenoe could be discussed in South Africa. This was done, he, 
Said, because there was a possibility the question would be considered. 


Mr. Beyers: "You would have welcomed a discussion of violence?" 


Mr. van Wyk: “"On violence as a principle. On how a Christian’ should 
view it," . 


Questionéd on Prof. Pont!s contention that the Christian Institute was a. 
"front organization" for communism, Mrs van Wyk said the Christian 
Institute tried to promote greater unity among Christians of all races 
and colours in South Africa, Race or colour should not prevent any 
person joining any church, but some of the Afrikaans churches did not 
accept this, 


Upon taking the stand Prof. Pont said he had used the term "fellow theo- 
logians" to indicate South African and foreign, Afrikaans and English- 
speaking theologians, who adhere to other factions than Biblical reformed 
theology. Fi 


When asked about the Christian Institute, Professor Pont said that it 

was unnecessary. He thought it noteworthy that the South African 
Institute of Race Relations had had a very clear part in the formation of 
the Institute, ' ' 


At the suggestion of Justice Trollip, counsel consulted on how to shorten 
the proceedings as they entered the third week. Counsel for Prof, Pont 
thereupon agreed not to refer to certain documents submitted in the 
R40,000 libel action, Thus it was anticipated that the hearings might 
soon be ending. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Dr. Masatoshi Matsushita, prominent Japanese Christian educator and a 
member of the WCC's Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, 
will be. a candidate for governor of Tokyo in elections to be held April 15. 
Dr. Matsushita, 66, president of Rikkyo (St. Paul's) University until his 
resignation in late February to accept the gubernatorial nomination, is 
supported by the Democratic Socialist Party and the Liberal-Democratic: 
(conservative) Party. 


* * * 
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CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN CHURCHES SEES 
NEED FOR STRUCTURAL CHANGES 


(Bucharest) - A small, independent secretariat for the Conference of 
European Churches (CEC) was proposed at the annual meeting of the Presi- 
dium and Advisory Committee held here March 5-10 at the invitation of 

the Patriarchate of the Rumanian Orthodox Church, (Heretofore Dr. Glen — 
Garfield Williams, staff member of the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aids 
Refugee and World Service, has served as conference executive on a part- 
time basis.) ! . 7% 


One function of this new secretariat would be to see how the council 
might challenge member churches to assume joint responsibility for 
fellowship and service in Europe. 


Delegates to the Bucharest meeting agreed that some changes in the struce 
ture and relationships of the churches would be required before they could 
cooperate fully in meeting the needs of Europe todays 


"These churches have been talking together for a long time, but few 
changes have come about as a result of their conversations", one parti- 
cipant noteds Time-worn discussions about a post-Constantinian age need 
to be transformed into discussions of contemporary situations and what 
the churches can do about them, another stated. 


A second major topic of discussion by the Presidium was plans for the 
CEC's "Nyborg V" Assembly, to be held September 29 to October 5 at 
Portschach am Worthersee, Austria, 
‘Addressing the assembly on the conference theme "To Serve and Reconcile", 
will be Dr. W. A. Visser *t Hooft, former general ‘seoretary of the WCC. 
Five sections will discuss: the ministry of reconciliation in the modern 
worlds; the order and shape of the church in the next decade} the 
Christian and modern technology; the Christian, the citizen and the 
State; state and states. 


To prepare assembly participants, a document on the theme has been drawn 
up by groups composed of Christians from all parts of Europe and repre- 
senting the full variety of confessions in the conference. 


The Presidium also accepted an invitation to discuss whether the Conference 
should assume responsibility for several inter=church aid activities in 
Europes: The invitation had been issued last month by a Preparatory 
Commission of the WCCts Division of Inter-Church Aid (EPS Noe 8). 


The Presidium and Advisory Committee is the major executive body for the 
Conference of European Churches between Assemblies, which are held approxi~ 
mately every three years. 


* * % 


At the invitation of the Presidium,and Advisory Committee, the Bishop of 
Chichester, the Rt. Rev. Roger P. Wilson, has agreed to become one of the 
Conference presidents, replacing Bishop Leslie S. Hunter. Bishop Ge De 
Lindquist of Sweden will replace Bishop Sven Danell on the Advisory 

Committee, ; EPS, Geneva 


"NON-THEOLOGICAL" FACTORS SAID TO MOTIVATE 
SOUTH INDIAN DISSENTERS 


(New York) ~ A representative of the Episcopal Joint Commission on Eou- 
menical Relations (USA) who made a fact-finding visit to the Church of 

South India reports that dissension in the diooese of Madhya Kerala is 

“wholly non=theological" in natures 


Canon John Ve Butlery rector of Trinity Church here, made the trip 
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because oritics of the Consultation on Church Union in the USA have 


cited the Indian situation as an example of what happens in church 
unions. 


"I would say that the Madhya Kerala dispute has nothing to do with 
creeds and worship, and that the major factors are economic, social, 
and political", Canon Butler stated, 


He estimated that the break-away group, in'a somewhat isolated diocese 

of the Indian church, is comprised of some 5 5000 laymen, They are 
mostly from. the group known as Backward Class Christians - converts from 
lower Hindu castes - whose position in both society and the Church has 
for years been subject to discrimination and scorn by the hebaon educated 
Syrian Christians. 


A commission of the Church of South India which examined the situation 
recommended that major steps be taken to integrate Backward Class 
‘Christians. It asked that they be represented in diocesan structures, 
an assistant bishop be elected to render pastoral carey central financing 
established for all 368 congregations in the diocese, and cemeteries and 
churches be open for their uses. EPS, Geneva 


SASP AUTHORISES BRAZILIAN ORPHANS STUDY 


(Jerusalem) = A survey of the underlying causes that are leading to in- 
creasing numbers of orphans and abandoned children in Brazil was autho- 
rised by SASP (the WCC Committee on Specialised Assistance to Social 
Projects) when it met here March 13-17. 


The survey, for which SASP made a grant of $3,000, will also examine the 
needs of retarded children and-seek possibilities for the churches to 
train specialist social workers who will safeguard children from ex= 
ploitation and see to the needs of maladjusted youngsters, 


This was only one of some 40 projects in five continents that SASP examined 
during the meeting. All were projects involving unusual difficulties, 
and so the advice of its experts had been sought. 


The total askings for these projects was about $5,000,000, SASP!s pur- 
pose in giving advice when its guidance is sought is to ensure that money 
subscribed :-on this scale is used in the best possible way. 


Projects reviewed by SASP during the Jerusalem meeting ranged from 
Afghanistan to Bregide from Portugal to Pakistan, and from the Congo to 
Indonesia. . 


Guests from many churches in the Near East ‘attended some of the SASP 
sessions and participated in the discussions to learn how the Committee 
functionse Members of SASP also visited a number of projects in Jordan, 
Egypt, and the Lebanon to widen their perspective on technical and social 
development aid being provided through church and mission projects. 


Some of the projects visited are being carried out by governments and the 
United Nations. Others are the outcome of private enterprise. The 
rest were church and mission ventures.s EPS, Geneva 
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KYODAN ACKNOWLEDGES GUILT 

IN SUPPORTING JAPANESE WAR EFFORT 

(Tokyo) = Exactly 23 years after it published a, letter approving “World 
War “II,” the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan). this Easter... 
Sunday issued a formal "confession on, the ESPRRE Sidinad “B of the United 
Church during the World. War", 


THe @eclaration acknowledges that the Church, as "the light of the worla" 

and “the ‘salt of the earth", should not have aligned itself with ‘the re 

Mi kiteristic purpose of the government. Rather, “on the basis. of our 
Yove for her, we should have more correctly criticised the policies", of 

‘the vovernment. ae 


The new confession is "not an attack, on anyone, nor is it cont INTC 
Sentment, “But ‘bearing the pain in our heart, we confess to our friends 
around “the world’ ‘and especially in Asia and to our fellow-countrymen. 
and from them we seek forgiveness." 


The. 4th, Bieri cma Assembly of the United Church, held last Ootobissele icles ~ 
cussed: aty length a motion that the Kyodan should) make ;such @ confession, 
However, the matter was referred to the Standing Committee, At its 
third session the motion was passed to publish the poems shawn and make 
it part of the Kyodan record. ; ORTUA FTeAe 


As the, General,Assembly, celebrated the, church's 25th anniversary ary) 
looked, towards, the: future, many felt it, essential, first to clear: ae 
record,on,.this,matters Py 


Because the nation again faces critical decisions and "seems unable “to 
decide. .the,course:we should follow", we, are concerned; lest she»movein an 
undesirable direction", states. Moderator Masahisa Suzukies:) 9'So) thatthe 
Kyodan,, may not, again DEE the same mistakes, and in, order that, it; may 
correctly accomplish,its,mission in Japan, and, the, world, we seek; Godits 
help and guidance." EPS, Geneva, 


GREEK ISLANDERS WELCOM® ‘SMALL’ LOANS it os, bag 
.GUARANTBED BY) CHURCH, WORLD, SERVICE 7 appanage 


(Kansas City) -'Small businessmen ‘and farmers on the Greek island of” 
Rhodes are taking full ‘advantage of a new guaranteed loan ‘brvgreniity 
launched mecently, by, Church World Service, (USA). , toot ote 


Under an’ arrangement worked out by the First National City Bank of. New 
York with the National Bank of Greece, CWS is able to underwrite approved 
loans: provided,the interest rate is not: more than seven anda half, per 

pet a (Intexest,.rates, on. the island have sometimes been ‘as: high as)-27 
BfPON, GeO tethotoma 4 the be wvmo.tit-onuss 


Loan Bppliications Have been approved by a local screening ‘committee: “on 
Rhodes’ fora ‘total of $29,999. 


' UGYeck ‘bankers have been amazed by the new attitude towards banks 7°" 
resulting from this programme", stated Wilson 0, Radway, special projects 
‘ivéctor of CWS. . "Many y persons’ who needed small loans to improve ‘their 
business or purchase materials now have the means to improve their eco- 
nomic situation which, in turn, will benefit the entire community." 


The new programme was announced at a week-long meeting of CWS field 
representatives held here to commemorate the 20th anniversary of CWS and 
CROP, its community appeals programme, EPS, Geneva 
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PROTESTANT MINISTER ALLOWED TO OFFICIATE 
AT WEDDING IN CATHOLIC CHURCH 


(Oakland, Calif) - The Vatican has granted permission for a United Church 
of Christ minister to officiate at the wedding of his son to a Catholic 
girl in St. Augustine's Roman Catholic Church heres 


Msgr. William W. Baum, executive director of the U.S. Catholic Bishops! 
Committee for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs in Washington, D.C., 
said he had never heard of this dispensation being given anywhere. 


The marriage is being performed at an evening ceremony on March $31 with 
the Rev. Alden A, Read officiating for his son, John, and Marie Immekeppel 
of St., Callistus parish in El Sobrante, Calif, Father John Ritzius, CSP 5 
director of the Newman Center at the University of California in Berkleyy 
will be present in the sanctuary. 


Last summer John wrote to Bishop Floyd L. Begin, asking permission for 
his father to officiate at his wedding. He told the bishop of the deep 
sadness in his family at his sisterts marriage to a Catholic when his 
father could not officiate. . 


Bishop Begin said he would refer the matter to the Sacred Congregation for 
the Doctrine of Faith at the Vatican, The official dispensation was 
granted in Rome August 22nd, 1966. EPS, Geneva 


PARTICIPATION IN REFORMATION CELEBRATIONS 
MAY BE DENIED WEST GERMAN CHURCHMEN 


(Berlin) ~ Representatives of the Evangelical Church in Germany, the 
United Evangelical Church and the United Lutheran Evangelical Church in 
Germany have no possibility of being granted permits to enter the German 
Democratic Republic to participate in celebrations marking the 450th 
anniversary of the Reformations ; 


This prediction was made by Bishop D. Janicke (Magdeburg), who together 
with Bishop D. Gottfried Noth (Dresden), heads the Preparatory Committee 
for the Reformation jubilee, He told the Synod of the Ecclesiastical 
Province of Saxony that the DDR Government had approved a "generous 
allocation" of entry visas for guests from abroad, but representatives 
of the above-mentioned churches probably would not be considered. 

EPS, Geneva 


ARCHBISHOP IAKOVOS LOOKS FOR ORTHODOX 
TO RECIPROCATE ON MIXED MARRIAGE 


(Milwaukee, Wisc,) — Archbishop Iakovos has stated that he expects the 
Bastern Orthodox Church to "reciprocate" within a month to the Roman 
Catholic easing of rules governing Catholic-Orthodox marriages. 


At a press conference here, the Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of North and South America said he expected Ecumenical Patriarch 
Athenagoras to issue a decree, after consultation with other Orthodox 
leaders, which would set forth rules to be followed by members of the 
Orthodox churches. . 


Pope Paul, in a decree issued Pepruary 22, recognised the sacramental 
validity of marriages contracted in an Orthodox ceremony between Latin- 
rite Catholics and members of the Orthodox Church (EPS No. 9). 

EPS, Geneva 
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EDITOR OF BRAZILIAN ECUMENICAL 
JOURNAL JAILED . 7 


(Rio de Janeiro) - Dozens of students were jailed here during the last 
part of February, and the editor of the ecumenical journal Paz e Terra 
was kept in solitary confinement for one week by the polices 


The editor, Waldo César, a Presbyterian layman, is regional secretary of 
the Latin American Commission on Church and Society. Paz e Terra is a’ 
new monthly magazine which seeks to encourage dialogue between different 
ideologies and religions. It is published by Editorial Civilizacao 
Brasileira, a major Brazilian publishing house« 


Also questioned by the police was the Rev. Jovelino Pereira Ramos, a 
Presbyterian minister and one of the leaders of the younger generation 
of Protestant churchmen, His home was searched and a number of books 
and study documents were confiscated. ? 

During the week in which he was confined Mr. César was interrogated 
several times on his participation in ecumenical meetings, his relation= 
ships with student groups, and contacts stemming from his editorship of 
Paz e Terrase Considerable psychological pressure was exerted on hims 
No official reason was given for his imprisonmente 


In the questioning Bishop Helder Camara, leader of the progressive wing 
of the Roman Catholic Church in Latin America, and other Dominican priests 
were cited many times as "dangerous leftist elements". 


Mr. Cesar's home was searched thoroughly and books and magazines removede 
Among the latter were Motive, Ramparts, Church and Society, and a copy 

of Reforme containing a report on China... Also seized were the preparatory 
documents for the World Conference on Church and Society (which Mr. César 
had attended) and a book about the conference by Bishop Brooke Mosley of 
the Episcopal Church in the USA. . EPS, Geneva 


TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF CAMEROON CHURCHES MARKED 


(Douala) = The Protestant Church of Cameroon and the Union of Baptist 
Churches of Cameroon celebrated the 10th anniversary of their independence 
on March 12, More than 12,000 people marched in the procession which 
preceded the service in Centenary Church, 


Despite many trials and difficulties, the number of church members has 
increased steadily since 1957. | 


President Elie Mongio of the Protestant Church and Paul Mbende, head of 
the Baptist churches, asked delegates from sister churches in France, 
Switzerland and the Netherlands. to convey thanks for the support these 
bodies have given, | 


The presidents exhorted Christians to enter the eleventh year of indep= 
endence with more "spirit of unconditional and unreserved involvement" 
and to march forward "with the firm desire to emerge victorious from each 
trial", . _ EPS, Geneva 


FAO SENDS FOOD TO VICTIMS 
OF MALI DROUGHT AND FLOODS 


(Rome ) ~ Dr. B, R. Sen, director general of the U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO), has arranged for food worth $924,000 to be sent to 
the Mali Republic, where about half a million persons are victims of a 
drought, causing the loss of cropse Disastrous floods, which followed, 
have damaged between 40% and 90% of the rice cropse CHD 


The food sent by FAO is to be distributed free to needy persons, whereas 
the better-off are invited to give something to help pay for internal 
transvort: for the food sent bv FAOg EPS, Geneva 
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RHODESIAN COUNCIL VOICES 
ANXIETY OVER PROPOSED RACIAL COMMUNITIES 


(Salisbury) - The Christian’ Council of Rhodesia has passed without 
dissent a resolution expressing displeasure with proposals for separate 
development of "our various racial communities" now being considered 
for inclusion in a new Constitution. 


The Council's statement reads as follows: 


"The Christian Council of Rhodesia is deeply disturbed by the knowledge 
that provisions for separate development of our various racial communities 
are being discussed and considered for inclusion in a new Constitution. 


"We believe that the legal and physical separation of our: people into 
racial groups would be an offence against the Christian idea of the 
brotherhood of all men under the fatherhood of God, We believe such 
separation would be against the economic and political interests of our 
lande We believe further that the active contemplation of such divisions 
would frustrate any co-operative efforts to bring about a just and peace- 
ful solution to the country's problemss 


"We therefore call upon the members of our churches and all other 
citizens. of good will to recognise the dangers that threaten the peaces 
welfare and progress of our country from the promotion of racial divisions 
amongst our people," EPS, Geneva 


POSSIBILITY OF REVISING CONCORDAT 
WITH SPAIN SEEN BY VATICAN SPOKESMAN 


(Vatican City) ~ There is a "possibility" that the Vatican may revise its 
concordat with Spain, Msgr, Fausto Vallaine said during a weekly press 
conference at the Vatican Press Office, 


He said the Vatican is "well disposed" toward a revision, "particularly 
concerning certain privileges conceded to the Spanish government as 
regards the nomination of bishops", 


The present concordat continues a traditional arrangement whereby the 
Spanish head of state has the right to participate with the Pope in the 
appointment and transfer of bishops. This arrangement has been criticised 
on several occasions by Catholic spokesmen, 


Msgr. Vallaine stressed that such a revision, if it takes place, could not 

be considered as a precedent for similar changes in the concordat with 

Italy because "the situation in the two countries is entirely different". 
EPS, Geneva 


MOZAMBIQUE CHURCH OFFICIAL ADDRESSES 
PORTUGUESE PRESBYTERIANS . 


(Lisbon) The urgent need for pastors, doctors, nurses and teachers in 
Mozambique was one of the concerns presented by the Rev, Zedequias 
Manganhela, president of the Synod of the Presbyterian Church in 
Mozambique, when he addressed the Executive Committee of the Synod of the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Portugal recently. 


Speaking on the life and problems of the Mozambique Church, Mr, 
Manganhela focused attention on the Christian responsibility for Africa. 
He also preached in a number of local churches during his visit to 
Portugale 


Although some Portuguese pastors have already gone to Mozambique, there 
is still an urgent need for additional trained personnel, such as teachers 
for primary and secondary schools and for technical courses, EPS, Geneva 
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REORGANIZATION OF JAPAN CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 
URGED BY MISSION CONSULTATION 


(Gotemba, Japan) = A reorganization of the Japan National Christian 
Council, which has non-ecolesiastical bodies, in order to make it a 
council of churches will be recommended to the 20th annual assembly of 
the JNCC., 


This was one of the decisions reached at the consultation on Joint 
Action’ for Mission held here March 6-9 under the auspices of the National 
Christian Council, ‘ 


“ 


In a statement accompanying the recommendation the group said such a 
reorganization "will not mean excluding the present member organizations}; 
it will mean that, within ‘the new structures, these organizations will be 
‘able to fulfil their functions more effectively with regard to the total 
work of the Church", 


Present at the consultation were representatives of member churches, 
ecumenical agencies, and overseas churches that cooperate with Japanese 
communionse Observers came from churches not affiliated with the JNCC, 
including the Roman Catholic Church, 


Areas of mission in which joint efforts would be desirable were listed as 
follows: industrial society, urban areas and new towns, mass communi, 
cations, academic world, theological education, joint surveys and studies, 
Bible translation revision, and ministry to minorities, 


"Tt is desired that overseas churches or denominations which intend to 
participate in any of the above areas of mission do it in such a way as 
to encourage Joint Action for Mission", the conference findings stated. 


It is hoped that a reorganization of the council would encourage non= 
member churches to join in its activities. EPS, Geneva 


DISCIPLES, CATHOLICS WILL DISCUSS 
CHRISTIAN UNITY 


(Indianapolis ; Indiana) = A major conference on Christian unity involving 
representatives of the Roman Catholic Church in the USA and the Disciples 
of Christ will be held probably in the fall. Participants will include 
clergy, theologians and laitys : 


The projected conference will "explore the nature of the ecumenical 
movement in relation to, the fullness of the unity which Christ desires", 
according to a statement issued following an informal meeting between 
delegations from the two churches held this month,. 


Details of the fall conference will be worked out by Msgre William W, 
Baum, director of the Catholic Bishops Committee for Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Affairs, and Dr. George G. Beazley, president of the 
Disciples Council on Christian Unity. . EPS, Geneva 


HAWAII COUNCIL SUPPORTS ETHICS LEGISLATION 


(Honolulu) - Legislation to "guide the conscientious official in the per- 
formance of his public trust" is strongly recommended by the Hawaii | 
Council of Churches, In its recent guidelines on matters before the 
State Legislature, the Council's Legislative Concerns Task Force included 
background information on a proposed bill to curb child abuse by requiring 
mandatory reporting of abuse cases, and on a revision of sex laws in 
Hawaiis . 

(more) 


Nos 11 = 30th March, 1967 | 9 


‘Disoussing ethics, codes, the Council points out that they are intended 

to protect legislators from unjust charges just as much as to prevent un= 
ethical conduct, Such bills, it said, should cover conflicts of*interest, 
listing of assets and sources of outside income, prohibitions against 

gifts or favours, reoeiving and reporting campaign contributions, nepotism, 
and dealings with former partners. : 


The Rev. Seido Ogawa is executive director of the Hawaii Council, 
EPS, Geneva 


EAST AND WEST GERMAN CHURCHES 
AFFIRM THEIR UNITY 


(Berlin) -='"The member churches of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) 
in East..and.West continue to maintain the unity of the EKD which is anchored 
in its constitution and to oppose every attempt to split it in two." 


This affirmation of the unity of the church in East and West Germany is 
the highlight of a report which the Council of the Evangelical Church in 
‘Germany is presenting to the EKD Synod at its meeting April l. 


In spite of this fundamental attitude it is once again impossible for 
‘synod members from East and West Germany to meet in the same place, At: 
the last minute the DDR section of the Synod, which had planned to meet in 
East Berlin, was forced to move to Furstenwalde (Spree) after the DDR 
Government declared it would be impossible to hold the section meeting in 
Berlin-Weissensee. In a letter to Hans Seigewasser, state secretary for 
church questions in the DDR, the EKD Council said it had agreed to change 
the meetingplace only with great reservation. 


‘Only a few days ago, three bishops from the DDR rejected demands from 
‘politicians to split the EKD. Speaking to the Synod. of the Schlesian 
‘Church, Bishop Hans-Joachim Frankel said, "We would contradict God's 
guidance towards the unity of all Christians if we permitted ourselves to 
be split from our sister churches in our own homeland", Bishop Niklot 
Beste (Schwerin) said political controversy makes it especially necessary 
for the church to maintain unity in its fellowship. Bishop D. Johannes 
Janicke also opposed such an action. 


A leading spokesman for the East German Democratic Party Union, Gerald 
Gotting, recently declared at a meeting of the party's Presidium that 
the EKD's insistance on the unity of the church had become a cold-war 
weapon directed against the DDR. 


A hardening of the East German Government's policy towards the churches 
is also indicated by the negative response given by the government, 
through the newspaper Neue Zeit, to a recent proposal by Bishop Kurt 
Scharf. In a letter to Bishop Johannes Janicke of the Evangelical 
Church in Sachsen, Bishop Scharf had stressed the EKD's readiness to 
resume contacts with the DDR Government and to conclude an official 
agreement on questions of mutual interest, He said he had in mind 
questions of religious freedom, the interpretation of relevant articles 
in the Constitution, as well as questions which "could be of interest to 
the state with reference to our behaviour. We deal with the state 
because it is the de facto governing authority!’, he said, EPS, Geneva 


CATALONIAN PASTORS HOLD LAW 
LNAPPLICABLE TO THEIR CHURCHES 


(Barcelona) - Protestant pastors of Catalonia, meeting here March 20; 
unanimously agreed that the requirements for obtaining legal recognition, 
asset forth in the proposed law on religious liberty, are inapplicable 
to their churches, 
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They felt the regulations overlook the essential nature of a church, 


The pastors! discussion followed an address by the Rev. Jose Cardona 
Gregoriy. executive secretary of the Commission for the Defense of 
Spanish Evangelicals, on the rights to be acoorded to non-Catholic 
churches as well as the limitations imposed by the new law. The legis- 
lation is now before the Cortes (Parliament). | 


The clergy agreed that Protestants would feel discriminated against if 
their churches were forced to register and provide the government with a 
list of members, as required by Article 17. 


Likewise they determined that if Protestant churches were faithful to 
their fundamental belief in the separation of Church and State, they 
could not agree to be subjected to legal rules of association, according 
to which their own ecclesiastical structures and their material goods 
would be liable to prior authorisation and close control by the Ministry 
of Justice. 


To ask for legal recognition under these conditions would signify for the 
Spanish Protestant churches the repudiation of their religious principles, 
the Catalonian pastors maintaineds EPS, Geneva 


SWEDISH ARCHBISHOP CAUTIONS PASTORS 
ON PRESENTATION OF PASSION STORY 


(Uppsala) — The Archbishop of Sweden, Gunnar Hultgren, issued a circular 
last month to the ministers of his diocese calling their attention to 
the way in which Jews are presented in the story of Jesus! passione 


Referring to accusations of anti-Semitism levelled against the Church, 
he said, "In the Swedish tradition of preaching and teaching this is: 
completely unaccepted,. Any feeling of revenge and hatred against 
Romans and Jews is repudiated, and it is emphasised that it is our own 
sin which has brought Jesus to the cross." 


He cited a number of hymns expressing this°view and stated, "These hymns 
together with the preaching should guarantee that no anti-Semitic ten- 
dencies will have any support from the Church, 


"The Gospel is against all racial and group disorimination", said the Arche 


bishop's letter, "Each person shall be judged on his own_merits ace 
cording to what he himself is and does," EPS, Geneva 
IN BRIEF 


A Roman Catholic priest has been elected president of the Southeast 
Ministers Association in Rochester, New York (USA). . Msgr. Charles V. 
Boyle, pastor of St, John the Evangelist Church, was named to the post 
by clergy of the 16 churches in the group founded by Protestant ministers 
more than 10 years ago. Priests of four Catholic churches began atten—- 
ding the association as guests in 1965, A year ago they became members, 


% * Pox 


Recent Gallup survey findings in Gréat Britain indicate that only seven 
per cent of persons who belong to the Church of England attend church in 
an average week, compared with 20 per cent of non-conformists, and 23 
per cent of Roman Catholicos, Gallup-affiliated organizations in other 
European nations have reported the following figures of church~going 


during a thirty-day period: Italy 74%} West Germ ; | 
Denmark 20%, 4% any 45%; Norway 21%; 


* * * 
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The Council of the Church of South Bast Asia (Anglican), with the con- 
ourrence of the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Anglican Executive 
Officer, has reappointed the Rev. James Pong of the Diocese of Hong Kong 
as Regional Officerfor South East Asia. Mr. Pong's original appoint- 
ment expires on April lst, and it has now been extended until the date 

of the Lambeth Conference, July 25-August 25, 1968. The region includes 
nine dioceses of the Anglican Communion, grouped in an informal regional 
council, 


* * * 


A Lutheran clergyman has been named to the theology faculty of St, John's 
University in Jamaica, New York, maintained by the Vincentian Fathers, 
Dr. Robert C, Schultz, 39, currently a fellow in religion:and psychiatry 
at the Menninger Foundation in Topeka, Kans., will teach an undergraduate 
course entitled "Contemporary Protestant Thinkers" and a graduate course, 
"Modern Protestant Theology". Dr. Schultz is a graduate of Concordia 
Seminary in St. Louis, a school of the Lutheran Church---Missouri Synode 
He also studied at the University of Erlangen in Germany and Harvard 
Divinity School. 


* * * 


Two of the leading church papers in Sweden, Var Kyrka (Lutheran) and 
Svensk Veckotidning (Free Church), plan to join. forces for six weeks on 
the ogaasion of the WCC Assembly at Uppsala in 1968, During that time 
they will be published jointly "as a sign of ecumenical cooperation". 


5 * * 


Pastor Sergio Rostagno, former deputy director of the Protestant and 
Ecumenical Centre of Agape in the Waldensian Valley in Italy, has been 
named pastor of the Italian-speaking congregations of Lausanne and 
Geneva, Switzerland, The pastor is also responsible for Italian 
Protestant Social Centres which look after Italian workers,, 


* * * 


A committee of the Protestant Church of Western Germany has allocated 
£20,000 to the campaign for eradicating the tse-tse fly in Tanzania. 
The gift was in response to an appeal launched by the "Anti-Hunger 
Committee" in Tanganyika, asking for a veterinary surgeon, a Landrover 
car, and funds for the campaign. Mr. N. J. Maro, general secretary of 
the Christian Council of Tanzania, presented the Landrover to Mr. D. N. M, 
Bryceson, Minister of Agriculture and chairman of the rae en ta ke Campaign, 
on behalf of "Bread for the World", 

% 7% * 
Twenty congregations in Holland will begin publishing a joint mission 
paper after January lst, 1968, Some time ago seven other papers merged 
to form the publication Kruispunt which has a circulation of 130,000 
copies. There were some 70 such papers in Holland at the beginning of 


1966. 


* * * 


The training Centre for Youth Leaders run by the Department of Christian 
Education of the Protestant Council in the Congo has completed its first 
ons-year, training course, Ten students from different provinces in the 
Congo received their diplomas this month. Two of them will probably go 
to Switzerland to study at the Ecole de Service Sociale in Geneva, using 
scholarships received from the WCC, The other students will undertake 
youth work in their own churchese 


* Nee RS EPS, Geneva 
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PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


Pictures appearing on the next two pages are meant to give readers of 
Ecumenical Press Service an indication of the many different types of 
photos available from the WCC Information Department. Anyone interested 
in portraying the work of the churches around the world, the breadth and 
scope of the ecumenical movement, or evidences of Christian cooperation 


is welcome to order these pictures. 


Glossy prints are available at the nominal charge of S.Fr. 5.- ($1.25, 
8s 6d) per picture. This covers the cost of printing and mailing. 


Opposite page: The religious festival which is particularly related to 
the aims of unity is Pentecost or Whitsunday. Each year the WCC's six 


presidents issue a special message to member churches, This message 
is contained on the back of an attractive bulletin cover (30) on which 
local churches can print their order of .Sunday services These covers 


may be ordered in quantity from the New York office of the WCC, 475 
Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y. 10027. The modern Pueblo Libre YMCA 
(31) in Lima, Peru was the scene last week of the South American 
Confederation of YMCAs. Christian educators from all over the world 
will converge on the University of East Africa (32) in Nairobi, Kenya, 
for the Fourth World Institute on Christian Education July 17-28. One 
of the serious problems affecting many parts of Africa is a shortage of 
food due to drought. Pictures 33 and 34 show young Ethiopians receiving 
minimal sustenances 


Back page: For the current issue only, the quarterly journal Risk trans~= 
forms itself into a paperback book entitled "The Development Apocalypse" 
(35) in order to examine the crucial issue of international economic — 
justice. Pictures 36-43 are part of a 48-page photographic essay illus- 
trating the dimensions of the apocalypse. Risk is a publication of the 
Youth Departments of the WCC and the World Council of Christian Fdncation. 
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- WCC LEADER COMMENDS " alah. Mite Raat ae th 
ENCYCLICAL ON DEVELOPMENT 5 oe 1 ae om oo ; 
(Geneva) - Retuyning from an Easter-week visit in the U,SsSeRe, Drs se 
Eugene Carson Blake, general seoretary of the World Council of Churches, ~ 
commended Pope Paults encyolical On the Development of Peoples as "a ohart © 
and charter of the road forward" as the Roman Catholic Church begins to 
implement the Constitution on the Church in the Modern Worlds 


The World Council of Ghurches welcomes the invitation to collaborate in 
surveying the route and smoothing the way so that all men of good will 
can "march together in hope", said the WCC leader. 


Noting the numerous dangers°that stand in the way of "this pilgrimage to. 
a world community of peace", making the vision appear.almost utopian, 

Dr. Blake stated: "Yet the blackness of the alternatives before mankind 
should encourage.all men to hasten toward the bright goal that an evere 
creative God has put before our generation." 


The text of Dr. Blake's statement follows: 


"The new encyclical of Pope Paul VI *On the Development of Peoples' is a 
welcome chart and charter of the road forward as the Roman Catholic Church 
enters upon its task of fulfilling the promise of the Pastoral Constitution 
on the Church in the Modern World of Vatican Council ITI. It is a straigh@® 
road that is envisaged from the economic, social and political anarchy of @ 
the past and much of the present to the goal of a world of men in brother- 
hood and friendship, working together to produce a kind of development - 
social, economic and technological - that will be truly human, adding to 
rather than diminishing the meaning, wonder, faith and joys of human life.” 


"The encyclical charts many of the dangers that men must face together with 
courage and sacrifice as they begin this pilgrimage to a world oommunity of 
peace. Greed and materialism, hatred and bitterness, prejudice and clan= 
nishness, foolish pride and plain stupidity are all threats great enough 
to make the realism of the vision appear almost utopian, Yet the black= ™ 
ness of the alternatives before mankind should encourage all men to hasten’ 
toward the bright goal that an ever-creative, God has put before our gener= 
ations 


"All Christian Churches and, I am sure, the World Council of Churches, 
long active in the work of development for peace, will welcome the invit= 
ation of the encyclical to collaborate = on the basis of their loyalty to © 
Christ and His Gospel to serve the world —- in surveying the route, in | q 
laying the foundations, and in smoothing the way. Out of suoh Christian © 
collaboration all men of good will from diverse faiths and cultures can 
be encouraged to bring their gifts, insights and visions and march together 
in hope, as they always have in the great forward movements of civilizatior 
and human culture," EPS, Geneva 


LUTHERAN-REFORMED TALKS 
PROPOSE "WAYS TO UNITY" 


(Bad Schauenburg, Switzerland) «- A five-year series of discussions between 
Reformed and Lutheran theologians from 11 European countries ended here 
with a call to churches of the two confessions to move forward "on the 
road toward one another", — : 


The five-day meeting here was the fifth and last in a series which began | 
in 1963. The talks were sponsored by the Department on Faith and Order 
of the World Council of Churches in cooperation with the Departments of 
Theology of the Lutheran World Federation and the World Alliance of 5 
Reformed Churches, “a 
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The report adopted here offers specific suggestions for progress toward 
unity in three areas: 


ls Further theological discussion is proposed "at various levels" in 
order to clarify traditional dactrinal differences and determine whether 
they still have "a church-dividing character". 


On the basis of its own experience, the working group) suggests that it 
may be possible today for Lutheran and Reformed theologians to agree on 
new joint statements which show that "the reoiprocal confessional ana- 
themas of the past have lost the significance they once had and that 
interchurch fellowship is possible". Such statements need not have the 
formal character of a new confession, the report adds, for they would show 
that the confessions of the past can be understood as having their place 
and significance within a common communions | | 


The group suggests that LWF and WARC might set up joint theological oomMs= 
missions for particular ecumenical questions, "eege for dialogue with the 
Anglican, Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches". | 


2. Since liturgical differences are a ohief barrier to unity, commissions 
charged by the churches to study and draft forms of worship should consult 
with one anothers 


3, In all areas of church avtivity, Europe's Lutheran and Refoumed 
ohurches are urged to follow the principle formulated by the third World 
Conference on Faith and Order in und (1952) and "do everything together 
except what conscience demands be done separately". 


In this connection it is suggested that LWF and WARC, with the wc Faith 
and Order Commissiony name a representative group to stimulate cooperative 
effortss 


In making public the working group's report, Dr. Lukas Visdher, director 
of the Department on Faith and Order, stressed that the recommendations 
it contains are advisory in nature and will be sent to the Reformed and 
Lutheran churches in Europe for consideration and ‘comments 


In hope of facilitating later discussion, plans have been made for trans= 
lation and publication of the documents in a number of languages, including 


English, Germany Frenchy Spanish, Hungariany Italian, Datch, Swedish and 
Czechs 


Accompanying the report are agreed theses on the Word of God, "The Law" and 
"The Confession of the Church", areas whigh have long been at the centre of 
controversy between the two confessional familiese EPS, Geneva 


THAT YOUTH REPRESENTATIVES 
VISIT LAOS . 


(Bangkok) ~ A service project for youth of Thailand and Laos came a step 
closer to realisation when a survey team from Thailand visited the King- 
dom of Laos recentlye 


Members of the team included the director of the Audio-Visual Department 
of the Church of Christ in Thailand (ccT), the pastor of a church mini- 
stering to Thai students, and the vice-chairman of the Thai Student 
Christian Movements 


The Laotian Evangelical Church had asked the East Asia» Christian Con= 
ference to establish Christian service projeots, and the Thai Christians 
responded with enthusiasms . It is anticipated that 40. Thai young people 
would be willing to cooperate.in a joint project with their Laotian coun= 
terpartss — EPS,. Geneva 
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NO EASTER SERVICES HELD IN CHINA, 
SOUTH CHINA "POST" REPORTS 


(Hong Kong) + Easter in Mainland China was a "bleak affair't; according 

to a report in the South China Morning Post. . An official_unlocked the 
gates of the Catholic Cathedral in Peking only to tell oorrespondents that 
the cathedral was closed and there, would be no servicess 


Observers believe it was the first Easter in this century that church 
services were not held, and "it would be unwise to believe that this atti- 
tude will change", the Morning Post states, 


As part of the cultural revolution a vigorous opposition has been waged 
against the. so-called "four olds" (old culture, old customs or habits, 

old practices and old thinking)... ."It seems certain that Christianityy. 
together with other religions, is part of the old ways that the Maoists 
now want to see eliminated", the Morning Post ‘sayse 


According to a report from the Hong Kong Council of Churches, it seem 
fairly certain that all churches in Mainland China ‘have been closed, 
Some ministers were imprisoned during the early stages of the cultural 
revolutions One report said it was for a period of "eduoation" that 
lasted for two monthse. Some seem to be still in prisons Those revs 
leased have been forced to work at other jobs. EPS, Geneva. 


SOME GREEK ROMAN CATHOLICS 
POSTPONE EASTER CELEBRATION 


(Athens) « Some 3,000 Roman Catholic Greeks in Corfu and other Ionian | 
Islands, under a special papal dispensation, will join the Greek Orthodox 
Church for its Easter celebrations on April 30. 


The dispensation was granted to all Roman Catholics of the east, as a ° 
gesture of good will from the Popes 


The decision to enforce it, however, was left to the disoretion of local 
Roman Catholic prelates. So far as is known, the change was observed in 
the Ionian Islands, Egypt and Syrias re 


The Papal gesture was reoeived in Greece with mixed feelingss The Greek 
press hailed it as an act of good will and as "a step towards eradicating 
the religious chauvinism of the past", 


But Ekklesia, the official organ of the Church of Greecey said: "The 
decision evokes natural suspicion that fundamentally this is a. propaganda 
move and an attémpt to proselytise the Orthodox population of Corfu." | 

| | EPS, Geneva 


STATE WILL COMPENSATE ORISSA CHURCHES 
FOR. DAMAGE DONE BY MOB 


(Bhubaneswar, India) = The State of Orissa has decided to pay compensation 
of more than Rs. 1,07 lakhs ($14,285) for the reconstruction of four 
churches damaged by a violent mob at. Berhampur last November (EPS Nose 31)e 


Of the. total amount Rss 29,000 has been earmarked for the Baptist church, 
Rs» 30,000 for the St. Stephens Church (Church of India), Rs. 28,000 for 
the Roman Catholic Church and the balance for the Telegu Baptist Churohs ~ 


These appropriations were included in the State's second supplementary 
budget which went to the State Assembjy on March 23.6 EPS, Geneva 
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DISPUTE DEVELOPS ON ANGLICAN 
INSTRUCTION ON COMMUNION 


(Wellington) ~ A group of Anglican clergymen and laymen in New Zealand 
plan to submit an objection to legislation defining when non<Anglicans may 
be permitted to receive Holy Communiony. the Anglican fortnightly Church 


and People reportss 


This could delay the application of the new legislation, due to go into 
effect next month, 


Given final approval by the national synod last year, the new law was 
intended as a liberalising measure, However, it has had the effect of 
defining what was previously interpreted in different wayse 


At issue is the instruction following the Order of Confirmation, which 
states: "And there shall be none admitted: to the Holy Communion until 
such time.as he be confirmed, or be ready and desirous to be confirmed." 


Some churchmen argue. that this is a domestic discipline applying only to 
Anglicans, and that other Christians may come as guests to Holy Communion. 
Others see it as being strictly exclusives EPS, Geneva 


EVANGELISM CAMPAIGN IN CAMEROON 
ENTERS. SECOND PHASE 


(Dschang, ‘East Cameroon) ~- A four-month evangelism campaign conducted 
last year throughout the Region of Menoua proved so successful that the 
Evangelical Church of Cameroon has initiated a second effort this year 

in five localities not touched previously, Launched on February 21, the 
new effort will end on 21st May. 


According to Pastor Gerard Bachy a missionary of Menoua, last year's cam- 
paign recorded 33,0351 professions of faiths The name of each person was 

passed on to the evangelist or pastor in his village so that a follow-up 

contact could be made, 


The number of converts is especially impressive in light of the fact that 
the regional synod had only about 4,000 Christian communicants at that 
time. 


Last year a dozen centres participated in the drive, which was directed 
by the Evangelism Commission of the regional synod. All pastors and 
evangelists agreed to pay systematic visits to all the villages, towns’ 
and camps in the Menoua district sometime during the four-month period, 
They were joined by workers from two regions in Bamileké, including two 
Dutch missionaries, 


Sinoe the villages to be visited this year are smaller and more inaocces= 
sible, a smaller team will be sent composed of some evangelists and all 
the African pastors, EPS, Geneva 


COOPERATION BY SEVERAL BURMESE CONFESSIONS 
REPORTED.BY BRITISH VISITOR 


(London) = The’way in which Anglicans, Roman Catholios and Baptists in 
Burma are cooperating in trying to work out their future role in society 
was one of the impressions which Canon David Paton gained in a recent 
one-day visit in Rangoon. 


"Obviously a church union scheme between these groups is something which. 
is not on the horizon anywhere in the world at the moment", he stated. 
"But I began to feel that one might start more easily in Burma than anv- 
where else if the spirit in Rangoon was anything to go bye" 


(more) 
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Canon Paton, general secretary of the Church Assembly's Missionary and 
Ecumenical Council, conferred with leaders of several Burmese denominax 
tions. 


He also reported a "oonstruotive dialogue" had been started between 
Christians and Buddhists in Burma. He said the churches had come to 
see the need for a similar approach to "the newer scientific humanism 
and Marxism which is very influential in Government circles, 


"At the same time they dont + feel that dialogue means they need to. give 
up evangelism. On the contrary, they are utterly convinced that without 
a good supply of people transformed by an encounter with the living Christ, 


there is no hope of Burma finding a Burmese way to Socialism", he said. 


Bishop Ah Mya and other leaders told the British visitor that "the Church 
has to make clear, by positive cooperation and by refraining from asking 
things for itself, that it is concerned for the welfare of the people of 
the country as a whole and not primarily with the special interests of 
its own people", 


A Baptist leadér said that the nationalisation of the church institutions 
such as schools had been "a liberation" rather than "a disaster", It 
"forced us to consider afresh what should be the work and witness of the 
laity as a whole", said the Baptist. 


According to Canon Paton, "there is no (government) interference with the | 
preaching of the Gospel, I was told of evangelistic work continuing and 
adult converts being: won, .The theological colleges, so I was informed, ° 
are continuing to function without interference," EPS, Geneva 


COMMON BAPTISMAL RITE SUGGESTED 
BY LUTHERAN CHURCH LEADER 


(New York) = Christian communions are urged to cooperate in developing a 
common baptismal rite. The plea was made by Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz of 
Minneapolis, president of the American Lutheran Church and of the Lutheran 
World Federation, 


Writing in the spring issue of Una Sancta, an independent theological 
quarterly edited by Lutherans, Dr. Schiotz said: 


"If baptism is commonly regarded as the door of’ entrance into the Church, 
the sacrament by which we are born again and become members of the body 

of Christ, what should stand in the way of finding a common rite of admini-« 
stration?" | 


Acknowledging that the symbolism a church uses "becomes deeply anchored in 
the realm of feeling" and "it is therefore a diffioult task to make changes", 
Dre Schiotz further asked: . ~ 


"But would it be amiss for Roman and Protestant theologians to make a bee 
ginning in comparative studies looking toward the possibility of an. eventual 


common liturgy in the celebration of a sacrament wherein we find the same 
meaning?" 


The Luthéran churchman emphasised his belief that "baptism administered in 
the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit is valid, irrespective 
of what church may administer the sacrament", © 


He pointed out that a discussion of baptism*by Lutheran and Roman Catholic 

theologians early last year in Chicago resulted.in a joint statement which 

declared: "We were reasonably certain that the teachings of our respective 
traditions regarding baptism are in substantial agreement, and this opinion 
has been confirmed at, this meeting," : EPS; Geneva 
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QUAKER ACTION GROUP'S SHIP 
REACHES HAIPHONG WITH SUPPLIES 


(Philadelphia) = A Quaker group's effort. to carry medicine and medical 
supplies to the North Vietnamese has been successfully carried oute 


The 50-foot ketch Phoenix arrived in Haiphong on March 29, carrying 
$10,000 worth of medical materials contributed by Japanese physicians in 
Hiroshima. . 


The Phoenix crew was headed by Dr. Earle Reynoldsy American owner and 
captain who lives in Yokahama. EPS, Geneva 


ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 
URGES .HALT IN U.S. BOMBING 


(London) = The Archbishop of Canterbury on March 30 urged the United States 
to "take the initiative by stopping the bombing" in North Vietnamese 


"Youtd like to see the Americans stop bombing forthwith?" he was asked by 
a British Broadcasting Corporation interviewer. Z | 


"Yes, I would", the archbishop replied. 


When it was pointed out to him that the North Vietnamese might take advan- 
tage of such a situation to pour in more men and supplies and destroy 
hundreds of thousands of American soldiers, the archbishop said: 


"From accounts that we have from the North, the flow goes on to’ the South 
irrespective of the bombing. Risk an initiative, It really would be a 
good thing to make, and the Americans can make A tati EPS, Geneva 


LONG-RANGE PLAN FOR VIETNAM 
RELIEF MAPPED BY U.S. CHURCHES © 


(New York) -~°A vastly increased programme of aid to Vietnam is being planned, 
according to Dr. Arthur S, Flemming, president of the National Council of 
Churches.s 


In view of continuing hostilities and the aggravated needs of hundreds of 
thousands of civilian refugees, Church World Service will urge member de- 
nominations to increase their contribution for 1968 by approximately 50 
per cent. The current programme is budgeted at $300,000. 


In terms of personnel, Dr. Flemming said that the present strength of 64 
will be increased to 82 doctors, nurses, social welfare workers and agri- 
culturists in the next six months, 


CWS specialists are now blue=printing a plan of relief and rehabilitation 

for the post-war period "whenever that time may come", Dr. Flemming saids 

Scores of trained technicians, social and welfare workers may be needed to 
implement the plan. EPS, Geneva 


AFRICAN BIBLE SOCIETIES FORM 
REGIONAL CONFERENCE. . 


(Winneba, Ghana) « Bighty-five archbishops, bishops and other African church 
leaders from 25 countries representing Protestant, Roman Catholic, Indepen~ 
dent and Orthodox churches, met here early in March at the first African 
Regional Conference of the United Bible Societiese Together with staff 
members of the 25 centres of Bible Society work in Africa they discussed 

the problems of translation, production and distribution of the Scriptures. 
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The conference was marked by a sense of urgency and a spirit of cooperation. 
The chairman, Sir Francis Ibiam from Nigeria, stated: "There is a tremen= 
dous hunger in Africa, and.we have to feed ourselves. and.our brothers with 
the Word of God." 


The United Bible Societies" general secretary, Drs 0. Béguiny said: "This 
conference marks: a milestone in the Bible cause in Africa." , 


The new African Regional Conferenoe is both the latest stage in the african-= 
ization of Bible Society work and the permanent form in which Bible Societies 
and churches will cooperates It was recommended that sub-conferences be 
formed for West Africa, East Africa and North Africa with the Near East, 

and that a Continuation Committee should be appointed to act on behalf of 

the Regional Conferences | ' 


Taking note of recent overtures by the highest Roman Catholic authorities 
for united work among all Christians in translation and distribution of 
Scriptures, the conference states: "We strongly urge that all necessary 
steps be taken by all concerned to ensure the further progress of such co- 
operation undertaken in full honesty and mutual trust," 


The conference heard "with deep interest and gratitude" about the use of 
the Bible by African Independent Churches. Tt recommends that "immediate 
imaginative action be undertaken by all Bible Society secretaries and com- 
mittees to ensure the widest possible distribution of the Scriptures among. 
these churches and to secure their support for activities of the Bible 
Societies in Africa and Madagascar", 


Among the participants were the two general secretaries of the All Africa 
Conference of Churches, Samuel H. Amissah and the Rev. James Lawson, the 
former also in his capacity as African Vice-President of the United Bible 
Societies. The Rev. David Olatayo of the Organization of Evangelicals in 
Africa and the Rev. Walter M. Abbott, S.J. representing the Vatican Secretar 
riat for the Promotion of Christian Unity, also attendeds EPS, Geneva 


METHODISTS GIVE TO 
EMERGENCY PROGRAMME IN AFRICA 


(New York) - A cheque for $465;000 to the $10,000,000 five-year Ecumenical 
Programme for Emergency Action in Africa (EPEAA) has been forwarded to 3 
Africa through the World Council of Churches by the Methodist Board of 
Missionse 


The gift represents the Board's first remittance of a promised total of 
$250,000 to be paid equally by the World Division and the Woman's Division 
of Christian Service over a five-year period, The Methodist Committee for 
Overseas Relief has also pledged $250,000 for the Emergency Programme, of 
which $100,000 has already been paid. . 


The money just sent includes $10,000 for the Free Univevsity of the Congo 
and $6,000 for a family life programme of the All Africa Conference of 
pane or The balance of $30,000 is for administration and undesignated 
projects. 


More than $3,000,000 has now been given or promised to the EPBAA by churches 
and their agenoies in many countriess The programme is administered by a 
special agency of the AACC. EPS, Geneva 
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DR. BLAKE RETURNS FROM U,S.5.Ra'y 
REPORTS ORTHODOX CONCERN FOR PEACE 


(Geneva) = Leaders of the Russian Orthodox Church are deeply concerned 
about the continuing Vietnam problem and the role of the churches in pro- 
moting peace, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the WCC, 
reported on his return from a one-week visit in the U.5S.5S.R. 


Patriarch Alexei of Moscow and All Russia mentioned this concern in a 
speech he gave at an official reception honouring Dr. Blakey. The re- 
ception was held at Holy Trinity Monastery in Zagorsk on March 29, 


Dr. Blake was also received by His Holiness Vazken I, supreme patriarch 
and Catholicos of all the Armenians, at Etchmiadzin in Armenia, and by 
the president and officers of the Baptist Church in Moscow. 


In his formal address Patriarch Alexei stated: "The activity of Christians 
and Christian churches must aim at the fulfillment of the idea of brother~ 
hood and peace among all peoples. We must show that humanity requires 

the realization of stable peace and justice in international life," 


Many Christian churches are deeply conscious of this and work for peace 
through such organizations as the World Council of Churches and the 
Christian Peace Conference, the Orthodox leader notede 


Although the World Council has made "several valuable and useful efforts 
to gain peace", he said, "it still has not exhausted the many possibilities 
such a world-wide and influential interchurch organization has", 


He felt the Council had not been sufficiently "persistent" in promoting 
a peaceful solution of the Vietnam problem on the basis of the Geneva 
Agreements. 


twe take this opportunity not only to express a high estimate of WCC 
activities for the benefit of Christian unity and peace, but also to wish 
you even greater accomplishments in fulfilling the Gospel's covenant of 
love and reconciliation", the Patriarch saids 


Patriarch Alexei conferred upon Dr. Blake the order of St. Vladimir First 
Classe 


In response Dr. Blake stated: "The World Council is committed to work for 
justice and peace both now in Vietnam and for the long range in laying 
foundations of human and economic development as the only firm basis for 
peace." He said that the WCC is asking all of its member churches to 
press their own governments to make every effort to stop the war in Vietnam 
and hoped that the churches of the U.S.S.R. and the U.S.A. both would be 
effective in their peace efforts. 


He thanked the Patriarch for his welcome .and the honour bestowed, and ex 
pressed his joy at the continued health and strength of His Holiness, 


While in Russia Dr. Blake visited the seminaries at Zagorsk and Etchmiadsin 
and talked with students and faculties, At the seminary in Leningrad he 
received a diploma making him ‘an honorary member of the seminary corporation.s 


He was also able to take up particular points of World Council, policy and 
business with Metropolitan Nikodim and Catholicos Vazken I, EPS, Geneva 
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TEAM MINISTRIES INCREASING 
IN BRITAIN, BAPTIST SUPERINTENDENTS SAY 


(London) = A growing number of group ministries is reported by Baptist 
churches in Great Britain and Ireland. — 


"In every area, with the exception of the Southern, there are a number of 
group ministries", a report for 1966 issued by the ten general superinten- 
dents of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland. notes. "With 

a greater interest. on the part of the younger ministers, these are likely 
to grow in number", it was predicted. OF 


More thought needs to be given to this form of ministry if such groups are 
to be "vehicles of mission work and not merely ways of maintaining churches, 
The most pressing need is for experienced ministers prepared to face the 
challenge of leadership." ; 


Some 290 lay pastors were reported. Attention should be given to their 
training, it was held, as well as to their relation to the ministry and to 
the team ministry in particular, 


"As with all denominations there is a crisis of ministry — a frustration 

and confusion", said the superintendents, "Many revolt against the old 

patterns, but.few have discovered satisfying.new patterns. The frustration 

is not merely in the outward pressures of the times, but in the lack of 

willingness within many churches to think through the problems of ministry," 
EPS, Geneva 


EAST AFRICAN PRESBYTERIANS RENEW PLEA 
FOR. EARLY CHURCH UNION. 


(Nairobi) ~ The Presbyterian Church in East Africa has voiced its desire 
for "one. church renewed for mission in East Africa'tand voted to work for 
the inauguration of union not later than Easter 1972. 


The General Assembly, meeting here March 14-16, indicated that even if all 
five churches which have been discussing union cannot agree to a plan by 
that date, those communions that can subscribe should proceed, | 


"We believe that we should offer obedience to God: ina commitment as de-=- 
Cisive as this", the General Assembly said, 


The five churches that have discussed union for several years are the 
Anglicans, Presbyterians, Methodists, Lutherans and Moravians. Two plans 
have proved unacceptable for various reasons. 


Recently the Lutherans proposed starting a new effort toward organic union, 
and now the Presbyterians have concurred, / 


The General Assembly noted with interest that a united liturgy has been 
published in English and a Swahili version will soon be available, It 
commended to church sessions the use of this liturgy. 


Presbyterian representatives on the Liturgy and Doctrine Committee were 
instructed to negotiate with a view to establishing a threefold ministry 
of bishops, presbyters and deacons, subject to there being no question of 
reordination, and to a satisfactory definition of the status and function 
of bishops and deacons, 


As each chapter in the new draft basis of union is ready, it should be 
circulated widely to the participating churches for their discussion and 
comment at all.levels, it was agreed, EPS, Geneva 
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LWF COMMITTEE TO DEEPEN PROBE 
OF CHRISTIAN-JEWISH RELATIONS 


(Geneva) = A need for further study of theological aspects of Christian 
relations to Jews was underscored here by the Lutheran World Federation 
Committee on the Church and the Jews, A special consultation on the 
subject was scheduled for August .1968. 


The consultation will examine theological papers prepared in the interim _ 
by members of the committee, which was formed to continue work of the LWH*'s 
HORDES AED on the Church and the Jewish People" at Légumkloster, Denmark, 
in 1964. 


A Légumkloster study group charged with producing a theological defini~ 
tion and appraisal of the relationship of the Church and the Jewish people 
failed to complete its report, both because of a shortage of time and 
differences of opinion regarding the proper approach to a theological ev- 
aluation of the Scriptural witness and the present situatione 


The LWF committee meeting here heard reports on the status of Lutheran- 
Jewish relations in various parts of the world with special attention to 
Israel. : 


Among specific actions, the committee reiterated a previous recommendation 
that the LWF name a "resident representative" in Israel. His work would not 
comprise a new missionary enterprise, but would provide a spiritual ministry 
and worship services for the resident Christian community and the large 
number of lutheran visitors to the country. He also would maintain con= 
tact with five Lutheran agencies and other Christian groupse 


A more visible and unified Lutheran "presence" in Israel was urged by 
four committee members who recently completed.a study tour of the countrye 


"The Protestant Christian presence is extremely diffuse and the Lutheran 
Christian presence is virtually non-existent", said Dr. George W. Forrells 
director of the School of Religion at the State University of Iowa (USA). 
"There ought to be some church ~ as church « to serve Lutherans and also to 
enable the Israeli community to learn what the Lutheran Church is." 


Others on the study tour were Oberkirchenrat Horst Becker of the Central 
Office of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany at Hannover; 
Dr. Aarne Siirala of Finland, a professor at Waterloo Lutheran. Seminary 
in Ontario, Canada; and Dr. Harold Ditmanson of St. Olaf College, North= 
field, Minn, USA. . 

The group conferred with officials of ministries of religion and foreign 
affairs, visited various Christian communities and institutions,,met with 
scholars at Hebrew University and attended a dialogue between Christian — 
and Jewish scholars sponsored by the Rainbow Club, an interreligious dise 
cussion groupe 


Group members reported they came away from Israel deeply impressed by the 
country's energetic nation-building effort.. Dr. Siirala noted that a 

desire is evident in some quarters in Israel to guard against creation of 
a "spiritual ghetto of Judaism" while still retaining curbs on Christian 
evangelism among Jews. EPS, Geneva 
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LESS SCHOOLING HELD NO ANSWER 
TO GREECE'S PRIEST SHORTAGE 


(athens) ~ Greek Orthodox theological schools have condemned the plea of 
some bishops to reduce educational requirements for the priesthood in an 
effort to fill long vacant parish posts. 


Theological schools attached to the Universities of Athens and Thesaloniki, 
in a statement issued here, said such a programme would cause "great damage 
and backwardness and shame to our Orthodox Church and the nation", 


Several metropolitans had proposed that the educational qualifications for 
ordinands be reduced,’ Their recommendation was transmitted to the Greek 
Ministry for Cults. Acoording to the ministry, there were 1,077 parish 
vacancies, of which 544 existed in churches near the country's: borderse ~ 
EPS, Geneva 


DISCIPLES! WORLD BODY APPROVES 
EXPLORATORY TALKS WITH VATICAN SECRETARIAT 


(New York) - The World Convention of Churches of Christ (Disciples) has 
authorised its committee responsible for ecumenical contacts to "explore 
feasible and practicable relationships with the Vatican's Secretariat 
for the Promotion of Christian Unity". 


The Executive Committee of the world” body formally approved a proposal 
made by 25 persons from eight countries who attended a’ consultation called 
by the Disciples’ World Interfaith Relations Committees 


The consultation had also suggested that Churches of Christ in various 
nations "maintain a conoern for feasible and practicable relations with | 
Judaism and other religions, and. seek for understanding between Christianity 
and the contemporary secular mind", 


Attending the consultation were two observer—consultants from the Roman — 
Catholic Church: Fr. Bernard Law of Jackson, Mississippi, and Fr. George. 
Mueller of Maryknoll, New York. The Reve William Norgren of New York 
City represented the WCC Faith and.Order “Department, at the request of 
Dr. Lukas Vischer, 


The World Interfaith Relations Committee was asked to serve as a centre 
through which churches can share their ecumenical’ experiences in order to 
avoid duplications EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The pastor of Methodist Church in Florence, Italy, has received the sum 
of 100,000 lira ($160) from Roman Catholic sources, Half the money came 
from collections taken by Catholic associations in Rome eager to help 
restore the Protestant church which suffered heavy damage in the November 
floods. The sum was matched by a gift from Cardinal Florit, Archbishop 
of Florence. 


x * % 
The new chairman of the Liberal’Party in Great Britain is the Rev, 
Timothy Beaumont, an Anglican who is a member of the WCC Information 


Department Committee, Mr. Beaumont had been treasurer of the party an 
deputy chairman of the general election committee. 


ee, ee EPS, Geneva 
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WCC’ PRESIDENTS ISSUE 
1967 PENTECOST MESSAGE 


(Geneva) - A ringing affirmation that God the Holy Spirit is at work today 
_ and indications of where His voice has been heard are contained in the 

message issued by the’ Presidents of the World Council of Churches on the 
occasion of Pentecost, . . 


Observed around the world as the birthday of the Christian Church, - 4 
Pentecost will this year be celebrated on Sunday, May’14, in Protestant 
and Anglican churches, and on June 18 by the Orthodox, . 


Pentecost Sunday comes seven weeks~ (50 days) after Easter, which this year 
falls on April 30 in the Orthodox calendar, It marks the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit upon the disciples assembled in Jerusalem as recorded in 9} 
the second chapter of the Book of Acts. Today it has become a time when 
many churches stress the unity and mission of .the Church, 


Testifying to what "we have seen and heard", the World Council presidents - 
' states ae ; . 


"We have recognised, in every secular development which has emphasised , 
afresh the unity of the whole inhabited world, His call to His’ churches 
to rediscover that deeper. unity with each other.which He wills, 


"We have heard Him speaking of this in the councils of the churches Pes 
have been moved by their response", report the presidents, 


Even when unity talks break down, there is a sense of PROT ESE aE and 
even of shame, they. note. sie eal 


Evidence of the Holy Spirit at. work can also be seen in the "present 
searching of. mind and. conscience" among. Christian peoples. : 


More churches are “uncomfortable with the facts about rich and poor nations 
more are. learning to distinguish between national interests and ideals ae 
and God*s will for the whole world, The prompting and power of the Spirit" 


was heard in’ the Church and Society Conference last ee the message 
states. 


The présidenta, express their, belief that any church which "holds deeply to 
this Pentecost faith will discover the age-old miracle of His power 
happening to them’, 


The message is signed by honorary président Dr. J. H. Oldham of St. 
Leonards-on-Sea, England, octogenarian ecumenical pioneer, and. the six: 
presidents elected at the weCts New Delhi. Assembly, They ares the ys 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, London; Archbishop Iakovos, 
Primate of the Greek Orthodox Church of North and South America, New York}; 
Sir Francis Ibiam, adviser to the military governor of Eastern Nigeria in ’ 
the Federation of Nigeria, Enugu; Principal David Moses of Hislop Collegey 
Nagpur, India; Dr, Martin Niemoller, former president of the Evangelical 
Church of Hessen-Nassau, Wiesbaden, Germany; Charles C. Parlin, New York 
attorney and Methodist layman, EPS, Geneva — 


(See Appendix for full’ text. ) 


Sn 
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ECUMENICAL SYNOD PROPOSED 

FOR INDONESIAN. CHURCHES . 

(Bangkok) = A proposal to set up an Ecumenical Synod of the churches of 
Indonesia, which would replace the National Council of Churches of 
Indonesia, will be:made to the next General Assembly of the NCC when it 
meets next October. 


Such a synod would resemble a federation in structure, and it would seek 
to find a form of unity by which the churches could have worship, sacra= 
ments, mission and.-service together, 


The new proposal grew out of the three consecutive consultations on 
Christian unity, mission and service, and theological education held in 
recent weeks at which all‘ 30-odd member churches of the NCC were repre= 
sented except the Celebes,. Directors of seminaries and Bible schools 
and personnel of missions and service bodies also attended. Dutch, © 
Swiss and German missions were represented, as weil as the World Council 
of Churches, the Lutheran World Federation and the National Council of 
Churches in the USA. 


Unprecedented opportunities for evangeiism were tne main topic of dis- 
Gussion, Long-term development programmes in agriculture and a need 
for.a home mission society also received attention, 


Mass evangelistic efforts in East Java have’created the need for lay 
training and additional trained evangelists. Some 20% of the member 
ship of the East Java Church have come into the church in the last year, 
After 75 years of Christian work among the Karo Batak on Sumatra, the 
church numbered 30,000 members. Within a 14-month period 15,000 persons 
have been baptised.. 

Some five million Christians will be united’in the Ecumenical Synod if the 
individual churches accept the new proposal. EPS, Geneva 


UNESCO DIRECTOR CONFERS WITH WCC STAFF 
ON DEVELOPMENT, HUMAN RIGHTS,..PEACE 


(Geneva) ='The Director General of UNESCO, Mr. René Maheu, visited the 
World Council of Churches on April 7 to exchange views with Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, general secretary, and heads of various departments and 
divisions. 


Attention was given to matters of common concern to UNESCO and the ecu- 
menical movement, Among the subjects discussed were education and its 
importance for economic and social development; the struggle against 
illiteracy; cultural exchanges between different continents, especially 
between the East and the West; promotion of human rights and the con- 
tribution that both intergovernmental and non-governmental agencies have 
to make to the establishment of peace among nations. 


Mr. René Maheu was accompanied by Mr. Alfonso de Silva, head of the 
UNESCO Division for Relations with International Organisations, The 
visit was arranged by the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs. EPS, Geneva 
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POPE PAUL'S LETTER TO SPANIARDS 
CITES RIGHT TO POLITICAL ACTION 


(Malaga) + A message from Pope Paul VI to the central committee of the 
Spanish Social Week here cited "the right of every person to participate 
in political life". | . rw. Foe 


The Pope's message which took its key points from Vatican II's Constitu-= 
tion on the Church in the Modern World, is being interpreted as support, 
for progressive elements in Spanish Catholicism which have recently had 
difficulty with.both Church and. government. authorities. 


Spanish Catholic Action has been hampered repeatedly by a committee of 
Spanish bishops because of the lay leaders! involvement in political- 
social activities. Catholic Aotion leaders have complained particularly 
about the repeated suppression of their youth publication, Signo, whose 
editorial board was recently dismissed by the bishops because of 
Npolitical" involvements . ay ' AS Demet) 

In his message to the Spanish Social Week, Pope Paul specifically men= 
tioned several of the disputed points, including freedom of information 
and of choice, freedom for public discussion of public issues, and the 
need for governments to tolerate dissents. - - 


"Tf governments really want to be helped by a sincere and reliable public 
opinion", thé letter said, "they must grasp the nettle of pluralism". 

The right to participate in political life is "the right of a mature 
people" and edu¢ation for citizenship is necessary to secure this right, 
stated the Pope. EPS, Geneva 


BAPTIST EDITOR URGES RECONSIDERATION 
OF SOUTH AFRICA CRUSADE 


(Washington, D.C.) - An editorial in the Capital Baptist here expressed 

hope that plans for Southern Baptist involvement in an evangelistic cru- 
sade in South Africa would be reconsidered’ because the evangelists would 
not.be allowed to preach on race relations. . 


Editor Jimmy Duncan of the Capital Baptist said the proposed crusade 
poses. many problems, and. could embarrass the entire denomination. 


Duncan referred to news reports that the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board's division of evangelism is enlisting about 100 Southern Baptist 
pastors to preach in the South African crusade, and that each participant 
must agree not to discuss the race question in his sermons. 


Duncan said he wondered if this activity by the division of evangelism 
"isn't going to hurt the total work of the board", at a time when so man: 
divisions of work in the Home Mission Board are making. progress. 


"How can one possibly go and preach the whole gospel when he agrees before 
he goes that he will not talk about the-greatest evil in the land in which 
he is to preach?", editor Duncan asked, | oh: oe 


"We would hope that much more consideration would be given to the proposed 
crusade before the whole denomination is embarrassed by a few." 


EPS, Geneva 
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NEEDS OF AFRICAN YOUTH REPORTED 

TO YMCA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

(Geneva) ~ There is new hope for re-establishing the work of the YMCA and 
YWCA’ in the re Ot phy ey to Fredrik Franklin, general seoretary of the 
YMCAe é . . 


Reporting to the Executive Committee of the World Alliance of YMCAs 
meeting here April 10~14, Mr. Franklin said that this was the word brought 
back from’ Kinshasa, Congo, by white President Charles Sherman and John 
Jungkunst. . 


A YMCA ;project for refugee services in Tanzania is beyveinptiae well, Mr, 
Franklin reported, and a survey of refugee needs in East and Central Africa 
has been undertaken, The YMCA's Services with Refugees has also begun a 
programme in Vietnam, and a youth programme with refugees in the Middle 
East will continue for. three years under a new agreement with UNRWA.» 


‘Some 80 YMCA lay and professional leaders from five continents attended 
the Executive Committee meeting. 


A major portion of Mr. Franklin's report was devoted to national YMCA 
movements in French-speaking Africa. The YMCA is at work in 17’ countries 
on the continent of Africa. Combined membership totals 41,000. {| Pro» 
gramme is’ centered in 255 associations and "YMCA groups" and in 55 
buildingse. Some 113 secretaries are at. work, 5 i 


Among the needs of African youth, as reported by a recent consultation, 

are personal identity coupled with a sense of belonging, education, employ- 
ment and a role’in nation building, adjustment to urban life and training 
for citizenship. 


In the eoumenical arena, the general secretary reported that national 
alliances are eager for the YMCA movement to play its full part in the © 
growing quest for the unity of Christians in understanding fellowship and 
in concerted action, . 

In the period since the Sécond Vatican Council, he said, "the main pre= 
occupation has continued to be the establishment of relationships of trust 
and cooperation with Roman Catholics, and to this end first of all with 
responsible leaders of the Roman Church", EPS, Geneva 


INSTITUTE FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE 
FORMED. IN, PUERTO RICO 


(Ponce, P.Re) ~ An Institute for Justice and Peace has been established 
at the Catholic University of Puerto Rico,.. . Pek 


It is the first to be set up under the auspices of the new Papal Commis-— 
sion for Justice and Peace, Maurice Cardinal Roy, Archbishop of Quebec 
and president of the papal commission, attended the three-day conference 
which inaugurated the agency. Pee oo ig 


Experts in many fields participated in the discussions, including repre= 
sentatives of Planned Parenthood-World Population, the National Council of 
Churches (USA), the Population Council, the National Association of 
Manufacturers and many Catholic universities and organizations. 

Purpose of the institute, whose orientation will include both research 


and action programmes, is to promote éradication of poverty and establish- 
ment of just social structures, EPS, Geneva 
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SCOTTISH CHURCHES TO DISCUSS 
_ UNITY PROPOSAL 


(Edinburgh) - A plan of union for the Church of Scotland and the Congre~ 
gational Union of Scotland has been drawn up by the committees represen- 
ting the two churches, and it comes before the’ Assemblies of the two 
bodies in May.for. "examination and discussion", 


The plan safeguards the position of women ministers in the Congregational 
Union, and the future right of former Congregational churches to have women 
Ministers. yt 


. The church meeting is also retained by those groups which now exercise 
congregational responsibility through it, but henceforth the church meeting 
would be subject to the jurisdiction of presbyteries, synods and the General 
Assembly in the united church, 


Lay administration of thé sacraments, which sometimes happens in a small 
number of Congregational’ churches, may also continue if the presbytery 
is told on each occasion, 


An essential condition of the union, says the report, is that both 
communions’ accept the other's ministry and congregational structure as 
they stand, EPS, Geneva 


"“NEW* MORALITY" VIEW TOWARD SEX 
HELD CREATING MENTAL AILMENTS 


(Rochestér, Minn.) - The "new morality" has greatly increased the number of 
young people in mental hospitals, a psychiatrist reported here, 


Liberalised college dormitory rules and more lenient attitudes toward sex 
have imposed stresses on some college women severe enough to cause eimo—’ | 
tional breakdown, according to Dr. Francis J. Braceland, Hartford, Conne, 
who cites reports from.university and college psychiatrists, 


Dr. Braceland, editor of the American Journal of Psychiatry and former 


president of the American Psychiatric Association, svoke at a three-day 


National Methodist Convocation on Medicine and Theology, 


He said the. area of change and stress facing young people is one of the 
"nost fertile fields" for collaboration between theology and medicine, 
especially between college psychiatrists and chaplains, 


"It is now obvious that the effective practice of medicine cannot ignore 
man's emotional or spiritual problems", declared Dr. Braceland, who is 
senior consultant of the Institute of Living in Hartford and clinical 


professor in psychiatry at Yale University. "They are inextricably 
woven into his very being", he said. "They influence his aotions, his | 


life and the symptoms he presents +o the doctor, The’ cry for help, 

the guest for security, the reach for’ the alleviation of guilt — all have 
physical and emotionél accompaniments, _ They all must be dealt with by 
knowledgeable people," 


Dr. Braceland predicted that, moral problems "will be raised at every step. 
of the way" as medicine advances, EPS; Geneva 


i 
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POPE GIVES WARNING 
ON "UTOPIAN. THINKING" 


‘(Vatican City) = Pope Paul has warned that "irreverent and Utopian" 
thinking was spreading like an’epidemic through the Roman Catholic world 
and threatening the true faith, . 


He declared: "Something very strange and painful is happening, not only 
in profane, unreligious or anti-religious mentality, but even in the 
Christian me he not excluding the Catholic camp, and often by an inex- 


plicable ‘spirit of dizziness', even among those who know and study the 
word of God, accrr{h. Ee: To Re 


"Certainty is fading’ about the objective truth and the human mind'!s 
ability’ to attain it, The meaning of the one and genuine faith is being 
altered, The most radical aggressions are admitted against sacrosanct 
truths’ of our doctrine, always believed and professed by. the Christian 
people,. meth tast 


"People are questioning any dogma they may dislike or that may require 
humble submission of the mind to be accepted ... and they pretend to 
retain the Christian name while arriving at extreme denials of every 
PARE RERP content,!! 


agains$ the extreme: liberal views which De aie up in the Catholic 
Church following the Vatican Council, He has repeatedly advised against 
either rejecting the Council's new spirit or going overboard and consider- 
ing the Council as "a cyclone" that changed everything, EPS, Geneva 


HELLENIC UNIVERSITY FOR USA IS GOAL 
OF GREEK ORTHODOX PLAN. ... 


(New York) = A long-range expansion programme, whose ultimate goal is the 
development of a Hellenic University in the USA, has been launched by 
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Theological School in Brookline, Massachusetts, 
Archbishop Iakovos, head of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and 
south America, said a 15-member Academic Development Advisory Council was 
formed which includes Greek-American educators, 


Initial steps have been taken to strengthen the Divinity School, which 
trains Orthodox priests, and to expand its College of Liberal Arts, 


Plans for the expansion were mapped at a recent meeting in Brookline of 
the seminary's House of Trustees and the Archdiocesan Council's 
Executive Committee, 


Dean of the school is Dr. Leonidas C, Contos. The seminary was founded 
in 1937 by Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras when'he was Primate of the 
Greek Orthodox Church in North and South America, It was first located 
in Pomfret Center, Connecticut, but after ten years moved to Brookline, 

. EPS, Geneva 


NEW ARCHBISHOP OF UPPSALA TO BE CHOSEN 


(Stockholm) - Dr. Gunnar Hultgren, Archbishop of Uppsala, has announced 
plans to:retire in the autumn, Three candidates have been nominated. by 
the nearly 500 pastors and lay-delegates of the diocese, They are 
Bishop Borgenstierna of Karlstad, Bishop Ruben Josefsson of Harnosand, 
and Professor Krister’ Stendhal, lecturer in New Testament at Harvard 
Divinity School (USA). At the end of April the new Archbishop will be 
selected from among these three names by the King, 


In addition to administering the diocese of Uppsala, the Archbishop is 
honorary president of the Swedish Bishops' Conference, EPS, Geneva 
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TWO U.S. CHURCHES WILL PRESS 
KODAK COMPANY ON JOBS. FOR NEGROES. . 


(New York) - Two church groups plan to exercise their stock rights. to 
persuade the Eastman Kodak Company to implement a proposed job-training 
programme for Negroes, which the.company.had repudiated, . ; 


The Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church and the Board for Homeland 
Ministries of the United Church of Christ have withheld signature’ to 
their .Eastman-Kodak ‘stock. proxies, worth.almost.a million dollars, 
Efforts were underway by liberal church groups to persuade’ several other 
large Protestant denominations to refuse to delegate their voting rights 
to management and instead to attend the annual Kodak shareholders meeting 
in rece New Jersey on. “ARE sis eT Ta 


Saul D. 9 nee ee ne i came hoe lol 


FIGHT has been engaged in a bitter struggle with Kodak since last 
December over a programme to hire and train°600 Negroes. After a long 
series of negotiations, FIGHT had signed an agreement with a Kodak 
assistant vice president, but two days later the company issued a statement 
saying the. agreement was "unauthorised" and. non-existent, . 

Since then, there has been a series of fruitless meetings, charges’ and 
countercharges between the organization and Kodak, Rochester's att de 
employer, 8 OM bd 


In March, FIGHT bought 10 shares of Kodak stock at a cost of erhageesss" 
in order to gain a voice at the stockholders! meeting, ~The organization 
sent out 700 letters to clergymen and civil rights groups urging them to — 
contact’ stockholders to protest the company,ts action at the annual 
meeting. 344 iS IOS UR A> AS ptt rtd 


The Right Rev. John E, Hines, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, 
Said: "We are very much interested in the responsible exercise of cor-— 
porate power in the community." EPS, Geneva 


CANADIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS END 
OPPOSITION TO NEW. DIVORCE LAW 


opposition to 1ibatalaokae! bne grounds for divorce,.. 


The statement said that Catholic teaching on divorce remains unchanged > 
but the bishops will not oppose new legisldtion, © The two chief réasons 
given for this changed attitude were the religious pluralism of Canada 
and the abuses which take place under the present law, which PARA ee °® 
perjury. and collusion, 1 ee wigs aes 


The bishops suggested that, if the Canadian government makes divorce 
easier, it should do so as "part of a wide,” positive policy for strength- 
ening family values and particularly for insuring the'serious motivation 
and proper preparation of couples intending marriage", 


They called for a programme of research, education and family service 
agencies to prevent and alleviate family problems and to help couples fi 
solutions other than divorce, =. A. SL BDAY Te LTA FH tO DIB» ae 


Nine of Canada's ten provinces currently allow divorce. only’ on grounds oO 
adultery, while Nova Scotia also accepts cruelty as grounds, 
_ EPS, Geneva 
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CLOSER CATHOLIC—METHODIST 
TIES URGED IN. ENGLAND . 


(London) = The time has come for a "much closer relationship" between 
Roman Catholics and Methodists, according to John Cardinal Heenan of 
Westminster in an article on unity published in be a. Methodist 
MagaZine heres 


"Many say that unity moves must be made first by Protestant denominations 
with each other and later by one great reformed church dealing with the 
Church of Rome", he wrotes "They are wronge No man can lay down a 
pattern for the reunion of Christendom. Being the work of God's grace, 
it will be done in His way and in His time. 


"Discussions among the Free Churches and between them and the Church of 
England are in progress, This does not mean that until those talks are 
concluded there can be no move to achieve unity between Methodists and 
Catholics, 


"The contrary is true. The relationship between Methodists ans Catholics 
is unique. The attitudesof evangelicals and Anglo-Catholics in the 
Church of England towards doctrine are clearly quite different. 


"The Mass can be discussed with the High Church Anglicans but is not 
acceptable to members of the Low Church who regard altars and vestments 
as departures from evangelical simplicity. 


"This is perhaps the most striking difference between the Anglican and 
Methodist discussions with Catholics. There seem to be no High, Low or 
Broad Methodists." EPS, Geneva 


YUGOSLAV: . COMMUNISTS PROTEST 
RELIGIOUS DISCRIMINATION 


(Belgrade) « The Central Committee of the Croatian Communist Party has 
expressed disapproval of religious discrimination in Yugoslavia's public 
life, according to the French newspaper La Croix. Citing the national 
constitution, which “expressly guarantees complete freedom in the exer- 
cise of religio-ecolesiastical activities", the Committee rejected all 
attempts to hinder believing Christians by means of administrative 
Measurese It called upon State and Party to exercise "tolerance" and 
to engage in a more intensive dialogue, 


The statement criticises the alleged ambition of some conservative Roman 
Catholic circles to regain their influence on the secularised world and 
thus also on political organizations. It calls for an "open confron- 
tation between Church and socialism", but not in a spirit of conflict. 
Such a confrontation presupposes; in the view of the Central Committee, 
increased activity by "Socialist forces", better organization and ability; 
democratic thinking and a higher standard of ethics, 


The Central Committee of the Croatian Communist Party expressly welcomes 
new Lorne of church GORLVLSY which concern social and human problems. 
EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCH UNION MOVEMENT HELD 
NOT EXCLUSIVELY "LIBERAL" 


(Grand Rapids, Mich. ) ~ Contrary to popular belief, the movement for 
church union is not the exclusive province of liberal churches, according ~ 
to a columnist in The Church Herald, publication of the Reformed Church 

in Americas 


"The impression is often left, perhaps unwittingly, that the reunion of 
churches is primarily if not exclusively a concern of persons whose theo- 
logy is.fuzzy and who live somewhere left of the centre of the Christian 
faith", wrote Dr. Howard G, Hageman, pastor of the North Reformed Churchy — 
Newark, New Jersey. 


Dr. Hageman said: "Conservative Christians, it is alleged, are concerned 
about. 'spiritual. unity! and that concern is of far,greater importance than 
one for torganic unity!," 


Such a popular stereotype, he continued, "does not happen to be quite the 
truth. <n our own country in recent years there have been several mergers 
of very conservative churches which have received very slight notice, 
partly because they are smaller groups, but partly also because they do 
not belong to the large associations of churches that get the publicity." 


He cited reunion of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church and one of the 
Synods of the Reformed Presbyterian Church; the more recent authorization 
to merge the Wesleyan Methodist and the Pilgrim Holiness Churches; and an 
earlier merger of the Wesleyan Methodist Church and the Reformed Baptist 
Church, BC 


"The last thing in my mind is to imply that because they have done it, all 
organic unions are right. But I am anxious to say that we cannot. smugly 
say, 'we have spiritual unity', and then sit back as though we had ful- re 
filled all righteousness, 'One spirit! is fine. But having determined 
that, we still have to go on to confront the questions of tone body's." 


The Reformed Church in America is planning union with the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S. (Southern). The two denominations will hold their 
annual national meetings simultaneously in the same city this summer to 
facilitate that. planning. EPS, Geneva 


USSR CHILDREN'S BOOK CITES 
"POETIC LEGENDS" IN THE. BIBLE 


(Moscow) = A collection.of "poeticai legends taken from the Bible" has 
been published here under the title "The Tower of Babel", 


The book, intended for children, was’ compiled by a group of young Soviet 


writers under the guidance of a popular children's author, Kornei 
Chukovsky,. 


In the book's preface, the editor said: "I believe that our children, 
who constantly encounter in books, picture galleries and museums a multi- 
tude of themes from the Bible, should finally become acquainted with them 
because they are of high artistic value irrespective of their religious 
tendency, which naturally is absent in our book," EPS, Geneva 
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FIVE CHURCHES SUPPORT 
RUANDA LITERATURE CENTRE 


(Brussels) = Five Protestant churches are cooperating in the support of 
a Christian literature centre at Kigalo, the capital of Ruanday which 


produces a monthly paper and translates books into the language of the 
countrys 


Supporting churches are the ie asta Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian 
and Pentecostal.s 


In an interview with the eh Protestant weekly Peace and Liberty, 
the president of the General Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Ruandag 
Mr, André Kagimbangabo, described the activities of the centres 


A small permanent team working under’ the direction of a pastor translates 
books on ethics and catechisms primarily. The monthly Inkoramutima is 
published on the centre's own press and contains interviews and articles 

of general interest, together with religious news and political informations 


Mr.. Kagimbangabo, who is the head of a primary school, reports that "it 
is only about ten years since the state recognised Protestant education. 
Today all schools enjoy the same treatment, whether they be Catholic, 
Protestant or undenominational," 


The Presbyterian Church of Ruanda suffers from a shortage of pastors, he 
stated. "We have five Africans, three of whom have recently been ordained, 
plus three Europeans and one African assistant. Until the country has 
achieved a higher standard of living it will be diffioult for the church 

to solve its financial problems, since members have very limited means from 
which to make their church donation", he saide EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN EVANGELICAL CHURCH DEBATES 
MEANING OF UNITY IN DIVERSITY | 


(Berlin) - The meaning of unity for a geographically divided church 
occupied the centre of discussions at the recent Synod of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKD).’ 


At the last minute the Eastern section of the Synod was forced to hold 
its meeting in Furstenwalde (Spree) after the East German Government said 
it would be impossible to hold the section meeting in Berlin-Weissenseée 
The Western section met in Berlin-Spandau, 


Both meetings opened with fresh statements on the unity of the EKD, which 
had recently been sharply attacked in the Bast German press (EPS No. 2 


In Furstenwalde, Fritz Figue, vice-president of the synod, insisted: 
"Theavisible unity of the EKD is indispensable. Protestant Christians 
in Eastern and Western Germany are all under the one Lord." 


Bishop Friedrich W. Krummacher of Greifswald, speaking on behalf of the 
Bast German members of the EKD, carefully examined the question of unity. 


"We can never understand unity in the sense of uniformity. With us it 

can only take the form of allowing each other freedom to make decisions, 
each in our widely differing social and political environments, especially 
the soocial-ethical decisions which confront us, in the light of the Gospel", 
Bishop Krummacher saide He protested the accusation that German Protes~. - 
tants cling to their fellowship merely for political or nationalistio 
reasonss 


"As a Reformation Church we would be failing to assume our ecumenical r 
responsibility if we were to give up the visible fellowship of the EKD 


as an institution for purely secular and political reasons," ( N 
; more | 


re ee 
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This statement drew high praise when reported to the Western section. 

Professor Heinrich Vogel, a teacher of theology in East and West Berlin, 
pointed out that the statement was a costly one - "it cost much to make 
it and it is of great value", 


Another speaker, Professor Ludwig Raiser, urged that the Bishop's imp— 
ressive statement should not be answered with declamations, but by 
employing "energetic thought and action" to break down the autonomy of 
the Landeskirchen (territorial churches) and of the confessions. In 
examining the meaning of unity in diversity, Professor Raiser said, . 
sufficient scope should be given to diversity and independence, so that 
unity could develop afresh and bear fruit in mutual exchange. 


Bishop Hanns Lilje urged that instead of criticising the particularism of 
the Landeskirchen, it was more important to seize all opportunities for 
practical unity. 


Dr. Martin Niemoller, former president of the Synod of Hessen-Nassauy 
criticised Bishop Krummacher's statement, He said he could not agree 
to turning the unity of the EKD into a confessional issue. 


Whether the EKD would be maintained or not could be decided only after a 
peace treaty, he held. The division of Germany often made cooperation 

impossible, In his view. two churches would be formed if a peace treaty 
set up two separate German states, 


- 


Elected president of the Council was Bishop Hermann Dietzfelbinger of 
Munich, head of the Evangelical Lutheran’Church in Bavaria since 1955. 
A member of the Executive Committee of the Lutheran, World Federation, 
Bishop Dietzfelbinger is known primarily as a commissioner of the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany on relations with Roman Catholics. 


His name was put forward by delegates in the Eastern section when neither 
Bishop Kurt Scharf or Bishop Hanns Lilje could get a clear majority of 
the votes. . EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The World Alliance of Reformed Churches and the International Congre- 
gational Council have jointly appointed three lay people to serve as 
representatives at the Third World Congress of the Lay Apostolate in Rome 
in October, They are Carl A. Setterstrom of the United Presbyterian 
-Church in the USA, an official of an American chemical company; Mary I. 
Levison, deaconess in the Church of Scotland; and Ashby E. Bladen, member 


of the United Church of Christ in the USA and Moderator of the Internationa 
Congregational Council, 


% * * 


The recently formed Presbyterian Reformed Church of Cuba has been admitted 
as 102nd member church to the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, Votin 


on the admission was by post. The members of the WARC Executive Committe 
unanimously approved the Cuban church's admission, 


* * *% 


Hungary's Cardinal Mindzenty spent his°75th birthday in self-appointed 
exile at the American Embassy in Budapest, According to observers, he 
still hopes to be fully rehabilitated by the Government, and has no inten= 
tion of retiring. Owing to age, he could now ask to be relieved of his 
office, in accordance with the new papal regulations, 


* * * 
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The sum of $500,000 is being sought in the U.S. to renovate the YMCA in 
Jerusalem, Israel. The national fund drive was opened by the YMCA in 
Daytony Ohioy where the chairman of the annual service fund drive is a 
Jew and 200 members are of the same faith, Membership in the Jerusalem 
association was once 50% phree hs an 25% Jewish and 25% Muslim, but today 
it is 95% Jewish. 


% * *% 


Thirty-three Methodist missionaries’ serving in the Philippines have urged 
their Board of Missions and the World Division under which they serve to 
withdraw its funds from the First National City Bank in New York and Manila 
as a protest against the bank's support of the government of South Africa 
‘and, indirectly, the policy of apartheid. (See EPS No, 2) 


* * * 


A nun has been named to head the National Catholic Conference for Intere 
racial Justice (USA) drive to secure equal treatment for minority groups 

in all phases of medical care and public health programmess She is Sister 
Rose Claire Teéling of the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration. 
Sister Claire joins the Catholic civil rights agency staff after 28 years 
of experience in the medical field. 


*% * * 


Fifteen Christian groups in Austria are participating in a fund-raising 
drive to aid war victims in both South and North Vietnam, Participating 
are Roman Catholiosy Lutherans, Eastern Orthodox, Anglicans, Old Catholics, 
Armenians, Mennonites, Methodists, Baptists, Quakers, and the Salvation 
Army. The ecumenical effort is headed by Msgr. Leopold Ungar, director 
of Austrian Catholic Charities, Lutheran Bishop Gerhard May of Vienna 
joined Msgr, Ungar in asking "all Christians to help war victims whether 
they be in North or South Vietnam, Cambodia or other neighbouring lands?! 
Present plans seek funds to be used for the purchase of medical supplies. 
and equipment for South Vietnamese civilian victims, and the building 

of a 250-bed hospital in North Vietnam, 


* % * 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, was named Churchman of 
the Year 1967 by Religious Heritage of America, He will receive the 
honour in Washington on June 29, Religious Heritage of America is a 
national nonsectarian organization founded in 1951 to encourage the ap- 
plication of religious principles to all aspects of daily life and ae 
encourage personal rededication to spiritual values. 


% * % 


The Rt. Rev. B, F, Ashby, Roman Catholic Bishop of Christchurch, New 
Zealand, has appointed the Rev. Fr. Basil. Meeking as liaison officer 
between his diocese and the National Council of Churches, The NCC 
Executive immediately decided to invite Fr. Meeking, who is parish priest 
at Methven, to attend all meetings of the Executive, 


a. * * 


A Roman Catholic nursing sister, Miss Anne Thompson, recently left New 
Zealand for Vietnam on a two-year term of service with the East Asia 
Christian Conference team, She is the first Roman Catholic fraternal 
worker of the NCC. Miss Thompson joins Miss Lorraine Wray, who was 
sent to Vietnam by the NCC. last year. The Most Rev. P.T.»B. McKeefry, 
Archbishop of Wellington, stated: "I prayerfully hope that in association 
with other members of the team she will be able to make a truly Christian 
effort to bring real solace to those suffering, and thereby assist to bring ) 
the war to an end," 
* % * 
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According to a report from Durban, Chief Albert Luthuli,.who won -the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1960, and was president of the banned National 
African Congress, is in danger of losing his sight. 


* %* ¥ 


More than 3,000 persons filled Riversidé Church in New York City for a 
rally sponsored by the National Committee of Clergy and Laymen Concerned 
about Vietnam, "If the war continues much longer", said Dr. John C, 
Bennett, "we shall have the greatest conflict between the. churches and 


our government that we have ever had in time of war", Dr. Martin Luther 


King outlined five proposals aimed at halting the ware Earlier at a 
press conference he had speculated that massive demonstrations involving 
civil disobedience might be needed to change the policy of the U.S. — 
Government which, he charged, is the "greatest purveyor of violence in 
the world today", M 


*¥ * * 


The appointment of Anglican and Methodist representatives to discuss 
admission of women to the ministry was announced jointly by the Church 
Information Office and the Methodist Press Service in London. The 
Anglican representatives are: The Bishop of Chester, the Rt. Rev. 
Gerald Ellison; the Bishop of Swansea and Brecon, the Rt. Rev. Ja Js Ae 
Thomas; the Dean of York, the Very Rev. Alan Richardson; Mrs. Kay 
Baxter, formerly secretary of Cambridge University Women'ts Appointments 
Board; the Rev. Professor G. Re Dunstan, Kings College London, ‘The 
Methodist representatives are the Rev. Douglas W,. Thompson, president of 
the Methodist Conference; the Rev. Geoffrey Litherland, warden of the 
Deaconess College, Ilkley, Yorkshire; the Rev. Maldwyn L. Edwards, 
chairman of the Cardiff and Swansea District; Sister Margaret Siebold, 
of the Methodist Study Centre; Miss .Muriel Stennett (Methodist 
Missionary Society). 


ek sai: 


According to Bishop Tibor Bartha, chairman of the Reformed Church in 

Hungary, two million.of the 10 million inhabitants of Hungary belong 

to the Reformed Church, They are members of 1,220 parishes. - Admini- 

stratively the church is divided into four synods and 27 presbyteries, 

It has two seminaries, in Budapest and Debrecen, and there is no 

shortage of pastors and no. empty posts. . 
a Direigart EPS, Geneva 
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Message from the Presidents.of the 


World Council of Churches 
"THE HOLY SPIRIT WORKS TODAY" 


Again, at this season of Pentecost, we Presidents of the World Council 
of Churches want to address you, the people of God. We have tried to 
find words to express what we believe the Holy Spirit is saying to.us 
all as we meet this Whitsunday, 

When the first disciples’ met in the Upper Room at Jerusalem after Christ 
was seen by them no more, they discovered that as they had come to know 
Him and who He was by what He had done, so they knew Him still. He was 
gloriously at work in His world, suffering still but, wherever men 
believed in Him,.also. still. victorious, 


We have simply our confirming word to say to you. This continuous 
Bible theme, renewed at Pentecost, has been sounded for us afresh in 
these very days. God the Holy Spirit is at work; we'cannot but speak 
that which we ourselves have seen. and heard, 


We have recognised, in every secular development which has emphasized 
afresh the unity of the whole inhabited world, His call to His‘ churches 
to rediscover that deeper unity with each other which He wills. We 

have heard Him speaking directly of this in the Councils of the churches 
and have been moved by their response. Even where the frailties of men 
have led to the breakdown of talks, we have heard Him clearly in the 
sense of disappointment, even of shame which has followed. And as so 
many discussions about unity of faith and of obedience are now proceeding 
in the churches, we feel encouraged to say to you: The Lord, the Holy 
Spirit, is at work, Ld 1 ala. Fed) RUB) 


In these days of political hostility to the Church and of sophisticated 
indifference to the Gospel, we rejoice to be able to declare to you that 
men and women are being upheld in brave obedience, often to their worldly 
loss, sometimes unto death. God the Holy Spirit is still visiting and 
redeeming His people as they come to meet Him at the altar, through the 
Word, in the Liturgy, out of the silence. This is no little thing to 

be able to says In many places indeed, the integrity in daily life of 
men and women who have been faithful in worship is the living evidence 
that the Holy Spirit is invincibly at work. 


Finally, we are very sure that we can discern the prompting and power 

of the Holy Spirit in the present searching of mind and conscience among 
His people, We are aware of it in all the churches; we heard it loudly 
in the Church and Society Conference in Geneva last July. More churches 
are asking themselves more of the: hard questions, More are alert to the 
times; more are uncomfortable with the faots about rich and poor nations}; 
more are learning to distinguish between national interests and ideals and 
God's will for the whole. world, 


In all this we call you to rejoice. We are convinced that any church 
which holds deeply this Pentecost faith that God the Holy Spirit is at 
His loving work and which reaches out to the need of His world will 

discover the age-old miracle of His power happening to them. We pray 
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this for you'all, This living Spirit, working through dedicated wilis 
and open, disciplined minds will bring liberation and new life to men. 
Where we each are called to worship and work, there is the place where 
men must see and hear again the wonderful works of God, and where we are 
to learn afresh for ourselves the meaning of Pentecost. 


The Presidents of the World Council of Churches 


(Archbishop) Michael Cantuar - London 
(Archbishop) Iakovos - New. York 

(Sir) Francis Ibiam,- Enugu | 
(Principal) David G, Moses = Nagpur. 
(Pastor) Martin Niemoller - Wiesbaden 
Je He Oldham = St. Leonards-on-Sea 


Charles CG. Parlin - New York 
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CHURCHES! RIGHT TO SPEAK ON WORLD ISSUES 
UPHELD AT WCC HAGUE CONSULTATION 


(The Hague ) « The churches! right and duty to be involved in international | 
affairs was strongly defended by 60 lay and clerical leaders of churches _ 
around the world who attended a six-day, pop-level consultation held here 
April 12 - 17 under the sponsorship of the World Council of Churchess 


However, the group declared: "The churches are not required to maintain 
a running commentary on the. international newsreel. A talkative church 
ig not thereby a prophetic church, and there are times to keep silent." 


This conclusion was contained in the report dealing with the theological 
bases of the churches! work on the international soenee Other major . 
areas covered were: issues and priorities for future work in this field, 
and the organization and structure required for dealing with these issueSe 


The consultation was called specifically to review the work of the WCC!'s | 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA), a body which 
was organized in 1946 and became an agency of the WCC at-the Council's 
constituting Assembly at Amsterdam in 1948, 


Proposals based on the findings of the consultation will ibe submitted for 
action to the WCC Central Committee when it meets at Crete in August. 


ee. 


"The primary criterion for determining when the Church should speak", 
said the group working on theology, "derives from the concern of the 
Church for man in the light of the Gospel - whenever there are threats to 
human life or possibilities for its enrichment. 


"Especially when nobody else speaks in such situations the voice of the 
Church should be heard; when, again, the truth is known but not res- 
pected or men will not dare utter it, the Church has the duty to declare 
Lh wt 


Further, it was said, those in the Church who are "charged with repre=- 
sentative utterance are bound by their understanding of God's will in 
the situation even above their assessment of the majority view of church 
memberse They may at times have a duty to speak in warning or counsel 
to one or more member churches." 


It is not necessary to define explicitly. "the theological justification 

of each particular statement and action", the group said.s "The Christian 
character of a statement consists not in a sermonic form or in its garment 
of biblical quotations, but in the nature of the truth it expresses and 
the relevance with which it is uttered," 


The report said the churches must be thoroughly informed about the issues 
on which they speak, and at the same time have the courage to risk being 
Wwronge (They) must make plain that their decision is a human one, sub- 
ject to the limitation of our frailty, though we may hope also illumi- 
nated by the Holy Spirit. Nor must we hide from ourselves the ambiguity 
of all political choioces, nor seek to evade action on this account," 


Chairman of the group on the theological bases of the churches?! involve= 
ment was the Honourable Z Ke Matthews, Ambassador of Botswana to the 
United Nations. 


The group charged . with making recommendations on major issues and 
priorities for future work proposed three categories: issues for repre- 
sentation to the United Nations, governments and other appropriate bodies; 
issues for study; and issues for dialogues 


a | ee 


Major issues in the first category included: protection of human rights, 
including those of refugees, migrants, and victims of poverty, hunger and 
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disease; oolonialism and neo-colonialism} racial and ethnic intolerance; 
and the positive promotion and making of peace. 


Chief areas for study were listed as: strategies of economic and social 
development; ohanges in international structures; the ethics of the use 
of violence to secure economic, social and political change; and the 
impact of the technological revolution on the pattern of world communitye 


In speaking of the need for dialogue, the working group recommended 
bringing together persons with detailed knowledge of particular problems. 
such as conflicts between neighbouring states, and of various cultural, 
ideological and theological issues. 


It also suggested "active cooperation" on particular problems with the 
Roman Catholic Church "as far as is practicable". Churches must also be 
ready to cooperate with men of other faiths or with those "of no faith at 
all", it was stated, 


Chairman of this group was Mr, Irwin Miller, a U.S. industrialist and a 
leading layman in the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ). 


The report of the third working party dealing with structure and organi-= 
zation will not be made public until it has been submitted to the WCC's 
Central Committee. This group was chaired by Dr. Max Kohnstamm of 
Brussels, Belgium, vice-president of the Action Committee for the United 
States of Europes 


Conference chairman was Dr. Emilio Castro of Uruguay, executive secretary 
of the Provisional Commission for Evangelical Unity in Latin Americas 

In order to bring fresh viewpoints to the disoussions, more than two-thirds 
of the participants were persons who had had no previous connection with 


CCIA. Officers and staff of COIA were present only as "resource" 
personse EPS, Geneva 


TESTIMONY ENDS IN SOUTH AFRICAN 
LIBEL TRIAL 


(Johannesburg) ~ Testimony has been concluded in the libel trial of an 
Afrikaans-<speaking theology professor. 


The trial began on February 15-6 It was: initiated by two churchmen, the 
Rev. C. F. Beyers Naude, director of the Christian Institute of South 
Africa, and Professor Albert Geyser of the Witwatersrand University. 


They sought to prove that Professor A. D. Pont, who teaches theology at 
Pretoria University, libelled them in a series of articles he wrote for 
Die Hervormer, official journal of the Nederduits Hervormde Kerk (NHK) « 


Prof, Pont was the only witness in his own defence, although he had in- 
dicated in pre-trial depositions that he might rely on an extensive list 


of witnesseSse 


During his 23 days on the stand, Prof, Pont was questioned by both the 
attorney for the plaintiffs and by the presiding judge, We Ge Trollipe 


Prof. Pont's contention that the two plaintiffs, by their association 

with and espousal of the ideals of ecumenical Christianity, are pro- 
moting communism and violent overthrow of the South African government ran 
like a liet-motiv through the trial. 

In his original articles which precipitated the suit, Prof. Pont made the 


charges against "certain theologians" and "fellow theologians" but 
mentioned no names, Plaintiffs are.seeking to prove that they are the 
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theologians he referred to and each have sued for R20,000 6628901) 
damages. (See EPS Nos, 7, 8, 9 and 10.) | 


Testifying on his own behalf, Prof. Pont alleged that the World Council 
of Churches, with which the plaintiffs have been prominently associateds. 
"ran parallel" to the social and political programme of communism, 

Among the points of similarity he listed were such WCC ideals as "rese 
ponsible society", its criticism of capitalism, its striving for an 
international, multiracial society and its theories on social justice 
and injustice. 


During cross=examination, Justice Trollip questioned Professor Pont 
closely on his allegation of parallels between the WCC and communism. 


Justice Trollip: "I don't understand. If things run parallel then the 
important factor is where they eventually: diverge." 


Prof. Pont: "With their ideal of a tresponsible society! the wcc is on 
the way to. the same goals as communism, Both communism and the World 
Council want to create a new orders The only difference in aim is that 
the World Council wants to base its approach on the Biblical viewpoint 
and the Communists on atheism, But the end is he same," 


Justice Trollip: "What is that end?" 
Prof. Pont: "A' multiracial community under the United Nations," 
Justice Trollip: "Will that be capitalistic or oommunistic?" 


Prof. Pont: "The world as seen eventually by the WCC and the Communists 
will be much the same," . 


Justice Trollip: "But’according to Hoover they will oompletely differ." 
(The judge's reference was to the U.S. FBI director, J. Edgar Hoover, 
whom Prof. Pont had earlier cited as an expert on communism... 


At another point, the defendant was asked by counsel for the plaintiffs, 
Mr. Ge A. Coetzee, about a meeting of South African Protestant groups — 
seven years ago, convened by the World Council of Churches at Cottesloe, 
near Johannesburg... Prof, Pont had maintained in his articles and in 
court that the Cottesloe conference was an example of Communist infil- 
tration of the churches, 


In cross—examination, Mr. Coetzee asked the defendant to name the 
Cottesloe decisions which contained communistic ideas. After he had 
cited them, Prof. Pont was further asked to compare them with the memo- 
randa prepared for the conference by the Nederduitse Gereformeerd Kerkg. 
sister-church to the NHK to which all three buinotpaly in the trial 
belong, 


After studying the documents, Prof, Pont conceded that "in some respects" 
the decisions and the memoranda were similar, EPS, Geneva. 


CATHOLIC, CONSERVATIVE PARTICIPATION 
IN FAITH AND ORDER TALKS URGED 


(Los Angeles) - A U.S. church official has stressed the importance of 
including in the Faith and Order movement both Roman Catholic and con- 
servative Protestant participants. 


Dr. William A. Norgren, executive director of the National Council of 
Churches Department on Faith and Order, said: "Councils of churches that 
are not prepared for this, run the risk of a. contradiction between bold 
ecumenical talk and slowness of active obedience." 


He cited the fact that the Pacific Southwest Conférence on Faith and Order 
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has "full Roman Catholic participation" as evidence "that it is possible 
for the whole Christian community to work together" in this areas 


Sponsors of the Pacific Southwest Conference were the councils of churches 
of Arizona, Nevada, New Mexico, Southern and Northern California and the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 


Concerning the "conservative evangelical and fundamentalist movements 
and churches", Dr. Norgren said: "We must make an active effort to find 
more room for them, 


"Sometimes they will need to take the initiative so that together 
Christians may be seen acting to abolish the scandalous atmosphere of 
suspicion and mistrust wherever it prevails.. 


"These other Protestant understandings of Christianity need to be ree 
$hought and presented to the world and to the other churches. Signs that 
this is beginning are not lacking.s't EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN EXHIBIT AT GHANA FAIR 
SELLS .35,000 BOOKS AND BOOKLETS 


(Accra) = An estimated 35,000 Christian books and booklets were sold 
during. the 19 days of the International Trade Fair held here recently. 


In addition, more than 1,000 Bibles and portions of scripture were given 
away as prizes to those who correctly answered questions about what they 
had seen at the exhibit sponsored by the Christian Council of Ghana. 


"Christian Witness in Ghana" was the title of the ecumenical display in 
the Africa Pavilion, the most impressive building at the fair. 


From the roof of this building visitors could see a 50-foot cross, flood- 
lit at night, marking a second pavilion erected by the churches and 
employed for a more direct evangelistic outreach. 


More than three-quarters of the £2,000 needed to pay for the churches 
exhibit was raised in Ghana and the remainder in Britain, 


The churches! witness was shown through the spoken word, the written word, 
through education and youth activities, in agriculture and famine relief 
and through medical work, One of the biggest attractions was a number of 
blind boys reading, writing and typing, showing how the church is pioneer- 
ing in specialist education, 


"The fact that this was a joint project of the Protestant churches cer- 
tainly made an impression on many visitors", a spokesman stated, "and the 
wide variety of work which the Church is doing led to favourable comment 
from Christians and non-Christians alike, 


"Perhaps the greatest witness stems from the fact that at a stand at the 
heart of the fair with 'made in Ghana? textiles on one side and shoes on 
the other, the Church was there, proclaiming by its very presence the 
relevance of the Gospel to the life and 7 Ahad of the people of Ghana," 
EPS, Geneva 
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27 UNION NEGOTIATIONS 
REPRESENTED AT FIRST CONSULTATION 


(Geneva) - Churches negotiating for union should "commit themselves to 
each other in seeking union". This could lead to a wide range of joint 
activities such as: intercommunion, common liturgies, united theological 
colleges, and the joint planning and ownership of buildings for common 
USE.» : 


This was one of several conclusions reached at a Consultation on Church. 
Union Negotiations held-at the Houmenical Institute in nearby Bossey 
April 9 = 15, 


First of its kind, the consultation was convened by the WCC's Oommission 

on Faith and Order at the request of church union committees, The 42. 
participants came from churches involved in 27 separate union negotiations 
in 26 countries on six continents, Eight confessional traditions and 
eight united churches were representede . 


Participants called for imaginative education for: union, and stressed the 
need for exchanging information and consultants between union conver- 
sations in different areas. 


Addressing world confessional bodies, the consultation affirmed that 
"church union negotiations throughout the world would be greatly strength= 
ened if these bodies, preferably in consultation with one another, would 
clarify their attitudes toward the involvement of their member churches 

in proposed church unions", 


The Faith and Order Commission, which meets at Bristol, England in July, 
was asked for more theological study on such topics as ministry, baptism, 
ordination of women, and freedom and authority in the Church, The Faith 
and Order Secretariat was requested to serve as a clearing-house for 
information about issues which arise and to organize further meetings on 
behalf of church union committees, 


It was further recommended. that church union negotiations should be in- 
cluded in the list of projects for which the Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service solicits funds. 


Papers on "confessing the faith", "baptism and confirmation", "ministry 
and laity", and "the Church: local and universal" were presented by 
Prof. Davis McCaughey of Australia, Dr. W. G. Wickramasinghe of Ceylon, 
Prof. Kenneth Grayston of England, and the Rev. David Colwell of the USA. 


Background papers were prepared by Dr. William Stewart of North India anc 
the Rev, Hanns Keiling of Germany. 


Toward the end of the meeting, a service of Holy Communion was held 
according to a United Liturgy for East Africa used by the five bodies 
seeking union there. The oelebrant was the Rt. Rev. Kibira, Bishop of 
Bukoba in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania, and the preacher 
was the Rt. Rev, R. F. Gibson Jrs, Bishop of Virginia in the Episcopal 
Church USA, EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCH'S LATIN AMERICA ROLE 
OUTLINED TO LWF UNIT 


(Springfield, Ohio)’= Latin American churches can play an effective role 
in their country's political and economic life through "study and 
commitment", a prominent Argentine lawyer told churchmen from four con- 
tinents assembled here, 


Dr. Leopoldo Juan Niilus of Buenos Aires, speaking at a meeting of the 
Lutheran World Federation's Commission on Stewardship and Evangelism, 

urged churches to study "both political and economic issues and their 

theological implications.. 


"The churches as institutions will sometimes not be able or should not 
engage in political action", he said, "However, they should be able to 
guide or at least understand those members who do so and offer them 
community and adequate pastoral care." 


Dr, Niilus is director of the Argentine Department of the River Plata 
Centre of Christian Studies, 


The layman gave an appraisal of both Roman Catholic and Protestant situ- 
ations in Latin America as he called for new approaches to complex pro- 
blems. 


"Most of the things our progressive Roman Catholic brethren are doing today 
in Latin America should, by heritage, have been done by the Protestants", 

he stated, "Some of the things atheist Marxists are doing in our con- 
tinent should, by heritage, have been done by Christians. Fortunately, 
there are now signs in the Christian church in Latin America that God 
always gives His people the chance to repent... 


"There are, however, very severe stumbling blocks ahead for our Roman 
Catholic brethren also. They are being hysterically requested by the 
supporters of the status quo to become their defenders once again." 


He urged that churches-give priority to the training of laymen as well as 
pastors in secular and theological matters. There should be more ine 
vestments "in people and not buildings", and.church should "do their 
utmost to act as a prophetic voice before the storm and not _after it", he 
Said. EPS, Geneva 


AMERICAN ORTHODOX PLAN NEW BIBLE 


(Tuckahoe, New York) - A committee of biblical scholars from three Orthodox 
seminaries was scheduled to meet April 15 at St. Vladimir's Seminary to 
plan for the production of an "American Orthodox" Bible, 


It was anticipated that the new version might be’ based on the Revised 
Standard Version altered to conform to distinctive Orthodox understandings, 


First step would probably result in the approval of a New Testament and 
Gospel and Epistle lectionaries based on the newly authorised version. 
However, the production of the Old Testament raises problems for Orthodox 
believers who cannot disregard the centuries-long dependence of the 
Orthodox Church on the Septuagint. This term is applied to the earliest 
Greek version of the Old Testament, including several books generally 
termed "apocryphal" or outside the canon of the Hebrew Old Testament. 


Among those conferring on the Orthodox Bible are Prof, Nicholas Arseniev, 
Fr. Demetrios Constantelos, Prof, Veselin Kesich, Fr. Paul Schneirla, 
Fr, Stephen. Upson, Fr. Nomikos Vaporis and. Prof, Dimitry Zacharopoulos, 


Final decisions will be referred to the Standing Conference of the 
Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas. EPS, Geneva 
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FRENCH PRELATE' ADDED 
TO ROMAN CATHOLIC CURIA 


(Vatican City) = A French prelate, Jean Cardinal Villot, 62, formerly 
Archbishop of. Lyons, has been appointed Prefect of the influential 
Sacred Congregation of the Council of the Roman Catholic Church. This 
congregation has general jurisdiction over the discipline of clergy. and 
laity and reviews the acts of regional councils and episcopal conferences. 


Cardinal Villot, who established a reputation as a liberal thinker 
during the Second Vatican Council, succeeds the late Pietro Cardinal 
Cie ee a 

Pope Paul expressed an interest in reform of the Curia, and particularly 
in making its leadership more international, shortly after his election 
to the papacy in 1963, A detailed plan for such reform is presently 
being prepared, 


As a result of recent appointments, the chief administrative duties in 
five of the 12 Sacred Congregations are now given to prelates of non- 
Italian origin, EPS, Geneva 


STUDY ON POLICE AND THE COMMUNITY 
PREPARED BY. CHURCH GROUP 


(London) = A commission set up by the Church of England to examine 

- relationships between the police and the community has issued a report 
which firmly opposes the idea of policemen carrying guns, suggests that 
more police duties could be carried out by civilians, and advocates 
more coloured police and magistrates, 


The report, entitled "Police: a Social Study", was prepared by a group 
which included Anglicans, a Roman Catholic, Free Churchmen, and senior 
police officers, 


Among immediate proposals it expresses the hope that “under the auspices 
of the British Council of Churches and with full participation of repre-— 
sentatives of the Roman Catholic Church, a group of churchmen and police- 
men will be established to develop the discussion and stimulate appro- 
priate regional and local activities! 


Courses for members of the police fofce to study and discuss human, moral». 
and philosophical implications of relationships between the police and 
the community are planned at William Temple College, EPS, Geneva, 


INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTERS PLAN 
PROJECT FOR NEEDY NATIONS 


(London) -« Training programmes for religious broadcasters in under- 
developed countries are to be introduced as a result of the Second Inter-— 
national Broadcasters Conference held here, 


Such areas as Kenya, Indonesia, Malawi "have plenty of opportunities for 
religious broadcasting but few trained personnel to carry it out", the 
conference learned, A training programme was therefore voted. ; 


Five, ten and 15-year plans for the future of the ICB are to be worked 


out during the next year, taking into account the recent advances in 
communications. 


More than 100 delegates from-about 25 countries attended the week-long 
conference, which considered "Gospel Broadcasting - Concept, Outreach) 
Impact", All these aspects were covered in daily lectures, followed by 
discussions on technical and non-technical matters, 
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The respective plans for the future of: the ICB, an evangelical organi- 
zation, will be worked out by Dr. Clarence Jones who founded the first 
missionary radio station in Ecuador in 193]. He retired as president 
of the ICB just before the conference but will continue on its executive 
committee, : EPS; Geneva 


U.S. LUTHERAN-CATHOLIC DIALOGUE 
OVERCOMES MISUNDERSTANDINGS| 


(New York) = Lutheran and Roman Catholic theologians in the USA agreed 
after their fourth meeting that "many misunderstandings had been overcome" 
on the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, but that further examination of 
this sensitive subject was required. 


Main themes discussed at the three-day doctrinal consultation in early 
April were the Lord's Supper as sacrifice, the manner of Christ's presence 
in the sacrament, the import of the concept of transubstantiation, and 
"the relation of these issues to the concrete worship life of the Church", 


In a prepared statement released at the conclusion of the closed meeting, 
the group said that "there have been historically serious disagreements 
between the confessions concerning the Eucharist. 


"All participants", it added "agreed that many misunderstandings had been 
overcome as a result of the latest meeting", 


At its next session statements will be presented "indicating the developing 
convergence and the continuing difficulties in regard to the Lord's 
Supper", Dre George A. Lindbeck of Yale Divinity School in New Haven, 
Conn,,.and the Rev. Harry McSorley of St. Paul's Colleze in Washington, 
D.C., will collaborate on an interpretative statement to be used as the 
basis for the third and final discussion on the Eucharist. 

EPS, Geneva 


NEW CONTROVERSY STIRS 
NEW ZEALAND PRESBYTERIANS 


(Wellington, N.Z.)°- A seymon preached by a Presbyterian theologian to 
university students here has triggered a new controversy in the Pres- 
byterian Church in New Zealand, 


Prof. Lloyd Geering of Knox College, Dunedin, told the students that he 
could "not accept any doctrine of the immortality of the soul, but I would 
express the Christian hope in terms of eternal life". 


In an angry reaction, Mr. R. J. Wardlaw, president of the conservative 
Presbyterian Laymen's Association founded last year during a church battle 
over Prof, Geering's views on the resurrection of Christ, declared that 
the group will leave "no stone unturned" to force the theologian's 
resignation, | ; a 


Wardlaw was meer tiasatl by the: Roman Catholic auxiliary bishop of Auckland, 
who said that his first reaction was one of shock that a person with 

such a responsible position in Christian teaching should deny the im- 
mortality of’ the soul. 


Theologians at Presbyterian and Methodist seminaries in New Zealand and _ 
Australia were generally more restrained. One said that immortality is 
"a Greek doctrine" and has little to do with the main, line of Hebraic- 
biblical thinking. EPS, Geneva 
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PAPAL NUNCIO PROTESTS NEW . 
SCHOOL RULINGS IN WEST GERMANY . 


(Bonn ) ~ The Papal Nuncio in Bonn, Archbishop Bafile, has handed a sharply 
worded letter to Foreign Minister Willy Brandt protesting the revised ~ 
regulations on schools in Baden Wurttemberg, Rhineland-Palatinate, and 
North Rhine Westphalia. His letter speaks of repeated "violation" fan 

the Concordat. of 1933 signed between the Holy See and the German .. 
Government, . AE Ue 


The communiqué protests: that the three Lander (federal states) had — 
carried through the changes without attempting to negotiate with the 
‘Vatican, although the latter also desires a progressive solution of the 
school problem, it was stated. ‘ | ) oh 


The main breach of the Concordat was said to be the action in Baden- 
Wurttemberg where the Christion non-confessional school was introduced: as 
the only form of state school (EPS No.6); although the 1933 agreenent) | 
had expressly guaranteed retention of Catholic schools. In Rhineland= 
Palatinate the parliament compromised by permitting the public primary ‘schoo 
and the secondary school to be either non-denominational or a confessional 
school. In North Rhine Westphalia the question is whether the secondary 
school should be Christian but non-denominational, as the Kuhn State 
Government wishes, or a confessional school. EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH PROTESTANTS SEEK COMMON ¥ 
POSITION IN DIALOGUE WITH ROME bi ta 


(Biévres, France) ~ A "French ecumenical conference" held here April 3=4 
was devoted to the search for a common mind within Protestant churches ~ 
on questions related to dialogue with the Roman Catholics Churchy!’ y 94 


The conference grew out of proposals made last year by the 12th General 
Assembly of the French Protestant Federation when it met in Colmar, 


In order to;assure that concerns of evangelical groups which are outside 
the ecumenical movement would get a fair hearing, the Mission Populaire, 
the Evangelical Alliance, the Colloque de 1'Evangélisation and then” Welk 
Salvation Army were represented, in addition to the six members of the . 
Federation, } . 


Reaction tojthe conference was considered positive, and it is planned (to 
make it the first of a series devoted to broad-based discussion of ecu- 
menical, issuese EPS, Geneva 


SWISS METHODIST CHURCH SUPPORTS RIGHT 
OF CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION 


(Zurich) ~ The Regional Methodist Church in Switzerland has added its _ 
voice to those who demand legally safeguarded alternatives for those who 
refuse to perform military service because of conscientious objections. 


The Regional Synod asks the State to create legal opportunities permitting 
the citizen. "to carry out a service for the benefit of the State which is 
in conformity with his conscience", Christians who by reason of conscience 
refuse to do military service should "prove the sincerity of their decision 
vy their willingness to justify their position before an understanding: 
board, to offer their services for a longer period than that involved) i. 
doing military service, and to carry out such civil duties as are alloted 
to them by: the State", 7 , EPS, Geneva 
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ANGLICAN EVANGELICALS AGREE TO DIALOGUE, 
CRITICISE ANGLICAN-METHODIST UNION. 


(Keele, England) ~ The National Evangelical Anglican Congress has pre=-- 
sented what it described as "the result of the deliberations of 1,000 
delegates" on the message and mission of the Church, the Church and the 
world, and "the Church and its unity", 


The group is composed of Low Church Anglicans who have sometimes been 
described as theologically conservative. 


Under the heading "No Monopoly of Truth", the statement said the 
Evangelicals now desire to enter the ecumenical dialogue with divided 
Christians fully, and are no longer content to stand apart: from those with 
whom they disagrees 


On relations with Rome, the Evangelicals reoognise that the Roman 3 
Catholic Church holds many fundamental doctrines in common with themselves, 
but they could not contemplate any form of reunion with Rome "as she is", 


Dialogue with Rome "on the basis of Scripture" is commended, as well as’ 
‘with the Orthodox churches, 


On Anglican-Methodist reunion, the statement calls for intercommunion to 
be authorised "as soon as decisive commitment to unite has been made", 
However, it puts on record the Evangelical resolve to oppose any scheme 
that will have the effect of needlessly dividing Methodism for the sake 
of reunion with the Anglican Church, It also deplores "the restrictive 
terms of reference given to the Anglican=-Methodist Unity Commission" and 
the absence of dissentient Methodist representation on the Commission, 


The Church Times, published in London, says in an April 14 editorial: "It 
is good, in view of so much modern radical faithlessness within the Church 
itself, to have a categorical reeaffirmation of allegiance to the historic 
faith of the Church based on the Bible and expressed in the Creeds, It 
is good, too, to see the Evangelicals in some ways, at any rate, making 
statements that suggest they may be moving away from old party positions 
to ground where they will stand closer to their fellow churchmeneee 


"Unfortunately there are other things in this statement which hold out no 
hope of greater unity inside the Church of England. There can be no 
prospect of the Church as a whole going along with the attitudes towards 
episcopacy as merely an optional administrative conveniencesse and towards 
general intercommunion as an immediate possibility. Most serious are the 


views expressed on Anglican-Methodist reunion. If the Evangelicals mean 
to stand by them then prospects for this reunion must be considered poor 
indeed." . EPS, Genev 


REPORT TO POPE ON BIRTH CONTROL 
PRINTED BY INDEPENDENT CATHOLIC JOURNAL 


(Kansas City, Mo.) ~ The texts of the long-secret recommendations sube 
mitted to Pope Paul VI by the’ Papal Commission on birth Gontrol have been 
made public here, They confirm that the majority favoured approval of 
"decent and human" means of contraception. 


The National Catholic Reporter, a liberal, independent weekly published 
by laymen, printed in its issue dated April 19, its own English trans- 
lation from the Latin of the majority and minority reports presented to 
the Pope last June and of a majority working paper. 


Robert G. Hoyt, editor of the Reporter, said the texts were obtained from a 
member of the commission, he would not identify. 
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The majority bases its argument for using means of contraception other 
than the rhythm method almost entirely on the need for fulfillment in 
marriage, which it contends includes sexual fulfillment and the right 

to plan the number of children the family can care for and prepare VE OU. 
a truly human life". 

Although acceptance of contraceptive pills has been considered an avenue 
for the church to take in abandoning its opposition to mechanical means 
of contraception, the majority did not mention the pillse 

In the minority report, the conservatives stood firmly on past teachings 
of the churches . 

The dissenting minority are quoted as declaring: "Just as already 
existing life is removed from the dominion of mang.so also in a similar 
way is human life as it comes to be." 

(Rome) = A member of the Pope's birth control advisory commission has 
confirmed that a majority of the commission favoured a change in the 
church's ban on artificial contraception. 

He saidy however, that he was unable to judge whether a report published 
by an American Roman Catholic newspaper was in fact that compiled by the 
commissions Vatican officials declined.to make any comment on the 
published reporte 

The 500“page report was passed on to the Pope's birth control comnittee 


of 15 bishops and cardinals, who in turn made a report and recommendationse 


But after long deliberation the Pope gaid last October that the experts* 
report was not sufficient, and further study was needed before he could 
make a decisions . EPS, Geneva 


MARXIST CHIDES 
cox!s "OPTIMISM" 


(Paris) w= "NT find Harvey Cox almost too optimistic about the possibilities 


for the personalisation of man in the coming technopolis", declared a 
French Marxist philosopher in a television discussion here April le 


Roger Garaudy told French televiewers that he was happy to find that the 
American theologian and author of The Secular City accepts as positive 
the values of civilisation, "not just today, but also the civilisation of 
the future that he calls 'technopolis'", 


The Marxist said he knew some American’ theologians had criticised Cox 
for imagining "a world without sin", adding that "this is certainly not 
the sort of criticism I would want.to make! 


alti 


"But he has not sufficiently seen the element of alienation, perhaps", 
continued Garaudy. 


"Underestimating alienation renders one incapable of struggling against 
ite This is perhaps the only reserve I have about Harvey Cox!s book; 
whose theology of earthly values’ seems to me the theology which is 
best suited to profound dialogue with Marxism." EPS, Geneva 


eS eee eee eee... ee 
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SURVEY SHOWS INCREASE 
IN AUSTRALIAN MISSIONARIES 


/ 
(Sydney) - A statistical survey of Australian missions reveals a major , 
increase in the number of missionaries serving overseas in recent yearse 


Produced by the Division of Mission of the Australian Counoil of Churches, 
the study reveals a rise of 1,656 in the number of missionaries between 


1959 and 1965. 


Some 4,416 clergy and lay missionaries are serving in Australian 
Aboriginal missions and elsewhere. Of this number 2,924 are laymen and 
women. i 


The survey also notes current expenditure on missionary undertakings 
totalled.A$7,069,186 in 1965, the last full year for which figures are 
available, 


Largest giving was within the Roman Catholic Church, whose mission 
bodies received $2,509,572« Mainstream Anglican and Protestant churches 
together received $2, 7325176 and other mission groups received $1,069,186, 


A total of 47 per cent of the total missionary force is at work in the 
Pacific, 22 per cent among Australian Aborigines and 20 per cent in Asia, 
But missionaries are deployed in a total of 76 countries. EPS, Geneva 


UNATTACHED YOUTH REFLECT PROBLEMS 
OF SOCIETY, CONSULTATION HEARS 


(Annecy, France) — Youth departments of five international organisations 
sponsored a Western European consultation on the "unattached" during the 
first week in April at which social workers, club_leaders and others 
engaged in youth services examined problems and possibilities of work 
with this group. i 


Understood by the term "unattached" are those young people whose needs 
are not met by the usual types of organised activities, Within, this 
group are both those who reject society (and are generally quite articu- 
late) and those who feel rejected by society and who tend to be less 
articulate. | 


Work with the unattached is still in an experimental state, it was ex- 
plained, and is being undertaken primarily by means of open-door clubs 
and detached social workers assigned to the streets, 


Sponsors of the consultation were the Youth Departments of the World 
Council of Churches and World Council of Christian Education, the World 
Student Christian Federation, and Worlds YWCA and YMCA. 


The participants, who came from eleven countries, gave vivid accounts of 
work in which they are involved in Amsterdam, Berlin, Birmingham, GLOSBOWs 
London and Parise 


Possibly the most striking statement was that of Wim Cornelissen, a Roman 
Catholic layman working with Provos in Amsterdam, who said: "We need 
them more than they need us." Although we may not like the methods they 
use to draw attention to social and economic inequalities in society, we 
need them because the older generation often refuses to look at the im- 
plications of what is happening in the world. 


A sociologist who runs an open-door club in Berlin, Ce W. Muller, spoke of 
the high percentage of young people characterised by consumer—individualismns 


in looking at club activities this group of unattached is highly selective, 
One programme may appeal but the next won?t, There is no longer a sense 
of club loyalty or responsibility. They drift in and out of clubs and 
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avoid serious personal relationships. 


Another group is the victim of the gap between rich and poor families 

in the city - between those who can get an education, jobs and decent. 
housing and those who cannot. According to Pierre Duriez of Paris, 

the standard of living in Europe may be rising, but the poor are power- 
less to secure any material benefits for themselves. These are the 
families that produce a large number of the unattached youth. Society 
gets a good conscience by making small adjustments, Duriez said, but the 
basic problems remain, 


It was recognised by the consultation that the difficulties of the un- 
attached arise out of the general social situation, and therefore their 

position is as much an indictment of society as of the youth themselves, 
, | EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Rt. Rev. Alexander Buthi, Bishop of the Reformed Church of Roumaniay 
was killed in an automobile accident last month, He had represented 

his church at the WCC's New Delhi Assembly in 1961 and at the time of his 
death was a member of the WCC Commission on World Mission and Evangelism. 
Also he had played an active role in the European Administrative Committee 
of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


* * % 


The Scottish Churches! Council has appointed as its general secretary 

the Rev. W. A. Wylie, who has been serving as .minister of the, Scots. Kirk 
in Lausanne, Switzerland since 1959, The council was founded. two,years 
ago by eight denominations and groups in order to further cooperative 
activity within Scotland, Member churches also belong to the British 
Council of Churches and have direct access to it, The new general 
secretary will have special responsibility for encouraging the missionary 
outreach of constituent churches and member organizations. 


% * * 


An Interfaith Commission on Marriage and Family Life has. been formed in 
the USA with members drawn from the National Council of Churches, the 
U.S. Catholic Conference (formerly the National Catholic Welfare Confer- 
ence), and the Synagogue Council of America, Chairman of the 18-member 
group is Rabbi Mordecai L. Brill, a staff member of the American Founda- 
tion for Religion and Psychiatry. Secretary is the Rev. William Genne, 
of the NCC's Commission on Marriage and Family. "We hear so much about 
the differences between religious groups in this area. that we need to 
affirm the 90 per cent of our stands on family life in which we agree", 
said Mr. Genne,. 


% ¥ * 


A missionary of the United Church of Christ (USA), the Rev. Neil Richards, 

aged 31, his wife, Jessie, and their son, Ross, aged four, have been 

declared prohibited immigrants by the Rhodesian Government and. given 

seven days! notice to leave the country, No order was made against the 

Richards! second son, Tendai, aged 18 months, who was born there. No 

reason has been given for the orders . 
eh a gd vant EPS, Geneva 
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ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY ASKS FOR 
JOINT WORSHIP BY TWO COMMUNIONS 


(Paris) e« The Archbishop of Canterbury has called for uninhibited joint 
worship between Roman Catholics and Anglicans in each other*s churches 
as a first step toward Christian unity. During his five days here he 
set an example by attending joint services in churches of both faiths, 


"Everywhere in the world there should be Roman Catholics and Anglicans 
joining together in worship in one another*s churches with the same 
freedom we saw in Rouen and Notre Dame this week and also in the Anglican 
churches in Paris", he said. 


"When it happens", he predicted, "it will begin to transform the (ecu- 
menical) situation", | 


Dro. Michael Ramsey made the call at a press conference ending the first 
official visit to France by a leader of the Anglican Church since 1520, 


The next step, Dr. Ramsey said, would then be serious dialogues between 
theologians on fundamental differences ("there is a great deal of common 
ground"), and a "new handling of the problem of mixed marriages", The 
Vatican*s recent modification of its position on the question was "not the 
last word", he said, 


Among the highlights of his visit to France Dr. Ramsey listed an announce~. 
ment of ecumenical studies at the Institute Catholique of Paris, intere 
faith worship in Normandy's historic Abbey of Bec, and his meeting with 
President Charles de Gaulle, EPS, Geneva 


METROPOLITAN EUGENIOS OF CRETE 
ELEVATED TO ARCHBISHOP 


(Heraklion) » During a solemn Holy Liturgy in the Cathedral of St. Menas, 
Metropolitan Eugenios of Crete was elevated to the rank of Archbishop of 
the semi-autonomous Church of Crete, according to the decision of the 
Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, 


The ceremony was presided over by Metropolitan Meliton of Cnaiceaon, 
with the participation of Metropolitan Hieronymos of Rodopolis and the 
other Bishops of Crete, and in the presence of civil and military autho-. 
rities, Representatives of other religious communities on. the island, 
as well as the chief of U.S. Army forces in Heraklion, were present, 


The World Council of Churches was represented by Archpriest George 


Tsetsis, associate secretary for Orthodox Churches, and Mr. D. Wallace 
Bell, field representative in Greece, 


Greeting the Archbishop on behalf of the WCC, Archpriest Tsetsis saids 
"This promotion takes place at a moment when the Church of Crete is 

called to play an important and constructive role in the Pan-Orthodox 

and ecumenical circles, We, in the WCC, are very happy because the 
Archbishopric of Creve starts the new page of its glorious history with 

an important ecumenical meeting, that of the WCC Central Committee, We 
are sure that the ecumenical experience of the Cretan hierarchs will 
contribute greatly to the success of the Central Committee meeting so that 
it becomes a new starting point in the relations of our Orthodox Church 
with the other sister churches for the glory of Jesus Christ," 


EPS, Geneva 


wcec*s U.S. CONFERENCE DISCUSSES 
CONVERSION, SOCIAL JUSTICE 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pa.) ~ Some 200 Protestant and Orthodox leaders from 
28 United States church bodies attended the three-day annual meeting of 
the U.S. Conference for the WCC which centered on the question of 
Christian conversion in a non-Christian world. 


The Rev. William A. Norgren, exeoutive director of the Faith and Order 
Department of the National Council of Churches, said the idea of saving 
a soul would probably horrify most residents of a modern suburban 
development. 


The activist elements in American Christianity no longer concentrate on 
conversion, he said, However, the seriousness of conversion must be 
recognised because modern man still asks questions regarding the nature of 
God and man, 


At the same time, he questioned why conversion experiences today seem to 
lead people away from social action rather than towards it, "Tt would 

appear", he said, "that it is because Christian groups in which the cone 
version phenomenon is still stressed tend to be socially and politically 
conservative", 


New understandings of social questions would appear "to call for a 
theology of conversion adequate to the present day", he stated, 


Dr. William Schneirla of St. Mary's Syrian Antiochian Church, Brooklyn, 
New York, noted that the Orthodox tradition contains "examples of all 
the major senses in which conversion (is understood). 


"Men are converted, cleansed and forgiven that they may attain or re- 
cover citizenship in the Kingdom of God", he said, "But these graces 
are conferred by the sacraments which testablish order, measure and law 
in the domain of the spiritual life’, They are far removed from. the 
emotional experience of personal change and assurance claimed for cone 
version in wide areas of Western Christianity from John Wesley to World 
War Let! 


At the same time, he said, "something akin to conversion in this latter 
sense has existed in Orthodoxy apparently from the beginning, changing 
men and initiating intensified devotional and ascetic lives but without 
any suggestion that it is more than a private experience", 


Dr, Richard R,. Caemmerer, of Concordia Lutheran Seminary in St. Louis, 
Mo,, defined conversion as "that kind of change through the Holy Spirit's 
activity in the intellect, will and heart of man whereby he is able to 
accept the offered grace", 


We must again reeemphasise the New Testament claim that "every Christian 
plays a crucial role in the transplanting of the Christian faith from 
person to person", he said, 


A major address on "Conversion and Life in Wholeness" was given by Dr. 
D. T. Niles, executive secretary of the East Asia Christian Conference. 


Christians make several affirmations about the world, he said. And 
-these determine what it means to live in wholeness, to be converted. 

They believe this is a created world and man is dependent on God. How 
to bring men to acknowledge this dependence and make it the foundation of. 
their living is the question. 


Christians also believe this is a fallen world « it is not following the 
purpose for which it was made, 


"We need to challenge men not only to personal conversion, but to accept 
their place in God's mission to make this fallen world to live again < 
more 
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wholeness", Dr. Niles stated, "Personal conversion is directed outwards 
to creation in its cry for wholeness," . 


By saying this is a redeemed world, we point to the total activity of God 
- all that He has done, is doing, and will do, Wholeness is not simply 
something which determines a Christian programme of service and action, 
but it is available now as a gift which sustains both the worshipping 
Christian and the Christian community. 


Dr. Bugene L. Smith, executive secretary of the U.S. Conference, noted that 
ecumenical circles had focused more sharply during the last year on evan- 
gelism and international economic justice, The churches? obligation to 
service in international affairs "is rooted in the love of God. for-all 
men", he said, ths 


"The defence of all that is human and identification with all that is 
truly humane is a matter of driving urgency today." 


In line with the conference theme, Dr. Smith said that "one crucial test 
of Christian conversion is whether one sees Christ as Lord of all the 
nations, as well as the individuals within them", 


Another speaker on international affairs was David Cort, a member of the 
legal department of the Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company. He listed three 
major contributions business can make to the discharge of America's res-~ 
ponsibility for economic’ development of underdeveloped countries: The 
food=growing, processing and distribution industry has "a tremendous role" 
to play in meeting world food needs, Business enterprise has much to 

teach our own government and other governments about the selection, planning 
and launching of worthwhile development projects, Management know-how 


should be communicated to those responsible for the industrialisation of 
developing countries, 


The conference also heard from the Rev. Bruce Hilton, director of the Delta 
Ministry in Mississippi, a programme sponsored by the National Council of 
Churches and supported by several member churches of the WCG, 

Mr. Hilton said his group sees "daily proof" in Mississippi that "the 
Government of this country is not yet committed to feeding the poor and 
freeing the oppressed within its own borders", 


Only those who have known hunger can appreciate "the irony of reading in’a 
Delta newspaper about President Johnson's promises to feed the poor and. 


free the oppressed - in Punta del Este ~ while the Agriculture Department 
is defending the status quo in Mississippi", 


Recently three U.S. senators visited the Delta, After seeing the condi- 
tions they called for "massive Federal aid" and demanded the area be 
designated a disaster area, However, two top Agriculture Department 
officials immediately challenged their assessment, 


Other speakers included Margaret Mead, noted anthropologist; the Rev. 
Philip Potter, director of the WCC Division of World Mission and Evangelism; 
and M. M. Thomas, an Indian layman who heads the Christian Institute for 
the Study of Religion and Society in Bangalore, India, . 


EPS, Geneva 
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IRELAND*S DECISION TO JOIN 
TWO UNIVERSITIES TERMED "REVOLUTIONARY" 


(Dublin) - The Irish Government's decision to join Queen Elizabeth's 
Trinity College and John Henry Newman’s Catholic University College into 
one new University of Dublin has been termed "one of the most revolue 
tionary happenings in Ireland since Easter, 1916. 


"Once it has been implemented, Irish society will never be quite the 
same: it may even be changed utterly", wrote W. L. Webb in The Guardian 
> REN ree Me Re 


At a press conference Mr. O'Malley, the Minister of Education, announced 
that the new university would have Catholic and Protestant faculties of 
theology. 


He also. stated that he had neither sought nor obtained "any assurance from 
the (Catholic) hierarchy that the 'ban* will be removed", The ban is 
that placed on the entry of Dublin Catholics to Trinity by Dr. McQuaid, 
Archbishop of Dublin, t 


Mr. O'Malley stated the case for integration primarily on the economics 
of the situation, The country urgently.needs to expand higher education, 
and it cannot afford the duplication of effort in Dublin, especially in 
provision for the teaching of science, 


Legislation will be required to bring about integration, and one source 
stated that the Government's most optimistic date for getting it through 
is October 1968, 


The Protestant University is one of the oldest in the British Isles, 
having been founded in the sixteenth century by Queen Elizabeth I. Until 
now it has been closely associated with the Anglican Church. The 
Catholic university was established in 1908 as a concession by the Liberal 
Government in London to the Irish in their fight for home rule, 

EPS, Geneva 


FINNISH FREE CHURCH GROUP 
HOPES FOR NEW LAW 


(Helsinki) - Free Churchmen in Finland have renewed hope that Parliament 
will change the law which forbids members of Free Churches from teaching 
religion in the country's public school system. 


The law permits only Lutheran church members to teach religion, since the 
state church is Lutheran. The effect of the law is to prevent members 
of other churches from teaching anywhere in the rural areas of Finland, 
where one=teacher schools exist. . 


Since religion is a mandatory subject, it must be taught in all schools, 
The 300 teachers who belong to Free Church groups are concentrated in 
larger schools, where a substitute teacher of Lutheran affiliation can 
come in to handle religious instruction, 


A member of Parliament from Helsinki has introduced a motion to change the 
present law. Since he is director of a professional education centre, it 
is felt that his support may have some weight. 


Also, the archbishop of the Lutheran church has indicated a friendly 
interest in the proposed change. EPS, Geneva 
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PERMIT TRAINING OF RABBIS ABROAD, 
U.S. MISSION URGES RUSSIANS 


(New York) « Judaism in the Soviet Union faces possible extinction unless 
some arrangement can be worked out for the training of rabbis, an intere 
religious group predicted after a 16-day visit to Russia, 


It was the second such trip behind the Iron Curtain for representatives 
of the Appeal of Conscience Foundation, who made an earlier visit in 
February 1966, 


Members of the recent mission were Rabbi Arthur Schneisr of Park East 
Synagogue in New York; Dr. Harold A, Bosley, minister of Christ Church 
(Methodist); Father Daniel Flaherty, executive editor of the Catholic 
weekly America; and former Congressman Francis E, Dorn, 


Despite the bleak prospects for Judaism in the USSR, the members of the 
mission were optimistic because of a concession they extracted from a 
Soviet official, Peter Makartsev, member of Council on Religious Affairs 
of the Soviet Council of Ministers, agreed "in principle" to a proposal 

to allow young men aspiring to be rabbis to attend seminaries in other 
countries, the mission reported, 


There are only three rabbis to serve the 43 million Jews in the USSR -. 
Rabbi Yehuda Leib Levin of Moscow, 74 years old; Rabbi Lubanov of 
Leningrad, 86 years 01d; and Rabbi Israel Schwarzblatt of Odessa, 54 
years old. 


Rabbi Schneier said the mission explained the situation to Mr, Makartsev, 
"and suggested that since the yeshiva (theological seminary) in Moscow 

is still not functioning, that for the time being Jewish students be 
given permission to study at seminaries in Europe, as Russian Orthodox 
and Baptist seminarians are ellowed to do. 


"Mr, Makartsev agreed in principle", Rabbi Schneier said. 


The mission is working on a definite plan which would involve establishe 
ment of 25 scholarships at Jewish theological seminaries in Kurope, 
probably in France or England, EPS, Geneva 


FIRST CHURCH IN PAKISTAN'S CAPITAL 
MAY BE ECUMENICAL 


(Islamabad, Pakistan) » The President of Pakistan has granted a plot of 
land in this new capital city on which the first Christian church will 
be erected, It is scheduled to be a combined venture of the West 
Pakistan Christian Council and the Roman Catholic Church, 


According to the Rt. Rev. Chandu Ray, Anglican Bishop of Karachi, the 
Council of Churches had earlier authorised him to negotiate for the land 
and to approach the Roman Catholic Bishop about the possibility of 
erecting a church that could be used by both groups. 


The Rt. Rev. N, Hattinga, Roman Catholic Bishop of Rawalpindi, reported 


that authorities in Rome had granted permission for a joint project in 
Islamabad, 


An italian artist suggested constructing two basement Chapels, one on 
either Side of the main church, which could be used for liturgical 
services of the two groups on ordinary Sundays, The main body of the 


church would be used for Special services such as national days of prayer, 


ordinations, and funerals, EPS, Geneva 
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SOUTH AFRICAN MINISTERS CRITICISE 
"WILD, INACCURATE" TEXTBOOK 


(Cape Town) - Two ministers of the Dutch Reformed Church have condemned 
"wild and inaccurate" statements in a civics textbook approved for cire 
culation in South African high schools. 


The statements are based on "right-wing propaganda" and made the book 
unfit for use in schools, according to Prof. Ben Marais of Pretoria 
University's Theological faculty, and Dr. J. P. H. van Rooyen of the 
Parkhurst congregation in Johannesburg, 


Singled out for special criticism was a statement that 7,000 ministers 

hn the United States are Communists, The book also claims that the 

World Council of Churches "is infiltrated by Communists who have virtually 
gained control of the modern ecumenical movement", 


Prof, Marais, who has visited the U.S. several. times in recent years, 
said that nothing remotely approaching the infiltration described in the 
book had ever happened, "even during the late fifties. when Communist ins 
filtration in American churches reached its peak", 


Dr. van Rooyen said the statement about 7,000 American Communist ministers 
had been taken from the magazine The American Mercur » where it. was made 
by J. B. Matthews in 1953, He said that Dr. Matthews was an assistant to 
the late Sen. Joseph McCarthy, and that "an American President personally 
intervened because of this statement and Dr. Matthews was forced to resign, 
He later became a leader of the John Birch Society and died last year." 


‘South African parents should be greatly concerned that these distortions 
by right-wing American groups have now penetrated our schools", he said, 
. EPS, Geneva 


APARTHEID TERMED "SICK OBSESSION" 
BY METHODIST JOURNAL 


(Cape Town) « Many South Africans have a "sick obsession" with apartheid 
and separate development of the races, according to The Methodist Churchman, 
organ of the Methodist Church in South Africa, 


"There appears to be no end of attempts to close every avenue of approach 
to a Christian viewpoint on race relations’, it said, TL 28. Cl Oar ae 
we are being conditioned to these policies by a number of considerations. 


"There is fear, in the hearts of members of all races who oppose this 
policy and suffer from it, that any protest against these hardships and 
injustices will result in some form of victimization. 


"The average Christian, in these circumstances, is guilty of spineless 
Christianity," 


The Methodist Churchman criticised "textbooks designed to pattern the 
thinking of a new generation", including one which denounces the World 
Council of Churches as a "Communist»inspired organization". EPS, Geneva 
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AUSTRALIAN PRIMATE MAKES THREE~POINT 
PROPOSAL ON VIETNAM 


(Brisbane) - The Anglican Primate of Australia, the Most Rev, Philip 
Strong, has called on the Western Allies to prevent any escalation of the 
Vietnam war, which, he said, could lead to World War III. 


In a prepared statement he supported the recent call by the Australian 
Roman Catholic hierarchy for peace in Vietnam. 


The Primate*s statement made three specific suggestions, in addition to 
a national call for continuing and deepening prayers for peace: 


- New peace initiatives should continue to be taken until the fighting 
stopped and both sides went to the conference, table; 


~ There should be no escalation of the war; 


~ Australian civil aid should be increased immediately in Vietnam and all 
of Southeast Asia, The aim should be to improve living standards to 
remove potential causes of war in the region, he said, It..would be 
tragic to fail in this. 


The statement came at a time when the war was clearly in the Australian 
limelight - another group of.20-year~olds was being called for National 
Service (and assignment to Vietnam); the annual relief of Australian 
units was being started with an airlift of chartered civilian airliners; 
and the U.S, was examining facilities in Sydney and Brisbane to locate: 
rest, and recuperation centres for 60,000 American servicemen a year. 


EPS, Geneva 


BRITISH SCM. SUPPORTS 
"VIETNAM WEEK" 


(London) ~ The General Council of the Student Christian Movement of Great 
Britain has recommended to its 300 branches that they participate in 


"Vietnam Week", a joint protest against the war scheduled by a number of 
British organizations for the latter part of June, 


It was also suggested that local. churches and: councils of churches be asked 


to designate June 25 as "Vietnam Sunday", when special prayers may be 
offered for Vietnam, | | 


SCM delegates to the British Council of Churches were scheduled to ask 

that body to request member churches to arrange "open-air ecumenical 
services" where possible, and support local and national activities of 
Vietnam Week specifically the specialists lobbies of Parliament June 26-28, 


The SCM Executive Committee was asked to organise a national day of fasting 


by the branches, as a means of identifying with the Vietnamese people and 
raising funds for medical aid, EPS, Geneva 


BIBLE. TRANSLATION WORK 
PROCEEDS IN VIETNAM 


(Saigon) ~ In spite of war-induced difficulties, translators are pressing 
ahead with a version of the New Testament in Vietnamese, in addition to 
their work in a number of tribal languages, 


The Rev, Edward A. Cline, Bible Society secretary in Vietnam, reports that 


more than 700,000 Scriptures were circulated in 1966, but the demand was 
far from satisfied, 


Production of Luke 15 has been undertaken in ten tribal languages, for which 
no portion of the Bible is yet available, Most of the editions are illu 
strated and have the tribal language alongside Vietnamese. 
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LWF WORLD SERVICE COMMISSION 
APPROVES $4 MILLION PROGRAMME 


(Oslo) #» More than $4 million will be sought for a global programme of 
relief, service to refugees, interechurch aid and related projects 
during the year 1968 by the Commission on World Service of the Lutheran 
World eran a bAOs This is the largest figure sought during the 
Commission’s 15 years. of operation. 


A broad range of projects = totalling $4,176,450 — would aid neaite in a 
countries in Europe, the Near East, Africa and Asia. 


In the current year, Lutherans over the world have been asked to under~ 
write projects costing some $3.7 million. In addition, other 1967 
programmes totalling about $300,000 were approved at the Commission's — 
annual meeting. 


Both Dr. Paul ©. Empie, general secretary of the USA National Committee of 
the LWF who is Commission chairman, and Dr. Bruno Muetzelfeldt, director 
of the Department of World Service, called attention to the expansion and 
development of interschurch aid since the LWF was formed 20 years ago. 


At first a mainly American response to the needs of Western Europeans 
after World War II, the service programme has achieved active support 
from 13 LWF national committees and relief organizations, 


Largest amounts in the 1968 "statement of needs" are for refugee proe 
grammes in five areas. These are Hong Kong, $975,000; Jordan $551,000; 
Tanzania, $548,000; India, $362,000, and Zambia, $209,000, EPS, Geneva 


BRAZILIAN PRESIDENT RECEIVES 
BIBLE SOCIETY REPRESENTATIVES 


(Brasilia) » President Arthur Costa e Silva of Brazil and the heads of the 
Senate, the House of Representatives and the High Court of Justice exe 
pressed considerable interest in ProtestanteRoman Catholic cooperation in 
Scripture translation when.they received a delegation of Bible Society 
officials at the beginning of April. 


Dr. Olivier Béguin, general secretary of the United Bible Societies, to» 
gether with Prof. Ewaldo Alves of the Brazilian Bible Society and the Rev. 
B. J. Tidball, Latin America secretary of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, presented the President with an especially inscribed copy of the 
Bible, 


The delegation encountered the same interest among church leaders and 
Protestant members of the Congress whom they met, 


The Bible Society of Brazil was recently granted the status of a Social 
Service, which makes gifts from individuals tax deductible. EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC CENSUS FINDS 60 PER CENT 
UNDER 25 YEARS OLD | 


(Lansing, Mich.) - Nearly 60 per cent of the Roman Catholics in the Diocese 
of Lansing are under the age of 25, according to the results of a census 
released by Bishop Alexander Zaleski. The capital of Michigan, Lansing 

is situated in the centre of the state. 


Out of the 241,044 Catholics in the Lansing diocese, 143,862 are under 25, 
Slightly more than 47 per cent are under 18, 


"It becomes clear", the prelate said, "that the needs of the Catholic Church 
in this diocese = in schools, parishes and priests - could well double 
within a’ generation", 


(more ) 
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Examination of the census results showed more females in the diocese than 
males = 135,475 against 133,940. 


It was also reported that 25,564 non=Catholics live in the households 
covered by the census. Most of these were partners in mixed marriages. 
EPS, Geneva 


TOURISM SEEN AS AID TO UNITY 
BY METROPOLITAN EMILIANOS . 


(Rome) » A positive view of tourism was taken by Metropolitan Emilianos 
Timiadis, representative of the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople 
to the World Council of Churches, when he addressed the recent Congress 
on the Spiritual Values of Tourism held here April 1821. 


"Ecumenism can greatly benefit from a properly conceived tourism", said 
Metropolitan Emilianos. "This enormous movement of travellers can draw 
the spirits of peoples closer and re-establish the unity of the human 
race which has been disrupted through egoismn." 


Unfortunately, we are not ready for the "leisure civilization", the Greek 

prelate noted. As proof, he cited the concentration of vacations within 
a limited time period, the tendency to overcome boredom by recreating the 
noisy atmosphere of everyday life, and the great expense to which many ga- 
for vacations out of all proportion to the result obtained, ; 


"Tourism must be Christianised and sanctified", he said. "The place of 
the Church is not on the sidelines: she must be where her flock is! 
This requires the common effort of all the churches with a view to re- 
interpreting the Eternal," 


Some 70 Protestants, Anglicans and Orthodox attended the international 
congress sponsored by the Vatican and the International Union of Official 
Travel Organizations. The year 1967 has been designated by the U.N. 


as International Tourist Year under the theme "Tourism: Passport. to 
Peace", 


The WCC was represented by Ralph Young, executive secretary of the 
Department on the Laity, EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN BROADCASTERS SET 
ASSEMBLY IN 1968 


(London) ~ The programme for the first assembly of the World Association 
for Christian Broadcasting to be held since the organization was founded 
in 1963 was determined by the Executive Committee when it met here April 
1921. Theme of the meeting, to. be held in Oslo in June of 1968, is 
"The Media and the Mission - A Creative Tension?" 


Speakers will include Klaus von Bismarck of the German Broadcasting 
System, and Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary. 


The executive also voted financial assistance to a conference of broad= 
casting experts in India, a Japanese researcher in China, research on TV 
in Kenya, and a broadcasting project in Liberia, 


WACB includes broadcasting agencies and churches in all parts of the world, 
Members of the executive came from all six continents. EPS, Geneva 
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DELEGATES FAIL TO AGREE 
ON CHURCH'S CHANGING ROLE 


(San Juan, Puerto Rico) ~ Some 100 representatives of the Episcopal 

Church from the U.S. and parts of Latin America met here for a five-day 
conference on the Church's changing role in Latin America, but were unable 
to agree on the nature of the changes to be dealt with, 


Both laymen and clergy participated in the conference, sponsored by the 
church's Executive Council, 


| 


A brief statement of findings said participants "have discovered that 
there are areas of profound disagreement about the nature of the economic, 
political and social issues present within the societies of the Americas, 


"We despair of pat answers", the statement declared, "As a group we do 
not possess the competence to propose technical solutions to the complex 
issues confronting individuals, organizations and institutions. Yet we 
realise that failure to solve these issues threatens these societies with 


social disintegration and the consequent limitation of freedom and develop= 
ment." 


The church must exercise "a much greater degree of responsibility, flexi~ 
bility, autonomy, and mutuality in the use of resources both human and 
material", the participants said, rath 


One of the speakers was Msgr. Ivan Illich, S.J., director of the Roman 
Catholic Center of Intercultural Documentation in Cuernavaca, Mexico. 
| EPS, Geneva 


239 AMENDMENTS PROPOSED 
IN RELIGIOUS LIBERTY LAW 


(Madrid) ~- No less than 239 amendments have been proposed in the text of 
the "religious liberty" bill which has long been awaited by Spain's 
Protestants and Jews, 


The Cortes (Parliament) commission working on the bill have received the 
final amendment, and now plan a plenary meeting to reject or accept each 
suggested revision. It promises to be a long, drawn-out procedure. 


Article I, which defines the fundamental principles of the legislation, 
spurred introduction of 28 amendments. 


Twenty-two more were offered for Article 5 which, among other things, holds 
that noneCatholics and agnostics in the Spanish armed forces are not 
obliged to attend Catholic services or to take oaths in a form other than 
those in accord with their own convictions. 


Article 15, covering government recognition of non-Catholic worship, and 
Article 21, defining conditions for public and private non=Catholic worship, 
drew 11 Oe thea es each, EPS, Geneva 


CANADIAN UNION COMMITTEE | 
FAVOURS LOCAL, REGIONAL DIALOGUES 


(Toronto) ~ The Anglican and the United Church's general commission on union 
is encouraging local and regional meetings of members of the two denomina- 
tions in Canada for study and dialogue leading to unity. : 


The commission, composed of 20 representatives of each denomination, also 
will approach the boards of Christian education to ask that information 


about both churches and their ultimate union be included in the church 
school curriculum, 


The commission meeting was the first since the United Church approved the 
Principles of Union in September; the Anglicans approved in 1965. EPS. Geneva 
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PUT AN END TO PARISH ISOLATION, 
FRENCH LUTHERANS URGE 


(Strasbourg) = A plea for participation in the life of the Universal 
Church, not just the local parish, is contained in a pamphlet to be 
published by the two Lutheran churches of France. 


The content of the pamphlet was approved at the joint assembly of the 
Lutheran bodies held here April 15 and 16. Guests from other churches 
included the President of the French Protestant Federation, the Rev. 
Charles Westphal. 


"A parish in isolation is a parish in danger of wasting away, of living 
unto itself", said a message to pastors drafted by the assembly. "There 
must be a current of communication which passes from parish to parish, from 
local to regional bodies and vice versa, This is not primarily a matter 
of organization but of spirit." , . : 


Encouraging participation in the Universal Church, the statement said: 
"Relations with the Lutheran World Federation and the World Council ‘of 
Churches are not a matter of committees. They must find concrete ex- 
pression in the life of the parishes," 


A number of practical suggestions for improving communication between 
various organisms of the Church were suggested, EPS, Geneva 


ENGLISH PRESBYTERIAN MEMBERSHIP 
LOWEST IN THIS CENTURY 


(London) ~ Membership of the Presbyterian Church of England last year 
dropped to its lowest point in the 20th century. 


The denomination's annual report cited a "substantial. decrease" of L432) sv 
during 1966, bringing total membership. to 66,187. 


The Rev. A. L. Macarthur, general-secretary, said the 1966 decrease was: 
the largest in a single year since World War II. 


Delegates to the General Assembly will receive the report for discussion at 
their meeting in Manchester, May 8-12, 


In contrast to: the diminished membership was the substantial nhfiigcine Lake 
giving by members last year. "Income at $2,638,951 is the highest in 
our. history", said Mr. Macarthur, 


"The number of children under instruction has increased by 588, the first 
increase in that figure for many years. While the number admitted to 
membership for the first time is less by'17 than in 1965; the big rary 
recorded in 1964 and 1965 has not continued," 


Mr. MacArthur said it would be unrealistic not to relate some of the 


figures quoted to the impact of discussions about church union "and to the 


general decline in strong denominational loyalties, 


"It would also be wrong not to see a reflection of the questioning going 
on throughout all the churches of the significance of the institutional 
church and even of the fundamentals of the faith," EPS, Geneva 
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FOREGO NUCLEAR WEAPONS, 
BRITISH COUNCIL URGES GOVERNMENT 


(Hoddesdon, Hor tdypinglaid) - The British Council of Churches has called 
on its government to abandon all ideas of possessing an independent 
nuclear deterrent. 


In a resolution passed at the council's half yearly meeting here it was 
suggested that in order to secure a satisfactory nonyproliferation 
agreement, ,Britain should be prepared to forego the posséssion of its 
own nuclear weapons, 


At the same time Britain should strive to restrict nuclear weapons to 
_ those governments which already have them, namely the U.S., U.S.S.R., 

and China. This was held to be a step towards international control 
and ultimate abolition. 


These two steps were urged by the council as a way of promoting "adher- 
ence to the non=-proliferation treaty by non-nuclear states", and a way 
of helping the European Community develop on a nonenuclear basis. 


The resolution was adopted on April 19 with one dissentient vote, 


In other actions the British Council proposed that medical termination of 
pregnancies should be permitted where continuance of those pregnancies 
would involve serious, risk to the life, or grave injury to the physical 
or mental health,of the mother. 


The motion recorded serious doubts, however, about any nee grounds for 
abortion. 


Establishment of an interdenominational working group to study the relatione 
ship of British Christians and Jews was reported to the Council. An 
eleven-member working group has been set,up and is to prepare a statement 
from the standpoint of British Christians which can be brought to the WCC 
Assembly at Uppsala. The group is chaired by the Rev. Basil Barkham, a 
Presbyterian. . 


"Covenant for Union" proposed 


The four churches in England now aopmoaohine crucial decisions about union 
should take the lead in working out the actual terms of a "covenant for 
union" - provided they could be sure there was sufficient agreement among 
them on matters of faith and order to warrant commitment to such a solemn 

pledge. 


This was the gist of a report Gigs Ffaq "Covenant = Commitment before God" 
which came to the British Council of Churches, Issued by a standing 
conference of all the major non-Roman churches in England, the report said 
once they had agreed ‘to the covenant, the participating churches "would 
have taken a decisive step on the road to full church union", And it 
suggested that the covenant be sealed in "a solemn act of worship" ina 
church such as Westminster Abbey. a 


Having entered into a covenant, the churches would then be under an ohli-~ 
gation to formulate firm proposals for securing organic unity and imple~ 
menting the Lund principle of "acting together in all matters except those 
in which deep differences of conviction compel them to act separately", 


If the recommendation of the 1964 Nottingham Faith and Order Conference 
was followed, the date set for organic unity would be 1980, 


Commenting, éditoriallyy New Christian of April 20 said: "A formal 
covenant and a target date for reunion could well challenge the whole 
Church to place unity at the head of its agenda." EPS, Geneva 
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ROME'S LAITY COUNCIL 
SETS ITSELF TWO TASKS 


(Rome) » The Council on the Laity, set up by Pope Paul last January ,— 
determined at its first meeting (April 13-20) two major tasks on which 
it will concentrate, as well as roles it will not assume. 


Promoting and facilitating dialogue petween the Holy See, the hierarchy 


and the laity, between lay activity on international and national levels 
was seen as a central task. 


Secondly, the Council felt it must assist Catholic laymen everywhere to 
take their share of responsibility for the Church*s mission in the world. 


The Council will not be a directive agency for Catholic lay organi-« 
zations. Nor will it act as a court of appeals for decisions affecting 
the lay apostolate, or as a "watch dog" on lay activities. 


The forthcoming Congress for the Lay Apostolate in October is expected 
to provide important material on which the Council's future activity 
will be based. | EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


A fraternal exchange in which leaders of the Russian Orthodox Church 

are to be guests of the Church of the Brethren (USA) has been rescheduled 
for November. The délegation from. the Soviet Union, headed by 
Metropolitan Nikodim, originally planned their visit for April. 


% %* * 


A new centre for the University Student Association of the Armenian 
Church,was inaugurated recently in Beirut under the patronage of His 
Holiness Catholicos Khoren I of Cilicia, The Association, founded four 
years ago by Bishop Karekin Sarkissian, aims to give Armenian students a 
sound knowledge of the faith, liturgy, history, and culture of their 
church, to deepen their spiritual life, to provide group activities and 
opportunities for service. 


* * * 


Miss Sue Thompson of Missouri has been appointed by the Foreign Mission 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention (USA) for service in Nigeria. 
She is the first Negro chosen for regular missionary service by the board 
in 84 years, From .time to time the board had sent out Negroes on shorte 
term assignments. However, publications of the Convention had been 


advocating full-time appointments of Negro missionaries when they meet 
customary conditions for selection. 


% * * 


CORRECTION. In response to our report on Rhodesian education headed 
"Rhodesia drops support for church schools" (EPS No. 2), the Christian 
Council of Rhodesia informs us that the story should have reads. 


"In the future the Rhodesian Government will not subsidise new church- 
operated elementary schools for African children, And only local 
government authorities will have the right to erect new aided schools, 


"Existing schools will continue to receive aid towards the cost:of 
teachers? salaries, The churches had always Supplied buildings, 
furniture and other necessary equipment," 


EPS, Geneva 
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AMERICA*S VIETNAM POLICY THREATENS 
HUMAN SURVIVAL, DR. BLAKE WARNS 


(Norwalk, Connecticut) ~ "American policy and action in Vietnam is the. 
greatest danger to human survival with the exception of the present 
policy and action of the Peoples Republic of China", Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, general secretary of the WCC, told an ecumenical gathering of 
1,000 persons in the Norwalk High School auditorium on April 26, 


In one of the strongest statements he has made to date, the WCC leader 
said that each escalation of U.S. military force increasingly isolates 
her from the rest of the world, Unable to distinguish friend from, foe 
and caught in a dilemma which makes any decision increasingly difficult, 
the U.S. seems to be stumbling on towards final disaster, 


He criticised U.S. policy as being increasingly unilateral and less and 
less supported by the peoples and governments who were formerly "our 
allies in resisting Communist aggression". 


‘The disastrous difference in our position in the world since President 
Kennedy's assasination when the whole world mourned with us, and today 
when our President and Vice President dare not appear anywhere in the 
world without maximum security measures, illustrates what is happening’ 
to.us", Dr. Blake said, "Even those governments which share our fear 
of Communist aggression dare not fully and publicly support us because 
of the almost hysterical fears of their people of what we will do next," 


Dr. Blake pointed out that the editorial pages of the great free world 
newspapers, including those in the U.S., are almost all against the 
‘present U.S. policy, "We heed not one word of warning", he said, 
"and month by month we are more and more alone", 


The WCC leader conceded that "we have the military power to obliterate 
Vietnam = North and South, But when the swamps of the Mekong Delta 
are filled with dead Vietnamese and when the flower of our youth lies 
dead with them, what victory will have been won? 


"The more force we use, the weaker become our best ideals, The picture 
of a great and wealthy nation mobilising each month more and more of its 
unparalleled technological might to bring a tiny, long-suffering, dark- 
Skinned nation to capitulation means clearly that the more we win, the 
more we lose, And each American soldier dead or wounded is a useless 
sacrifice," . 


He. further criticised U.S. policy because it is delaying economic and 
social development in Vietnam, the U.S. and the whole world. 


"The Vietnam war is our excuse not to use our resources to win the war 
against poverty in the cities, not to establish racial justice, not to 
Share sufficient resources to establish justice in Africa, Latin America, 
or the rest of Asia", he said, 


Dr. Blake strongly urged the following: 


~ stop bombing Vietnam, This escalation has already been proved wrong 
. Militarily and psychologically, 


~ make it clear that we will not impose our peace upon Vietnam, A 
Korea=type settlement is no longer possible, soon even a neutralising 
of Southeast Asia will be impossible. | . 


- agree with our allies in Asia and Europe that we will accept any peace 
they will develop, | 


*- agree to put our full effort to getting to the negotiating table. 


(nore) ° 
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Discussing the Christian position on peace which is now rapidly developing 
in the ecumenical movement, Dr, Blake indicated it is not merely the 
absence of war, but it is a peace based upon justice and freedom, 


"The present-day possibility of thermonuclear war, and the total 
destruction of Civilisation by new weapons, makes peace in a new sense 

e necessity for men. War among the nations is no longer a live option", 
e said, ; 


Another growing ecumenical consensus? a world of independent, sovereign 
nations under no enforceable law and.no morality must give way to one 
worldewide community of all humanity. 


There is growing hope as the cold war slowly recedes that responsible men 
e both humanist and theist « will learn how to compete in the service of 
humanity, instead of destroying all humanity in ideological conflict, 


True Christian faith is not an ideology, he said, God is greater than 
our understanding of Him. Men will be won back to belief in God when 
those who have faith begin to obey God rather than using Him as a club 
against the;,Communists. 


According to Dr. Blake, the growing ecumenical consensus holds that 
Christians must give up the old triumphalist hope of dominating the world 
and must win men to, the authentic way of. Christ to serve the world. 


Dr. Blake said that the ideas he expressed "are not official WCC 
positions but are cénvictions increasingly shared with the ecumenical 
elements of all Christian churches, including the Roman Catholic: Church", 


The Norwalk ‘meeting was sponsored by the councils of churches and minis- 
terial associations in several Connecticut cities, as well as the Roman 
Catholic ecumenical committees of Fairfield County. The WCC leader 
continues to: maintain a home in nearby New Canaan, Connecticut, EPS, Geneva 


REFORMED CHURCH ORDERS TEMPORARY 
SUSPENSION OF DR, GEYSER 


(Cape Town)>« Professor A. S. Geyser, lecturer in theology at 
Witwatersrand University, Johannesburg, one of the plaintiffs in a libel 
action against Professor A. D. Pont, has been suspended temporarily from 
acting as a.minister-of the Nederduitse Hervormde Kerk, smallest of the 
three Reforined Churches in South Africa, 


Action of the denomination's General Commission is directly related toa 
court action brought by Dr. Geyser and Dr. C. F. Beyers Naude against 
Prof. Pont in Rand Supreme Court (EPS Noso7,:8, 9, 10, and Lads | 


Dr. Geyser was informed of his temporary suspension by letter, It means 
that for the duration of his suspension he is forbidden to preach or cone 
duct services in hig church, nor is he eligible to fulfill any of his 
normal ministerial duties. | 


He is expected to be called before the General Synod upon conclusion of the 
court case, ,and will be asked to explain his reasons for bringing action. 
against Prof. Pont.: He could: be reinstated or permanently suspended as 
& ministers. EPS, Geneva 
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ORTHODOX PATRIARCH WARNS 
AGAINST INTERCOMMUNION 


(New York) » Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras of Constantinople, supreme 
leader of Eastern Orthodoxy, has issued an encyclical reminding Orthodox 
that "“intercommunion between the Orthodox Church and other churches does 
not as yet exist". 


He said that the occasional use of Protestant, Catholic and other non# 
Orthodox churches for the celebration of the Orthodox liturgy was a 
"matter of necessity". 


The Patriarch stated that the Christian unity movement "continues to 
proceed toward its objective purposes, and nothing can stop its tremendous 
march forward until that time when our Lord will give that unity to His 
holy church which will materialise when we meet together to partake from 
the same Holy Ohalice of His sacred Flesh and Blood", 


As a result of this unity effort, he said, "the impression was created 
that Orthodox Christians could confess and receive Communion from Roman 
Catholic priests or;from clergymen of other church denominations, and 

the reverseralso applied in that non-Orthodox could receive the sacraments 
from our Orthodox priests. 


"This phenomenon having been the object of great attention and study at 

a meeting of.our Holy Synod, it was decided that through a pertinent | 
encyclical sent to the most reverend archbishops and metropolitans of the 
Ecumenical Throne, our devout Orthodox communicants should be informed 
that the use of Roman Catholic, Protestant and other churches for the 
celebration of the divine liturgy, in areas where Greek Orthodox churches 
do not exist, is a matter of necessity." 


This, he added "does not mean that our Orthodox faithful may receive the 
grace of the sacraments from a non-Orthodox priest since no decision of 
this kind was ever taken by the Orthodox Church and since intercommunion 
between the Orthodox Church and other churches does not as yet exist". 
EPS, Geneva 


CALL FOR DIALOGUE ON RELIGIOUS » ISSUES 
DIVIDING JEWS AND CHRISTIANS 1 


(Lyon) » It is time for'a real, dialogue between Jews and Christians 
addressing itself to specifically religious questions, Jacques Madaule 
stated at the general assembly!of the French National Congress of Jewishe 
Christian Friendship held here April 16, 


The exchange of information and voicing of pious sentiments is no longer 
sufficient, he said. It is necessary to work out a programme, adopt 
precise methods of work and invent a common vocabulary to avoid misundere 


standing ovet such words as "conversion", "proselytism" and Jewish 
mystery. | 


Delegates to the assembly thereupon constituted a commission to be come 
posed of theologians, biblical:scholars of Jewish, Catholic, Protestant 
and Orthodox; persuasion, as well as clergy and laity. 


The Jewish-Christian Friendship Movement was formed 20 years ago. Mr. 
Madaule is its president, Vice presidents are Leon Algazi (Jewish), 
Pastor Louys (Protestant), Jacques Nantet (Catholic) and Olivier Clément 
(Orthodox). EPS, Geneva 
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DR. PAYNE HONOURED FOR LEADERSHIP 
OF BAPTIST UNION 


(London) ~ Representatives of Britaints 300,000 Baptists paid a formal 
and official farewell to Dr. Ernest A. Payne who, as general secretary 
of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland, has guided the 
denomination to a large extent since 1951. 


He has been vice chairman of WCC Central and Executive Committees since 


1954. 


Dr. Payne, who is 65, will be succeeded by Dr. David S. Russell, joint 
principal of the Northern Baptist College at Manchester, 


Baptist representatives from all parts of Britain attending the annual 
General Assembly honoured Dr. Payne at a special service of recognition 
in Westminster Chapel. He had been accorded the rare honour of honorary 
membership in the Council of the Union. 


Recalling his services to British Baptists, an Assembly resolution said 
Dr. Payne was a delegate to the Assemblies of the World Council of 
Churches’in 1948, 1954 and 1961, and to the Lund, Sweden, Conference on 
Faith and Order in 1952, 


The resolution added: "He is held in honour in all parts of the Christian 
Church, and his Christian devotion and wisdom is deeply appreciated. 

Both in the world-wide Baptist fellowship and in other Christian councils 
and conferences he has represented the Baptists* position with clarity and 
distinction." 


The ecumenicity which characterised Dr. Payne's activities in recent 
years also marked his last annual report of the Baptist Union, for 1966. 


He said: "The question of Christian unity continued to bulk large in the 
minds of many at both national and local level, While some claim to 
discern 'a crisis of authority' within the Roman Church and speak of 
tthe anxious pessimism of the Pope himself', what cannot be gainsaid is 
the increasing contact between Roman and non-Roman Christians. 


"There are some, including a number of Baptists, who are critical or 
hesitant about these developments, but the great majority of British 
Christians welcome them, though with increasing recognition that the 
rift of centuries is not going to be bridged in a matter of months or 
even years," EPS, Geneva 


QUAKERS HAVE PASSPORTS REVOKED 
AFTER AIDING NORTH VIETNAMESE 


(Washington, D.C.) - Five U.S. Quakers who sailed a boat loaded with 
medicine to North Vietnam early in April in defiance of federal regu- 
lations (EPS No. 12) have had their passports revoked, 


A sixth Quaker, Dr. Earle L. Reynolds, captain of the ketch Phoenix and 
leader of the expedition, has been ordered to turn his passport to the 
U.S. Embassy in Tokyo and to return home, 


Dr. Reynolds, 56, has been living in Japan since shortly after World 
War II when he went to Hiroshima with the U.S. Atomic Bomb Casualty 
Commission. He married a Japanese woman after he and his first wife 
were divorced in 1964, EPS, Geneva 
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THEOLOGIAN WARNS SCIENTISTS ON 
"SECRET OF LIFE" EXPERIMENTS 


(Fargo, N.D.) « A theologian has urged scientists to approach the use 
of DNA chemistry with a healthy dose of caution and reverence for human 
life. 


(DNA, short for deoxyribonucleic acid, is the molecule=gene that contains 
"the secret of life", Some scientists claim it offers man the key to 
perfecting the human race, to eliminating hereditary diseases, to 
changing man’s characteristics permanently, ) 


Dr. Roger L. Shinn, professor of applied Christianity and dean of instruce 
tion at Union Theological Seminary, New York, spoke at a colloquium on 
"The Implications of the ChemicaleBiological Revolution" held at North 
Dakota State University under joint sponsorship of the university, 
Concordia College at Moorhead, and Moorhead State College. 


Dr. Shinn said "What social planners can do with recalcitrant people is 
pretty small stuff as compared with what geneticists may be able to do 
with germ plasm that cannot shout back and rebel e» or that if it does 
rebel, may do so in unexpected and fateful ways. 


"The Nazis could engage in forms of human experimentation because of an 
ideological belief that some people and races were worthless", he said, 
"Any humanistic faith affirming the dignity of man must exercise some 
restraints in experimenting with men, even for the sake of mankind, 


"Most geneticists do not need my warnings", Dr. Shinn said. "Who pro- 
tested with more eloquence than the geneticists at the threat to germ 
tissue of nuclear radiation? 


"If, as is often said, 99 out of 100 mutations are harmful, any humanly 
sensitive scientists will be cautious about genetic experimentation, In 
plant breeding we can take 99 failures and 9,900 indifferent results for 
the sake of one success, But with people we cannot create many monsters 


for the sake of a few supermen. We cannot even create a few monsters 
for the sake of many supermen, 


"Nothing 1 have said «rgues for a prohibition of scientific effuic. 
biologists that I know anything about intend to engage 
experimentation just to see what happens," 


NO 
in indiscriminate 


But he added this warning: "Be careful what you are doing. it*s people 
you are experimenting with when you try to move those molecules 3round, 
If you spoii the soup, you can't just dump it down the drain." 


EPS, Geneva 


CHILE'S GOVERNMENT RESCINDS 
DECREE ON RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION 


(Santiago) » The Government of President Eduardo Frei on March 13 rem 


scinded Decree Nox 4665 regulating Roman Catholic religious instr 
: uct 
in the state schools of Chile (EPS No. 37/1966). $ ar 


The decree had been the object of considerable criticism on the part of 

the "Movement for the Separation of Church and State", a group of 

Protestant churchmen organized after the decree was promulgated in May 1966 
This group held that the decree violated the Constitution of 1925, . ’ 


Expressing their satisfaction with the government? 


the movement said they phanned to continue defendi 
separation of Church and State laid down in the Co 


S action, officers of 
ng the principle of 
nstitution. EPS, Gen:va 
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HONG KONG COUNCIL STRENGTHENS 
INDUSTRIAL MISSION EFFORT 


(Hong Kong) - "Industry is shaping the whole of our lives, Not only is 
this true for factory workers, but everything in Hong Kong is affected: 
transportation, standard of living, family relationships, young people's 
attitudes, the way people think, Industry affects the quality of life. 
Therefore the whole Church must be concerned with it." 


These were the words of Margaret Kane addressing the ministers and pro-# 
fessional church workers of the Church of Christ in China in Hong Kong. 


Miss Kane, an industrial chaplain for eight years with the Sheffield 
(England) Industrial Mission, has come to Hong Kong at the invitation of 
the Christian Council. For several months she has been looking into the 
local industrial situation, Mr. Jonathan Lau of the Council staff has 
worked with her on a half#time basis, 


On the basis of their investigations they are convinced that industrial 
mission is feasible here, ~ Miss Kane has agreed to stay two years to 
get it under way. 


A flexible, broad-based approach, rather than a denominational one, 

seems best suited to the situation, It is mission in the wider sense 
rather than strictly evangelism, It is getting people to think seriously 
about relating the Christian faith to industry, to examine the contribution 
faith can make in the world, It begins with the needs and concerns of 
people, perhaps money or a sense of injustice or a feeling that nothing 

can be done to improve their lot, It involves the Church in the whole 
social milieu, "changing a whole atmosphere so that people may see 
Christian faith as a possible choice", 


Industrial mission is not totally new to the Church in Hong Kong. But 
the Christian Council proposes to encourage and strengthen what the 
churches are already doing. In the process Chinese will be trained to 
assume the leadership of the mission, and Christian laymen who hold rese 
ponsible positions in industry will be more actively involved, along with 
non-Christians having similar CONCeEINS» EPS, Geneva 


EPISCOPAL GROUP TELLS PRESIDENT: HALT 
ESCALATION OR "WE LOOK FOR ANOTHER CANDIDATE" 


(New York) ~ Highty~one members of the professional and secretarial staff 
of the Episcopal Church!s national headquarters have warned President 
Johnson to stop escalation of the Vietnamese war and negotiate for peace 
"otherwise we must look for another candidate in 1968", 


The plea, made as a "matter cf individual conscience", was sent to the 
President in a telegram which noted that it came from "Episcopal Church 
national headquarters executives and office staff who supported you in 


1964", 4 


Two executive staff members released the. message here, They were thea 
Rev. Arthur Walmsley and the Rev. G. C. Jack Woodard, 


"In the name of God", the message urged President Johnson, "stop the 
escalation, the bombing, the use of napalm and antipersonel fragmen~ 
tation bombs, and the war propaganda and negotiate seriously", 

EPS, Geneva 


No. 16 # 4th May, 1967 


TWO-PRONGED ATTACK ON DEVELOPMENT 
OUTLINED BY PAPAL COMMISSION 


(Rome) » Two methods of working at the problem of development aid were 
outlined by the Papal Commission on Justice and Peace at its first 
meeting which concluded April 26, 


Two different scales of time are involved: the first has been termed 
the central drama of the next decade » the constantly increasing 
difference between the incomes of the rich and the poor nations; the 
second concerns the long-range task of fundamental education looking 
toward the creation of genuine world order, functioning international 
institutions and an adequate world authority, 


To meet the first problem, the encyclical "Populorum Progressio" spoke 
. of increasing the direct flow of capital from developed to developing 
lands = by taxation, by savings on disarmament, by easing the debt 
burden of the poorer nations. It also mentioned the need to modify 
the. patterns of world trade to give greater revenue and a larger share 
to the developing countries, 


The commission sees its first task as making known these proposals to 
people and governments, At the same time it considered working with 
developing nations on priorities for the use of assistance. 


On the fundamental problem of education, the commission will seek to 
bring to Catholics, fellow Christians and the world at large an under» 
Standing of the need for world community. It will try to stimulate the 
growth ot a Christian conscience in order to match the physical oneness 
of the planet’; with the institutions of justice and love, 


Specifically, the commission threw its weight behind the effort to press 
governments to pay up their pledges of one per cent of national income 
for aid to developing nations. When the "Decade of Levelopment" began 
in 1960, it was with a "general pledge that rich nations would try to 
give one per cent of national income to genuine assistance", / 


The commission suggests this be made the basis of an immediate campaign 
"to influence governments to begin keeping their promise by the time the 
decade ends", The campaign should be "ecumenical wherever possible", 
the report says. 


Looking towards the second conference of UNCTAD (United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development) in 1968, the commission will set up 
& working group of economic experts which can draw up points of agrees 

ment, i.e. on such matters as stable prices, Then the commission would 
peek NS fateh public opinion behind this programme before UNCTAD meets 
cae 8 Re be : 


Each regional or national conference of bishops will be asked to create 
its own group on justice and peace, 


The commission indicated it would seek te develop the connections already 

existing with the organs of the World Council of Churches and would prow 

mote ecumenical action with all concerned Christian bodies, | 
EPS, Geneva 
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NEW STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
ADOPTED BY YWCA IN USA 


(Boston, Massachusetts) » The Young Women*s Christian Association of the 
U.S.A. at its 24th national convention here adopted a revised statement 
of purpose describing itself as Christian and open to girls and women of 
all faiths and no faith, : 


The purpose. emphasises both the Christian base of the organization and 
the importance of the membership joining together "in the struggle for 
peace and justice, freedom and dignity for all people", 


The full statement reads ag follows: 


"The YWCA of the U.S.A., a movement rooted in the Christian faith as 

known in Jesus and nourished by the resources of that faith, seeks to 
respond to the barrier~breaking love of God in this day. The association 
draws together into responsible membership women and girls of diverse 
experiences and faiths, that their lives may be open to new understanding 
and deeper relationships and that together they may join in the struggle 
for peace and justice, freedom and dignity for all peoples." 


The convention acted after receiving a position paper prepared over a 
three=year period by the National Commission to Study the YWCA as a 
Christian Movement, 


Noting that the YWCA today includes among its members those from many 
Christian backgrounds, those of other faiths and some who profess no 
religious faith, the Commission report admits that "at times this 
diversity has seemed to be a stumbling block rather than a source of 
strength. ; 


"Now", says the statement, "the YWCA recognises the creative possibilie 
ties in a movement that is Christian and at the same time made up of 
fully participating members with a variety of faiths, 


"The diversity makes possible the dialogue of faith with faith, of belief 
with unbelief, and provides individuals with a community in which undere 
standing can take place, All are free to express their perplexity and 
convictions on the difficult questions which the 20th century poses about 
the meaning of life, Out of their common seekingessmay come mutual ~ 
Support, a deeper relationship with one»: another, and the opportunity to 
participate together more effectively in God*%s activity in the world," 


The statement concludes with the affirmation that "the YWCA must take the 

risk and be open to change in an unfinished world with the assurance which 

comes out of its heritage and the faith that God is still revealing Himself," 
EPS, Geneva 


COLLABORATION ON CONGO BIBLE TRANSLATIONS ASKED 


(Kinshasa, Congo) » Officials of the Bible Society here have sent a letter 
to Roman Catholic bishops inviting them to cooperate in the translation of 
the Bible, Specifically they were asked to contribute members to the 
translation team so that it can be truly ecumenical, as has been done in 
France and for translation of the Scriptures into Luba (Kasai) language in 
the Congo. 


According to the Bible Society officials, such collaboration is -particue 
larly needed because of the many requests in all the dioceses for copies 
of the Scriptures in the local languages EPS, Geneva 
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NEAR EAST COUNCIL REVISES CONSTITUTION 
TO SPUR COOPERATION, EFFICIENCY — 


(Beirut) « At the 15th General Assembly of the Near East Council of 
Churches (NECC) held near here from April 19 to 22, the chief item of 
business was the revision of the present constitution, 


Presented by Dr. Fuad Bahnan as a way of improving the efficiency of 

the council and. strengthening the cooperation of churches in council 
activities, the revised constitution was adopted with only one dissenting 
votes The Rev. Albert Isteero of Egypt, the first national to serve as 
executive secretary, was named general secretary for a three~year term. 


Only one Orthodox Church, the Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate, now belongs 
to the council. His Beatitude Ignatius Jacob came from Damascus to 
address the assembly and give it his blessing, 


During the past year a committee of the NECC has been conferring with 
representatives of other Orthodox bodies in an effort to incorporate in 
the council all major non-Roman churches in the Near East, The 

committee reported progress. But the difficulty of people from Egypt 
meeting with the committee, plus the lack of time for negotiation, had 
made it impossible for these churches to come in at this assembly. The 
committee, chaired by Bishop Najib Cubain, was asked to continue its work. 


Shortly before the assembly a study team had presented an evaluation of the 
NECC radio project. This provoksd some dubate at the meeting. By a 
close vote the minority report was adopted providing that because of 
difficulty in transmission and reception, the council would withdraw from 
participation in short-wave broadcasts from Addis Ababa. Member churches 
were encouraged to experiment with medium-wave broadcasts. 


Considerabhe response greeted two presentations on outreach and witness. 
The Rev. Victor Hayward of the WCC Division of Studies spoke on "Dialogue 
with Muslim Neighbours" and Dr. Norman Goodall, former general secretary 


of the International Missionary Council, sought to answer the many questions 
on how individuals, .churches and groups can witness today. 


Dr. Goodall and Dr. Rafael Garcia-Mely, associate secretary of the World 
Council of Christian Education, addressed public evening meetings in 
Beirtt during this period, ° 


Two other items receiving attention were Arab refugees and the production 
of Christian literature, foday the refugee problem has changed. Food 


and shelter are not the greatest need, but a sense of belonging and finding 
meaning in life. Here the churches can do much if they will accept the 
discipline of the harder task, . 


Literature. Secretary Habib Said of Cairo reported that the NECC had been 
instrumental in publishing more than one new book every 13 days in the 
three years since the last assembly. Subjects ranged from Bible comment= 
aries to children’s books and books for new literates. Volumes in 
Turkish and Persian were also issued with the help of the NECC, 


Present at the meeting were representatives of the All Africa Conference 
of Churches (the Rev, James Lawson), the Fast Asia Christian Conference 
(Gen, T, B, Simatupang), the World Council of Churches (Archpriest George 
Tsetsis and Mr, Hayward), the Greek Orthodox Church (Archimandrite Saliby), 
the Armenian Orthodox (Father Arsen Avedeikian), Greek Catholic (Bishop 
Gregoire Haddad), Armenian Catholic (Father Tekyan). EPS, Geneva 
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REFORMED SYNOD ATTACKS 
STUDENT CHRISTIAN AGENCY , 


(Pretoria, South Africa) #» The Student Christian Association (SCA) of 
South Africa is the latest religious organization to incur the dis 
pleasure of a Dutch Reformed Church heres The Synod of the Nederduitse 


Hervormde Kerk received a report highly critical of the 80,000-member 
organization, ' 


Ironically, by far the greatest majority of the SCA members are 
Afrikaners (South Africans of Dutch ancestry) and most are members of 


the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk (NGK), largest of the Reformed 
Churches, ! 


The report condemned the SCA because of its "cosmopolitan and extra- : 
ecclesiastical character" and because it encourages divided loyalty and 
becomes for its members a substitute for church, 


It was also scored because both Protestants and Roman Catholics may hold 
membership. Its ties with the World Council of Churches and with the 
Christian Institute here and its belief in the visible unity of all 
believers were also cited against it. The SCA has a multi-racial 
executive although there are Separate organizations for Afrikaaner, 
English, coloured and Indian groups. 


The NHK tends to be the most conservative of the three Reformed Churches, 
all of which support the government's apartheid policy. EPS, Geneva 


WCC EXPERT ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
ADDRESSES CHILEAN CONSULTATION 


(El Tabo, Chile) © Representatives of 18 Protestant denominations and 
organizations engaged in interdenominational action attended the con» 
sultation on religious liberty held April 13-15 under the sponsorship 
of the Church and Society Movement. 


Dr. Angel Carrillo de Albornoz of the WCC Secretariat on Religious 
Liberty gave the major address, analysing the biblical roots of the 
concept of religious liberty and its place in the theology of the Roma 
Catholic Church, 


The Rev. Armando Medina, president of the Movement for Separation of 
Church and State, reported on work done to gain repeal of Decree No. 4667. 
and Francisco Vendrell, executive secretary of "Church and Society", 
analysed Chilean law on the subject. “4 . ed 


Delegates to the consultation voted to oppose state subsidies to the 
churches and participation of the army in religious ceremonies. They 
also pledged to introduce modern teaching methods into Protestant 
Sunday schools and to provide regular forums on religious liberty for 
the Protestant denominations, EPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH PROTESTANT~CATHOLIC 
_JOINT WORKING GROUP MEETS 


(London). + The first meeting of the Working Group set up by the British 
Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic hierarchies of England 
Wales and Scotland was held here 21st April. | 


The Working Group will review ecumenical relations in the three countries. 
Its work arose from, and will be closely linked with, the studies going 

on in the Joint Working Group of the World Council of Churches and the 
Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity. Bishop Kenneth Sansbury serves 
as chairman, EPS, Geneva 


WEST AFRICAN THEOLOGICAL SCHOOLS 
CONSULT ON PRACTICAL THEOLOGY 


(Yaoundé, Cameroon) #» A consultation on practical theology, organised 
by the West African Association of theological colleges, was held on the 
campus of the United Theological Seminary of Yaoundé from April 16-22. 


Theologians from Congo~Kinshasa, Congo-Brazzaville, Cameroon, Dahomey 

and Togo met to read and discuss papers on such subjects as the ministry 
in the life of the New Testament, the life of the pastor, new forms of 
ministry, the care of souls, marriage problems, and preparation of sermons. 
In their final form, these papers will be published as the first text- 
book on practical theology for African seminary students written by 
African and other theologians teaching in Africa, 


Encouraged and assisted by the Theological Education Fund, this consulta» 
tion will be followed by others dealing with manuals on systematic 
theology, ethics, and church history, set in the context of theological 
education in Africa, EPS, Geneva 


METHODIST AGENCY WILL OPPOSE 
G.M.*s SOUTH AFRICAN PRODUCTION 


(New York) « Representatives of the Methddist Board of Missions will 
attend the annual meeting of General Motors to express moral concern over 


its operations in South Africa, The mission board owns stock in the 
corporation, ; 


The Board said that General Motors = and Ford and Chrysler = strengthens 


the system of apartheid through heavy industrial involvement in that 
country. : 


At held that the automotive industry"s practice of producing component 
Daas in South Africa, thus reducing the need for importing products, 
1s part of the South African government's overseall plan to develop a 


self-sufficient economy, and the automotive industry is being prodded 
in that direction", 


The aim of economic self-sufficiency, the Methodist agency charged, is the 
protection and preservation of apartheid, "producing a good return on 
investment and high profits made possible by cheap, nonewhite labour and 
restrictions imposed on African labour's right to collective bargaining". 


Representatives of the Board of Missions! executive committee will attend 
G.M.*s annual meeting in Detroit on May 19, EPS, Geneva 
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GERMAN AFFILIATES OF METHODIST, 
EUB CHURCHES HOLD JOINT MEETING 


(Stuttgart) - Looking toward the union of the Methodist Church and the 
Evangelical United Brethren Church (USA), the German counterparts of 
these two denominations held a joint meeting here recently. Presiding 
were Bishop Reuben H, Mueller of Indianapolis, Indiana of the EBUB Church 
and Dr. Friedrich Wunderlich from Frankfurt for the Methodist Church in 
Germany. | ! 


The two groups are already printing a new hymnal and most of their news 
papers will be combined on January 1. A fusion of church publishing 
houses has also been decided upon. 


Bishop Wunderlich described their meeting as "a conference of unanimity", 
and Bishop Mueller emphasised that the future Evangelical-Methodist 
Church should look upon itself as part of a universal Church and not be 
limited by any national, racial or cultural frontiers. EPS, Geneva 


2,000 AMERICANS TO ATTEND REFORMATION OBSERVANCES 


(Berlin) - Some 2,000 citizens of the U.S.A. have indicated they plan 

to attend Reformation celebrations to be held in the places associated 
with Martin Luther. This announcement was made by the secretary of 

the church committee responsible for these celebrations, Michael Krille, 
at the eighth meeting of the committee in East Berlin, In addition 
some 50 German and foreign journalists intend to be present at the major 
religious celebrations from October 27-31, 


The East German television will show excerpts from the religious. cele- 
brations in Wittenberg and broadcast interviews with church representatives. 
Ecumenical youth meetings will take place in Wittenberg and East Berlin. 

. EPS, Geneva 


GUINEA'S CHURCHES MUST BE LED BY AFRICANS 


(Dakar) « According to Agence France Press, President Sekou Toure of 

the Republic of Guinea has stated that after June 1 all leaders of 
Catholic and Protestant churches must be Africans, Foreign priests and 
pastors still in leadership positions will then be eacorted to the 
frontier, The clergy in Guinea have been confined to their homes, 
according to the press agency, for supporting popular protests against 
food shortages. EPS, Geneva 


CORRECTION, Bishop Lesslie Newbigin of the Church of South India notes 
that the story titled "Non-theological factors motivate South Indian 
dissenters" (EPS No. 11) should have reads "It (the commission report) 
asks that they (Backward Class Christians) have a heavier and moro 
effective representation in diocesan structures." Also the Commission 
recommended that the Church of South India cemeteries and churches be 

made available for the use of the schismatic (McIntyre ) group which has 
repudiated CSIz According to Bishop Newbigin, all cemeteries and churches 
have always been open to Backward Class Christians. EPS, Geneva 


PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


From Montreal to Hong Kong, on all six continents, the churches are 
seeking to give a united witness to their faith. 


Opposite pages Most dramatic evidence of ecumenical cooperation in the 
news recently was the opening of the Christian Pavilion at EXPO 167, the 
international exhibition in Montreal. For the first time at a world's 
fair, eight Christian churches joined in a single presentation. In 
keeping with the fair’s theme "Man and His World", the Christian Pavilion 
(photo 44) shows man in conflict with his Creator and the world about him, 
By means of photographs, film, sound and light, it is suggested that 
Christian faith means commitment and risk, and that man fulfills himself 
by entering into God's love as revealed in Christ. 45. In December 1964 
seven churches signed a declaration agreeing to cooperate in a common 
endeavour. Shown are (1 to r) Dr. Earl Treusch, Lutheran; Rev. HE. M. 
Jenkins, Baptist; Bishop Kenneth Maguire, Anglican; Paul-Emile Cardinal 
Léger, Roman Catholic; Very Rev. E. M. Howse, United; Very Rev. Ritchie 
Bell, Presbyterian; Bishop Timothy, Greek Orthodox. Later the Ukrainian 
Greek»Orthodox Church joined the group, , 


Back page: The churches of Africa work together to meet refugee and 
development needs through the Ecumenical Programme for Emergency Action in 
Africa (EPEAA), whose director is Dr. Clinton M. Marsh (46). .° This is a 
special agency of the All Africa Conference of Churches, whose offices are 
located on the first floor of Pioneer House (47) on Government Road in 
downtown Nairobi, Kenya. The Nurses Training School at Douala, Cameroon 
has received nearly $50,000 from EPEAA to construct a new building: contain~ 
ing classrooms and living quarters for 25 trainees (48). Funds also went 
to renovate a hostel at Porto Novo, Dahomey (49) providing accommodation 
for girls attending government secondary school. 


Interfilm, an organization of Protestant film officials in Burope, North 
America and elsewhere, gives prizes annually to encourage the production 

of high-quality films. Award winner this year at Oberhausen Festival 

was Swedish film "Stay in the Marshland", director Jan Troell, with a 
recommendation going to Czech film "Mother and Son", director Jan Nemec, 
50. Interfilm President Dr. F. Hochstrasser presents prize to a represen= 
tative of Svensk Filmindustri. 51. Dr. Dietmar Schmidt, editor of German 
journal Kirche Und Film, described the impact of film on man and the impli- 
cations for the Church, 


During their recent meeting in Jerusalem, Jordan, membersoof SASP, “ne 
Weocts Committee on Specialized Assistance to Social Projects, visited a 
farmer's experiment in hydroponics or farming without soil (52°). 

Eoonomic development goes hand in hand with human development. The only 
chance for this Lebanese girl (53) to develop is through day nursery and 
kindergarten run by YWCA in Beirut, 


Churches in Hong Kong are intensifying their mission to industrial workers 
through a new programme of the Christian Council (page T).5 which promises 
to involve the Church in the needs of people and their whole social 


milieu (54, 55). 


From the Bihar famine area in India came word in March that a Halco Tiger 
drilling rig sent from Great Britain had struck water in the village of 
Chauparan (56) to the delight of interested spectators. 57¢ A woman with 
a newborn baby squats outside railway station at Gaya where she moved 
since there was no food or work in her village. 58, Yeareend report of 
WCC Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service describes in 
illustrated form the churches! joint efforts to meet human needs. 


All photos are available from WCC Department of Information at cost of 


Sw.Fr. 5 ($1.25 or 8s 6d) per picture. 
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FAITH AND ORDER COMMISSION SETS AGENDA 
FOR BRISTOL MEETING 


(Geneva) - The unity of the Church on the local and the universal level, the 
Eucharist and its importance in liturgical renewal, and relationships with the 
Roman Catholic Church, are among the subjects that the WCC's Faith and Order 
Commission will discuss at its meeting in Bristol, England from July 29 to 
August 8, 


A large majority of the 120 commission members from all six continents will 
attend the sessions at the University of Bristol. Observers will be present 
from the Roman Catholic Church and some Conservative Evangelical organizations. 
Most world confessional bodies have accepted the invitation to send fraternal 
delegates. 


This is the first meeting of the Commission since 1964 when it convened at 
Aarhus, Denmark. 


Primary business at the Bristol meeting will be the preparation of a report on 
"the nature of the unity we seek" to go to the Uppsala Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches (July 1968). At the request of the WCC's Central Committee, 
the commission has sought to carry forward the discussion of Christian unity 
Started at the New Delhi Assembly in 1961. The New Delhi statement emphasised 
the importance of local unity. Member churches pledged to discover "the things 
which in each place we can do together now." 


What are the more universal implications of unity? is a question delegates to 
‘the Uppsala Assembly will consider at some length. 


Acting on suggestions made at Aarhus, the Faith and Order Commission has been 
conducting a number of' highly technical theological studies. Formal reports 
will be made at Bristol on the following subjects: Creation, New Creation and 
the unity of the Church; Christ, the Holy Spirit and the ministry; the 
Eucharist, a sacrament of unity; Spirit, order and organization; the councils 
of the Early Church; tradition and traditions. 


Then participants will consider several of these subjects in section meetings. 


Other studies have been made on the Church and the Jewish people, ecumenical 
commitment and Christian education, and the office of the deaconess. 
"Catholicity and Apostolicity" is being discussed by the commission set up by 
the Joint Working Group of the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church. 


The first day of the Faith and Order sessions (July 30) will include a worship 
service in Bristol Cathedral, a reception by the Lord Mayor of Bristol, and a 
report by thei director of the Faith and Order Commission, Dr. Lukas Vischer. 


‘At a plenary session July 31, the report on Christian unity will be introduced 
by the Rev. Kristen E. Skydsgaard, professor of systematic theology at the 
University of ‘Copenhagen, who represented the Lutheran World Federation at all 
sessions of the Vatican Council. 


Dr. John Marsh, principal of Mansfield College, Oxford, will introduce the report 
on Creation, New Creation and the Unity of the Church. Commenting will be Dr. 
Joseph Sittler Jr., member of the Theological Faculty of the University of 
Chicago. 

EPS, Geneva 
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NEW ARCHBISHOP ENTHRONED IN THE CHURCH OF GREECE 


(Athens) - Archbishop Hieronymos (Cotsonis), 61, former chaplain to the King of 
Greece, Professor of Church Law and Pastoralia at the University of Salonica, and 
a member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, was con- 
secrated Archbishop of Athens and All Greece in an impressive cathedral ceremony 
on May 14th. The ceremony was attended by King Constantine and the Royal 
Family, as well as by many dignitaries in church and state. 


He was enthroned as Primate of the Orthodox Church of Greece on May 17th. The 
Ecumenical Patriarchate was represented at the ceremony. 


The previous Archbishop, Mgr. Chrysostomos, 87, has gone into retirement due to 
ill-health. The election of Archbishop Hieronymos took place May 13 by a new 
synod of nine bishops formed by Metropolitan Constantine of Patras. The 
Metropolitan of Patras acted as locum tenens (deputy) until the enthronement of 
the new Archbishop Hieronymos, 
The previous synod was dissolved by a government decree. The government pointed 
out that the riormal term of office of the synod was due to expire this summer. 
The government':also "invited" Mgr. Chrysostomos, the ruling Archbishop, to 

’ retire "due to'this great age and his serious heart condition, which made it 
impossible for:him to fulfil his task". 


The new Archbishop Hieronymos (Jerome) was a chaplain to the late King Paul 
from 1949 and he has been in charge of the religious instruction of the present 
King Constantine since his childhood. He has studied in England as well as at 
the universities of Borin, Munich and Berlin. He speaks English, German and 
French fluently and is widely known for his deep spirituality and ecumenical 
interest and experiencé. EPS, Geneva 


U.S. CONSULTATION ON CHURCH UNION 
SETS GUIDES FOR FUTURE STRUCTURE 


(Cambridge, Mass.) - The Consultation on Church Union (USA) adopted 10 
"suidelines" for the structure of a proposed united church and agreed to begin 
immediately drawing up detailed plans on how the ten participating denominations 
could unify their emp ar an RS and ministries. 


At the sixth annual session of the union-seeking group here, May 1-4, COCU set 
up a new commission to develop provisional structures for the life af the 
churches together. These would go into effect after memberships and minis-— 
tries had been united but before a constitution is written. Another group 

will be formed, to "encourage and coordinate" joint undertakings by denominations 


in the immediate future. 


The guidelines. ‘ask that when ne structure is worked out, provision be made for: 


varied ministries for both clergy and lay members; policy decisions by a demo- 
cratic process; inclusion of racial and ethnic groups; ministry to the world 
as well as to members; witness in social life, on jobs and other areas; 
ecumenical action and relationships. As conditions change, it should also be 


possible to change the ‘structures. 


Last year COCU. adopted principles oF faith, worship, sacraments, and ministry 
for the united{ichurch but set aside for further study a paper concerning 


specific structure suggestions. (more) 
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Many delegates at this year's meeting were impatient to get on with structure 
details, and Dr. David G. Colwell, United Church of Christ minister, acting as 
chairman, told the gathering it could proceed as rapidly as it desired. 


The consultation then revised and approved the guidelines drawn up by an 

interim committee and requested more specific structure proposals and a 

memberships-ministries unifying plan by the meeting in Dayton, Ohio, next spring. 
EPS, Geneva 


FOUR REGIONAL SEMINARS 
PLANNED WITHIN AFRICA 


(Nairobi) - The first of four regional leadership training seminars planned 
for Africa during 1967 -and 1968 opened on May 3 in Kitwe, Zambia. 


Sponsored by Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation at Kitwe, it considered "The African 
Family in an Age of Urbanization and Technology". 


These seminars are planned by the Department of Church, Family and Society 
of All Africa Conference of Churches. 


Miss Cox van Heemstra of the AACC says, "Repeatedly, in both church and society, 
concern is expressed about the problems of marriage breakdown and the changed 
ways of life which cause instability and social dislocation. On the other hand, 
new concepts of family and sex relations are devel~ping which influence the 
future national development of our countries. 


"These seminars are pilot schemes in a continent-wide study by the AACC of how 
churches working together.can give more adequate help to the nations requiring 
rapid development of human resources and promotion of integrity, plus a deep 
understanding 6f the social needs of people." EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANT COUNCIL IN KYOTO. VOTES 
TO ACCEPT ROMAN CATHOLIC. DIOCESE 


(Kyoto) - The Kyoto Christian Council, composed of 80 Protestant churches, yorea 
on April 24 to approve the euslacattea for membership submitted by the Kyoto 
Diocese of the ‘Roman Catholic Church, which includes 14 churches. 


The subject was’ first brought up by the Catholic side last autumn. In March 
delegates from .the churches met with the Rev. Isaku Tanaka, who heads the 
Christian Council, and Bishop Furuya of the Diocese to work out details. 
Official action came at the special session in April. 


The Christian Council recently launched a campaign to collect funds for the 
relief of Indian famine sufferers. | Other areas in which cooperation will be 
sought include > “the issue of peace, and the Church and social welfare. 

EPS, Geneva 
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EXPULSION OF CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE MEMBERS 
VOTED BY N.H.K. IN SOUTH AFRICA 


(Johannesburg) - The decision by the Synod of the Nederduits Hervormde Kerk 
‘(NHK) to expel church members who belong to the Christian Institute is 
regarded by Afrikaans theological circles as one of the most far-reaching and 
authoritarian decisions taken by a Protestant body and a drastic intervention 
in the personal religious life of individual Christians. 


This opinion was reported in a signed article appearing in the Sunday Times of 
Johannesburg dated May 7. 


The Synod's decision, taken during the week of May 1, is directed not only 
against members of the Institute but against all people who are sympathisers or 
supporters or who promote its ideals. It will be up to church authorities to 
determine who falls into these categories, theologians told the Sunday Times 
reporter. 


Church members are also forbidden to subscribe to Pro Veritate, monthly journal 
of the Christian Institute, to contribute articles to it, or even to read it. 


Dr. G. J. Labuschagne told the Sunday Times that the NHK was using the issue of 
the Institute as a pretext to get rid of "troublesome critics". 


Two of the most outstanding theologians of the NHK, Prof. J.A. Stoop and Dr. B.J. 
van der Merwe, both former ministers now teaching on the theological faculty of 
the University of South Africa, were refused ministerial status by the Synod at 
its May meeting, although there is a shortage of ministers in the NHK. They 
were accused of being "sympathetic" to Prof. A.S. Geyser (EPS No. 16).— 

The Rev. A.J. Nolte, NHK moderator, said the decision was taken because member- 
ship in the Institute was not reconcilable with membership in the NHK and because 
it was an extra-ecclesiastical organization without any confession. He said that 
since the Synod had decided it was an "offensive" sin, it was not necessary to 
have a preliminarv investigation, but a charge would be laid summarily. There 
would be no grounds for appeal. EPS, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL SEMINARIES 
ADVOCATED IN CANADA 


(Sudbury, Ont.) - The United Church of Canada's Board of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools has unanimously approved a plan calling for establishment of five major 
ecumenical training centres "to sweep away dead: denominationalism'. The plan 
calls for Roman Catholic priests and Protestant pastors to be trained side by 
side in the same seminaries. The proposal is the result of six years' study 
by Dr. Harold W. Vaughan, who said,it might take 10 years to bring to fruition. 


"It is my personal hope that within two decades, denominational labels may be- 
come as meaningless as it is the apparent will of God they should be", said 
Dr. Vaughan, who is secretary of the Board of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 


The Board proposed that a national interdenominational conference be called to 
discuss the plan. The General Council of the United Church will be asked to 
authorise such a conference. 


There are 26 major Protestant seminaries and 60 Catholic seminaries and schools ! 
related to orders, Dr. Vaughan said. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC GENERAL SECRETARY RE-AFFIRMS DECISION 
TO HOLD CENTRAL COMMITTEE IN CRETE 


(Geneva) - Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, has re-affirmed the Central Committee's decision to accept the in- 
vitation of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and the Orthodox Church of Crete to 
hold its August meeting on the island of Crete, unless further developments 
make reconsideration of the decision necessary. 


This week Dr. Blake sent a letter to Central Committee members which read: 


"Following the recent change in government in Greece, assurances have been 
received from the civil authorities that every assistance will be given to 
facilitate the conduct of the meetings: visas will be issued to all partici- 
pants who are nationals of countries from which a visa is needed - whether 
members, observers, advisers, press or other categories; complete freedom from 
censorship in every respect, including press releases and press communications, 
is assured, 


"Several people have asked whether, following recent developments, it might be 
necessary to consider changing the place of meeting. It should be remembered. 
that the choice of places of the World Council of Churches meetings implies neither 
approval nor disapproval of governments or their policies. 


"In the light of the assurances received, it seems clear that the Central 
Committee decision to accept the invitation of the Ecumenical Patriarchate should 
be maintained, unless further developments make reconsideration necessary." 

EPS, Geneva 


PACIFIC CHURCHES STRESS LITERATURE, 
MISSION NEEDS 


(Suva) - The Continuation Committee of the Pacific Conference of Churches 
meeting here April 24-28 gave special attention to the need for Christian 
literature in the Pacific and the urgent missionary task confronting the 

churches in their own home islands. 


The appointment of the Rev. Setareki Tuilovoni as full-time secretary of the 
Continuation Committee was announced. He is currently president, of the 
Methodist Church in Fiji. When he assumes his new duties in July, Mr. Tuilovoni 
also becomes a staff member of the WCC's Department of World Mission and 
Evangelism. Outgoing secretary is the Rev. Vavae Toma of Samoa. 


The Christian Literature Fund has been asked to survey the needs of the area, 
and plans were made for production of an authoritative history of churches and 
missions, a textbook for schools and colleges, plus facts and figures on the 
churches to be published regularly. 


Joint action for mission was called for to meet the needs of people coming to 


urban areas, especially youth, those from overseas, sailors, non-Christians and 
needy children, 


A special officer to train Christian education leaders is being sought, and it is 
hoped to start a training centre in Fiji. EPS, Geneva : 
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DICARWS STEPS UP HELP FOR INDIAN FAMINE VICTIMS 


(New York) - When the World Council of Churches' Divisional Committee on Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service met here recently, it approved an alloc~ 
ation of $100,000 to help the National Christian Council of India (NCCI) to 
expand its emergency measures for helping famine victims in Bihar state. 


The Rev. Graeme Jackson, Asia secretary, reported that the famine situation in 
some parts of India was worse than it was twelve months ago when the WCC appealed 
for $3,000,000 to finance a five-year programme for striking at the root causes 
of hunger in the sub-continent. 


He added that 30,000,000 people in Bihar did not have enough to eat, and that to 
meet the emergency the NCCI's programme there was being expanded. It would 
spend $250,000 on food distribution and $30,000 on medicines. 


Mr. Jackson asked the divisional committee to authorise a grant of $100,000 from 
funds sent in response to the special appeal. This was approved. The 
committee , noting that two-thirds of the $3,000,000 requested was in sight, 
called on the churches and their agencies to renew their efforts to raise the 
full three million dollars so that the programmes could be fulfilled. 


In other actions the Committee 


- Noted the precarious financial situation of the United Nations' Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) for Palestinian refugees and encouraged the Christian 
Councils of the USA and the United Kingdom to express this concern to their 
governments; also asked the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs to call upon the National Commissions to seek from their governments 
new or increased contributions to UNRWA's budget; 


- Appointed an advisory committee for WCC-related programmes in Vietnam, which 
would also draw up plans for action when a cease-fire makes an enlarged pro- 
gramme possible. 


The Committee received reports of emergency relief that had been supported to 
‘meet disasters in Madras, East Pakistan, the Caribbean and Argentina. 


It also heard of the progress made in the joint Roman Catholic/DICARWS talks 
concerning areas of common interest. 


In a review of its financial position, the Committee was informed that the 
estimated expenditure during 1966 under its Service Programme budget had been 
$1,456,339 instead of the $1,523,000 that had been foreseen. Thus the year 
ended with the Division in a sound financial position. EPS, Geneva 
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PREPARATION FOR LIFE IN THE WORLD 
HELD AIM OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


(Singapore) - The Consultation on Christian Education and Lay Training held here 
April 24-30 under the leadership of East Asia Christian Conference general 
secretary U Kyaw Than was hailed as a major break-through. It recognised that 
Christian education means preparation of men and women, children and youth, for 
daily living @hether in the family, a profession or as citizens) as well as 
nurturing personal faith and churchmanship. . . 


"Heretofore, Sunday school education has tended to be inward-looking only, 

_ primarily concerned with building up the individual Christian and the church 
itself", said C.I. Itty, associate secretary of the WCC Department on the Laity, 
who was one of the conference leaders. "Singapore signalled a shift in edu- 
cational work toward a more outward-looking church engaged in service to the 
world", he said. "Christian education is not conveying knowledge but enabling 
even young people to be Christians in their daily life and work." 


The consultation, sponsored by the East Asia Christian Conference and the World 
Council of Christian Education, brought together 51 persons from 15 countries. 
Present were Christian education specialists from the churches and national 
Christian councils, and leaders of lay training centres and evangelical academies. 


Dr. Rafael Garcia-Mely, WCCE deputy general secretary, spoke on "New Concepts in 
Christian Education", He said: "The Church's total teaching ministry, within 
the framework of the nature and mission of the Church, is carried out in many 
ways that go beyond the stereotypes of church school and catechetical instruction 
to the nurturing of Christian lives at all ages for effective witness in church. 
and community." He also stressed modern methods of teaching. 


The consultation explored the educational implications of the theme, "God's 
People in God's World", (the same theme as that of the WCCE World Institute this 
July in Nairobi) through three Commissions on: Daily Jobs and Home; Structures 
of Church and Society; The Call to Holy Living. 


The third group built on material presented at the recent Hong Kong Conference 

on Confessing the Faith in Asia Today. It said: "Holy living is both a call to 
be set apart from the world and a call to be involved and identified with the con- 
cerns of the world. To accept only the separation is to cultivate a "shetto' men- 
tality. The call to separateness is not a call to a life lived separately, but 

a call to a distinctive manner of life which is to reflect God's relationship 

with the world." ; 


This emphasis led to discussion of the essential witness of the laity, who, as 
Mr. Itty expressed it, are not a constituency of the Church but a dimension of 
the Church - when it is dispersed and at work in the world. Stress was laid 

also on the role of the clergy in preparing the laity for such worldly witness. 


Major attention was given to additional means of leadership training for both 
clergy and lay leaders and trainers of others in the Church's total teaching 
ministry. These, it was felt, have to be carried out by the EACC and national 
councils in terms of Asian cultural patterns. Subjects requiring special 
attention include: human relations and sensitivity training, vocation seminars, 


Christian decision-making, education in social issues, ecumenical involvement, 
and family life. \ 


The EACC's Committee on Christian Education and Lay Training, chaired by V.M. Koshy | 
of India, will prepare the consultations' findings for presentation to the EACC 
Assembly when it meets in Bangkok next January. EPS, Geneva 
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MIXED MARRIAGE MAJOR TOPIC 
AT REFORMED-CATHOLIC TALKS 


(Collegeville, Minn.) - "True equality" for Protestant and Roman Catholic clergy 
when they officiate at mixed marriages was advocated here by Presbyterian- 
Reformed and Catholic representatives at the fifth in a series of national 
dialogues, 


They also urged that couples in a mixed marriage be permitted to work together 
in the religious education of their children, with the collaboration of their 

pastors. The welfare of the child should be the first consideration, it was 

agreed. 


“ee . a 5k ee 
At a press conference reporting results of the conversations held at St. John's 
Abbey and University here, Catholic representatives expressed optimism that 
Catholic law on mixed marriage may soon be changed in line with these suggestions. 


Mixed marriage was one of two barriers to Christian unity tackled during the 
three-day colloquium, sponsored by the American Roman Catholic Bishops' Commission 
on Ecumenical Affairs and the North American Area of the World Alliance of 
Reformed and Presbyterian Churches. 


The other subject was the order and ministry of the Church. Heresno.recommenr 


. « 
aa AN 


dations were made, but a summary of some current Catholic theological opinion 
presented reflected the view that some Protestant Ministries could be recognised 
as valid under certain circumstances. This would be done recognising that other 
criteria besides the apostolic succession are involved. in determining whether a 
church has a valid ministry, it was explained by Father Daniel O'Hanlon, a Jesuit 
theologian from Alma College, Los Gatos, California. EPS, Geneva 


CHILEAN FOLK MUSIC PROHIBITED 
AT ROMAN CATHOLIC RELIGIOUS SERVICES 


(Santiago) - During recent years a movement has developed within the Catholic 
Church of Chile designed to incorporate folk music in liturgical services. 

Many groups have cultivated this new form, some being led by Catholic priests. 
They have succeeded in circulating three "Chilean Masses" which were widely used. 


A recent statement by Chile's Roman Catholic bishops seems intended to put a stop 
to such efforts. It says: "The Bishops of Chile, through the Commission for 
Sacred Music, have reached a decision in accordance with the recent Instruction 
issued by the Council for the Reform of the Liturgy in Rome." 


The decision stressed the importance of the organ,in liturgical, services, as laid 
down by the Council "which gave instructions for restoring the organs of our 

. e . 7 eee WwW 
churches, many of which are unused and are spoilt owing to neglect and misuse". 


Folk masses have not been authorised by the church for use in the liturgy, beca 
they do not fulfil the conditions expressly indicated by the different document 
in the hierarchy. The guitar is held to be an unsuitable instrument for use i 
church, owing to its secular associations in the country. 


The statement also says there should be a choir or scuola cantorum at all litur- 
gical gatherings, "in order to sing that music which is not suitable for the 
Congregation, and to serve as an aid, so that congregational singing may be 
better and more worthy". EPS, Geneva 
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MARXISTS, CHRISTIANS DISCUSS 
MEANING OF HUMAN EXISTENCE 


(Marienbad, Czechoslovakia) - Marxists and Christians should feel themselves 
responsible for the future of man and committed to seeking the meaning of 
human existence. This was one point of agreement reached at the first inter- 
national conference of Marxists and Christians to be held in a Communist 
country. 


The four-day meeting, which drew 200 participants, was sponsored by the Paulus 
Society of West Germany, founded by Roman Catholic scientists, philosophers 
and theologians. 


During the Marienbad deliberations the traditional front between a Christianity 
concerned primarily with transcendence, and a Marxism emphasising immanence 
seemed to shift. Christian speakers, including Johannes Metz, Yves Congar 

and Joseph Hromadka, underlined the concern for society and history, for the 
dynamic engagement of the Church in history. 


Young Marxists, including Milan Machovec and Milan Prucha, expressed the need 
to help Christians keep their transcendent horizon open, not limited to a par- 
ticular historical expression. Thus it was no hn eh possible to define 
Christians as "idealists" and to dismiss Marxists as "materialists" 


Prof. Roger Garaudy of the French Communist Party pointed out the "absolute 
necessity" of dialogue and cooperation in view of the total threat to human exis~ 
tence by nuclear weaponry. The dialogue was seen as not simply an intellectual 
game, but as cooperation to elucidate together the most acute problems of human 
society. 


Prof. Jules Girardi of the Pontifical University in Rome (Salesian) reminded 
the conference that the Vatican Constitution on the Church in the Modern World 
invited believers and non-belivers to work together on the "immense task" of 
"building up the world" and "the installation of world peace". He said that 
"neace does not consist in the tranquility of the existing order, but in the 
installation of a new order by joint action on a world scale. In this sense, 
peace passes through revolution." 


Prof. Mauricio Lopez, secretary of the WCC Department on Church and Society, 
attended the conference as an observer. EPS, Geneva 


BRITISH ROMAN CATHOLIC SEE WILL GIVE 
ONE PER. CENT FOR POVERTY AID 


(London) - John Cardinal Heenan of Westminster has announced that his See intends 
to set aside one per cent of its income from now on to help in the war against 
poverty. 


"Tt may mean postponing building plans, but a time of peril calls for extra- 
ordinary sacrifices", he said. "No Catholic diocese is rich. Our small 
contribution may save the lives of only a few poor children. But unless we 
give a Christian example, we cannot expect governments to listen to our voice. 


"Tt is not only a question of rushing food to the starving", Cardinal Heenan 

said. "That is only a beginning. We have to provide training so that people 
will know how to provide for themselves. For this they need technical schools 
and, at first, trained people to guide them." EPS, Geneva 
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WSCF EXECUTIVE ASKS FOR LARGER STUDENT VOICE; 
PLANS WORLD CONFERENCE FOR '68 


(Prague) - The 600-year-old Charles University was the scene of the first 
Executive Committee meeting to be held by the World Student Christian 
Federation in an Eastern European country. 


Prof. Josef Hromadka of the Comenius Theological Faculty and Karel Hruza from 
the Ministry of Culture welcomed the committee members, who included repre- 
sentatives of student organizations in the German Democratic Republic, 
Bulgaria, Rumania, USSR and Poland as well as a number of Western nations. 


The Rev. Philip Potter, chairman of the Federation, spoke on trends in 
Student Christian Movements around the world. 


The recurring emphasis throughout the meeting was on the Federation as a com- 
munications network. The Executive Committee sought to evaluate all WSCF 
programmes on this basis. Following a recommendation made by the publications 
consultation held immediately prior to its own meeting, the committee approved 
the calling of a communications secretary to develop more effective channels 

of communication both within the WSCF and between it and the Church and the 
world. Instead of relying solely on the written word, fuller use will be 
made of tapes, films, records and television. 


The summer of 1968 will see the convening of 500 students and leaders in a 
World Student Conference in Finland. Sixty per cent of the participants 
will be from Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East. The programme 
will feature seminars on new universities, rich and poor nations, politics, 
technology and urbanization. 


Exploration of the meaning of Christian presence in the academic world led the 
Executive Committee to evaluate the Federation's structures. As a results oe 
recommended passage of a constitutional amendment requiring that half the 
members of the General Committee and Executive Committee be students. 


The WSCF Committee on Work Among Foreign Students asked for a consultation on 
"Education Beyond the Nation". It was decided to request World University — 
Service to organize such a meeting and solicit the sponsorship of UNESCO. 


The study project on China, which the Political Commission’ has conducted for 
two years, will henceforth take the form of two small regional working parties, 
one in Hong Kong in July, the other in North America early in 1968. 


The sum of Sw. Fr. 1,500,000 ($375,000) will be sought for 1968 to assist 
national Student Christian Movements, with special emphasis on leadership 
training and a publications programme for Africa. 


An interesting part of the Executive Committee sessions was a Marxist- 
Christian dialogue conducted by Prof. Hromadka, Prof. J. Smolik of the Comenius 
Faculty, Prof. Milan Machovec of Charles University and Dr. Hranisca of the 
Sociological Institute of the Academy of Sciences. EPS, Geneva 
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"DYNAMIC COLLABORATION" URGED 
BY WCC/ROMAN CATHOLIC GROUP 


(Geneva) - "The World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church should 
pursue a policy of more dynamic collaboration", said the Joint Working Group 
at its fifth meeting in Ariccia, Rome, May 15-19. 


The group discussed a number of issues on which increased collaboration might 
be appropriate, as well as new methods for dealing with them. 


The session of the working group was jointly chaired by Bishop J.G.W. 
Willebrands, secretary of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity, and Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary. 


In a statement issued to the press after the meeting, it was reported that 
special consideration was given to the nature of ecumenical dialogue, and a 
document on this subject will be published soon. The role of the churches in 
the life of the world and the particular obligations of cooperation in the 
field of service activities, economic justice and development, international 
affairs and world peace were thoroughly discussed. 


Note was taken of the WCC Church and Society Conference and its emphasis on 
international and social justice, and of the establishment by the Holy See of 
the Pontifical Commission on Justice and Peace. Joint consultations of 
specialists in this field were approved. | 


Reports of progress were received in a number of other areas, including mixed 
marriages, proselytism, bilateral conversations between the various confes- 
sional bodies, women's work and medical work. 


The group prepared a statement on these and other questions which will con- 
stitute its second official report to its two parent bodies. It is expected 
that this report will be considered during the summer by Roman Catholic 
authorities and by the WCC Central Committee when it meets in August in 

Crete. After adoption by the two authorities the report will be made public. 


At the conclusion of its meeting, the Joint Working Group was received by His 
Holiness Pope Paul VI. The next meeting of the Joint Working Group will be 
held in Italy, December 3-7, 1967. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH OF SCOTLAND COMMITTEE ATTACKS 
CATHOLIC MIXED-MARRIAGE RULE’. 


(Edinburgh) - The Church and National Committee of the Church of Scotland has 
objected to the Roman Catholic Church's policy on mixed marriages as an obstacle 
to cooperation with Protestant denominations. In a report published here the 
committee said: 


"So long as the Church of Rome insists that the validity of a mixed marriage 
is dependent on obedience to its own canon law, and refuses to recognise as 
valid a marriage celebrated before a minister of the Reformed Church, no real 
progress can be made to our mutual understanding and cooperation." 


The committee said it is not advisable for Church of Scotland ministers to i 
participate in Catholic wedding ceremonies of mixed marriages. The full 
General Assembly of the Church will be asked to endorse this recommendation 
at its meeting this week. EPS, Geneva 
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REUNION PLAN FOR 
THE WEST INDIES 


(London) - Anglicans and Methodists in the West Indies have produced proposals 
for the union of their two churches which are similar to those now under con- 


sideration in England. 


A report has been drawn up by the Joint Committee of the Anglicans and 
Methodists in the West Indies for study by the Methodist Conference and by the 
Bishops of the Province of the West Indies. 


It is expected that the report will be sent down for further study at the local 
level. 


The report approaches the whole question of union in a West Indian context. 

It recommends that consideration should be given to the establishment of inter- 
communion between the two churches as a first stage, after their ministries have 
been integrated and provision made for the consecration of Methodist bishops 

in line with the historic episcopate. 


During the period of inter-communion, it is recommended that a commission 
should be established to deal with liturgy, initiation, an ordinal, and such 
other questions as arise out of the separate traditions of the two churches. 
It also recommends the establishment of a joint co-ordinating committee to 
deal with structural issues, looking forward to the second stage for which 
the churches will covenant to establish organic union at some future date. 


It is expected that, if these recommendations are acceptable to both churches 
in the West Indies, the procedure envisaged for England will be followed here 
also. The next step will be taken in the light of comments received from 

the dioceses and districts. EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE WILL: 
EVACUATE MISSIONARIES FROM GUINEA 


(Hartford, Conn.) - The only major Protestant mission in Guinea announced plans 
here to evacuate its entire staff of 54 American and Canadian missionaries from 
that West African Republic by June 1. 


Dr. Nathan Bailey of New York, president of the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance, said the evacuation was deemed necessary following the May Day 
speech of Guinea's President Sekou Toure. 


Mr. Toure set June 1 as the deadline by which foreign religious workers must he 
replaced by Africans. He indicated that on that date civil and military 
authorites would accompany all foreign personnel to the border and expel them. 


The Alliance dispatched its foreign secretary, the Rev. Louis L. King of New 
York, to Guinea in an effort to mediate with Mr. Toure and to oversee the eva- 
cuation if the expulsion is not lifted. 


Dr. Bailey pointed out that the Alliance churches in Guinea have been national- 
1sed for some time. The Protestant church body is the Evangelical Protestant 
Church in the Republic of Guinea, and one of its own pastors, the Rev. Paul | 


Sl 


Keita, is its national president. Missionaries do not hold offices in the 
national church, nor are they pastors of local congregations. EPS, Geneva 
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ARMENIAN CATHOLICOS OF CILICIA 
VISITS WCC HEADQUARTERS 


(Geneva) - His Holiness Khoren I, Armenian Catholicos of Cilicia, paid a two- 
’ day. visit to the headquarters of the World Council of Churches on his way home 
td Lebanon following conversations with Pope Paul VI and the Archbishop of 


Canterbury. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, welcomed him as the head of the 
_ Armenian Apostolic Church, Catholicos of Cilicia, which is a member of the World 


Council. 


His Holiness expressed warm appreciation for the "invaluable services" rendered 


. by the Council, which he termed "a renewing force in the 20th~century life of 
the Christian churches, making manifest at the same time the need for and the 


blessings of Christian unity. 


"The ecumenical movement is not a temporary and conventional movement", he said, 
"but a steady and solid one based on sound foundations, on Christ-given 
principles. The Armenian Church rejoices to see it expand day by day, pene- 

- trating all Christian churches without distinction between East and West, between 


Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant." 


Khoren I presented Dr. Blake and Dr. Visser 't Hooft with the decoration of the 
Cilician See, the insignia of the "Prince of Cilicia". He also brought a small 
cedar of Lebanon to be planted in the grounds of the Ecumenical Centre. 

Khoren I was accompanied by Bishop Karekin Sarkissian. 


~ + The Catholicossate of Cilicia, with headquarters at Antelias near Beirut, includes 


_ dioceses in Lebanon, Syria and Cyprus; ‘also churches in Iran, Greece and some 
in North America. 


On July 10 His Holiness Vazken I, Catholicos of All the Armenians of Etchmiadzin 
(Soviet Armenia), will pay an official visit to the WCC. EPS, Geneva 


THREE-YEAR STUDY OF BRAZILIAN CHURCHES PROPOSED 


(Curitiba, Brazil) - A three-year study of the ecumenical situation in Brazil is 
proposed by the Centre of Religious Statistics (CERIS), the Institute of 
Enquiries (IEP) and the Ecumenical Centre here (CEC). 


At the present time knowledge about the actual situation in the churches of 
Brazil is inadequate and superficial, it is felt. 


Basic aims of the inquiry would include getting the facts on all Christian 
groups in Brazil, learning the degree of cooperation that exists between them, 
as well as their attitudes toward ecumenical study and action. 

It is hoped that this information could then serve as a basis for joint pastoral 


action and would spur the churches to participate in Brazilian society. 
EPS, Geneva 
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UNIFIED HEALING MINISTRY ADVOCATED 
AT EAST ASIAN CONFERENCE 


(Tokyo) - A group of East Asian medical workers, “frustrated by a feeling of 
separation and isolation" of their work from that of the organized church, 
has asked ministers, laymen and other medical workers to join them in an integra~ 


ted healing ministry. 


Ninety delegates and observers from eleven countries, attending the Christian 
Medical Workers’ Conference sponsored by the East Asia’ Christian Conference, 
examined their societies and their Biblical faith. Then they prescribed 
treatment ‘to restore unity tothe healing ministry. 


Achievements of the conference included: 1) a seven-page report, |''Toward.a 
New Christian Concept of the Healing Ministry"; 2) the decision to meet in 
1971; 3) a formal request for a full-time secretary of medical work on, the 
EACC staff; 4) the appointment of four advisers to help the Executive 
Committee implement conference recommendations. 


"The theological meaning of healing in a broad sense", said Katsumi Matsumura, 
"ig5 the salvation, restoration and recreation of man under sin. Healing does, 


not stop with repair; it involves the creation of a new unity and integrity at 
a higher Potenz (level) than that which has been destroyed." 


Throughout. East Asia, Christian medical work is hampered by the shortage of 
personnel and by increasing financial costs. The Philippines and Taiwan parm, 
ticularly reported being hit by the "brain drain" as trained medical workers 
seek higher salaries and more attractive opportunities in other countries. All 
countries show a concentration of medical services in large cities with the 
resulting neglect of rural needs and an increasing incidence of social problems 


and psychosomatic illnesses. 


Family planning, listed as a major problem in a number of the national reports, 
was the subject of a three-hour seminar. 


The conference addressed to the EACC and its member bodies four questions 
dealing with 1) the responsibility of church members and the congregation for, 
healing; 2) areas of human suffering and need which call urgently on the 
compassion of Christians; 3) the attitude toward finance of East Asian churches 
and churches) in the West; 4) control and supervision of Christian healing 
projects. 


The question mark that remained was, "How will the churches respond?" 
Named as advisers to the Executive Committee were Dr. Shigeaki Hinohara, Japan; 


Dr. J. C. David, India; Dr. E. H. Paterson, Hong Kong; and Dr. C. Singhanet, 
Thailand. EPS, Geneva 
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BISHOP JOSEFSON NAMED 
SWEDISH CHURCH PRIMATE 


(Stockholm) - Bishop Ruben Josefson of Haernoesand, Sweden, has been named 
Archbishop of Uppsala and Primate of the Church of Sweden (Lutheran) by King 
Gustav. The 59-year-old churchman was selected from three candidates named 
in diocesan elections (EPS No. 13). 


The first bishop in this country to ordain women clergy and long an advocate 
of greater lay participation in the Church, he will succeed Archbishop Gunnar 
Hultgren who retires September 30. 


The new archbishop was appointed to the Haernoesand diocese when Dr. Hultgren 
vacated it to become primate. He has been chairman since 1958 of the Church's 
Social Publications Committee. 


Archbishop Josefson is a recognised authority on Martin Luther. As a member 
of a Swedish fact-finding commission on church-state relations, he has made 
many investigations outside Sweden. 


Two years ago, he substituted for Archbishop Hultgren at a meeting of the WCC 
Central Committee held at Enugu, Nigeria. He is vice-president of the Swedish 
National Committee of the Lutheran World Federation. EPS, Geneva 


JOINT STRATEGY FOR URBAN AREAS 
ENDORSED BY THREE U.S. CHURCHES 


(Greenwich, Connecticut) - Three U.S. denominations have agreed to participate 
in a cooperative urban mission programme. They are the Episcopal Church, 
the United Presbyterian Church and the United Church of Christ. 


In addition to joint planning and development of a common strategy, the three 
will set aside "specific portions of denominational urban budgets to be adminis- 
tered by the Joint Urban Executive Committee", to be set up by the three denomi- 
nations. 


Proposing the move to the Executive Council of the Episcopal Church, Bishop 
Robert L. DeWitt of Philadelphia said that in the past the various churches 
“have duplicated not only each other's successes but often each other's failures 
as well" because they did not consult. 


In the document of agreement, the three bodies invite other denominations "to 
join in this affirmation and in planning and action at all levels". 


None of the three is barred from initiating urban projects individually, but it 
is expected that the other members will be kept informed both in the planning 
stages and as they develop. 


The Executive Council of the Episcopal Church meeting here May 18 was the last 
to approve the joint approach to work in the inner city. The Presbyterian 
Board of National Missions voted approval April 27 and the United Church Board 
for Homeland Ministries voted earlier in April. EPS, Geneva 
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NIGERIAN BAPTISTS HEAR PLEA 
FOR COUNTRY-WIDE UNITY 


(Lagos) - Fifteen hundred delegates to the 54th meeting of the Nigerian Baptist 
Convention heard an appeal to Christians holding authority to seek to preserve 
the nation as a unified country. 


Referring to divisions in strife-torn Nigeria, Dr. E. A. Dahunsi, president- 
general of the convention, warned that "if Nigeria breaks up now, it is diffa- 
cult to see how we can ever come together again, except perhaps through a 
general war - an Armageddon". 


In a fraternal message to the convention, Anglican Bishop Seth Kale of Lagos 
expressed hope that when a United Church of Nigeria comes into existence, it will 
be with the full participation of the Baptist Convention. 


Calling for repentance, sacrifice and forgiveness on both national and individual 
levels, Dr. Dahunsi said Christians should use their tenets to discourage the 
idea of pulling apart, as well as any provocative acts, edicts or decrees 

within or between the different regions. 


Dr. Dahunsi appealed for generous contributions to the rehabilitation campaigns 
launched by various organizessgus to help resettle those displaced by political 
turmoil. EPS, Geneva 


TWO ITALIAN CHURCHES PRESS GOVERNMENT 
TO SUPPORT U.N. PEACE INITIATIVE 


(Rome) - Two Italian Protestant churches have taken official positions on the 
war in Vietnam. 


The Tavola or Executive Council of the Waldensian Church in a letter to Amintore 
Fanfani, Minister of Foreign Affairs, terms the intensification of U.S. aerial 
bombing "an act of violence which can claim no moral justification. 


"The Gospel does not each violence but reconciliation", the letter points out. 


The Italian Government is asked to request the U.S. to stop the bombing of North 
Vietnam even without reciprocal action, in the hope that the three points proposed 
by Secretary General U’Thant can form the basis for negotiations. 


The Methodist Conference, at its annual assembly here, voted to follow the 
suggestion of the WCC that member churches pressure their governments to work 
for peace in Vietnam. 


The conference called on the Italian Parliament and Government "to take 
courageous and effective decisions to support actively the initiative for peace 
taken by the U.N. through the Secretary General". - EPS, Geneva 
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EUROPEAN COMMITTEE OUTLINES 
PASTORAL MINISTRY TO MIGRANTS 


(Geneva) - The churches of Europe have three obligations with regard to 
migratory workers: to provide social services for these workers, to educate 
public opinion to accept migrants on an equal footing, and to defend them from 
all forms of exploitation. | 


These were the conclusions reached by the Churches' Committee on Migrant 
Workers in Western Europe at its seventh meeting at Bossey near here. 


Delegates came from Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox churches in Germany, 
Belgium, Spain, France, Great Britain, Greece, Italy, Holland, Portugal, Sweden, 
Switzerland and Yugoslavia. 


Social services were defined in terms of helping the newcomer to cope with 
“humiliating formalities", obtaining decent living accommodations and occupational 
skills. The churches must also try to make the foreigner feel that he has a 
place in society. 


As a result of the economic recession in some parts of Europe, unemployment is 
growing in the receiving countries, it was noted, and migrants are beginning 
to suffer. 


"The unemployed migrant worker must be treated exactly like the indigenous 
worker", the committee stated. "Human beings are not commodities. The 
economy exists in order to benefit man himself"...Therefore, said the committee, 
the churches must endeavour especially to protect and defend the human person 
against all exploitation and injustice. EPS, Geneva 


MAJORITY OF U.S. ORTHODOX BISHOPS 
SUPPORT VIETNAM WAR 


(New York) - Bishops belonging to the Standing Conference of Orthodox Bishops 
in the Americas, with one exception, support the policy of the United States in 
Vietnam. . 


At the spring meeting of the Standing Conference held here May 11 all bishops 
with the exception of Metropolitan John of the Russian Orthodox Exarchate of 
the Patriarchate of Moscow endorsed a statement contending that U.S. policy is 
directed against "the spreading of a totalitarian atheistic ideology and is 
justified as such". 


Citing "the unremitting dedication of the Marxist-dominated governments to the 
ultimate liquidation of organized religion and more especially of the Orthodox 
Church", the statement said, “an Orthodox Christian cannot be neutral before the 
extension of the Marxist sphere of influence anywhere in the world". 


In a minority statement Metropolitan John associated himself “completely and 
without reservation" with statements by Pope Paul, U Thant, WCC General Secretary 
Eugene Carson Blake and others urging an immediate solution of the Vietnam 
conflict. : EPS, Geneva 
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FUNDS SOUGHT FOR 
REFUGEE PROJECT IN BOTSWANA 


(Francistown, Botswana) - Surrounded by South West Africa, South Africa and 
Rhodesia, Botswana has only 100 yards of border free from the dominance of, these 
white-controlled countries. This free land, the border with Zambia, is.the 
only escape corridor for refugees moving foils to the independent nations or 
Africa. 


Since Botswana is dependent upon its neighbours for the main means of livelihood, t 
the matter of aiding refugees is a difficult one for her. Yet a refugee project 
in Botswana is seeking financial aid, and the Ecumenical Programme for Emergency 
Action in Africa has agreed to list the project among its askings. 

EPS, Geneva 


WATER IS KEY TO LARGE-SCALE 
PROJECT IN MALAWI 


(Blantyre, Malawi) - The securing of adequate water supplies is being used to. 
trigger broader self-help programmes in communities in Malawi. 


The Christian Service Committee of the Christian Council of Malawi is seeking 
to aid hundreds of communities without adequate water. t is hoped that the 
boring of wells will lead to programms in public health, hygiene and nutrition. 


The CCM has requested the Ecumenical Programme for Emergency Action in Africa 
to list such a programme among its development ‘projects for which funds will ‘be 
sought. Contributions are also coming from local sources, and the Government 
of Malawi is cooperating in the project. EPS, Geneva 


APPEAL FOR ORDINATION OF WOMEN 
GOES TO CHURCH OF SCOTLAND ASSEMBLY 


(Edinburgh) - Six women who believe that "God can and does call women to the 
ordained ministry" have addressed an appeal to the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland, which opened here May 23. 


. The women believe that they have been called to the ministry, and that the’ time 
has come for the church to take a decision on this question. 


Signing the letter are Claude Barbour, Margaret Forrester, Elizabeth Hewat, 
Sheila White, Mary Levison and Mary Weir. 


The appeal states that "an increasing consensus of opinion in the churches" 
supports the view that "there is no valid theological reason against the 
admission of women to the ministry". 


Criticising the plan to send the report of the Panel on Doctrine to presbyteries 
"for their information", the women call for General Assembly action now. 

Reasons cited include the "anomalous situation" in which the Church of Scotland 
rdains women to the eldership and licences them to preach but refuses to ordain 

them to the Ministry of Word and Sacraments; the fact that 22 member churches 

of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches now ordain women; and candidates are 

being lost to other churches. | EPS, Geneva 
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NEW GREEK PRIMATE CALLS 
FOR ECUMENICAL ADVANCE 


(Athens) - Preaching at his solemn enthronement here, Archbishop Hieronymos of 
Athens and All Greece called for strong ecumenical ties with the non-Orthodox 
Christian churches. 


The former professor of canon law at the University of Thessaloniki and chaplain 
to the Greek royal family, cautioned that "constant and long preparation must P 
precede every Greek Orthodox Church participation in pan-Christian conferences . 


At the same time he stressed that "our relations with other Orthodox churches 

must be arranged in such a way that our faith, unity and communion in the Holy 
Spirit become more evident, this being assured through mutual acquaintance and 
inter-Orthodox theological conferences and the exchange of theological professors". 


Archbishop Hieronymos' enthronement at Athens Cathedral followed by less than 

a week his election by a newly constituted nine-member Holy Synod. The spacious 
cathedral was packed for the two-hour-long rite which saw the former Archimandrite 
Kotsonis solemnly inducted as supreme pastor of the Orthodox Church in Greece. 
Metropolitan Meliton represented the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, from 
whom the new archbishop received the pastoral staff. He had been consecrated 

as bishop only a few days before. (EPS No. 17). 


Regarding the Church's stand on contemporary problems, he said that "it must 
prove that only Christianity gives a radical and realistic solution to them". 
At the same time it must be asked, "how can Christianity help to stop wars and 
antagonisms when it is itself irreparably divided?" EPS, Geneva 


PATRIARCH ALEXIS PROTESTS AGAINST 
FORCED RETIREMENT OF ARCHBISHOP OF ATHENS 


(Moscow) - Patriarch Alexis of Moscow and All Russia, head of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, sent a message on 18th May to King Constantine of Greece, protesting 
against the way in which the Archbishop of Athens had been forced to retire and 
against the dissolution and revision of the Holy Synod. 


"We are deeply distressed", said the message, "by the interference of the new 
rulers of Greece in the affairs of our sister Orthodox Church there, as manifest 
by the dissolution and revision of the Holy Synod and by the enforced retirement 
of its President, His Beatitude Archbishop Chrysostomos". EPS, Geneva 


COMMENTS ON THE NEW PRIMATE 


(Geneva) - First comments. in the non-Greek press pay tribute to the personality 
of the new Primate of the Greek Church but criticise the interference of the 
military régime in church affairs. 


The German weekly Christ und Welt describes the new Primate as "a scholarly 
. - NEES RE. TR Sane ee e a . . . . 1 
theologian with deep insights ... whose impeccable life is above criticism". 


The Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung also pays tribute to "the personal purity 


of character and the irreproachable life (spent in meditation and monastic 
poverty)" of Archbishop Hieronymos, who is described as “undoubtedly the most il 
worthy representative of the Greek Church". | in! 


. (more) 
SO PE OEE eS ee ee eee ee ee 


No. 18 - 25th May, 1967 12. 


Both papers and the Catholic daily L'Avvenire d'Italia stress the new 
archbishop's interest in ecumenism. Writes Christ und Welt: "Side by side 
with radical reforms and changes in the ranks.of higher clergy, one may expect 
a move in the direction of pan-Orthodox unity, and of reconciliation between 
the Christian churches.” 


While hailing the new archbishop, L'Avvenire d'Italia notes that one must not 
shut one's eyes to the circumstances under which he was appointed “-"""S..'the 
‘way in which he was chosen is a serious infringement of the freedom of the 


Church, and is one of the worst abuses committed by the new régime." 
EPS, Geneva 


BEAUTIFICATION OF MOUNT OF OLIVES 
DRAWS PRAISE FROM GENERAL SECRETARY 


(Geneva) - The Mayor of Jerusalem, Jordan, paid an informal call: on Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, while on a private visit. to Geneva. 


Dr. Blake thanked Mayor Rohei el Khatid warmly for his vigorous efforts,to 
preserve and restore the Holy Places in Jerusalem, which have been. a’ source, of 
inspiration to Christians through the years. 


The WCC executive expressed appreciation particularly for the principle of free 
passage into the city, and assured the Mayor of the, WCC's. interest in) main 
taining the original character of the Mount of.Olives. 


In reply, the Mayor reported on efforts. to add more trees to,the Mount;.to 
beautify the site of the Good Samaritan Inn and to floodlight the walls of 


Jerusalem. 


Metropolitan Emilianos, representative of the Ecumenical Patriarch of 


Constantinople, voiced thanks to the government for permitting Orthodox churches 


and the Roman Catholic Church to contribute towards renovation of the Holy’ 
Sepulchre, EPS, Geneva 


ALL CONTINENTS TO BE REPRESENTED 
AT CHRISTIAN: EDUCATION MEETING 


(Geneva) - As of mid-May 275 persons had registered for the, World, Institute,on 
Christian Education in Nairobi this July... ,An analysis of, participants, by con- 
tinents shows: Africa, 78; Asia and Australasia, 51; Middle East, 16; 
Europe, 29; Latin America, 25; North America, 60. The Institute is 
sponsored by the World Council of Christian Education. 


Speakers will include Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general’ secretary; Mr. 
Robert Gardiner, head of the U.N. Economic Commission for Africa; Senator Rev. 
Roy Neehall of Trinidad, West Indies; Mayor Rev. Richard Andriamanjato of 
Tananarive, Madagascar; Albert van den Heuvel, secretary of the WCC (WCCE) 
Youth Department; and the Rev. Eli Wismer, secretary of the U.S. National 
Council of Churches' Department of Educational Development. . 
EPS, Geneva 
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REFERENCES OFFENSIVE TO JEWS 
DELETED FROM CATHOLIC TEXTS 


(New York) - A world-wide movement to remove hostile references to Jews and 
other non-Catholics from Catholic textbooks has been unusually successful in 
Spain, according to Philip E. Hoffman, chairman of the board of governors of 
the American Jewish Committee. 


In Spain, according to Mr. Hoffman, more than half of all Catholic religious 
textbooks that previously had expressed marked hostility to Jews and Judaism 
have been revised or eliminated. 


This report coincides with a three-year research study into Spanish and Italian 
texts made at the Leonard M. Sperry Center for Intergroup Cooperation in Rome. 


In other parts of the world, Mr. Hoffman reported: 


- Intensive studies of French-language Catholic textbooks, used in France, 
Belgium, Switzerland, and Canada, have been virtually completed at Louvain 
University in Belgium; 


- An investigation of Austrian books has been started by an inter-religious 
commission at the University of Vienna; 


- Other studies are under way in West Germany, Portugal, England and Poland; 


~ Catholic educational centres in Europe are sending revised textbooks to 
predominantly Catholic countries in other parts of the world, notably 
Latin America. In addition, Catholic authorities in several Latin 
American countries have conducted textbook studies leading to significant 
revisions. EPS, Genev2 


PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


The concerns of students around the world were very much in the forefront as 

the World Student Christian Federation held its Executive Committee meeting in 
Prague, Czechoslovakia early this month (page 2). Present for the publications 
consultation preceding the executive sessions were (59) Mrs. Audrey Abrecht, 
WSCF publications secretary, and B. J. Stiles, editor of Motive, the magazine 
of the University Christian Movement (USA). 


(60) Key figures in the WSCF Committee on Work among Foreign Students were 
wcC's Warner Conring, chairman of European section, and Margaret Flory, 


committee chairman, ° 


Historic Charles University was the scene of Executive Committee meeting 
addressed by (61) Dean J. Soucek of Comenius Theological Faculty and the Rev. 
Philip Potter, WSCF chairman. (62) Charles G. Richards, director of Christian 
Literature Fund, was among those consulting on publications with (63) B.J. 
Stiles, Leonardo Franco, Latin American secretary; Henry Crane, Africa 
secretary; Aaron Tolen, UNESCO representative; Jill Hultin, USA; Carlos 
Achon, Cuban SCM; Karunyan Arulanantham, Ceylon. 


(more) 
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(64) The WSCF's secretary for work among foreign students, José Chipenda, chats 
with students from Indonesia and Angola. (65) Bruce Douglas, Richard van Vorhies, 
Edward Wright and Chrisoph Bertram. (66) Officers of the WSCF (on left) include 
Valdo Galland, general secretary; . Philip Potter, chairman; Metropolitan 

Ignatius Hazim, vice chairman; Philip Zabriskie, treasurer. 


The Delta Ministry ~ an Ecumenical concern 
a a a tl a 


When churches on five continents give money to support a project in the USA, 
that is news! The Delta Ministry, only North American project for which the 
WCC's Division of Interchurch Aid, Refugee and World Service seeks support, was 
the recipient of $138,927 during 1965 and 1966. It came from councils of 
churches and communions in Europe, Asia, Africa, Australasia and Canada (in 
addition to money given directly by U.S. churches). Now in its third year, 
the Delta Ministry works among dispossessed Negroes in. 15 counties in the 

State of Mississippi. 


Goals of the DM, as outlined by the National Council of Churches’ Division of 
Christian Life and Mission as sponsor, are four: 1) meeting immediate needs by 
distributing food and clothing; 2) economic development; 3) helping dispossessed 
gain full participation in public life; 4) education including literacy and job 
training, political education and spiritual growth. Most impressive has been 
DM's registration of 30,000 new voters, bringing pre-school education to 
Mississippi over strong objections of white politicians, helping displaced plan- 
tation workers find new homes and means of support, and citizenship workshops. 


At last count DM's staff numbered 26 (16 Negroes and 10 whites, 14 being natives 
of the state). But when funds run low, this figure is subject to change without 
notice. Ultimately DM hopes to work itself out of a job when Mississippi Negroes 
have gained 'tnough self-confidence, articulateness, and power to negotiate on a 
basis of equality with the powers that be". | : 


(67) Delta Ministry is generating a new spirit and new hopeamong Negroes of all. 
ages. (68) Urban culture is moving in but has not improved the plantation 
worker's living conditions. (69) Mechanical cotton-pickers have displaced 
much human labour, but some plantations still use old methods, (70), With aid 
of Delta Ministry, 100 refugee workers erected "Freedom City", phanted and har-. 
vested soybeans and winter wheat. (71) Home industries started at "Freedom 
City" have produced Nativity sets, candies and shelled nuts. (72) Temporary 
plastic houses were badly damaged last November by gale-force winds. 
Emergency funds were needed to provide repairs; food, clothing and bedding. 
(73) This boy lives in shack (left) in the shadow of the ruins of a plantation. 
(74) Above all DM is a ministry to people - people who have been rejected and~ 
repressed. (75) For many who had never voted before, casting their first 
ballot is a proud experience. (76) An example of the leadership that has 
emerged among Mississippi Negroes is Mrs. Fannie Lou Hamer of the Freedom 
Democratic Party, an organization which has challenged the state's entrenched 
political oligarchy. (Pictures 68-76 by Ken Thompson.) | 4 
prey? | . EPS, Geneva 
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UNITED PRESBYTERIANS ADOPT 
NEW CONFESSION OF FAITH 


(Portland, Oregon) - The United Presbyterian Church's General Assembly approved 
by a standing vote, estimated at 4 to 1, the Confession of 1967. The first 
major change in the church's statement of faith in 300 years, it will not super- 
sede but will stand with eight historic creeds. 


The Confession of 1967, adopted without change in wording, makes social action 
officially a part of basic church doctrine and rejects the idea that the Bible 
is "inerrant" and thus immune from criticism in the light of new knowledge. 


The presbyteries had prepared the way for General Assembly action. At last 
count 165 presbyteries had voted for and 19 against the new creed. 

A section of the confession entitled "Reconciliation in Society" notes that “in 
each time and place there are particular problems and crises through which God 
calls the church to act". The church “seeks to discern the will of God and 
learn how to obey in these concrete situations", Four are singled out as 
"particularly urgent" at this time. ~ 


These are in the area of racial tension, international relations, poverty, and 
sexual: relations. 


The confession is divided into three parts, dealing with God's work of reconcili- 
ation, the church's ministry of reconciliation, and the fulfillment of reconcili- 
ation in the Kingdom of God. 


Objections had been lodged against the confession on several grounds. A last~ 
ditch fight was conducted at the General Assembly by a group claiming that 
deletion of the Larger Catechism was unconstitutional. Efforts to, eliminate 

a phrase calling for attempts to seek peace "even at risk to national security" 
were defeated by a 3 to 1 vote. Fundamentalists had said that the creed mis- 
understood the nature and authority of the Bible. 


All objections were taken into account, but the 883 delegates still approved 
the 4,500-word document without change. The text had been in preparation since 
1958. 


In other actions the Assembly adopted a "Declaration of Conscience” on Vietnam. 
It urged that the Government again consider "cessation of bombing as one 
tangible evidence of our desire to negotiate". It also sought exploration of 
other alternatives, such as a purely defensive war behind a fortified demili- 
tarised zone in South Vietnam, with the subsequent pacification of the South 
Vietnamese countryside. 


The Assembly rejected as likely to produce "chaos" a measure to support selective 
conscientious objection (objection to particular wars). However, ae spoke out 
for continued affirmation of the “morality of dissent", saying that "increasing 


numbers of citizens, including some in high office, are ate dissent with 
disloyalty". 


Church boards, local congregations and individual members were rebuked for their 
alleged failure to implement past pronouncements in critical racial areas such 
as education, employment and housing. Supporting the Civil Rights Act of 1967, 
the assembly reaffirmed recommendations to refuse to discriminate in the sale 


(more) 
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or rental of property and to encourage whites to move into segregated neigh- 
bourhoods. 


A special committee on interchurch action will see whether constitutional 
changes are warranted to permit forming union congregations with churches other 
than those of the Presbyterian and Reformed tradition. EPS, Geneva 


CLERGYMEN OFFER ADVICE ON ABORTION, 
SEEK LEGAL REFORMS 


(New York/London) - Churchmen on two continents are seeking to take positive 
action on the thorny question of abortion. 


In New York, 21 Protestant ministers and rabbis have established a clergymen's 
consultation service to assist women seeking abortions. On the first day of 

the service 35 calls for help were received. They came from the very wealthy 

as well as the very poor, from four or five Catholic women as well as Protestants 
and Jews. 


According to the Rev. Howard Moody, minister of Judson Memorial Baptist Church, 
the services offered will include advising women on alternatives, ranging from 
keeping the child or securing its adoption to therapeutic abortion. If help 
cannot be given because of New York State laws, a spokesman for the group said 
a referral might be made to an out-of-state physician or institution. 


In London, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York and the Bishops of London and 
Durham stressed in a letter to The Times "the sanctity of the human foetus and 
its right- to live and develop unless in a particular case its continuance may 

be shown to conflict with another right - namely, the right of the mother to life 
and health, mental as well as physical". 


Noting that "a crucial stage" is being reached in Parliament's discussion of the 
Medical Termination of Pregnancy Bill, the clerics said they believed "the law- 
ful grounds for abortion should be contained in this single principle". 


Their letter then offered specific suggestions as to how the proposed bill might 
be amended to apply the principle. The purpose of the suggested changes was "to 
leave the doctors with the single task of prognosis concerning the life and 
health of the mother, in the widest sense". 


In Holland, the Netherlands Reformed Church's Board for Church and Family has 
set up a commission to study the "abortus provocatus". This group will try to 
decide whether the church should give an opinion on the ethical responsibility. 
If the answer is yes, then they will consider on what grounds the verdict can 
be based, and what changes are needed in Netherlands law. EPS, Geneva 
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INTERNATIONAL CONCERNS STRESSED BY BLAKE 
AT PACEM IN TERRIS II 


(Geneva) - "Respect for the dignity and the rights of persons, as well as of 
nations, is the only true foundation of the world community of tomorrow", Dr. 
Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, told a distinguished gathering 
of 300 persons attending the international convocation Pacem in Terris II 
(peace on earth) held here May 28-31. 


A message from UN Secretary-General U Thant was televised from New York because 
the Mideast crisis prevented his presence. Charles Cardinal Journet read a 
message from Pope Paul VI. The conference was organized by the Center for the 
Study of Democratic Institutions of Santa Barbara, California. 


Dr. Blake outlined four positions which the WCC supports in the field of inter- 
national relations. 


1) "A true international community, in which not only coexistence but also 
creative peaceful competition and growing cooperation among nations are possible, 
needs to rest on the essential equality of all states, great and small. It is 
imperative, therefore, that the fundamental rights of smaller nations be res- 

- pected." 


2) Noting that one conference panel was focusing on the problem of a divided 
Germany, the WCC executive said, "As the cold war has lessened, giving some hope 
of settlement, we in the WCC believe this should involve equitable concessions 
from both sides, that provisional settlements should be accepted if final 
solutions cannot yet be achieved. Any appropriate steps must) be found — as 

the Church in Germany is seeking to do - to help alleviate the human hardship 
resulting from the division. 


3) "The international community...needs to strengthen existing international 
organizations. The United Nations and its agencies fulfill an indispensable 

task, and we in the churches continue to work for inclusion in it of all nations 
ready to accept the obligations of membership, and thus help it to become a truly 
universal body. 


4) "We see international economic and social justice as the most urgent, long- 
range objective to be achieved. Developing countries must be accepted as full 
partners in a world community of trade and cooperation. It is in the true 
interest of the more affluent peoples to take every step available to make this 
partnership: in economic affairs possible. 


“We refuse to think that a sound strategy cannot be developed to win man's fight 
against poverty, hunger, ill-health and illiteracy", Dr. Blake concluded. 


ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH'S EFFORTS FOR PEACE PRAISED 


(Geneva) - In an address to Pacem in Terris Mr. Kasim Gulek, a member of the 
Turkish Parliament, stressed that cooperation between different religions is an 
indispensable ingredient of world peace. He cited as an example the removal 
of the anathemas between the Vatican and the Ecumenical Patriarch of 
Constantinople. 


This historic event, he said, was due to the initiative of Patriarch 
Athenagoras, to which Pope Paul VI immediately responded. 


EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIAN WORK IN ALGERIA ENTERS 
NEW THREE-YEAR PHASE | 


(Geneva) - The Christian Committee for Service in Algeria (CCSA) will concentrate 
during the next three years on providing personnel to help the government of 
Algeria build up the nation. 


This development was authorised by the CCSA's governing body when it met here 
May 25-26. | | 


The Committee's current programme was inaugurated in 1962 to meet an emergency: 
situation. That emergency is now over, and much of what the CCSA then began 
is being phased out. But ongoing activities will be incorporated in the next 
stage of its work. 


The CCSA will continue for three years from the beginning of 1968. Through the 
churches it will attempt to find Christians able tq fill specific posts in 
Algerian government departments. 


The government will define these posts, engage workers suggested by the CCSA, and 
be responsible for their salaries and terms of service. The CCSA will offer 
them pastoral care and a Christian fellowship. 


In recruiting these workers - including school teachers, university staff, 
accountants, engineers, doctors and nurses — the CCSA will cooperate with the 
WCC's Secretary for Personnel, Teams and Fraternal Workers. 


The new emphasis on personnel services has brought expressions of appreciation 
from many Algerian officials. 


The CCSA will maintain its own staff and office in Algeria, with one of the key 
figures a personnel officer. Meetings, retreats, and study groups on topics 
related to service in Algeria will be arranged. The fellowship will be open 
both to those workers whom CCSA has helped to find and to any others working in 
the country under governmental technical agreements. 


Hitherto CCSA has carried on a programme of afforestation, massive milk dis- 
tribution and school meals, village extension work, and other social services. 


The afforestation project has now been handed over to an official Algerian body 
after raising and planting more than 22 million trees. But the CCSA's 
demonstration farm and vocational training school is to continue, as will other 
activities for young people. 


The CCSA will import certain supplies needed for development work and emergency 
relief. It will also seek support for projects through the World Council of 
Churches’ normal project procedure. 


It was reported to the May meeting that the CCSA could expect an income of 
$125,000 a year for the next three years. This will come from church organiza- 
tions in Britain, France, Germany, Holland, Sweden, Switzerland, the USA and other 


countries, and from such bodies as the Lutheran World Federation and the YWCA, 
EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCH OF SCOTLAND REJECTS 
MORE LIBERAL ATTITUDE ON SEX 


(Edinburgh) - The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland took a strong line 
against legalising homosexual acts between consenting adults. It also refused 
to accept the report on "Sex and Morality" of the British Council of Churches as 
"a reasoned and positive statement of Christian insight into personal relation- 
ships". 


The report of its own Moral Welfare Committee had recommended that homosexual 
acts should no longer be an offence under criminal law, and that there should be 
a more sympathetic understanding of the difficulties of those with homosexual 
tendencies. . 


The committee had also asked the General Assembly to welcome the BCC report. 
Both recommendations were rejected. 


Ordination of Women 


On the question of ordaining women, the assembly decided by a vote of 397 to 268 
that an overture should be sent to the presbyteries to enable women to be ordained 
on the same terms as men (EPS No. 18). 


Presbyteries can still prevent it, but the assembly's gesture implies a willing- 
ness by the majority to effect this historic change. If more than half of the 
60 presbyteries approve, the law can be altered next year. 


For the first time, commissioners to the Assembly included three women elders, 
‘following a decision last year to admit women to the eldership. EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH -CHURCHES, GOVERNMENT OFFER 
AID TO INDONESIA 


(The Hague) - "This is the time and hour for the Netherlands to help Indonesia, 
from government to government and from church to church", Prof. J. Verkuyl of 
the Free University of Amsterdam said upon return from a two-weeks trip to 
Indonesia. 3 


Professor Verkuyl represented the Netherland's Missions Council at a conference 
of the Indonesian Council of Churches on missions, interchurch relief and develop- 
ment help. 


Both the Dutch Government and churches have offered help to Indonesia in the 
recent crisis. The government and churches will jointly bear the costs (on 
a 4 to 1) basis of a 4 million guilders ($1,110,800) expenditure. Twelve 
projects to help develop Indonesia have been given priority rating. .These 
include a sociological institute, study centre and library at the Christian 
University in Salatiga (Java) and a Christian high school in Semarang. 

EPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH CONGREGATIONALISTS TAKE 
FURTHER STEPS TOWARDS UNION 


(London) - British Congregationalists gave concrete evidence of their desire 
for ecumenical cooperation when the annual Assembly received two documents and 
sent them to the congregations for their reactions. 


First document was the Proposed Basis for Union with the Presbyterian Church of 
England, on which initial comments are sought by December 31, 1967. 


Second was the British Council of Churches’ publication "Covenant - Commitment 
before God", which was commended to the churches for study. In this document 
it is proposed that four of the non-Roman churches in England agree to the 
covenant as a decisive step on the road to full church union (EPS No. 15). 


A third document, the Declaration of Faith, was warmly accepted by the Assembly. 
The product of many years of labour, it was described not as a creed but a "20th- 
century Te Deum in rather lengthy prose", An attempt to refer it back to 
committee on the grounds that it describes the Bible as not free from human 
error, .confusion and contradiction was defeated. 


‘ Resolutions on the Vietnam war, on drug addiction, and on the Feed the Minds 
Campaign were discussed. The strongly worded statement on Vietnam was 
strengthened by the Assembly, which "called upon Her Majesty's Government in 
no circumstances to sanction the use of British forces there". 


Appreciation was expressed to the Rev. Ralph Calder, soon to leave the Inter- 
national Congregational Council, and a tribute was paid to the late Dr. Leslie 
Cooke. The Rev. John Huxtable was re-elected as minister secretary of the 
Congregational Church in England and Wales. EPS, Geneva 


THREE PUERTO RICAN SEMINARIES 
DISCUSS COLLABORATION 


(New York) - Conversations now under way are expected to produce some form of 
collaboration among Roman Catholic, Episcopal and evangelical theological 
seminaries in three suburbs near San Juan, Puerto Rico. 


The development was disclosed here by Bishop Stephen F. Bayne, director of the 
Overseas Department of the Episcopal Church (USA). 


Involved in the tri-partite discussions are the Dominican Seminary at Bayamon 
under the Dutch Provincial of the Dominican order; the Episcopal Theological 
Seminary of the Caribbean at Carolina; and the Evangelical Seminary of Puerto 
Rico in Rio Piedras. 


The latter school is supported by the Evangelical United Brethren, United Church 
of Christ, American Baptist, Methodist, United Presbyterian and Christian 
(Disciples of Christ) denominations. 


Bishop Bayne said the conversations were going forward "with full approval of the 
Roman Catholics". He said the discussions look to "a collaborative arrangement, 
though it is too early to say whether it will take the form of common courses, 

a common library or possible cooperative planning". A decision should be reached 
by the end of the year. EPS, Geneva 
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RELAXATION OF MIXED MARRIAGE | 
RULES NOTED IN ANGLICAN PAMPHLET | 


(London) - A member of another church who wishes to marry a Roman Catholic but | 
cannot agree to all the children being brought up in the Roman faith can apply 
to Rome for a relaxation of the rules. 


Also a Roman Catholic whose marriage is solemnised before a non-Roman authority 
is no longer excommunicated, as a result of the Vatican Instruction on Mixed 
Marriages issued in March 1966. 


These are two of the facts brought out in the pamphlet "Mixed Marriages between 
Anglicans and Roman Catholics", published here May 26 by SPCK. It was written 
by John G. Williams at the request of the Archbishop of Canterbury's Commission 
on Roman Catholic Relations. : 


Roman authorities still attempt to extract binding promises that children of a 
mixed marriage shall be brought up in the Roman faith, the pamphlet notes. In 
the past, if the Anglican partner had conscientious objections, this nearly 
always meant the marriage could not take place in a Roman church and the Roman 
partner married elsewhere was automatically excommunicated. Today this is no 
longer so, says the pamphlet. EPS, Geneva 


COPTIC SEMINARY GIVES COURSES FOR LAITY 


(Cairo) - To strengthen lay leadership in the church, evening classes are now 
being offered to lay men and women by the Coptic Evangelical Seminary here. 
Sixteen persons are enrolled, including teachers, engineers, housewives and 
office workers. | 


Classes are held three nights a week. Those who complete the four-year course 
will receive the Bachelor of Theology, similar to that awarded to day students. 


The Coptic Evangelical Church of the United Arab Republic has 176 congregations 
and a large number of additional meeting places. The Cairo Seminary trains 
ministers for service in churches throughout the Near East. EPS, Geneva 


KOREAN COUNCIL URGES COORDINATION 
IN VIETNAM MISSION EFFORTS 


(Seoul) - To eliminate competition among Korean missionaries sent to Vietnam to 
work, the Department of Evangelism of the National Christian Council of Korea 
has set forth a series of guidelines for overseas work. 


Denominations wishing to send missionary personnel to Vietnam are asked to seek 
the National Christian Council's recommendation first. Work done in the country 
must be coordinated in such a way that it becomes interdenominational. In 
principle, all missionaries are placed under the supervision of the national 
church of Vietnam, and no missionaries are to be sent without NCC endorsement. 


These guidelines were offered by the Council's special committee for overseas 
missions, in consultation with denominational secretaries for mission and 
evangelism. EPS, Geneva 
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VATICAN FORBIDS MEXICAN PRIOR'S 
EXPERIMENTS WITH PSYCHOANALYSIS 


(Vatican City) - Father Gregoire LeMercier, OSB, prior of the St. Mary of the 

Resurrection Monastery, Cuernavaca, Mexico, has been advised not to engage in 

any further experiments with psychoanalysis or to advise others to use psycho~ 
analysis. 


The warning was issued by a panel of judges composed of Francesco Cardinal 
Roberti, prefect of the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signature; William 
Cardinal Heard, a member of the tribunal; and Efrem Cardinal Ma former 
Penat Nuncio to Father LeMercier's native country, Belgium. 


Earlier, Father LeMercier had been removed from his post by Alfredo Cardinal 
Ottaviani, Pro-Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, and 
ordered to go into seclusion in a Benedictine monastery in Belgium. Cardinal 
Ottaviani took the matter to Pope Paul VI, who appointed the panel of three 
cardinals to settle the case. 


Father LeMercier had also been suspended from his priestly functions by the 
Abbott General of the Benedictine Order, but he is reinstated by the.decision 
of the three cardinals. He has now returned to Mexico. EPS, Geneva 


JAPANESE WOULD TAKE BIBLE 
ON TRIP INTO SPACE 


(Tokyo) - Although the number of Peter eps Christians in Japan totals fewer 
than 800,000, the number of Bibles and New Testaments sold each Aer’ is 600,000. 
The quéstion therefore arises, who buys these Bibles? 


A possible answer was given recently by replies to a survey of 100 leading 
Japanese businessmen, educators and artists, most of whom were not Christians, 
According to the monthly journal Bungei Shunju, the Bible was the second most 
frequently mentioned book when the question was asked: What book would.you 
take with you if you were making a three-month space trip in a capsule and could 
take only one book? 


Some people listed the dictionary, but a number chose the Bible. 


The general secretary of the Japan Bible Society commented: "In Japan the — 
Scriptures are thought of as one of the most important cultural books." 
EPS, Geneva 


FEDERAL UNION SOUGHT BY AUSTRALIAN PRESBYTERIANS 


(Morwell, Australia) - Impatient with the slowness of church union negotiations 
in Australia, a commission of the Victoria Assembly (Presbyterian) has decided 

to petition the General Assembly to initiate a federal union of the Presbyterian, 
Methodist and Congregational churches. | 


The proposal, if adopted, would involve a simple agreement to work together on 
missions, church extension, theological education, specialised ministries and 
planning new work. Thus agreement on doctrine and church government would not 
be required. The Presbyterian Church meets in Melbourne on September 13. 

EPS, Geneva 
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HIGH-CHURCH GROUP SUGGESTS ROMAN CATHOLICS 
BE INCLUDED IN U.S. UNION TALKS 


(London) - The American Church Union, a group of high-church Episcopalians, is 
seeking support for a declaration stating that the Church of Rome should be 
invited to participate in talks on union now going on among ten U.S. Protestant 
denominations. 


Purpose of such a move would be to make sure nothing would be agreed upon that 
could eventually make full church union more difficult to achieve. 


The ACU also says it firmly intends to "seek, in company with other Anglican 
churches and under the leadership of the Archbishop of Canterbury, immediate 
close relationships and negotiations with the Church of Rome and the Eastern 
Orthodox churches, with a view to establishing intercommunion and ultimate 
reunion", EPS, Geneva 


ARGENTINE STUDENTS PROTEST AGAINST 
DETENTION OF FRENCH JOURNALIST 


(Buenos Aires) - The Student Christian Movement of Argentina and the national 
committee of Catholic University Youth are among the groups that have appealed 
to the President of the Republic of Bolivia to give humane treatment,’ based on 
Christian charity, to the French journalist Regis Debray. 


Mr. Debray, a friend of Fidel Castro who has spent some time in Cuba, was captured 
April 20 by the Bolivian Army and is accused of collaborating with guerrilla 
forces in North Bolivia. 


The student organisations asked that he be repatriated or at least be subject to 
impartial civil judgement, in accordance with international legal guarantees. 


Among other groups lodging this protest were the Centre of Teilhard de Chardin 
Theological Studies, the Center of High: Study for the Priesthood, and the 
executive committee of National Trade Union Action. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Philippine Episcopal Church obtained its first native-born leader when the 
Rt. Rev. Benito C. Cabanban was installed as fifth Bishop of the Philippines in 
the Cathedral of St. Mary and St. John at Quezon City. Bishop Cabanban succeeds 
Bishop Lyman C. Ogilby, who resigned to make way for a Filipino bishop. 


# x % 
The Baptist newspaper in Yugoslavia reports that a publishing house in Zagreb 


will publish the Bible in two volumes. The Stvarnost (Reality) publishing 
house in Zagreb expects to complete the job by the end of the year. 


* * ‘% 
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Transfer of Lutheran World Federation Broadcasting Service headquarters to Geneva 
took place in May to enhance both administrative effectiveness and ecumenical 
cooperation. Dr. Sigurd Aske, general director, moved his offices from Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, where the LWF facility, Radio Voice of the Gospel (RVOG), is 
located. In addition to RVOG, the broadcasting service has established mass 
media offices in both Hong Kong and Tokyo. Dr. Aske noted that the move will 
facilitate consultation with the Coordinating Committee for Christian 
Broadcasting. Dr. Philip Potter, a WCC associate general secretary, was 
recently named chairman of the CCCB on the retirement of Dr. George Carpenter. 


KE WAR * 


The Anglican, Baptist and Presbyterian churches in Rwanda have decided to erect 
a united theological school in Butare. Of the four churches in the Rwanda 
National Council of Churches, only the Free Methodists held aloof from the 
plan. The Reformed Churches in the Netherlands carry on mission work in 
Rwanda in cooperation with the Presbyterian church. 


% % * 


Sir Kenneth Grubb, who was appointed by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York 
to be chairman of the Church Assembly Missionary and Ecumenical Council on its 
formation in 1963, has informed the Council that he will resign the chairmanship 
in September. He still remains Chairman of the House of Laity. 


* * * 


Sweden will not enter into diplomatic relations with the Holy See, according to 
a vote of the Swedish Parliament. The action had been supported by the Liberal 
Party and some members of the Conservative Party. It was brought in by a 
Baptist member of parliament named Sorenson, who insisted on the need for Sweden 
to discuss the question of birth control with the Vatican. He also noted that 
some 30,000 Catholics are living in Sweden today. 


* * * 


The Lutheran World Federation and World Alliance of Reformed Churches will 
exchange official observers at the 1967 meetings of their executive committees. 
This is the first exchange on the executive committee level, although each was 
represented at the other's assembly in 1963 (Helsinki, LWF) and in 1964 
(Frankfurt, WARC) . 


* * * 


Miss Mercy Yamoah, Ghana school teacher and the daughter of a Methodist minister, 
has been named Youth Secretary for the World Council of Christian Education, 
functionally serving as a member of the WCC's Youth Department. Miss Yamoah 
will attend the Joint Youth Work Committee meeting and the WCCE World 
Institute in July and come to her Geneva desk in September. After receiving 
teacher training at Kumasi University, the new youth secretary studied religion 
at the University of Ghana and took courses in Christian doctrine for two years 
at Cambridge University. 

kek * 


Dr. Benjamin F. Payton has resigned as executive director of the U.S. National 
Council of Churches' Department of Social Justice to become president of Benedict 
College, a Negro institution in Columbia, S.C. Formerly executive director of 
the NCC's Commission on Religion and Race, Dr. Payton was named in January to head 
the Department of Social Justice, which consolidates seven NCC units. He was a 7] 


Speaker at the Geneva Conference on Church and Society, a 


* * * 
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WCC GENERAL SECRETARY COMMENTS | 
ON MIDDLE EAST CRISIS 


(Geneva) - In his address to the Pacem in Terris convocation (page 4) Dr. | 
Eugene Carson Blake made this reference to the Middle East crisis: | 


"you could not be expected, in your original programme planning, to have fore- 
seen today's tension and crisis in the Middle East, which adds one more war 


cloud to those that overhang us. 
: : 


"T can only re-iterate what I have said about the indispensability of the 

United Nations, and add that it should be a United Nations with enlarged peace~ : 
keeping powers which should override national sovereignties and conflicting 
interests to the end that peace may be patiently but finally established." 


Dr. Blake interpolated these remarks into his prepared text, which had in- 
cluded general references to the United Nations and its specialised agencies. 


In the introduction to his address, the WCC executive had affirmed his belief 
that "Christians in all our churches throughout the world are deeply disturbed 
by the grave conflicts and serious tensions that dangerously threaten world 
peace today". supe : 


Dr. Blake addressed the Pacem in Terris convocation as a representative of the 
World Council of Churches. ? EPS, Geneva | 
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In Brief (continued) 


Asian Christian Service, through which the East Asia Christian Conference carries 

on relief operations in Vietnam, reports one doctor, five nurses, one educationa- 

Mista social worker and two administrators plus the director at work in the 

refugee camp in Tuy Hoa. A clinic is held every day and house-to-house visits 

are made to reach those unable to walk. Some 300 people need treatment in their 

homes, and an average of 30 are seen daily. Other activities include distribution 

of relief food and midwifery kits, vocational training for the disabled, and social 

work services. ; 7 
) 


* * k ; 
For the first time in its 109-year history, the Young Women's Christian 

ee ee in the USA has elected a Negro as its national president. She is 
nay Peper W. Claytor of Grand Rapids, Mich., wife of a surgeon. Mrs. Claytor 

was the first Negro president of a city YWCA. She has been a National Board 

member since 1945, and chaired YWCA's Cleveland convention in 1964. 


S NE Eee 


* * * 


has bee glosted ee nee anal ceraoints: abe: tod eae gaan 
He MI@iceee eat ana leader of the famous Iona Community in northwest Scotland. 
Poae Pe Aes Fe Rev. Lord MacLeod of Fuinary, who founded the community on 
announced his 3° and has been its only leader. Now 71, Lord MacLeod 
aiden resignation as from next September, though he will continue as a 
& ~ EPS, Geneva 


* * * 
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Special Report 


FIRST PART OF "ECUMENICAL DIRECTORY" 
PUBLISHED IN ROME 


(Rome) - The first part of the "Ecumenical Directory" was published here on 26th 
May. It contains directives worked. out by the Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian ‘Unity for implementing the Vatican Council's Decree on Ecumenism. 


According to Bishop Jan G.M. Willebrands, of the Secretariat, its keynote is the 
obligation imposed by the Vatican Council upon all Christians to cooperate in 
order to restore Christian unity. 


The introduction to the document recalls this Op EAE Sh O Rs but also points out 

the danger of "false irenicism or indifferentism" This danger will lessen as 
the faithful "become more solidly and fully goat te70 8 in the teaching and authen- 
tic tradition both of the Catholic Church and of the churches and communities 
separated from her" 


Recognising that the ecumenical movement “has been set on foot by the Holy SpLeee » 
the introduction states that what follows is intended to help the bishops put 

into effect the Decree on Ecumenism "without obstructing the ways of divine 
Providence, and without. prejudging the future inspirations of the Holy Spirits 
(This is seen by some observers as leaving the way open to future developments.) 


The first section of the Directory deals with the setting up of Ecumenical Commis— 
sions either for several dioceses grouped together or...in each diocese. The 
Diocesan Commission “should cooperate with such ecumenical institutions or enter— 
prises as already exist or may be launched, should promote cooperation between 
Catholics and their brothers who are not in their communion, initiate and guide 
dialogue with them...and promote in common with our separated brethren joint 
witness to the Christian faith". 


Similarly the Territorial Comission has the task of "establishing dialogue and 
consultation with the leaders and with ecumenical councils of the other churches 
and communities which exist on a national or territorial (as distinct from dio- 
cesan) scale" 


The second section is devoted to "the validity of een ae conferred by ministers 
of churches and ecclesial commmities separated from us" T@ states that’ “the 
church's practice in this matter is governed by two principles: that baptism is 
necessary for salvation, and that it can be conferred only once" It expressly 
states that "indiscriminate conditional baptism of all who agatha full communion 
with the Catholic Church cannot: be approved. The sacrament of baptism cannot 
be repeated, and therefore to baptise again conditionally is not allowed unless 
there is prudent doubt of the ts ad or of the validity, of a baptism already 
administered. 


"There can be no doubt cast upon the validity of baptism as conferred among 
separated Eastern Christians. It is enough, therefore, to establish the fact 
that baptism was administered." | On the other hand, a doubt can sometimes arise 
concerning the validity of the baptism administered in other Christian churches. 
The Directory therefore draws attention to the fact that “baptism by immersion, 
pouring or sprinkling, together with the Trinitarian formula, is of itself valid, 
and that "where doubt arises about the application of the matter, both reverence 
for the sacrament and respect for the ecclesial a of the other communities 
demand that a serious investigation of the community's practice and of the nore) 
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circumstances of the particular baptism be made before any judgment is passed on 
the validity of a baptism by reason of its manner of administration". 


The third section is!comparatively short. It is concerned with "fostering 
spiritual ecumenism in the Catholic Church" and with joint intercession. # He 
urges Catholics as follows: “Let all pray for unity in a way consonant with 
Christ's prayer at the Last Supper: that all Christians may achieve ichateforl= 
ness of unity which Jesus Christ wishes' 


The fourth OS is by far the ee: and "the most delicate" It deals with 
the question of "communicatio in sacris", i.e. participation in TP ORE ARET worship 
or in the sacraments of another church ot ecclesial community. "In certain 


special circumstances, such as prayer services ‘for unity' and during ecumenical 
gatherings, it is allowable, indeed pecunattas that Catholics should join in 
prayer with their separated brethren." Furthermore "it is to be hoped that 
Catholics and their other brethren will join in prayer for any common concern in 
which they can and should cooperate, e.g. peace, social justice ..." For this 
kind of intercession "a place should be chosen that is acceptable to all those 
taking part. Care should be taken that everything is properly prepared and 
conducive to devotion". In principle there is no objection to holding such 
services in churches belonging to either confession. 


Sharing in "liturgical worship" (communicatio in sacris) "is not to be considered 
as a means to be used indiscriminately for the restoration of unity among 
Christians". In principle a distinction must be drawn between liturgical worship 
with Cie Geaens belonging to the Eastern Churches which (although separated from 
Rome) "possess true sacraments"; and "sharing in liturgical worship with other 
separated brethren" who do not possess them. 


With regard 'to the Eastern Churches, according to the Directory, "some sharing 
in liturgical worship (with them), given suitable circumstances and the approval 
of church authority, is not merely possible but is encouraged". This applies 
particularly "if special circumstances make it materially or morally impossible 
over a long period for one of the faithful to receive the sacraments in his own 


church", However, “the greatest possible attention (should) be given to ‘re- 
ciprocity'" and both sides should, of course, take care to pronee no suspicion 
of proselytising". ' (By proselytism the Directory understands "a manner of be- 


having, contrary to the spirit of the Gospel, which makes use of dishonest methods 
to attract men to a community, e.g. exploiting their ignorance or poverty.) 


As to sharing in liturgical worship with other separated brethren, the Directory 
states: "Celebration of the Sacraments is an action of the celebrating comaunity, 
carried out within the community, signifying the oneness in faith, worship and 
life of the: community. Where this unity of sacramental faith is deficient, the 
participation of the separated brethren with Catholics, especially in the. sacra- 
ments of the Eucharist, Penance and Anointing of the sick is forbidden. Never- 
theless, since the sacraments are both signs of unity and sources of grace (cf. 
Decree on Ecumenism n.8) the Church can for adequate reasons allow access to 
those sacraments to a separated brother. This may be permitted in danger of 
death or in urgent need (during persecution, in prisons) if the separated 
brother has no access to a minister of his own communion, and spontaneously asks 
a Catholic priest for the sacraments - so long as he declares a faith in these 
Sacraments in harmony with that of the Church, and is rightly disposed." 


iki ‘\ er ebea, ¥ y ; 
However, "a separated brother is ‘not to act as a scripture reader or to preach 


(more) 
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during the celebration of the Eucharist. The same is to be said of a Catholic 
at the celebration of the Lord's Supper or at the principal liturgical service of 
the Word held by the Christians who are separated from us." 

Finally "Catholics may be allowed to attend occasionally the liturgical services 
of other brethren if they have reasonable ground, e.g. arising out of a public 
office or function, blood relationship or friendship, desire to be better in- 
formed, an ecumenical gathering, etc." 


The Directory was approved by Pope Paul VI on the 28th April, 1967, at an 
audience granted to the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. He con- 
firmed it by his authority and ordered that it be published. The Directory is 
signed by Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the Secretariat. 
: EPS, Geneva 
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W.C.C. OFFICERS BACK SECURITY COUNCIL'S 
CALL FOR CEASE-FIRE IN MIDDLE EAST 


(Geneva) - Support for the U.N. Security Council's efforts to bring about a 
cease-fire in the Middle East is contained in a statement issued June 7 by 
officers of the World Council of Churches’ Central Committee. 


In a message addressed to the 223 member churches of the W.C.C. and released 
to the press, the Council's officers also siete the role of the four Great 
Powers as mediators and "proponents of restraint." 


Text of the officers' statement follows: 


"As officers of the World Council of Churches we express our anxiety and deep 
concern at the new outbreak of hostilities in the Middle East. 


"We urge support of the United Nations action in order that a prompt and 
equitable cease-fire under international supervision may be effective. The 
role of the four Great Powers as mediators and proponents of restraint should 
at this moment be used to the maximum, whether within or outside the Security _ 
Council. 


"The human hardship and suffering resulting from the present conflict and from 
the long unresolved tensions in the Middle East, and particularly the fate of 
refugees of various nationalities in the area are ever in our mind and prayers. 


"We therefore urge our member churches to make the strongest representation to 
their governments to do all in their power to bring about a cessation of 
hostilities and to lay the foundations of a just and durable peace. We also 
ask that they should especially remember in their prayers churches in the 

area of conflict and all those who are suffering as a result of hostilities." 


(Signed) Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, N.Y. 
Chairman, Central Committee 
Dr. J.R. Chandran, Bangalore, India 
Vice Chairman 
Dr. Ernest A. Payne, wr patch England 
Vice Chairman 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, Geneva 
General Secretary EPS ,Geneva 


€.C.%.4. DIRECTOR SEEKS "FORTHRIGHT ACTION" 
IN LETTER TO SECRETARY GENERAL 


(New York) - Within a few hours after the outbreak of hostilities in the Middle 
East on June 5, the director of the WCC's Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, addressed a letter to U.N. 
Secretary General U Thant. He said: "As matters have now developed it seems 
imperative that the Security Council should. take more forthright action in 
calling for an immediate cease-fire." 


The letter was remitted to the Secretary General as the security Council 


convened in emergency session, ( ) 
more 
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Full text of Dr. Nolde's letter to U Thant, follows: 

"At this moment. when,intensified military:conflict in, the Middle East awakens 
deep anxiety everywhere, I write to assure you of our prayers that action by 

the United Nations may yet avert catastrophe. We were grateful for your efforts 
to ease the situation by consultations in Cairo and elsewhere and we appreciated 
the wisdom of your proposal for a breathing spell to allow’diplomacy to attempt 
a resolution of the Arab-Israeli dispute. 


"As matters have now developed it seems imperative that the Security Council 
should take more forthright action in calling for an“immediate cease-fire. 


"Our Commission has supported the operations of the United Nations Emergency 
Force over the years and on this background, I feel confident, would support 
the prompt establishment of an effective United Nations presence in the area. 
The General Secretary of the World Council of ‘Churches, ‘Dr.’ Eugene Carson 
Blake, in an address at the opening of) Pacem in Terris II in Geneva on 28 May, 
1967, stated in relation to the Middle East crisis: 


"tT can only reiterate what I have said about the indispensability of 
the United Nations and.add that it should: bea United Nations with enlarged 


peace-keeping powers, which should override national sovéreignties and 
conflicting aBheesnte to the end that peace may be®patiently but finally 


established, 


"You will understand, Mr. Secretary-General, why I take°the liberty of promptly 
communicating the text of this letter to the governments directly concerned and 
to members of the Security Council." EPS, Geneva 


INTERCONFESSIONAL PEACE APPEAL 
ISSUED IN HOLLAND 


(Utrecht) -— Protestant churches in the Netherlands joined with the Roman 
Catholic Church in a statement supporting the, continuance pi the State.of ;Israel, 
urging the relief of human distress caused by the warfare "whereve 
and appealing for prayer that peace may’ be restored in the Middle 
The appeal, issued on June 6, was addressed to "the government .and the people ot 
Holland." ) 


The government was asked to bring all its influence to bear. to, ensure, that; "after 
hostilities have ceased through the intervention of the Security Council, this 
conflict may be dealt with in such a way as to eliminate all the causes of the 
present tensions between Israel and the Arab countries, and to, guarantee the 
continuance of the State of Israel." 


The statement also said, "We wish to launch an appeal for prayer and 
intercession that peace may be restored in the Middle, East,so that all peoples 
may live in justice and peace." EPS, Geneva 


No. 20 - 6th June, 1967 


PHILIPPE MAURY, WCC INFORMATION OFFICER, DIES 


(Geneva) - Philippe Maury,.age 50, director of the Department of Information 
of the World Council of Churches, died in Lyon, France on June 6. 


Mr. Maury had undergone major surgery on May 11 for re-routing of the 
circulation and removal of the spleen. He seemed to be progressing well, but 
a second operation was necessary to remove blood accumulated in an artery. 

On June 3 he lapsed into a coma and never regained consciousness. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, retired general secretary of the World Council, made’ 
this statement on learning of Mr. Maury's death: : 


"Philippe Maury's active life had been wholly dedicated to the ecumenical 
movement. He had decided to become a teacher of history and completed his 
studies for this purpose. But his experiences during the war led him to give 
more and more time to the service of the Christian movement, and so he agreed 

to join the staff of the World Student Christian Federation, of which his father, 
the Rev. Pierre Maury, had also been a secretary. 


"In this position he showed a unique combination of openness toward all new 
trends of thought in the world and of firm Christian conviction. Thus he was 
the obvious man for the leadership of the Department of Information of the 
World Council of Churches. In this position he developed remarkable technical 
ability, but his real strength was in the interpretation of the life and 
purposes of the World Council. 


"For all those who have worked with him, the death of this devoted layman who 
had a great capacity for friendship was a serious loss." 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, stated: 


"The loss of Philippe Maury will be deeply felt by the whole of the ecumenicai 
movement. Aman young in years but a veteran of ecumenical relationships not 
only in Europe but throughout the world, he cannot be easily replaced. 


"The son of a distinguished pastor, he did not allow his inheritance either to 
overwhelm him or to inhibit his own leadership. Although not ordained to the 
ministry, Philippe Maury used his theological training both for the renewal of 
the church and for stimulating the church to the service of the world. 


"His friends will remember him chiefly for his pure joy in the Gospel." 


Philippe Maury, a member of the Reformed Church of France, served as the 
general secretary of the World Student Christian Federation from 1949 to 1961. 
Since April 1961 he had been the World Council of Churches’ Information Officer. 


Born at Andouze, France on October 16, 1916, he was the son of the late Rev. 
Pierre Maury, who taught systematic theology at the Protestant Faculty in Paris 
and was president of the Reformed Church of France. 

(more) 
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Philippe Maury studied at the universities of Paris and Montpellier where he 
received a degree qualifying him to teach history in the French university. 


During World War II he took part in the 1939-40 campaign. After the collapse 

of France he was in the resistance movement. His major responsibility was with 
the publication of clandestine papers, first a Protestant mimeographed news 
bulletin, "Presence of the Church" and later, in cooperation with Roman Catholic 
underground groups he participated in the publication and distribution of the 
famous "Cahiers du Témoignage Chrétien". He also took part in the 

organization of resistance work in the Montpellier area and in the activities of 
a national study committee working underground in connection with the De Gaulle 
government in London and Algiers. 


Following the liberation of France, Mr. Maury was for a year on the private 
staff of the Minister of Information of France. In 1945 he went to the World 
Student Christian Federation and in 1949 was named WSCF general secretary. 


He was the author of "Evangelism and Politics" which appeared in English, 
French, German, Portuguese and Spanish. EPS, Geneva 


REGIONAL BODIES REPLACE PROPOSED 
LATIN AMERICAN LUTHERAN COUNCIL 


(Porto Alegre, Brazil)- Three regional bodies of Lutheran churches in Latin 
America are proposed in place of the Latin American Lutheran Council that had 
been outlined in the Lima Agreement drafted two years ago. 


The switch in plans came at a meeting of the Provisional Coordinating Committee 
held here in May after the Rev. Robert F. Gussick reported several “restraining 
factors." 


These included: 


- The tendency for churches with a limited ministry, especially to immigrant 
groups, to identify more with their land of origin; 


- The financial pressures where churches are striving for full self-support in 
lands of extreme economic fluctuation; 


- The reluctance on the part of some churches to recognize that the era of 
competition among Lutherans has passed; 


- The geographic immensity of the Latin American continent, 
Under the new plan, churches in three geographically defined areas would pursue 


separately the goals outlined in the Lima Agreement. This document encouraged 
dialogue and theological study, as well as practical forms of cooperation. 


Since this involves a major change ‘in plans, the proposal. will require fresh 
study by churches throughout the southern hemisphere. EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIAN LITERATURE FUND GRANTS $500,000 
TO PROJECTS ON THREE CONTINENTS 


(Lausanne, Switzerland) - A young Argentine housewife gets help in writing 
books for children; a Camerounaise is reading stories written by a fellow- 
countryman, A collection of Christian poems by a Ugandan is published in his 
language; another Ugandan is being trained in bookselling and a Tanzanian in 
editorial work. 


Writing centres are assisted in Pakistan and India. ‘Ground has been broken for* 
Japan's new Central Distribution Centre for Christian literature; books are now 
sold through an agency in Iran and Beirut. 


These are some of the results of the "Food for Thought" campaign of churches 
around the world now entering its third year. This campaign is a combined effort 
of literature societies and other agencies on all continents. Each year for 
several days it examines the work of the Committee of the Christian Literature 
Fund. This year's meeting was held at Puidoux, near Lausanne.. 


The Fund Committee, composed of Protestant and Orthodox representatives from 
16 countries, took action on 31 requests from Africa, Asia and Latin America. 
Grants and allocations of almost $500,000 were approved. 


As a result of their actions, the following projects will be possible in 1967: 
“~~ a cooperative Christian literature development in Ethiopia; 


~- purchase of two electronic composing machines for a church printing house in 
Kenya; 


-- new books in Indonesian and some local languages; 


~~ a development officer for the new Comision de Literatura Evangelica for 
Mexico and the Caribbean; 


-- a bookshop in the steel town of Durgapur, India; 
~~ a centre for producing books in Bengali; 


—- training of writers and booksellers in Rwanda. 


Since it began work in 1965 the Christian Literature Fund has concentrated on 
helping the churches of each country and their literature agencies to train 
local people, and strengthen publishing houses in which they will be employed. 
The development plans of the churches sent to the Committee have so far made 
it possible to grant or allocate funds to 46 projects, totalling more than a 
million dollars. 


At this year's meeting the Committee decided for the next three years to 
concentrate on a smaller number of major projects, together with such 
experimental and survey work as was necessary. The Fund's mandate ends in 1970. 


The CLE Committee, which includes directors of radio and television 
institutions from Germany and Norway, welcomed a new consultant, Dr. Edwin 
Robertson, director of the World Association of Christian Broadcasting. "One 
thing becomes clear in the present situation," said Dr. Robertson. "We cannot 
intake effective use of the mass media unless we cooperate and coordinate our 


resources," 
(more) 
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Dr. Emilio Castro of Uruguay, coordinator of the Provisional Commission for 
Latin American Evangelical Unity, summed up his impression of CLF by saying 
that CLF demonstrates a factor in ecumenical work which the common man 


appreciates. When the Committee decides to support a project, action follows 
at "once . EPS, Geneva 


NEW BISHOPS NOMINATED 
IN GREECE 


(Athens) - The Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church of Greece held elections June 1 
to determine new bishops in five out of 13 vacant dioceses. 


The synod, acting under the Byzantine "triadic" system, elected three candidates 
for each of the five vacancies. The election of candidates for the remaining 
eight sees will take place soon. 


Of the 15 candidates nominated, the King, acting on behalf of the Government, 
is to choose five who will be consecrated bishops. 


Archbishop Hieronymos, who became Primate of Greece after the radical reforms 
imposed by the new Athens Government, has warned aspirants to the vacancies 
that anyone canvassing his own election would be promptly disqualified. 


_The Archbishop said the Holy Synod had set three main criteria for the present 
election. First, the morals of the new bishops should be "1,000 per cent, not 
100 per cent impeccable"; secondly, they should be educated, and, if possible, 
scholars; thirdly, they should not be youngsters. 


"Let them have some white hair in their beards, since age elicits respect", the 
archbishop said. EPS, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL SERVICE MAKES 
WEEK OF PRAYER IN TEHRAN 


(Tehran) - An ecumenical event without precedent in Iran took place during the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, May 6-13. As a result of the efforts of 
Father William Barden, 0.P., a series of special worship services was conducted 
here for eight days at different churches. Clergymen of various traditions 
participated in each one. 


Represented in the multi-lingual services were ministers and bishops of the 
following churches: Roman Catholic, Armenian Gregorian, Chaldean Catholic, 
Russian Orthodox, Armenian Catholic, Episcopal Church of Iran, and the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Iran. From 250 to 350 Christians attended 
each one, with a number attending all the services. 


This year arrangements were made informally, but it is hoped that such gatherings 
may be officially arranged in the future. The spirit of cooperation apparent in 
these services promises further ecumenical activities. EPS, Geneva 
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EPISCOPAL, CATHOLIC DIALOGUE AGREES 
ON EUCHARISTIC SACRIFICE 


(Milwaukee) - Episcopal and Roman Catholic participants in the fourth dialogue 
session of the American churches concluded that whatever disagreements still 
exist between them, their understanding of Holy Communion as sacrifice is not 
one of them. 


Since the time of the Reformation, the doctrine of Eucharistic sacrifice has 
been considered a major obstacle to the reconciliation of the Angelican 
Communion, which includes the Protestant Episcopal Church, and the Roman 
Catholic Church. 


Partners in the discussion said it was now "of utmost importance for the clergy 
and laity of our two churches to acknowledge their substantial identity in 
this area...and to build upon it as they go forward in dialogue." 


Spokesmen said a point of major tension has been that some Roman Catholics -- 
not theologians or others in official positions -- believed that Anglicans did 
not regard the Eucharist as a sacrifice, but as a rite that lacked participation 
in the sacrifice on Calvary. 


At the same time, some Anglicans believed that -some Roman Catholics saw every 
Eucharist as a new sacrifice and death of Christ. This is called immolation, 
which Anglicans reject. 


But examination of documents revealed that the true Anglican view does regard 

the Eucharist as a sacrifice, and that Roman Catholics, in Vatican II decrees, 
made no reference to immolation. With Anglicans it held that Christ died once 
and for all on the cross and not on the altar at each service. EPS, Geneva 


CANADIAN CHURCH REPORTS 
MEMBERSHIP LOSS 


(Toronto, Ontario) - For the first time in its 42-year history the United Church 
of Canada has shown a decrease in membership, an annual report discloses. 


Membership dropped 2,000 during 1966 from a 1965 figure of 1,064,000. In the 
same period pero cca titi ioe to the church rose. 


One alarming iten, according to observers, was the drop in number of candidates 
for the United Church ministry -- from 540 to 422. 


The United Church Observer described the situation as "both serious and 
threatening...The revival is over. We may be in for a difficult time of 
retrenchment in the United Church." 


Wu 

After the war," the Observer said, "the Church was the first. institution to 

serve the young, mortgage-laden veterans and their families. Now suburbia has 

grown affluent and sophisticated. | 
(more) 


—- = = 
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"A great many people who once turned to the church for their social, cultural 
and creative, as well as spiritual life, are spending more time at the curling 
rink, the golf club, the ski slopes and summer and winter homes." 


The annual report also showed a drop in Sunday School membership, from 609,000 
to 570,000, and in mid-week Christian education classes, from 321,000 to 
309,000. EPS, Geneva 


NEW PAPAL RULING MAY 
END INFORMAL MASSES 


(Rome) - Pope Paul VI has issued a set of regulations for celebration of the 
Eucharist that virtually eliminates the possibility of "love feasts" and other 
contemporary efforts to develop radical new forms for the mass. 


The pontiff said that "no one, not even a priest, may on his own.authority add, 
omit or change anything in the liturgy." 


The statement is the latest in a series of papal utterances that have been 
regarded as a repudiation of younger Catholic priests, especially in Holland 
and Belgium, who have held informal masses in private homes. 


The guidelines were contained in a 12.000-word document entitled "Instructions 
on the Worship of the Eucharistic Mystery." It offers detailed instructions for 
implementing liturgical changes called for by the Vatican Council. 


Included is a list of instances in which worshipers may receive both bread and 
wine during celebration of the Eucharist and rules for situations where the 
Holy See has granted permission to the faithful to attend mass on Saturday 
evening instead of Sunday. 


The document is signed by Giacomo Cardinal Lercaro, president of the Consilium 
for the Implementation of the Constitution on the Liturgy, and Arcadio Cardinal 
Larraona, prefect of the Sacred Congregation of Rites. EPS, Geneva 


REFORMED CHURCHES CALLED 
TO PRAY FOR PEACE 


(Geneva) - Dr. Wilhelm Niesel and Dr. Marcel Pradervand, president and general 
secretary respectively of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, have called 
on member churches of the WARC and all Christians to unite in prayer for "a 
peace that will guarantee to every nation its right to live." 


In a joint statement issued here June 5 they said: "In the hour when war hes 
broken out in the Middle East between the Arab states and Israel, the president 
and the general secretary of the WARC express their deep concern over the 
direction events have taken. We are convinced that war can never solve 
political conflicts, no matter how difficult they may be. We call on member 
churches and all Christians to unite in prayer for a peace that will guarantee 
to every nation its right to live." | EPS, Geneva 
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SWEDISH COUNCIL ISSUES 
VIETNAM PROPOSALS 


(Uppsala) - The Swedish Ecumenical Council in a statement on Vietnam dated 

May 17 supports the position of U.N. Secretary General U Thant and appeals to the 
parties not to leave any initiatives untried in order to get out of the present 
deadlock. It called for first steps to be taken as follows: 


1. The U.S. should immediately and unconditionally stop the bombing in both 
North and South Vietnam; 


2. North Vietnam should respond by stopping the infiltration into South Vietnam; 


3. Negotiations, in which the National Liberation Front_is recognized as an 
equal partner, must come about with a view to make possible the withdrawal (of 


the foreign troops and the restoration of peace and independence of Vietnam. 
EPS, Geneva 


PHILADELPHIANS BACK BLAKE PROPOSALS 


(Philadelphia, Pennsylvania) - Clergymen, doctors, teachers, professors and 

others from this area last. week sent a message to President Lyndon Johnson calling 
for revision of U.S. policy’ in Vietnam. - The signatures of 520° citizens were 
‘attached to the message in which they endorsed the proposals made by the Rev. 

.Dr. Eugene Carson Blake on April 26, in Norwalk, Conn. (EPS No. 16). 


These included 1) halting the bombing of North Vietnam; 2) making it clear we 
will not impose "our" peace on Vietnam; 3) agreeing with allies in Asia and 
Europe to accept any peace plans-which they develop and agree to; and 4) putting” 
the full U.S. effort into bringing about negotiations. 


Among those signing the statement were 83 clergy; 66 college professors; 34 
teachers; 30 physicians; 20 social workers; 10 businessmen; seven each of artists, 
nurses, psychiatrists; three labor leaders; two each of accountants and 
journalists; and one phot guantar and writer. Also, 201 who did not’ specify 

their occupations. EPS, Geneva 


END DISCRIMINATION AGAINST ABORIGINES, 
AUSTRALIAN CHURCHMEN URGE 


(Sydney) - Christians in Australia are urged to’ demonstrate their desire to end 
discrimination against the Aborigines by voting "yes" in a referandum to change 
the Commonwealth Constitution. 


Leaders of 12 churches belonging to the Australian Council of Churches have 
issued a statement requesting approval for the removal of two clauses in the 


Constitution that discriminate against Aborigines. 


Signatories included leaders of the Anglican Church, Salvation Army, Armenian 


Apostolic, Friends, Churches of Christ, Methodist, Presbyterian, Congregationalist, 


Serbian Orthodox and Antiochian Orthodox. EPS, Geneva 
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VENEZUELA MINISTERIAL GROUP 
ELECTS MARYKNOLL PRIEST 


(Caracas, Venezuela) - The English-speaking Ministers’ Association of Venezuela 
has named as its president a Roman Catholic priest, Father Vincent T. Mallon, 
M.M. 


Father Mallon is a Maryknoll missionary from Brooklyn, N.Y. (USA). 

The association, called "Ministerium," was founded three years ago. It now 
has 40 members including ministers and priests from more than a dozen Christian 
bodies. 


Other officers elected were the Rev. Francis Foti, a Lutheran minister, vice- 
president; and the Rev. Alvin Fast, an evangelical clergyman, secretary. 


Father Mallon explained that the purpose of the unit is to "build mutual 
respect and cooperation among Christian churchmen working in Venezuela." A 
major project is a joint television program showing the different forms of 
Christian worship. EPS, Geneva 


SCHOOLS ARE HELD TO BE’ 
"ROOTS OF RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE' 


(Edinburgh) - The roots of religious intolerance between Roman Catholics and 
“Protestants in Scotland lie in the separate schools which the children of each 
denomination attend, the Rev. S.D.B. Picken told the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland. 


Mr. Picken asked the Assembly to press for "single public schools for all the 
children of Scotland, irrespective of denomination." 


Noting that the school which he attended was a hotbed of anti-Catholicism, 

Mr. Picken said: "This kind of thing could be rooted out if it were started at 
school level." He suggested that the children could separate for religious 
education but at least they would be under the same roof and have more contact 
with one another. 


The Assembly rejected Mr. Picken's proposal by 249 to 197 after Dr. William 
C. Bigwood, convenor of the Committee on Education, said he thought they had 
to go very carefully in this matter of trying to impose by outside authority 


comprehensive schemes either of church government or of religious education in 
Scotland. EPS, Geneva 


No. 26 = 86th June, 1967 12 


400th BIRTHDAY OF HUNGARIAN | 
REFORMED CHURCH MARKED | 


(Debrecen, Hungary) - The General Synod of the Reformed Church of Hungary marked 
the church's 400th anniversary in May with ceremonies attended by churchmen from | 
five continents. | 


Ninety fraternal representatives came from Reformed churches in Europe, North 
America, Asia, Africa and Latin America. 


The synod met in the historic "Big Church" of Debrecen with Bishop Istvan | 
Szamoskozi preaching the opening sermon. Then the celebration shifted to the 
Theological Academy, where members of the synod and ecumenical guests heard : 
addresses by Bishop Dr. Lajos Bakos, Dr. James I McCord (USA), and Pastor Jean | 
Kotto (Cameroun). : 


The Academy thereupon conferred honorary degrees on Prof. Dr. Wilhelm Niesel 
(West Germany), Dr. C.G. Baeta (Ghana), Dr. Egbert Emmen (the Netherlands), 

Dr. Heinrich Hellstern (Switzerland), Pastor Kotto, Dr. McCord, Bishop Dr. Gyula 
Nagy (Romania), and General Superintendent Dr. A. Schdnherr (German Democratic 
Republic). | 


Foreign visitors took part in a number of worship services in Reformed 
congregations throughout Hungary. EPS, Geneva 


UNITED SEMINARY DEDICATED 
IN JAMAICA 


(Kingston, Jamaica) - The Governor General and the Prime Minister of Jamaica 
were among those present for the dedication of the United Theological College 
at Mona, which will serve the entire West Indies. 


An ecumenical venture, the seminary has the support of the Methodist, Baptist, 
Presbyterian and Anglican churches. 


The primary address was given by the Rev. E.H.. Johnson, overseas secretary of» 
the Board of Missions of the Presbyterian Church of Canada. The Bishop. of 
Jamaica, the Rt. Rev. P.W. Gibson, performed the dedicatory rite, and Dr. W. 
Scopes, president of the college, welcomed the dignitaries. 


Bishop Gibson, the first Jamaican to serve in this post, has announced plans to 
retire in September of this year. He has been diocesan. bishop since 1955. 
EPS, Geneva 


COPTIC CHURCH PROVIDES 16 VILLAGES 
WITH SOCIAL SERVICES 


(Minia, Egypt) - The Coptic Evangelical Organization for Social Services (CEOSS) 

is conducting a ministry to Christians in villages of Middle Egypt. With a staff 

of 47 working in 16 villages, CEOSS offers adult literacy classes, Bible study, 

home economics, agriculture, public health, and leadership training. Its 

activities are carried on in cooperation with local churches of all denominations. 
Churches being served this year include Coptic Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Holiness, ~ 
as well as Evangelical. @EOSS is registered as a Social Agency under the Ministry 
of Social Affairs of the Egyptian Government. Its director is the Rev. Samuel 


Habib of Minia. EPS, Geneva j 
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NEW METHOD OF PAYING MINISTERS 
PROPOSED IN ANGLICAN REPORT. 


(London) - Radical changes in the system of deploying and paying ministers in 
the Church of England are proposed in a report entitled "Partners in Ministry" 
published here June 1. Abolition of both private patronage and the parson's 
freehold are suggested. 


The 100-page document was produced by the Deployment and Payment Commission 
appointed in 1965 at the request of the Church Assembly. Chairman of the -group 


was Canon Fenton Morley, Vicar of Leeds. 


The report makes the radical proposal that "all clergy on the strength of 
dioceses...should be appointed by diocesan ministry commissions. The present 
System of patronage will, therefore, need to be superseded." 


It suggests replacing the parson's freehold (a form of permanent tenure) by 
two alternative forms of tenure -- for a term of years with the possibility 
of renewal by mutual consent, or without a term of years but subject to review. 


All endowment income, at present payable to incumbents as holders of particular 
benefices, would be paid into a central fund for the payment of stipends, 
according to the commission's proposal. 


The effect of the proposals would be that in future the clergyman would 
‘derive his status and security not from the particular office that he held but 
from being ordained and "on the strength" of a diocese. 


A system is also suggested for "placing" newly ordained men in parishes to 
secure a fair distribution throughout the country and to ensure that they 
receive the best possible training. 


On the matter of private patronage, the commission states that as a means of 
appointing the clergy, it "has outlived its usefulness and now constitutes 
a hinderance to the mission of the Church. 


"It is in essence a competing system, with the paradoxical result that the 
conscientious patron, seeking the best for his parish, may be doing a positive 
disservice to the Church at large. His man perhaps could have better served 
elsewhere, to meet a greater need." 


Diocesan ministry commissions would be responsible for appointing all the 
clergy, under the new plan, but it is suggested that dioceses must work 
together “with the assistance of, and sometimes prompted by, a central 
authority." EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHMEN GIVE GUIDES ON U.N., RACE 
TO PACEM IN TERRIS MEETING 


(Geneva) - Theologians and churchmen attending the recent international Pacem 
in Terris Convocation here drew up ten statements which were presented: to the 
full assembly of 320 political, economic and intellectual leaders, 


All of the statements were accepted by a “considerable number" of the churchmen 
present and some were accepted unanimously. 


Father Paul Verghese, associate general secretary of the WCC, and the Rev. John 
A. Lucal, S.J., United Nations research scholar from Columbia University (USA), 
drafted a paper on "Structures for a Pluralistic World Community." 


While hailing the United Nations and its related agencies, the paper said, ''The 
Charter needs revision to ensure the participation of all nations...it should 
not allow decisions affecting the whole of mankind to be left in the hands: of 
the powerful few...it must give the organization sufficient authority and 

power to settle disputes among nations, enforce its decisions, and provide 
mechanisms for peaceful change." 


A paper on "Peace and Racism" was given by Anglican Bishop C.E. Crowther of 
Kimberley, South Africa. The roots of racism and war are identical, he said, 
namely the rejection of our capacity to love. Racism is the ultimate in 
rejection because it is based on that aspect of man's life that can never be 
changed, his color or his race, 


In a reference to Vietnam, the Rev. John McLaughlin, §.J., of America magazine 
asked whether the old textbook morality that permits the killing of uniformed 
soldiers and the destruction of military targets has any validity in a war 
whose civilian casualties outnumber military ones, and the natural resources of 
a country are devastated. 


Archbishop Helder Camara of Recife, Brazil proposed ‘that the next) Pacem in 
Terris conference be held in an underprivileged country so delegates could 
gain firsthand experience of the tragic problems of the poor. 


"If you want peace," he said, "prepare to promote progress." . EPS, Geneva 


38 CATHOLIC MISSIONARIES 
ARE DEPORTED FROM GUINEA : 


(Paris) - Thirty-eight Roman Catholic priests and nuns arrived here from 
Guinea, having been deported by that republic which has demanded "Africanization" 
of all church agencies (EPS No. 16). 


At least 30 additional priests were expected to leave Guinea within a week. 
EPS, Geneva 


150, ROUTE DE FERNEY 
1211 GENEVA 20 SWITZERLAND 
TELEPHONE 333400 TELEX: 23423 
CABLES “OIKOUMENE”’ 


Ecumenical Press Service 


U.S. ENQUIRIES : 
WCC, 475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK 10027 


TEL. RIVERSIDE 9-4887 TELEX: 62 977 


} PUBLISHED WEEKLY 


No. 21/34th Year 15th June, 1967 


Contents 
Dr. Blake urges freedom of travel for East German churchmen ....... .273 
Memorial services for Philippe Maury held in Geneva and New York ..... 3 


pouurpatrican court’ rulés against’ Professor’ Pont’). 160 fh ee ee ba ke 4 


Suueches actyto did Near East’ war victims. ,taievens Yedda Rade Dim. Laomee 5 
National church bodies have role in interpreting new Directory, 

SRSA HO erage viel 65 Jo WS a REE CLMIRR wel Coke. GOL RN GIR e eke ee 
‘Chinese ministers laud Hong Kong police, question value of cheap labour .. 6 
Baptist leaders reject proposed SPpanLshestAwUuce ce oss ces eb eips ake wey cata ly carom O 
Israeli commission finds light damage to Holy Land shrines ........ 7 
PRCGROLANOLY LAGER ALSCUSSEM \y viet kN 6 Melee Mee Rl ou o'Cul'c! ol Sivclich ah eee ayia ee 7 
Importance of forthcoming synod stressed by Catholic columnist ...... 8 
Bsn Wei ches new status. for Orthodox communities! ss Say. Geveys os hele eo 
Indian union to help Christians make an impact on politics ........ 9 
Mexican priest renounces vows to startipsychoanalytic- centres, weet eel. aes Oo 
Opposition to ordination of women dropped by Church of Geneva ....... 9 
Conviction, of) Dr.; King is. tipheld\ bysSupteme, Court «. ta 4. Soke See 2 we ee ee ee LO 
German students propose service in poor countries as alternative to : 

MIA tCATY GETVICE Aas! \ Biredyges lo APTA sAaed vo Leled oatelceghsh css 5a oO Soba eee SLO 
FCC accepts church petition, asks comments by public ohare babar bore heer eee eg toatl O 
Primate -of ;Greece ,visits, Ecumenical) Patriarch 3.2% 0.60.. else ee 0d oe eae el 
Southern Baptist pastor says denomination may die without integration... 1l 
OM BE LGL eset dS oe he ee beaten be 6,8 6.4 83.66 oh aR er wt OE ESN TE Felis et he 


\ Published weekly under auspices: World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations + World Young}! 
| Women’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education + United Bible Societies : 


The aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian |! 
movements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment! 


No, 21 - 15th June, 1967 2 


DR. BLAKE URGES FREEDOM OF TRAVEL 
FOR EAST GERMAN CHURCHMEN 


(Geneva) - Dr. Eugene Carson Blake last week made his first trip to Germany 
as general secretary of the World Council of Churches. In the course of the 


week he visited both East and West Berlin. 


On June 8 he conferred with officials of the German Democratic Republic in 
East Berlin: Hans Seigewasser, state secretary for church affairs, and 
Gerald Gétting, chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the DDR 
Parliament. Present also was Oberkirchenrat Walter Papst. 


Dr. Blake presented’ the WCC's concern that all churches be allowed as much 
freedom as possible to exercise their normal functions. This involves the 
freedom of the East German churches to choose delegates to international 
meetings and obtain exit visas for them, as well as for the WCC to select 
technical experts to come to church consultations. 


Also involved is freedom of entry for churchmen who wish to visit the DDR. 


According to Dr. Blake, the conversation was a friendly one, and frank dis- 
cussion took place, although it is clear that the goals of the Government of 
the DDR are not compatible in certain respects with the interests of the World 
Council and its member churches. 


The Reformation Day celebrations at Wittenberg in October were discussed. Dr. 
Blake indicated that representatives from the Christian world will be urged to 
attend. The specific question of the West German churches' representation was 
not mentioned because it is understood that this matter is under discussion 
with the churches in the DDR. 


Two other concerns were presented by Dr. Blake. First was the possibility of 
sending more Christian literature into East Germany, including larger 
quantities of various periodicals. An investigation was promised. 


The second concern was that young people be permitted to study in other 
countries. While East German officials were unwilling to give permission for 
long-term study, it was indicated that participation in short-term conferences 
might be possible. Pastors and theologians will be permitted to address 
conferences and teach courses at the WCC's Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, it 
was stated. 


While in East Berlin, Dr. Blake also conferred with representatives of the 
churches there. He lunched with Free Church leaders, met with the East 
Berlin side of the Church of Berlin-Brandenburg presided over by General 
Superintendent Albrecht Schénherr, and had a long talk with bishops and 
presidents of the eight landeskirchen in the DDR. He also called on Bishop 
Jonathan, the acting Exarch of the Russian Orthodox Church, and gave a 
greeting to the Lutheran Synod, in session at the time. 


A dinner given by Bishop Friedrich-Wilhelm Krummacher was attended by Alfred 
Cardinal Bengsch, the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Berlin. 


In West Berlin Dr. Blake spoke to a large ecumenical gathering on "The New \ 
Chapter in the Ecumenical Movement" and preached in the Kaiser Friedrich 


(more) 
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Memorial Church. A session with leaders of the Berlin-Brandenburg Church 
in West Berlin was chaired by Bishop Kurt Scharf. Problems of the Berlin- 
Brandenburg Church, the Evangelical Church in Germany and the World Council 
were discussed in view of the political division of Germany. 


In conversations with university Christian workers and faculty members, held 
at the Hendrik Kraemer House of the Netherlands Congregation in Berlin, Dr. 
Blake learned of the difficulties students are having in West Berlin. Among 
those present were Prof. D. Helmut Gollwitzer, Prof. Heinrich Vogel and 
Prof. Dietrich Goldschmidt. | 


During a boat ride with young people of the Schénberg District and their 
leaders, Dr. Blake was struck by the remarkable parallel with young people's 
groups in other affluent Western societies. . EPS, Geneva 


MEMORIAL SERVICES FOR PHILIPPE MAURY 
HELD IN GENEVA AND NEW YORK 


(Geneva) - A memorial service was held in the chapel of the Ecumenical Centre 
on June 12 for Philippe Maury, director of the WCC Information Department who 
died in Lyon, France on June 6. The service was attended by the family, as 
well as many friends and colleagues. 


The service was conducted by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the 
WCC, who said, "We have suffered a great loss in this house and in this 
family... No-one can take the place he filled with such joy, with such a gift 
for friendship, and with such simple dedication." 


The sermon was preached by Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, former WCC general 
secretary, who said: "What we liked so much in our colleague and friend was 
his tremendous intellectual and spiritual curiosity, which was nevertheless 
rooted in a deep Christian conviction. Thus he showed us that the life of the 
Christian is not in any way curtailed; on the contrary, it can reflect some- 
thing of that abundant life given by the Good Shepherd to his sheep." 


Valdo Galland, head of the World Student Christian Federation, paid tribute to 
the fine work done by Philippe Maury during his 12 years as its general 
secretary. 


Passages from the Bible were read by Madeleine Barot and John Taylor of the WCC 
staff, and prayers were led by Father Leo Alting von Geusau, director of the 
Catholic Documentation Centre in Rome, and Father Paul Verghese, WCC associate 


general secretary. 


A second memorial service is being held June 16 at the Interchurch Center in 
New York City, where Mr. Maury had many friends. An appreciation will be 
given by Herluf Jensen, staff member of the Board of Social Ministry of the 
Lutheran Church in America who led the National Student Christian Federation 
(USA) when Philippe Maury was head of the world student organization. 
Scripture selections will be read by Dr. R. H. Edwin Espy, general secretary of 
the National Council of Churches, and Miss Betty Thompson of the Methodist 
Board of Missions. Dr. Truman Douglass of United Church of Christ Board for 
Homeland Ministries will give the prayer and Dr. Eugene Smith of WCC's New i 
York office is presiding. EPS, Geneva 
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SOUTH AFRICAN COURT RULES 
AGAINST PROFESSOR PONT 


(Cape Town) - Damages of $14,000 each were awarded in Rand Supreme Court to 
Professor A. S. Geyser and Dr. C. F. Beyers Naude in their libel action 


against Dr. A. D. Pont, professor of the history of Christianity at Pretoria 
University (EPS Nos. 7, 8, 9, 10 and 14). 


The two men also were awarded costs of the action — one of the most costly of 
its kind, and the most protracted, in South African history. Justice Trollip, 
who presided, also ordered Professor Pont to pay interest on the judgement at 
a rate of 6 per cent per annum until the full amount is paid. 


The case had drawn worldwide interest. Both plaintiffs are Dutch Reformed 
Church clergymen and associated with the Christian Institute of South Africa, 
which is both ecumenical and an advocate of racial justice. 


The libel action stemmed from a series of articles published in the Nederduitsch 
Hervormde Kerk's official journal. In them Prof. Pont bitterly attacked 
liberalism, communism, the ecumenical movement, and bodies associated with 
ecumenism. 


Professor Geyser and Dr. Beyers Naude had each claimed $28,000 damages from 
Professor Pont. The case, which began on February 15, lasted four months. 


The judge's final decision filled 188 pages, but in court he read only the final 
page. This merely detailed his finding in favour of the appellants and the 
fact they were awarded costs. 


In his decision, Justice Trollip ruled that in several of the articles the term 
"fellow theologians" had obviously applied to Professor Geyser and Dr. Naude 
and that there was ‘animus injuriandi' in the author's treatment. 


The justice said that he had accepted the evidence of Dr. Labuschagne, 
Lecturer in Semitic languages at Pretoria University, that he would deduce 
from the articles that they referred to Professor Geyser and Dr. Beyers Naude 
- also that the "ordinary reader" could understand they were the persons re~ 
ferred to. . 


Justice Trollip said that articles written by Professor Pont on the Mindolo 
Conference, organized by the World Council of Churches in Kitwe in 1964 and 
which condemned apartheid, also identified the plaintiffs and contained refer- 
ences that were untrue. 


"These untrue statements of fact", he said, “contained libelous allegations of 
a most serious nature", He also found there was serious libel in the articles' 
contention that communism and underground activities designed to overthrow the 
existing order in South Africa could be attributed to the plaintiffs. 


The judge added that an "aggravating circumstance" affecting his award of 
damages was the fact that the articles alleged communism against the two 
Dutch Reformed ministers and others. _ EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES ACT TO AID 
NEAR EAST WAR VICTIMS 


(Geneva) - A few days after the World Council of Churches issued an appeal 
for an initial $2,000,000 to aid war victims throughout the Near East and to 
restart compassionate work there among the neediest of all religions and 
nationalities, responses had been received from churches in three continents, 
including Eastern and Western Europe. 


Latest reports from WCC-related field staff throughout the troubled area have 
confirmed the seriousness of the plight of tens of thousands of people whose 
lives have been disrupted by the conflict and whose fears for the future are 
grave. 


The World Council has informed the heads of various churches of the importance 
of ecumenical solidarity in helping those sorely afflicted. 


Staff members from the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World 
Service are being sent to the Near East to explore the most appropriate ways in 
which the solidarity of Christian compassion can be expressed for those in 
urgent need. EPS, Geneva 


NATIONAL CHURCH BODIES HAVE ROLE 
IN INTERPRETING NEW DIRECTORY, CARDINAL SAYS 


(Loccum) - The "Ecumenical Directory" published in Rome on May 26 (EPS No. 19) 
is merely ''a framework for ecumenical action", according to Lorenz Cardinal 
Jaeger, Archbishop of Paderborn, Germany. National conferences of Catholic 
bishops in each country will have .to issue instructions as to how the 
Directory should be implemented in each situation, he said. 


Cardinal Jaeger made this comment as he and Dr. Hermann Dietzfelbinger of 
Munich, Bishop of Bavaria, were reporting on the second meeting between 
delegates of the Evangelical Church of Germany (EKD) and the German Catholic 
Bishops. The meeting took place at the Evangelical Academy here the end of 
May. 


Mutual agreement should be reached between Catholics and Protestants in 
Germany, said Cardinal Jaeger, so that the churches cannot be played off 
against each other, as they were when the Roman Catholic Church issued the in- 
struction on mixed marriage. 


Although the question of mixed marriage is not mentioned in the first part of 
the Directory, Cardinal Jaeger expressed the hope that "humanly bearable solu- 
tions" would be found when the Catholic Bishops" Synod meets at the end of 
September. 


Questions discussed at Loccum included relations between the two communions, 
Church-State relations (including the problem of confessional schools), and the 
unrest caused "throughout the whole Church" as a result of contemporary theo- 
logical studies, 


Bishop Dietzfelbinger described the meeting as a sign of growing solidarity | 
within Christendom. : EPS, Geneva 
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CHINESE MINISTERS LAUD HONG KONG POLICE, 
QUESTION VALUE OF CHEAP LABOUR 


(Hong Kong) - Violence has abated in Hong Kong, but token strikes by workers in 
leftist-dominated unions continue, according to a report from the Church of 
Christ in China with headquarters here. The strikes may last an hour, two 
hours or a day, it is reported, and they seem to be part of a war of nerves. 


ee ee le 


An unexpected outcome of the riots has been the uniting of public opinion | 
behind the government and the police force. Nearly 600 organizations. expressed 
gratitude for the firm and patient action by these agencies. 


A voluntary fund for the education of policemen's children had reached 
HK$3,500,000 (US$600,000) as of June 6. 


Chinese ministers belonging to the Church of Christ in China in Hong Kong drew 
up a statement addressed to the government and given to the press. 


"The extreme patience of the police and their efforts to prevent these dis- 
turbances", was hailed by the churchmen. "Christians should give full support 
to the government for its correct and efficient action towards settling the 
riots", they said. 


Calling for the expansion of the voluntary police force, the statement encouraged 
Christians with the necessary qualifications to offer their services to the 
force. Support was also asked for the higher education fund for the benefit 

of policemen's children. 


Since the riots started over a minor labour dispute between the management and 
workers of an artificial flower factory, the Chinese clergymen ask that govern- 
ment departments use their influence to mediate such disputes. 


"Cheap labour, in the long run, may not be beneficial to the future industrial 
development of Hong Kong", they stated. 


Some 40 per cent of the city's population is young people. The government was 
therefore asked to set up a special department to deal with their problems, to 
provide more money for education, including vocational training. 


The Chinese ministers acted, it was reported, because they believed that if 
Hong Kong were taken over by Communist forces, the churches would suffer the 
same fate as those on the mainland. They felt it essential to stand with the 
forces of law and order against those who would create chaos, possibly as a 
prelude to takeover. EPS, Geneva 


BAPTIST LEADERS REJECT 
PROPOSED SPANISH STATUTE 


(Barcelona) - The ultimate effect of the proposed law on religious liberty will 
be to restrict the religious freedom of Protestants, stated nine Baptist leaders 
in Spain at a meeting here. In a letter ‘to churches affiliated to the Baptist 
Union of Spain, they point out that the separation of church and state and 
religious liberty are among the basic beliefs of Baptists. With these 
principles the new Spanish legislation does not agree. — 


It is announced that the Baptist congregations and their clergy will refuse to 
accept registration by state Ot eae (as laid down in Articles 13 and 33 of 
the new law). EPS, Geneva 
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ISRAELI COMMISSION FINDS LIGHT 
DAMAGE TO HOLY, LAND SHRINES 


(Jerusalem) - A commission set up to assess war damage to the holy places in 
and near Jerusalem said that it seemed to be "very light". The report noted 
that these were only "first findings". 


In regard to the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, which is considered the 
oldest Christian church still in use, "no substantial damage" was reported. 


This church, which is shared by Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox and Armenian 
Apostolic Christians, was hit by one Israeli shell. A fire started on the 
‘roof, but was quickly extinguished by a group of Greek Orthodox monks, led 
by Bishop Pella Clavius. 


-The Wailing Wall in Jerusalem's Old Section, one of Judaism's most treasured 
shrines, was temporarily closed to civilians until it could be checked for 
possible mines. EPS, Geneva 


FATE OF HOLY PLACES DISCUSSED 


(Geneva) - The future of holy places in the Middle East is a matter of con- 
siderable importance to Christians all over the world. Two statements made 
in recent days bear on this subject. 


In Jerusalem the Greek Orthodox Patriarch Benedictos I, on behalf of all 
Christian churches in the formerly Jordanian Old City of Jerusalem, thanked 
the Israeli army for its protection of historic shrines, churches and monas~ 
teries in the Holy City during and after the battle there. 


His statement was given to the Israeli military governor of the sector, 
Brigadier General Vivian Herzog. 


General Herzog said Jewish officials and religious leaders, returning to the 

Old City for the first time in nearly 20 years, had found many of their 
traditional holy places desecrated. He said Israel would respect freedom of 
worship for all faiths and asked the Christian leaders to cooperate in returning 
conditions to normal. 


In Paris, the newspaper Le Monde printed a letter from Father Yves Congar, O.P., 
in which he said: "Undoubtedly the Jews will maintain freedom of access to 

the holy places just as the Sek of Jordan did, so that there is no cause 
for complaint on that score. 


However, he expressed concern about Christian communities in Jordan coming under 
Jewish sovereignty if it were on the same basis as those in Israel. While 
Israel is officially a "secular" society, Father Congar said that the life of 
Christians is often difficult. EPS, Geneva 
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IMPORTANCE OF FORTHCOMING SYNOD 
STRESSED BY CATHOLIC COLUMNIST 


(London) - The new Synod of Bishops of the Roman Catholic Church, which will 
meet in September in Rome, could make the reform of the Curia almost irrelevant, 
according to Desmond Fisher, Catholic columnist who writes regularly for the 
Church Times published here. 


Mr. Fisher, in his column of June 2, bases his prediction on the assumption 
that once the Curia is seen to be pee the administrative arm of the Pope" 
while the Synod becomes more and more the deliberative arm, the power of the 
Curia over the individual bishop and the Church as a whole will ve greatly 
reduced. 


Fears that the Pope would fill up the Synod with cardinals or would himself 
select its personnel were not realised, Mr. Fisher reports. 


While it is not known what the Synod will be asked to do, Mr. Fisher believes 
the Pope will want a "strong and independent" body and not simply a chorus of: 
"yes-men" | 


"This would afford him an excellent chance to circumvent the Curia, which is 
still obviously working to reverse or at least to slow down the impetus given 
by the post-Conciliar developments in the Church", Mr. Fisher writes. 


According to the Church Times columnist, the Pope will probably remit the birth 
control question to the Synod, and may eventually ask it to examine the workings 


of the regulations on mixed marriages. 


If the Synod develops into a major organ of church government, it will show non- 


Roman Catholics, "the Orthodox and Anglicans particularly”, that the Pope is not 


"an autocrat at the top of ‘a* pyramid but the sign and centre of unity in the 
middle of the people of God, represented by their bishops. 


"It is not too far-fetched to see in this a possible solution to the vexed 
problem of papal primacy in the ecumenical dialogue", Mr. Fisher concludes. 
EPS, Geneva. 


AUSTRIA WEIGHS NEW STATUS 
FOR ORTHODOX COMMUNITIES 


(Vienna) - Orthodox churches throughout Austria would enjoy the same legal 
Status and governmental protection as other "approved religions" under a 
draft law recently approved by the Federal Ministry of Education. 


All Orthodox communities have been operating under outmoded legislation dating 
back to the 18th and 19th centuries. This deprived them of many benefits 
which Catholic and Protestant churches have received. Now, however, Orthodox 
teachers of religion may receive salaries from public funds. Government aid 
is given to religious schools here. 


The legislation, still to be approved by Parliament, would make Greek, 
tee and Rumanian Orthodox communities corporations recognised under 
public law. EPS, Geneva 
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INDIAN UNION TO HELP CHRISTIANS 
MAKE AN IMPACT ON POLITICS 


(New Delhi) - To help Christians in India participate effectively in the 
political and economic life of their country, the Christian Union of India has 
been formed. 


President of the independent group is Dr. J. Russell Chandran, principal of 
United Theological College in Bangalore, who is a vice chairman of the WCC 
Central Committee. 


Rejecting any intention to act as a separate political party, the Christian Union 


said it plans to mobilise public opinion to ahve "a proper shape and mould" to 
the policies of different parties. 


One particular goal of the group is the removal of poverty and oppression and 
the establishment of social and economic justice for all. It also vowed to 
uphold the rights of Christians as a minority group, and indicated it would 
cooperate with the Catholic Union of India for this purpose. 


Other influential members of the Christian Union are A. K. Thampy, a Madras 
businessman who was named treasurer, and E. V. Mathew, an attorney of Bangalore, 
serving as secretary. | EPS, Geneva 


MEXICAN PRIEST RENOUNCES VOWS 
TO START PSYCHOANALYTIC CENTRE. 


(Mexico City) - Father Gregoire LeMercier, OSB, prior of the Resurrection 
Monastery at Cuernavaca, announced June 11 on Mexican television that he and 
his monks were renouncing their monastic vows and cutting their links to the 
Benedictine order to create a new community "open to all who wish to share in 
our community life". 


A tribunal appointed by the Pope had forbidden Father LeMercier to continue 
the practice of psychoanalysis at the monastery (EPS No. 19). 


Father LeMercier said that he and 40 monks were joining with the Emaus Psycho- 
analysis Centre to form a new institution to be under the direction of himself 
and Dr. Gustave Quevedo. Other participants will include Dr. Frida Zund and 


Dr. Jose Luis Gonzalez. 


Three monks indicated they would remain loyal to their order. EPS, Geneva 


OPPOSITION TO ORDINATION OF WOMEN 
DROPPED BY CHURCH OF GENEVA 


(Geneva) - "Women who have graduated in theology can be appointed as pastors" ; 
the consistory of the Protestant Church of the Canton of Geneva has agreed. 


The "Consistoire" is undertaking the revision of Article VI of the Church's 
Constitution dealing with the ministry. By this unanimous vote it swept away 
every obstacle to women pastors, both theological and practical. 


However, the members of the anbeed? still must vote on the constitutional change. 
EPS, Geneva 
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CONVICTION OF DR. KING 
IS UPHELD BY SUPREME COURT 


(Washington) - The U.S. Supreme Court upheld by a 5-4 vote the contempt con- 
victions of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and seven other civil rights leaders 
stemming from demonstrations in Birmingham, Ala., in 1963, 


The eight men will have to serve five days in jail and pay $50 fines as a 
result of the ruling. 


The high court conceded that the Alabama court injunction forbidding the 
demonstrations and the ordinance on which the injunction was based could have 
been challenged in the courts. 


However, the majority opinion said: "This court cannot hold that the 
petitioners were constitutionally free to ignore all procedures of the law and 
carry their battle to the streets." 


Chief Justice Earl Warren, in his dissenting opinion, held that the Alabama 
ordinance was followed solely to punish the demonstrators for contempt through 
violating an injunction, rather than for violating "the unconstitutional 
statute". EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN STUDENTS PROPOSE SERVICE IN POOR COUNTRIES 
AS ALTERNATIVE TO MILITARY SERVICE 


(Stuttgart) - Service in under-developed countries should be recognized as an 
alternative to military service for conscientious objectors. This recommenda~ 
tion was made to the West German Government by the Protestant Student Movement 
in Germany. 


The appeal was a direct outcome of an international study conference held at 
Hichst. There 150 students discussed the responsibility of the religions 
for rapid social change in the world. 


"Service to developing countries is service for world peace, just as the main- 
tenance of peace is the task of the armed forces", says the recommendation. 
"Such service need not necessarily mean a refusal to undertake military 
service; but it is a different form of peace-service." EPS, Geneva 


FCC ACCEPTS CHURCH PETITION, 
ASKS COMMENTS BY PUBLIC 


(New York) - A United Church of Christ petition to end discrimination in radio- 
TV employment practices has been accepted by the Federal Communications 
Commission and referred to the general public for comment. . 


The petition, filed by the UCC's Office of Communication, Board for Homeland 
Ministries, and the Committee for Racial Justice Now, asks the FCC to rule that 
stations must file annually "satisfactory evidence" they do not discriminate 

in employment practices on the basis of race, colour, religion, or national 
origin. 


Noting that any business receiving federal contracts is required to furnish 
proof of compliance with fair employment practices, the Office of 
Communication said: "The FCC regularly grants valuable licences to tele- 
vision and radio stations without such: requirement." EPS, Geneva 
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PRIMATE OF GREECE VISITS 
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH 


(Istanbul) - Archbishop Hieronimos of Athens and All Greece paid an official 
visit to Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras June 8-12... He was accompanied 
by two members of the Holy Synod of the Church of Greece. 


Upon reaching Turkish soil the Archbishop sent a telegram to the President of 
the Republic conveying greetings on behalf of the Church of Greece. 


A telegram received by Archbishop Hieronimos and signed by the former Arch- 
bishop of Athens, Chrisostomos, read: "Blessed be your pilgrimage to the 
centre of eternal truth." 


Official talks were held by the Ecumenical Patriarch and the Primate of Greece 
in the presence of the members of the Pan-Orthodox and Pan-Christian Committees. 


A communiqué issued following the meeting said that discussions had centred 
on matters concerning the two churches and their responsibilities in regard to 
the Pan-Orthodox and Pan-Christian world. Participants agreed to follow a 
common path in pursuing their responsibilities. 


On June 11, the Archbishop celebrated the Holy Liturgy in the Patriarchal 
Cathedral in the presence of the Patriarch, the members of the Holy Synod and 
a large crowd of people. EPS, Geneva 


SOUTHERN BAPTIST PASTOR SAYS DENOMINATION 
MAY DIE WITHOUT INTEGRATION 


(Miami Beach) - The Southern Baptist Convention will die unless its churches 
open their doors to all races and church members become concerned about the 
needs of people, a Texas pastor predicted here. 


Addressing the Southern Baptist Pastors’ Conference, Buckner Fanning, pastor of 
San Antonio's Trinity Baptist Church, called for an expression of Christian 
love which would find church members involved as Christians on a personal level 
in all of the activities of their community. 


Speaking on the strategy of penetration, Fanning told how his church had 
turned from the traditional approach of inspiration to one of action, then made 
this prediction: 


"Unless our churches bécome places of worship where people of all. races and 
classes meet together in Christ through worship and fellowship; unless we 
become great springs of new life flowing out from our sanctuaries into the hot 
parched prairies of human need; unless we Baptists experience a change of 
attitude and a change in direction, then we too will pass into the graveyard of 


denominations." 


Fanning said his church changed its approach after one of the members, a 
Christian businessman, told him he had all the inspiration he could stand and 


that he was ready to get his hands on some of the needs and problems of the 


world. EPS, Geneva 
| 
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IN BRIEF 


The interdenominational campaign opened in the middle of 1965 to collect funds 
for "Relief for Vietnam" (both for North and South) has so far received | 
500,000 German Marks ($125,000). This has been used mainly to acquire mecical 
instruments, laboratory equipment and medicines. The report was given by Dr. 
Martin Nieméller, former president of the Church of Hesse-Nassau, at a meeting 
in Frankfurt-am-Main. At the beginning of this year Dr. Niemdller visited 
North Vietnam as a member of a delegation sent by "Relief for Vietnam". 


* * * 


The Order of the British Empire has been conferred by Queen Elizabeth II on 
Miss Margaret Jaboor, who was associated with the Refugee Service of the World 
Council of Churches for 15 years. When Miss Jaboor retired at the end of 
last year the WCC Division of Inter-Church Aid passed a special minute which 
said: "Miss Jaboor has been a living symbol of compassionate Christian care." 


* % * 


The "Church and Society" Committee of the Hungarian Ecumenical Council is 
working on study material on the theme "The social-ethical responsibility of 
the Church in our time". On the one hand, it evaluates the findings of last 
year's World Conference on Church and Society; on the other hand, the material 
is intended as a contribution to preparations for the Fourth Assembly of the 
WCC in 1968 at Uppsala. The subsidiary themes stressed are: "The Word of 
God and our present social-ethical responsibility"; "The Church and the 
Socialist Society"; "The Church for the social world-order"; and "The 

Church for peace and cooperation in the thréatened world". 


* * * 


The Rev. William Corzine, staff member of the Methodist General Board of 
Education (USA), will be loaned to the World Student Christian Federation for 
a year, beginning September 1. He will be organizing secretary for two major 
WSCF meetings to be held in the summer of 1968.- a World Student Conference 
July 22,31 at the University of Turku, Finland, and the WSCF General, Committee 
meeting August 2-14 at Otaniemi near Helsinki, Finland. On the Methodist 
staff Mr. Corzine has been responsible for relationships with the Methodist 
Student Movement and the University Christian Movement. 


* * * 


Evangelical Bishop Lajos Vetoe, head of the North Diocese of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Hungary and senior bishop of the church for the past 19 
years, has announced his decision to retire for reasons of health. He will be 
succeeded by the Rev. Ernoe Ottlyk, general secretary of the Ecumenical Council 
of Churches in Hungary. He is also professor of church history at. the 
Lutheran Theological Academy in Budapest. Bishop Vetoe was previously a 
member of the WCC Central Committee and is currently on the Faith and Order 
Commission, : 


* * * 


Dr. 2. K. Matthews, Botswana's Ambassador at the United Nations, has been chosen 
to represent the Anglican Communion at the Third World Congress of the Lay 


Apostolate in Rome later this year. 
EPS, Geneva 


% * * 
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WCC REJECTS TAKING SIDES IN MIDDLE EAST, 
STRESSES ROLE OF RECONCILIATION 


(Geneva) - Urgent requests have come to the World Council of Churches to take 
sides in the Arab-Israeli conflict, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general 
secretary, reported to officers and member churches of the Council. 


However, the WCC considers its "primary responsibility" to be an agent of 
reconciliation across cultural, ideological and national divisions. Therefore, 
it cannot identify itself with the political aims of any state, he said. 


Dr. Blake's statement was contained in a letter to the 223 member churches, and 
to the WCC Central and Executive Committees. It set forth what the General 
Secretariat had done, proposed to do and the "guiding principles" governing its 
actions. 


Two staff members have been sent to Jerusalem and one to Beirut, Damascus and 
Cairo, Dr. Blake reported, to consult with member churches, representatives of 
international agencies and government officials. 


They are seeking to learn what the WCC can do to aid refugees, both Arabs and 
Israelis; to help find a solution to the long-term refugee problem; to remove 
other obstacles to a just peace; and to help achieve a proper solution for the 
holy places in Jerusalem. . 


On June 9 the WCC issued an appeal to member churches for $2,000,000 to "aid war 
victims throughout the Near East". Other actions included a plea to the U.N. 
and to U Thant to work for a prompt and equitable cease-fire. 


Dr. Blake outlines four "guiding principles" behind the Council's actions and 
its refusal to speak or act in some cases. 


1) A chief concern of the WCC is to help prevent violence and war and to seek 
peace when war has broken out. "It is not the task of the WCC to try to 
be judge between conflicting national interests." 


2) When a conflict has begun, the WCC is committed to help those who have 
suffered, no matter what their political position, religion or national 
origin. 


3) Some constituents have asked the WCC to take a position on one side or the 
other of this conflict "on the basis of it being our moral duty". The reason 
for not responding is that the WCC "considers that, as an agency of the ecu- 
menical movement with loyalty to the.one Lord Jesus Christ, its primary res- 
ponsibility is to be an agency of reconciliation across the cultural, 
confessional, ideological and national divisions of men and churches. We 
do not believe that the Israeli-Arab conflict is a political issue on which 


moral duty clearly requires us to take an absolute stand for or against 
either side." 


4) Although it is aware that its member churches have been pressed to support 
one side of the conflict, the WCC is concerned to act "to prevent by every 
means the escalation of the Middle East conflict into a new confrontation of 
the great powers, which would add to the strains between them, already 
present because of the unresolved conflict in Vietnam". 

EPS, Geneva 


a 


No. 22 - 22nd June, 1967 7 


CANADA'S PRESBYTERIANS WILL 
ATTEND ANGLICAN-UNITED TALKS 


(Ottawa, Ont.) - The 93rd General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Canada 
overwhelmingly accepted an invitation to rates the Anglican and United Churches 
of Canada in their talks on union. 


The invitation to participate in the conversations of the other two denomi- 
nations came as a surprise to the General Assembly. 


In support of the decision to send representatives, the Rev. Murdo Nicolson of 
Calgary, Alberta, said: "We have to support this unless we are prepared to say 
that our whole attitude is one of separation. We should not be afraid to do 
this if we really understand what and who we are as a reformed church." 


The United Church of Canada was formed in 1925 by merger of Methodists, Con- 
gregationalists, and some Presbyterians. ~In 1965 it had slightly more than 
one million members. The Anglican Church of Canada reported 1,359,601 members 
in that year. | 7 : 


The Presbyterian Church of Canada has a membership in excess of 200,000. It 
will be represented by observer-consultants whose duty it will be to watch the 
proceedings and answer questions in the Anglican-United union conversations. 


The Presbyterian Assembly also voted in favour of the abolition of capital 
punishment, but did so without prejudice to a statement on church and state 
adopted in 1954 which affirmed the right of a state to inflict the death 
penalty. 


An appeal to Parliament also asked that laws be amended to permit therapeutic 

abortion when the continuance of pregnancy endangers the mother's life or: is ~ 
likely to impair seriously her physical. or mental health, and when authorised 
by qualified medical authorities. 


The General Assembly rejected a motion which would have restricted the ordination 
of women as elders or ministers to those who are unmarried. EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLICS, DUTCH REFORMED AGREE 
ON MUTUAL RECOGNITION OF BAPTISM 


(Utrecht, Holland) - The Roman Catholic and the Dutch Reformed churches in the 
Netherlands have agreed, after prolonged discussions, to recognise each other's 
baptismal ceremonies as valid. 


The agreement was announced in the annual report of the St. Willibrord Society, 
the Catholic agency officially in charge of ecumenical relations. 


-In future, the two churches will exchange baptismal certificates on request in 
cases involving the question of whether a person is legitimately baptised. 


The ecumenical agency announced that talks are continuing on the subject of 
mixed marriages and that consultations (which are expected to "continue for a 
long time") are being held on: the question of intercommunion. 


Discussions on the question of Baptism began after controversy arose over the 
conversion of Princess Irene of Holland to Roman Catholicism. EPS, Geneva 
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RELIEF IS A MAJOR CONCERN 
OF PROTESTANT AND ORTHODOX CHURCHES 


(Waterloo, Canada/London/New York) - An appeal for $1,500,000 for relief and 
rehabilitation in the Middle East was authorised by the Executive Committee of 
the Lutheran World Federation at its annual meeting in Waterloo. 


"Substantial sums will be required for the re-establishment of the programme 
which LWF has conducted in the Middle East for many years and to enable it to 
meet the enlarged needs which have arisen", the committee said. 


In London the Christian Aid Department of the British Council of Churches: placed 


a quarter-page advertisement in a number of papers on June 16 calling attention 
to the appeal by the World Council of Churches for £650, 000 inca 000, 902A "for 
the relief of all war sufferers throughout the entire area" 


Noting that it had immediately sent a contribution of £20,000 to the World 
Council's offices, Christian Aid stated that "special donations will be 
gratefully received". 


In New York, the National Council of Churches’ overseas aid agency, Church World 
Service, asked U.S. Protestant and Orthodox churches for a minimum of $1,000,000 
towards the World Council's appeal. EPS, Geneva 


MISSIONARIES REPORTED UNINJURED 
IN MIDDLE EAST; PRESBYTERIANS LEAVE 


(New York/Geneva) - More than 90 missionaries of the United Presbyterian Church 
USA were evacuated from the Middle East during the week of June 5 at the direct 
request of the United States Government. They left posts in Egypt, the Sudan, 
Syria, Lebanon and Iraq. 


Some 140 missionaries are assigned to this area and 100 were living there when 
war broke out. "Only a handful were able to remain at their tasks", reports 
Dr. John Coventry Smith, general secretary of the Commission on Ecumenical 
Mission and Relations. 


All staff members of the Lutheran World Federation's extensive refugee aid 
programme in Jordan escaped injury and remained at their posts during the war, 
1t was reported at LWF headquarters in Geneva. 


However, the Federation's Augusta Victoria Hospital on the Mount of Olives is 
believed to have been severely damaged. It remained open and operating at 
about 50 per cent capacity, caring for patients on the first floor and in the 
basement. Upper floors sustained the most damage. 


From London comes word that nore.of the Church Missionary Society's workers was 
injured. Property in the Israeli section of Jerusalem was undamaged, but no 
information is available on that in the Jordanian section. EPS, Geneva 


2" 7 —_— ~ 


No. 22 - 22nd June, 1967 5 


LAYMEN ABROAD EXAMINE 
NEW FORMS OF CHRISTIAN PRESENCE 


(Loccum, Germany) - The Christian layman who goes abroad to work and live as a 
businessman, technician, educator or volunteer in a foreign country, increasingly 
becomes the prototype of modern man. ~-He experiences in his own life and work 
the clash of national interests, the contrast of cultures, the tensions arising 
from unequal standards of living, the problems due to psychological and 

language barriers. 


As one speaker said at the recent consultation on "Laymen Abroad" held here, 
"even those who never go abroad in their whole life will increasingly face 

the same problems and questions at home, as we begin to enter into a one-world 
situation in which cultures, races and different economic standards clash". 


This was what led the WCC Department on the Laity to sponsor this world-wide 
consultation together with regional Christian councils and agencies set up to 
assist laymen going overseas. Objective of the consultation was to discover 
new modes of Christian participation and ecumenical presence in this challenging 
situation, and practical ways in which the churches can help men and women pre- 
pare themselves for it. 


To do the job a widely representative group of 60 people had assembled at the 
Evangelical Academy of Loccum near the scene of the German "Kirchentag". 

There was a Japanese business consultant whose job frequently takes him abroad, 
a lawyer from Manila, and a Dutch ambassador who had served in a dozen different 
countries. Another group of participants included those responsible for new 
types of training to prepare laymen going overseas or for programmes of infor- 
mation and education. Pastors of foreign-language congregations and inter- 
national churches abroad also came. 


Specific attention was given to three areas: the role and place of foreign- 
language congregations, the assistance to laymen going abroad, and the tasks of 
the churches in the host countries. 


Of the foreign-language congregation the report says that it must not only 
provide care for Christians from abroad, but should "manifest the unity and 
universality of the Church through visible links and common action with the 
indigenous churches". It should also join the indigenous churches "in 
recognising and exercising missionary responsibilities for the society of the 
host country". The churches in the host country, on the other hand, should 
take more seriously their responsibility for the foreigners in their midst and 


take the initiative in meeting them. 


The action-oriented working groups on the three subjects were supported by 
several lectures. Speakers put the movement of increasing numbers of Christians 
across the world into the wider framework of the quest for economic development 
and justice, the political and ideological issues involved, and the problems as 
seen by cultural anthropologists. The consultation was chaired by Bishop Ban 

It Chiu of Singapore, who earlier as a lawyer and later as a clergyman has had 
considerable experience in living abroad. He gave several years of study 

to this question as head of the WCC's Secretariat for the Service of Laymen 
Abroad. EPS, Geneva 
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BOSSEY INSTITUTE EXAMINES MEANING 
OF JEWISH HISTORY FOR CHRISTIAN MISSION 


(Bossey, Switzerland) - What can Christians learn from the Jews that will be 
of help in the fulfillment of the Christian mission? was the subject of a 
conference which had been planned a year ago but started just as the Israel- 
Arab war was taking place. 


On hand for the annual Course for Ministers and Missionaries offered by the 
wWCC's Ecumenical Institute were ministers, missionaries and priests from 

Eastern and Western Europe as well as the Third World. Four nuns were also 
present representing an order that specialises in Jewish-Christian dialogue. 


Dr. Hans-Reudi Weber, associate director of the Institute, explained that this 


is a new emphasis in missionary studies. Heretofore the New Testament has been 


the focus of this effort. However, the Institute course was seeking to learn 
what the Old Testament teaches in terms of the missionary message and methods. 


"Throughout history the Jews have concentrated not on preaching and conversion 
but on the need to go and be God's people. Christians now are beginning to 
talk about the value of Christian "presence" in the university, in the world 
and the centres of power. Thus we are trying to see what we can learn fro 
the Jews and their history", said Dr. Weber. 


Lecturers for the course included Dr. Uriel Tal, distinguished professor of 
Jewish history at the Hebrew University; Dr. Penina Navé, also of Hebrew 
University but currently visiting professor at Heidelberg University; and Dri 
Alexandre Safran, chief rabbi of Geneva. World Council staff members who 
lectured were the Rev. Anker Gjerding and the Rev. Philip Potter. 

. EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC PRIEST OFFICIATES AT 
WEDDING IN EPISCOPAL CHURCH 


(Philadelphia, Pennsylvania) - Historic Christ Episcopal Church, one of the 


oldest in the U.S., was the scene of this city's first ecumenical wedding. aye 


Roman Catholic priest and an Episcopal rector participated. 


A spokesman for the Philadelphia Archdiocese said the ceremony was one of the 
first to be held in other than a Roman Catholic church, and described it as "a 
mark of the measure of unity being achieved by Christian churches". 


It had the approval of Archbishop John J. Krol and Episcopal Bishop Robert 
DeWitt. 


The officiating priest was Father James J. Murphy, Catholic chaplain at the 
University of Pennsylvania. Dr. Ernest A. Harding, rector of the Episcopal 
church, read the Epistle and gave the benediction. 


The couple are John J. Rumbarger, 29, a Roman Catholic, and the former Margaret 
C. Love, 24, of Baltimore. The bride said she had willingly agreed to rear 
children of the marriage in the Catholic faith. ‘EPS, Geneva 
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WCC/ROMAN CATHOLIC GROUP OUTLINES 
JOINT STUDIES ON JUSTICE, DEVELOPMENT 


(Geneva) - The possibility of joint study and action by the World Council of 
Churches and the Roman Catholic Church in the area of international justice, 
development and peace was explored by a small group which met here at WCC 
headquarters 18-20 June. 


Members of the group had been designated by the WCC General Secretariat and the 
Pontifical Commission on Justice and Peace. 


Co-chairmen of the meeting were Msgr. Joseph Gremillion of the Pontifical 
Commission, and Mn. Max Kohnstamm of the Netherlands, a Dutch Reformed layman 
who has been a leader in WCC studies on church and society and international 
affairs. 


The group recommended joint ecumenical study and action in several areas: the 
theological basis for promoting justice, development and peace; the strategy of 
economic and social development; the need for new structures of national and 
international relations. 


Further meetings are under consideration. 


Participants in the exploratory meeting were as follows: World Council of Churches. 
Rev. Paul Abrecht, Dr. John C. Bennett, Archpriest V. Borovoy, Axel von dem 

Bussche, Dr.’ Richard Fagley, Rev. Dominique Micheli, Prof. Samuel Parmar, Rev. 
Philip Potter, Dr. Lukas Vischer. Roman Catholic Church. Fr. Jérome Hamer, 

Msgr. Pio Laghi, Fr. Henri de Riedmatten, Augusto Vanistendael, Vittorino 

Veronese. EPS, Geneva 


MALAWI IS SCENE OF PROMISING 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 


(Zomba, Malawi) - On the advice of Dr. Hastings K. Banda, President of Malawi, 
a rural community development programme has been started with church support in 
the Fort Johnston-East District. 


A mobile team has already established temporary headquarters in Namwera. The 
team is composed of an agriculturist, a literacy supervisor, a medical super- 
visor, and a community development supervisor and an assistant. 


Known as Project Utumiki, which means "rendering of humble service", the develop- 
ment programme was suggested by the Christian Service Committee of the Christian 


Council of Malawi. 


Funds are now being sought from churches around the world through the Ecumenica! 
Programme for Emergency Action in Africa (EPEAA) . 


Roman Catholics have indicated they would like to contribute to the project. 
The Conference of Bishops of the Roman Catholic Church in Malawi and the 
Christian Council of Malawi have agreed to the writing of a constitution which 
would formalise a plan for joint participation and support. EPS, Geneva 
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LWF'S WORLD ASSEMBLY 
SCHEDULED FOR BRAZIL IN 1970 


(Waterloo, Ont.) - The Lutheran World Federation will hold its fifth World 
Assembly, originally planned for East Germany, at Porto Alegre, Brazil in 1970. 


An invitation to meet in Latin America was extended by the Evangelical Church of 
the Lutheran Confession in Brazil and twas unanimously accepted by the LWF's 
Executive Committee at its annual meeting here. 


Officers of the Federation were authorised to set the precise dates for the 
10-day Assembly, the theme of which will be "Sent Into the World”. 


The Federation had scheduled a World Assembly for East Germany in 1969. but. had 
to change its plans when authorities of the German Democratic Republic said 
the meeting could not take place. 


Christian unity will remain a question of "special significance for decades to 
come", Dr. André Appel, general secretary of the LWF, told the. Executive | 
Committee at Waterloo. "This important sign of the Church. of Christ dare not 
become just an empty slogan. 


"We must be able to say with clarity which unity we are speaking of, and what 
we understand: by it. 


"Are we only ‘seeking the unity of the Luthefan Church, as if it were an end in)” 
itself, or do we actually confess the Universal Church of which we wish to give 
a witness?", Dr. Appel asked. | 
In his view the LWF "does not wish to be a final form of unity", but is "a 
necessary instrument" for seeking "the universality of the Church within the 
framework of sthe ecumenical movement". 


The LWF is also needed, he said,"as an encouragement for renewal within our | 
church and for consideration of the Church's commission to the world", He 
also urged that "we must become clear about the task we have in the general 
development of the ecumenical movement". : 


As one responsibility he suggested the training of a Lutheran ecumenical 
leadership. EPS, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA GIVES ANGLICAN BISHOP 
TWO WEEKS TO LEAVE 


(Geneva) - Anglican Bishop C. E. Crowther of Kimberley, South Africa, told news- 
men here that he has been given two weeks to settle personal affairs there 


before being barred from the country. He must leave South Africa before the 
end of June, he reported. 


The bishop said he presumed that he was being barred from South Africa because 


of frequent statements opposing apartheid made during his 24 years as Bishop of 
Kimberley. MTG 


He presented a paper on "Peace and Racism" at the recent Pacem in Terris 3 

Conference here (EPS No. 20). During his Geneva stay he was informed by the 

South African Embassy in Berne that he was no longer acceptable in South Africa. : 
EPS, Geneva 
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"SOUTHERN" PRESBYTERIANS CONTINUE 
PARTICIPATION IN UNION TALKS 


(Bristol, Tennessee) - Delegates to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S. voted to continue participating in the Consultation on 
Church Union, to move ahead with plans to merge with the Reformed Church in 
America, and endorsed the controversial Delta Ministry of the National Council 
of Churches. 


An unsuccessful attempt was made to withdraw the denomination from the Consul- 
tation now discussing the uniting of ten Protestant denominations. The 
Reformed Church, also meeting in Bristol, rejected by a vote of 148 to 128 a 
proposal to seek full membership in the Consultation. It currently holds 
"observer' status. | 


By a margin of only eight votes, the U.S. Presbyterians endorsed the Delta 
Ministry and allocated $25,000 to it for the coming year. The Delta Ministry 
is a long-range rehabilitation programme among Negroes in 15 counties in 
Mississippi (EPS No. 18). When Mississippi delegates opposed the allocation, 
proposing instead a programme to be administered by presbyteries in the state, 
the General Assembly approved this plan in addition. 


The Assembly upheld the integration of a presbytery in Alabama that had refused 
to accept Negro churches, and ordered a special session of its Mississippi synod 
to halt a "strong anti-Assembly attitude" among members in that state. 


In both instances, the church in effect asserted its authority over local units 
that distrust a series of liberal pronouncements made during recent years in 
social and church areas. 


The Presbyterian Church U.S. has a membership of 950,000 concentrated in 16 
Southern states. EPS, Geneva 


BRITAIN'S RESPONSIBILITY FOR PEACE 
IN MIDDLE EAST EMPHASISED 


(London) - The British Government was urged to share fully in the cost of 
attaining a permanent peaceful settlement in the Middle East, and to work 
for an agreement controlling the supply of arms to the whole area. 


A resolution passed by the Executive Committee of the British Council of 
Churches on June 14 holds that three conditions are important for a stable 


peace: 
- Arab nations must recognise Israel as a sovereign state; 


- Israel must be prepared both to subject its frontiers to international 
negotiation and to contribute to a resettlement within Israel or else- 
where of all Arab refugees; 


- An international recognition and guarantee of a settlement along the 
above lines, if possible through the United Nations. 


On the matter of refugees, the statement notes that "Britain and other nations 

should be prepared to bear a considerable share of the cost which, if it is to 

be realistic, must embrace the economic development of the whole area". 
EPS, Geneva 
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For him, words are not enough 


A DEBONAIR CHRISTIAN AT THE ECUMENICAL HELM 


By Frances S. Smith, 
WCC, Information Department 


He is considered by many to be a social radical because he publicly championed 
the cause of Negro Americans before it was the popular thing to do. More 
recently he antagonised U.S. "hawks" by a forthright speech condemning the war 
in Vietnam and calling for a prompt solution. 


But theologically speaking, Eugene Carson Blake, now rounding out his first 
six months as general secretary of the World Council of Churches, is a tra- 
ditionalist. While aware that young theologians are challenging old ways of 
thinking about God, he himself stands firmly on "ecumenical consensus theology" 
- that affirmed by Protestants, Orthodox and Roman Catholics. 


For this reason he has no great sympathy bf the death-of-God theologians. 

"I disagree profoundly with their answers", he says. ‘However, we tradition- 
alists need to heed their questions. I believe that genuine pest aE EN is 

as relevant for our world as for the first disciples. But we'll never convince 
people of that with words, however modern. It takes deeds." 


Because of his 15 years as stated clerk (chief executive officer) of the 

a5 000,000-member United Presbyterian Church, many people think of Dr. Blake as 
"an organization man in a clerical collar". But he is not a bureaucrat un- 
consciously bending every effort to preserve the organization, for its own sake. 

When he igen of the’Church, the word he most often uses is "an instrument of 
God's glory". And the World Council of Churches is a means of accomplishing 

God's purpose for the world. 


Unlike some pastors who think wrongs can be righted merely by preaching and 
passing resolutions, Dr. Blake knows from experience that in order to get ‘a 
new idea or programme accepted in our highly structured world, it takes 
organizing, planning, publicity, tact and reconciling of conflicting interests. 


As chairman of the National Council of Churches' Commission on Religion and 
Race, he helped to organize the tremendously effective interfaith lobby through 
which Protestants, Catholics and Jews united their influence on a major social. 
issue for the first time in U.S. history... .The result was passage of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964. Vice-President Hubert Humphrey, who was then a 
ene E of the Senate and floor manager for the bill, said after its enactment: 
We never would have broken the filibuster without the support we got from the 
ney ae And Senator Richard Russell, who led the opponatigns admitted that 
"the preachers did us in" 


Since the 1966 World Conference on Church and Society pointed up the need for 
churchmen to be concerned about the gap between rich and poor nations and the 
needs of starving peoples, Dr. Blake has been wondering how the churches" re- 
sources can be harnessed to attack this problem. He is convinced that modern 
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technology has the "know-how" to give all men a decent life, if only the 

mations thought this important. And he is hopeful that Christians of all 
communions can be enlisted in a campaign to mould,world opinion in behalé pr 

this goal, It's an audacious idea, but Pope Paul VI seems to be thinking in 
Similar terms. And with the new spirit of rapprochement evident in other areas, 
a united effort for a true world community may be on the horizon. 


While others may think of Dr. Blake as an administrator, he never forgets that 
he was first a pastor. He still telephones friends in former parishes clear 
across the United States to offer a reassuring word in moments of anxiety and 
stress. And one of his first acts on arriving at the World Council was to 
look into the working conditions of the 300 Council employees now in his care. 
A wage increase followed plus. revised work rules arrived at after consultation 
with the staff themselves. 


Although some ministers and ministers-to-be express doubts and frustrations 
about their calling, Dr. Blake is excited about the ministry. He told the ; 
graduating class at Princeton Theological Seminary in 1962: "Every job has its 
routine and uninteresting aspects. If any 6f you think my task is all glamour, 
think again. Hours of committee meetings, days and nights of travel soon lose 
their. glamour... ; But)what, is more ewonderfubmthan: week byiweekicoyenten aA Aner 
tuary, to lead a people who have come there voluntarily to worship God, to give 
.Praise and thanksgiving, to sit in Christ's place at His table, to preach the 
Word and bless the people? If this is your work, cannot many small burdens 

be carried lightly with it2" 


Here then are some pieces of the mosaic: social innovator, theological 
traditionalist, able organizer, courageous leader, committed minister and 
pastor. 


Physically, Dr. Blake is a big man, built like a football player (which he was), 
with enough energy for a dynamo (which he is). His features are irregular, 
but a friend commented, "on him they somehow fit together". 


It is hard not to be captivated by his personal warmth, especially in face-to- 
face conversation. Even skeptical German newspapermen admitted after several 
hours of verbal give-and-take that Dr. Blake wasn't the American intellectual 
lightweight they had expected. 

Gregarious by nature, he talks to everyone before making up his mind, 5 cas Aphraahl 
to the dismay of a staff member who thought he was responsible for a particular 
area. 


One colleague finds it amazing that an American (the Westerner par excellence) 
could capture so readily the sympathy and interest of churchmen from the Third 
World, as the new general secretary did at a recent consultation on international 
affairs. Said several Asians, "This man deserves our support. We must give 
him our best in the coming ecumenical era." 


The WCC executive loves all sorts of games (golf, chess, bridge). ‘ From % 
college football days he retains a competitive spirit that makes him a worthy 
opponent. 


Recently in a staff session featuring a long series of discouraging reports, : 
Dr. Blake asked for specific signs of ecumenical progress. When those offere 
were noticeably small, he said: "I feel like the football coach who told his 
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team, I'm tired of all these moral victories. I want to go out and win a 


game." 


Possessed of vast energy and a single-minded enthusiasm for the job at hand, 
Dr. Blake hops from continent to continent seemingly without fatigue. At 
least two weeks out of each month are spent calling on member churches, punc— 
tuated by a regular trip home to New Canaan, Connecticut for a visit with his 
wife, whose health has not permitted her to move to Geneva. 


A tribute offered by the Presbyterian General Council contains this thumb-nail 
portrait: "As a Christian, Eugene Carson Blake is debonair. He carries the 
burdens of his office, and the extended implications of his office, with grace 
and charm. He is‘confident, trusting in God. He is umafraid, knowing the 
rightness of the cause of Jesus Christ. He is attentive, eager to know what 
new light the Holy Spirit will bring." 


But no matter how great his talents, Dr. Blake will need them all in his new 
position. A general secretary is charged with at least six major duties: 
carrying out policies set by the Assembly, the Central and Executive Committees, 
and proposing new ones to meet changed conditions; coordinating council struc- 
ture, staff appointments, raising money and supervising expenditures; staff 
leadership; visiting member churches; relations with other bodies; explaining 
the WCC to the public. 


Of these jobs, some people believe staff appointments most crucial. At least 
they are most pressing. By year's end the turnover in major WCC positions will 
be almost 100% due to death, resignation, retirement, and holdover vacancies. 
Those who viewed the retirement of the preceding general secretary, Dr. W. A. 
Visser 't Hooft, as the end of an era have been proved right by mere circum- 
stance. 


Another major organizational problem is the need to broaden the base of 
financial support. It is clear that unless the central treasuries of the 
member churches radically revise their understanding of their share of WCC 
support, the result will be a reduced role for the Council in the coming period. 


"True ecumenical conviction is always reflected in budget-making", says the new 
general secretary. 


Fortunately Dr. Blake knew what he was getting into from long association with 
the ecumenical movement. He had been a member of the WCC Central and 
Executive Committees since the Evanston Assembly in 1954. The same year he 
yas named chairman of the Finance Committee. 


A week before his first Central Committee meeting at Davos, Switzerland, he 
turned up at the Council's Geneva office to make a personal investigation of 
the financial situation. After getting the facts, he was able to go to the 
committee with a proposal that funds be raised for a much=needed modern 
headquarters. He helped persuade Bishop Henry Sherrill to seek the money 
from all the member churches. And as soon as the money seemed assured, he 
proposed that construction start. 


By 1961 Dr. Blake had become chairman of the WCC's largest agency, the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service. Staff members 
remember particularly his desire to ascertain the facts, to hear other people's 
views and then to press for a decision that all would find acceptable. 
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One colleague summarizes the general secretary's assets as follows: utter 
realism in dealing with the facts, coupled with an inclination to see the 
positive side first and not let the complexities discourage him, a disarming 
frankness that can also permit others to be frank with him, an intuition for 
spotting the self-serving nature of most arguments, and a genius for focusing 
on the human factor, which the technical expert tends to ignore. 


Luckily he is not too impressed by his own abilities and is able to joke about 
them. Before his departure from the 'U.S., fellow Presbyterians arranged an 
elaborate farewell dinner at the Americana Hotel in New York. It couldn't 

be a surprise since they'd need to be sure the honoree would be present. 

Some days beforehand Dr. Blake confessed that he found himself worrying about 
the occasion. When asked why, he said sheepishly, "I guess I just can't 
imagine their organizing a thing of this magnitude without me." 


Perhaps his most obvious weakness in the new post is a lack of acquaintance 
with large areas of the ecumenical movement. With the pioneers passing from 
the scene, it is essential to bring in new blood. Unfortunately the younger 
ecumenical generation has not yet made its mark in the churches, although a 
number of younger faces were in evidence at the Church and Society Conference. 


In coming months Dr. Blake can be expected to emphasise more and more the 
three words that for him sum up the ecumenical movement: unity, renewal, mission. 
He believes the three inseparable. 


The Church is one. Unity is not something to be promoted, it is given by the 
Lord of the Church. Blake indicated as long ago as 1960 in his Grace 
Cathedral speech calling for unity talks among U.S. churches that he believes 
this unity must be made visible. 


Renewal he defines in these words: "The ecumenical movement is trying to 

reform and transform every church and denomination from a culture club into 
God's agency of reconciliation to Himself and among all men to each other." 
The forthcoming Uppsala Assembly will therefore take as its theme: "Behold, 


I Make All Things New." 


The mission is to proclaim to all men, by word and act, the good news that 

God was in Christ reconciling the whole world to himself. "Unless the Church 
is doing that job", says Dr. Blake bluntly, "it had better be liquidated". 

And for him social action is simply one way of demonstrating the reconciling 


love of Christ. 


Words, yes. But in view of the general secretary's past performance, one 

can be sure that they will issue in fresh actions. For as he has reminded 
us on more than one occasion, "It's not enough for us to talk about this, 

we've got to get out and put our bodies on the line." 
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PHOTO OILKOUMENE 


We wish to.remind editors that Photo Oikoumene was conceived not as a page of 
illustrations. for EPS, but as a continuing catalogue... We attempt: to provide 
new pictures, but will also include a'series of pages that taken together give 
a good sampling of. pictures available on a variety of ecumenical subjects. 


This Photo Oikoumene is a collection of pictures from the life of Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, which we publish because of the large 
number of requests from editors. Some have asked for portraits or other single 
pictures, whereas some plan photo stories, | Herewith are characteristic pictures 
from his early life to the present. . | 


We thank the many people who have written adbrenietively of this new seieiseaye! 


and would welcome constructive criticism on how it can be improved. 
Photo Editor 


77. A lover of outdoor sports, young "Gene" Blake sailed with friends. during 
summers in New Jersey. 78. His parish ministry, began at First Presbyterian 
Church, Albany, New York, where he is shown with his wife, Valina. The year, 

is 1936. 79. Eleven years were spent at the Pasadena, California Presbyterian 
Church. This studio portrait is dated 1945. 80,Dr. Blake's career as church 
executive began in 1951 when he was named stated clerk of the Presbyterian 
Church USA. 81. A star guard on the Princeton University football team. 

82. With President Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1958. 83. A call.on President. 
John F. Kennedy. 84, During a visit to U.S. troops at Christmas ,1954,. Dr. 


Blake finds time for Korean orphans. 85. On July 4, 1963 Dr. Blake was among 
a group of demonstrators arrested for Cregp ag rane ste bys attempting to integrate 
a Baltimore, Maryland amusement park. He's about.to enter the police van. 


(Photo by Wide World, New York. Editors must get permission from them.) 
86. The Faith and Order Conference at Lund in 1952 was his first World Council 
participation. Since then he has served on many WCC committees. At Enugu, 
Nigeria with Central Committee members (L_ to R) Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Sir Francis Ibiam, Dr. J. Russell Chandran and Charles Parlin, 


Back page: Dr, Blake as WCC General Secretary 


87. Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of Central Committee, congratulates the, WCC 
leader on his election in February 1966. 88. A few pointers from the former 
general secretary, Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft. 89. With Patriarch Alexei of . 
the Russian Orthodox Church in Moscow. © 90. Dr. Blake visited the Holy City of 
Etchmiadzin in Soviet Armenia, where he conferred with His Holiness Vazken I, 
Patriarch and Catholicos of All the Armenians, and with other church dignitaries. 
91. His Holiness Khoren I, Armenian Catholicos of Cilicia, tours the Ecumenical 
Centre, Geneva. 92. Preaching on the upper level of the large St. Nicholas’ — 
Cathedral (Orthodox) in Leningrad with the help of an interpreter. 93. On an 
inspection tour of Uppsala, Sweden, scene of forthcoming Assembly... Cathedral 
in background will be the scene of several Assembly worship services. 94. . 
Churchmen played an important role in recent Pacem in Terris convocation in 
Geneva, where Dr. Blake gave one of the opening addresses. 95. Nobel Prize- 
winner Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on recent visit to WCC headquarters hears 
about Church and Society developments from Paul Abrecht. 96. When Joint 
Working Group, composed of WCC and Roman Catholic Church representatives, met 


near Rome in mid-May, Pope Paul received the delegates. 97. An informal 
portrait. 
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WCC STAFF MEMBERS REPORT 
ON NEAR EAST VISITS 


(Geneva) - Father Paul Verghese, associate general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, returned here June 24 from a visit to Beirut, Damascus 
and Cairo, where he conferred with government and church leaders on behalf of 


the WCC general secretary. 


Father Verghese saw at firsthand refugee settlements around Damascus to which 
former inhabitants of the Kuneitra Area of Syria have fled. He immediately 
cabled Geneva to report the need of these new refugees for tents, blankets 
and foodstuffs. A shipment of relief supplies has been airlifted to Syria 
(see next story) as part of the response of the churches to the WCC's appeal 


for $2,000,000 to aid Near East refugees. 


At the central military hospital in Damascus Father Verghese saw a large 
number of acute cases of napalm burns. 


The Syrian Orthodox Patriarch, in cooperation with the Greek Orthodox 
Patriarchate, has established a joint committee in Syria to raise funds locally 
for refugee assistance, Father Verghese reported after meeting with the church 


official. 


In conversations with church and government leaders in Cairo, the WCC officer 
learned that a major problem in coming weeks may be the thousands of able-bodied 
males who are being sent from the Gaza Strip and handed over to the Government 
of the U.A.R. through Red Cross authorities on either side of the Suez Canal. 


Two WCC staff members have reported on their contacts with government and 

church leaders in Jerusalem and the west bank of the Jordan. They are Dr. 

Elfan Rees, permanent representative in Europe of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, and Archpriest George Tsetsis, associate secretary for 
Orthodox countries and the Near East of the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee 
and World Service. . 


In this area WCC member churches and the Roman Catholic Church are working together 
in order that the churches' aid to the needy people may be most effective. 


In Jerusalem the local Inter-Church Aid Committee and the International Christian 
Committee (West Jordan Area Committee of the NECC Committee for Refugee Work, have 
formed an ad hoc committee which is cooperating with the newly established 
Caritas~Jerusalem in setting up distribution centres in various towns and 
villages on the West Bank. They will give help without regard to religion or 
race. 


The ad hoc committee and Caritas-Jerusalem meet regularly every week to review 
the situation and plan the relief operation. EPS, Geneva 
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MATERIAL AID, FOOD RUSHED 

TO NEAR EAST WAR VICTIMS 

(Geneva) - Responses to the WCC's appeal for $2,000,000 to aid Near East 

refugees are coming from many churches and councils of churches around the world. 
These take the form of cash contributions and pledges, as well as urgently . 
needed supplies and foodstuffs. 


Church World Service in the USA is seeking to raise $1,000,000 in money and 
supplies. WCC member churches in Germany expect a response of around 

DM 1,000,000 ($250,000). News of other pledges is coming daily to the offices 
of the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (DICARWS). 


Major shipments of necessary items have already been sent to war victims in 
the Near East. 


Two charter planes from Germany carried 2,000 blankets, 2,000 sheets, 1,900 
towels and 200 large tents to Amman, Jordan. These will be distributed at 
the Schneller School, a concentration point for refugees, and by the United 


Nations through UNRWA. 


A third plane-load of supplies from Germany included one ton of clothing 
destined for the Near East Council of Churches’ operation at Amman. 


In response to a cable from Father Paul Verghese reporting a large movement of 
people toward Damascus and Dera‘ta, the Danish churches flew 1,000 blankets, 
1,800 tins of fish, three tons of milk powder and a supply of anti-biotics to 


Aleppo, Syria on.June 26. 


Another airlift of supplies went to Amman from Church World Service. It 
contained blankets, layettes, army tents, two million vitamin tablets, two tons 
of milk powder and heavy clothing. CWS headquarters in Athens is shipping an 


additional supply of bedding and blankets. 


DICARWS has forwarded the sum of $82,000 to Beirut for use at Amman. - Of this 
total, $50,000 is to purchase locally family kits each consisting of a straw 
mat, a primus stove, pots and pans for 5,000 families. The money came from 
churches and groups in Great Britain, Denmark and the USA. 
is being sought by DICARWS since a large part of the expected contributions 


have already been spent on material aid. 


Additional cash 


A cable from Amman indicates there is still great need for tents and blankets in 
Jordan, as well as for cheese and canned fish. 


Serving as director of the Near East Council of Churches' refugee programme is 
Mr. Yoon Gu Lee, who has been on the NECC staff since 1965, seconded by Church 


World Service. 


To aid refugees in Israel, the sum of $32,500 has been sent to Jerusalem where 


food can be purchased. Additional sums will be forwarded as requests are 


received from field staff. 


Mr. A. van Goor of the Dutch Reformed Church has been appointed as special 
representative for service of DICARWS.to Jerusalem. He will be the executive 


| officer of the ad hoc committee that is carrying on relief operations in areas 
under Israeli control. EPS, Geneva 
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JAPANESE THEOLOGIAN REPORTS 

ON VISIT TO CHINA 

(Tokyo) - The Japanese people have an important role to play in increasing 
communication and mutual understanding between the People's Republic of China 
and the West, said Dr. Masao Takenaka of Doshisha University on returning from 
a visit to China. 


Dr. Takenaka, a Christian theologian who was born and reared in China, was part 
of a group including two professors, several China experts, journalists and two 
businessmen who were permitted to make a 20-day visit to the mainland. 


He reported on his trip at a meeting in the Ginza Christian Center here which was 
attended by 50 pastors and missionaries. Mr. Shiro Abe, a member of the WCC 
Central Committee, chaired the meeting. 


"Today in China the people have taken the place of God", said Prof. Takenaka, 
"and Mao's Quotations are their Bible. Chinese communism stresses the trans-.., 


formation of men and in large measure is a religion. 


"Because there is in Mao's Quotations a great deal of humanitarianism and pseudo- 
religiousness", he said, "the future will not be easy". 


Reporting on a 40-minute conversation he had in Peking with Anna Louise Strong, ~ 
author of "Letter from China", Prof. Takenaka said: "She feels that the present 
oppression of religion eventually will be lifted. However, I would think that 

in such a large country as China the cultural revolution will be a long process.’ 


The Christian theologian asked permission to see former acquaintances from his 
Student Christian Federation days, but this was refused. Also he asked to see 
the churches, but was told they are closed. 


"All one can do is look at the outside lof the building", said Prof. Takenaka. 
“Early one morning I went to examine a church in Shanghai. There was no cross. 
Instead a huge picture of Chairman Mao and red flags and revolutionary slogans 
were displayed. 


"I thought it looked like a symbol of the suffering Church of China", he said. 


In Peking he tried to enter a Roman Catholic church but the guard stopped him. 
It appeared to have been converted into a students’ study centre. The other 
churches in Peking have been changed into such things as Red Cross offices, 
warehouses and nurseries, he noted. 


"There is a great need to help the Chinese overcome their misunderstanding of 
the West", he. said. "In this connection I believe we Japanese people have an 
important role to play." EPS, Geneva 
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AUSTRALIAN JOINT WORKING GROUP 
SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 


(Sydney) - A full meeting of the Joint Working Group of the Australian Council 
of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church will be held for four days in October. 
It will discuss baptism and the preparation of clergy and laity in an ecumenical 
era. 


The meeting of the full committee was agreed to by a small working party which 
met in Melbourne on June 20. Present were representatives of the Australian 
Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic bishops. 


Co-chairmen of the small group were the Most Rev. Frank Woods, Anglican Arch- 
bishop of Melbourne, and the Most Rev. Guilford Young, Catholic Archbishop of 
Hobart. 


A joint statement issued at the close of the meeting noted that the full 
session would be held October 11-14. Ten representatives of each side will be 


present. 


The larger group will work on "those matters which can appropriately be dis- 
cussed between a council of churches and a church". Two were selected for 
immediate attention: "ecumenical development with special reference to the 
place of baptism; and the preparation and equipping of clergy and lay people 
in an ecumenical mind and spirit". 


It is intended to follow up the first exploratory session with further con- 
sultations on joint Christian action "in the face of the moral and social 
problems common to us all". Meetings of all Christians at a local, regional 
and state level will also be encouraged. EPS, Geneva 


THREE CHURCHES ADDED 
TO LWF MEMBERSHIP 


(Waterloo, Canada) - Three applications for membership in the Lutheran World 
Federation were approved here by its Executive Committee. They are the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Canada, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Lithuania, and the Simalungun Protestant Christian Church, composed of a Batak 


group in North Sumatra. 


Their membership becomes effective after one year, provided not more than one- 
third of the member churches raises objection within that period. 


The Bolivian Lutheran Church had been expected to seek affiliation with the 
LWF, but its application was not completed in time for consideration. 


Admission of the three church bodies raises the roster of the federation to 76 
churches in 40 countries, with a combined membership of nearly 53 million of 
the more than 74 million Lutherans in the world. EPS, Geneva 
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RHODESIA BISHOPS CONDEMN 
PROPOSED RESIDENCE PLAN 


(Salisbury) - Bishops of the Roman Catholic Church and the Anglican Church in 
Rhodesia have condemned plans to introduce residential laws in Rhodesia. 


Earlier the Christian Council of Rhodesia had passed without dissent a resolution 
expressing displeasure at proposals for separate development of the various 
racial communities (EPS No. 11). 


Such a law cannot be defended "on any Christian principle", said a pastoral 
letter issued by the Catholic bishops and read in all Catholic churches on 


June 18, : 


It referred to plans for a law now being considered by the government which would 
enable white citizens to force the eviction of coloured and Asian families living 
in predominantly white neighbourhoods. } 


The Catholic bishops said such legislation would "only bring dishonour to 
Rhodesia" and they could see "neither justice nor charity in the plan". 


Anglican bishops said they wished to be associated completely with the views ex- 
pressed in the pastoral letter. 


The Bishop of Mashonaland, the Rt. Rev. Cecil Anderson, has asked members of his 
diocese to protest to their MPs about the new bill. 


He called the proposals "dangerous, indefensible and a confession of Christian 
failure. | | 


"Deliberate segregation, whether voluntary or enforced, hinders the development of 
the segregated on both sides. In a land where history has cast together people 
of very differing sorts, segregation is not merely fratricidal but suicidal. It 
stunts the growth and life not only of my brother man, but of myself...", he 

Said. 


"If you disapprove of the proposed evictions bill, to be termed the ‘Property. 
Owners (Residential Protection) Bill (whose residences?), and the other arrange- 
ments for compulsory separation, it is your duty to write and say so now to. 
your Member of Parliament", the Bishop stated. EPS, Geneva 


COMMUNIST-CHRISTIAN DIALOGUE 
CONDUCTED IN YUGOSLAVIA 


(Geneva) - The first public dialogue between Communists and Christians in 
Yugoslavia took place recently at Zagreb, the capital of Croatia. A round- 
table discussion held at the University was attended by about 3,000 people. 
Main speakers were Dr. Branko Bosnjak of the Faculty of Arts of Zagreb University 
and Father Michael Skvorc, a Jesuit priest. 


Zhe basis of the discussion was a book by Professor Bosnjak entitled 
Christianity and Philosophy", but the conversation soon became broader and ' 
dealt. with fundamental religious questions. EPS, Geneva 
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POPE BARS CHANGE ON CELIBACY 


(Rome) - Pope Paul VI issued a long encyclical on June 23 reaffirming the 
traditional Roman Catholic rule on clerical celibacy. 


He described the celibate state as a "brilliant jewel" that has been guarded by 
the church for centuries and that should continue to be "firmly linked to the 
ecclesiastical ministry", | 


The pontiff acknowledged that the church had experiencéd a "disquieting decline" 
in the ranks of the priesthood, but he declared: 


"It is simply not possible to believe that the abolition of ecclesiastical 
celibacy would considerably increase the number of priestly vocations." 


The experience of churches with married clergymen contradicts the contention 
that celibacy was a factor in the shortage of priests, he said. 


"The cause of the decrease in vocations to the priesthood is to be found else- 
where, especially, for example, in the fact that individuals and families have 
lost their sense of God and of all that is holy..." 


He also rejected the argument that celibacy is an unnatural condition for healthy 
and mature human beings. 


He called for screening and preparation of candidates for the priesthood to 
prevent "lamentable defections" after ordination. Young men who wish to be 
priests must know exactly what celibacy implies, he said, and must accept it 
“with full awareness and liberty". 


The document made only passing reference te the creation of a married diaconate, 
whose members would be permitted to perform most priestly duties other than 
celebrating the mass and hearing confessions. 


The new encyclical, the sixth of Pope Paul's four-year reign, was entitled 
"Sacerdotalis Caelibatus" (on priestly celibacy). 


It was more than 12,000 words long, pastoral in content and tone, and made 
liberal use of quotations from the Bible and the Vatican Council. 


The pontiff said it was drafted with the assistance of "opinions and petitions 
which have come to us from all over the world, notably from some pastors of 


God's church". 


The requirement that priests not marry is a rule rather than a matter of doctrine 
or dogma in the Roman Catholic Church, and it could be changed by the pontiff. 


(A motu proprio or papal statement dated June 18 and released June 27 creates 
two kinds of permanent deacons: young men at least 25 years old who have com- 
pleted a three-year special course and who will be bound by the traditional 
celibacy requirement, and men over 35 who receive abbreviated training and 


who may be married before but not after their ordination as deacons.) 
EPS, Geneva 
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PRETORIA THEOLOGIAN RESIGNS 
FROM REFORMED CHURCH 


(Pretoria) - Professor A. S. Van Selms of Pretoria University has resigned from 
the Hervormde Kerk because he disapproved of its defence of Prof. A. D. Pont 
(EPS, No. 21). 


"From the court's judgement", he said, "it was clear that a professor of the 
Hervormde Kerk was guilty of serious offences in such matters as malice, libel 
and untrustworthiness in his testimony. _. Yet after the verdict, the moderator 
of the church, Rev. A. J. Nolte, unambiguously stated that he, approved, and 
supported Prof. Pont"s actions. 

"The statement, on behalf of the church, was nothing less than an open, rebuff of 
the courts of South Africa. As a law-abiding citizen with the fullest faith in 
the integrity of our courts, I am compelled to disassociate myself on, this point 
from the church." 


Prof. Van Selms, an internationally-known theologian and a professor.of.Semitic 
languages at Pretoria University, said that instead of supporting Prof. Pont, 
the Hervormde Kerk should have taken strong action against him. 


He said that the court's judgement had indicated that Prof. Pont had violated | 
the ninth Commandment by bearing false witness. He also.noted that the-chureh's 
law 112 said that an ordained Christian should not bear false witness against his 
neighbour, nor distort the words of another, nor speak.evil or libel. 


"T doubt whether any other church in the world would hesitate to,take.action.in 
Similar circumstances", Prof. Van Selms said. EPS, Geneva 


ARGENTINE BISHOPS VOW ACTION 
IN SOCIAL, ECONOMIC FIELDS 


(Buenos Aires) - Roman Catholic bishops in Argentina issued a joint pastoral 
letter pledging their church to a more active role in the country's social and 
economic life. . 


Released following a ten-day bishops' conference, the letter made many refer- 
ences to Vatican Council directives, to Pope Paul's encyclical On the Development 
of Peoples, and to the statement on developing nations adopted by the Latin 
American Episcopal Council (CELAM) last year in Mar del Plata. 


"It is the duty of the church to encourage and give impulse to the actual process 
of development in Latin America", said the statement. 


"We appeal to all to help build structures based on true justice and social 
solidarity, to consolidate peace at home and thus make our country an efficacious 
collaborator in development which is the new name for peace". EPS, Geneva 
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DR. SCHARF STRESSES 
NEED FOR UNITY 


(Berlin) - Lutheran Bishop Kurt Scharf of Berlin called for the fostering of 
greater unity among church bodies within the framework of the World Council of 
Churches. 


The plea was made by Dr. Scharf as he discussed Christian unity in general and, 
in particular, the unity of the Evangelical Church in Germany’ (EKID) which has 
remained steadfast against the DDR Government's attempts to split the federation 
along Eastern and Western political divisions. 


In his talk before teachers and students at West Berlin's Protestant Theological 
College, Bishop Scharf also proposed establishment of an ecumenical organization 
for German-language Protestant church bodies in Germany, Austria, Switzerland 
and elsewhere. 


Regarding EKID unity, Dr. Scharf said he saw no lessening of Communist pressures 
against the church even if the Evangelical federation yielded to the East 
German demand for a division. 


He cited as an example, the Communist régime's atheistic dedication ceremonies 
for youths (as substitutes for Christian Confirmation). 


He pointed to the situation in Thuringia, East Germany, where, he said, youths 
are under strong pressure to take part in the Communist rites. This, he added, 
was in spite of the fact that Lutheran Bishop Monitz Mitzenheim of Thuringia 
usually supported the East German Government. 


At the same time Dr. Martin Nieméller published a strong plea in favour of two 
regional church units of the Evangelical Church in Germany according to the 
present political situation. His proposal was contained in an article en= 
titled "What will*be the future of the Evangelical Church in Germany" published 
the middle of June in the paper Die Stimmer, of which Nieméller is one of the 
co-editors. EPS, Geneva 


FINNISH ORTHODOX CHURCHES GRANT 
PERMISSION FOR CATHOLIC SERVICES 


(Helsinki) - Archbishop Paavali of Helsinki, head of the Orthodox Church in 
Finland, has granted Roman Catholic priests permission to conduct Catholic 
services in Orthodox churches. 


The prelate's authorisation followed cordial discussions between Orthodox 
representatives and Catholic Bishop William Cobben of Helsinki. 


There are only about 2,600 Catholics in Finland, a predominantly Lutheran: country 
with a population of 4.5 million. The Helsinki Catholic diocese covers the 


entire country, and its five parishes are served by 20 priests. 
EPS, Geneva 
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ECUMENICAL WOMEN'S CONFERENCE 
LOOKS AT DEMANDS OF -DIALOGUE 


(Geneva) - One hundred women from 18 different countries attended an inter- 
national ecumenical conference held at Taizé, France from June 19 to 24. 
Most of them were leaders of international organizations and represented the 
major Christian denominations. 


The Conference was under the auspices of the WCC Department on Cooperation of 
Men and Women and the Conference of International Catholic Organizations, in 
collaboration with the World's YWCA. 


One purpose of the meeting was to examine answers to a questionnaire circulated 
by the three groups. Questions had sought to determine the awareness of ae? - 
interest in ecumenism on the part of Christian women. 


The participants separated into four groups to study the dimensions and demands 
of ecumenical dialogue and how to live together. | 


Bearing in mind that dialogue must be expressed on the local, regional, 
national and international levels, they stressed that it must also be carried 
on within the "natural communities" (family, neighbourhood, place of work,’ etc.). 


The theological dialogue among specialists has a contribution to make to the 
education of the non-specialists, the women said, so that they too can enter 
into dialogue with their own groups. In this way they contribute to a deeper 
understanding of the faith. qe i 


Conversely, non-specialists should work with the theologians so that the 
thought of a theologian can embrace the whole of life. 


Dialogue must not be an intellectual entertainment, nor a fad, nor a form of 
snobbery, nor a common front against the outside world. It must be’a response 
to the unity to which Christ calls us. 


"To work together is the great challenge of the ecumenical dialogue", said the 
participants. Proposals included seizing every opportunity of meeting together 
(exchange of invitations), getting to know one another, joint studies on the 
origins of faith (Bible studies in depth), praying together, engaging in 

service and various ee fate of ecumenical meetings. 


In workshop sessions the women discussed "What can we as Christian women together 
say in the world". In this connection the wastage of women's potentialities 
and the participation of women in civic and political life were discussed. 


Deep appreciation was expressed for the warm welcome given to the conference by 
the Taizé Community, a Protestant monastic order. EPS, Geneva 
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JOINT ANGLICAN-CATHOLIC 
SCHOOLS URGED IN WALES 


(Wrexham, Wales) - Establishment of two "comprehensive schools" for Anglicans 
and Roman Catholics is being considered by Welsheducation authorities following 
a proposal by Catholic Auxiliary Bishop Langton Fox of Menevia. 


If approved, the plan would result in the first "twinned" interdenominational 
school project of its kind in Britain. 


Bishop Fox mentioned two schools in outlining his proposal: one at Llanelly, 
in Carmarthenshire, where he has his residence, and another at Haverfordwest, 
in adjoining Pembrokeshire. 


The Menevia diocese would administer the proposed school at Llanelly, and the 
(Anglican) Church in Wales would take the responsibility for the one at 
Haverfordwest. 


Anglican Bishop John Richards of St. David's, whose headquarters are in Pembroke- 
shire, said he welcomed Bishop Fox's idea and had given full powers to his 
diocesan director of education to explore it. The proposal has also been put to 
the government's Department of Education and Science and three-party talks are now 
planned with local authorities. 


Roman Catholics are a minority denomination in Wales; the diocese of Menevia is 
regarded as the poorest in Britain. EPS, Geneva 


CONFESSION OF WAR RESPONSIBILITY 
PROVOKES WIDE DISCUSSION 


(Tokyo) - A lively controversy has sprung up among pastors and laymen in Japan over 
the Confession of War Responsibility sent out in March over the name of Moderator 
Masahisa Suzuki of the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan). 


The Confession stated that the church should have criticised the policies of her 
motherland rather than aligning herself with the militaristic purpose of the 
government and making a statement supporting the war and asking Christians to 


pray for victory. 


It was mailed to Christian churches in Asia and distributed to Kyodan churches 
through the Kyodan Times and overseas through the Kyodan Newsletter. 


Although authorised in principle by the Kyodan General Assembly in the autumn of 
1966 and referred to the Executive Committee for implementation, the Confession 
drew an immediate volley of criticism, as well as expressions of commendation 


for taking such a step. 


The sharpest criticism has come from a group of Tokyo pastors, mostly older men, 
who question both the necessity and the propriety of making such a Confession at 
this time, as well as the content of the statement itself. They are critical of 
the increasing attention that Kyodan leaders are devoting to social issues. 


Some persons criticise the Confession for not going far enough. They agree with 
the intention but maintain that repentance requires not only words but deeds. 
They ask the church to take some more concrete action. EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN POLAND 
IS FOCUS OF WCCE CONFERENCE 


(Wapiencia, Poland) - Two evidences of ecumenical cooperation in the field of 
Christian education in Poland were cited at the recent biennial meeting of the 
North European Conference of the World Council on Christian Education. 


Delegates from England, Finland, Germany, Sweden and Czechoslovakia heard the 
Rev. Z. Pavlic report that a new commission on Christian education has been 
formed as a subcommittee of the National Council of Churches. Youth work and 
women's work are included. The Council's president is Superintendent Jan 
Niewieczerzal of the Reformed Church in Poland. 


Communions cooperating in the venture are the Evangelical-Augsburg (Lutheran) 
Church, the Evangelical Reformed Church, the Autocephalous Orthodox Church, 
the Polish Catholic (Old Catholic) Church, the Baptists and the United Church 
of the Gospel. : 


Theological education for all denominations takes place at the Christian 
Theological Academy in Chylice near Warsaw. In 1954 the theological faculty. 
of the University of Warsaw became this independent seminary. 


Delegates to the conference heard lectures on "The History of Christian Education 
in Poland" by Bishop Karol Kotula and the "History of the Protestant Church in 
Poland" by the Rev. Withold Benedyktowicz. The Rev. Katharina van Drimmelen, 
WCCE study secretary, stressed the need for Christian education rather than 
"children's work". 


Delegates also exchanged views on methods and content of Christian education 
for children and youth. ) EPS, Geneva 


THEOLOGIANS DIFFER ON EMPHASIS 
IN CHURCH'S MISSION 


(South Bend, Ind.) - Leaders of the National Faith and Order Colloquium organised 
by the National Council of Churches in the USA will seek to involve more con- 
servative Protestant evangelicals in their third round of theological dialogue in 
1968 or 1969. 


This seemed to be a consensus of Protestant, Roman Catholic and Orthodox theo- 
logians who took part in the second colloquium June 11-16 at the University of 
Notre Dame. Nearly 100 theologians from 29 communions were present to debate 
"Evangelism in a Pluralistic Society". | 


The participants divided sharply on the relationship of “personal conviction" 
and "social concern" in the church's mission. One speaker said a polarity 
has developed between the two point's of view, so that denominational divisions 
no longer seem so important. 


Three different approaches to evangelism emerged in the course of the discussion: 
(1) strong emphasis on preaching, (2) strong emphasis on service and (3) a 
mediating position, 


Although more "liberal" theologians were predominant, Dr. David Hubbard, president 
2 Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, Calif., who described himself as a 
conservative evangelical", gave a major address. EPS, Geneva 


\ 
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PEACE, CHURCH RENEWAL, UNITY 
ARE KIRCHENTAG THEMES 


(Hannover) - Thirty thousand German Protestants gathered in Hannover's great 
sports stadium for the opening of the 13th Kirchentag (Evangelical Church Day) 
on June 21. 


Even before the four-day congress opened some 17,000 people, including several 
hundred foreign visitors, had registered as full-time participants. Over half 
of these were young people between the ages of 17 and 35, making this one of 

the "youngest" kirchentags on record. A large number of local residents swelled 
the daily attendance. 


In plenary sessions, Bible study groups, and working groups participants heard 
discussion on peace, Christian unity, politics and church renewal. 


One evening the subject of "Social Peace in the World" was introduced in grim 
terms by Dr. Axel von dem Bussche of the WCC's Department on Church and Society, 
who served on the Kirchentag Presidium. 


"The threats of over-population and world hunger are with us now - not in some 
distant future", he said. 


This theme was developed by Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, retired WCC general 
secretary, Msgr. Charles Moeller of Belgium and Dr. Martin Niemdller. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said: "Development aid is not a distribution of prizes at 
which the good, quiet pupils receive their prize and the critical, difficult 
ones are left empty handed. Help should not be given in a partial, self- 


interested way. 


"We have seen the terrible consequences of anti-Semitism and are ashamed of them. 
Now we must take care not to put some other race on the black list, such as the 


Chinese or the Arabs." 


Four Bible studies were offered on "The Bible and the Church", "Politics", "Jews 


and Christians" and "Church Reform". 


Dr. Walter Hollenweger of the WCC's Department on Studies in Mission and 
Evangelism, led English-speaking visitors in an examination of passages from 


Ephesians. 


Prof. Ernst Kisemann, speaking on the Bible and the Church, stressed that any- 

thing not oriented towards following in the footsteps of Jesus will disappear. 

Thus "for the first time in German Protestantism we shall not only proclaim the 
priesthood of all believers but we shall carry it out in practice, 


universal 
precedence over all the ministries and functions of the Church. 


giving it 
there will be only one form of Christian Church, namely mission." 


"In future 
do not take part in mission will no longer be considered Christians, 


Those who 
he said. 


The final session on June 25 was addressed by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC 
Speaking on the importance of the ecumenical movement , 


general secretary. 
(more) 
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he said: "This half century of coming to know each other in Christ across the 
barriers erected in the past encourages ecumenists to say flatly, ‘You cannot 
rightly hear the word of God without your brethren'. 


"The ecumenical movement is not an extra or a decoration which we may choose 
or reject", said Dr. Blake. "No, without all our brethren our faith is dis- 
torted and our obedience is partial." 


Others addressing the closing service were Dr. Richard von Weizsdcher, president 
of the Kirchentag, Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover, and Msgr. Hussler of the 
Central Committee of German Catholics. Dr. Ralph Bunche and Bishop 
Dietzfelbinger were unable to be present. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Responding to an invitation from the Church in Formosa, the United Church of 
Christ in Japan (Kyodan) is selecting and preparing a team of six to nine 
ministers who will visit Formosa in September for a one-month period of 
evangelism. | In the past Japan has been the recipient of preaching teams from 
the North American churches, and this summer a programme of concentrated evan- 
gelism will be aided by two laymen from the USA, two pastors from Hawaii, and 
a Southeast Asian student pastor. However, this is the first time*that the 
Kyodan has attempted to provide a team for another country. 


* * * 


Members of some 30 denominations in the U.S.. participated in a nation-wide Day 
of Prayers for Peace in Vietnam on June 25, The General Board of the National 
Council of Churches issued a call for prayers in response to a proposal made 

by the General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church. 


* * * 


Negotiations between the Anglicans and Methodists in Wales have reached the 
final stage and it is hoped that a report will be published in January 1968. 
A meeting of the Negotiating Committee was held in Shrewsbury recently with 

ten clergy and two lay representatives from the Anglicans and nine ministers and 
three laymen representing the Methodists. Two conferences are being arranged 
aor pln to discuss the proposal, one in North Wales and the other in th 

outh, 


* * * 


An inter-faith immigration office. will be opened in Toronto, Canada to become a 
co-ordinating centre for referral of information and communications to immigrants 
arriving in Canada. Names and addresses of new immigrants will be supplied to 
the local committees by the Department of Manpower and Immigration. In addition 
to the Anglican Church, representatives of the United, Roman Catholic and 
Orthodox churches and Jewish Immigrant, Aid Service have been represented on the 
committee. Other denominations are invited to participate. 
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In order to enable readers to locate EPS stories more easily the index provides 
a cross-reference in two categories: 


These are: I - geographical and organizational; and 
II - substance ) 


The sub-divisions of each category are arranged alphabetically and stories are 


listed in chronological order according to the number of the issue in which 
each appeared. In some instances stories are listed under more than one of 
the sub-divisions of each category. "In Brief" items are not listed. 


CATEGORY I: Geographical and organizational 


Continents 

Countries 

Ecumenical and international Christian bodies 
World Confessional bodies 

World Council of Churches 

Ecumenical Patriarchate 


Roman Catholic Church 


CATEGORY II: Substance 
Pees nctaree Ant ~ > salkabeadlytheenasnsates aici 


Anti-Semitism 

Atheism 

Brotherhoods and communities 

Christian unity and ecumenical attitudes 

Church buildings and architecture 

Church discipline 

Church-state relations (see also Religious liberty) 
Confessional and denominational life and structure 
Confessionalism 

Conscientious objectors and military exemption 
Education (general, Christian) 

Ethics (personal, professional, social) 

Evangelism 

Family planning 


Festivals and anniversaries 
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Information (press, broadcasting, film, photography) 
Inter-church aid (see also Refugees) 

Inter-church contacts, exchanges and relations 
Inter-confessional relations, contacts and exchanges 
Inter-faith relations, contacts and exchanges 
International affairs 

Laity 

Literature 

Liturgy and forms of worship 

Marxism 

Ministry 

Missions (home and foreign) 

Mixed marriages 

National independence and building 

Non-Christian religions 

Nuclear energy and weapons 

Orthodox churches 

Personal liberty 

Personalities (appointments, distinctions, obituaries, etc.) 
Proselytism 

Publications 

Race relations 

Refugees and migrants (see also Inter-church aid) 
Religious liberty 

Repentance actions and reconciliation 

Sacraments 

Social, economic and political problems, and Christian action 
Social service (e.g. CCSA) 

Statistics 

Syncretism 

Theology (in general and items not covered elsewhere) 
Vatican Council II (see also Roman Catholic Church) 
Women and children 


Youth and students 
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CATEGORY I: Geographical and organizational 


Continents 


AFRICA 
$1 million in projects approved by AACC agency ........+.2e eee 
EC PAn oa cLecrurmiaskes tor undesignatedigiftsiet. eo. ek here edt te 
New basis of union sought by five East African bodies ....... .. 
Joint medical planning proposed by East African consultation ...... 
Problems of new African nations reflected in Congolese churches .... 
African Bible Societies form regional conference ........eee8-e 
Methodists give to Emergency. Programme in Africa . ..... 2 os ee eveic 
East African Presbyterians renew plea for early church union. ..... 
Needs of African youth reported to YMCA Executive Committee ...... 
West African theological schools consult on practical theology ..... 
eaux teeionals+seminars: planned within Africa’ .: $8.0 os .04 0% SR 
Moroccan church seeks aid in assessing North African problems ..... 


ASTA 
Church's healing ministry to be assessed at EACC consultation . opie dee 
Communications fund for Asian churches approved ......... 226 We t.0 


Christians in Southeast Asia to get radio voice .......2...+ 2 
melltowship),of ‘Least ,Coin. marks’ tenth fariniversary .o~> 6. (es ne nec bene eve 
Asian students will work to evidence "Christian presence" ....... 


' Asian YMCA leaders confront effects of change on man... 2... se 
East Java church requests help of Asian missionaries . ......... 
Preparation for life in the world held aim of Christian education... . 
Unified healing ministry advocated at East Asian conference ...... 


EUROPE 
Deareyvesd muLrope Olead for peace IN’ VALEtMAM 2 6 4 ss Sc sn we lb ind abe ieee ue 
Conference of European churches challenged on inter-church aid ..... 
Conference of European churches sees need for structural changes... . 
European Committee outlines pastoral ministry to migrants ....... 


LATIN AMERICA 
Urban industrial problems of Latin America explored ......-...e 
New image of man is subject of Latin American volumes ...... 2%. 
Church! s*\LatinvAmerica»role outlined™to LWF unit » © % % “© ‘s ‘so ‘ss "s te." 
Delegates fail to agree on church's changing role ....... ¢ waute rb 
Regional bodies replace proposed Latin American Lutheran Council .... 


MIDDLE EAST 
Middle East consultation debates laity"s role in church and world ... 
WCC general secretary comments on Middle East crisis .......06.. 
WCC officers back Security Council's call for cease-fire in 
Middle; East par '.96 , 1.94, 4° ORL ofS? SER aye Tet bs Mebaiice. vidwoged Glia «¢ 
CCIA's director seeks "forthright action" in letter to secretary ? 
pened SEECenta REGLGSt ASALNSS, (One ee, et Aor egies ye ee we a et 
Interconfessional peace appeal issued on -Hobland i:,.s aiienat, Leas eens 
Chiirchesr actolret @idetlear’ East wart yittims: 4.5 4.5% ‘ss “ess. ene 


Retet sfc ols” piebemtrhetiosede ye ae ee eS ee Se ae tse 
WCC rejects taking sides in Middle East, stresses role of reconciliation. 


CON DDAN HN e+ 
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MIDDLE EAST (continued) 
Relief is a major concern of Protestant and Orthodox churches . 


Missionaries reported uninjured in Middle East; Presbyterians leave 


Britain's responsibility for peace in Middle East emphasised . . 
WCC staff members report on Near East visits . .....++s-e-s- 
Material aid, food rushed to Near East war victims ....... 


NEAR EAST (see also Middle East) 
Oriental Orthodox churches plan joint education materials... 


Standing committee considers education report, date for Easter ;..siew- 
Near East Council revises constitution to spur cooperation, efficiency 


Armenian Catholicos of Cilicia visits WCC headquarters ..... . 


Countries 


ALASKA 
Alaska's Christians cite need for cooperation’... 2... 2. ee 


ALGERIA 
Christian work in Algeria enters new three-year phase '. | vec ns 


ARGENTINA 
Government's role in Argentine universities to be studied .... 
Argentine students protest against detention of French journalist 
Argentine bishops vow action in social, economic fields ..... 


AUSTRALIA 
Little progress in ecumenism found by Australian daily ..... 
International affairs engage Australian Council of Churches . . 
Survey shows increase in Australian missionaries ........ 
Australian Primate makes three-point proposal on Vietnam... . 
Increase in foreign aid advocated by churchmen ........ - 
Federal union sought by Australian Presbyterians ..« « « ~. « « 
End discrimination against aborigines, Australian churchmen urge 
Australian Joint Working Group scheduled for October ....» . 


AUSTRIA 
Austria weighs new status for Orthodox communities ....... 


BOTSWANA 
Funds sought for Refugee project in Botswana... . 2... .o8. 


BRAZIL 
Brazilian Lutherans to delve into pressing social problems... 
Brazil's intellectuals hear prominent U.S. theologian ..... 
SASP.authorises Brazilian gimphans study 4) eee] ie i) eee 
Editor of Brazilian ecumenical journal jailed . 2... 2. ou. 
Brazilian President receives Bible Society representatives .. . 
Three-year study of Brazilian churches proposed ........ 
LWF's World Assembly, scheduled for. Brazil in 1970 ....... 


BURMA 


Cooperation by several Burmese confessions reported by British visitor 


CAMEROON 
Split develops in Presbyterian Church of Cameroon 
Tenth anniversary of Cameroon churches marked .... ++. 
Evangelism campaign in Cameroon enters second phase eh iat en Sect, acl 
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CANADA 
Bible Society exhibit for Montreal Fair visitors . .... +++ «ee 
Canadian Catholic bishops end opposition to new divorce law ..... 
Canadian union committee favours local, regional dialogues .....s . 
Ecumenical seminaries advocated in Canada .... +s 2 6 «© © © © © ow @ 
Canadian church reports membership loss ....s 6 «© 6 6» © ewe wee 
Canada's Presbyterians will attend Anglican-United talks ....... 


CEYLON 
Kandy consultation affirms desire for full dialogue ......s«-ee-s 


CHILE 
Baptist pastor brings constitutional charges against Chilean Minister 
of Educktion 28)", 921PSp st yam, ehos ip ieS {ep posipmroiop pi, mpisegl; 
Chile's government rescinds decree on religious instruction ..... 
WCC expert on religious liberty addresses Chilean consultation... . 
Chilean folk music prohibited at Roman Catholic religious services . . 


CHINA 
Closing of Chinese churches confirmed by missionary .....« «+4 e- 
Chinese Christian leaders reported detained in camps . ... «++. - 
Increasing government pressure on Chinese churches cited ...... -s 
No Easter services held in China, South China "Post" reports .... . 


Chinese ministers laud Hong Kong police, question value of.cheap labour 


Japanese theologian reports on visit to China .....s.ss se eee-s 


CONGO : 
Problems of new African nations reflected in Congolese churches ... 


Collaboration on Congo Bible translation asked . 1. 1.6 6 es ee eee) 


CUBA 
Harassment of churches reported in Cuba .. 2... es se ss wewese 
Reformed Church in Cuba holds first General Assembly . 2. 4 ss 6 2 se 
Anglican Bishop of Cuba is consecrated . ss ss ss eee He ee ees 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
New figures on Czech theological students . . . 4 4 4 4 6 eo ee oe 
Czechoslovak Baptists seek keener missionary interest .... +. sss 


FINLAND 
Finnish churchmen find "just war" obsolete . .. 1.46 6 s+ ss ee eese 
Finnish Free Church group hopes for new law ... 2. 1 «sss esos 
Finnish Orthodox churches grant permission for Catholic services .. . 


FRANCE 
Four French churches: study joint theological affirmations ...... 


French prelate added to Roman Catholic Curia... 6 6 see ee eee 
French Protestants a common poBits on in dialogue with Rome .... 
Marxist chides Cox's "optimism" . 2... 6 6 © ee eee ee we ww 
Put an end to parish isolation, French Lutherans urge . . . +s « « « » 
Call for dialogue on religious issues dividing Jews and Christians . . 
Argentine students protest against detention of French journalist .. 


GERMANY 
EKID-Patriarchate agree to hold talks . 1. «1 6 ee + ee ee ee ee 
German church delegation talks with Ho Chi Minh . 1. 6 ss es ee we 
Dr. Niemdller hailed on 75th Plitiy hg) a-1: oh Aa ee ee 
Berlin synod terms discrimination against Christians unconstitutional 
West German Government watches reactions to Niemdller trip's ¢ et 8s 
WCC executives voice sorrow at Bishop Dibelius' death {6 es bs ee 
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GERMANY (continued) 


Special Report: Conference of German Lutheran bishops issues’ 
statement on theological research . 6 +6 « «+ # + + astadete: wah Bindi Deewss 
wCC leaders attend funeral of Bishop Dibelius . «4 . « « 6 © «8.6 « « 
Injured children from North Vietnam to convalesce in East Berlin... 
Undenominational Christian schools introduced in Baden-Wiirttemberg . . 
Institute examines books used for Catholic instruction .« ...o «6 « « 
Social programmes will not achieve mission goal, expert warns ... . 
Hans Harms named a bishop in Evangelical Lutheran Church ....... 
German churches express thanks for peace efforts by U.S. Christians . 
Third conversation held by German and Russian theologians ...... 
"No other Gospel" movement calls for decision by German church leaders 
Participation in Reformation celebrations may be denied West German 
churchmen |. « pexistnepaepper te ercey net (eggs py Oe roke eteei owes Sesame a 
East and West German churches affirm their unity . « « «6 «+6 «+ « 
German Evangelical church debates meaning of unity in diversity... 
Papal Nuncio protests new school ruling in West Germany ...... -» 
German affiliates of Methodist, EUB churches hold joint meeting .. . 
2,000 Americans to attend Reformation observances .....++s eo 
Dr. Blake urges freedom of travel for East German churchmen .... . 
National church bodies have role in interpreting new directory, 


cdrd'inal, days." Cys bal) adit os + heme eule ot at renin. sone te ee a eens 


German students propose service in poor countries as alternative to 
Militdry service) Sos Cee ee be ere Olga te Senet, buon ae eee ee 

Dr. Scharf. stresses need for tmity . a << oc us), «ue pak esee es neeee eee 

Peace, church renewal, unity are Kirchentag themes . « . . . «© 6 « « » 


GHANA 


Ghana Bible. Society .is inaugurated. pensicend wns Veet rate 20888 ele 
Church attendance rising in wake of Nkrumah fall 2. 6 6 6 tee 2 ew ee 
Christian exhibit at Ghana fair sells 35,000 books and booklets... 


GREECE 


Athens archbishop criticises Ecumenical Patriarch .....-. «+s 
Greek islanders welcome small loans guaranteed by Church World, Service 
Some Greek Roman Catholics postpone Easter celebration .. ... «6. 
Less schooling held no answer to Greece's priest shortage ..... . 
Metropolitan Eugenios of Crete elevated to archbishop .......e-. 
New archbishop enthroned in the Church of Greece . ......-«-+o- 
WCC general secretary re-affirms decision to hold Central Committee 

in Crete .oieisus. 95 60g Re, bop de toes Been ile kee Gee ee ee 
New Greek primate calls for ecumenical advance .....+s-+-s-e«.e 
Patriarch Alexis protests against forced retirement of Archbishop of. 

Athens. os om oe ov oy on te et) ener: on LD Laie mamok cd) babe: etetesq « 
Comments. on the: new primateioisa) si. mold laa, Aone, Mone AANBIAS F084 « 
New bishops nominated in Greece « 0: s»ov.s. ens simaimemga 0 ' aod esbsdo S 
Primate of Greece visits Ecumenical Patriarch . «6.0. 2 6 we ee 


GUINEA 


Guinea's chtirches must be led by Africans . . ss s.. «1s «16 .« 0) es 
Christian and Missionary Alliance will evacuate missionaries from 


GUAMed, 4+ 6: 0+. > acc de de dh unas on oy on 0s 6 AR Ae Om wee teddse sce 


38 Catholic missionaries are deported from Guinea’... 40.6 se es 


HAWAII 


Hawaii Council supports ethics legislation .....+.+++se-esee-s 


9OOWOUWMO ON AAU |S 
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HONG KONG 


Hong Kong Council strengthens industrial mission effort. ..... 
Chinese ministers laud Hong Kong police, question value of cheap 


labour a2. 077 6 16 8) ee. wee 6 Ol) Se ee” ORE OU OD Le Oe 


HUNGARY 


Hungarian Lutheran code cites service to country .....++ss 


INDIA 


Indian Protestant, Catholics, Orthodox form joint education board 


Indian Lutheran church adopts Episcopacy ..... 
Father Paul Verghese to head Syrian Orthodox seminary 


Church World Service lauds Johnson's promise of aid to India. . 


Educating for church union discussed at North Indian. 
250th anniversary of Tamil Bible celebrated .... 
Communications centre to aid Indian churches .. . 
Christian executives study management problems .. . 
Leader of Indian church council dies at 55... .. 


conference 


eo 


"Non-theological" factors said to motivate South Indian dissenters 
State will compensate Orissa churches for damage done by mob. . 


DICARWS. steps up help for Indian famine victims .. 


Indian union to help Christians make an impact on politics 


INDONESIA 
East Java church requests help of Asian missionaries 
Ecumenical synod proposed for Indonesian churches . 
Dutch churches, Government offer aid to Indonesia . 


ISRAEL . 
Israeli commission finds light damage to holy shrines 


ITALY 


Two Italian churches press Government to support U.N. peace initiative 


IRAN 
Ecumenical service marks Week of Prayer in Teheran . 


JAPAN 
Japan's publication boom held challenge to church . 


Kyodan acknowledges guilt in supporting Japanese war effort 


e 


Reorganization of Japan Christian Council urged by mission consultation. 
Protestant Council in Kyoto votes to accept Roman Catholic diocese... 


Japanese would take Bible on trip into space... . 
Japanese theologian reports on visit to China ... 


Confession of war responsibility provokes wide discussion 


JORDAN 


Beautification of Mount of Olives draws praise from general secretary 


KENYA 
Kenya hospitals to receive larger government grants 


Official urges recognition of Christian Council's role... 


KOREA 


Korean layman joins WCC Youth Department ......+s+eee 


Korean Council urges coordination in Vietnam mission efforts 


LAOS 
Thai youth representatives visit Laos .....e.. 


MALAWI 
Water is key to large-scale project in Malawi... 


Malawi is scene of promising rural development programme . . 


e 
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MALI 
FAO sends food to victims of Mali drought and floods . .....s e+ 


MEXICO 
Support for academic freedom costs Mexican Presbyterian his job ... 
U.S., Mexican Protestants join to act on border problems ....... 
Vatican forbids Mexican prior's experiments with psychoanalysis ... 


MOROCCO 
Moroccan church seeks aid in assessing North African problems .. .. 


MOZAMBIQUE 
Old Catholic bishop named ‘to Anglican diocesé ~~. (vr oes te ae 
Mozambique ‘church official addresses Portuguese Presbyterians .... 


NETHERLANDS 
Dual purpose building proposed by Dutch bishop . « « « « « «6 «es sis 
Mixed weddings -in ;Hodland ¢deisesd. cei perisi inn Occ ieee O3ntoret « Laataolonin 
Talks with Christian Institute urged on South African church... .°. 
Clergymen offer advice on abortion, seek legal reforms ...s.s6.s.. 
Dutch churches, government offer aid to Indonesia ...+...%s.s% 
Interconfessional peace appeal issued in Holland ........eee-e 


Catholics, Dutch Reformed agree on mutual .recognition of baptism . oe 


NEW ZEALAND 
Union parish plan. to be acceptedoj os bip »sblo sremrevads, aonosunDs 
Five New Zealand churches commit themselves to seek union ...... 
Dispute develops on Anglican instruction on communion ..-....s.-. 
New controversy stirs New Zealand Presbyterians ..... 2... ee 


NIGERIA 
WCC appeal to aid resettlement of Nigerian refugees ..... 2. se 
Nigerian Baptists head plea for country-wide unity ......... 


PAKISTAN ‘ 
First church in Pakistan's capital may be ecumenical . .... ete «2 


PACIFIC. OCEAN AREA 
Pacific college completes first year of theological training ...-. . 
Pacific churches stress literature, mission’ needs’). 995". 29 POLS ES Eas 


PHILIPPINES 


Philippine Protestants, Catholics attend interfaith meeting ... Oe 


Filipino church applauds Vietnam statement of WCC Executive Committee 


POLAND 
Christian education in Poland is focus of WCCE conference . . o $6 yerde 


PORTUGAL | 
Mozambique church official addresses Portuguese Presbyterians a jeyaenie 


PUERTO RICO 


Institute for justice and peace formed in Puerto Rico ......s... 
Three Puerto Rican seminaries discuss collaboration .......s.. 


RHODESIA 
Cape Town paper suggests Rhodesia abandon U.D.I. .... see ee ee 
Rhodesia drops support for church schools ........s ew othcourta 
Church unity talks make progress)..« sus. « «4 4s) MCE ee 
Rhodesia pamphlet gives background, church OpLNLONS jes: or, nce COOL 
Rhodesian Council voices anxiety over proposed racial communities . . 
Rhodesia bishops condemn proposed resident plan 27°" ANC 49 (20 SGAwe: SF 


23 


ll 


EPS Index/January-June, 1967 


RUANDA 


Five churches support Ruanda Literature Centre ...... see was 


RUMANTA 


Number of Bibles shipped to Rumania is on the increase ......«.e-s 


SOUTH AFRICA 


New student movement for Southern Africa proposed .......se6s 
Cape Town paper suggests |Rhodesia abandon U.D.I. . . . «1.2 2 ee eee 
Credit for South Africa opposed by U.S. church groups ......ee. 
Beat Coeiiacoundecarmtul by UNESCO™ ¢igre aos) Oe ee ce ee eee 
Many Afrikaans ministers held deaf to "Christ's instruction" ..... 
Minister quits South Africa, condemning race classification ..... 
U.S. born bishop faces eviction from South Africa ......2.eee-e 


Hearings start on libel suit brought by South African churchmen ... 


Churchés’pledgémfunds for Sotth Africanitrialby. hin. Vreadyleri ans oo 
South African Government confirms restrictions on foreign clergy... 


South African libel hearing gets under way. . 2... ee See eee 


Talks with Christian Institute urged on South African church ..... 
Scuth Aftacagatrial chikelyctogendrsoombed. spose us wene te Lake cated ae Ae 
Baptist editor urges reconsideration of South African crusade .... 
Téstimonysendsein*South African libelntrialer.psodlims ...5.+. MONE, 
South African ministers criticise "wild, inaccurate" textbook ...°. 
Apartheid termed "sick obsession" by Methodist journal ........ 
Reformed Church orders temporary suspension of Dr. Geyser ...+... 
Reformed Synod attacks student Sing riy agency DeetHsnr, OB. PYSI, APSF 75 
Methodist agency will oppose G.M.'s South African production ..... 
Expulsion of Christian Institute pe Gas voted by N.H.K. in South 
Africa .~oec¢ sedeit 6; 2M, BOHR DOL RU RE! SOT PHP LABPS. YP. SVS TES 
South African Lutherans najeits apartheid) poVboy ic 2 O98 TIP, TEIFOY?. Fe. 
South African courtorules vdgainst’ Profs Pontiis Pec OPM PRS PER PE be. Me 
South Africa gives Anglican bishop two weeks to leave ........ 
Pretoria theologian resigns from Reformed Church . .......246-. 


SPAIN 


Abbot of Montserrat resigns ... Sel tine hth Mh Oi Rind atid ie slide hiaiiin ete 
Leader of Spain's Protestants ain Se pat changes religious climate .. 
Spain's unity week marked by Anglican-Catholic service ........ 
Spain's religious liberty law will test all parties, Protestant holds 
Religious liberty law reported sent back to committee ........ 
Spanish cabinet approves bill on religious liberty . .......e«-s 
er WOR ate. We STAT LS i od lO ee an te Ria eal i li ol 
Spanish officials seek to clarify amendments to proposed law..... 
Bishops fire editorial staff of Catholic Action journal ....... 
Possibility of revising Concordat with Spain seen by Vatican spokesman 
Catalonian pastors hold law inapplicable to their churches ...... 
Pope Paul's letter to Spaniards cites right to political action .. 
239 amendments proposed in religious liberty law ......+e+ «ee. 
ABDCISUMEEEReEL Se TeleCL CMAMEGHD BUCACOLE 05s ony 4 ot foie m.ee) Bh eats oR oe eiae 


SWEDEN 


Gatholics,..Orthodoxinoop craterth sSwedenioss, Ake Goke singe, 19070, PAP. 
WCC leader visits Sweden to discuss '68 Assembly .......... 

Swedish church construction halted by anti-inflation move ...... 
Swedish Archbishop cautions pastors on presentation of passion event . 
New Archbishop of Uppsala to be chosen . 0. Ws. we a ww ew tt 
Bishop Josefson named Swedish church primate .......s.se.s-e-ees 


Swedish council issues Vietnam proposale . 1 6% . 6 6 6) @ wi sows 6 
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SWITZERLAND 
Office in Geneva suggested to World Methodist Council .. 


. 


Genevese citizenship bestowed on Dr. Visser 't Hooft .....-+e+see-s 
Increased contribution for development urged by Swiss mission councils 
Swiss Methodist Church supports right of conscientious objection .. . 
Opposition to ordination of women dropped by church of Geneva . 


TANZANTA 
Tanzania urges missionaries to till their land ...... 


THAILAND 
New officers serve Church of Christ in Thailand ..... 
Thai youth representatives visit Laos .... 6 « «6 ee 


TURKEY 
Moslem leader issues Christmas message urging tolerance . 


U.A.R. 
Coptic seminary gives courses for laity .. ss .s .s. 


UGANDA 


"Victory over racialism" hailed on installation of Anglican bishop 


UNITED KINGDOM . 
British theologian leaves the Roman Catholic Church ... 
"First steps to unity" taken by Anglicans/Catholics ... 


British students "beseech" churches to act on common communion 


Christians take an interest in British television .... 
Anglican bishop. calls off. visit to Belfast ...s...... 
Christian Aid gives funds to Catholic projects ...... 
Suggestions on Anglican-Methodist union made by Lord Fisher 
Baptist educator deplores "ecumenical baiting" ...... 


Leslie E. Cooke, ecumenical figure and church administrator, 


e 


dies 


Breakdown of marriage urged as grounds for divorce ...... s'« 


Father McCabe may be reinstated 


Reformed Church for England projected in Presbyterian/Congregational 


document... eS To ee ee ke a ae 
Worker priests proposed for Scotland “...:%u se es 0) eeuem es 
Archbishop of Canterbury urges halt in U.S. bombing ... 
Scottish churches to discuss unity proposal . 
Closer Catholic-Methodist ties urged in England ..... 
Study on police and the community prepared by church group 
International broadcasters plan project for needy nations 


Anglican Evangelicals agree to dialogue, criticise Anglican-Methodist 


Wrote fe 


° ° e e e e e e e ° e ° e e e e e e e e e 


Archbishop of Canterbury asks for joint worship by two communions 
Ireland's decision to join two universities termed "revolutionary" 


British SCM supports "Vietnam week.” «oN car wore a tated ae 
English Presbyterian membership lowest in this century. . 
Forego nuclear weapons, British Council urges government . 
Dr. Payne honoured for leadership of Baptist Union .... 
British Protestant-Catholic joint working group meets .. 
Faith and Order Commission sets agenda for Bristol meeting 


British Presbyterians move on unity plan... 6. We be ee 


British Roman Catholic See will give one per cent for poverty aid 
Church of Scotland committee attacks Catholic mixed-marriage rule 


Appeal for ordination of women goes to Church of Scotland assembly 


e 
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Clergymen offer advice on abortion, seek legal reforms ......s.-. 
Church of Scotland rejects more liberal attitude on sex .«. «4... 
British congregationalists take further steps towards union ..... 
Relaxation of mixed marriage rules noted in Anglican pamphlet .... 
Schools are held to be ‘roots of religious intolerance’. . ....+- 
New method of paying ministers proposed in Anglican report ...... 
Relief is a major concern of Protestant and Orthodox churches ... . 
Britain's responsibility for peace in Middle East emphasised ..... 
Joint Anglican-Catholic schools urged in Wales . .. 2s 0 00s. - 


U. S. A. 


Gain in U.S. church membership trails rise in population. ...... 
Put an end to church segregation, United Presbyterians urged ..... 
Methodist-Catholictalksein,thepUSA ened tu Bo wthe Vledumer « 2BATS APA 
End of draft exemption for ministers proposed by N.A. Presbyterians . 
Credit for South Africa opposed by U.S. church groups ........ 
Concept of truth termed Orthodox contribution to dialogue ...... 
Episcopal bishop names group to advise on theology ........6-s 

Record donations to church causes reported... ... ee a ee we 
Benedictines to establish ecumenical research centre ..... ss es 
U.S. Mexican protestants join to act on border problems ....... 
Dismissal of Methodist seminary's dean draws faculty, student protest 
Jesuits give laymen control of St. Louis university ........% 
Methodists, echo..callafor | candoursonaVietnams22aio8 bh: 29gamaliw whe: A 
Balanced television programming sought by U.S. church ....... 
U.S. Protestant/Catholic youth workers explore common problems... . 
Brazil's intellectuals hear prominent U.S. theologian . 4.0... 
"Fast for peace" called in penitence for Vietnam... 4... 6 2 ee 
Methodist discipline to include statement on ecumenism ......s.ss 
Pulpit exchange planned to further interdenominational understanding . 
Church World Service lauds Johnson's promise of aid to India. .... 
U.S. television network to show film on Jesus .9. 5. we e's ew ee 
U.S.-born bishop faces eviction from South Africa ... 2... eee 
Delta ministry thanks overseas Christians for gifts ...... ss. 
. U.S. students call for changes in Vietnam policy .......+2..2e-s 


American Baptists will not join 1969 evangelism crusade ....... 


Methodist official to lead U.S. church unit on peace ......+e.e- 
Catholic Archbishop proposes social progress ‘revolution’ ...... 
Objectors to specific wars supported by NCC board ......22.26- 
End to misunderstanding sought in YMCA/Catholic talks .......-. 
Episcopal council urges study of guaranteed living standard ..... 
Subversion of U.S. student association termed a "national sickness" . 
Churches , pledge: funds: forwSoutheAiricanvertal Wye eets sty SOM esas 
Rights of migrant workers championed by church council ........ 
Approval of new United Presbyterian confession held assured ..... 
CCIA conveys U.S. churches' peace proposal to North Vietnam ..... 
German churches express thanks for peace efforts by U.S. Christians . 
Woodrow Wilson award given to Dr. Blake .... 2. 4 6 se we ew ww 
Recommendation on open communion will go to U.S. Episcopal bishops. . 
Guidelines on civil disobedience given Missouri Synod .....+2e-s 
Quaker group earmarks $1 million for relief in North, South Vietnam . 
NCC unit raps house handling of Adam Clayton Powell case . .. +... -s 
Catholic ‘encyclopedia issued..in)English 4d ieee ef dy feyple netfee eyeoe: ¢ 


ah 
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U. S..A. (continued) 

Greek islanders welcome small loans guaranteed by Church World Service . 1i 
Protestant minister allowed to officiate at wedding in Catholic church . li 
Archbishop Iakovos looks for Orthodox to reciprocate on mixed 

MALLLAGES 47s Ms ange” SIRSMP AP eS of bh etncthe, OUD EMER EOEe OD RERUN 6 vicece Mee L 
Disciples, Catholics will discuss Christian-cunity, of “Weneyas ae. «stud. cael 
Common baptismal rite suggested by Lutheran church leader ......+. 12 
Quaker action group's ship reaches Haiphong with supplies ... «+... 12 
Archbishop of Canterbury urges halt in U.S. bombing . .... « +» « « « « 12 
Long-range plan for Vietnam relief mapped by U.S. churches ....... 12 
Methodists give to Emergency Programme in Africa . .......e 6 6 « 12 
Team ministries increasing in Britain, Baptist superintendents say .. . 12 
Disciples' world body approves exploratory talks with Vatican 

Secretariat , oo, «0, oy os es oy dn on ee » WOU BL MER OAD OR ommmere Roca 2 
Baptist editor urges reconsideration of South Africa crusade ...... 13 
"New morality" view towards sex held creating mental ailment .... . .,13 
Hellenic university for USA is goal of Greek Orthodox plan... .. . . 13 
Two U.S. churches will press Kodak company on jobs for Negroes .... . 13 
Church union movement held not exclusively "liberal" . 2... 0... ..% 13 
Catholic, conservative participation in Faith and Order talks urged .. 14 
American Orthodox plan!new,Bibleod ao.4%e .04 aa] .eanndsstotq Aaa Ae. U4 
U.S. Lutheran-Catholic dialogue overcomes misunderstandings ...... 14 
Marxist chides,Cox's, "optimiem!nn .aimead/(2@00¢ textaen qomyal euig Riva 
WCC's U.S. Conference discusses conversion, social justice ....... 15 
Permit training of rabbis abroad, U.S. mission urges Russians .... 2. 15 
America's Vietnam policy threatens human survival, Dr. Blake warns . . . 16 
Quakers have passports revoked after aiding North Vietnamese ..... . 16 
Theologian warns scientists on "secret of life" experiments ...... 16 
Episcopal group tells President: halt escalation or "we look for 

another; candidate (aeisdaimwsbediehasiqeiiol begaekg ggpeioNs seger16 
New statement of purpose adopted by YWCA in USA ...... 6s ee ss 16 
Methodist agency will oppose G.M.'s South African production ..... . 16 
2,000 Americans to attend Reformation observances ..... +... ee « 16 
U.S. Consultation on Church Union sets guides for future structure 
Joint strategy for urban areas endorsed by three U.S. churches ..... 18 
Majority of U.S. Orthodox bishops support Vietnam war ...... ss. 18 
United Presbyterians adopt new confession of faith ...... «e's... 19 
Clergymen offer advice on abortion, seek legal reforms ....... «19 
High-church group suggests Roman Catholics be included in U.S. union 

talks 2. 2 + «je eooge whi odie O. AMY ehondeves tipbbodsessbaeedanod GANS 
Episcopal, Catholic dialogue agreed on Eucharistic sacrifice . 
Philadelphians back Blake’ proposals s/s sdoeniceteoboudee- 8.0 JO.mpletevde20 
Conviction of Dr. King is upheld by Supreme Court tod sharpie gees4. 89897821 
FCC accepts church petition, asks comments by public... 9.0... es 21 
Southern Baptist pastor says denomination may die without integration . 21 
Relief is a major concern of Protestant and Orthodox churches ... . . 22 
Catholic priest officiates at wedding in Episcopal church . .... s « 22 
"Southern" Presbyterians continue participation in union talks ..... 22 
Theologians differ on emphasis in Church's mission . « . «se «6 eee 23 

uvS.S.R. | 


Russian Baptist leader asks prayers for end of war . 
Pope discusses religion, peace with POGPOTNY sacs te mc eee ae el al itt 
Third conversation held by German and Russian Cheolaelane wast ats (aelO 
Dr. Blake returns from USSR, reports Orthodox concern for peace ... . 12 
USSR children's book cites "poetic legends" in the Bible ........ 13 
Permit training of rabbis abroad, U.S. mission urges Russians” ss she wl dO 
Patriarch Alexei protests against force retirement of Archbishop of Athens.18 
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VENEZUELA 
Venezuela ministerial group elects Maryknoll priest. . 1. «+s © 6 «© & 


VIETNAM ; 
Russian Baptist leader asks prayers for end of war ......s-+-+e«e-es 
German church delegation talks with Ho Chi Minh ..... 
Methodists echo call for candour on Vietnam ...... sc «© «© «© © » 
West German Government watches reactions to Nieméller trip ...... 
"Fast for peace" called in penitence for Vietnam .....+.-++-+e+e-s 
Injured children from North Vietnam to convalesce in East Berlin... . 
Clergy in Europe plead for peace in Vietnam .....s + «e+ « es se oe 
U. S. students call for changes in Vietnam policy ....++.s-e+ ses 
EPEAA's director asks for undesignated gifts .... +. + +s eeeee 
WCC Executive Committee urges pause in Vietnam bombing . . «+ «e+ « «© 
CCIA conveys U.S. churches' peace proposal to North Vietnam ..4.. » 
German churches express thanks for peace efforts by U.S. Christians . 
Quaker group earmarks $1 million for relief in North, South Vietnam . 
Filipino church applauds Vietnam statement of WCC Executive Committee 
Quaker action group's ship reaches Haiphong with supplies ... ++ - 
Archbishop of Canterbury urges halt in U.S. bombing . . «+ s sees 


Long-range plan for Vietnam relief mapped by U.S. churches . «s+ 6 «) 


Australian Primate makes three-point proposal on Vietnam... ++ +s 
British SCM supports "Vietnam Week" . . 2. 6 6 « © © © © we ee eee 
Bible translation work proceeds in Vietnam . . « « © «© © se ee © © © » 
America's Vietnam policy threatens human survival, Dr. Blake warns . . 
Quakers have passports revoked after aiding North Vietnamese . « «+ + 
Episcopal group tells President: halt escalation or "we look for 
SOME COTTORGE fst jic sn), Wey awe * bien Ss 6) 6 68 tbe ee os ee 
whe tragedy, of, Vietnam, .) ,.0.,s-,0 wi (en oer) dpe eee e886 see beg 8 
Two Italian churches press government to support U.N. peace initiative 
Majority of U.S. Orthodox bishops support Vietnam war . » «+e ¢ « + 
Korean Council urges coordination in Vietnam mission efforts . . ss « 
Swedish council issues Vietnam proposals . . «+6 + « «6 «© © © © ¢© 6 @ » 


WEST INDIES 
Reunion plan for the West Indies . . 1 4 + se © © © © © He HH HO 


YUGOSLAVIA 
Yugoslavia gives WCC plaquette to mark aid for Skovgele es tA eee te 
Yugoslav's Communists protest religious discrimination . . « 6 +» © @ « 
Communist-Christian dialogue conducted in Yugoslavia . . «+ ss 6 «6 


ZAMBIA 
Refugees assistance programme launched in Zambia .. +++ see ee 


ECUMENICAL, INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL CHRISTIAN BODIES 
Bible societies open talks with Vatican on common scriptures . . 4. . 
Church's healing ministry to be assessed at EACC consultation .... 
Official urges recognition of christian council's role . . «-+ 6 « « « 
Conference of European Churches challenged on inter-church aid... . 
End to misunderstanding sought in YMCA/Catholic talks «1s ss ee s 
Asian YMCA leaders confront effects of change on man «+ « + « + s « « 
250th anniversary of Tamil Bible celebrated . . s+ ++ + s+ ss we es 
World YWCA council meeting to focus on community demands . . . «+ « « 
Ghana Bible Society is inaugurated... . ss + ss se eb ew ew 
Bible Society exhibit for Montreal Fair visitors . 1.46 +s+ s+ esses 
Conference of European Churches sees need for structural changes .. . 


African Bible Societies form regional conference . . + + + + ss «¢ « » 
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ECUMENICAL, INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL CHRISTIAN BODIES (continued) 
Needs of African youth reported to YMCA Executive Committee .... 
Unattached youth reflect problems of society, consultation hears . . 
Brazilian President receives Bible Society representatives .... 3 
Christian broadcasters set assembly, im.'1968 euras. notancedet doxusios 
New statement of purpose adopted by YWCA in USA ..... 6 ees « 


Near East Council revises constitution to spur cooperation, efficiency 


WSCF Executive asks for larger student voice; plans world 
conference ;fon) 168.4; né ijneedavtosi iol canseee mero: moet. noxbidens 
All continents to be represented at Christian Education meeting .. 
Ecumenical women's conference looks at demands of dialogue . 4... 
Christian education in Poland is focus of WCCE conference ..... 


WORLD CONFESSIONAL BODIES 
"First steps to unity" taken by Anglicans/Catholics ...i.... 
Autonomy for three Methodist bodies signals "new chapter" in missions 
Office in Geneva suggested to World Methodist Council ....... 
Steps toward Lutheran-Orthodox dialogue outlined ........46 
Ralph Calder leaving World Congregational body ......+.4+2-es8 6 
Lutheran-Reformed talks propose “ways to unity" ...... 4.46. - 
Quaker action group's ship reaches Haiphong with supplies ..... 
LWF committee to deepen probe of Christian-Jewish relations .... 
Church's Latin America role outlined to LWF unit .......... 
LWF World Service Commission approves $4 million programme ..... 
Relief is a major concern of Protestant and Orthodox churches . 
LWF's World Assembly scheduled for Brazil in 1970 ...... 6... 
Three churches added to LWF membership .........68068 088 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
Ecumenical teams issue joint message for ULE. WGK, «tae miteneletit site e 50 
Dominican blames WCC for ignoring differences ......« sss. 
WCC appeal to aid resettlement of Nigerian HELUSCLS, on peg noes Soares 
Growing number of Christians observe Week of PrAV elt dnnai ead tame re 
"Practical ecumenism" hailed by WCC/Roman Catholic prow, s/s eee 
World looks to the churches for joint witness, Vischer says .... 
WCC executives voice sorrow at Bishop Dibelius' death ....... 
Father Paul Verghese to head Syrian Orthodox BEMINAGY 9s ia) ys jeiue wad 
WCC leaders attend funeral of Bishop Dibelius ...... «ee ee 
Korean layman joins WCC Youth Depar tment, tes inantorase je tava af ve 
Special article: "Christian Journalism: An Ethical Influence on 

Secular Politica! (Gs cucMe 5)icc- lds Gy Wan es ale 
WCC Executive Committee urges pause in Vietnam bombingrisf jcara 21% 
Leslie E. Cooke, ecumenical figure and church administrator, dies , 
30 projects on five continents announced for Christian YOULIIZIVE ., Ja 
WCC Central Committee sets evangelism as Crete theme, prepares for 

Uppsala .. sinijesigudons SARS iRidlacemiie a A ditenlun i get ilaesrts igh 
Yugoslavia gives WCC plaquette to mark aid for Skopitehtonss set 00 yeti 


Conversations held on doctrine of Marriage and the problem of mixed 
Marriage «yl 


e e e e e e e e e e ° e e e e e e e e e e e J e ° 


CCIA conveys U.S. churches' peace proposal to North Vietnam... 
WCC leader visits Sweden to discuss '68 Assembly fciis'h % erveteroe tae 


Memorial services for Dr. Cooke held in Geneva and New York ... 
Kandy consultation affirms desire for full dialogue 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (continued) 
Filipino church applauds Vietnam statement of WCC Executive Committee. . 10 
BAbt- Mithoreses Hracirmsn Orpians study. «s,s se ge a e+ 8g cee kh 
WCC leader commends Encyclical on Development .......+4+46ee 12 
Dr. Blake returns from USSR, reports Orthodox concern for peace ..... 12 
: WCC’ Presidents issue 1967 Pentecost message. ..... +. s 0.2 © s:e.e 23 
UNESCO director confers with WCC staff on development, human rights, 
Yookb erm eA hci, SH ether eS Hie ic oirt pigintE: Came te iat se ier 13 
Churches’ right to speak on world issues upheld at WCC Hague 
re eee oe TE ee ee er erie ee gc sme kb gt kek Pkt 
27 union negotiations represented at first consultation ......s... 14 
Unattached youth reflect problems of society, consultation hears ... . 14 
WCC's U.S. Conference discusses conversion, social justice ....... 15 
America's Vietnam policy threatens human survival, Dr. Blake warns .. . 16 
WCC expert on religious liberty addresses Chilean consultation .... . 16 
Faith and Order Commission sets agenda for Bristol meeting ....... 17 
WCC general secretary re-affirms decision to hold Central Committee 
Res A Sie M ce WU aN Sota sl stato Se dca) \/e 5, ae RANT My hoods G8 od 48 cp op ce ko 
DICARWS steps up help for Indian famine victims ...... +s «ee. etl 
"Dynamic collaboration" urged by WCC/Roman Catholic group ....... 18 
Armenian Catholicos of Cilicia visits WCC headquarters .........- 18 
Beautification of Mount of Olives draws praise from general secretary . 18 
International concerns stressed by Blake at Pacem in Terris IIT ..... 19 
Christian work in Algeria enters new three-year phase .......-.-e 19 
WCC general secretary comments on Middle East crisis ......s.«e«.e 19 
WCC officers back Security Council's call for cease-fire in Middle East. 20 
CCIA director seeks "forthright action" in letter to Secretary General . 20 
Priaimpe Maury, WoC Inrormation OLficer, GTeS... . 4. s+ « t.~9 ¢ os 6 0 20 
Christian Literature Fund grants $500,000 to projects on three 
POULAUCHCE. co ste ss 8 MeN Rice site Gemma s as 6, oe ae. bk ek big eee 
Pereereinuinns bari blake prOpOSals- oss «0s 4 0,0 6,08 fk 2. 6. gba 64s eO 
Dr. Blake urges freedom of travel for East German churchmen ...... 21 
Memorial services for Philippe Maury held in Geneva and New York .... 21 
WCC rejects taking sides in Middle East, stresses role of reconciliation.22 
Laymen abroad examine new forms of Christian presence ........- 22 
Bossey Institute examines meaning of Jewish history for Christian 
eat" AhuRtl “tecuts, el kp pen sce eee ag ee he COPS 4, ts te ee 
WCC/Roman Catholic group outlines joint studies on justice, development. 22 
Feature Article: "A Debonair Christian at the Ecumenical Helm" 
Sil banc era ose iONtEE th ris tae i as) TON MNS 1s. Va SOUL ee eG te MS Me, ee 
WoCtistaff members) report. om Near Bast Visits Foci 1 ene es Sis ee ts eo 
Material aid, food rushed to Near East War victims . .'... » « « 9 % te 22 
Ecumenical women's conference looks at demands of dialogue ...... . 23 


ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Bible Societies open talks with Vatican on common scriptures ..... . 
British theologian leaves the Roman Catholic Church . 2... 5. 2. we ee 
Comments from Catholic: journals! ©.) 5. 16>. Name .eseegaus Gus 
GbbOU. Crm G? CAG PEG 2 Ser ie Los oo as noice ot tr dheaseoeda sea & 
Ecumenical teams issue joint message for unity week -. 1... 5 ss wes 
"First steps to unity" taken by Anglicans/Catholics ......+es6- 
Vatican establishes lay council, commission on justice, peace ..... 
Dominican blames WCC for ignoring differences . . 2. 2. 2 ss es ee ee 
Rome's Catholics forbidden to attend other churches ..... 2.2 6 «© « 
Spain's unity week marked by Anglican-Catholic service . 1... s+... 
"Practical ecumenism" hailed by WCC/Roman Catholic group .....ee-s 
Jesuits give laymen control of St. Louis university ... 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH (continued) 

U.S. Protestant/Catholic youth workers explore. common problems he btecae ep 
Catholics permitted to attend episcopal service in Rome ....++ 44+ 
Pope discusses religion, peace with Podgorny . ..... « «s Oy cg. Bee she 10g" 
Christian Aid gives funds to Catholic projects «, «0, © © «© 6,0 06 #-¢ 
Catholics, Orthodox cooperate in Sweden . 2. 2. 2 6 «© «© © ws ewe bea lari 
Action of Vatican officials deplored by Catholic magazine ... At 4 ° 
Catholic archbishop proposes social progress revolution"... . ; ba bak 
Institute examines books used for Catholic instruction in Germany .. . 
End to misunderstanding sought in YMCA/Catholic talks ......ss46-+ 
Ecumenical directory delayed by Cardinal Ottaviani .......e-ee- 
Conversations held on doctrine of marriage and the problem of 

MIXCAMALLRAS cewpayeirie 0-4 pledia® eae Nede anibahd nantes Rs RnR Mi Tia in ta See 
Jews worship with Spanish CathoLics | 0.6: euapeei iol apt lo ibe tad Sa tenta 99 
Regulations eased on Catholic-Orthodox weddings .. .. is sahil i otn det Dae 
Bishops fire editorial staff of Catholic Action journal... «+ + + «10 
Catholic , encyclopedia, issued in English, «14.6 9 6% 3) 6% s gegen es ew 
Possibility of revising Concordat with Spain seen by Vatican spokesman. 11 
Disciples, Catholics will discuss Christian unity, so. 6,0 «/0) a0 «41 
WCC leader commends Encyclical on Development . «. « «, « » «0:8 «6 «-« « 12 
Some Greek Roman Catholics postpone Easter celebration «.. . . « « «+12 
Disciples' world body approves exploratory talks with Vatican 

S@CTETALLAC . «. s\ e-chne, Hasbinedeeasernananl 44sauan? Aeabaisae aaa tine ka 
Pope Paul's letter to Spaniards cites right to political action ... .13 
Institute for justice and peace formed in Puerto Rico . .. . «+» » + 13 
Pope, gives. warning on "Utopian .thinking’) 2 aus <0 ne.s6t 64 borte 4 04-bn-bele prae 
Canadian Catholic bishops end opposition to new divorce law ...... 13 
Closer Catholic-Methodist ties urged in England .... +++ +++ 13 
Catholic, conservative participation in Faith and Order talks urged .. 14. 
French prelate’ added to Roman Catholic ‘Curia... °s. :s. sar spe. ie keke ienateae Dae 
U.S. Lutheran-Catholic dialogue overcomes misunderstandings .. .... 14 
Papal Nuncio protests new school rulings in West Germany ..... +... 14 
French Protestants seek common position in dialogue with Rome ..... 14 
Report to Pope on birth control printed by independent Catholic journal. 14 
Catholic census finds 60 per cent under 25 years old... 6 0.6 + 0 « » LO 
Rome's Laity Council sets itself two 'Easke”. 9PMAILE « he ve se se a0 toes naeeD 
Two-pronged attack on development outlined by Papal Commission .... . 16 
British Protestant-Catholic joint working group meets. «. . «+ «4 «6 » 16 
Protestant Council in Kyoto votes to accept Roman Catholic diocese ... 17 
Mixed marriage major topic at Reformed-Catholic talks ... . +6 «es «. J7 
Chilean folk music prohibited at Roman Catholic religious services . ...17 
British Roman Catholic See will give one per cent for poverty aid ... 17 
"Dynamic collaboration" urged by WCC/Roman Catholic group ....... 18 
Church of Scotland committee attacks Catholic mixed marriage rule .. . 18 
References offensive to Jews deleted from Catholic texts. .... 4... 18 
Vatican forbids Mexican prior's experiments with psychoanalysis 1d Oat 8e4 


High-church group suggests Roman Catholics be included in U.S. 
ingonplal ks’: sites sas 


CONN ADUU HLS & 


CAO ome Meme ewe te we vee) CART, SAINI SHON 40 .IQ0ES 
Special Report : First part of "Ecumenical Directory" published in Rome.19 
Episcopal, Catholic dialogue agreed on Eucharistic sacrifice . .... . 20 
New papal ruling may end informal masses... 0s. se ee ee ee oe a 20 
Venezuela ministerial group elects Maryknoll priest .... 4 wd yay £k20 
Schools are held to be ‘roots of religious intolerance’ ...%s... » 20 
38 Catholic missionaries are deported from Guinea Wo% wr Ae 274820 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH (continued) 
National church bodies have role in interpreting new Directory .... .- 
Importance of forthcoming Synod stressed by Catholic columnist .... + 
Mexican priest renounces vows to start psychoanalytic centre . . « «-« - 
Catholics, Dutch Reformed agree on mutual recognition of Baptism... .- 
Catholic priest officiates at wedding in Episcopal church .....-. -; 
WCC/Roman Catholic group outlines joint studies on justice, development. 
Australian Joint Working Group scheduled for October . « « « « «© © © « « 
pone kwarar chanwernanrcelibacy:. » ss isc sb p65 3 6 8 61 u Spt te bby ee 8 
Finnish Orthodox churches grant permission for Catholic services ... + 
Ecumenical women's conference looks at demands of dialogue . .....s « 
Joint Anglican-Catholic schools urged in Wales ..... +4 2 «© es ee es 


ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 
EKID-Patriarchate agree to hold talks . .. 1. 2. 6 2 6 © © © ee oe ew 
Patriarch Athenagoras calls church leaders to strive for umity ..... 
‘Athens Archbishop criticises Ecumenical Patriarch «1... « «© «© © 6 «© « « 
Tourism seen as aid to unity by Metropolitan Emilianos . . . «ss ses 
Orthodox Patriarch warns against intercommunion ... + «s+ © ee @ 
Ecumenical Patriarch's efforts for peace praised . . s4 « «+ 6s «se e «+ 
Reformed churches called to pray for peace . . « « 6 » © «© © © © © © es 
Primate of Greece visits Ecumenical Patriarch ... «4 «6 » #6 © © @ ee 


CATEGORY II: Substance 


ANTI-SEMITISM 
Swedish archbishop cautions pastors on presentation of passion story . . 
References offensive to Jews deleted from Catholic texts . . « « e.+ « » 


CHRISTIAN UNITY AND ECUMENICAL ATTITUDES 
EKID-Patriarchate agree to hold talks . 2. . 6 2 «© e se ete © ee we es 
Little progress in ecumenism found by Australian daily . 1... sss es 
Union parish plan to be extended . . . 2 2 6 6 ee oe we eo we ee ew ee 
Patriarch Athenagoras calls church leaders to strive for unity... +. 
Dominican blames WCC for ignoring differences . . . «1 «© « «© «© «© ee @ @ 
British students "beseech" churches to act on common communion .... . 
Concept of truth termed Orthodox contribution to dialogue .. +. +++ - 
Church unity talks make progress . . «6 1 «© + «© © © © © ee ee we es 
Growing numbers of Christians observe Week of Prayer . « »« » s+ «+ «© «© « & 
Rome's Catholics forbidden to attend other churches .. +. +6 «+ «+ # « ¢ 
Timely quotes .on, uni Ly. nsesseredel Lom, Sau tt! poder cts lenses ried Asn taseahso® 1 
Spain's unity week marked by Anglican-Catholic service . «+ «+e ees 
World looks to the churches for joint witness, Vischer sayS . +++ s+ ~« 
Additional unity services reported . . « « « + «© «© © © © © © © © © © # 
Dual-purpose buildings proposed by Dutch bishop <r stacrifl § ttiee get? fe bwe 
Catholics permitted to attend Episcopal service in Rome . «+ «© «+ ¢ «6 
Anglican bishop calls off visit to Belfast . » ++ ++ + # # # © se os 
Methodist discipline to include statement on CCUMENLSM. 30 no nrine «6 & he ne 
Suggestions on Anglican-Methodist union made by Lord Fisher ... «+ + «6 
Action of Vatican officials deplored by Catholic magazine ....++s-s 
New basis of union sought by five East African bodies .. +s +s sees 
Alaska Christians cite need for cooperation . «1. s+ «+ + «© + © © eo 
Baptist educator deplores Necumenical Dating: dns dsj ember Se bk bee as 
Educating for church union discussed at North Indian conference ... . 
Four French churches study joint theological affirmations «ss 6 6 @ « 


17 
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CHRISTIAN UNITY AND ECUMENICAL ATTITUDES (continued) 

Reformed Church for England projected in Presbyterian-Congregational 

GOCUMENC, a ens, apie ck melege os. 88 took eae GREE Seca & ik ene ae a a 
Recommendation on open communion will go to U.S. Episcopal bishops .. . 10 
Timely quotes «oth sume sss peek bee ee is A OL eee mer ee eer ree 
Five New Zealand churches commit themselves to seek union ....... 10 
Disciples, Catholics will discuss Christian unity. . ....6,+ « « « « # Lh 
East and West German churches affirm thelr unity . 2.6 s,s o. 06 6.9 6 6 dh 
Lutheran-Reformed talks propose "ways to unify’ .- 6 » «ce sub.8 0,6 6 be 
Common baptismal rite suggested by Lutheran church leader ....... 12 
East African Presbyterians renew plea for early church union. . 1 oe 
Disciples' world body approves exploratory talks with Vatican Perey by iz 
Ecumenical synod proposed for Indonesian churches ......-«.-ee 13 
Scottish churches to discuss unity proposal .... sss). 0s 2 eee 23 
Closer Catholic-Methodist ties urged in England ... 0... .s .s «6 » 13 
Church Union Movement held not exclusively "liberal" ....... 2. . 13 
German evangelical church debates meaning of unity in diversity ... . 13 
Catholic, conservative participation in Faith and Order talks urged . . 14 
27 union negotiations represented at first consultation ........ 14 
French Protestants seek common position in dialogue with Rome ..... 14 
Anglican evangelicals agree to dialogue, criticise Anglican-Methodist 

UNLON + 6 os on ot ot oh os oes ORO IAS LHUIMSNNGS Otfeiy Bogeto 20 Sieeenes 
Archbishop of Canterbury asks for joint worship by two communions .. . 15 
Ireland's decision to join two universities termed “revolutionary” .. . 15 
First church in Pakistan's capital may be ecumenical . ......s.. 15 
Tourism seen as aid to unity by Metropolitan Emilianos ......... 15 
Canadian union committee favours local, regional dialogues . ...... 15 
Put an end to parish isolation, French Lutherans urged . .....+-.. 15 
Forego nuclear weapons, British Council urges government ........ 15 
Orthodox Patriarch warns against intercommunion .......-+-.-e«-e- 16 
German affiliates of Methodist, EUB churches hold joint meeting ... . 16 
Faith and Order Commission sets agenda for Bristol meeting... +... . 17 
U.S. Consultation on Church Union sets guides for future structure ... 17 
Protestant Council in Kyoto votes to accept Roman Catholic diocese ... 17 
Ecumenical seminaries advocated in Canada .). 4... 2 8 6 eels eee el? 
British Presbyterians move om ‘unity plan .1.r.o0gl 441 .0QW babald ghoigiwon7 
Reunion -plan for the West'Indies!s: on. “consuls .“doadaad" eabebats datvesaee- 
Three-year study of Brazilian churches proposed .....4 ++. 18 
Nigerian Baptists hear plea for country-wide unity ..9.... 6 «6. +. 18 
New Greek Primate calls for ecumenical advance . ..... se ee ee 6 18 
British Congregationalists take further steps towards union ...... 19 
Three Puerto Rican seminaries discuss collaboration ...... +. +s 19 
Federal union sought by Australian Presbytérians? 2.747 499 NIT Fs eregeg 
High-church group suggests Roman Catholics be included in U.S. union 

talks” 6S ee et ee a tied oc? ot oe Odes Soeeviee Yala taaol tT poe 
Special Report: First part of "Ecumenical Directory" published in Rome. 19 
Ecumenical service sta Week of’ Prayer’ in/Tehétan’ 074. 27474479 GP 4ARBTeZ0 
Schools are held to be 'roots of religious intolerance’*°3 77%2°4°% .%42443°20 
Canada's Presbyterians will attend Anglican-United talks 1.3.9. 6.02% 4°22 
Catholics, Dutch Reformed agree on mutual recognition. of baptism . . «4 22 

Southern" Presbyterians continue participation in union talks ..... 22 
Dr. Scharf stresses need for ULES aa ee eS: Bee te eR eae tee ee ee 
Joint Anglican-Catholic schools urged” in’ Wales. o 7 one 84a Pio 23 
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CHURCH BUILDINGS AND ARCHITECTURE 
Dual-purpose buildings proposed by Dutch bishop .... +. «s+ «se eee 
Israeli commission finds light damage to Holy Land shrines ......s 
Fate of holy: places discussed 2% ..289 WG) ST DOD A Le WW Ys BTS) oe! Se 


CHURCH DISCIPLINE 
Father McCabe may be reinstated ......-. 
RODE DATS. ChapePnO. COdLDACV er. i swasa cot anmerleurle 6 6 6a 8 8 oe 8k te 


CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS 
Support for academic freedom costs Mexican presbyterian his job .... 
Harassment of churches reported in Cuba ....- ++ ++ 2 «eee ee 
Rhodesia drops support for church schools .....-e+ «+ «+» © ++ © @ 
Berlin Synod terms discrimination against Christian unconsitutional . . 
Kenya hospitals to receive larger government grants ...+++-e+-e+e-s 
Closing of Chinese churches confirmed by missionary ...++-+-e-s«es 
Tanzania urges missionaries to till their land . ... 2... + e+ se «© @ 
Chinese Christian leaders reported detained in camps . .. + + + + © « « 
South African Government confirms restrictions on foreign clergy ... » 
Increasing government pressure on Chinese churches cited... ++ «ss 
Church attendance rising in wake of Nkrumah fall . . . «© «© © «© © © © @ 
Guidelines on civil disobedience given to Missouri Synod Lutherans .. . 
Participation in Reformation celebrations may be denied West German 
ehurchmen ... Ro .bkye. af Os. HSS Siiddsonté Al-sio¢t 8’ foecmteye 
Editor of Brazilian ecumenical journal jailed . . 2. 1 6 eee es ee ee 
No Easter services held in China, South China "Post" reports ... ..s + 
State will compensate Orissa churches for damage done by mob... +s 
Yugoslav's communists protest religious discrimination .. + +++ -s 
Guinea's churches must be led by Africans . 2. 2. 6 6 + 6 «© ee ee @ @ 
Christian and Missionary Alliance will evacuate missionaries from Guinea 
Patriarch Alexis protests against forced retirement of Archbishop of 
ATHENS+ snot Wt. S27OV LD WA Ge GODT AD GIOeES 208840 FS GNSSs BBSDEIA 
Comments on the new primate ... s. 6 «© «© © © © © © oe oe eo we He we ee 
Beautification of Mount of Olives draws praise from general secretary . 
Dr. Blake urges freedom of travel for East German churchmen . + ++ «+ « 
South Africa gives Anglican bishop two weeks to leave «s+ + + s+ + es + « 
Japanese theologian reports on visit to China . 1.4 s+ se ee eee ees 


CONFESSIONAL AND DENOMINATIONAL LIFE AND STRUCTURE 

Record donation to church causes reported .... + «6 © « «© © © © # © + 
Indian Lutheran church adopts episcopacy . . « «© © 6 + * + © © ¢ © © # « 
Hungarian Lutheran code cites service to country ». . - + +» « + «+ + s+ «+ 
Autonomy for three Methodist bodies signals "new chapter" in missions . 
Split develops in Presbyterian Church of Cameroon . + + + + + + + e+ «+ 
Reformed Church of Cuba holds first General Assembly . «+ + + + + © + + 
Official urges recognition of Christian Gouncil's role... viencad *i ewe 
Old Catholic bishop named to Anglican diocese «+ + + + e+ es © eo we 
Anglican bishop of Cuba is consecrated . . + + see e+ ee eee rene 
Alaska's Christians ‘cite need for cooperation .. + s+ +++ ss + ees 
New officers serve Church of Christ in Thailand . 2. + e+ + es ee © ses 
Approval of new United Presbyterian confession held assured ...... 
Worker priests proposed for Scotland . . «+ +s ++ + + © ee we ee ws 
Bishops fire editorial staff of Catholic ACtron Journal S294 9e ea 
"Non-theological" factors said to motivate South Indian dissenters... 
Reorganization of Japan Christian Council urged by mission 

Solicultat dod okt BLEORSE Te Te ee a re ee Ee ee ee eS 
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CONFESSIONAL AND DENOMINATIONAL LIFE AND STRUCTURE (continued) 


Team ministries increasing in Britain, Baptist superintendents say . . 
Pope gives warning on "Utopian thinking" b fasooo sq eeattsbbiid sxoexwg 
English Presbyterian membership lowest in this century . «s+. +« +s. 
United Presbyterians adopt new confession of faith... +. +++ +4-s 
Regional bodies replace proposed Latin American Lutheran Council ... 
Canadian Church reports membership loss ...-+.s++ + «ee e eo « 
Importance of forthcoming Synod stressed by Catholic columnist .... 
Southern Baptist pastor says denomination may die without integration 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS AND MILITARY EXEMPTION 


End of draft exemption for ministers proposed by N.A. Presbyterians . 


Objectors to specific wars supported by NCC board ..... +2 +e 2 4 « 


Swiss Methodist Church supports right of conscientious objection... 
German students propose service in poor countries as alternative to 
military service e e e e e e e e s e e e e e e a e e e e oe e a e e e 


EDUCATION 


Indian Protestants, Catholics, Orthodox form joint education board . . 
Pacific college completes first year of theological training .... . 
Baptist pastor brings constitutional charge against Chilean Minister 
of Education «. ¢.« «6 6, ¢ 18%. MAM. 2s) BI IRL BELO, BOGE ROS ISG aue 
Rhodesia drops support for church schools .. . 4 2 4 2 6 s ee ee os 
Berlin Synod terms discrimination against Christians unconstitutional 
Government's role in Argentine universities to be studied ....4-. 
Undenominational Christian schools introduced in Baden-Wiirttemberg . . 
Oriental Orthodox churches plan joint education materials ...... 
Standing committee considers education report, date for Easter ... . 
Institute examines books used for Catholic instruction in Germany . . 
Less schooling held no answer to Greece's priest shortage . .. +. « 
Institute for justice and peace formed in Puerto Rico ... ++ +s +s 
Hellenic university for USA is goal of Greek Orthodox plan ..... «» 


Canadian Catholic bishops end opposition to new divorce law .. . ++. 


Papal Nuncio protests new school rulings in West Germany: > ALD. 60 B38 
Ireland's decision to join two universities termed "revolutionary" . . 
Finnish Free Church group hopes for new law . .. + +s 2+ sss #6 @ © 
Chile's government rescinds decree on religious instruction .... « 
Preparation for life in the world held aim of Christian education .. 
All continents to be represented at Christian education meeting ... 
Schools are held to be ‘roots of religious intolerance’, . ..... -» 
Unitedseminary: dedicated in Jamaica sass bine ‘ols 25 5. 6 6 les Sees 
Joint Anglican-Catholic schools urged in Wales .....++«+-+ soe 
Christian education in Poland is focus of WCCE conference .-:... « « « 


ETHICS 


Breakdown of marriage urged as grounds for divorce . ....+ s+ 6s 
Hawaii Council supports ethics legislation . ..... ss eee ee 
Clergymen offer advice on abortion, seek legal reforms . ... +. +s -« 
Church of Scotland rejects more liberal attitude on sex .... «+s. 
Vatican forbids Mexican prior's experiments with psychoanalysis ... 
Mexican priest renounces vows to start psychoanalytic centre .... . 


EVANGELISM 


American Baptists will not join 1969 evangelism crusade ......-. 


WCC Central Committee sets evangelism as Crete theme, prepares for 
Uppeaka a tse 


. ° e e ° e ° e e e e s e e ° e ° . e ° e ° e e ° e 


Evangelism campaign in Cameroon enters second phase ....+.«+e-s 


Baptist editor urges reconsideration of South African crusade .... 
Theologians differ on emphasis in Church's mission i é 1°: i236 802 i% 
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FAMILY PLANNING 


Report to Pope on birth, control printed by independent Catholic journal. 
Clergymen offer advice on abortion, seek legal reforms . .« »« + + + + « « 


FESTIVALS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
250th anniversary of Tamil Bible celebrated ......4+46 - 


Participation in Reformation celebrations may be denied West German 


churchmen. «cc, 0 6 #0 terior B00 Wp’ ogriatiniys” op roatyir 
Tenth anniversary of Cameroon churches marked ....s ses « 
WCC Presidents issue 1967 Pentecost message .. «+++ « « » 
2,000 Americans to attend Reformation observances .. ++ « « 
400th birthday of Hungarian Reformed Church marked . ... ¢« « 


GENERAL 
Photo Oikoumene — Nr. 1 2. « «© o,e © © © © © @ © wo oe oe ew 
" Nr ide ter etn ch coe enki: itty sie tA om Pp bieieettose t, 508 
" Niyves Sun tai oes Alisa teres L hatin rch sGeuseel is 6.43 
4 Nitiithhes 5 bien wera eE ste. Maerh. Teuku ies 4 
Vs Nini, thane for bisawe eheoee dole Bt Lise? 
% Natekt , pipmninnh 4374s" dette tun tes 28 toh ehind ot cee ee. 6 

INFORMATION 


Christians take an interest in British television’ ..... 
Balanced television programming sought by U.S. church .... 
Christians in South east Asia to get radio voice . ....s.«- 
U. S. television network to show film on Jesus . 1... se « « 
Communications centre to aid Indian churches . .... + 6 « + 
International broadcasters plan project for needy nations . . 
Christian broadcasters set assembly in 1968 ..... sees 


INTER-CHURCH AID 
Church's healing ministry to be assessed at EACC consultation 
Communications fund for Asian churches approved 4.» ++ «sss 
$1 million in projects approved by AACC agency . ». + ++ +s » 
Christian Aid gives funds to Catholic projects .. +++ +s -s 
Church World Service lauds Johnson's promise of aid to India . 


Injured children from North Vietnam to convalesce in East Berlin... 


Asian students will work to evidence Christian presence .. . 
Delta ministry thanks overseas Christians for PLETE we 04.0192 os 
EPEAA's director asks for undesignated gifts .. +++ +++ 
Special Article: "Christian Journalism: An Ethical Influence 

Secular Politics” oie nop fo herp) sere h ey ate nth Pll 09 ce oP) ne 2 Be Bot 
Conference of European Churches challenged on inter-church aid 
Yugoslavia gives WCC plaquette to mark aid for Skopje ..+-. 
Joint medical planning proposed by East Africa consultation . 


Quaker group earmarks $1 million for relief in North, South Vietnam . 


SASP authorises Brazilian orphans study . +» + +++ + se # & 
Greek islanders welcome small loans guaranteed by Church World 
Quaker action group's ship reaches Haiphong with supplies .. 
Long-range plan for Vietnam relief mapped by U.S. churches. . 
Methodists give to Emergency Programme in Africans ae .29 dtBb 
Five churches support Ruanda Literature Centre .. s+ + +s» 
LWF World Service Commission approves $4 million programme . . 
DICARWS steps up help for Indian famine victims ... ++.» 


Service 


British Roman Catholic See will give one per cent for poverty aid .. 


Water is key to large-scale project in Malawi °F eA. GOP Aes 
Christian work in Algeria enters new three~year phase ...s-s 
Dutch churches, Government offer aid to Indonesia ...-+ es 
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INTER-CHURCH AID (continued) 
Christian Literature Fund grants $500,000 to projects on three 
CONTINEHES 6 ee ge eee ea ate ne eee ee eee Se 
Churches act to aid Near East war victims ..... .2SrssmreyTemss ena, ow 
Relief is a major concern of Protestant.and, Orthodox churches ... 
Material aid,.food rushed to Near East. victims, 0) ....0,:0,9 9) 60 0 0-6 


INTER-CHURCH CONTACTS, EXCHANGES AND RELATIONS 
U.S. Mexican Protestants join to act on border problems ...... 
Pulpit exchange planned to further interdenominational understanding 
Old Catholic bishop named to Anglican diocese ......sesee-s 
Steps toward Lutheran-Orthodox dialogue outlined ......+..-e. 
Third conversation held by German and Russian theologians .... . 


INTERCONFESSIONAL CONTACTS, EXCHANGES AND RELATIONS 

Indian Protestants, Catholics, Orthodox form joint education board . 
Bible societies open talks with Vatican on common scriptures .... 
Ecumenical teams issue joint message for unity week ......ss-. 
Methodist-Catholi¢: talks ‘in’ the USA = cis eoa eae Ge ese eee 
New student movement for Southern Africa proposed ....e..+.«+se-s 
"First steps to unity" taken by Anglicans/Catholics ..... Woes 
Benedictines to establish ecumenical research centre .« «16 « «+s 
Growing numbers of Christians observe Week of Prayer « .9.0s + je 0s 
Spain's unity week marked by Anglican-Catholic service... «+ ee 
"Practical ecumenism" hailed by WCC/Roman Catholic group... s+. 
Additional unity services. repentedsAs stm: bal. btm Od ouduino- BnoddEotne 
U.S. Protestant=Catholic youth workers explore common problems... 
Catholics permitted to attend Episcopal service in Rome ... «+. 
Christian Aid gives funds to Catholic projects ......+-++«ee-s 
Catholics, Orthodox Cooperate in Sweden (au. sage) ee ig en ee 
Philippine Protestants, Catholics attend interfaith meeting .... 
End to misunderstanding sought in YMCA/Catholic talks ....... 
Conversations held on doctrine of marriage and the problem of mixed 

MALT Lage. io. yo ceili ed os te ee a ete ee oe ce 
Disciples, Catholics will discuss Christian UnLCY se bs Se ates 


Cooperation by several Burmese confessions reported by British visitor 


U.S. Lutheran-Catholic dialogue overcomes misunderstandings ... . 
Brazilian President receives Bible Society representatives ....- 
Collaboration on Congo Bible translations asked ....... <0. 
British Protestant-Catholic joint working group meets ...... 
Mixed marriage major topic at Reformed-Catholic talks | ..... % 


"Dynamic collaboration" urged by WCC/Roman Catholic group .... 


Interconfessional peace appeal issued in Holland ........ 
Episcopal, Catholic dialogue agree on Eucharistic sacrifice .... 
Venezuela ministerial group elects Maryknoll priest ..... ..- 


WCC/Roman Catholic group outlines joint studies on justice, 
development ., 


Australian Joint Working Group scheduled for October ....... 
Finnish Orthodox churches grant permission for Catholic services .. 
Theologians differ on emphasis in Church's mission ... i. ese 6 


INTER-FAITH RELATIONS 

Moslem leader issues Christmas message urging tolerance . ...+ «+ 
Jews worship, with, Spanish, Catholigs, owls 'S'pdu. addews faotenumicsna dit tan 5 
Kandy consultation affirms desire for full dialogue... ...+-s 
LWF committee to deepen probe of Christian-Jewish relations .... 
Call for dialogue on religious issues dividing Jews and Christians . 
Bossey Institute examines meaning of Jewish history for Christian 

mLssion- ~. #4 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

Russian Baptist leader asks prayers for end of war .. 
German church delegation talks with Ho Chi Minh ......4.+e6-+es 
Cape Town paper suggests Rhodesia abandon U.D.I. . . 2. 2 2 0 es ew we ww 
Credit for South Africa opposed by U.S. church groups .....++«e-. 
Finnish churchmen find "just war" obsolete ...... 
patie md huueo Meer OY UNESCU 6 a ter, Ota tsk pth se tea bp 6th datibids be 
Mechodi sts echo cal) ror |Candour Of VIECHEM , cs sess 6 o5 find a6 6 be 
West German government watches reactions to Niemdller trip .....«. -» 
Pope *dictibséerelicioh; HPedce with Podeorny ee Pere es eS hss 
“Fast ‘for peace’’'calléed “in’penitence for Vietnam »-. se. ss s,c 6 ose 4 
Injured children from North Vietnam to convalesce in East Berlin... . 
Siac huLope*plesd*tor* nbate* in Viena wna 6 88 fey ee lee aan 
U.S.*students call for changes in Vietnam policy . ... «oo « « « # a 
WCC Executive Committee urges pause in Vietnam bombing . ....-.+-e«-« - 
International Affairs engage Australian Church Council . ....-. ees 
CCIA conveys U.S. churches' peace proposal to North Vietnam ...... 
German churches express thanks for peace efforts by U.S. Christians .. 
Warning on agricultural commodity shortage issues ......+.+-e-+-e- 10 
Quaker group earmarks $1 million for relief in North, South Vietnam .. 10 
Filipino Church applauds Vietnam statement of WCC Executive Committee . 10 
FAO sends food to victims of Mali drought and floods ......e+-e-.-.dtMlil 
ALrenvrsiop or Canterbury urces halt. 10 "U.S. DOMbING” oes Ss ss a ke ee 
Long-range plan for Vietnam relief mapped by U.S. churches ....... 12 
Dr. Blake returns from USSR, reports Orthodox concern for peace .... 12 
UNESCO director confers with WCC staff on development, human rights, 


WOWWONAHDAAAUF FHL HSWNHNHNNE 


peace e e e es e e e e e e s e,e@ e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e e e 13 
Churches' right to speak on world issues upheld at WCC Hague 
consultation e e ° e e e e e e o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 14 


Australian Primate makes three-point proposal on Vietnam ........ 15 
errcrai ocr supports Vietiam Week oo at ty ce c..-6, St on te tetanttS uta faba 
America's Vietnam policy threatens human survival, Dr. Blake warns . . . 16 
Quakers have passports revoked after aiding North Vietnamese ..... . 16 
Episcopal group tells President: halt escalation or "we look for 

another .candidate {ei dun ineieh.2ae) a8 .besacqvhke wwtaiaim gotiaes, basrtiglo 
he..tracedypefeVietndmos2. te dowd>. od Madyutaanwche ApLAn.bae 2Ol AmeGAHL/ 
Two Italian churches press government to support U.N. peace initiative . 18 
Majority of U.S. Orthodox bishops support Vietnam war .....++-+.-. 18 
International concerns stressed by Blake at Pacem in Terris II..... 19 
Ecumenical Patriarch's efforts for peace praised . ....++-+ee«-ee 19 
WCC general secretary comments on Middle East crisis .....-+-+-+.-. 19 
wCG officers back Security Council's call for cease-fire in Middle East. 20 
CCIA director sees "forthright action" in letter to secretary general . 20 
Interconfessional peace appeal issued in Holland RG aE CLIENT Oe BA LY 
Reformed churches called to pray for peace . . 2. 41s eee © «© © © © w « 20 
Swedish council issues Vietnam proposals . . «1... ++ +2e-«e «eee 2 & 20 
Philadelphians back Blake proposals . . «2. se + © 6 © © © © © we wee 20 
Churchmen give guides on U.N., race to Pacem in Terris meeting .... . 20 
Churches ‘act. to aid Near East war victims 1.6.6.6. 6 eee 0 wo mee « 21 
WCC rejects taking sides in Middle East, stresses role of reconciliation 22 
Britain's responsibility for peace in Middle East emphasised ..... » 22 
WCC staff members report on Near East visits . 1.6 se 6s ee eee » 23 
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LAITY 


Jesuits give laymen control of St. Louis University ........ 


Middle East consultation debates laity's role in church and world 
Rome's Laity. Council. sets itself ‘twottasks! 494044 .°.9A8R5R 2998a A 
Coptic seminary givesscourses? for? laity. (% HOSBGIs BOs AAseaeRe LIN 
Laymen abroad examine new forms of Christian presence ...... 


LITERATURE (including Bible and other publications) 
Number of Bibles shipped to Rumania is on the increase .....e. 
Japan's publication boom held challenge to church ........ 
New image of man is subject of Latin American volumes ..... 
Rhodesia pamphlet gives background, church opinions .....s.-. 
Catholic encyclopedia issued in, English e416 i, dementia newt os 
USSR children's book cites "poetic legends'in the Bible ..... 
Christian exhibit at Ghana fair sells 35,000 books and booklets . 
American'.Orthodox plan new. Bible. o ttecs.ak ‘aaadded. amlaeel Teens 
Bible translation work proceeds in. Vietnam ... «ese ene oveiieu ene 
Collaboration of Congo Bible translations asked .....+ee-s 
Pacific churches stress literature, mission needs ....-e «+. 
Japanese would take Bible on trip. into space... c¢s suscevan*uan® 
Special Report: First part of “Ecumenical Directory" published in 
Christian Literature Fund grants $500,000 to projects on three 
Continents 06's" 6) oe whe k lee cease a) Oke Pe een ee 
National church bodies have role in interpreting new Directory, 
Cardinal says". 3" sc 6's 9th 4 et ek cae ene ee 


LITURGY AND FORMS OF WORSHIP 
Chilean folk music prohibited at Roman Catholic religious services 
New papal ruling may end informal masses . .. 4.20 es es ewe 


MARXISM 
Marxist *ciiides’, COx"S Optimism: of. se us Ma nant ey mene ee ne 
Marxists, Christians discuss meaning of human existence .°.... 
Communist-Christian dialogue conducted in Yugoslavia ....... 


MINISTRY j 
Unified healing ministry advocated at East Asian conference .. . 
Appeal for ordination of women goes to Church of Scotland assembly 
New method of paying ministers proposed in Anglican report .... 


MISSIONS 

TanZania urges missionaries to till their land ».o« «.¢s0ca *seunus ba 
Social programmes will not achieve mission goal, expert warns .. 
East Java church requests help of Asian missionaries ....... 
Survey shows increase in Australian missionaries . .....-e.«e 
Hong Kong Council strengthens industrial mission effort ..... 
Pacific churches stress literature, mission needs ......2.- 
Czechoslovak Baptists seek keener missionary interest ...... 
Christian and Missionary Alliance will evacuate missionaries from 

GUE aa ga oe Om PRE Cee er ens ne 
Joint strategy for urban areas endorsed by three U.S. churches. . 
Korean Council urges coordination in Vietnam mission efforts... 
38 Catholic missionaries are deported from Guinea ........ 


Missionaries reported uninjured in Middle East; Presbyterians leave. . 
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MIXED MARRIAGE 


Mimed weddings jin Hol Land of. Latin. Amer tia. eitedorid - Seren ee yee ce ee 


Conversations held on doctrine of marriage and the problem of mixed 
MART LASS c Neate Sth. Pa Pets | irre te ies bere ed fe, Meveipeeine .08 te ce pe ot 
Regulations,€ased on’'Catholic-Orthodox weddings '.°.)%.) 6 ee ee ee 
Protestant minister allowed to officiate at wedding in Catholic church 
Archbishop Iakovos looks for Orthodox to reciprocate on mixed marriage 
Mixed marriage major topic at Reformed-Catholic talks ......26. 
Church of Scotland committee attacks Catholic mixed-marriage rule .. 
Relaxation of mixed marriage rules noted in Anglican pamphlet .... 
Catholic priest officiates at wedding in Episcopal church ...... 


NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS 


wrast for’ peace. called in’ penitence for Vietnam... ..s »» ss * 
Permit training of rabbis abroad, U.S. mission urges Russians ... . 
Forego nuclear weapons, British Council urges government . ...+s-s -s 


ORTHODOX CHURCHES 


Concept of truth termed Orthodox contribution to dialogue ...... 


Catholics, Orthodox cooperate, in Sweden (6 '..06 ve) cee el lee Wena fe ol me Lot 


Oriental Orthodox churches plan joint education materials ...... 
Steps toward Lutheran-Orthodox dialogue outlined . ......+4ss- 
Regulations eased on Catholic-Orthodox weddings ..... «++ «es 
Athens Archbishop criticises Ecumenical Patriarch .. 2... «6 26 « « « 
Archbishop Iakovos looks for Orthodox to reciprocate on mixed marriage 
Hellenic university for USA is goal of Greek Orthodox plan...... 
American Orthodox plan new Bibl epwrcailsy nee) ewer de cantebitish te gatytwl Mel Ge Bel he 
Metropolitan Eugenios of Crete elevated to Archbishop ....... - 
Armenian Catholicos of Cilicia visits WCC headquarters . ....s«. - 
Majority of U.S. Orthodox bishops support Vietnam war .....+e+e- 
New bishops nominated in Greece . . 2. 2. 2. 2 2 © «© © © © oe eo we ew 
Austria weighs new status for Orthodox communities ... ..2 + s+ «+ 
Relief is a major concern of Protestant and Orthodox churches ... . 
Finnish Orthodox churches grant permission for Catholic services .. . 


PERSONALITIES 


Dr. Niemdller hailed on 75th anniversary... 2+ +s eee ee ees 
WCC executives voice sorrow at Bishop Dibelius' death ......-e-e 
Father Paul Verghese to head Syrian Orthodox seminary ...++ +++ -s 
WCC leaders attend funeral of Bishop Dibelius ..... +. «6 «+ ee « 
Korean layman joins WCC Youth Department . . . . «© ee ee ee ee 
Leslie E. Cooke, ecumenical figure and church administrator, dies .. 
Genevese citizenship bestowed on Dr. Visser 't Hooft . . 2. +6 «sees 
Ecumenical directory delayed by Cardinal Ottaviani . ....+.+s-s 
Hans Harms named a bishop in Evangelical Lutheran Church . . «+. --s 
WCC leader visits Sweden to discuss '68 Assembly . . «2. «e+ es e+ «© «+ 
Memorial services for Dr. Cooke held in Geneva and New York ....- 
Leader of Indian Church Council dies at 55 . 2. 2 2 «© 6 6 © © wee © 
Woodrow Wilson award given to Dr. Blake . . . «© + © © © © © ee we ew 
Ralph Calder leaving World Congregational body . .« «+ + e+ ee ee os 
New archbishop of Uppsala to be chosen . . «6 s+ 6 © © # © ee wee 
French prelate added to Roman Catholic Curia: Se Fel KW Fey isl oe ere Berens 
Metropolitan Eugenios of Crete elevated to archbishop «+... +++ +s 
Dr. Payne honoured for leadership of Baptist Union... +. ++ -+-++-s 
New archbishop enthroned in the Church of Greece... +++ +s ees 
Bishop Josefson named Swedish church primate . . - + +++ + ee ees 
New Greek primate calls for ecumenical advance ...+ +++ - ° 
Patriarch Alexis protests against forced retirement of Archbishop of 
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PERSONALITIES (continued) 
‘Comments_.on. the. new primate, t,o coo) ey rey efee caper seyceh eter Eelcel anedidee 4 
Philippe Maury, WCC Information Officer, dies . . 1. ss ¢ 6 ere selvs 
Memorial services for Philippe Maury held in Geneva and New York... 
Feature Article: "A Debonair Christian at the Ecumenical Helm", 

by Frances, S,. Smith, 0-2. (o,,0i 05-9 ces oecebeet gee? te olor ie eae caeee Et 


RACE RELATIONS 


Put an end to church segregation, United Presbyterians urged ..... 
Apartheid found’ Harnful by UNESCO! rN Sree re ne eee Se 8 ee 
Many Afrikaans ministers held deaf to "Christ's instruction" ..... 
Minister quits South Africa, condemning race classification ... +. « 
"Victory over racialism" hailed on installation of Anglican bishop. . 
U.S.-born bishop faces eviction from South Africa ... . « « « « « « 
Rhodesian Council voices anxiety over proposed racial communities . . 
Two U.S. churches will press Kodak company on jobs for Negroes ... . 
Apartheid termed "sick obsession" by Methodist journal . ...... +s 
Reformed Synod attacks student Christian agency .....+« ++ «ee 
Methodist agency will oppose G.M's South African production ..... 
South African Lutherans reject apartheid policy .... «6 6 « «es 
End discrimination against aborigines, Australian churchmen urge .. . 
Conviction of Dr. King is upheld by supreme court ....+. sees 
FCC asks church petition, asks comments by public .....+.s+-e-e 
Southern Baptist pastor says denomination may die without integration 
South Africa gives Anglican bishop two weeks to leave .....s4 +... 
Rhodesia bishops condemn proposed residence plan . ... ss +6 + « « « 


RALLIES 


Peace, church renewal, unity are Kirchentag themes . . . + « «© «© « « ¢ 


REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS (see also Inter-Church Aid) 

WCC appeal to aid resettlement of Nigerian refugees .. 2. +6 es « « 
Rights of migrant workers championed by church council . 1... « «ss 
Refugee assistance programme launched in Zambia .... 2. ss es oe 
European Committee outlines pastoral ministry to migrants ..... -» 
Funds sought for refugee project in Botswana . ... . «4. «+ « « «« » 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


Abbot of Montserrat resignsi9<. solid pede: bee epeseoigasy  Lvats x 
Leader of Spain's Protestants hopes for changed religious climate... 
Baptist pastor brings constitutional charge against Chilean Minister 
of Education , +o nT ie Lbs donwi boa oabets Leolipauite, -bAb0) 23. 6s 
Spain's religious liberty law will test all parties, Protestant holds 
Religious liberty law reported sent back to committee ......s.s-. 
Spanish Cabinet approves bill on religious liberty ..... s+... 
Spanish officials seek to clarify amendments to proposed law ..... 
Possibility of revising Concordat with Spain seen by Vatican spokesman 
Catalonian pastors hold law inapplicable to their churches ...... 
State will compensate Orissa churches for damage done by mob..... 
Pope Paul's letter to Spaniards cites right to political action .. . 
239 amendments proposed in religious ibérty law. #4 Pe gay, f°. Were VE OTe 
WCC expert on religious liberty addresses Chilean consultation... . 
Baptist leaders rejects proposed Spanish statute . B., BOePOBESs GF3 FL 0G 


SACRAMENTS 


Dispute develops on Anglican instruction on communion .....+e.-s 
Common baptismal rite suggested by Lutheran church leader ..... « 
Catholics, Dutch Reformed agree on mutual recognition of Baptism... 
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SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS, AND CHRISTIAN ACTION 
Urban industrial problems of Latin America explored... . 0 « + «© e« 
Vatican establishes lay council, commission on justice, peace ..... 
Brazilian Lutherans to delve into pressing social problems .....,+. 
Brazil's intellectuals hear prominent U.S. theologian .....+.+.s.e-. 
Hearings start on libel suit brought by South African churchmen .... 
Methodist official.o, lead U,S., church, amit on, peacer ces tearel pence) eras jer deh ¢ 
Catholic archbishop proposes social progress ‘revolution’ ......- 
Episcopal Council urges study of guaranteed living standard ...... 
Asian ‘YMCA leaders confront effects of change of man’s. . 2.0. 2 2. es 
Pnurches pledge *funds fur Sbuttt werrcan ‘triaL, OF BIOW, 4f49 BIpspuss, sy 
Swedish church construction halted by anti-inflation move ......-. 
Christian executives study management problems .....+.s-+-e-e-ee-s 
meuehAfrrcan*lrbel hearint Vers lntttier® way +, 970M SAPSLEN PNP POPS, FB H2, 
World YWCA Council meeting to focus on community demands .......-. 
Increased contribution for development urged by Swiss mission councils . 
Wayning on agricultural commodity shortage . . . . . « « «©: @yergerros erp 
Problems of new African nations reflected in the Congolese . ..... . 
NCC unit raps house handling of Adam Clayton Powell case... ++ sss 
South Atvican, trial slikely tosend soon «aks of vdantees sethndsal to Tuenk 


alll eal sell oe 
DODDOWOWUOWUUWDAAONNNES FEF NE 


Conference of European Churches sees need for structural changes .... ll 
"Non-theological" factors said to motivate South Indian dissenters ... ll 
Kyodan acknowledges guilt in supporting Japanese war effort ...... Ill 
Mozambique church official addresses Portuguese Presbyterians ..... ll 
WCC leader commends Encyclical on Development .....++ +e 2s 12 
"New morality" view toward sex held creating mental ailment ...... 13 
Pestimony ends in.South.African.libel-trial jaseanss seu enyceth So ehokt 


Church's Latin America role outlined to LWF unit . .. 2.6 «2.6 «6 6 14 
Study on police and the community prepared by church group . « « « « « « 14 
WCC's U.S. conference discusses conversion, social justice ....... 15 
South African ministers criticise "wild, inaccurate" textbook ..... 15 
Delegates fail to agree on church's changing role ...-+++«-«-+-+ +e 15 
Reformed Church orders temporary suspension of Dr. Geyser «+ + «+ « « » 16 
Theologian warns scientists on "secret of life" experiments ..... . 16 
Two-pronged attack on development outlined by Papal commission... . . 16 
New statement of purpose adopted ‘by YWOA im-USA 2 ius 6 4 © 258s is ae 2G 
Four regional seminars planned within Africa... ee heh Cae Be Pir yor ways es 
Expulsion of Christian Institute members voted by N. ae K. in South Africa 17 
Increase in foreign aid advocated by churchmen... . +++ 2 e¢ © eo « oF 
Moroccan Church seeks aid in assessing North African problems OF at het 17 
Argentine students protest against detention of French journalist ... 19 
South African court rules against Professor Pont ...+++-+++ eee 2) 
Chinese ministers laud Hong Kong police, question value of cheap labour. 21 
Indian union to help Christians make an impact on politics ....... 2l 
Malawi is scene of promising rural development programme . . + + «© « « « 22 
Pretoria theologian resigns from Reformed Church . . « + «© + + © © e© @ « 2a 
Argentine bishops vow action in social, economic fields .. +. +++ -s 23 
Confession of war responsibility provokes wide discussion ..... + + 23 


STATISTICS 
Gain in U.S. church membership trails rise in population. ..+....- 1 
New figures on Czech theological students .. 4 + + 4 « © © # & 6 # és 2 
Catholic census finds 60 per cent under 25 years old... ++ ee + ee 15 
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THEOLOGY 
Episcopal bishop names group to advise on theology “R96 SPFR Sf Be te See. 


Special Report: Conference of German Lutheran bishops issue statement 

on theological résedvenl 4P 68 OP BEERS Vas (sea eee eee 
"No other Gospel" movement calls for decision by German church leaders 
New controversy stirs New Zealand Presbyterians . . 2. . 4. s « ee « « 
West African theological schools consult on practical theology... . 


WOMEN AND CHILDREN 


Fellowship of Least Coin marks tenth anniversary . . . +. + +++ + «+s 
Asian students will work to evidence "Christian presence" ....s-s-s 
U.S. students-call for changes in Vietnam policy . . . «+ «s+ +6 +¢ « « 
Appeal for ordination of women goes to Church of Scotland assembly .. 
Church of Scotland rejects more liberal attitude on sex ... +++. 
Opposition to ordination of women dropped by Church of Geneva .... 
Ecumenical women's conference looks at demands of dialogue ..... +s 


YOUTH AND STUDENTS 


New student movement for Southern Africa proposed . .... +. -ee « 
British students "beseech" churches to act on common communion... . 
Dismissal of Methodist seminary's dean draws faculty, student protest 
U.S. Protestant/Catholic youth workers explore common problems ... . 
Government's role in Argentine universities to be studied ..... . 
U.S. students call for changes in Vietnam policy ... .... + eee 
30 projects on five continents announced for Christian youth .... . 
Subversion of U.S. student association termed a “national sickness" . 
Thai youth representatives visit Lads’? P29) Bey PeStPs. Metis trae eee 
Needs of African youth reported to YMCA Executive Committee .... . 
Unattached youth reflect problems of society, consultation hears ... 


WSCF Executive asks for larger student voice; plans world 
conference for '68 ..., 
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WORLD COUNCIL FOURTH ASSEMBLY: 
UPPSALA, SWEDEN, JULY 4-20, 1968 


(Geneva) - Christian leaders from all over the world will gather one year from 
now in Uppsala, Sweden, for the most widely representative meeting in the 
history of the ecumenical movement. 


From July 4 to 20 the ancient university town of Uppsala, 41 miles northwest of 
Stockholm, will be the scene of the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches. This is the major policy-making body of the World Council, which 
meets every six or seven years. 


The last Assembly met in New Delhi, India in 1961. Earlier gatherings were at 
Evanston, Illinois (1954) and Amsterdam, the Netherlands, where the World 
Council was officially constituted in 1948. 


Theme of the Fourth Assembly is "Behold, I Make All Things New". 


Approximately 2,250 people will attend the Uppsala sessions. Almost 800 will 
be official delegates from the 223 member churches of the Crthodox, Protestant, 
Anglican and Old Catholic confessions. 


More than 100 of the delegates will come from Asia, more than 80 from Africa, 

and about 20 from Latin America. Some 40 will be Australasians, 300 Europeans 

and 180 from North America. These figures reflect the strength of member churches 
on each continent. Twenty-five additional delegates will be mission specialists. 


The balance of those present will be advisers (165), youth participants (150), 
fraternal delegates (85), observers (65) and special guests (65): The 
observers and advisers will include representatives of the Roman Catholic 

Church (15) and some of the conservative evangelical groups that are not members 
of the WCC. 


A ceiling of 750 has been set for accredited representatives of the press, radio 
and television. 


The Uppsala Assembly will be the first at which representatives of Orthodox 
churches will outnumber any other confessional "family". By 1963 practically 
all churches of the Eastern Orthodox tradition had become WCC members. 


Within the broad outline of the main theme, the church leaders - both clergy and 
lay men and women - will focus on six major topics, though these are not the 
final formulations. In six sections they will consider: The Church's Unity in 
a Shrinking World; The Church in Mission; The Churches" Role in Social and 
Economic Development; The Churches' Role in International Affairs; The Worship 
of God in a Secular Age; Towards a New Style of Living. 


Or the basis of reports prepared by these sections, the Assembly will seek to 
point the direction in which the ecumenical movement should proceed during the 
next six years. World Council policy and programme will be set on the basis of 
recommendations from thirty committees. 


This Assembly will probably be more world-oriented than any of its predecessors. 
It will, for example, receive reports from the 1966 World Conference on Church 
and Society, which highlighted such topics as economic justice and development 
aid. 
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At the same time delegates/will consider at length the more universal implications 
of unity. New Delhi stressed the need for unity on the local level. There the 
churches pledged themselves to discover "the things which in each place we can 

do together now", Acting on experience gained in the intervening years, dele- 
gates will attempt to open new ecumenical doors by clarifying the nature of the 
"unity we seek", 


Current international issues will undoubtedly come to the fore, as well as the 
World Council's method of dealing with them. On the basis of recommendations 
made at a consultation in The Hague (April 1967), the future operation of the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs will be determined. 


"The Church and the Mass Media" is the title of a study to be completed in time 
for Uppsala. Prepared by specialists in the communications field together with 
the WCC's Information Department Committee, it will reflect the Council's concern 
for effective communication. 


Major item of Assembly business is the election of a presidium of six Council 
presidents representing the various confessions, plus a new Central Committee to 
govern until the next Assembly. When the Committee constitutes itself immediately 


after the Assembly, new officers will be elected. 


Closer cooperation with the major non-member churches, such as the Roman Catholic 
Church and certain conservative evangelical bodies, will be a subject for 
attention. For the past two years the Joint Working Group, composed of WCC 
representatives and Roman Catholics named by the Secretariat for Christian Unity, 
has considered a number of theological and practical questions. A second joint 
Sroup, on economic development and peace, may also have a contribution to make 
to Assembly discussions. 


The host for the meeting is the Ecumenical Council of Sweden. As a member of 
the WCC Central and Executive Committees, Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren, chairman ~ 
of the Ecumenical Council, extended an invitation to the wcC. Archbishop 
Hultgren retires this year as head of the Swedish Church but will continue as 


chairman of the host committee, 


Plenary sessions will be held in the newly erected and well-equipped Sports Hall 
(Fyrishallen). Opening and closing worship services are to be in the historic 
Uppsala Cathedral. Here Nathan Sdderblom, pioneering architect of the ecumenical 
movement, was appointed archbishop in 1914, Many section and committee meetings 
will take place in university buildings. Delegates and press will be housed in 


modern university student apartments. 


Taking advantage of contemporary techniques, conference planners have scheduled 
a number of non-verbal presentations. . These will feature the concerns of youth, 


Christian education, and mission in a world of cities. 


This will be the first Assembly for which Dr. Eugene Carson Blake is responsible, 


Since December 1, 1966 he has been serving as general secretary of the World 
Council. He succeeded Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, who retired after 30 years 


of service to the ecumenical movement. 


(more) 
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NOTE TO EDITORS, RADIO/TELEVISION, FILM REPRESENTATIVES: Application forms for 
press accreditation may be obtained from the WCC Information Department, 150 
route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, and the Secretary for Publications, World 
Council of Churches, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y. 10027, USA. 


formation 


Background photographs for the Assembly are available from the In 
EPS, Geneva 


Department, Geneva. 


RHODESIAN METHODISTS REJECT 
SEPARATE DEVELOPMENT 


(Mutambara) - A resolution calling on the Government to halt the introduction of 
Separate Development was passed unanimously by the Rhodesia Annual Conference of 
the Methodist Church. More than 200 people were present. The Methodist 
Church (Conference) has some 55,000 followers. 


The resolution which was passed read: "We view with deep concern the intention 
expressed by Mr. Ian Smith in Parliament of January 27, 1967, to introduce in 
our country the policy of separate development for various communities of 
Rhodesia. We believe that this policy is repugnant to the teachings of our 
Lord and Master Jesus Christ, and that it is our duty as Christians to oppose 
and repudiate it. 


"Human needs, desires, aspirations and longings are the same. It is fallacious 
and a travesty of truth and justice to contend that they can best be served by 
grouping people in ethnic groups." 


The resolution continued, "The repeal of the Land Apportionment Act is long over- 
due. We consider it a retrograde step to contemplate the introduction of 
separate development. 


"As a church of Christ, we appeal to the Government to delete this obnoxious 


policy from its principles, and not to use it as a basis for any new constitution. 
EPS, Geneva 


UNION OF METHODIST/EUB CHURCHES 
GAINS NECESSARY VOTES 


(Dayton, Ohio) - Union of the Methodist Church and the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church is now a statistical certainty. 


Approval of the Plan of Union of the two denominations was announced here June 

26, following the decisive vote cast by the EUB church's Ohio Sandusky Conference. 

The announcement of the approval of the Plan was made jointly by the Rev. Dr. . 

Paul Washburn of Dayton, executive director of the EUB Commission on Church 

Union, and Dr. Charles C. Parlin of New York, secretary of the Methodist 

Commission on Union. Bishops of the two denominations will make an official 

cased aaa audit, according to church custom, but the outcome is now definitely 
ecided. 


The new denomination, to be known as the United Methodist Church, will be 
formally constituted at a Uniting Conference of the two bodies in Dallas, Texas, 
April 21 to May 4, 1968. 


na ee ee Se 
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CHURCHES HELP COMPLETE HOUSING 
PROJECT FOR REFUGEES IN TURKEY 


(Istanbul) - A $600,000 project to rehouse 300 refugees and their families at 
Etiler, a suburb of Istanbul, was formally opened on June 27 by Prince 
Sadruddin Aga Khan, the United Nations’ High Commissioner for Refugees. 


The World Council of Chuiches' Refugee Programme has supervised the construction 
of this six-storey building, comprising 115 apartments, and through its agencies 
has contributed to the cost. 


The office of the United Nations' High Commissioner has given $403,000 towards 
the building expenses and has made the project part of the United Nations’ 
Programme for. Refugees. 


The apartments, known as Dostluk Evi (Friendship House), are reserved for refugees 
and their families who come under the mandate of the UNHCR. The refugees, who 
have been granted asylum by Turkey, are from Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Albania, 
Rumania, and other countries. 


At the opening ceremony the Rev. Dominique Micheli brought a special message from 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, The message expressed the hope 

that Dostluk Evi would long stand as a symbol of the brotherhood of men and women 
from many countries and of many faiths joined together in the solidarity of human 


compassion. 


Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan said that if there was one thing worse than being a 
refugee it was being a refugee without asylum, and added: "I thank Turkey for 
its general policy of asylum without which my office could not have contributed 


to this building. 


"The refugees who live in Dostluk Evi are to be integrated into a full community 
of young and old, and I hope that all who grow up in this fine building will! 
prove themselves to be useful and productive members of that community and of 


Turkey." 


Besides the apartments, there are residential quarters for the building manager, 
administrative offices, a basement laundry for the residents, a hall for use as 
a social centre, and a playground for the children. 


Dostluk Evi has central heating, built-in fire-fighting aparatus, and garbage 

Each apartment has its own balcony, kitchen, bathroom and 

: In the community hall it is hoped to develop 
EPS, Geneva 


disposal chutes. 
toilet, and built-in cupboards. 
Old Peoples' and Teenagers' clubs. 


DR. SIGURD ASKE TO HEAD 
LWF WORLD MISSION EFFORT 


(Waterloo, Canada) - The Executive Committee of the LWF named Dr. Sigurd Aske 
the director of its Department of World Mission, in which he has been an 


associate director for eight years. 


In his new post he will continue as general director of the LWF proancaecl ie 
Service, with overall responsibility for its "Radio Voice of the Gospel", short- 


wave station in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
(more) 
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Dr. Aske succeeds Dr. Arne Sovik, who is leaving to become executive secretary 
of the Board of World Missions of the Lutheran Church in America (EPS No. 5). 


A native of Norway, ordained by its Lutheran Free. Church in 1936, Dr. Aske was 
a missionary in the Far East for two decades, the first eleven years in China 
and eight years in Japan. EPS, Geneva 


CONGO BAPTIST MISSIONARY 
KILLED BY RAIDERS 


(Kisangani, Congo) - The Rev. David Allen Claxton of the Baptist Missionary 
Society was shot and ‘killed by raiders at his home here on June 27 at about 
3 a.m. 


The raiders had demanded admittance, which Mr. Claxton refused. When he went 
to telephone the police he was shot by the raiders through a window. ’ 


Mr. Claxton, aged 28, had served with the BMS in Congo since 1964. Originally 
assigned to Kisangani, he had had to serve at Kinshasa and Upoto, because of the 
rebellion. He had been in Kisangani for the last fifteen months in charge of 
church work, and as headmaster of the Protestant secondary school. 


Mr. Claxton trained for the ministry at Manchester Baptist College. His home 
church was King Street Baptist Church, Oldham, England. His father, the Rev. 
K. C. Claxton, is minister of Uppingham Road Baptist Church, Leicester. 


He leaves a wife and two children, one aged three and the other 22 months. 
EPS, Geneva 


GREATER EFFORT TO END VIETNAM 
WAR URGED BY BRETHREN CHURCH 


(Eugene, Ore.) - A bid to strengthen efforts for peace was a dominant note at 
the Church of the Brethren Annual Conference, June 20-25. 


The nearly 900 delegates gave virtually unanimous support to a statement 
criticising U.S. military action in Vietnam and a national policy which it said 
"threatens to erupt into nuclear holocaust". 


The statement called on the U.S. Government to stop bombing North Vietnam, 

to end further troop movements ‘to Vietnam, and to seek an immediate cease-fire. 
At the same time it commended the government.to the degree that negotiations 
have been sought. It added, however: 


"We note with dismay that our government has risked so much in its attempt to win 
a military victory, while risking so little in attempting to extricate itself 
from a long, hard war." 


Towards a renewed peace emphasis, the document also urged Brethren congregations 
to communicate publicly concerns on Vietnam, to establish local draft counseling 
centres, and to oppose legislation aimed at increasing taxes in support of the 
war. EPS, Geneva 
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COPTIC CHURCH URGES WCC TO CALL 
SPECIAL MEETING ON MIDDLE EAST 


(Geneva) - On behalf of the Coptic Orthodox Church, Bishop Samuel paid a visit 
to the Ecumenical Centre here to ask the World Council of Churches to call a 
special conference of representatives of the Middle East churches and the 
Western churches to hear the views of the Middle East churches on the crisis 
in that area. 


Bishop Samuel is head of public, ecumenical and social services of the Coptic 
Orthodox Church with headquarters in Cairo. 


In talking with WCC staff members here Bishop Samuel said that the churches could 
have a role as a reconciling agent, but reconciliation must be based on justice. 


"The churches in the Middle East, having experienced the impact of this injustice 
to the life and feelings of the whole Arab world, appeal to the Christian con- 
science of Western churches that they exert all efforts to achieve a peace based 
on justice", he said. 


Bishop Samuel felt the Middle East problem was primarily the outcome of European 
anti-Semitism, which in turn produced the contemporary European guilt feelings 
regarding the Jews. This led to support of a Jewish state "at the expense 

of the Arab peoples. 


"The West cannot expect the Arab peoples to be satisfied with such a result", 
he said. "The recurring crises in the Middle East illustrate the continuing 
feeling of dissatisfaction and the fears for the future. The power of the 
Western nations to impose 'solutions' that are not satisfactory to the Arab 
peoples will not bring peace to the area", he said. 


Bishop Samuel stated that the basis of justice in the Middle East must be a 
new awareness by the Western peoples of the rights and welfare of the Arabs. 
He said the churches in the West could explain this to their people, arouse 
them to see the injustices they have committed, and secure their support for a 
just solution. 


The WCC general secretariat has received letters from the Orthodox Patriarchs of 
Syria and Lebanon asking that a consultation be organized by the appropriate 
body to provide opportunities for clarification of the issues. 


Upon leaving Geneva, Bishop Samuel plans to visit churches in Germany, Holland, 
Great Britain, U.S. and Canada. EPS, Geneva — 


RELIGIOUS BODIES IN JERUSALEM 
PROMISED FREEDOM 


(Jerusalem) - Israel's Prime Minister Levi Eshkol and Minister of Religions 
Zerah Wahrhaftig held a special meeting with Christian, Jewish and Moslem 
religious leaders here and promised them complete freedom and protection in 
administering their holy places. 


The meeting, attended by some 40 religious leaders, was held to explain the 
religious aspects of a new law passed by the Israeli Knesset (parliament) 
unifying the administration of both sections of Jerusalem. All three resident 


Christian patriarchs in the Old City of Jerusalem were present, as well as the 


, two chief rabbis and the Mufti of Jerusalem. (more) : 
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The new law provides that "the holy places shall be protected from desecration 
and any other violation and from anything likely to violate the freedom of 
access of the members of the different religions to the places sacred to them or 
their feelings with regard to these places". 


Violators of the law are subject to seven years’ imprisonment. Implementation 
is assigned to the Minister of Religious Affairs who is required to consult with 
religious leaders involved in any decision. 


Mr. Eshkol promised that the laws would be fully implemented and that the internal 
administration of the holy places would be left in charge of the religious com 
munities concerned. 


He said that Mr. Wahrhaftig and he himself, if necessary, would “always be ready 
to receive suggestions and to consider them with care and sympathy". 


The Greek Orthodox Patriarch, Benedictos I, acted as spokesman for the religious 
leaders. 


Among those attending were the Apostolic Delegate to Jerusalem and Palestine, 
Archbishop Augustin Sepinski; Bishop Najib Atallah Cuba'in of the Anglican 
Diocese of Jordan, Syria and Lebanon; and Lutheran Dean Hans Georg Koehler. 


Greek Catholic, Maronite, Syrian Orthodox, Coptic and Ethiopian prelates, as 
well as Moslem cadis and other dignitaries also attended. EPS, Geneva 


U.S. ORTHODOX BISHOPS ASK INTERNATIONAL 
STATUS FOR JERUSALEM SHRINES 


(New York) - The Standing Conference of Orthodox Bishops in the Americas met in 
special session, June 24, to examine the status of holy shrines; the preser- 
vation of the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem; and the present tragic 
plight of the refugees in the Holy Land, 


At the meeting it was unanimously decided: 


‘4 To instruct the Chairman of the Standing Conference of Orthodox 
Bishops to take all necessary steps at the United Nations, the 
World Council of Churches, the National Council of Churches and 
other international and religious agencies, to defend and to 
preserve the traditional and inalienable rights of the Greek 
Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem in the Holy Land; 


2) To voice the conviction that the shrines of all faiths in the 
Holy Land be given an internationally guaranteed status, ir- 
respective of the results of present efforts for a political 
settlement; and 


3) To express its deep concern for the tragedy of hundreds of 
thousands of refugees in the Holy Land, and to establish a 
special 'Holy Land Refugee Fund' to which all participating 
jurisdictions are urged to contribute..." 
EPS,’ Gene™* 
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YWCAs ASSESS MIDDLE EAST NEEDS, 
OFFER PROMPT HELP 


(Geneva) - YWCAs in the Middle East are responding promptly to the crisis which 
has beset their area, according to reports received at World YWCA headquarters 
here. 


The Lebanon YWCA immediately raised L £4,000 ($1,260) for use by the YWCA in 
Amman, Jordan. It also sent a truck full of food and clothing. 


The new hostel in Beirut was opened to accommodate Jordanian students from the 
west bank who have lost contact with their parents and are cut off from finan- 
cial support. An effort is being made, together with the YMCA and the churches, 
to find a temporary solution for some 500 students. 


The Amman YWCA has been the leading women's organization in Jordan in starting 
relief work. Four teams of volunteers have been assisting in hospitals and 
civil defence, conducting clothing collections and distribution, and cooking in 
the refugee camps. 


The World YWCA sent a letter to its 80 member associations on June 9 urging 
them to contribute to the WCC's $2,000,000 appeal for the relief of all war 


sufferers. 


A staff member, Miss Ruud van Hoogevest, visited Jerusalem and the west bank of 
Jordan from June 12 to 21 to assess the needs and possible YWCA response. The 
YWCA in this area indicated it would work at getting the new building in 
Jerusalem repaired, completed, equipped and occupied as quickly as possible. 
The building suffered heavy glass damage but escaped shelling. Unfortunately 
part of the equipment had been shipped to Amman for clearance, and it must be 


replaced. 


The Jerusalem YWCA will cooperate with the churches in an ecumenical emergency 
programme (EPS No. 23) and will determine present refugee needs in the Aqabat 
Jaber camps and re-organise YWCA refugee services to meet the new needs. Some 
35,000 refugees fled en masse to the east bank, leaving only a few thousand 
sick and disabled behind. Although the Israeli Government has indicated that 
those wishing to return will be allowed to do so until August 10, it is not 
known how many of the Aqabat Jaber residents will come back. Formerly the 
YWCA had provided vocational training, kindergartens, youth work and cottage 
industries at these camps. 


The World YWCA will send one or two international workers to assist in the 
occupied area. 


A representative sent to Cairo is expected to report the needs in that area. 
EPS, Geneva 


NEW ZEALAND CHURCHES‘ ACT OF 
COMMITMENT HAILED AS MAJOR EVENT 


(Christchurch) - "In New Zealand the big ecumenical event of the month of May 
was the widely reported Act of Commitment by which five churches solemnly com- 
mited themselves to seek a basis of union. We offer them our sincere congra- 


tulations." 


Thus begins the lead editorial in Church and Community, the monthly pyMbapetens 
more 
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of the National Council of Churches in New Zealand. 


Communions represented in the Act of Commitment were the Anglican Associated 
Churches of Christ, Congregational, Methodist and Presbyterian (EPS No. 10). 


The visiting preacher, the Australian Archbishop of Melbourne, the Most Rev. 
Frank Woods, told some 150 delegates at a study day which preceded the service 
in Wellington Cathedral that the Act of Commitment was unique in that the 
churches concerned were commiting themselves to one another without first 
working out a Basis of Union. According to the editorial, each church remains 
completely autonomous, free to say "no" at any point. 


"Nevertheless each of the five churches, in its highest court after congregations 
had been consulted throughout the country, had expressed its understanding of 
God's will in this regard, and therefore its own desire and intention. Those 
who stood up and spoke on behalf of their own church were properly authorised 

tol go 766, 


Although the National Council is not a party to the negotiations, it expressed 
gratitude that its president, the Very Rev. M. W. Wilson, was invited to pro- 
nounce the benediction. "We take this as a sign of appreciation of the part 
played over the years by the National Council of Churches as an instrument for 
bringing out into the open the unity we have in Christ." EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD 
GOES TO WCC GENERAL SECRETARY 


(Washington, D.C.) - Because the ecumenical movement challenges the limiting and 
provincial assumptions of all peoples, it cannot expect to be popular in any land, 
said Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary. But it may be expected to 
be welcomed "by all those of good will in every land", he said. 


His remarks were made as he accepted the Churchman of the Year award from 
Religious Heritage of America, at a dinner in the Mayflower Hotel here. 


"In a world that has not yet forsaken military violence as a way to settle poli- 
tical problems, the ecumenical movement attempts to be an agency of reconcilia- 
tion between all the geographical, cultural, national, ideological and confession- 
al differences among men", he said. 


The movement is "neither syncretistic nor secularistic. It is Christo-centric. 
It is a movement of Christian faith in and for the official churches based upon 
the Bible, the living traditions of all the great families of churches, and 
above all on their common profession that Jesus Christ is the saviour of men." 


A third affirmation made by this world-wide movement is that God cannot be con- 
fined within the walls of the churches. "God is more interested in markets 

than in vestments, more interested in justice than in church architecture, more 
interested in the poor, the sick, the blind and the persecuted than in blessing 
the programmes and the action of the great, the rich and the powerful", he stated. 


Dr. Blake's award was presented by Archbishop Iakovos, Primate of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America. 


Religious Heritage of America is a national, non-sectarian organization founded 
to increase general knowledge of the nation's religious heritage. EPS, Geneva 
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PREACHING CRUSADE NEEDED TO CHANGE 
HEARTS OF MEN, U.S. NEGRO LEADER HOLDS 


(Geneva) - Whitney Young Jr., one of the top leaders of U.S. civil rights move- 
ment, challenged the World Council of Churches to initiate a "preaching crusade" 
that would leave no doubt in the minds of Protestants that racism is a sin in 
the sight of God. 


Mr. Young is executive director of the National Urban League in the USA, an 
organization that has pioneered in obtaining jobs for Negroes. 


Stopping in Geneva on his way home from Rome, where he had an audience with the 
Pope, Mr. Young conferred with Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general eeGeetary s 
and American staff members of the Council on Sunday, ane 23 


Mr. Young explained his visit in these words: "America is at the crossroads. 
Laws granting equal rights to Negroes are on the books, Negroes hold cabinet 
posts, but the relative position of the Negro has not improved. Important as 
laws are, they do not change conditions by themselves. The problem is no 
longer black people but black hearts." , 


The civil rights movement is in a ney phase, Mr. Young said. "We're no longer 
fighting to remove vulgar signs, we're fighting to change hearts." He mentioned 
specifically the difficulties Negroes encounter in getting housing in areas 
immediately outside the metropolitan centres. 


"We had thought it was a problem of educating the Negro", said Mr. Young. "But 
now we know from surveys that even a Negro with a Ph.D. and a Nobel Prize could 
not buy a home in Cicero, Illinois, even though the gangster Al Capone could - 
live there. He was white. 


ets means it is a matter of attitudes that must be changed. If che churches 
can't do something to help us here, I don! t know where else to turn", Mr. Young 


Said. 


"The Church must speak out clearly. Vague platitudes are not enough. Instead 
of saying: Love your neighbour, it must say: 'Let me be your neighbour'. 


"The churches must let their members know that racism is a sin. A Catholic’ 
knows when he practices abortion or marries outside the church that he has 
sinned. A Protestant knows rine adultery is a sin. But neither church has 


ever said that racism is a sin.' 


Mr. Young said he was asking leaders of the Roman Catholic Church and the World 
Council of Churches to issue a pronouncement - jointly if possible - making this 
quite clear to all Christians. 


If the Church does not accept this challenge, its credibility with young people 
will be shattered; young people are already aware that many adults don't prac- 
tice what they preach. That is why youth are increasingly contemptuous of all 
authority, said Mr. Young on the basis of numerous recent college visits. 


Dr. Blake said in response: "Anything we can do on the world level to make a co- 

ordinated response with the Roman Catholic Church we will do. But another re- 

solution is not enough. Coupled with any statement must be an effort to stimu- 
(more) 
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late American churches and the National Council of Churches to get at the 
prejudices of church members. 


"Any pronouncement must include concrete things that need to happen in the 
churches, such as a committee on open housing in every local church." 


Dr. Blake agreed this was basically a religious problem since it involved values. 
Also it is a world-wide problem. . 


Dr. Blake thanked the Negro leader for raising the issue so specifically. 
"This is a service to the World Council of Churches", he said. EPS, Geneva 


JAPANESE CHURCHES SEEK 
TO HELP ASIAN FARMERS 


(Tokyo) - Their baggage bulging with seeds, two Japanese churchmen are visiting 
Vietnam and India to find out what Japanese Christians can do to help meet some 


of Southeast Asia's acute problems. 


The Rev. Ken Buma, director of Japan Church World Service, and the Rev. 
Toshihiro Takami, head of the South-East Asian Christian Rural Leaders' Course, 
Tsurukawa Rural Institute, were to spend two weeks on the spot investigating 
refugee and food supply problems. Both men are involved in projects of the 
WCC's Department of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service and the National 
Christian Council of Japan. 


Tucked away in their luggage are samples of the best Japanese varieties of 
vegetable seeds - beans, carrots, cucumbers, onions and tomatoes — to be distri- 
buted to rural centres and research stations for experimental purposes. Thus 
they hope Japanese agricultural know-how may assist in lessening India's food 
shortage. 


Mr. Takami was to confer with alumni of the Tsurukawa South-East Asia Course 
and with government agricultural stations, on the kind of aid projects in which 
Japan might participate. 


Mr. Buma is particularly concerned with the problems of refugee families and 
children in Saigon. In India he was to see a mass feeding project to which 
Japan Church World Service has given $8,000 through the WCC Department of Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee and World Service. EPS, Geneva 


PATRIARCH'S REPRESENTATIVES 
RECEIVED BY POPE PAUL 


(Vatican City) - A four-man delegation from the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constan~ 
tinople, supreme leader of Eastern Orthodoxy, was received by Pope Paul VI at 
the Vatican. Heading the delegation was Metropolitan Chrysostomos of Myra. 


The Orthodox leaders represented Patriarch Athenagoras at ceremonies on June 29 
opening the world-wide Year of Faith. This year was proclaimed by the Pope in 
connection with the 19th centenary of the martyrdom of Sts. Peter and Paul. 


Climax of the ceremonies at St. Peter's was an out-door Mass concelebrated by the 
Pope with 24 of the 27 new cardinals. At the service, the pontiff exchanged the 


"kiss of peace" with the cardinals and with the four Orthodox churchmen. 
EPS, Gereva 
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METHODIST STUDENTS VOTE TO JOIN 
U.S. ECUMENICAL BODY 


(Chicago) - Methodist students from across the U.S. voted here in mid-June to tie 
themselves organically with the ever-growing movement towards greater unity: among 
Christians. 


In a unanimous action, the students - and their counsellors - said they want to 
“phase out" their own National Conference of the Methodist Student Movement 
(NCMSM) and find their "intercollegiate expression" in the University Christian 
Movement (UCM). Formed a year ago, the UCM is an organization of Protestant, 
Anglican, Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic campus groups. 


"It has become increasingly evident that the old forms and structures through 
which we have laboured have been rendered ineffectual and cumbersome", said the 
group. "The University Christian Movement presents new possibilities for those 
who seek to be in mission." 


Phasing out the NCMSM is proposed during the next two years. The action will 
not necessarily eliminate state and local units, nor other Methodist activities 
on individual campuses such as Wesley Foundations. In time, however, it is 
expected that many of these groups will affiliate with appropriate UCM units. 
Some have already done so. 


Although they have participated in the new organization since its inception, the 
Methodist students said they were taking this further step because the UCM "can 
live and thrive only if the groups which originally formed it cease to perpetuate 
parallel structures and programmes". 


Subsequently, the Methodist Church's national organization of campus ministers, 
meeting in East Lansing, Michigan, voted to merge with the National Campus 
Ministry Association, an ecumenical group which has members of 16 denominations. 


Final approval of the students" decision must be given by the denomination's 
General Conference. But the action is in line with decisions of the General 
Conference Committee on Education. No further approval is needed for the mer- 
ger decision of the campus ministers. It takes effect immediately. EPS, Geneva 


SCRIPTURE DISTRIBUTION IN KENYA MOUNTS 


(London) - The concern of Kenyan church leaders for the future of religious edu- 
cation in the schools following the country's birth as an independent nation has 
led to a programme of "Bibles for Schools". 


A survey in one school district had revealed that in more than-100 schools, there 
were only 70 Bibles. It was estimated that fewer than 10,000 Bibles were avail- 
able in the nation's 5,000 schools. 


The Bible Society offered a special cheap edition for the current programme. 
By request of the church leaders, it is the Revised Standard Version. Some 
35,000 copies have been ordered. 


Now Roman Catholic schools have been given permission to use this Bible. 
(more) 
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Many teachers have made donations to the programme, and a number of churches 
have given much more than they previously contributed in a whole year. 


General distribution of Scriptures in Kenya has increased. In the first three 
months of this year over 4 million copies had been bought in contrast to 400,000 


for all of 1966. 


"The chief reason for this tremendous demand is the increase in the numbers of 
awakened young people who simply devour any reading material within their reach", 
said the Rev. J. T. Mpaayei, Bible Society Secretary in Nairobi. EPS, Geneva 


PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches holds its annual meeting 
on the Greek island of Crete August 15-26. 


98. The Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, Athenagoras, extended the 
invitation to the committee through the autonomous Church of Crete. 99. The 
harbour of Heraklion or Candia, the capital of Crete, which is the Central 
Committee's meeting place. 100. All sessions will. be held in St. Mark's 

Hall. 101. As chairman of the committee, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry will preside 
at the forthcoming sessions. 102. Last meeting was in Geneva in February 1966. 


Back page. One of the strong independent churches of Africa is the Evangelical 
Church of Cameroun. It not only serves its own members but also plays an 
active part in preparing nurses, agricultural experts, journalists and civic 
leaders to serve the whole nation. 


103. Many of tomorrow's pastors, government officials and community leaders will 
come from the student body of the Christian high school at Libamba. 104 and 
105. The Farm School at Libamba, opened in December 1960, trains young people 
in poultry farming and gardening. The Ecumenical Programme for Emergency Action 
in Africa (EPEAA) is seeking to raise $35,000 for needed classrooms, dormitories 
and equipment. 106. and 107. Now that the government nurses’ school has been 
closed, it is imperative to enlarge the Nurses' Training School at Douala. 

This is another EPEAA project. 108. The Dean of the Theological Faculty at 
Yaoundé conducts a lesson in Hebrew. 109. The Christian Literature Centre at 
Yaoundé encourages African writers and publishes their material for distribu- 
tion to all French-speaking countries. | 110. Daniel Mongoue founded the 

weekly Protestant newspaper Semaine Camerounaise after receiving a WCC scholar- 
ship and gaining practical journalistic experience on religious publications 

in France and Switzerland. 111. and 112. The Protestant Federation has 
developed a broadcasting and audio-visual programme that is now operated almost 
entirely by Cameroun personnel. 
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DELEGATION OF U.S. CHURCHMEN 
VISITS SOUTH VIETNAM 


(New York) - The fundamental requirements in Vietnam are peace, social justice 
and order, and national freedom. No outside power, whether communist or free 
world, has brought these to South Vietnam and it is doubtful that they can, a 
four-man delegation from the National Council of Churches in the U.S.A. reported 
on their return from South Vietnam, Cambodia and Thailand. 


The group had made application to the Government of North Vietnam for permission 
to visit there, and the U.S. State Department had validated their passports. 
But visas were not received from Hanoi during the time available to the delegation. 


The group returned convinced that “an early, honourable negotiated peace is 
urgent". But neither sudden, unilateral withdrawal of the U.S. presence or 
escalation of the present military force is defensible, they stated. 


They re-affirmed support for the proposal made by the NCC's General Board on June 
1. This body had said the best way to start genuine negotiations is for the U.S. 
simultaneously to stop the bombing of North Vietnam and submit the issues to the 
U.N. General Assembly (or other international agency consistent with the charter 
of the U.N.). , 


"As the most powerful nation directly engaged in the Vietnam conflict, the U.S. 

is in a position to take risks for peace. The alternative is a long war in- 
volving not only risks, but certain death, wounds, misery and ruin on an increasing 
scale", they said. 


Those making the trip were Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer, director of the NCC's inter- 
national affairs programme; Episcopal Bishop George W. Barrett of Rochester, 
New York; Dr. Tracey K. Jones Jr., associate general secretary of the Methodist 
Board of Missions; and William P. Thompson, stated clerk of the United Presbyt— 
erian Church. 


While in South Vietnam they interviewed Prime Minister Nguyen Cao Ky; General 
William C. Westmoreland, commander of U.S. military forces in Vietnam; and the 
U.S. Ambassador, Mr. Ellsworth Bunker; as well as Vietnam's Chief of State, 
General Nguyen Van Thieu. In addition they talked with hamlet chiefs, refugees 
and prisoners of war from North Vietnam. 


The group's purpose was two-fold: to express a Christian concers: for people caugut 
in the suffering of war, and to study U.S. objectives in Southeast Asia. 


The delegation was encouraged by the assurance given by Prime Minister Ky that his 
government would take all steps necessary to assure free and fair elections, and 
by his announced intention to invite observers from friendly nations and the 
United Nations. In this connection the churchmen felt that the presence of 
observers on behalf of the Christian churches might also be heipful. 


While applauding the "ability and dedication" of many U.S. advisory personnel 
engaged in the hamlet development programme, the churchmen questioned the short 
terms served by advisers (usually 18 months) and their general lack of knowledge 
of the Vietnamese language. 

"Is not the U.S. capable of a more sophisticated effort of technical assistance’" 


they asked in a statement distributed on their return to the U.S. 
EPS, Geneva 
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SOLUTION OF EAST-WEST TENSIONS NOT ENOUGH, 
THIRD WORLD CHURCHMEN STRESS AT BOSSEY 


(Geneva) - While it is encouraging to see the churches taking an interest in 
international economic justice and relations between rich and poor nations, this 
whole problem must be seen within the framework of peace and disarmament. 


All three are part of the same complex, said 73 churchmen from 22 countries who 
attended a consultation on Reconciliation and International Justice sponsored by 
the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey near Geneva, June 26-30. 


"Previous Bossey consultations on reconciliation have stressed East-West 
tensions", explained,Prof. Samuel Parmar of the Institute staff. "This time we 
enlarged the frame of reference to include North-South tensions as seen in the 
strained relations between the developed and the developing nations." 


Participants from the Third World (Asia, Africa and Latin America) feared that 
any understanding reached between the big powers might only increase their domi- 
nation over the rest of the world. Therefore they were insistent that efforts 
to lessen East-West tensions be accompanied by a strengthening of international 
structures so that all nations will have a voice. 


It was also agreed that economic and political self-interest - no matter how 
enlightened - does not provide a stable basis for international understanding. 


A moral basis is needed, 


The creation of a new world conscience is essential, participants said, a 
"global vision that the world is one". Churches and Christians have an 
important contribution to make in this area, it was held. 


Among the 73 participants were 29 from West Europe, 16 from Eastern Europe, 15 


from the U.S. and Canada, and 13 from Africa, Asia and Latin America. 
EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH RADIO REPORTS SPAIN 
IMPRISONS JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES 


(Paris) - At least 67 Spanish Jehovah's Witnesses have been prosecuted for 
refusing to accept military service and are now serving prison terms ranging 
from six months to 14 years, the French Radio said in a broadcast beamed overseas. 


Four of the men now in prison, the broadcast added, are serving their third con- 
secutive terms and have already been imprisoned for periods ranging from & to 14 
years. Iwenty others have been sentenced for the first time during the past 


year. 


Spain's 2,000 Jehovah's Witnesses come chiefly from the poorest people and appear 
to be alone in their refusal to perform military service. 


Their trials, by military tribunals, receive little public attention, though the 


number tried and sentenced grows larger each year, the broadcast said. 
EPS, Geneva 
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ENCYCLICAL ON CELIBACY 
DRAWS CRITICAL RESPONSE 


(The Hague/Tiibingen/Washington) - Pope Paul's encyclical on celibacy has brought 
strongly worded responses from several quarters. 


The 16,000-member Union of Catholic Students in the Netherlands issued a statement 
which said, "We cannot find the message of Christ in the papal encyclical even 
though it contains quotations from the Gospel," 

Celibacy, said the student group, is no longer a point in question for youth, "and 
the Pope cannot change this...certainly not when his contribution is built on pre- 
supposition". 


Prof. Hans Kung, Swiss theologian who lectures at the Catholic Theological 

Faculty of Tiibingen University, stated: "There will be no peace on this point in 
the Catholic Church until celibacy is left to the voluntary decision of the indivi- 
dual, as it originally was. This means rescinding certain church legislation 
which was introduced under very problematic circumstances." 


Originally, he said, celibacy applied only to monastic orders. And the view is 
growing within the church that insistence on celibacy is "a radical interference 
with the rights of personality". He advocated turning the question over to the 
new Synod of Bishops. 


in the U.S.A. the National Association for Pastoral Renewal has indicated that it 
will continue to work for a change in the church's law. A statement issued by 
the group's 10-man advisory board said the association fully accepts the dis-— 
cipline as it now stands, but’ "we wish to continue to work for a reconsideration 
of the law...because we feel the new situation of modern man demands it". 


The association will proceed with plans to hold a symposium at the University of 
Notre Dame September 6-8. EPS, Geneva: 


BAPTIST UNION OF SWEDEN TO SEND 
OFFICIAL OBSERVER TO WCC ASSEMBLY 


(Vasteraas, Sweden) - The Baptist Union of Sweden has approved the appointment 
of an official observer to the World Council of Churches’ Fourth Assembly next 
year but not membership in the WCC. 


Membership in the WCC's Faith and Order Commission was also voted. This recom- 
mendation, which had generated widespread discussion pro and con before the 
annual meeting, was adopted unanimously after full floor debate. 


At a meeting of the executive board following the annual meeting held here, the 
general secretary of the union, Erik Ruden of Stockholm, was named observer to 
the Assembly. : . 


The board also voted to publish a pamphlet designed to improve individual under- 
standing of the relationship. between the Swedish Union and the WCC. 
EPS, Geneva 
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CANON RODGER APPOINTED 
CATHEDRAL PROVOST IN EDINBURGH 


(Edinburgh) - Canon Patrick Campbell Rodger, formerly executive secretary of ‘the 
WCC's Faith and Order Department, is to be the new provost of the Scottish 
Episcopal Cathedral of St. Mary's here. He has been vice-provost of St. 
Mary's since 1966. 


In his new post he will succeed the Very Rev. Reginald Foskett who has been 
designated Anglican Bishop of Penrith in northwest England. EPS, Geneva 


NEW FOCUS FOR YOUTH EXCHANGES 
DEBATED AT PARIS CONSULTATION 


(Paris) - Some 25 youth leaders from 15 countries in Europe, North and South 
America, Asia and Africa attending a consultation on Ecumenical Youth Exchange 
last week sought to learn what new insights such exchanges can provide for the 
ecumenical movement. 


The consultation was co-sponsored by the WCC's Youth Department and the Inter- 
national Christian Youth Exchange. 


Pierre Frangois of UNESCO told the meeting that the conflict between the 
generations is in reality a crisis of civilisation. Only by working on society 
itself can the conflict be resolved, he said. 


The most stimulating debate arose over the impact of international economic 
development on exchange programmes. Such exchanges between developing nations 
should involve a new generation of leaders that accepts the need for a change in 


national, regional and international structures, some participants held. While 
exchange programmes have always engendered change in people, it is now time to 


accept commitment to structural change, they said. EPS, Geneva 


YUGOSLAV BAPTISTS DEDICATE 
THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL FACILITIES 


(Novi Sad, Yugoslavia) - More than 800 persons were present for the dedication of 
the new Baptist Theological School and church here on July 2. Visitors came 
from Czechoslovakia, Germany, Great Britain, Monaco, Switzerland and the United 
States. 


The school was opened in 1954 in Zagreb as the resumption of an earlier effort 
in Belgrade, which was closed during the Second World War. 


An institution of the Yugoslavian Baptist Union, the school has trained Methodists 
and other evangelicals. Its director is the Rev. A. Lekotsky. 


The dedicatory address was given by Dr. C. Ronald Goulding, secretary of the 
European Baptist Federation. Other talks were made by Dr. John Allen Moore of the 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Riischlikon, Switzerland; Dr. Rudolf Thaut of the 
seminary in Hamburg; and Dr. Gordon R. Lahrson, European representative of the 
American Baptist Foreign Mission Society. EPS, Geneva 
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ADDITIONAL DONATIONS PLEDGED 
FOR MIDDLE EAST REFUGEES 


(Geneva) - Gifts and pledges amounting to $216,037 had been received as of July 11 
towards the World Council of Churches' $2,000,000 appeal for funds to meet 

refugee needs in the Middle East. These came from churches, church agencies and 

individuals in Denmark, Germany, Canada, the U.S.A., United Kingdom, New Zealand, 

Australia, France, Finland, Switzerland and the Cameroun. 


The Inter-Church Aid Division of the Australian Council of Churches announced a 
donation of A$10,000 ($11,200) and launched an emergency appeal among Australian 
churches and the general public. Funds received in this campaign are being sent 
direct to the WCC to purchase tents and blankets for refugees on both sides. 


The Church of Scotland's Christian Aid Committee allocated £1,000 ($2,800) and 
launched a similar appeal among church members. 


Money is also being sought to restore St. Andrew's Church in Jerusalem. During 
the recent fighting the south wall received a direct hit by two shells while a 
third landed in the courtyard. 


St. Andrew's was built as a memorial to the Scots who fell in the Palestine cam- 
paign of World War I. 


"Hilfswerk", the relief organisation of Swiss Protestant churches, gave Sw.Fr. 
108,000 ($27,000) to help victims of the conflict, irrespective of their political, 
confessional or racial affiliation. . 


Protestant churches in Germany have sent a total of five charter planes to the 
Near East carrying supplies valued at about DM 500,000 (EPS No. 23). The planes 
flew direct to Amman, Jordan with large tents for families, blankets, beds, 
petroleum stoves and:cooking pots. With these a refugee camp is being set up 
near the Protestant Theodor Schneller School under the direction of its headmaster, 
Ernst Schneller. In addition, German churches forwarded DM 100,000. A similar 
sum went to the ad hoc ecumenical committee in Israel, seeking to relieve distress 
among those in the area under Israeli rule. 


The Primate's World Relief Fund of the Anglican Church of Canada is contributing 
$25,000 for Middle East war victims. An initial grant of $5,000 was augmented 
by an additional $20,000. EPS, Geneva 


U.S. PRELATE STRESSED 
MARONITE NEUTRALITY 


(Detroit) - The neutrality of the Lebanese-centred Maronite Eastern Rite church in 
regard to the Israeli-Arab dispute was emphasised here by the head of the Maronites 
in the U.S. 


Bishop Francis M. Zayek, leader of 150,000 Maronites in America, designated July 9 
as a day of prayer for ail'victims of the war without preference to one side or 
the other". Other Roman Catholic Eastern Rite churches as well as Eastern 
Orthodox groups, were invited to join the observance. 


Bishop Zayek said a programme of assistance to both Arab and Israeli civilian 
war victims is planned. EPS, Geneva 
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U.S. PLANES EVACUATING 
MISSIONARIES IN CONGO 


(Washington, D.C.) - The U.S. government has nearly completed an airlift of 
American personnel, mostly missionaries, from Bukavu, a centre of civil war in 
the. Congo, and has advised other Americans farther north that evacuation is 


advisable. 


A State Department spokesman said the airlift began early July 6 amid conflicting 
reports that mercenary-led troops loyal to exiled Premier Moise Tshombe had 
occupied strategic points around Bukavu, a city of 80,000, and Kisangani 
(Stanleyville) to the northwest, a city of 120,000. 


The U.S. is taking the precautionary action to avert the possibility of atrocities 
and harassment similar to that inflicted on Americans in the "leftist" rebellion 
of 1964-65. EPS, Geneva 


GAP BETWEEN AFFLUENCE, POVERTY 
HELD A "DEFIANCE" OF GOD 


(West Lafayette, Ind.) - The gap between the wealthy and poor nations is a 
"defiance flung in the face of God", according to British economist Barbara 
Ward. 


She was one of several speakers at the Triennial National Meeting of United 
Presbyterian Women. 


"If you look at the globe on the basis of wealth", Miss Ward said, "you'll find it 
has an enormous bottom and a tiny little top. And if you look at it on the 
basis of population you'll find it's just as unbalanced the other way round. 


"Our world is so lopsided that it is a wonder it is not thrown out of orbit. 
Unless we act now, we are headed for even more trouble." 


can pump 27 billion 
for underdeveloped 
"purely commerciai 


Suggesting there is "something wrong with wealthy nations that 
dollars into Vietnam in one year and cut one billion from help 
nations", Miss Ward branded Western "assistance" programmes as 
ventures designed to help us. 


"They may wind up helping others, but that's not what they were designed for. 
Let's be honest about it. Let's not call this assistance", she said. 


Calling for greatly increased aid to developing countries, she cited particularly 


the need to modernise agriculture and cut down the disproportion of wealth. 
EPS, Geneva 


BROADCASTS TO CHINA HELD NECESSARY 
BY EAST ASIA RADIO/TV ASSOCIATION 


(Cotabato City, Philippines) - During its fitst East Asia Conference the Inter- . 
national Catholic Association for Radio and Television (UNDA) established a Working 
dtholic Association for Radio and Television (UNDA) est 

the people in Asia". 


The conference took place June 26-30 and was attended by 103 delegates plus 
(more) 
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visitors from Asia, Europe and America. Six observers from Protestant organi- 
sations were Mathew Ogawa (Tokyo), representing the World Association for 
Christian Broadcasting; the Rev. Otto de Camp, director of Station HLKT, Seoul, 
Korea; Hann Brown, Far East Broadcasting Company; and three representatives 
from the National Council of Churches in Philippines - the Rev. J. William 
Matthews, Benjamin Magdamo and Rev. Juan Pia Jr. 


A survey was authorised to assess sources, programme and exchange conditions of 
internationally available tapes, records, films, TV-filmprints and recording 
facilities that may be useful to Catholic broadcasters in East Asia. 


Broadcasting to China was considered as a necessary action to be taken by Catholic 
broadcasters. They 'suggested a six-hour daily broadcast in Mandarin, Cantonese, 
Fukienese through transmitters which could be located in the Philippines. The 
content of the programmes should be primarily Chinese classical opera and drama, 
literature and music, radio-drama and story telling directed to underline the 
common links of humanity between China and the world outside. Religious pro~. 
grammes should be introduced carefully and "fitted to the taste and understanding 
of the mainland Chinese". 


Chairman of the new Working Committee will be Bishop Gerard Mongeau, OMI, chairman 
of the Commission of the Philippines for Social Communications, and a member of 
the Pontifical Commission for Social Communications. ,; EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANT HOSPITALS IN INDIA 
SUPPORT FAMILY PLANNING 


(New Delhi) - More than half of all the Protestant hospitals in India are working 
on family planning with the help of the Christian Medical Association's Family 
Planning Project. , 


This information was disclosed at a recent meeting of the Advisory Committee of 
the Project by its executive secretary, Mr. J. M. Russell. In reporting on the 
first year's progress, Mr. Russell said that 160 hospitals have joined the scheme 
and applications continue to come in. {There are 246 hospitals in the Christian 
Medical Association's register, as well as the Tuberculosis Sanatoria and Leprosy 
Hospitals. This makes 425 institutions that might ultimately be involved. 


The meeting of the Advisory Committee was attended by government officials and 
representatives of Ford and Rockefeller Foundations, voluntary agencies, and 
family planning institutions. They were joined by representatives from church~ 
related funding agencies such as Church World Service and the Methodist Committee 
for Overseas Relief. 


The Rev. Douglas Cook, associate director of the Relief Committee of the National 
Christian Council, suggested that family planning was not so much a medical 
problem as a social one. "It comes down to one of personnel". Mr. Cook 
proposed that personnel should go into villages and operate mobile clinics. Thus 
the project must find ways to subsidise the hospitals to provide additional 
personnel and training programmes. EPS, Geneva 
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NEW SOCIETY TO BROADEN 
UNDERSTANDING OF LITURGICAL TRADITIONS 


(Driebergen, Holland) - Some 50 of the leading liturgists from all six continents 
and the major communions have founded the International Liturgical Society at a 
meeting here the end of June. 


interconfessional in nature, the society will seek to deepen the mutual under- 
standing of various liturgical traditions and to find ways of making the relevance 
of the liturgy clear to the contemporary world. 


The group is not primarily interested in comparing ancient manuscripts. Instead 
it hopes to put the hiturgical texts at the service of men, showing how they can 
enrich the daily life of Christians. 


It will hold general meetings, call smaller consultations and promote publications. 
Membership is open to those teaching or doing research in liturgical studies and 
to those in the church responsible for promotion of liturgy. 


A council for the new society will include: Rev. P. Murray, OSB, famous Irish 
Roman Catholic liturgist; the Very Rev. Dean of Lismore G. Mayes (observer with 
Church of England Liturgical Commission); Rev. H. G. Hageman (Liturgical 
Commission, Reformed Church in America); Met. Emilianos of Calabria (Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople); Rev. Prof. V. Vatja (Institute of Ecumenical 
Research, Strasbourg, Lutheran); Rev. Dr. H. C. Schmidt -Lauber (Evangelical 
Michaels Brotherhood); Rev. Prof. H. Schmidt (Pontificia Universita Gregoriana 
and Institutum Liturgicum S. Anselmi); Rev. Dr. J. C. Skoglund (Protestant), 
and Pastor Wiebe Vos (Dutch Reformed Church). Ady: EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN PUBLISHERS IN JAPAN 
GAIN ENTRY TO SECULAR MARKETS 


(Tokyo) - Eight publishers here have established a cooperative Christian Book 
Distribution Center which will act as wholesaler to secular book stores. 


The Center will give Christian publishers their first entry into commercial 
book stores and make possible a streamlined programme of research, promotion 
and distribution geared to Japan's highly developed book business. 


Contributions for research and for building the Center have been made by the 
Christian Literature Fund, an independent fund within the WCC Division of World 
Mission and Evangelism; the World Literacy and Christian Literature Division of 
the National Council of Churches (USA); and the German Missions Council in 


Hamburg. 


Registered with the government as a non-profit foundation, the Center will re- 
present the Japan Bible Society, United Church of Christ in Japan, Protestant 
Publishing Co., Lutheran Publishing House, Jordan Press, the YMCA, Kyobunkwan 


and Christ Weekly. EPS, Geneva 
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SPAIN REPORTED TIGTHENING 
THE REINS IN SEVERAL AREAS 


(Kansas City) - While the year 1966 was one of unprecedented liberalisation for 
Spain, the year 1967 may turn out to be one in which she retraces her steps. 


The July 12 issue of National Catholic Reporter published here contains a signed 
report from Madrid which points out that a new period of apparent retrenchment - 
in religion, politics, labour and the press - raises the question whether the 
emerging hardline pattern will last through to post-Franco times. 


"Last year there were a number of things one could point to to show that 
Spain's tight monarchy was finally beginning to loosen up", writes James 
Newburg in the NCR. One was the long-pending religious liberty statute. 
Another was that the student unions run by the Falange disappeared. And the 
workers got the legal right to strike for "economic" reasons. 


Mr. Newburg also cites the press law which abolished prior censorship of publi- 
cations. 


"The result was a climate of optimism", he reports. However, passage of the 
constitution in December may have signalled the beginning of the retrenchment. 


A major example of the retrenchment was the religious liberty statute just 
passed by the Cortes (Parliament). "In its final form it is a source of deep 
discouragement for the nation's 30,000 Protestants", Mr. Newburg writes. "It 
does not resemble either the spirit or the letter of Vatican II. In exchange 
for irritating legal controls, it offers little more than the non-Catholic 
churches already enjoyed in a system of tacit tolerance", the article says. 


The law as finally passed: 


- grants Protestant pastors no military exemptions or chance to be military 
chaplains; 


- may well continue to force Protestant soldiers to attend Catholic services; 


- forces the denominations to become legal "confessional associations" with 
their membership roles and financial accounts always open to government 
inspection; 


- restricts proselytism severely, while conversions may lead to charges of 
"trickery". 


In an effort to find an explanation for the final form of the bill Mr. Newburg 
quotes Torcuato Luca de Tena, formerly editor of ABC, the most important Madrid 
daily. He has said the parliament is not representative of the people. Its 
members are appointed by various régime organizations, not elected, and as such 
they represent the right wing. They are from only one generation, that stricken 
by the Civil War. Their attitudes and slogans baffle succeeding ones, which 

are the majority in Spain today, according to Torcuato Luca. 


Mr. Newburg says various theories have been advanced to explain the apparent re- 
versals in all areas of Spanish life. One is that student and worker demonstra- 
tions in January and February alarmed the régime and it decided that the libera- 
lisation had gone far enough. 
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A glimmer of hope stems from the fact that cabinet changes and the streamlining 
of ministries are expected soon. Another factor is the Spanish press. With 
the exception of Falangist organs, it has kept up a steady barrage against recent 
legislation. However, a revision of the penal code stiffening sentences for 
writers convicted of violating the press law and an official secrets act may 

be used to silence their criticism. EPS, Geneva 


U.S. MAJORITY BELIEVE 
RELIGION LOSING INFLUENCE 


(New York) - In a span of just ten years the proportion of American adults who 
believe that religion is "losing its influence on American life" has jumped from 
14 per cent to 57 per cent. This, according to George Gallup, whose periodic 
polls yielded this finding, "represents one of the most dramatic shifts in surveys 
of American life". 


Four sample surveys in a ten-year period, 1957, 1962, 1965, and 1967, asked the 
same question, "at the present time, do you think religion as a whole is increasing 
its influence on American life, or losing its influence?". The trend has been 
consistently - and sharply - towards greater pessimism about religious influence, 
moving from less than one-sixth to a clear majority. 


The results of the poll can be used to support three quite different conclusions: 
(1) that religion (the churches and their members) is increasingly irrelevant 

to the real and increasingly complex world and its multiplying problems, (2) that 
religion is too involved in the secular world and is so "far out" it is losing its 
following, (3) that religion has become so much a "mirror image" of its community 
and national setting that its influence is imperceptible and, perhaps, non-existent. 


The Gallup poll itself recently supplied substantial evidence for the third option. 
George Gallup reported to the Religion in American Life consultation in January 
1967 that "there are no significant differences in opinion between church-attending 
and non-church~attending adults on major issues involving moral questions such as 
capital punishment, American military involvement in Vietnam, open housing, and 
school integration". 


Mr. Gallup also reported attendance figures at public worship for major age groups. 
The over-all percentage of adults attending worship in an average week has de- 
clined five per cent since 1958 when it had reached a high of 49 per cent, but the 
number of adults in their twenties who regularly attend has declined 11 per cent, 


for a total of 37 per cent attending in this 21-29 year age group. 
| EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND FINDS "TIME NOT RIGHT" 
FOR DECISION ON WOMEN PRIESTS 


(London) - The Bishop of Chester, Dr. G. A. Ellison, who was chairman of a Church 
of England committee which examined the question of women priests, said here: "I 
believe that there are no conclusive theological reasons why women should not be 
ordained to the priesthood, and I am pretty confident that sooner or later we shall 
come to that conclusion." 


He was speaking in a resumed debate in the Church Assembly on the report "Women 
and Holy Orders", published by his committee last December. 


(more) 
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Dr. Ellison went on to say, however, that he did not think it was the right time 
yet for the church to make a decision in principle. Later the assembly voted 
decisively against a motion sgying in effect that women should be considered for 
ordination now. EPS, Geneva 


BRITISH METHODISTS REPORT 
LARGE MEMBERSHIP DECLINE 


(Middlesborough, England) - The British Methodist Church's largest membership 
decline in recent years - a loss of 11,581 - was reported to the Conference, 
denominational governing body at its 1967 session. 


Statistics released showed that total membership as of December 31, 1966 was 
678,766. During the year the church, in fact, gained 17,390 new members, but 
these did not make up for the 13,737 who died and 12,740 who ceased to be members. 
Transfer to other denominations, other circuits and other countries also added to 
the over-all loss. In 1965 the decline in membership was 10,959. 


RUSSIAN METHODISTS GAIN 


(New York) - The Methodist Church in Estonia, Soviet Union, which had 4,000 members 
in 1965, gained 135 members last year, according to, reports reaching the Methodist 
Board of Missions here. ot 


Estonian Methodists are the only members of the denomination in all of the Soviet 
Union. ; 


In the 25 years since 1940, Estonian Methodists have doubled in number . Of new 
members in 1966, almost half - 66 - joined the rapidly growing Methodist con- 
gregation in Tallin, the capital. Since 1940 the Tallin congregation has grown 
from 200 to about 1,000. EPS, Geneva 


PATRIARCH ATHENAGORAS LOOKS TOWARDS 
A PAN-ORTHODOX COUNCIL 


(Rome/Istanbul) - In an interview with the Vatican's correspondent for German 
television, Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras announced his intention of con- 
vening a Pan-Orthodox Council. He said that two special Commissions of the 
Patriarchate of Constantinople would prepare the Council, which will be the first 
gathering of all Orthodox churches in 1,200 years. ; 


Its purpose would be first the renewal of the Orthodox churches, and second to 
enable Orthodoxy to make its contribution to peace and unity among Christians. 


Questioned about the possibility of an official dialogue between the Roman 
Catholic Church and the Orthodox churches, Patriarch Athenagoras admitted he would 
be glad if he could arrange this programme himself. Orthodoxy does not want to 
lag behind in the present movement towards Christian unity, he said. 


In preparing for theological conversations with Rome, said the Patriarch, 
Orthodox Christians attach as much importance to attempts being made to create 
a favourable atmosphere as to the preparing of theologians for the dialogue. 


The Patriarch believes a measure of practical unity already exists, but it is 


essential to prove this by making joint statements and undertaking joint action. 
cpa Tawnarwre 
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SUPREME CATHOLICOS OF ALL /ARMENIANS 
STRESSES CHURCHES’ UNITY AND COMMITMENT 


(Geneva) - His Holiness Vazken I, Supreme Catholicos of all the Armenians who 
resides in the Holy City of Etchmiadzin in Soviet Armenia, arrived here July 10 
for a ten-day visit. He was welcomed at the airport by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
WCC general secretary, by members of the Armenian community, and by civic and 
religious leaders. | 


In a conversation with Dr. Blake at the Ecumenical Centre His Holiness stressed 
the unity of the Armenian Apostolic Church. 


Then he said: "When thinking of church unity today we cannot simply expect to 
return to the situation that existed during the first centuries of the Church. 
But we must work to promote universal Christian brotherhood so that we can re- 
discover each other in the love of Christ and in His mysterious Body." 


Recalling that the churches and the world are "passing through a period of crisis", 
His Holiness added: "Exceptional situations demand exceptional measures, bold 
steps. The old forms of understanding and religious life must be revised and 
adapted to the realities of our time, to its psychology and to its needs. We 
must learn to preach the Holy Gospel of Christ as if it were written afresh, in 
order to announce it to the people of our day. That is perhaps the biggest 
challenge facing our churches and especially the ecumenical movement ."' 


His Holiness discussed with Dr. Blake the subject of collaboration between the 
Armenian Church and the WCC, in view of the Fourth Assembly in 1968. 


On July 13 His Holiness celebrated the Sacred Liturgy according to the rite of 
the Armenian Apostolic Church in the chapel at the Ecumenical Centre. The 
latter part of his Geneva stay was organized by the Armenian community in 
Switzerland. EPS, Geneva 


MISSIONARIES BARRED FROM INDIA 


(London) - Three British Methodist missionaries have been barred from entering 
India, according to Methodist sources here. This brings to 14 the number 
refused entry since March 1. ; 


Methodist Missionary Society spokesmen pointed out that in no case had the govern- 
ment of India yet given a reason for refusing entry. 


At the same time, Baptist and other religious sources have confessed bafflement 
at a reported warning: by the Indian Minister for Home Affairs that his government 
would take a strong action against the Christian missionaries taking advantage of 
the famine conditions in India to gain converts. 


Brian Dudbridge, associate secretary of Christian Aid, said: "I am staggered to 
learn that anyone these days even considers that aid might be offered to needy f 
people with strings attached. That kind of thinking went out in Victorian times. 


The latest Indian ban involves the Rev. and Mrs. Wilfred G. Cartlidge, who served 
from 1934 to 1960 in South India before coming home for six years' circuit work; 
Sister Eileen Mason, who was barred entry into Burma in 1962 and then served in 
Madras, India until 1966, when she came home on furlough; and the Rev. and Mrs. 


Norman W. Taggart, who also served in South India from 1962 until 1966 and then 
(more) 
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returned for other work. All had planned to return to India this spring or 
summer. . 


Methodist sources here, shaken by the ban, recalled that the Indian government 
issued new entry regulations last November requiring a minimum of five years' 
residence. in India and return within three months. Also it is advisable for all 
missionaries leaving the country to obtain a "no objection to return" certificate. 
EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


At the June meeting of the two panels exploring a way to unity for the Church of 
Scotland and the Scottish Episcopal Church, the latter group reported it was 
considering asking church authorities to change the practice in relation to 
inter-communion. 


* * * 


Miss Rosemary Roberts, associate secretary for scholarships in the WCC's 

Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service, has been appointed 
associate executive secretary of women's work in the Christian Churches (Disciples) 
of Christ). She will take up her duties on October 1 in the Christian Women's 
Fellowship Department with offices in Indianapolis, Indiana. She has been with 
the WCC since 1961. 


* * & 


The first official conversation between the Pentecostal movement and the Working 
Group ("Arbeitsgemeinschaft") of Christian Churches in Germany was held at 
Frankfurt June 29. The meeting was chaired by Dr. Erich Eichele of Stuttgart, 
Bishop of Wiirttemberg. The delegation of ten Pentecostals was led by Prediger 
Christian Krust of Darmstadt. The Working Group is an ecumenical association. of 
non-Roman religious communities in Germany. 


* * * 


The Cumberland Presbyterian Church voted unanimously at its General Assembly in 
Paducah, Kentucky to send official observers to meetings of the Consultation on 
Church Union. 

k * & 


Some 85 Bible-translators representing about 40 different West African languages 
are attending a course on Bible translation at the University of Ghana, Accra. 
The course is under the auspices of the American Bible Society and the Bible 
Societies of Ghana. The countries represented at this course are Ghana, Nigeria, 
Liberia and Sierra Leone. Delegates from Uganda and the Sudan are also expected. 


ae ae * 


Having declined active participation in the World Council of Churches, the annual 
Synod of the Christian Reformed Church (USA) voted to send two observers to the. 
Fourth Assembly of the WCC next year. They will be the Rev. William Haverkamp, 
chairman, and the Rev. John Vriend, clerk of the Synod. 


ppt iy x EPS, Geneva 
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NCC (USA) SPEAKS OUT 
ON MIDDLE EAST 


(New York) - The National Council of Churches in the USA has declared it cannot 
"condone by silence" Israel's "territorial expansion by armed force" or approve 
its annexation of the Jordanian portions of Jerusalem. "Israel's unilateral 
retention of the lands she has occupied since June 5 will only deepen the 
divisions and antagonisms which separate her from her neighbours." 


In a lengthy resolution adopted by the Executive Committee of the General Board, 
the Council also called for the territorial frontiers of the Middle East states 

to be established by peace treaties, and said the integrity of boundaries should 
be assured "by international protection". 


At the same time it urged an "international presence" in Jerusalem to "preserve 
the peace and integrity of the city, foster the welfare of its inhabitants, and 
protect its holy shrines with full rights of access to all". 


Recognition of the State of Israel "by the entire international community was 
called a move "indispensable to peace in the Middle East". At the same time 
the Council's statement asked for an effective arms control policy, pointing out 
that "as long as other countries of the world ship arms to the antagonists ... 
the danger of new bloodshed and escalation will remain". 


Blame for the Middle East crisis was laid upon the entire world, "for its 
willingness to ignore explosive situations of human need and national hatred 
as though time alone would remove them. The NCC confesses its participation 
in this sin of neglect." 


Pointing to the "misery and despair" of "hundreds of thousands of Palestinian 
Arabs" made refugees by the establishment of the State of Israel in. 1948, 

the National Council charged Christian contributions to the relief work and 
pursuit of justice have been "inadequate, when compared to our resources. 


"Possible alternatives" for solving the refugee problem are "repatriation of 
those who became refugees prior to the 1967 hostilities, to their former homes 
or nearby, or emigration to other lands of their choice. In either case, the 
refugees should have the status of full citizenship and their full human rights 
should be protected." 


Today, Israel "must accept significant responsibility for solving the refugee 
problem", the Council declared, while the Arab states "and other members of the 
international community" share the responsibility. 


In an appeal for economic development of the’Middle East, the National Council 
said the "cruel inequities of wealth, exploitation, poverty and illiteracy 
(there) should be corrected, and social changes should be encouraged and 
supported. 


"We advocate a full-scale development programme for the entire area, underwritten 
by a Development Bank for the Middle East or by commitments from private or 
public sources with sufficient capital."" All issues should be resolved "in 
accordance with the principles of the Charter of the United Nations." 


q ° . e ° ° . 
The NCC's Executive Committee is empowered, !"in extraordinary circumstances", to 


take actions consistent with NCC policy, said Dr. R. H. Edwin Espy, general 
secretary. The resolution "has the status of an official action", he said. 


EPS, Geneva 
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WCC NAMES OBSERVERS 
FOR LAY APOSTOLATE CONGRESS 


(Geneva) - The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches has named 
five persons to participate as observer-consultants in the Roman Catholic Third 
World Congress for the Lay Apostolate to be held in Rome, October 11-18. 


They are Dr. Klaus von Bismarck, director of West German Radio and chairman of 
the WCC Committee of the Department on the Laity; Judge Annie Jiagge of Ghana; 
Dr. Hans-Ruedi Weber, associate director of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, 
Switzerland; Ralph C. Young and C. I. Itty, executive secretary and associate 
secretary respectively of the WCC's Department on the Laity. 


Other WCC personnel invited by the organising committee in Rome to participate 

as experts are Dr. Madeleine Barot, secretary for development education; and Rev. 
Matti Joensuu, executive secretary of the Department on Cooperation of Men and 
Women. 


Observer-consultants have been named by other organizations as follows: World 
Council of Christian Education - Rev. Katharina van Drimmelen; World Student 
Christian Federation ~ Valdo Galland and Fares Bitar of Lebanon; World YWCA - 
Elizabeth Palmer, Inga~-Brita Castrén, and Mary Rossi of Italy; World Alliance 
of YMCAs - Fredrik Franklin, Werner Jentsch of Germany, and Fernandez Carrera 
of Chile. 


The World Congress will bring together 2,500 delegates from all parts of the 
world to discuss the theme, "God's People on Man's Journey", according to the 
secretary of the organizing committee, Miss Rosemary Goldie. 


Within the over-all theme, there will be speeches and workshop or discussion 
sessions in two major fields of emphasis: "Man Today" and "The Laity and the 
Renewal of the Church". These portions of the congress will be linked by an 
address by the well-known Dominican theologian Father Yves Congar on "God's 
Cari”. EPS, Geneva 


VELKD CHURCHES ASKED TO STATE 
ATTITUDE ON INTERCOMMUNION 


(Hannover) - All member churches of the United Evangelical-Lutheran Church of 
Germany (VELKD) have been requested to determine whether they can admit members 
of Reformed and United churches to communion. 


A few days ago the Lutheran headquarters (Kirchenamt) in Hannover published this 
decision taken by the General Synod of the VELKD. The VELKD's Commission on 
Inter-communion will shortly send a proposal for a joint statement to the eight 
member churches in Western Germany and the three in Eastern Germany. 


Although the decision was taken by the General Synod's Western section at Goslar 
in May, it was not published immediately in order to see whether the resolution 
would be accepted by the Eastern section of the Synod which met in East Berlin 
from June 5-8. According to the Lutheran Kirchenamt, the East German members 
took the same view. EPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH METHODISTS REJECT PLEAS 
TO DELAY ANGLICAN UNION TALKS 


(Middlesbrough, England) - British Methodists overwhelmingly defeated attempts 
to delay negotiations on unity with the Church of England. They thus cleared 
the way for a definitive vote on union proposals at next year's conference in 
London. : 

Main attack on unity proposals came in a resolution presented to the Methodist 
Conference meeting here, which stated that the church membership should be asked 
once again whether it was in favour of union with Anglicans. 


In submitting the resolution the Rev. Thomas Bevan of Southampton said, "I would 
not mind Methodism dying if it was for the wellbeing of the church, but I object 
to Methodism being murdered, and that's what's going to happen." 


But 700 representatives at the annual conference overwhelmingly rejected this 
resolution after hearing two former presidents of the conference. Dr. Harold 
Roberts, who heads the Methodist negotiating team, assured them "everything we 
hold dear in Methodism will be preserved". 


Lord Soper said, "I know I am a ‘square’, but I am sufficiently in contact with 
a lot of young people to know they would never forgive us if unity does not 
come their way - and we must not put artificial barriers in their way." 


Conference representatives also rejected, one by one, a number of other resolutions 
and suggestions reflecting disapproval of Methodist-Anglican union proposals. 


Talks with Catholics 


An invitation from the Archbishop of Westminster, Cardinal Heenan, to take part 
in informal talks with Roman Catholics in London on December 2, 1967, was 
accepted by the Methodist Conference. | 


Cardinal Heened had invited "a company of Methodists to meet a similar company of 
Roman Catholics to share in informal talks on subjects of mutual concern". 


It was proposed that the meeting be held in the hall of the Roman Catholic 
Westminster Cathedral, and that each church be represented by about 150 members, 
who would also be luncheon guests of the Roman Catholic primate. 


The Methodist Committee on General Purpose and Policy had recommended that 
Cardinal Heenan's invitation should be accepted and that nominations of Methodist 
representatives be made at the September Synods. EPS, Geneva 


ARMENIAN CATHEDRAL IN U.S. 
SETS DEDICATION FOR 1968 


(New York) - The first Armenian Apostolic (Orthodox) Cathedral in the USA is 
expected to be completed in October. The Armenian Church of America has pro- 
claimed 1968 as "Cathedral Year" in honour of the structure's formal consecration 
on April 28 by His Holiness Vazken I, Supreme Catholicos of all the Armenians, 
who is expected to come here from his residence in Etchmiadzin, Soviet Armenia 


Two diocese with 300,000 members make up the Armenian Church of North America. 
The Eastern diocese includes all of the U.S. except California and Arizona and 


also embraces Canada and Mexico; the Western diocese comprises California and 
Arizona. EPS, Geneva 
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LWF STAFF IN AMMAN 
DIRECTS REFUGEE AID 


(Geneva) - A Lutheran World Federation delegation operating from Amman, Jordan, 
is starting programmes to fill emergency needs of refugees, a federation official 
said here on his return from the area. 


Claus Délling, administrative assistant in the LWF Department of World Service, 
and two other members of a special delegation toured the East Bank area of 
Jordan which now holds some 200,000 refugees. They met with ministers of state 
and senior officials and with United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) 
leaders. 


Until now, most LWF relief and rehabilitation programmes have been located on the 
West Bank of the Jordan, which is now controlled by Israel. Those programmes 
also are continuing. 


The Amman staff has been provided with a $50,000 allocation for immediate use 
and goods are being purchased to meet the most essential needs of refugees. 

Also medical clinics have been established in two tent camps and one mobile 
clinic - which was lost in early days of the fighting - has been located, manned 
and put into operation. 


Amman operations are being directed by Harald Haanes, a Norwegian who was head 
of the LWF's Augusta Victoria Hospital in Jerusalem from 1960-65. EPS, Geneva 


ONE-SIXTH OF WCC's $2,000,000 
APPEAL FOR MID-EAST RECEIVED 


(Geneva) - In response to the appeal for an initial $2,000,000 to aid refugees 
and war victims in the Middle East, the World Council of Churches’ Division of 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service has so far received more than 
$316,000. 


Emergency relief programmes are now being operated in Jordan, Syria, Israel, 
Gaza, the United Arab Republic, and Lebanon. 


The WCC's effort for Palestine Arab refugees is being channelled through its 
member churches and through the Near East Council of Churches’ Committee for 
Refugee Work. 


Six airlifts of emergency supplies for refugees have gone from member churches 

and agencies of the World Council and the Lutheran World Federation. These 

went from Germany, Sweden, Denmark, the Netherlands, and the USA. Supplies sent 
to Jordan, Syria, Cairo, and Israel have included food, tents, blankets, medicines, 
cooking equipment and tools. ‘ EPS, Geneva 
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AFPRO COMPLETES 165 WELLS IN BIHAR 


(New Delhi) - The AFPRO well-drilling team has completed 165 bores for drinking 
water wells, fitted with pumps, in the Hazaribagh district, Bihar. Initiated 
in January, the emergency programme was finished ahead of schedule. 


AFPRO (Action for Food Production) is a joint undertaking of Roman Catholic 
bodies, the National Christian Council's Committee on Relief and Gift Supplies, 
and voluntary agencies. 


Two Halco drills did the job. Towards the end of the operation, the Pinar Public 
Health Department put a Halco Minor at the disposal of AFPRO. 


The work was spread over an area of about 2,000 square miles in six blocks of 

the Chatra sub-division. The terrain in this area is indescribably rugged with 
almost impassable roads leading to jungle villages. "How the Halco Tiger rigs 
managed to manoeuvre in some of these remote jungle villages is still a mystery", 
said Father Frank Loesch of the Indo-German Social Service Society, who visited 
the area. It shows the resourcefulness and ingenuity of Cyrus Gaekwad of the 
Church of Scotland Mission, Jalna (Maharashtra) without whose supervision the 
success of the operation would have been impossible. 


Another unit has been deepening existing wells by drilling and blasting in the 
Adhaura block on a plateau of the Bhabua sub-division. The first blast in one 
well brought in three feet of water. This started an around-the-clock procession 
of women, who carried drinking water to their homes up to five miles away. This 
team, headed by Mr. Imli, deepened 160 wells in the area. The Atlas Compressor 
Unit was supplied with funds from the New Zealand Committee on Relief. Services 
Overseas. 


Four more compressor units have now been put into this area. In this way whole- 
sale migration of villagers has been avoided. Fr. J. Knecht has completed 
open wells in the Sasaram and Bhabua sub-divisions for irrigation with food-for- 
work programmes. He has just begun 100 more wells in the same area. 

EPS, Geneva 


MISSOURI SYNOD TO STUDY 
WORLD COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP 


(New York) - A study of possible membership in the World Council of Churches 
was authorised by the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod at its 47th general 
convention here. 


The Synod and the Southern Baptist Convention are the only major U.S. Protestant 
denominations not affiliated with the Wwcc. 


Delegates directed the Synod's Commission on Theology and Church Relations to 

draw up guidelines for study and evaluation of the WCC by circuit pastoral con- 

ferences and congregations. The Commission was also urged to report its own 

conclusions on the question to a convention of the Synod "as soon as possible". 
EPS, Geneva 
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YMCA ASKED TO START COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
IN TEN JORDANIAN REFUGEE CAMPS 


(Geneva) - Emergency programmes have been launched by YMCAs in the Middle East, 
with the assistance of the World Alliance here. 


At the request of the Jordanian Government, the YMCA will assist in organising 
useful community projects in|10 camps which are being set up to.accommodate 
100,000 newly displaced persons in East Jordan. 


The Government has taken responsibility for four of the camps and the United 
Nations Relief and Works Administration (UNRWA) is administering six camps. 
Refugees now sheltered in schools or other public buildings will be moved into 
tents. Each camp is expected to accommodate 10,000 people. 


Since most of the camps are being located in isolated places having no schools 
or profitable occupations for the refugees, the YMCA has been asked to help 
improve conditions and begin activities for children in all 10 camps as soon as 
possible. 


At the request of the Jordanian Ministry of Education and the government's youth 
care organization, the YMCA will also set up a transit hostel for students. 

This will provide short-term accommodations and food for students returning from 
abroad and for boys stranded in Amman. It will have a capacity of 100 beds. 


YMCAs around the world have been asked to send money to repair the impressive new 
building of the YMCA in Jerusalem. According to professional estimates, it will 
take $88,400 to restore the building. In addition to damage inflicted during 
the war, the building has been the scene of looting. 


In Gaza the YMCA building suffered little damage, but equipment valued at $12,000 
has disappeared. Members of the board there are guarding the remaining property 
and supervising whatever programme activities are possible. 


Mr. Joseph Bednarek, secretary for refugee work of the World Alliance of YMCAs, 
visited Beirut, Cairo and Amman immediately after the cease-fire and talked with 
government, church and UNRWA authorities to ascertain how the YMCA might be most 
helpful. EPS, Geneva 


DANISH BAPTISTS STRENGTHEN 
SEMINARY AT TOLLOSE 


(Viborg, Denmark) - Delegates to the 1967 assembly of the Danish Baptist Union 
voted to erect two new buildings for their seminary at Tdélldése, a rural community 
40 miles west of Copenhagen. This in effect put an end to talk of moving the 
seminary to Copenhagen and combining it with a re-established Baptist centre. 


The new buildings, to be erected at a cost of 1.4 million crowns ($200,000), will 
contain rooms for single students, apartments for married students, quarters for 
the principal, library and classroom facilities. 


One factor influencing the assembly's decision was the announcement that the 
University of Copenhagen will open a new campus on the western outskirts of the 
city, making it more accessible from Télldse. Part of the reason for wishing 
to have the seminary in Copenhagen was to be near the university. 

EPS, Geneva 
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POPE PLANS TO VISIT 
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH IN TURKEY 


(Rome) - Pope Paul VI announced that he would fly to Turkey on July 25 for a two- 
day visit designed to strengthen the bonds between the Roman Catholic and Eastern 
Orthodox Churches and to seek ways of assuring the protection of the holy sites 
in Jerusalem. 


The Pope said that he would confer with Patriarch Athenagoras, the Ecumenical 
Patriarch, in Istanbul, and with President Cevdet Sunay of Turkey. He said he 
was anticipating the visit the Patriarch had planned to make him in Rome. 


The pontiff said that he would meet with the 8l-year-old Patriarch "'to discuss 
with him the best manner for promoting the theological and canonic studies for 
the purpose of smoothing the way toward the re-establishment of a perfect 
communion between the Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church, and to examine to- 
gether in what form and through what means it may be possible to protect not only 
the safety but the sacred and special character of the holy places in the land 
that was the motherland of Christ". 


The Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Churches are the principal guardians of 
the holy sites in Jerusalem, all of which have been under Israel's control since 
the Arab-Israeli conflict last month. 


The Pope also plans to go to Ephesus near the Aegean Sea to visit the shrine of 
the Virgin Mary and other Christian sites. 


On learning of the Pope's impending visit, Patriarch Athenagoras said: "In ten 
days His Holiness, -the great Roman pope, will come on a pilgrimage to this 
ancient city. We will seize this opportunity to bring the churches nearer to 
each other. We come steadily nearer to the goal of unity." 


Metropolitan Emilianos of Calabria, representative of the Ecumenical Patriarch 
at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva, stated: "This is a historic event, a gesture 
that will move all Christians and especially the Orthodox very deeply. 


"It shows that in a difficult moment in history brothers put aside differences 
and run to meet each other to express their deep affection and to exchange views 
on current issues. This marks a new page in the relationship between Roman 
Catholics and Orthodox." 


Archbishop Hieronymos, Primate of the Church of Greece, said: "We hope that 
our church will contribute to this extremely important papal initiative, the aim 
of which is to make peace between us..." EPS, Geneva 


FORD FOUNDATION SUPPORTS 
CHURCH-RELATED NEGRO COLLEGES 


(New York) - The National Council of Churches in the USA has received a grant of 
$108,000 from the Ford Foundation for use in assisting predominantly Negro 
church-related colleges to create more efficient educational enterprises through 
cooperative projects. 


The grant was given to the newly created United Board for College Development, 
which will serve as a resource "for implementing projects for church-related 


(more) 
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colleges founded for Negroes so that the opportunities for higher education among 
Negroes may be of the highest quality". 


According to Dr. Hubert C. Noble, executive director of the NCC's Department of 
Higher Education, the new board will also make available staff personnel experi- 
enced in preparing applications for financial assistance to go to government 
agencies and foundations. 


The Ford Foundation announced simultaneously a separate grant of $120,000 to the 
Texas Association of Developing Colleges, recently formed with the help of the 
United Board for College Development. Six privately supported, four-year 
predominantly Negro colleges created the Texas Association as a "cooperative . 
self-help agency to share limited resources and achieve economies through joint 
endeavours". EPS, Geneva 


INDEPENDENT BIBLE SOCIETY 
FOR UGANDA VOTED 


(Kampala) - At its first meeting the Advisory Council of the Bible Society of 
Uganda voted to work towards a national society independent of the societies of 
Kenya and Tanzania. 


The council is composed of 21 members representing various denominations in Uganda. 
Among those attending the meeting were Father Agostoni, general secretary of the 
Catholic Secretariat for Uganda. 


Recommendations will be drawn up and presented to the British and Foreign Bible 
Society regarding the desire for an independent effort. 


Elected chairman of the council was Mr. Serwano Kulubya, former deputy speaker 
in the Uganda Parliament and vice-president of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. Vice-chairman is the Rt. Rev. Dunstan Nsubuga, bishop of the Namirembe 
Diocese. The Rev. Asa Byara is council secretary. EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC CHURCH'S RURAL ESTATES 
WILL BE GIVEN TO PEASANTS 


(Bogota) - Vacant rural estates owned by the Catholic Church in Colombia will be 
handed over to the country's land reform agency for distribution to peasants, it 
was announced here at a meeting of the hierarchy. 


At the same time, the bishops called on all other landowners in the country to 
follow their example in order to make possible a better distribution of land. 


The church estates will go to the Colombian National Land Reform Institute for 
parcelling out. There are no available records indicating either the number of 
acres involved or their value. 


Earlier, the government agency had threatened to expropriate about 2,000 acres 
of land owned by four Catholic religious congregations on the grounds that the 
property was being "deficiently exploited". EPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH POLL SHOWS MAJORITY 
FAVOUR ORDINATION OF WOMEN 


(London) - A poll taken to determine rank-and-file reactions to the ordination 
of women as clergy in the Church of England has found a majority of those re- 
sponding favour such a step. 


The magazine Home Words, syndicated for use in parishes throughout Britain, asked 
two questions: (a) Should there be women clergy? and (b) Would you object if 
your next curate or incumbent were a woman? 


The voting was as follows: In favour of the ordination of women ... 1,152; 
GvaIMSC apec tye]. 


All votes came from individuals, and were authenticated by names and addresses. 
They are now being analysed and full results will be given in a later issue of 
the magazine. 


"Tt is already clear that any idea that the most determined opposition to women 
clergy comes from women themselves is likely to be erroneous", stated Mr. Ward 
Smith, editor of Home Words. "It is the women in the parishes who, have yielded 
the majority in favour - particularly married women. ‘The opposition came 
mainly from spinsters, who seemed mostly to be elderly." 


On the whole, rural parishes seem more disposed towards a change in the status 
quo than urban ones, he reported. 


"The pollcertainly suggests that there are a number of parishes that would 
welcome women clergy, and one would think it offers scope for investigation to 
determine which they are", Mr. Ward Smith stated. 


The referendum was not intended to be anything more than a sample of lay opinion. 
EPS, Geneva 


PRESBYTERIANS SUGGEST FLEXIBLE 
MISSIONARY APPOINTMENTS 


(New York) - A proposal designed to provide flexibility in the appointment and 
terms of service of United Presbyterian missionaries currently is being considered 
by the church's Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations. 


The proposal stipulates that appointments would be made for periods of ten years, 
five years, three years, and two years or less. Normal minimum appointments for 
families would be for five-year terms. Terms of appointment would be determined 
by the nature of specific assignments. After these limited periods of service, 

a career appointment may be made. 


Purposes of the proposal are to: involve larger numbers of laity and clergy in 
term appointments overseas at different stages of their careefs; identify at 
an earlier stage those with potential for overseas life service; and provide 
counselling, placement, and training opportunities for persons in transition 
from one assignment to another within or outside church structures. 

EPS, Geneva 
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AUSTRIAN BISHOPS RELAX 
REGULATIONS ON CHURCH FUNERALS 


(Innsbruck) - For reasons of pastoral care the Roman Catholic Conference of 
Austrian Bishops has somewhat relaxed the strict regulations relating to church 
funerals. 


People who have not been married in church (i.e. those married at a registry 
office) can in future receive a church funeral provided they give an assurance 
in writing that they will have their marriage consecrated by the Church as soon 
as possible. Even if this written statement has not been given, a deceased 
person who had been a regular church attender may be given a church funeral. 


Regulations concerning who may stand as godfather or godmother at baptisms and 
confirmations are also made more lenient. Those not married in a church can 
now be admitted, not as real "godparents" but as "witnesses of baptism". "This 
distinction", says the ecclesiastical ordinance for the Diocese of Linz, "applies 
admittedly only to life within the church. In actual practice, a ‘witness of 
baptism’ will be regarded by his godchild as a godfather." EPS, Geneva 


LUTHERAN CHURCH IN SOUTH AFRICA 
INITIATES FIVE-YEAR PLAN 


(Umpumulu, Natal) - A five-year plan to reach a membership of a quarter of a 
million was launched by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in South Africa - South 
Eastern Region at the sixth annual assembly held here. At present the church 
has 95,000 Zulu, Swazi and Xhosa-speaking members. 


Bishop Helge Fosseus reminded the assembly that there are twice as many who list 
themselves as Lutherans in the Government Census returns as there are in the 
congregations. 


"For some reason they have disappeared, and it is now our task to bring them back", 
the Bishop said. "In addition there are millions of non-Christians waiting to 

be helped to faith in God. Our aim for the next five years should therefore be 
to double the membership of our church." 


The church membership has risen from 69,000 in 1961 to 95,000 in 1967. 


Although the increase was mainly due to the fact that the Hermansburg Mission 
Church joined the Lutheran South Eastern Regional Church in 1963, there had been 

a substantial growth of approximately 14,000 members, mostly "so-called Lutherans" 
who were broughtback to the church, but also 4,000 non-Christians who were brought 
into the church through its mission work. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHMEN COMMENT ON 
DIVORCE LAW PROPOSALS 


(Toronto) - The United Church of Canada has praised the proposed changes in the 
Canadian divorce law, but felt they did not go far enough. It objected to the 
fact that couples had to oppose one another in court to prove one of the partners 
was guilty of an offence. 


The United Church urged establishment of special marriage courts, with social 
workers assisting judges. Their task would be to try to save the marriage and 
(more) 
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grant divorce only when the marriage was beyond saving. 


Canon Maurice Wilkinson, social service secretary of the Anglican Church of Canada, 
said that so far as the proposals reflect the concept of marriage breakdown, 
"they reflect the position of the Anglican Church of Canada. 


"However, insofar as they merely extend the grounds for divorce by creating new 
matrimonial offences, they do not reflect the concept of marriage breakdown." 


Canon Wilkinson said matrimonial offences simply perpetuated the myth that one 
party is guilty and one innocent. 


"But guilt or innocence have nothing to do with it", the priest said. ''The 
essence of the Anglican position is that marriage is a living relationship and 
when a marriage is spiritually dead it ought to be buried." 


The Rev. Edgar Bailey, president of the Baptist Federation of Canada, said he 
agreed in principle with the proposals, but thought the three-year period 
covering desertion should be longer. 


"Divorce is one of the sad inevitabilities of human experience which.must be faced 
and it is better than a greater evil", he said. EPS, Geneva 


THEME OF ASIAN CHURCH AND SOCIETY 
_ CONFERENCE IS SET 


(Bangkok) - "Modernisation of Asian Societies" is the theme for the Asian 
Conference on Church and Society scheduled for Seoul, Korea, October 10-16. 


Special attention will be given to problems of food production, as well as issues 
in the areas of politics, economics, culture, and international affairs. In 
each case the theological basis for action willbe explored. 


In their discussion the delegates will seek to find new forms of inter-church 
cooperation, which can be implemented with the help of the East Asia Christian 
Conference. | | 


The conference will deal not only with the issues raised by the Geneva conference 
in 1966, but will examine issues that are truly Asian in character. The term 
"modernization" is considered descriptive of the total Asian scene. 

EPS, Geneva 
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Special Article 


COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND THE CHURCHES 


by 


Dr. Stewart W. Herman 
President, Lutheran School of Theology, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Today the earth is populated by slightly more than three billion people. Some 
two billion of them live in rural areas and one billion inhabit the cities. 


Probably the most startling prophecy about the future is that in another 
generation there will still be only two billion people dwelling in the rural 
areas but by then five billion will be living and working in metropolitan, 
indeed eekatepola.tens regions. 


This will require the construction of scores of new cities, as well as the re- 
habilitation and constant enlargement of old ones. It also poses theological 
problems. 


All planners are convinced that we must not permit the city to become merely a 
densely compacted mass of humanity caged in concrete and steel. It must be a 
much more human community. Henceforth the health and sanity of the human race 
will depend increasingly upon the health and sanity (not just sanitation, as in 
Mayan times) of the city. 


This being true, Christians - as a community - have a tremendous stake in solving 
the problem of the expanding metropolis. There is good precedent for such 
concern, 


Despite the agrarian and pastoral overtones of the biblical message, the earliest 
missionaries anchored their witness in the vital civic centres of the Roman 
Empire rather than in rural communities. Jesus and Paul addressed their message 
as much to the city people as to rural dwellers. 


When SASP - the World Council of Churches’ Committee on Specialized Assistance 

to Social Projects - began in 1963 to sort out the various items on its agenda, 

a panel on "urban social work" was set up, paralleling similar panels on 
"agriculture", "medicine", etc. It soon became apparent that the title was both 
too vague and too restrictive. 


Urban social work involves every aspect of social service, including rural social 
problems from which many urban difficulties stem. Soon the panel added 
“community development" to its name and tried to see what the Christian comaunity 
could contribute to the urbanizing process. During the past three years the 
panel has examined a wide range of proposals from many developing nations. 


The most interesting urban-centered project, among those referred to the panel by 


No. 26 - 20th July, 1967 (ii) 


the WCC's Department of Inter-Church Aid, was a Latin American proposal to stimu- 
late a sense of responsibility for the development of community leadership by 
means of training conferences. These would stress the urgent need for both 
technical competence and Christian compassion in solving community problems. 
Participants were to include both those who had made studies of social questions 
and those engaged in practical programmes. This was important in view of the 
ease with which theory and practice are often separated, or Christians find 
themselves involved in trying to substitute salve for solutions, ointment for 
X-rays. 


SASP support was given to the plan. Several regional institutes were held at 
strategic locations in Chile, Bolivia, Colombia, Mexico and Guatemala. All 
were concerned, directly or indirectly, with urbanization, its causes and 
effects. Sessions usually lasted’ from four to six weeks to permit adequate 
time for careful consideration of the following topics: (1) the ethical and 
theological basis of social responsibility; (2) the pressures being exerted 
on the individual; and (3) the scope and shape of the church's answer to 
social need. 


Everywhere it was found that there was no lack of familiarity with problems, but 
possibilities for action - new patterns of Christian service - had hardly been 
explored. About 150 people participated in these institutes, and it was ex- 
pected that many more would ultimately be reached as the pattern of meetings was 
repeated on a national and local level. 


Continuing investigation indicated that there is no ideal urban "gimmick" or 
ecumenical panacea for community development that can be recommended for 
general use. Trained leadership is indispensable...and it is scarce: 


Following the severe hurricanes of 1963-64 in Haiti and the modest success of 
ecumenical agencies in providing emergency first aid, a request for a compre- 
hensive professional study was received. An international team consisting of 

an anthropologist and a sociologist was dispatched to analyze the needs and to 
suggest areas of Christian action. Two basic ingredients appeared to be lacking: 
a sufficiently favourable political and economic substructure, and a leadership 
nucleus within the church. 


On the other hand, when the national YWCA of Kenya asked for a professional 
analysis of its programme, the results were far more positive. The YWCA pro- 
gramme included various ongoing projects of a quasi-educational, semi-charitable 
nature which had become institutionalised during the colonial period and were 
recognised to be less than adequate for the new era of African independence. 


It was therefore recommended, inter alia, that the accent of certain centres be 
shifted to vocational training, especially the training of nursery teachers for 
whom there is great demand. At the same time, it was clearly implied that both 
the training centres and their trainees should become foci of healthful community 
growth. ; 


In its investigations the SASP panel did not embrace the internal problems of 
the urban congregation or its task of evangelisation. One request proved to be 
little more than a desire for funds to support a purely church-centered project. 
SASP, as its name indicates, is concerned to locate the point where Christian 
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influence and assistance can work decisively to promote the welfare of the whole 
community. 


In addition to the paramount importance of preparing competent and dedicated 
leaders, one other general observation may be distilled from the several SASP 
probes. It involves the challenge and opportunity inherent in changing situa- 
tions. The usual expression is "rapid social change", which sometimes gives 
the unhappy impression of bewildered people standing in the midst of a changing 
scene, whereas it is often the people themselves who are initiating the rapid 
change. The most obvious examples are the displaced persons, the refugees, 
the migrants from farm to factory. 


Iwo such situations were brought to the attention of the panel last year and 
are presently receiving close consideration. One has been dubbed the Taiwan 
Mountain Study. It refers to the movement of mountain people attracted to the 
industrial centres by bright lights, prospects of more money and - not least - 
by the kind of hope that mountain living no longer seems to offer. What, asks 
the Taiwanese churches and missions, should be our strategy of service both to 
those who are in transit and to those who prefer to stay where they are? SASP 
has no pat answers but believes that solutions to such social problems are a 
responsibility of the church. 


In Bolivia a systematic effort is being made to resettle people from the arid 
and inhospitable altiplano to the lush tropical Chapare Valley. Some of the 
Protestant groups working together would like to establish community. centres for 
the colonists and thus provide a social "hearth" around which these uprooted 
families can gather as they make the radical adjustment from one environment to 


another. 


In this instance the Christian community itself is being put to the test. It 
has to prove itself to be a community capable of coordinated planning if it is 
to provide the leadership which is required in the midst of the radically fluc- 


tuating circumstances. 


Probably the most important single undertaking of the panel was its effort to 
arrive at a common, or ecumenical, definition of the term “community development". 
From the variety of requests for aid coming into World Council of Churches' 
headquarters it was evident that some people thought community development was 
just another way of saying inter-church aid. Therefore, they used the term 
glibly in applying for financial help for church projects. Others regarded it 
as a government responsibility almost completely outside the church's proper 
frame of reference. Very few were familiar with the intense interest displayed 
by the United Nations in fostering community development. 


In order to clarify ecumenical thinking and focus attention on the significance 
of community development, a special consultation was sponsored by SASP at the 
Mindolo Ecumenical Centre near Kitwe in Zambia last September. A carefully 
selected group of about 30 participants from Asia, Africa and Latin America 

was invited, including representatives of governmental and intergovernmental 
agencies. The definition that emerged was relatively simple but profoundly 
significant for an understanding of the church's social task in a revolutionary 


era: a community development project is any concerted effort to raise community 
standards by a creative combination of public and private resources. 


The Mindolo Conference prepared a longer statement describing the role of the 
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church in community development. It also recommended the establishment of an 
international clearing house for community development ideas under the auspices 
of the WCC plus a high-level institute to facilitate the exchange of ideas and 


practical experience. 


Urban social work, if it is to keep pace with our explosively expanding cities, 
must be linked with constructive community development. Without it, rapid 
social change can soon degenerate into rapid social chaos. Furthermore, it 

was the firm conviction of the Mindolo Conference that the church must always 
and everywhere participate in community development because it can hardly be the 
instrument of man's conversion if it is not also the conscious instrument of his 


social transformation. 
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WCC LEADER HAILS POPE'S VISIT; es 
SYMBOLIZES "NEW SPIRIT OF RECONCILIATION" 


(Geneva) - Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, m made the following 
comment on the significance of the Pope's visit to’ the. Ecumenical ‘Patriarch in 
Istanbul: 


“The visit made yesterday by Pope Paul to Patriarch Athenagoras at Istanbul is 
important not only as a visible sign of renewed relationships between Eastern and 
Western Christian churches, which have been divided for 1,000 years, but also as 
a stimulus to the ecumenical movement as a whole, which aims at the unity and 
renewal of all the churches. 


"The member churches of the World Council of Churches rejoice at the new spirit of 
reconciliation which this visit symbolizes. Even at such a moment of rejoicing, 
it is important that all church leaders warn themselves that the expectations of 
the world which are aroused by such visible events must not be disappointed by 
failure to unite and cooperate much more profoundly than as yet they have seen the 
way. The world expects that out of this new ecumenical atmosphere will arise 

one Church of Jesus Christ, renewed in power and mission and service for the 
world. The World Council of Churches is committed to this task and welcomes the 
initiatives being taken by Pope Paul and the Ecumenical Patriarch both toward 

each other and toward all member churches." EPS, Geneva 


CHIEF LUTHULI DIES AT 68} 
1960 NOBEL PEACE PRIZE WINNER 


(Durban) - Zulu Chief Albert J. Luthuli, 68, of South Africa, a Christian who won 
the Nobel Peace Prize for his non-violent efforts against racial separation in his 
country, died July 21 from injuries suffered in a train accident. 


He was struck by a freight train while walking on the tracks of a railway bridge 
in Stanger, about 30 miles north of Durban. 


Restricted to his home district of Stanger since 1959, the former ‘chieftain worked 
as an overseer of Negro cane cutters in the hamlet of Groutville where he lived 
in a cottage. He was given permission to travel to Stanger. 


When Mr. Luthuli received the 1960 Nobel Peace Prize he became the first African 
ever to be so honoured. 


Chief Luthuli was the son of an African Christian missionary who went from South 
Africa to Rhodesia in the service of the former American Board of Commissioners 

for Foreign Missions of the Congregational Christian Churches. This agency is now 
the Board for World Ministries of the United Church of Christ. 


Mr. Luthuli was educated at Adams College, a missionary school near Durban, and 
later taught there before being elected a Zulu tribal chief of about 4,000 South 
Africans. 


Since 1959 he had been restricted under the Suppression of Communism Act to an area 
around his home near Stanger. Under the restriction - renewed in 1964 - he was not 
allowed to attend public gatherings or make speeches, and his statements could not 
be published in South Africa. EPS, Geneva 


Nos 27 - 27th July, 1967 3 


MODERNIZATION SETS BACKDROP 
FOR INDONESIAN CHURCH/SOCIETY MEETING 


(Salatiga, Indonesia) - Dialogue and cooperation between religious groups, and 
the integration of Indonesians of Chinese origin in nation-building and moderni- 
zation were advocated in the message issued by the Indonesian National Conference 
on Church and Society. 


Some 100 persons took part in the conference convened by the Indonesian Council 
of Churches June 19-29 on the campus of the Christian University Satya Watjana 
here. Theme of the meeting was "The Christian Calling in the Renewal of 

- Society". 


All discussions were set against the backdrop of the need for modernization. 


"A just and prosperous society can only be attained in a modern Indonesian 
society", said the message. "An appropriate place for Indonesia among the 
peoples of the world can only be attained by means of modernisation. Even for 
mere ‘survival’ we must modernize", said the message. 


Participants were also aware of the political facts of life. The report of the 
Political Section, for instance, was built around several questions involving 
the role of the military in Indonesia. | One question asked how power, might 
gradually be shifted "from the military to other groups". 


Noting that in the process of modernization many people will lose their old 
certainties and will need new. guiding principles, the message said: "The 
religions. can fulfil this task by developing new ideas starting from the eternal 
truth forming the basis of every religion. Dialogue and cooperation between 
religious groups in a spirit of mutual respect for the integrity of the respective 
convictions, and not in a BP3thE of mixing up respective convictions, will be very 
useful during the coming years." 


In considering "the Chinese problem" the conference made a distinction between 
Chinese who are citizens of a foreign country (including stateless people) and 
Indonesians of Chinese origin. 


"Indonesians of Chinese origin must be actively and creatively integrated in nation: 
building and modernization", said the message. There are said to be about one 
million persons in this category. 


It was suggested, however, that the treatment of foreign Chinese (including state- 
less people) be based upon “our national interest, international usage, while 
upholding principles of humanity". Estimates of this group vary from one-quarter 
to one and a quarter million persons. 


Of the 100 participants at the Church and Society Conference some represented the 
36 member churches in the Council of Churches, some came from Christian political 
and social organizations and were chosen because of their special competence as 
professors, lecturers, politicians etc. 


Seven preparatory papers were distributed prior to the meeting. In addition, to 
Bible studies taken from the WCC's preparatory booklet for the Uppsala Assembly, 
the participants heard major lectures on "Modernization, Revolution and the 
Renewal of Society" by T. B. Simatupang and on "Theological Problems in Social 
Change" by Dr. P. D. Latuihamallo. These two men served as presidents of the 
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conference together with the Rev. Soesilo, and the Rev. B. Probowinoto. 


At a later stage participants worked in six sections, i.e. Theological, 
Political, Law, Social-Economic, Man in Society, and Preconditions for Moderni- 
zation. EPS, Geneva, 


DR. KING SAYS “OPERATION BREADBASKET" 
WILL BECOME NATION-WIDE 


(Chicago) - "Operation Breadbasket" will be put on a nation-wide basis, according 
to a decision reached by 150 Negro clergymen meeting here under the leadership of 
Dr. Martin Luther King. 


Goals of Operation Breadbasket are employment and promotions for Negroes; én=the- 
job training; location of new plants so they are accessible to Negro workers; 
and stimulation of Negro ownership and management. 


The project had been so successful when tried in Chicago and Atlanta that the 
decision was made to launch a nation-wide campaign. 


Methods used will be negotiation and, if necessary, boycotts against companies © 
that sell large quantities of products in the Negro ghettos. 


Dr. King said five ministers will act as negotiators in’ each city. 


"we know that effective action for social change requires organization", he said, 
"so we built around clergymen, who were the natural leaders in the Negro 
community". 


If boycotts are necessary, ministers will "make it clear from their pulpits that 
the Negro community could unite in refusing to buy products of the company 
involved", said Dr. King. 


During the 15 months of the Chicago operation, 2,200 jobs worth $15 million 

annual income have been developed. Two hundred ministers worked to obtain agree- 
ments with four large grocery chains. The state was also persuaded to place 
funds in Negro financial institutions. | EPS, Geneva 


RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH SENDS 
EQUIPMENT TO KENYA COUNCIL 


(Nairobi) - Eighty-six cases of science laboratory equipment given by the Russian 
Orthodox Church have been received and distributed by the National Christian 
Council of Kenya. 


Most of the items will be given to eleven selected secondary schools. Other 
smaller, specialised items will go to the Christian Industrial Training Institute 
in Pumwani and to other secondary schools. 


The science equipment was sent by the Russian Orthodox Church in response to needs 
expressed by leaders of the National Christian Council when they visited Russia 
last year. EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES IN SOUTH SUDAN GROW 
WEAKER IN ABSENCE OF PASTORS 


(Kampala) - The Church in the southern Sudan is growing weaker and weaker due to 
a lack of leadership, Mr. Ezekiel M. Kodi, Member of Parliament in the Sudan 
Government, told a reporter for the Anglican newspaper New Day during a visit 
here in mid-July. 


A member of the Sudan African National Union party, -Mr. Kodi was elected to 
Parliament at the recent by-election. 


He has been visiting East African countries where refugees from southern Sudan 
have sought shelter to apprise them of the present situation. 


At the same time he could offer little assurance that the safety of refugees would 
be guaranteed. 


"The security situation is not yet improved", he stated. "Emergency regulations 
are still in existence and curfews are imposed." 


In places where the church buildings have not been destroyed, all the furniture 
has been carried away. Some buildings are falling apart, Mr. Kodi reported, 
due to lack of maintenance. 


In the provincial headquarters such as Juba, Wau and Malakal, church services arc 
still held, but in other areas there are few pastors to provide leadership. 


/Acts of murder, torture, looting and destruction by Khartoum government troops 
in 1965 forced whole villages to flee into the "bush" or across the borders to 
Uganda or the Congo (EPS No. 36, 1965). While the violence was not directed 
exclusively against Christians, they were among the chief sufferers because they 
represented the leadership potential of the southern Sudanese. / 


Asked by the New Day correspondent whether he saw any solution to the Sudan's 
problems, Mr. Kodi said the Sudan African National Union and the South Front 
Parties, which are the chief negotiators for the south, want a federal type of 
government based on four regions. 


“ 


He stated that the Government wanted to base the country's constitution on Islam 
and make it the official religion. The Southerners found this unacceptable. 
They are seeking freedom of worship for all religions. 


Acknowledging that other elements held different views on the appropriate settle- 
ment of the problem, Mr. Kodi denied that denominationalism played a part in the 
party organizations in the South. 


Asked whether he believed that federation would work in Sudan when it had failed 


in other African countries, he replied that it would come as a solution to their 
problems. EPS, Geneva 
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GERMAN STUDENTS PROTEST AGAINST 
GOVERNMENT SUPPORT OF APARTHEID 


(Hamburg) - Students at the Missionary Academy attached to the University of 
Hamburg have challenged Foreign Minister Willy Brandt to come out unequivocally 
against the apartheid policy of the South African Government. In an open 
letter the students question the cultural agreement between the Federal Republic 
and the Republic of South Africa. 


The Evangelical Students' Association has reported that within the framework of 
this cultural agreement "far more white than non-white South Africans receive 
scholarships to study in the Federal Republic". 


Noting that the Federal Republic signed the "International Convention for the 
removal of all forms of racial discrimination", the open letter strongly criticises 
Federal Minister Liicke's remarks in Cape Town, In the presence of the South 
African Foreign Minister and other important officials, Liicke said, according to 

the report from Hamburg: "You have tackled the special problems ae your country 
with discretion and experience and are on the way to finding a good solution." 


This remark, says the students' letter, raises the question whether the Federal 
German Republic "was not indeed supporting the policy of apartheid. 


"We ask the responsible politicians publicly to condemn the inhuman policy oi 
racial segregation and for the sake of human rights to play their part in the 
abolition of racial discrimination", says the students" letter. EPS, Geneva 


JESUIT COLLEGE REQUESTS VATICAN 
APPROVAL TO AFFILIATE WITH YALE 


_ (Woodstock, Maryland) - Authorities at Woodstock College, a leading Jesuit insti~ 
tution here, have forwarded to the Vatican a request for permission to transfer 
the instution to New Haven, Connecticut and affiliate with Yale University's 
Divinity School. If approved, the transfer would have significant academic and 
ecumenical implications. 


The move, which has the Yale Divinity School's approval, would permit an exchange 
of courses and lectures, The Jesuits would attend classes with Protestant semina- 
rians in their fourth year. 


Negotiations have been under way since February 1966, and had the endorsement ot 
the president of Yale, Dr. Kingman Brewster. 


Under such a merger, Woodstock would remain a separate entity for accreditation 
and other purposes, but a criss-cross of lecturers would provide both groups with 
the thinking of leaders of each branch of Christendom. 


Woodstock College is the final stage of training that Jesuits undergo in their 15- 
year education before ordination. At present there are 210 men at the school. 


The merger would pool the efforts of such theological educators as the Jesuits' 
Father John Courtney Murray, an expert in church-state affairs; Father Walter J. 
Burghardt, S.J., of the Catholic Theological Society of America; and Father © 
Avery Dulles, S.J., famed author. 


At Yale, such men as Dr. Paul Minear, a member of the WCC's Faith and Order 
Commission; Dr. Jaroslay Pelikan, Luther scholar; and Dr. George Lindbeck, a 
leading Protestant ecumenist, would share views with Catholic seminarians. 


rnNne yr to, AY ba 
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PRESBYTERIANS TOLD OF CATHOLIC 
STRUCTURES IN LATIN AMERICA 


(Memphis, Tennessee) - Father Joseph B. Fitzpatrick, S.J., professor of sociology 
at Fordham University in New York City, told Southern Presbyterian missionaries 
here that new church structures in the Latin American mission field may become 

a model for Catholic renewal in other areas of the world. 


New kinds of pastoral care, including teams of priests who work on common 
problems rather than in isolation, are among those new structures, he said. 


Another movement which will have its impact on church renewal elsewhere, he 
Suggested, are laymen who provide religious instruction for adults and children, 
and counselling for engaged couples. There are also frequent meetings of priests 
with ministers of other churches to discuss the spiritual needs of the people, 
Father Fitzpatrick said. 


But the Jesuit sociologist also had a warning for the Convocation of Missionaries 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. (Southern). 


"There is a great fear that money and personnel supplied abundantly from foreign 
sources may tend to shore up outmoded structures of the Church and slow down the 
rapid change to new structures which is needed", he observed. 


Outside aid may also create a dependence in the Latin Church on foreign sources 
of income. "Assistance from the outside sometimes helps", he conceded, but often 
‘it brings with it problems and criticism. 


Another speaker at the Presbyterian convocation said the decisive problem facing 
the world today is not East-West tension, but North-South tension. 


Dr. Eugene L. Smith, executive secretary of the U.S. Conference for the World 
Council of Churches, observed that most of the people living north of the 30th 
parallel are white, while the great majority of the world's population live south 
of that line and are coloured. 


"North of that line are the great strongholds of the Christian faith", said Dr. 
Smith. "South of that line are the great strongholds of non-Christian faiths. 
North of the line are the burgeoning economies; south are exploding populations. 
North of that line are the incredible concentrations of prosperity, south are the 


incredible concentrations of poverty." 


The WCC executive said the most dangerous problem in African nations is the youth 
situation. More and more young people there, he claimed, "have more education 
than their parents ever knew about. Yet siphoned of hope, they encounter almost 


total frustration." 


The convocation, which drew together about one-third of the pada ayaa apenas 
staff of the Southern Presbyterian Church, was sponsored by the denomination’'s 


Board of World Missions. EPS, Geneva’ 
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DEATH OF MISS RAYMONDE RAMAMONJY-RATRIMO 


(Geneva) - On learning of Miss Raymonde Ramamonjy-Ratrimo's death in an aeroplane 
accident in Madagascar, Miss Sophie van Wely of the World Alliance of the YWCA 
said: 


"Raymonde was the first native of Malagasy to be appointed by her church as a 
representative on the WCC's Information Department Committee. She was also a 
member of the National Council of the Evangelical Church of Malagasy. Since 
1935 she had been very active in Christian youth movements and succeeded in 
imbuing young people with her love of music. She had also taken a leading part 
in the Women's Movement, and helped to create the Christian Home for Young Girls 
in Tananarive. | 


"She was due in Geneva at the beginning of August for the meeting of the Department 
of Information and, thereafter was to represent Madagascar at the YWCA Council 
meeting in Australia. 


"A pharmacist by profession, her pharmacy was a place where simple people, 
intellectuals, technical experts, politicians, missionaries came to discuss their 
problems as well as the political problems of the country. 


"She will be remembered for her simple and direct faith, her enthusiasm and her 
gaiety." EPS, Geneva 


NCC IN U.S. SUPPORTS U.N. 
SANCTIONS AGAINST SOUTHERN RHODESIA 


(Washington) - A resolution asking the U.S. House of Representatives to support 
a programme of United Nations sanctions against Southern Rhodesia has been 
endorsed by a National Council of Churches agency. | 


In a letter to members of Congress the NCC's Department on International Affairs 
gave support to a resolution introduced by 10 Congressmen. 


The letter reminded Congressmen that last February the General Board of the 
Council urged the U.S. government to take economic and political measures to 
assist the British Government in improving the political status of Africans in 
Rhodesia, the repeal of racist laws and the establishment of a constitution 
"acceptable to the majority of Southern Rhodesians, 


"We have supported this action by the U.S. Government and we now support this new 
effort by several Congressmen to reaffirm the stated American position", said the 
letter. EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC, REFORMED CHURCHES WILL 
RECOGNIZE EACH OTHER'S .BAPTISM 


(Utrecht) - The Roman Catholic and Dutch Reformed Churches in the Netherlands 
announced officially that they will recognize as valid baptisms performed in 
each other's churches. 


Making the announcement at a press conference were Bernard Cardinal Alfrink, 
Archbishop of Utrecht and Primate of Holland, and Dr. Gerrit de Ru, president of 


the General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church. (more) 
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A report that the mutual/ recognition of baptism had been arrived at following 
prolonged discussions by representatives of both churches had been published 

in June by the St. Willibrord Society, a Catholic ecumenical agency here. (EPS 
NO nse): 


Observers noted that there had never been any question of the Catholic Church 

not recognizing “in principle" valid baptisms performed in Protestant churches. 

Doubts existed only about the procedure and words used in the rite, they said. 
EPS, Geneva 


MISSOURI SYNOD ACTS 
ON OPEN HOUSING, EMPLOYMENT 


(New York) - The 2,700,000-member Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod passed a series 
of unprecedented resolutions on open housing, fair employment and social pre- 
judice at its 47th general convention here. 


The Synod had had a Commission on Social Action since 1962 but it was not until 
this year that the office of full-time executive secretary was created. Hereto- 
fore the church had not taken action on public affairs because of theological con- 
victions. 

Delegates gave overwhelming approval to a programme of "education and action" in 
support of open housing. Directed to the membership of every congregation, the 
programme would "urge individuals to support and participate in housing programmes 
that seek to achieve equality of opportunity for every human being". 


Boards and committees were instructed to study their.published materials and 
eliminate any statements that might contribute to prejudice. 


The Board of Social Welfare was asked to Suggest ways in which the synod's boards, 
agencies and congregations could become involved in fair employment programmes. 


In addition, all congregations were encouraged to support poverty programmes that 
are "consistent with our faith" and to start programmes of their own. 
EPS, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL SERVICE SET 
FOR ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 


(Chicago) - When the Archbishop of Canterbury visits Chicago in September, 
Anglicans, Roman Catholics, Protestants, and Eastern Orthodox will worship to- 
gether in a historic service of Christian’ unity. 


Archbishop Arthur Michael Ramsey will join prominent leaders of the Christian 
churches September 14 in a city-wide gathering at the International Amphitheatre. 


Among the participants will be John Cardinal Cody, Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Chicago; Archbishop Iakovos of New York, Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of North and South America; officials of the Church Federation of Greater Chicago, 
and leaders of Christian denominations in the Chicago area, EPS, Geneva 
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MACEDONIANS LEAVE 
SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 


(Skopje) - The Macedonian Orthodox Church of Yugoslavia has broken away from_the 
Serbian Orthodox Church and proclaimed its independence. Such efforts, in pro- 
gress for several years, had been blocked by the Serbian Church, whose head, 
Patriarch German, has now been informed in writing of the decision. 


Patriarch German did not send a representative to the independence celebrations, 
but the Yugoslav Government was represented by several prominent dignitaries. 
Archbishop Dositej of Orchrid, whom the church named as its head, was given an 
important decoration by Marshal Tito. 


According to Agence France Presse, the Greek Government criticised the formation 
of the Macedonian Orthodox Church as a "purely political move". EPS, Geneva 


NCC WOMEN'S AGENCY 
ELECTS FOUR CATHOLICS 


(East Lafayette, Indiana) - Church Women United, an agency of the National Council 
of Churches (USA), set a precedent at its First Ecumenical. Assembly here by 
electing four Roman Catholics to its Board of Managers. 


Mrs. James M. Dolbey of Cincinnati, a Methodist, was named president of the pre- 
dominantly Protestant and Orthodox body, to which some 2,400 local councils are 
related. The organization was established in 1929 as the National Council of 
Federated Church Women. 


Catholics elected to the 125-member Board of Managers were Mrs. Eugene McCarthy, 
wife of the U.S. Senator from Minnesota; Sister Mary Luke Tobin, Superior General 
of the Sisters of Loretto and the first American women to be named by Pope Paul VI 
as an auditor at Vatican II; Mrs. Albert Badre, research associate in the 
Department of Speech Pathology and Audiology at the University of Southern 
Illinois; and Sister Claire Marie, OSF, assistant professor and chairman of the 
Department of Sociology at Alverno College, Milwaukee. 


The new president is a former acting mayor of the city of Cincinnati. Mrs. 
Dolbey was selected vice-mayor by the City Council in 1953 and served as acting 
mayor for eight months during 1954. EPS, Geneva 


THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION FUND 
MOVES TO LONDON 


(London) - The New York office of the Theological Education Fund was closed the 
end of June. Its director, the Rey. Dr. James F. Hopewell, and its associate 
director, the Rev. Dr. J. Walter Cason, transferred to London the beginning of 
July. Also in the London office ate associate directors Dr. C. H. Hwang and 


the Rev. Erik W. Nielsen. The address is Theological Education Fund, 27 
Marylebone Road, London, N.W.1. 


The annual meeting of the T.E.F. Committee will be held at the University of 
Sussex, Brighton, England, 30 July - 3 August. EPS, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL STATEMENT ON MIXED MARRIAGES i fe 
PUBLISHED BY SWISS CHURCHES 


(Geneva) - The Swiss Evangelical Church Federation, the Roman Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference and the Old Catholic Church of Switzerland have published an 
“ecumenical statement on the problem of mixed marriages", This working document, 
the result of lengthy discussions, is intended to "help overcome one-sided, 
negative criticism by means of jointly prepared, constructive suggestions". 


While not binding in a legal sense, it expresses the churches' willingness to 
cooperate in this most difficult area. 


Attention is called to the growing number of mixed marriages and the resulting 
problems, including conflicts of conscience, alienation from the Church, and 
indifferentism.. A warning is given against the false notion that all confession- 
ally mixed marriages hasten the reunion of Christians. 


“Shaping a marriage partnership in a Christian manner is one thing'', says. the 
statement. "Fostering the solidarity ofall Christians is quite another matter." 


It is specifically stated that the admonition against mixed marriages given by all 
churches is not an expression of intolerance. Rather it stems from the fact 

that a marriage is one of the most important cells of which the Church is built, 
and a mixed marriage brings division into the Church. In addition, the couple's 
life together is affected, particularly attendance at worship and the religious 
upbringing of children. 


The "positive side" of such a marriage, according to the document, is the willing- 
ness of, Christian spouses, despite religious differences, to live together through 
faith in Christ. . 


"If the Christian character of the marriage between baptised believers is recog- 
nised...and taken seriously by the churches concerned, then the marriage does not 
need to lead to indifferentism." 


The Swiss churches are frank to state that "essential progress can hardly be ex- 
pected without further changes in the present and often burdensome church regu- 
lations'', . These rules make cooperation on the practical level difficult, they 
note. 


"We consider it to be our common task to strive for reciprocal recognition of 
all marriages contracted in our churches, even those of partners of different 
confessions", says the ecumenical statement. 


Several suggestions are given as to "paths that can already be followed": 


- the "ecumenical aspects" should be considered quite early in the preparation 
for marriage, through classes and lectures and at student meetings but particu- 
larly during preparation for the wedding. it should be made clear, for instance, 
what the churches have agreed upon as Christian responsibility, as well as their 
reservations about such marriages. 


- in the ceremony itself "everything should be avoided that might lead to mis- 
understanding and confusion", especially two ceremonies. "Active participation 
of ministers of two different churches can only be justified if the churches con- 
cerned agree on the meaning and form of such participation." 


- the religious education of the children should be according to one confession 
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only, but there must be openness to the teachings of the partner's church. 


- the spouse, though of a different confession, should be accepted by the parish 
in brotherly fashion, the pastor should "defend the rights of both partners to 
freedom of belief" and help the one who has given up the normal connection with 
his church "by giving him real ecumenical care". EPS, Geneva 


JOHN LAMBRINIDIS, YMCA LEADER, 
DIES IN ATHENS 


(Athens) - John §. Lambrinidis, a vice-president of the World Alliance of YMCAs, 
died suddenly at his home here July 24. He was 39 years of age and leaves a 
widow and two children. 


Mr. Lambrinidis was an active layman of the Greek Orthodox Church and one of 
Athens' leading lawyers. For many years he had been legal adviser and personal 
counsellor to both Church World Service and the WCC Refugee Offices in Greece. 


He took his law degree at Athens University in 1952 and nine years later was 
awarded a post-graduate diploma in international law by London University. © He 
wrote a book on the legal aspects of European free trade. 


At the time of his death Mr. Lambrinidis was serving as lay secretary general of 
the Board of Directors of the Athens YMCA. Since. January 1965 he had also been 
general secretary of the Ecumenical Committee for Social Projects in Greece, 

appointed by the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. 


The untimely death of this dedicated layman is a heavy loss to both the inter- 
national YMCA and ecumenical social work in Greece. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


ihe number of Hungarian children attending religious classes continues to decline. 
According to the Hungarian News Agency MTI, a total of 19,328, or 14% of ail 

pupils in primary schools attended religious instruction in 1966/67. The figure 
for 1964/65 was 15.4%, for 1956/57, 30.2%. | 


* * * 


Greek Orthodox Patriarch Christoforos of Alexandria, 91, died in an Athens hospital 
July 23 after a long illness. The Patriarch, Christoforos Danielidis, was born 
in Madytos, Turkish Thrace. He had served as Patriarch of Alexandria since 1939. 


* * * 


Member s of the United Church of Christ in Illinois (USA) approve of their denomi- 
nation's participation in civil rights, foreign policy and poverty programmes by 
a margin of 4 to 1, according to a survey released in Chicago. Some 24,000 
UCC members from 252 congregations responded as part of a self-study by the 
Tllinois Conference. Two-thirds of those answering the questionnaire favoured 

involvement of the churches in the form of exercising leadership in the area of 
race relations", One-third endorsed individual involvement, or none at all. 

meq Sones EPS, Geneva 
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FAITH AND ORDER COMMISSION 
EXAMINES CHALLENGES TO UNITY 


(Bristol) - "Christian leaders should not pretend that the road to church 
unity is simple and straightforward," the Rt. Rev. Oliver Tomkins, Bishop 
of Bristol, declared in the opening session of the World Council of 
Churches' Faith and Order Commission on July 30. 


Addressing delegates, observers, and guests from 40 countries at a special 
ecumenical service in historic Bristol Cathedral, Bishop Tomkins said that 
although the intellectual dimension of discussions on faith, order, and unity 
was essential, the human dimension should not be lost. 


"Tt is vitally important that people continueto learn about each other, 
about themselves, and about God," he said. 


Knowledge and insight are two keys to progress in Christian understanding, 
he said. The Faith and Order Commission is an important vehicle for bringing 
fresh insights and interpretations to the WCC's 223 Protestant, Anglican 

and Orthodox churches. 


The commission meeting, July 30-August 8, brings together 120 member 
delegates for discussions in preparation for the Fourth Assembly of the WCC 
next year in Uppsala, Sweden. They are also assessing progress on a dozen 
special studies. The current commission was appointed at the Third Assembly 
in 1961. . 


Main topic of discussion is the background and implications of Christian 
unity. Actual negotiations looking toward church union are carried on directly 
by the churches concerned. 


Radical challenges face the Church today from some theologians who seem 
intent on "composing God's requium," as well as from hostility and apathy, 
Dr. Lukas Vischer, director of the Secretariat for Faith and Order, stated 
in addressing the opening plenary session. 


In one way these challenges drive the churches together, he said. But new 
tensions arise within the churches themselves as people differ on how 

to meet these challenges and engage in God's mission today, according 

to Dr. Vischer. 


The Faith and Order movement, in seeking to serve the unity of the Church, 
has the pastoral responsibility of preventing new disunity from developing, 
he stressed. 


The mere comparison of differences separating the churches is no longer 
sufficient, Dr. Vischer noted. And earlier ecumenical attempts to discover 
a single, agreed upon starting-point in the doctrine of Christ or the 
Church are challenged by contemporary biblical scholarship. Thus new 
methods of work must be found, he said. 


The speaker underscored the centrality of the spiritual life in seeking 
unity. Since Vatican II, "spiritual ecumenism," or unity in prayer, is 
stressed, even as its very possibility is challenged and questioned by 
the world. 


(more) 
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Therefore, another responsibility of the Faith and Order movement, according 
to Dr. Vischer, is to serve the churches as they seek to understand the role 
of prayer and to discover new and relevant forms of spiritual life. 


Pressing the group to remember its mandate to work for the unity of the 

Church, Dr. Vischer stressed that within this unity there must be room for 

great divergence in theological viewpoints, and even conflict. 
. EPS, Geneva 


EAST GERMAN PAPER SETS CONDITIONS 
FOR WEST GERMAN VISITORS 


(Berlin) - The impression that West German churchmen will have difficulty 
entering East Germany for celebrations marking the 450th anniversary of 

the Reformation has been strengthened by recent statements in the East German 
newspaper "Neue Zeit", organ of the Christian Democratic Union (CDU). 


"Any West German churchman who wishes to visit our republic must first take 

a stand on the Bonn Government and advocate the normalisation of its relations 
to the German Democratic Republic (DDR) and the abandonment of its policy 

of revenge", said "Neue Zeit", : 


The newspaper comment appears to be a direct response to an appeal sent to 
Gerald GStting, president of the CDU and vice-president of the State Council, 
by Sepp Schelz, director of a Protestant publishing center in Berlin. 


Wrote Schelz, "Guests from all over the world would hardly understand it if 
West German Protestants were treated with less respect than those from other 
continents." Gétting was asked to use his influence to ensure that refusal 
of entry visas did not marr the Reformation celebration. EPS, Geneva 


BISHOP SHEEN URGES 
U.S. LEAVE VIETNAM 


(Rochester, New York) - The Most Rev. Fulton J. Sheen, Bishop of the Roman 
Catholic diocese of Rochester, called on President Johnson to withdraw U.S. 
troops from Vietnam immediately "for the sake of reconciliation", 


Bishop Sheen made his call in a sermon at Sacred Heart Cathedral in response 
to the President's plea that July 30 be a national day of prayer for peace 
and reconciliation to end the current racial strife in the U.S. (see page 15). 


"Is this reconciliation to be limited only tc our citizens?" the bishop asked. 
"Could we not also be reconciled with our brothers in Vietnam?" 


The bishop said : "May I speak only as a Christian and humbly ask the President 
to announce ;: 'In the name of God, who bade us love our neighbour with our whole 
heart and soul and mind, for the sake of reconciliation I shall withdraw our 
forces immediately from southern Vietnam’ ." 


Bishop Sheen's stand on the Vietnam war is in opposition to that of Francis 
Cardinal Spellman, archbishop of New York, Bishop Sheen served for 15 years 

as auxiliary bishop of the New York archdiocese until his transfer to Rochester 
in December 1966, EPS, Geneva 
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LWF OFFICIAL SEES CATASTROPHE 
IF RETURN OF REFUGEES IS DELAYED 


(Geneva) - A Mideast "catastrophe of major proportions" is imminent if efforts 
to return Arab refugees to the west bank of the Jordan do not succeed before 
the start of the cold, rainy season at the end of September, a Lutheran World 
Federation official said here. 


Dr. Bruno Muetzelfeldt, director of the LWF's Department of World Service, 
stated on his return from a survey of refugee conditions on the east bank that 
"one wonders what will happen when winter comes" if the continuing flow of 
refugees from the west is not reversed. 


About 70,000 of the 200,000 refugees now on the east bank are living in eleven 
tent camps and some 130,000 are "with relatives, in schools and other buildings 
or somehow existing in the open air", he said. 


"Despite strenuous efforts by the Jordanian Government and the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency," Dr. Muetzelfeldt said, "conditions in the camps are 
approaching the unbearable." Until it is known whether the mass of refugees 
can return to the west bank, the relief programme must be geared to meeting 
basic needs and cannot be planned on a long-range basis. 


While there remains a question about the repatriation forms proposed by the 
Israeli Government, Dr. Muetzelfeldt said he was assured by the Jordanian 
Government that it was prepared to accept the form normally used by the Inter- 
national Red Cross for repatriation purposes. 


The LWF official met with Commissioner General Laurence Michelmore of UNRWA 
in Beirut and also with UNRWA representatives in Amman, discussing future aid 
programmes on both banks of the Jordan. He also talked with Jordanian 
officials, including the ministers of foreign affairs, social affairs, health 
and economic development. 


On the east bank, he said the LWF has now accepted responsibility for medical 
services at five of the tent camps and will build bakeries in all 11 camps. 

In addition, efforts are being made to continue the education of students who 
left the nursing school at Augusta Victoria Hospital and the vocations training 
school in areas now occupied by Israel. EPS, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL PIONEER DIES 


(Atlanta, Georgia) - Bishop Sherman Lawrence Greene, retired bishop of the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States, died here on July 26 
at the age of 81. 


Bishop Greene was a delegate to the Amsterdam and Evanston Assemblies of the 
WCC and for one year was a member of the Central Committee. He was also a 
member of the Continuation Committee on Faith and Order. 


During his long career, Bishop Greene held the episcopal office in the West 
Indies and part of South America. He served as president of the Council of 
Bishops of his church from 1953 to 1960 and was senior bishop on his retirement 
in 1964. His last assignment was in the District of Florida. From 1950 to 
1961 he was a member of the General Board of the National Council of Churches 


(USA). EPS. Geneve 
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PROTESTANT PASTORS URGE CHURCHES 
TO IGNORE ORDER TO REGISTER 


(Madrid) - The Pastors" Conference of the Spanish Evangelical Church has 
requested its Synod and local churches not to file a petition for 

"Legal recognition", as stipulated in the new statute on religious liberty, 
even if this means losing certain rights granted under the law. 


The Pastors' Conference termed the legislation "inadequate" and an 
"interference by the State in the internal affairs of the churches". The 
statement, published 25th July, says that while the new law is admittedly 
based on the general principles of religious liberty, it imposes such 
limitations upon those principles that it is self-contradictory. "Tolerance 
is not increased but curtailed", the pastors stated. 


The Pastors’ Conference objected especially to the article stating that 
religious minorities must register as "associations" and must allow the 
State to inspect their membership rolls and their account books. 


"The Protestant communities are Churches, not merely associations, They 
cannot legally be treated as associations, because they are not composed 
of ‘adherents of a certain ideology'; they are composed of Christians who 
live and teach their faith..." 


At the same time the Pastors' Conference stressed its solidarity with 

all the Protestant churches in Spain, and requested the Commission for the 
Defense of Protestantism to seek unanimity of action within Spanish 
Protestantism. 


The Spanish Evangelical Church is one of four major Protestant churches 
in Spain. ' EPS, Geneva’ 


TAIWAN PRESBYTERIANS REAFFIRM 
MEMBERSHIP IN WCC 


(Taichung, Taiwan) - In spite of pressure to withdraw from the World 
Council of Churches, the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan has re-affirmed 
membership in the ecumenical body. ' 


Opposition to WCC membership increased within the Taiwan Presbyterian 
Church after the WCC's Central Committee had adopted a statement on 
Vietnam which urged "that every effort be made to bring the 700 million 
people of China, through the government in power, the Peoples’ Republic 
of China, into the world community of nations". 


The Executive Committee of the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan now stressed 
that "if, in the future, resolutions come (from the WCC) condemning or’ 
opposing the stand of our government, we will be forced out of our spiritual 
convictions to withdraw from the organisation", EPS, Geneva 
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HOPE SEEN FOR OVERCOMING DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 


(Bristol, England) - The theological differences separating Eastern Orthodox 
churches and Oriental Orthodox appear to be of such a nature that they can 
be overcome with patient study and the growth of mutual understanding. 


This was the conclusion reached by 20 theologians from the two Orthodox "families" 
when they met here July 25-29. Conversations centred on the Christological 
dispute which led to the breaking of communion between the two families in the 


fifth century. 


The Bristol consultation was a follow-up of a meeting held in Aarhus, Denmark, 
in 1964. The common ground discévered on that occasion was further explored 
at Bristol. 


"Despite centuries of separation, the two families of churches seem to have a 
common tradition and the same basic intuitions in their Christological, liturgical 
and spiritual development," the theologians agreed. ''The theological differences 
between these churches today do not appear to be of such a nature as cannot be 
overcome with patient study and the growth of mutual understanding," they said. 


The theologians who participated in this study group came from many countries 

and churches, including the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, the 

Russian Church, the Church of Greece, the Romanian, Bulgarian, Coptic, Armenian and 
Ethiopian churches and the Syrian Orthodox Church of India. EPS, Geneva 


FOUR CHURCHES ADDED TO MEMBERSHIP 
OF WORLD REFORMED ALLIANCE 


(Toronto) - Three Indonesian churches and a church of Dutch origin in Brazil 
have been approved for membership in the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 
Applications for membership were voted on by the WARC Executive Committee 
meeting in Victoria University's Emmanuel College here July 27. 


This brings to 106 the number of churches officially related to the Reformed 
body. Their total membership is more than 55 million. 


The new WARC members are: 
- Evangelical Reformed Church in Brazil, related to the Gereformeerde Kerken 
in the Netherlands. It has 5,000 members in four congregations. 


- Christian Evangelical Church in Irian Barat with 175,000 members in 850 
congregations. 


- Protestant Christian Church of Bali with 4,500 members in 31 congregations. 


- Christian Church of Southwest Sulawesi with 2,500 members. EPS, Geneva 
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LAYMEN PROVIDE SOLUTION TO SHORTAGE 
OF MINISTERS IN AUSTRALIA, WALES 


(Geneva) - The shortage of ministers in churches as far apart as Australia 
and Wales has brought new emphasis on the use of laymen to fill the breach. 


The dearth of ministers in Queensland has been so great, according 
to the Rev. Dr. Ronald Lee, that "an appeal had been made this year for 
young laymen to do a year's service. This had had a wonderful response," 
he noted, 


In Queensland this year no one offered to enter the ministry and in 
New South Wales only three had done so, Dr. Lee reported. 


The former deputy warden of the Methodist Theological College in 
Brisbane, Dr. Lee recently left Sydney to become a fellow of the Menninger 
Foundation in Topeka, Kansas (USA). 


Commenting on the use of young laymen as "an interim ministry", he 
said : "There is a vast potential that is largely untapped. Many of these 
people could get theological degrees and do much of the work that a 
minister now does." 


The Congregational Church of England and Wales estimated that there are 
at least 1,200 churches and probably more relying on laymen to lead their 
worship and preach the Word each Sunday. 


To prepare them for these duties, a new course has been devised leading 
to the granting of a Lay Preacher's Certificate. It will be introduced early 
in 1968, 


Planned by the Lay Preachers and Lay Pastors Committee, and approved by 
the Presbyterian Church of England, the course will replace the present 
correspondence course with examinations which each year attracts some 100 
students. 


In the new course a student proceeds at his own pace until he has 
covered six blocks of study. He will work with a tutor, either through 
correspondence or, where possible, in the same locality where there can be 
face-to-face teaching. Each block will be tested by the writing of essays 
rather than answering examination questions. On the average each block will 
take four months and will include New Testament, Old Testament or church 
history, and worship in the church. 


In the United States meanwhile Dr. Hazel E. Foster of Cleveland warned 
that when the need for women ministers is finally recognized, such ministers 
may not be obtainable. 


"Women who would prefer to become ministers are instead entering the 
"helping professions' such as nursing, medicine and social work," Dr. Foster, 
a minister of the United Church of Christ, told the annual meeting of the 
American Association of Women Ministers. EPS, Geneva 


No. 28 - 3rd August, 1967 8 


THEOLOGICAL PROFESSORS URGE 
COMMON TRAINING FOR CLERGY, LAITY 


(Northwood, England) - "Theological education is more than the training 
of the ordained ministry," said a consultation sponsored by the WCC which 
brought together 43 theological educators from Anglican, Protestant and 
Orthodox churches in 21 countries. 


In Asia, Europe and North America increasing numbers of laymen are 
asking for theological education at the same level as prospective clergy. 
Thus the educators stated : "The planning of theological courses for 
ministers and laity should be coordinated as far as possible, particularly 
where resources are limited." 


In many cases such courses should be "shared" by candidates for the 
ministry and others with no professional goal and, indeed, without necessarily 
being fully committed to the Christian faith. 


The Consultation, which met from 24-29 July at the London College of 
Divinity, Northwood, was under the auspices of the wcC's Study on Patterns 
of Ministry and Theological Education. 


The climax of a four-year WCC study which included meetings and study 
projects on five continents, the consultation urged the WCC to give 
"Stimulus and leadership" to the view that theological education involves 
"the training of Christian laity and the Christian ministry in a common 
programme and often in common institutions". 


Responding to a plea from one of three Roman Catholic consultants, 
it further called for consultation and cooperation between the WCC and 
the Sacred Congregation for Seminaries and Universities. 


The group also stressed the desirability of ecumenical efforts. They 
said : "Ecumenical theological education is desirable in principle at all 
stages in order that ministerial training should be in tune with the 
developing cooperation between the churches." 


Because it is important that ministers be familiar with the social 
and cultural milieu of their parishioners, the participants recommended 
that seminarians become involved in a social structure such as an urban 
training centre, in-service programmes, a year in industry etc. 


Another important discussion centered on the "spiritual formation" 
of ordinands. In this connection the experiences of the Iona Community 
in Scotland, the Protestant theological faculty at Montpellier, France, 
and two Roman Catholic seminaries - John XXIII at Louvain and the Mission 
of France at Pontigny - were cited. 


Under the heading "Learning in Community", the consultation affirmed 
that the community life of an institution is of prime importance. 


"Christian theology is a corporate endeavour and an existential 
enterprise deeply rooted in the faith of the Church", the participants 
said. Personal development may be fostered by the formation of smali 
groups within the theological school, which should itself be a witnessing 
and worshipping community. EPS, Geneva 
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POPE AND PATRIARCH PRAY FOR 
PEACE, ECUMENICAL UNDERSTANDING 


(Istanbul) - On July 26 the Pope and Patriarch Athenagoras led an ecumenical 
service in the Orthodox Cathedral of St.George. They embraced each other 
warmly and then walked hand in hand into the cathedral. 


To enthusiastic applause from the congregation of about 750 people they mounted 
a dais.and stood with other members of the two hierarchies. 


‘The two leaders prayed for world peace and for an ecumenical understanding that 
would lead to the reunion of their churches, which have been split for nine 
centuries. 


Pope Paul recalled his first meeting with Patriarch Athenagoras in the Holy Land. 
He said it was the same love of Christ and his church which brought him a pilgrim 
to this noble land. "We see more clearly that it belongs to the heads of the 
Churches, to their hierarchies, to lead the churches along the path leading back 
to full communion." 


As they did this they must recognise and respect one another's pastors and the 
sections of the flock entrusted to them. If unity of faith was a pre-requisite 
for full communion, diversity in practices was no obstacle to it, quite the 
contrary, the Pope said. 


Patriarch Athenagoras replied in equally warm terms. He described their Holy 
Land meeting as the first step towards reconciliation. 


"God has ordered us to take away the curtain of separation," he said. "And this 
we have done as much as our weaknesses permit." 


The Patriarch pledged to make all possible sacrifices and to forget those things 
which had kept the two churches apart in the past. The Catholic and Orthodox 
Churches, he said, must begin to reunite so that other churches would follow. 


After the service in the Cathedral the two leaders met privately. The Patriarch 
said afterwards that they had spoken as brothers. Later in the evening both 
leaders again prayed for peace and unity at the Catholic Cathedral. 


While in Istanbul Pope Paul also called on Armenian Patriarch Shnork Kaloustian. 
EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN RECONCILIATION GROUP 
PLANS PROJECT IN POLAND 


(Berlin) - A German Protestant group whose concern is for reconciliation has 
recruited volunteers. to go to Poland for three weeks to help build a student 
hostel, The project is part of an effort to create human bases for peaceful 
co-existence, 


A similar group of volunteers, which has been at work in Israel, is reported 

to have remained at their project centres during the recent Middle East conflict. 
An additional group of 22 has recently gone out to work on farms and help build 
a home for cripples. EPS, Geneva 
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ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH TO VISIT ORTHODOX 
LEADERS BEFORE GOING TO ROME 


(Istanbul) - Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras has announced tentative plans 

to visit Pope Paul in the autumn after consultations with other Orthodox leaders. 
After his visit to Rome he will call on the Archbishop of Canterbury and the 
World Council of Churches. 


"TI had intended to go to Rome in September," Patriarch Athenagoras said, "but 
now I shall alter the date by a few weeks because first I wish to visit patriarchs 
of the North." 


According to the announcement here, visits will be paid to the Orthodox patriarchs 
of Russia, Yugoslavia, Rumania and Bulgaria, as well as the Archbishop of Athens 
and All Greece. 


The purpose of his travels will be to promote Christian reunion and to carry on 
"a dialogue of love", said the Ecumenical Patriarch. EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN HOSPITAL IN INDIA 
RECEIVES U.S. GOVERNMENT AID 


(New York) - Ludhiana Christian Medical College in northern India will receive 
$450,000 from the U.S.Agency for International Development (AID) for construction 
of a new wing. Unlike many other Christian institutions it qualifies for such 
assistance through its relationship with the Punjab element. Eleven countries 
are represented in the staff, and the present student body comes from 14 nations. 


The money will provide the Brown Memorial training hospital with 72 additional 
separate units for private patients and other facilities. 


The grant comes out of U.S.-owned Indian rupees. According to U.S.Public Lew 
480, the money must be spent in the recipient country. Also it must go to 
institutions which give evidence that service is provided on a non-sectarian 
basis, which contribute to regional or interregional social welfare, and which 
will use the grant for expansion. The host government must concur in the use 
of funds, ° | EPS, Geneva 


PATRIARCHATE OF JERUSALEM CLAIMS SOLE 
AUTHORITY TO SPEAK ON HOLY PLACES 


(Jerusalem) - At a special session, the Holy Synod of the Patriarchate of 
Jerusalem discussed Pope Paul's visit to Turkey and his meeting with Ecumenical 
Patriarch Athenagoras. 


Patriarch Benedictos, who had convened the special meeting, was received 
immediately afterwards by Mr.Wahrhaftig, Israeli Minister for Religious Affairs. 
Although the subject of their conversation has not been officially divulged, it 
is reported that the Patriarch told Mr. Wahrhaftig that any agreement reached 


between the Pope and Patriarch Athenagoras was not binding upon the Patriarchate 
of Jerusalem. 


Earlier it was reported that Patriarch Benedictos regarded the Pope's visit tc 
Istanbul "with mixed feelings". He had emphasised that the Patriarchate of 
Jerusalem is the sole Orthodox authority competent to express a view on the holy 
places in the Old City of Jerusalem. EPS, Geneva 


No. 28 - 3rd August, 1967 she 


WCC'S WORLD MISSION DIRECTOR 
ADDRESSES PRESBYTERIAN CONVOCATION 


(Memphis, Tennessee) - While "God is dead" and "Honest to God" types of theology 
have been making the headlines, it is "the solid work of biblical renewal" that 
is bringing about dialogue with humanists and Marxists concerning the meaning 

of man's existence and destiny. 


This view was expressed by the Rev. Philip Potter of Geneva, director of the 
WCC's Division of World Mission and Evangelism, as he addressed a convocation 
of Presbyterian US missionaries. (EPS, No.27) 


In discussing the relationship of secularism and Christian world mission, Mr. 
Potter said the ecumenical movement has been "a crucial factor in grappling 
with the issues of secularism as a means of creating new social relationships 
which make for a fuller life." 


"Secularism has also had the effect of making the proclamation of the gospel 
more urgent and relevant," he said. "Scientists and artists in a secular age 
have become deeply aware of the terrible dangers of the powers that secularism 
has unleashed. The Christian doctrine of man's freedom to be a sinner and be 
lost, and the possibility of damnation, has gained in depth and clarity in a 
nuclear age." 


Threats to world community posed by war and racial and social conflicts 
emphasise the churches' call to be one Body in Christ, said Mr. Potter. "In 
a secular age, men have to learn how to be for others. Only the Church-for- 
others can show the way." 


Dr. Charles C. West, professor at Princeton Theological Seminary, spoke on the 
Christian mission in the world of communism. He said the forces of revolution 
in newly independent nations reject Christianity "because it is a religion of 
the status quo, of love instead of struggle for justice, of reconciliation of 
enemies instead of fighting evil, of two worlds instead of one." 


In dealing with Communists, Dr. West said, "the saving power of Christ controls 
the future and determines what is just, human and hopeful. To Granplase this ¥ 
into the small coin of daily decisions is the essence of the Christian's mission. 


In Eastern Europe a new dialogue is taking place between Christians and Marxists 
about the destiny of man. Socialist society has the same problem of rebellious 
youth, of nihilism and disillusion, that we have in the West, the same fear that 
man is caught in a system from which there is no way out. It longs for the 

ministry of free men who understand human nature more deeply than a Marxist can, 
and who can speak from experience of redemption and grace." EPS, Geneva 
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AUSTRALIANS LAUNCH "FORCE TEN" 
TO INCREASE OVERSEAS AID 


(Sydney) - "Force Ten" is the imaginative name of a new programme launched 
last month by the Inter-Church Aid Department of the Australian Council 

of Churches. It is designed to increase personal involvement and concern 
for human need throughout the world. ; 


"Force Ten wants to show that solutions to world need are possible; 
that what is lacking is not the know-how but the will to see things change," 
said the Inter-Church Aid Committee. 


The phrase Force Ten is used by weathermen to denote a wind of full 
gale strength. "We use it because our Force Ten is intended as no gentle 
zephyr of change. Where the crying needs of men are concerned, Force Ten 
can become a gale," the committee said. | 


Individuals and ‘groups will be asked to give a minimum of A $2 monthly 
to overseas aid and development projects. Each month members will be told in 
detail of the project to which their money will be devoted. The programme 
will operate for 10 months of the year, from February to November. 


Members will also be helped to influence other Australians in their 
thinking about human need. EPS, Geneva 


LIBERIAN AND INDIAN TAKE UP 
DICARWS APPOINTMENTS 


(Geneva) - Canon Burgess Carr, a Liberian, and the Rev. K.C. Joseph, 
an Indian, have arrived here to take up appointments on the staff of the 
WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. 


Canon Carr, aged 32, will serve as Co-Secretary for Africa with 
Mr. Jean Fischer, who has been manning the Africa desk acres since 
Dr. Z.K. Matthews left in August 1966 to become Botswana's Ambassador in 
Washington and Permanent Representative at the UN. 


Born at Crozierville, Liberia, Canon Carr was Canon Residentiary at. 
the Protestant Episcopal Trinity Cathedral in Monrovia, 1962/64. Since then, 
he has been studying at Harvard Divinity School, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
where he was awarded the degree of Master of Theology in 1966. He continued 
to work toward the degree of Doctor of Theology and in June this year he 
passed the intermediate examination for this distinction. He also holds a 
Bachelor of Science (Agriculture). 


Canon Carr was present at the World Conference on Church and Society 
in Geneva last summer and at the WCC's Third Assembly in 1961. He has also 


attended ecumenical consultations in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America 
and the USA. 


Dr. K.C. Joseph succeeds the Rev. Warner Conring as Secretary for 
Scholarships. Mr. Conring leaves the Division at the end of August to take 
up an appointment with the Evangelische Akademikerschaft in Germany. 


(more) 
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Dr. Joseph, a priest of the Syrian Orthodox Church of India, was born in 
Kerala in 1915 and is a graduate of Madras University where he majored 


in mathematics and English. In 1951 he was awarded the degree of Doctor 
of Theology by Toronto University after two years' work. 


After teaching at Kerala and Madras Universities, Dr. Joseph in 1961 
became professor in the Theological Collegé of the Holy Trinity, Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia where, for the past four years, he has also been Dean. 

EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH CHURCHMEN HOLD VIETNAM 
WAR THREATENS VERACITY OF U.S. 


(The Hague) - The United States is losing the confidence that had been 
placed in it by other nations as a result of its actions in Vietnam, the. 
General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church stated in a letter sent 
to the National Council of Churches in the United States. 


The action in Vietnam makes United States pleas for freedom and justice 
seem insincere, according to the Dutch churchmen's letter. 


While the General Synod met from 19 to 22 June, the letter did not go to 
the National Council until 21 July. 


"Hostilities in Vietnam have reached such proportions that the U.S. 
Government's professed aim - to stop the advance of communist influence 
and establish a democratic regime in Vietnam - seems remoter than ever 
before", the letter states. "The nation in whose behalf the war is 
supposedly being fought is slowly but surely being brought to ruin by 

the subtlety of chemical and conventional weapons used and by the complete 
social, cultural and spiritual dissolution with which it is threatened. 


"If the U.S. really has the well-being of the people of Vietnam at heart, 
we are prompted to ask whether there is any point at all in continuing 
this war. Besides the danger of the war spreading to other countries is 
constantly increasing." | 


The communique asks American churehmen to induce their government to 
create a "basis for negotiations" by discontinuing air raids and submitting 
proposals for a cease-fire. EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN-METHODIST UNITY DECISION 
DELAYED FOR A YEAR IN BRITAIN 


(London) ~ Approval of the proposal for Anglican-Methodist union in Great 
Britain has been delayed for at least a year. 


According to the Anglican-Methodist Unity Commission, publication of its 
final report which had been scheduled for February has been postponed 
until at least Easter 1968, 


Last month the Methodist Conference decided that if the report was 
published after February, there would not be adequate time to consider it 
before the 1968 conference met. 

(more) 
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At the same time, the Church Union, an organization representing//opinion 
in the Church of England, announced that it found the commission's interim 
report, "Towards Reconciliation", published last March, "more anxious 

to allay the anxieties of Protestant critics" than based "on Catholic 
faith and practice". /Anglo-Catholic/ . EPS, Geneva 


PAPERBACK NEW TESTAMENT PASSES 
FIVE MILLION MARK IN TEN MONTHS 


(New York) - A colloquial paperback translation of the New Testament, 
published ten months ago by the American Bible Society, is turning into 
a genuine best-seller. 


Planned as a simplified version written in street-corner English and 
brightened with 200 modern line drawings, the volume titled "Today's 
English Version" (TEV) was intended for distribution among those ten 
million Americans who don't read well or are learning English as a second 
language. 


The Bible Society had estimated that first-year sales would probably reach 
one million copies. But by last week sales had passed 4,020,000. 


An additional one million copies of the 25-cent paperback have been ordered 
by the Atlanta (Georgia) Christian Council, which plans a campaign for 
October in which 100,000 Atlanta citizens will each try to sell at least 

10 copies. 


To everyone's surprise, TEV has caught on with college students, professionals 
and other educated Americans. 


The 599-page New Testament cannot be bought on the newsstands yet. So far 
it has been sold mainly by mail order in large quantity lots. However, the 
paperback's success has prompted commercial publishers to ask the Bible 
Society for marketing rights. 


An ironic note is that the price must be increased to 35 cents this fall 
to cover the cost of increased sales. The volume is selling so fast that 
production costs have far exceeded the Bible Society's first estimates. 


"The more business we do", says the Rev. Robert T. Taylor, senior general 
secretary, "the more money we lose and the happier we are". 


The TEV is the work of Dr. Robert G. Bratcher, a 46-year-old Southern 
Baptist. The job took him two and a half years. 


The Lutheran Church in America has ordered 3,480 copies to give to 
faculty of all its colleges and to church officials. The Methodist Church 
bought a copy for each of its 575 district superintendents and its 46 
bishops. One New Yorker calls it "The Swingers’ Bible", but at Bible 
Society headquarters it is known as "the New Testament in street clothes". 
EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCH'S RECONCILING PRESENCE 
FELT IN AREAS OF RACIAL CONFLICT 


(New York) - The reconciling presence of the Church has been felt in 
many U.S. cities torn by riots and other violence that have marked what 
some Negro rights leaders call the "black revolution". 


Across the nation on July 30, millions of Americans responded to appeals 

by President Johnson and church leaders by joining in prayer "for order 
and reconciliation among men", to quote the President's words. The National 
Council of Churches supported the day of prayer. 


In Detroit, hardest hit by the wave of disorders with 41 deaths reported 
as of July 30, churches have long been in the vanguard of organized efforts 
to ease the problems facing the motor capital's half million Negroes. 


Admittedly, church spokesmen now say, they had been unable to reach the 
minority of young militants who were said to be largely responsible for the 
recent wave of violence, - 


Leaders of the major Christian groups had joined with Jews over the last 
‘several years to promote fair housing, employment and welfare practices. 
Unsuccessfully they fought to defeat a city ordinance which had the effect 
of legalizing discrimination in housing, 


The churchmen strongly warned against a Detroit urban renewal plan which, 
they felt, only aggravated housing problems for the Negro population. 
Twenty-six local churches, both Protestant and Roman Catholic, joined 
forces last year to plan and carry out a social action programme in the 
city's East Side ghetto area. The Detroit Council of Churches and the 
Catholic Archdiocese are jointly pressuring the city for low-rent housing 
projects. Together they also conduct a rehabilitation programme for 
parolees from prison. 


Meanwhile cooperating church groups involving Protestant, Orthodox and 
Roman Catholics in Detroit are redoubling their efforts to bring short-term 
and long-range aid to homeless victims of the rioting. They have set up 

an emergency aid center and have begun channeling funds to help the hungry 
and homeless, And three church and Synagogue action groups have been 
organized to deal with problems of housing and jobs. 


In the Newark, New Jersey area where upwards of 30 were killed in rioting 
that preceded the Detroit tragedy, prominent church leaders circulated 
a letter to be read from the pulpits of 2,500 churches in Essex and 
Bergen counties. The message called'on churches and their members to make 
a "daring commitment" to combat the social evils that have led to riots 
and violent protests. The six signers - all Protestants - cited the 
social ills as consisting chiefly of bad housing, poor schools, few job 
Opportunities and lack of sympathy or interest on the part of politicians 
and others in positions of influence, 

(more) 
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Also in Newark, the nation's first Black Power Conference adopted resolutions 
calling for a boycott of Negro churches that do not commit themselves to the 
"Negro revolution", Another labeled Christianity as essentially a "white 
religion". 


In Minneapolis, Minnesota, where Negro youths launched a series of riots, 
27 Lutheran clergymen signed a declaration urging the churches to postpone 
all building plans and divert the money into social improvement projects 

to alleviate the Negroes’ plight. The idea originated with youth 

director Ewald Bash of the American Lutheran Church. He has been working in 
church-sponsored community programmes in the riot area. 


In Washington, while President Johnson was appealing for calm and 
reconciliation, Black Power leader Rap Brown told a rally of 1,000 gathered 
at St. Stephen and the Incarnation church (Episcopal) that President 
Johnson is his enemy. Brown, who is wanted by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation on charges of inciting a riot in Cambridge, Maryland, was 
invited to address the rally by the church’s rector, the Rev. William 
Wendt. 


"The church has always been a sanctuary", he told reporters who asked 

him about the mvitation. "The church, believing that there is neither black 
nor white, neither East nor West, seems in our day to be one of the few 
places where there is still some hope for people to gain an understanding 
of one another", he commented. EPS, Geneva 
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KING CONSTANTINE HAILS WCC 
AT CENTRAL COMMITTEE OPENING 


(Heraklion, Crete) - As an expression of their interest in and appreciation for 
the World Council of Churches, King Constantine and Queen Anna Maria of Greece 
flew here August 15 to participate in the opening session of the Council's 
100-member Central Committee. In so doing, they were responding to an invitation 
extended by the World Council early in 1967. 


This is the 20th meeting of the Central Committee, which convenes annually. 
Sessions continue through August 26. 


Under a cloudless sky the royal aircraft touched down at Heraklion airport at 
4.50 p.m. Accompanying the royal couple were Princess Irene; the King's 
Secretary General Mr. Hourmouzios; Colonel Proestopoulos, aide-de-camp; and 
Mrs. Korysis, lady in waiting. 


While a navy band played, the King reviewed an airforce unit on the airstrip and 
greeted representatives of the Holy Synod of Crete, the Prefect of Heraklion, 
the Commander of the Cretan Army Division and the Prefect of Canea. 


Then the royal party was whisked along flag-bedecked roads and into the streets 
of Heraklion to the St. Minas Cathedral to join the Central Committee in its 
opening service of worship. 


The strains of the "Te Deum" sung by an all-male choir swelled forth as the King 
entered the Byzantine Cathedral, largest and richest church on the Island ‘of 
Crete. The royal trio stood facing Archbishop Eugenios of Crete and four bishops 
and following the singing the Archbishop offered prayers for the Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Constantinople and the King. 


(The Central Committee came to Crete at the invitation of the Ecumenical Patriarch, 
delivered through the Archbishop of Crete.) 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the Central Committee, offered a brief 
meditation based on the Scripture passage in Genesis in which Abraham is prepared 
to offer up his son if it be God's will. 


"The Church today is called to emulate Isaac and to be ready to be sacrificed if 
necessary", Dr. Fry said. "The Church is not an end in itself. It must find 
its purpose and fulfillment in service to the Father of us all." 


From the Cathedral the royal trio moved to St. Mark's Hall, official meeting place 
of the Central Committee. Dr. Fry welcomed the Greek monarch to the sessions 
and hailed him as a "devoted follower of Jesus Christ". 


The King, speaking in English, hailed the World Council of Churches as a "con- 


. ’ . * e * 
structive’ organization at a time when there has been so much destructiveness 
in so many areas, 


"The Council is rapidly growing much stronger, more influential and more useful 
to the Christian world," he said. 


"How happy I am to see your determination, your enthusiasm and above all your 
aspiration to practice the Master's teaching as between church and church." 


(more) 
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"But I am forced to ask you," said the King, "what is this teaching? Does it begin 
and end with the organization of churches only? Is this alone what the Church 
came among us for?" 


"As one who still belongs to the younger generation I ask of you all, let us 
discover once again the inner meaning of some of the beautiful things that our 
Lord has left us. Perhaps too much emphasis has been given to the historic 
rather than the unseen Christ. What is the inner message of the unseen Christ? 
When Jesus declared 'the Kingdom is within you' was he giving us a clue to some- 
thing that most of us have missed?" 


We must, he said "attend not only to the outer forms of worship but also to the 
inner, for there, in the very deepest source of our being may we hope to feel 
the actual sacred Presence." rp EPS, Geneva 


BLAKE POSES WCC DILEMMA 
IN REPORT TO CENTRAL COMMITTEE 


(Heraklion, Crete) - The World Council of Churches must be both conservative and 
radical if it is to serve and not obstruct the ecumenical movement in our time, 
the WCC general secretary said here on August 16. 


In his first report to the policy-making Central Committee since taking office 
last December, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake posed the dilemma of the World Council's 
continuing to serve the ecumenical movement when the latter seems to need "eccle- 
siastical revolution", while the Council is dependent upon "stable ecclesiastical 
understanding and support". 


nis 
He noted that "progressive forces within all of our churches, especially focussed 
in youth, today appear to believe more generality than in earlier times that the 
Gospel requires revolution in both Church and world". 


If the World Council "acts timidly and by compromise rather than courageously and 
by principle", the general secretary predicted that many Christians, young and. old, 
would look elsewhere "for the dynamism and the faithfulness that the ecumenical 
movement requires if it is to mové fast enough". 


Conversely, more conservative members of Worid Council churches believe that it 

is acting so progressively "that the understanding and support of our constituency 
is being jeopardized". Dr. Blake made it clear that this dilemma can be resolved 
if "decisions, resolutions, and programmes" are determined by understanding "the 
will of God for our time and not by expediency". 


New theological concepts as the "God is dead" idea came in for strong rebuttal by 
the Council's chief executive officer. Thanks to the spread of these ideas, he 
said, "God is strictly nonsense in the popular mind today. He is thought to be 
either a subordinate function of man's existence without any being of his own... 
or an empty concept, or an experimentally unprovable assumption." 


He went on to assert that "this widespread modern agreement that there is no 
transcendent God threatens the ecumenical movement. For the movement... has 
always been Christocentric and, since the New Delhi Assembly (1961) explicitly 
Trinitarian. I believe it to be highly important that we do not give reason to 
anyone to suppose that we, as a World Council of Churches, are calling into 


(more) 
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question the being of the God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ who is revealed 
in the Bible..." 


The ecumenical movement also is based on faith in the ability of the Church to 
rise above the limitations of self interest. Although there are concrete examples 
of this being done, the recent crisis in the Middle East was an exception, Dr. 
Blake said. "For a time it seemed that no Christian Sharpen could transcend its. 
political, cultural, national or ideological setting", he explained. 


"With full understanding of and sympathy with the churches under various sorts of 
pressure to identify themselves completely with one side or the other, it was never- 
theless exceedingly difficult for the WCC to pursue its ecumenical role of recon- 
ciliation and transcendence when conflicting pressures resulted in sharp and |. 
strong requests to the World Council of Churches for all-out support of one side 

or the other." ‘ 


If the World Council is to continue to serve the ecumenical movement, Dr. Blake 
said, it must not "allow its institutional requirements or advantages to hamper 
its ecumenical witness" 


"Somehow the World Council must be able to press its member churches to listen 
to each other" without ignoring the particular concerns of the churches or of 
the World Council, Dr. Blake said. EPS, Geneva 


POTTER CHALLENGES CHURCHES 
TO COMMON EVANGELISTIC EFFORTS 


(Heraklion, Crete) - "Honest to God" and "Death of God" theologies, plus a new. 
hesitancy about the uniqueness of Christ vis-a-vis the non-Christian religions, 
have brought about a "failure of nerve among Christians concerning their evange- 
listic witness", a World Council of Churches executive on August 16 told the 
100-member Central Committee which opened its annual meeting here August 15. 


The speaker was the Rev. Philip Potter, director of the Division of World Mission 
and Evangelism, who delivered the keynote address on evangelism to the Council's 
primary governing body. 

- 


"While we have reached a certain consensus on the nature of evangelism, said 


Mr. Potter, "the very content of evangelism is now under fire.” 


“We can no longer shirk the challenge to a big effort to wrestle with and declare 
to men of odey the faith which is the good news of the one new reconciled: humanity 
in Christ", he said. 


Mr. Potter also cited the need for increasing conversations with conservative 
evangelicals and Roman Catholics "with a view to gaining greater mutual under- 
standing of our common evangelistic calling and creating a better climate for 
considering joint evangelistic activity." 


Recent statements from conservative evangelical conferences and the Vatican 
decree point to the possibilities of joint evangelistic action. According to 
Mr. Potter, "Consultations already held with these groups suggest that there is 
a fruitful field here." 


(more) 
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The 1954 Assembly of the WCC, held in Evanston, Ill. (USA), defined evangelism 

as "the bringing of persons to Christ as Saviour and Lord that they may share in 
His eternal life... There must be personal encounter with Christ... For on his 
relationship to God in Christ depends the eternal destiny of man", 


In addition to this basic agreement on what evangelism is, there is also Tey 
agreement about what it is not, according to Mr. Potter. 


"Evangelism is not propaganda, the purveying of a particular confessional doctrine 
or way of life, or of a so-called superior Christian culture." 


Nor is evangelism proselytism. "Witness is corrupted when cajolery, bribery, 
undue pressure or intimidation is used - subtly or openly - to bring about 
seeming conversion", said the WCC Central Committee when it met in 1960. 


Some aspects of evangelism are subject \to disagreement, he noted. Thus further 
study is required on the relation of mission and evangelism; the relation of 
evangelism and social concern; and the relation of evangelism and unity, among 
others. 


The World Council of Churches has been challenged by its critics to give 
evangelism top priority in its life and activities, noted the Council executive. 
But the challenge should really be pointed at the member churches. 


"The question is, -have we as churches grown together sufficiently in trust and 
mutuai understanding to embark on bolder initiatives in joint action in 
evangelism with the help of the Council?" 


He explained that the Council is not free to organize evangelistic campaigns and 
sponsor “ecumenical evangelism" unless it is specifically asked to do so. 


The Council has always held rigorously to the principle that "nothing is to be 
imposed on the churches against their will" and that the Council exists "to 
serve the churches not to control them ", he said. 


In addition, WCC studies have shown that evangelism is no abstract activity 
with “definite techniques and strategies that can be applied everywhere" 


"We have learned to take men, their cultures, their religions and their communi- 
ties very seriously, and to see these in their totality in each place. Thus 
there can be no detailed global strategy or blueprint for evangelism", Mr. 


Potter stated. 


However, the Council can help churches around the world to learn from each other 
and share their experiences. "It can act as a stimulus and even an irritant to 


this end", he said. 


According to Mr. Potter, the World Council, through the division that he heads, 
is searching for a secretary for evangelism who will, among other tasks, 

"seek out centres of experiment and involvement in evangelism in various parts of 
the world and endeavour to assess the lessons to be learned from them, as well 

as encouraging new experiments in places where little is happening." 


"But the main task remains with congregations as the people of God being 
active witnesses in each place", he said. EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES’ RESPONSIBILITY FOR FAMILY LIFE 
EDUCATION OUTLINED BY CONSULTATION 


(St. Cergue, Switzerland) - Traditional family patterns have everywhere been 
disturbed, and all churches are confronted with grievous problems with regard 

to sex, marriage and the family. How can the churches in the developing countries 
particularly be helped to meet these needs, since Western countries seem to have 
extensive programmes already under way? | 


This was the question discussed by 25 experts from all six continents who met 
here the latter part of July for a WCC-sponsored consultation on international 
and inter-church cooperation for the development of family counselling and 
family education. 


The group agreed that assistance was needed in three major areas! training of 
personnel, research, and financing. 


People working in the field of family counselling need special training, it was 
agreed. Since not all churches can have their own specialist, it is essential; 
said the participants, for the churches to share experts on an ecumenical basis. 
Already this is being done in some places. fang 


“Experience shows," said the Rev. Matti Joensuu of the WCC Department on 
Cooperation of Mén and Women, "that when churches work together on practical 
problems such as this, ecumenical cooperation develops rapidly. In the Caribbean 
area and parts of Asia, Protestants and Roman Catholics are already cooperating." 


Because cultural patterns differ from country to country and because there are 
few scholarships available to send persons to another country for training, 
the consultation recommended that the churches looks for experts experienced in 
supervision who could spend at least one or two years on another continent 
providing training on a regional basis. 


Research should be carried out in family counselling centres which have daily 
contact with people having problems, consultants said. Such centres can give 
practical pointers to researchers, and can even stimulate theological re-thinking 
about family problems. 


The World Council of Churches was asked to establish a clearing-house which could 
channel information about countries needing specialists in family life education’ 
and specialists willing to go on such assignments. It was also suggested that an 
ad hoc committee be set up to locate money available from churches, foundations, 
governments and individuals which could be used for training programmes. The 

group urged the WCC to keep an expert on family problems on the staff continuously. 


Churches were encouraged to cooperate with "secular authorities", other voluntary 
associations, and the specialized agencies of the United Nations. 


In view of cooperation already achieved between Protestant and Roman Catholic 
churches in some regions, the consultants said: "Such cooperation at regional 
level only leads us to look eagerly for a widening and deepening of this form of 
cooperation on the world level, . 


"It is our greatest hope that those responsiblé for initiating and developing 
programmes of ectmenical cooperation will give high priority to those which serve 


famil 1es é 
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The consultation was sponsored ‘by the WCC Department on Cooperation of Men and 
Women in Church, Family and Society and was chaired by the Rey. Dr. David R. Mace, 
executive director of the American Association of Marriage Counsellors. ., Msgr. Dr. 
Paul Adenauer of Cologne, Germany ,represented, the Roman Catholi¢ Church. 


EPS, Geneva 


FUTURE OF FAITH AND ORDER DISCUSSION 
PLANNED BY COMMISSION AT BRISTOL 


(Bristol) - New directions for the future of Faith and Order work were the focus 
of planning during the final week of the WCC Faith and Order Commission's meeting 
here July 29 to August 8th, 


By its decision to give top priority to a study on the Christian doctrine of.man, 
to be entitled "Man in Nature and History", the 120 member international 
commission moved in an exciting.new direction from its past efforts. 


"The overriding question," said one commission report, "is no longer how tradi- 
tional differences can be overcome by new statements, but how faith is possible 
at all, and how the Church should answer the situation of the modern world. 

The question must arise whether the God of the Bible has any relation to the 
modern scientific world-view," 


Even the traditional issues in Faith and Order have to be approached anew, the 
Commission concluded. Such topics as scripture and tradition, ordination, 

early church councils, and principles of biblical interpretation still need study, 
discussion, and action, But earlier attempts to find an all-embracing consensus 
may have been misleading. 


Professor Edmund Schlink of Heidelberg, Germany, told the group that its new 
task should be to show! what differences are compatible within the unity of 
the Church. 


"There should be no attempt to try to harmonize the various doctrines of the 
Church found in the New Testament. Then we would be able to see the historical 
necessity of many different forms of proclamation, service and dogma", he said. 


Any attempt to comprehend differences within unity must today take into account 
the concerns of the "theologians of the secular", and the theological debates 
going on within the Roman Catholic Church, was the burden of an address by 

Prof. John Meyendorff of the Russian Orthodox Creek Catholic Church of North 
America. He urged members to face Squarely the challenges of the younger gene- 
ration, and to broaden the base of the Faith and Order Commission to include more 
members from churches outside the WCC memberhip, including both Roman Catholics 
_and conservative Protestants, 


In this connexion a revised constitution will be presented to the WCC Central 
Committee meeting in Crete, August 15-26, One provision would enlarge the 
membership of the Commission from 120 to 150, thus allowing for increased 
representation of non-member churches, 


(more) 
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The unity of the Church continues to be central to the commission's work - but 
here too there are new dimensions. A paper on "Catholicity" presented at 
Bristol was commended for its attention to the problems which cause tensions 
within the churches, as well as between them. In its final form the document 


Addressing the Closing plenary session, the retiring chairman of the commission's 
working committee, the Bishop of Bristol, cited three paradoxes that have 

emerged in Faith and Order work in ‘recent years: "While ideas about unity are 

fluid and exciting, churches as institutions remain tough and impervious to the 
changes which union would make necessary... While the need for unity daily 

becomes more obvious, some ,not least the young, bypass concern for institutional 
unity .and call primarily for devotion to some great cause such as peace or racial 
justice... While the ecumenical movement is growing more coherent it is increasingly 
difficult to define the responsibility of Faith and Order." , 


concern for Christian truth. 


But he posed a question: "How many things are there that God will conceal from 


the churches in their present disunity and reveal to them only when they are 
united?" t 


Five observers were present at Bristol. Dr. Paul Rees of World Vision, Inc., 
and the Rey. Johni Stam of the Latin America Mission represented conservative 
Protestant interest, and Dr. Rees delivered a plenary address. Representing the 
Roman Catholic Church were Fr. John Long, S.J. of the Secretariat for Christian 
unity, Fr. René Beaupére, O.P. of France, and Fr. Kevin Macnamara of Ireland. 
Fr. John Coventry, S.J. attended in his Capacity as consultant to the British 
Council of Churches, and Fr. David J, Bowman, S.J. as a member of the Faith and 
Order Department of the National Council of Churches in the U.S.A. 


New officers of ‘the commission were elected as follows: Bishop-elect Hans H. 

Harms of Oldenburg, Germany, replaces Prof, Paul Minear of the U.S.A. as chairman; 
Prof. J. Robert Nelson, a Methodist of the Boston University School of Theology, 
succeeds the Rt, Rev. Oliver S. Tomkins, Bishop of Bristol, as chairman of the 
Working Committee. New vice-chairmen of the commission are Prof, Meyendorff; 


and the Rt. Rev. D. Harold de Soysa, Bishop of Colombo, who comes from the Church 
of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon, EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION INSTITUTE 
STRESSES ORIENTATION ON NEEDS 


(Nairobi) - Christian educators from 75 countries were confronted by fundamental 
questions about the nature of their enterprise when they met in the Fourth 
World Institute on Christian Education, held here from July 17 to 28, 


Sponsored by the World Council of Christian Education, the Nairobi institute 
brought together 375 specialists in Christian education from six continents. 
They met in University College of the University of East Africa. 


Theme of the meeting was "God's People in God's World: Living, Learning, Teaching". 


The institute's value was to be found in its success as an educational experience 
for participants, rather than in documents produced, according to WCCE general 
secretary the Rev. Ralph N. Mould, 


"You can only take back yourselves", Mr. Mould told delegates at a closing 
plenary worship service. 


Much of the institute was conducted in small groups around educationally 
relevant issues: daily work; structures of church and society; tension between 
generations; racial and cultural differences; state education; just and peaceful 
international order; public and private worship. 


Participants sgught answers to the question: How can we best educate adults, 
as well as childrén and youth, not only to understand the Christian faith but 
also to participate intelligently and constructively in their communities, 
nations and the world as Christians - equipped and ready to serve others in 
their needs? 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, and Senator Roy G. Neehall of 
Trinidad delivered major plenary addresses. Others were given by ecumenical, 
political and educational leaders from Asia, Africa, Europe and North and South 
America. 


According to Mr. Mould, the institute "clearly came out" for orienting Christian 
education toward producing "disciples who understand the total world and human 
affairs as God's world and therefore their arena for practical service" to 
personal and social needs of people. 


"The central issue", he said, is whether Christian educators will follow the 
direction taken in the institute or “continue in the old, traditional transmissive 
sense instilling individual faith and piety". 


At the WCCE's World Representative Assembly immediately following the Institute, 
Dr. Charles Malik, former president of the UN General Assembly and now professor 

of philosophy at American University in Beirut, was elected president of the 

World Council of Christian Education for the next quadrennium. Re-elected as 

World Chairman was Bishop Reuben Mueller of the USA. Vice-chairmen are V. M. Koshy 
of India, Emanuel Jung of Switzerland, Dr. Gerald Knoff of the USA. Others named 
to the Board of Managers include Samuel Amissah of the AACC, Kyaw Than of the 

EACC, Dean Federico Pagura of Buenos Aires, Bishop Samuel of the UAR, Albert 
Isteero of the NECC, EPS, Geneva 
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REFORMED ALLIANCE URGES 
ADJUDICATION, PEACE WORK 


(Toronto, Canada) - Until nations are willing to submit to effective 
adjudication of international disputes, voluntary negotiation among parties 
involved in conflict holds the greatest promise of reaching just settlements. 


This was the crux of a brief declaration on peace adopted by the executive 
committee of the World Alliance of Reformed churches at the conclusion of its 
annual meeting here, July 27 to August 1. é 


The statement has been transmitted to the WCC Commission of the Churches on 

International Affairs as an expression of thinking on questions of peace and 
justice among 55 million Reformed and Presbyterian Christians throughout the 
world. 


The committee declared that its members "long for peace among all nations". 


But it observed, "the nations do not yet appear to be ready to limit their 
sovereignty by submitting to a court with competence to adjudicate their 
conflicts and an executive with power to implement the court's decisions." 


Therefore, the WARC's 106 member churches are called upon "to seek... a 
climate conducive to the resolution of tensions" through voluntary negotiations 
between conflicting states. 


In other actions, the Toronto meeting: 


~ for the first time received observers from the Lutheran World Federation 
and the Reformed Ecumenical Synod; . 


- set up joint ad hoc committees on structure and publications. with the 
International Congregational Council, to prepare for the projected 1970 
merger of the two world bodies; 


- reaffirmed the WARC's support of WCC initiatives in dialogue with the Roman 
Catholic Church, in lieu of starting bilateral Reformed conversations at 
the world level with the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity; 


~ granted financial support to an ecumenical church and society study-education 
project in Indonesia. EPS, Geneva 


ARCHBISHOP IERONYMOS ANNOUNCES 
LARGE-SCALE TRANSFER OF CLERGY 


(Athens) ~ Nearly 200 Greek Orthodox priests presently serving in Athens and 
other large cities will be transferred to villages in Northern Greece where 

there is a shortage of priests, Archbishop Ieronymos of Athens, Primate of Greece, 
told a press conference here, 


He said that 100 priests now serving in Athens will be transferred to villages 
near the frontier and that another 90 will be transferred from other dioceses, 
particularly from towns with populations of more than 30,000. The priests trans* 
ferred will be given their former salaries plus an added allowance of 50%, he said 


(more) 


No. 29 - 17th August, 1967 11 


The archbishop also announced a change in the system of donations formerly 
given to the clergy at such cerémonies as baptisms, weddings and funerals. 
These fees, he said, will not be expected in the Athens archdiocese from 
families which have more than four children. EPS, Geneva 


SPOKESMEN THANK WCC 
FOR AID TO REFUGEES 


(Geneva) - Church and government authorities in Egypt have thanked the World 
Council of Churches for its concern and help in the recent Middle East crisis. 


"I appreciate greatly the kind concern of the WCC, in the Arab countries, and 
its interest in meeting the needs of war victims, espécially in medicaments", 
wrote the Minister of Health of the United Arab Republic, El-Nabawy El-Mohandes, 
on August 5, 


He informed the General Secretary of the World Council, Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, that two shipments of medicaments have arrived in Cairo. They came from 
churches in Germany and the United States. 


An amount of $14,500 received from the World Council of Churches has been used 
for the purchase of insulin. 


The urgent need for medicines is also expressed in a letter received from 
Patriarch Kyrillos VI of Alexandria, head of the Coptic Orthodox Church. 


A further letter of thanks, from the Deputy Minister of Social Affairs of the 
United Arab Republic, expressed "appreciation of the human concern of the WGC 
toward the war victims and refugees in the Arab countries". 

EPS, Geneva 


DICARWS COMMITTEE TOLD OF 
MIDDLE EAST AID NETWORK 


(Geneva) - A Christian network of aid established throughout the Middle East 

to help people of every kind who have suffered in consequence of the recent war 
was reported to the summer meeting of the WCC's Divisional Committee on Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service when it met here August 8-9. 


The Most Rev. Campbell MacInnes, Anglican Archbishop of Jerusalem, who is a 
member of the Committee, told how a coordinating committee has been set up in 
Israel to bring together representatives of sixteen agencies engaged in emergency 
relief and rehabilitation. 


Two staff members of the Near East Council of Churches, Mr. J. Richard Butler 
and Mr. Yoon Gu Lee, told how similar coordinating committees have been set up 
in other Middle East countries. 


On many of these committees, Roman Catholic and Lutheran agencies are represented 
together with Orthodox and Protestant representatives along with governmental, 
international, and secular agencies. 


(more) 
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Pastor Eugene Ries of the Lutheran World Federation/World Service told the 
Divisional Committee that perhaps only one-third of the estimated 200,000 
refugees now in Jordan were likely to return to their former homes in Israeli- 
occupied territory. . 


Other facts about the situation reported to the Committee included} 
- Most of the 450,000 refugees in Gaza are without work or income; 


- Syria's refugees, who numbered more than 140,000 on June 5, have increased 
since then by a further 117,000; 


- In Israel the government estimates that among the Arabs 40,000 men are 
unemployed. . 


The World Council of Churches has appealed for an initial $2,000,000 to aid 
war victims throughout the Middle East and to restart compassionate work among 
the distressed of all nationalities and religions in every country affected by 
the recent conflict. 


The Divisional Committee was told that the response to this appeal in cash and 
material goods had so far equalled about three-quarters of a million dollars. 
aid 


Long-term rehabilitation projects, to follow the immediate relief work, that 

the committee approved include agricultural settlements, self-help undertakings, 
vocational training, assistance to students, and a fund for small loans for 
professional persons and former civil servants who are at present without income 
or resources, 


In another action the Committee, jointly with the Division of World Mission and 
Evangelism, recommended the creation of a WCC Christian Medical Commission. 
This body would be an advisory and consultative agency, and although administra- 
tively related to DWME, would serve all the Divisions of the WCC as well as 
National Christian Councils, churches, and mission organizations. It would 
strive to promote the more effective use of resources for medical work by 
establishing structures for joint planning and action between the churches 
themselves and between churches, voluntary agencies, and governments. 

EPS, Geneva 


SPANISH PROTESTANTS URGE 
SOLIDARITY FACING NEW LAW 


(Madrid) - Pentecostal, Lutheran and Presbyterian ministers here have called 
on all Protestants to unite in an attitude of solidarity against the recently 
enacted law on religious liberty. 


At a recent meeting, 35 Pentecostal ministers agreed to refuse to register 
° ? . ° ° 
their churches as "confessional associations", according to a spokesman. 


The new law ostensibly guarantees religious freedom to non-Roman Catholics in 
Spain. Protestants object, however, particularly to the provision requiring 
that congregations register with the Ministry of Justice. Once registered, 


authorities will have the right to demand membership lists as well as financial 
statements from the churches, 
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In another statement, Lutheran and Presbyterian spokesmen said that definitive 
action by Spain's seven Protestant denominations is expected in October. 


"If, as is expected, the seven agree to abstain from meeting the legal requisite, 
then the government will be faced with open insubordination on our part", they 
said. "If the authorities close one church then they will have to close all of 
them." EPS, Geneva 
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PHOTO OLKOUMENE 


MINISTERING TO 
"THE MEN OF THE ROAD" 
(see photos 125-128) 


On a busy highway between Tokyo and Shimonoseki, Japan, an average of three 
vehicles pass every second during the peak periods of traffic. Here the 
Rev. Michio Imai has located the Traffic Labor Welfare Center, an important 
ministry to "the men of the road", 


Sponsored by the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan), the center provides 
meals, sleeping quarters, and counselling services for truck drivers. It also 

serves as a "church by the side of the road", holding weekly worship services, 

and encourages basic research on traffic safety. 


In an effort to extend his ministry "Pop" Imai, the center's director, recently 
completed a two-week tour of highways in the Hokkaido region to discuss traffic 
problems and evangelism. He met with pastors, businessmen and public officials 
in a dozen cities and towns. In several cities forums were held on traffic 
safety. 


Mr. Imai encouraged the pastors to become acquainted with police officers and 
other officials, to establish coffee shops that would serve people in various 
walks of life, and to consider starting a "mobile" church to reach people who 
must live "mobile lives". EPS, Geneva 


eo, Oe COR 


Soon after the outbreak of hostilities in the Middle East, the World Council 

of Churches appealed for $2,000,000 to aid war victims throughout the area 

and to restart compassionate work among the distressed of all nationalities and 
religions in every country affected by the conflict. 


In response to the WCC appeal, more than $300,000 was quickly forthcoming, and 
the total continues to mount. A great deal of material aid such as tents, 
blankets, food and medicines has been sent for use in emergency relief pro- 
grammes. Efforts to coordinate the work with that of Roman Catholic agencies and 
others have been most successful. The Lutheran World Federation is seeking 
$1,500,000 to finance its own programmes for war victims. 


113. Workers unload tents, blankets, bedlinen and kitchen utensils at airport 
in Amman, Jordan. These supplies were sent by "Diakonische Werk" of the Pro- 
testant Church in Germany, which provided five plane-loads of emergency aid to 
5,000 Jordanian refugees. 114, As soon as the war ended three WCC staff members 


| a, 
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flew to the scene to assess the needs. Left to right: Rey, Elfan Rees of 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs; Father Paul Verghese, 

WCC associate general secretary; Rev. George Tsetsis, associate secretary for 
Orthodox churches and countries. (EPS No. 23). 115. A frail old woman crosses 
the Allenby Bridge over Jordan River on the back of a fellow refugee. 116. 

Some of the 46,000 Arab refugees being sheltered in eight tent camps on east 
bank of the Jordan. 117. A daily ration of bread is doled out. 118. Homeless 
for the second time in her life, an Arab woman is the picture of despair. 

119. Awaiting assignment to a temporary shelter. 120. A cast-off pyjama 
jacket serves as a dress for homeless refugee chold. 121. Two hot meals a day 
are provided by United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA). 122. One of 
the six tent camps set up by UNRWA to shelter thousands of new refugees who 

left their homes on Jordan's west bank and fled to the east. (Photos 115 to 
122 by courtesy of UNRWA.) 


Back page. 123. Latest well-drilling equipment to reach India as part of the 
churches’ drive against the root causes of hunger is now operating at Indore, 
Madhya Pradesh State. David Eadie, a Canadian engineer and lay missionary, 
directs the team operating the rig, one of more than 20 provided by AFPRO 
(Action for Food Production), a joint organisation of Protestant, Roman Catholic 
and secular agencies. 124. Pope Paul and the Ecumenical Patriarch of 
Constantinople, Athenagoras, during Pope's recent visit to Istanbul. 


125. The Rev. Michio Imai, whose work is described in "Ministering to the Men 
of the Road" on page’, listens to truck driver seeking advice on a personal 
problem. 126. At church-sponsored Amen Restaurant Mr. Imai, a former chef, 
urges truckers to eat less rice and more meat and vegetables to build stamina 
for their arduous jobs. 127. Three vehicles pass the Traffic Labor Welfare 
Center every second during heaviest hours of traffic. 128, Pastor Imai has 

a kind word and a ready smile for Japan's men “on the move". 


The Christian Pavilion at Expo 67 in Montreal has been both hailed and condemned. 
Harvey Cox, well-known U.S. theologian and author of "The Secular City", wrote 

in the magazine "Commonweal" (May 26): "It is not only one of the best exhibits 
at the fair but a moving example of how the Gospel can be presented to late 
20th-century man in a vigorous contemporary idiom... Gerhard Ebeling once 

said that in order to talk in a worldly way about God we must learn to talk in 

a godly way about the world. Somehow it puts the rest of Expo 67 in perspective." 
129. Montage in the first area speaks of man's day-to-day existence. 130. In 
the "negative zone" the visitor becomes aware of hatred, family quarrels, 
starvation and war, resulting from man's attempt to conduct his life without 

God. 131. On a structure resembling a children's jungle-gym are mounted dozens 
of large photograph§ of man as he is now ~ neither hunched in despair nor 
steering rockets to Venus. "The effect is breathtaking," according to Cox, 

"a masterpiece of indirect communication." 
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CHURCH CONCERNS FOR WORLD PEACE 
REVIEWED BY WORLD COUNCIL LEADERS 


(Heraklion, Crete) - In a broad review of world problems - ranging from the war 
in Vietnam to the mounting crisis in global food supplies - the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs reported August 18 to the WCC Central 
Committee. , 


At the same time, the commission proposed that the policy-makers consider for 
approval a statement urging all parties to the Vietnam war to negotiate instead 
of continuing the fighting. 


"Let each party, by its own initiatives, demonstrate that it is committed to 
peaceful settlement and is ready to take reasonable risks", said the proposed 
statement. It called for three specific courses of action! 


1, That the United States cease the bombing of North Vietnam. 


2, That North Vietnam, “either in advance of or in response to the cessation 
of bombing", indicate readiness to move toward negotiation. 


3, That South Vietnam also move simultaneously toward negotiation and agree 
that the National Liberation Front be represented in the talks. 


The proposed statement was to come back to the floor of the Central Committee 
for action -24 August. 


The CCIA further proposed action on a statement on "limitations in modern 
warfare", calling for conformity to the following humane principles as originally 
propounded by the International Red Cross: 


1, That no party to a conflict has a right to use all means of injuring the 
enemy without limitation. 


2. That attacks against civilian populations be prohibited. 


3. That clear distinction be made in war between armed services and civilians, 
sparing the latter as much as possible, 


4, And that the general principles of the Law of War apply to nuclear weapons. 


In his report as CCIA chairman, Sir Kenneth Grubb, lay leader of the Church of 
England, said that the new law on religious liberty in Spain has created "a pro- 
foundly unsatisfactory situation", as far as Protestant or Evangelical churches 
in that country are concerned. According to Dr. Angel Carrillo de Albornoz, 
head of the WCC Secretariat on Religious Liberty, the law (passed June 26) 
"Flatly ignores the standards set forth in the Vatican declaration" which earlier 
encouraged a liberalization of Spain’ 8 restrictive laws governing religious 
practices. 


Eight key Leader? of the Evangelical churches in Spain strongly Brotesten that 
their churches "were not simply legal associations, as the law maintains" 
(EPS No. 28.) (mori 
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The Spanish Protestant leaders have asked their government to grant three 
requests, Sir Kenneth continued: (1) that non-Catholic churches be free at 

all times to maintain relations with churches outside Spain; (2) that guaran- 
tees be written into the law giving all individuals full religious liberty, 

and (3) that the churches "be free to maintain a full and normal church life, 
teaching preaching publicly, owning property necessary for their activities, and 
developing and supporting their own institutions". 


Sir Kenneth voiced the churches’ continuing concern for the Middle East situation, 
reporting several actions taken by CCIA and the WCC general secretariat at the 
height of the crisis (EPS No. 20). 


In addition, he stated that a consultation of 19 persons was held in Geneva on 
August 3 under CCIA auspices and including representatives of the churches in 
the Middle East and some members of the Commission. Its purpose was "to 
measure the depth and nature of the acute tensions in this sensitive part of 

the world", and to consider "all, and not only selected, aspects of the problem, 


"The Arab Christian leaders were uneasy over some of the actions taken by the 
Council, and this was frankly discussed. Indeed it was the main purpose of the 
consultation that this should be possible in an atmosphere of Christian fraternity 
and understanding", said Sir Kenneth. 


After the Arab Christians had presented their concerns, some of those present 
from outside the area raised a few questions regarding prospects for an eventual 
settlement, the safeguarding of the rights and freedoms of minorities, and the 
role which the World Council might play if so requested by member churches. 


A special subcommittee of the CCIA Executive Comhittee met afterwards and con- 
sidered the matter at length. The Executive itself debated the subject for 
more than four hours. This week one of the Central Committee's reference com- 
mittees had the Middle East issue under debate. 


In his report as CCIA director, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, New York, ranged over a 
wide area of concern for human rights and freedoms, outlining the churches' 
active support and work on behalf of the United Nations' Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. He predicted strong participation in observance of the 
International Year for Human Rights in 1968, 


The CCIA continues to press, in the United Nations and elsewhere, for clear and’ 
acceptable definitions of all human rights, with particular reference to religious 
freedom, Dr. Nolde stated. 


In commenting on the fact that the WCC Central Committee is meeting on Greek soil, 
(in response to an invitation extended two years ago by the Orthodox Church of » 
Crete), Dr. Nolde said: 


"We are meeting here in Crete, grateful for the warm hospitality extended to us, 
but not unaware of the political difficulties during these recent times. I 

would fail in my duty", he continued, “if I did not report that the various 
officers of the CCIA and of the World Council have received several representations 
of dissent and criticism. In a manner appropriate within the ecumenical fellow- 
ship, these concerns have been made known and reassurance given in the course of 
lengthy conversations... The promise given in advance that this meeting of the 
Central Committee could be conducted in complete freedom from censorship has been 


honoured, as we knew it would be, and for that too we are grateful." 
(more) 
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Dr. Nolde did not elaborate further on this matter. 


In a separate presentation by the CCIA the race between mounting populations 
and the world's food supply was cited as full of danger. No early reduction 
in population growth rates can be expected, the report said, despite current 
efforts to promote family planning. Meanwhile, world food reserves are dimini- 
shing and, in many areas, food production tends to lag. The churches continue. 
to collaborate with international organizations wrestling with this nagging 
problem, the report said, as well as conducting their own world-wide programmes 
to discourage excessive population growth and to feed hungry millions. 

EPS, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL EFFORT SEEN DRAWING 
WCC AND ROMAN CATHOLICS CLOSER 


(Heraklion, Crete) - The World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic 
Church are being drawn closer together by their common efforts to promote the 
ecumenical movement, a leading Swiss theologian told the Central Committee of 
the World Council here Auecust 17. 


Dr. Lukas Vischer, director of the WCC Faith and Order Commission, presented 

the second official report of the Roman Catholic-WCC Joint Workine Group (JWG), 
which he serves as co-secretary with Father Jérome Hammer, 0.P. Father Hammer, 
who is associate general secretary of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity in Rome. is attending the WCC Central Committee meeting in 
Heraklion as an official observer of the Roman Catholic Church. 


Periodic reports are made to the parent bodies of the Joint Working Group - the 
Central Committee of the World Council and the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity. The same report was presented to the Vatican Secretariat this 
summer - 


"The Joint Workine Group is in clear agreement that there is one ecumenical | 
movement, not two. We are seeking the role that the two groups must play in 
serving this movement", Dr. Vischer stated. 


Acknowledging that it is often asked whether the Roman Catholic Church plans to . 
join the WCC, Dr. Vischer told the Central Committee that the JWG thinks that 
"for the moment the common cause of Christian unity would not be furthered if 
the Roman Catholic Church were to join the World Council". 


For one thing, the two groups are not comparable. The WCC is a fellowship of 
territorial churches, whereas the Roman Catholic church is a world church. 


Episcopal conferences of the Roman Catholic Church are the parallel to the WCC's 
member churches. 


The JWG's report speaks in general terms of "the need for reformulating in the 
near future the mandate of the group and modifying its composition.” Partly 
this reflects the increasing number of questions the group must study and the 
fact that its fourteen members do not feel they have the time and competence to 
judge such a broad range of subjects, Dr. Vischer noted. 


On the subject of mixed marriage, the second report states that the question 
has been examined, but no joint report was forthcoming. 


(more) 
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First, the WCC held a consultation in 1966 of its member churches, which 
include Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox communions. The paper this group 
prepared was considered by’the members of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity and met with a favourable response, according to Dr. Vischer. 
However, while it is possible to have WCC-RC conversations, it is difficult to 
arrive at a common report, he noted. 


The JWG also studied the problems of religious liberty, examining the Vatican 
Council's Declaration on Religious Liberty and various WCC statements. 


"There is basic agreement on what the principle of religious liberty requires 

in practice", says the second official report of the JWG. "The texts on both 
sides give a sufficient basis for mutual understanding and possibly common 
action when practical problems arise. Therefore, though the problems of 
religious liberty must continue to be discussed in ecumenical dialogue, there is 
good reason to hope that in the course of time on the basis of the agreement 
reached, still existing tensions may be overcome." 


Since division is an obstacle to the effective proclamation of the Gospel, and a 
common witness will proclaim the Gospel more effectively, the JWG is particularly 
anxious to examine the possibility of common witness in missionary situations. 

A special working party should be set up as soon as possible to look into both the 
theological and practical aspects of the problem, the JWG recommended. 


The faith and worship of the churches has been one of the major areas under con- 
sideration by the Joint Working Group. Progress continues toward the setting 

of a common date for Easter. A fuller measure of agreement has been reached 
both on the concept of prayer for unity and on ways of preparing for the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity throughout the world. A Joint Theological Commission 
has been appointed to examine and discuss "the deepest differences between the 
churches." 


The role of the laity in the ecumenical movement has received high priority in 
the Joint Working Group's discussions. Informal discussions took place at 
Glion, Switzerland, in 1964, and Gazzada, Italy, in 1965. Programme planning 
of the forthcoming Third World Congress for the Lay Apostolate in Rome this 
October has been on a cooperative basis. 


Various WCC member-churches have been invited to send observer-consultants to 
participate fully in the discussions and seminars. 


The changing roles a women and forms of service in the churches was discussed 

in 1965, near Rome, by an international, ecumenical group of lay women, deaconesses 
and religious under joint Roman Catholic-World Council sponsorship. Similar 
gatherings were held in 1966, in Switzerland, and June 1967 at Taizé, France. 


Service to humanity is another important aspect of the Joint Working Group's 
activity. This includes the long-term efforts toward international social 
justice, common study, development programmes, the influencing of public opinion, 
and education, as well as immediate relief in emergency situations. 


One of the most striking cooperative ventures was the formation of the inter- 
church agency (AFPRO) organized to distribute goods to help combat India's 
devastating famine. 


The JWG has met five times since it was organized. Co-chairmen are Bishop Jan 
G.W. Willebrands, secretary of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
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STUDY REVEALS INCREASING 
LAY INTEREST IN THEOLOGY 


(Heraklion, Crete) - At a time when ‘sone aré saying “God is dead", a surprising 
number of laymen throughout the world want to study theology, a field of know- 
ledge traditionally pursued by the clergy. 


This is one of the findings of a four year study to be completed in 1968. Con- 
ducted by the World Council of Churches, the study is probing the changing 
patterns of ministry and theological education. 


In an interim report to the Central Committee of the World Council here August 18, 
the Rev. Steven G. Mackie, executive director of the study, said that theological 
education is not just "training for the ordained ministry". Instead it is to ~ 
help every member of the Church "to go as far as possible in grasping the faith, 
and relating it to life in the world..." , 


He was reporting on the recent World Consultation on Theological Education held 
in Norwood, England this summer (EPS No. 28) to determine the lines of the final 
report, which Mr. Mackie will draft by February 1968. 


The consultation called for co-ordinated theological education for ministers 
and laymen in the same institutions. It also urged that study be on an inter- 
denominational basis, with denominational schools and programmes providing "any. 
special confessional instruction of training that their churches require”. 


In addition, the report stressed the need to place the student at the centre 
of theological education, not the teacher. "Teaching must be student-oriented 
rather than teacher-dominated", it said. 

7; 
Theological education should be given in "continuous dialogue with the contem- 
porary world", the consultation said, adding that in this context the whole 
curriculum should be rethought. 


Regional and national consultations on patterns have been held in Europe, Asia 

and North America since.the study began. There is general agreement out of these 
encounters, that more specialised ministries, are required to meet the needs of 
today's complex and pluralistic society. "No single pattern of ministry can 
ensure that the Church's witness is made at every point, and that every social 
group receives adequate pastoral care", Mr. Mackie said. 


One of the most notable specialised ministries is the Mission of France, an 
organisation of Roman Catholic priests working in highly-secularised rural and 
industrial areas. Always identifying with the underprivileged, the priests live 
together and work as a team gathering groups of laymen about them. Some engage 
in secular work as well. The Church of England, already engaged in various 
specialised ministries, is watching this work with much interest. 


Other examples of specialised ministries are the Evangelical Academies in 
Germany; so-called coffee house ministries in the United States; urban and 
industrial missions on several continents; team ministries of the Church of 
England, where half-a-dozen rural parishes too spread out to have separate 
priests can be operated by several; the Orthodox Greek priests working with 


migrant workers ‘in Germany. 
(more 
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Another major consensus emerging fton patterns-of-ministry consultations is the 
need to clarify much more than has been done the relationship between the 
ministry and the laity. Until this. is done, ministers will remain unclear 
about their roles. 


Mr. Mackie noted two views, not necessarily ofthat that have been stated 
so far: 


- "the minister is a layman trained and appointed to do a particular job, 
which is often admittedly ill-defined, but which is in general concerned 
with equipping the other members of the Church; 


- "the minister has the function, distinguishing him from the layman, of 
representing Christ in his Church = a function most clearly seen when 
he celebrates the sacraments, proclaims the Word of God or exercises 
pastoral rule in the congregation." _ EPS, Geneva 


DR. VISCHER REPORTS 
BRISTOL DECISIONS 


(Heraklion, Crete) - "It is paradoxical that just at the moment when all churches 
are finally prepared to discuss their differences together, they discover that 
the really crucial issues lie somewhere else", Dr. Lukas Vischer, director of the 
World Council of Churches" Secretariat for Faith and Order, told the ‘Central 
Committee at its annual meeting here (August 15 to 26). 


To the surprise,of many, the theologians attending the recent meeting of the 

Faith and Order Commission in Bristol. England agreed that new problems in. the 
field, which cut across all denominations are more pressing than the questions that 
have traditionally divided one denomination from another. (EPS No. 29.) 


"The unanimous feeling at Bristol", according to Dr. Vischer, "was that primary 
attention should henceforth be devoted to the new faith and order questions". 

In this category he listed the authority of the Bible and its interpretation, 
what is the nature of man, and the place of the institution in the life of the 
Church. " 


"If the Faith and Order Commission is to help the churches find unity today, it 
must deal with these tension areas", said Dr. Vischer. 


Traditional differences cannot simply be pushed aside, Dr. Vischer noted, 
because they will simply come up again. Thus studies on the ministry and the 
sacraments, baptism and ordination will be carried out. 


However, the commission will devote major attention to a study on "Man in Nature 
and History". 


"The great controversies in the churches today all seem to spring from the question: 
what is man?", Dr. Vischer told the Central Committee. Can hermeneutical 
questions and questions about interpretation of Scripture be answered without a 
deeper uneerErspeine of what the Gospel has to say about man? 


On the other ind, the World Conference on Church and boalaty spoke of the 
"humanum" as the criterion by which the Christian judges changes in today's world. 


(more) 
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Theologians at Bristol felt that a study of the nature of man might "lead to 
the centre ane thus liberate us from superficial differences which may be quite 


unnecess ary" 


Dr. Vischer also told the Central Committee about the Bristol discussion on 
method. Originally the comparative method was used, but since 1952 the 
Christological method has replaced it. 


At Bristol, attention was constantly drawn to the fact that in the future far 
more attention must be paid to the "differences and oppositions" in the New 
Testament. "Tt must not be taken for granted that the New Testament contains 
one definite Christology and one definite ecclesiology", the director said. 


"A methodical study of the differences in the New Testament on the one hand ana 
of the differences which separate the churches today on the other might open.up 
new possibilities for a deeper understanding of unity", said Dr. Vischer. "It 
remains to be seen whether the Bristol meeting really proves another turning 
point in method." 


Participants at Bristol also stressed the need to make the commission more in- 
clusive, alloting more seats to non-member churches. The Central Committee 
will be asked to vote later this week on a proposal to increase the number of 
commission members from the present 120 to 150. | EPS, Geneva 


DR. BLAKE WARNS AGAINST 
EXCESS. FAITH IN RATIONALISM 


(Heraklion, Crete) - A warning against putting too much faith in rationalism 

and too little faith in the wisdom and power of God was voiced by Dr. Eugene 

Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, in a sermon 
_ delivered here August 20 at St. Minas Cathedral. 


The large Byzantine church was the scene of King Constantine's appearance 
August 15 when he participated in ceremonies opening the 20th annual meeting of 
the World Council's Central Committee. 


Dr. Blake's sermon, midway through the committee's 12-day deliberations, was 
addressed both,to the World Council governing body and to the populace of 
Heraklion. 


Noting that the church in which he was speaking was a relatively short distance 
from the ancient gi ty of Corinth, Dr. Blake felt it appropriate to take his 


text from St. Paul's First Epistle to the Corinthians, ibis chapter 3, 
verse 11. 


In this letter, according to Dr. Blake, St. Paul “attacked Christian rationalism, 
humanistic pride of intellect and the tendencies toward Gnosticism", which were 
dividing the first-century Church. 


Paul's admonitions "are sharply pertinent to many of the most serious strains 
upon the ectmenical movement today", Dr. Blake noted. "I refer to the 
- (more) 
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conservative and progressive parties and partisanships which appear in all our 
churches and confessions and cut across them", said the WCC general secretary. 


"Today conservative evangelicals attack ecumenists as being entirely dependent 
on man's wisdom, while I could just as easily attack the conservative 
evangelicals for the humanistic rationalism of their systems." 


"The rationalistic danger which the Apostle castigated in the ancient Church 
of Corinth is a natural and even carnal danger to every system of Christian 
thought and theology", Dr. Blake stated. 


Also it is the cause of division, for it involves trusting in one’s own 
wisdom rather than in "the power and wisdom of God". . 


As a corrective to this false faith in rationalism, Paul speaks of the 
Church as a building whose foundation is Jesus Christ (chapter 3, verse 11). 


"Notice how very personal is this understanding of the nature of the Church", 
said Dr. Blake. "It is founded on Jesus Christ himself and it consists of 
human persons." 


"Like the Coriathians", Dr. Blake continued, "we all run the danger of taking so 
seriously the different ways in which we came to be related to Jesus Christ 
that He is often displaced from this central relationship." 


Whilé the Apostle Paul recognized that different materials would be used’ 
to build the church, he took care not to judge between the builders. The 
judgment would come by fire, according to Paul. 


"Although the structures which we so much prize may not endure", said the 
WCC general secretary, "the gospel promise is that the personal relationship 
is not lost even when the building is shoddy. Says the Scripture: "If any 
man's work is burned, he will have to bear the loss; and yet he will escape 
with his life.’ All of us here enjoy the gospel hope and promise." 

fl 
"Jesus Christ is the personal centre of the temple of God which you are. 
And all belong to Him. This is the faith that brings us together in the 
ecumenical movement and in the World Council of Churches", said the WCC 
executive. 


Dr. Blake's sermon was preceded by the Orthodox liturgy conducted by the 


Orthodox Church of Crete, which is serving as host to the Central Committee. 
EPS, Geneva 


METHODIST OVERSEAS CONSULTATION 
URGES DIVERSITY OF MINISTRIES 


(Manchester, England) - New forms of ministries are essential in emergency 
situations but they also are good policy "whether or not emergencies come", it 
was declared in a "Letter to the Churches" from the second Methodist Church 
Connexional Overseas Consultation here last month. The findings also stressed 
the pivotal tole of the local congregation, called for recognition of the layman's 
importance to the church in his everyday life and endorsed ecumenical teams for 
urban-industrial missions. EPS, Geneva 
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JOINT WCC-RC DOLLAR COMMITMENT 
3EEN ON INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS 


‘Heraklion, Crete) - The general secretary of the World Council of Churches 
oredicted here that his organization and the Roman Catholic Church "will be 

in a position to spend some money together in 1968" in a programme for inter— 
national justice, development and peace. This,can come about if the authorities 
of the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council decide to follow recommendations 
now in written, but not final form, he explained. 


The recommendations are outlined in three areas of education and action proposed 
by the Roman Catholic-World Council Exploratory Group on Church and Society, 
Justice, Development and Peace. 


In a wide-ranging press conference here in conjunction with the meeting of the 
Central Committee, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake explained that even before the form~ 
ation of the new Roman Catholic Pontifical Commission on Justice and Peace, © 
many of the persons who became central in that development were in conversation 
with World Council personnel. On a staff level, "there has been mutual under~ 
standing to: develop this as far as our authority would allow. We are now in 
the process of getting the reaction of the authorities of both groups", he said. 


The broad area of international development will be one of the emphases of the 
World Council's Fourth Assembly in Uppsala, Sweden, in 1968, Whatever is said 
out of that meeting on the technical and moral aspects of devélopment "will have 
been very closely worked through with the Roman Catholic Church", Dr. Blake 
stated. While there is not one Christian viewpoint, we might be able to make a 
Christian statement "closer than we've been able to do in the last 1,000 years", 
-he said, | 


For the second time in the course of this meeting, the question of Roman 

Catholic admission into World Council membership was raised. Dr. Blake restated 
the reference to membership in the report of the Joint Working Group presented 
here, which called the question "hypothetical" at this time (EPS No. 29). 


This is not to "prejudge" the situation, he noted, but the request would have to 
come from the Roman Catholic Church first and then the World Council would have 
to act on it, 


"Personally, I believe the important thing is that both the Roman Catholic and 
World Council sides are.over the fear of discussing the question. They recog- 
nize that it is a theological question whether the Roman Catholic Church decides 
to join or not join the World Council of Churches. They must have a basic 
understanding of why they do or do not join. 


"Geneva and Rome are not on a one-to-one polarity", he said. "The World 
Council is a council of churches.'' When any Christian church can accept the 
basis of membership and applies, the World Council must act on its application, 
he added, , 


"It should be emphasised", Dr. Blake said, "that there is agreement on both 
sides that it is not a question to be discussed for decision at this moment". 


Asked why he was severe in his criticism of the New Theology, Dr. Blake said: — 
"Tf I have been severe .1, it is for one reason only, because the Roman Catholic 


(more) 
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and other non-member churches have the idea that the theology of the World 
Council is the New Theology. This is false. Nor is the New Theology’ the 
theology of the member churches of the World Council. 


"I have said that two points should be made by the World Council. However 
radical the questions and severe the challenges, we should be attentive to what 
proponents ae the New Theology are really saying and not try to sweep them out 
of the way.'' They seem to be saying less to the older generation than to the 
present one, "but they get a hearing when we do not", 


Dr. Blake said the World Council had to be "pastoral" to the new theologians. 
"If the Church is going to be SSH REM) it must be able to put its arms around 
such persons and say ‘You belong too' even if they seem to be speaking heresy." 
Commenting on participation of the laity at the Uppsala Assembly, Dr. Blake said 
that the World Council is less able to produce a high proportion of lay men and 
women with its growing number of member churches and the need to keep the Assembly 
within workable proportions. Most churches at the Assembly will have small 
delegations, some only one person. Churches allotted only one delegate can't 

be expected to nominate a laymen when the head of the church is a clergyman, he 
said. 


One way the World Council seeks to correct this situation is to appoint 165 


_ advisers, "Here we try to get better lay representation", Dr. Blake said. 


EPS, Geneva 


YWCA WORLD COUNCIL 
OPENS IN MELBOURNE 


(Melbourne, Australia) - Over 200 delegates from 50 countries gathered here on 
August 19 for the 12-day quadrennial meeting of the World YWCA. Under the joint 
chairmanship of the World YWCA President, Dr. Una B. Porter, 0.B.E., and the five 
vice-presidents from Jamaica, Brazil, the Netherlands, Canada and the United Arab 
Republic, the meeting was called to draw up the policy and programme of the World 
Alliance for the next four years. 


The main theme of the congress was ''The Demands of a World Community" and main 
agenda items included: national YWCA extension and development, refugee and 
emergency services, YWCA work among youth and students, group travel and exchange, 
and social and international questions, 


Also to be considered were requests for affiliation of two new YWCAs which have 
been established since 1963 in Colombia and in Papua/New Guinea and the re- 
affiliation of the YWCA of Madagascar under the revised Constitution of 1955. 


Main speakers scheduled at the congress were Dr. Robert Bilheimer, Executive 
Director of the Department of International Affairs of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the USA, introducting the theme; Dr. Phillip G. Law, C.B.E., 
an Australian, recently appointed Vice Chancellor of the new Institute of 

Colleges in Victoria, on "Education", and Mrs. Lakshmi Menon, M.A.,/L.L.B., of 
India, on "Women in Public Life". 


The Council opened at Monash University near Melbourne with a "Welcome to Australia" 
evening, at which the National President of the YWCA of Australia, Mrs. A. W. 
Burton, and the Right Honourable Paul Hasluck, Minister of External Affairs, 
welcomed the delegates on behalf of the YWCA and the Government of Australia. 
EPS, Geneva 
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Special Report 
SHEFFIELD INDUSTRIAL MISSION 


Report on a Crisis 


The words "Sheffield Industrial Mission" for many people have become synonymous 
with the venture of the Christian Church into modern industrial society to be- 
come engaged and relevant. 


SIM emerged from the war experience and rapidly became one of the most significant 
industrial team ministries oriented on Sheffield steel plants. It enlisted re= 
markable cooperation from trade unions and managements. At the same time it had 
a clear theological basis and missionary goal. | 


While the project originated in the Church of England, it developed in cooperation 
with other churches. All this made it a classic pioneering effort and prototype 
which influenced many other ministries in places as distant as the United States 
and East Africa. 


The news that SIM was in trouble therefore startled and perplexed industrial 
ministries far beyond Great Britain. 


It started with the dismissal of the key staff almost'a year ago. Soon the 
crisis challengéd the very existence and future of the project. 


A Working Party was set up early in 1967 by the Rt. Rev. John Taylor, Bishop of 
Sheffield, and its report is now available. © 


The report cites the early aims of the mission as started by the Rt. Rev. E. R. 
Wickham, now Bishop of Middleton. His book, "Church and People in an inedp taste! 
City", is not drawn upon as a source of evidence, however. 


Now, the writers suggest, the aim should be "to win to personal discipleship of 
Our Lord and to the fellowship of Hits Church those who otherwise would be de~ 
prived of faith in a secular society". They state that the mission should also 
challenge industry with Christianity, bringing the standards of faith to bear 
upon industrial ‘society and offering pastoral care to workers at all levels. 


It is recommended that the Bishop should have final responsibility for the mission 
and should have a representative of the churches cooperating in the mission along- 
side him, who would have his full confidence. “It would then be understood", 

the report states, "that the Bishop would consult these representatives before 
taking any action or forming policy..." Though expressed in moderate terms, 

this is a criticism of the way in which the Congregational and Methodist members 
of the staff were treated during the recent trouble. 


The right of appeal by any chaplain to his church superior directly in "matters 
of faith and doctrine" is recommended. The dismissed members of staff always 
said they were told they had this right, but when the crisis occurred no appeal 
was allowed. 


The publication of the report was met by silence as well as radical comment. 
The latter centered on the theological and ecumenical issues involved. 
(more) 
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Under the heading, "A Basic Theological Issue", the Néw Christian (29 June) 
comments: "Undoubtedly the handling of the 1966 staff crisis was lamentable 
and the treatment of the Methodists ‘and Congregational churches shameful." 

But it continues to say that "the issue is fundamentally a theological one, as 
was the case in the French priest-worker crisis. 


"Stated briefly, the point is whether the Church has an exclusive relationship | 
with God which enables it to put Him on offer to the rest of the world, or 
whether God is already present and at work in the world and is calling the 
Church to respond to Him wherever He may be." 


Dr. Leslie Davidson, secretary of the Methodist Home Mission Department, reacted: 
"We think mission and evangelism are grievously misunderstood if the Church con> 
strues its task to be the raiding of secular society to rescue ‘brands from the 
burning’ ." 


The British weekly, New Society, under the heading "Church Military", drew 
attention to the martial background of most members of the working party. It. 
declared that the report showed that other churches were welcome to join the 
mission's work so long as they accepted Anglican conditions and leadership.» 
The Church Times hoped that the report would enable the work to go further 
forward. 


Mr. Davidson confessed considerable disappointment, stating that it fell “far 
below the ecumenical approach which we believe is the only way which offers any 
real -hope today. The structure suggested by the Working Party is entirely a 
denominational set-up with strongly authoritarian methods." 


On the day the report was published, the leader of the British Iron and Steel 
Trade Union in an official statement declared that the union, hitherto well- 
disposed to the Mission, would refuse to cooperate with it in any way. 


The issues underlying the Sheffield Crisis are thus not solved and require wider 
discussion. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Some 220 young bop and adult leaders from 21 countries Appian an ecumenical 
youth conference on "Revolution: the Struggle for True Humanity" in Duisberg, 
West Germany, from August 1-6. Sponsored by International Christian Youth 
Exchange, the World Student Christian Federation and the Youth Department of 

the World Council of Churches, the conference passed a resolution on education 
calling for systems aimed at developing "an international man" capable of under- 
standing himself "in the context of the struggle for true humanity". 


% Rook 
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The decennial International Synod of the Moravian Church at Potstejn, 
Czechoslovakia, gave constituent provinces the right to discuss union with 
churches of other traditions, and -'with approval of the international governing 


body - enter into full unions. Mission work and "younger-older" church 
relations consumed most of the month-long meeting, to be held again in seven 
years. At that meeting, "younger" church representatives will outnumber those 


from North America and Europe for the first time. The Potstejn meeting re~ _ 
defined the office of bishop, adding to traditional ordination duties the role 
of being a "pastor to pastors" and "spiritual watchman". Also, provincial 
synods may assign administrative duties to the bishop's office. 


* * * 


Methodists of India have voted to request permission from the 1968 General 
Conference to enter a proposed united church of North India, if there is a 
favourable vote in the Indian annual conferences on the church union plan. Also, 
Malaysian and Singapore Methodists this month brought into being the autonomous 
Methodist Church of Malaysia and Singapore. In Latin America, Methodist leaders 
have agreed to move ahead with plans for some type of regional grouping that would 
bring the Methodists of 10 Latin American countries together in a new structure. 
They also agreed that ties between U.S. and British-related Methodist bodies 

in Panama and Costa Rica should be strengthened. EPS, Geneva 
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PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


This week the WCC Central Committee is holding its 20th annual meeting on the 
island of Crete. 


First page: King Constantine of Greece came to Heraklion especially for the 
opening of the Central Committee. 132. The King greets the crowds as he leaves 
St. Minas Cathedral after the opening worship. Mgr. Eugenios, at left, 
Archbishop of Crete, with World Council leaders in the background. 133. The 
King and Queen of Greece are escorted from the opening business session in St. 
Mark's Hall by Central Committee Chairman, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry. 134. Dr. 
Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the WCC, greets the King and Queen 
with a WCC President, Archbishop Iakovos, in the background. 135. Mer: 
Hieronymos, Archbishop of Athens and All Greece and the King. 136. The monarch 
addresses the assembly. Dr. Fry at left. 137. St. Mark's, meeting place of 
the Committee. 138. The King hails the WCC's growing strength and usefulness © 
as Dr. Blake, Dr. Ernest Payne and Dr. Russell Chandran listen. 


Back page: 139-141 - celebration of the dormition of the Virgin Mary, held at 
the Monastery Panagia Palliani, near Heraklion on August 15. | 139. Archbishop 
Lakovos of the Greek Orthodox Church in North and South America and Metropolitan 
Nikodim of Leningrad and Ladoga. 140. Inside the monastery: Orthodox Arch- 
bishop Eugenios leads the procession. , 141. World Council leaders in the 
monastery; at right in white robes Roman Catholic Observers Father Duprey and 
Father Hamer. 


142. Father Hamer speaking with the retiring Archbishop of Sweden, Gunnar . 
Hultgren. 143. Dr. Russell Chandran, Central Committee vice-chairman and member 
of the Faith and Order Commission chats with Father Duprey and Dr. Lukas Vischer, 
director of Faith and Order Secretariat. 144. St. Mark's Hall. 145. Marie 
Assaad representing World YWCA; Samuel Amissah, head of All Africa Conference of 
Churches; Dr. Nathan M. Pusey, president of Harvard University. 146. Rev. 
Philip Potter, director of WCC Division of World Mission and Evangelism, presents 
main theme: evangelism. 147. Philipos Mar Theophilos and Father Paul Verghese 
with Dr. Fry. 148, Gilbert Cudré-Mauraux, WCC sound engineer, records session 
in St. Mark's Hall. 149. Archbishop Eugenios and Dr. Fry at opening session. 
EPS, Geneva 
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WCC MIDDLE EAST STATEMENT 
DRAWS NEAR-UNANIMOUS SUPPORT 


(Heraklion, Crete) - With only five committee members in opposition, the World 
Council of Churches' Central Committee passed a carefully worded statement on 
Christian responsibility in the Middle East which read: 


"The deep conflict which for over twenty years had divided the Middle East 
and troubled the whole world and which this year has broken out in new and 
bitter fighting, must be of profound concern to all Christians. The countries 
involved in it have been the birthplace of some of the earliest developed human 
civilizations and of three of the world's greatest religions, Jewish, Christian 
and Muslim. . 


"The present crisis has developed in part because the rest of the world 
has been insensitive to the fears of people in the Middle East; the fears of 
people of the Arab nations because of the dynamism and possible expansion of 
Israel, and the fears of the people of Israel who have escaped from persecution 
on other continents only to be threatened, at least by word, with expulsion from 
their new home. 


"We recognise the urgency of seeking creative solutions to this problem 
lest the acceptance of a cease-fire without a just political settlement result 
in a fait accompli which can only increase antagonism and encourage preparation 
for the next attempt at a solution by.armed force. 


_"Since the beginning of the present crisis the World Council of Churches 
has called for a peaceful and just solution. After the outbreak of war, it 
urged a speedy cessation of hostilities and insisted that both the peoples 
directly involved in the conflict and the great powers were responsible for the 
establishment of a just and durable peace. 


"We believe there are strong spiritual and moral forces that exist below the 
surface and can be released to end the cycle of enmity and suspicion. The 
situation now emphasises the necessity and presents an opportunity to move to- 
wards a brighter future for all people concerned. We do not consider it our 
task to enter into all the details of a political settlement. We do hold, 
however, that the following elements are essential to any peace founded upon 
justice and recognition of the equality of all peoples in the region. 


"(1) No nation should be allowed to’keep or annexe the territory of another 
by armed force. This applies to the present situation. National 
boundaries should rest upon international agreements freely reached between 
or accepted by the people directly concerned. 


"(2) Effective international guarantees should be given for the political in- 
dependence and territorial integrity of all nations in the area, including 
both Israel and the Arab nations. 


"(3) There can be neither reconciliation nor significant development in the area 
unless, in the general settlement, a proper and permanent solution is found 
to the problem of the Arab refugees, both old and new. We therefore urge: 


a) that all persons who have been displaced in recent months should be 
permitted to exercise their right to return to their former places of 
residence. In the case of those from the West Bank of the Jordan this 


will involve action: 
(more) 
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i) to extend substantially the period for application to return, 
and 


ii) to provide a form of application that carries no political 
implications. 


"We are glad to learn that on both these points some progress has been 


b) that the United Nations should be increasingly involved in the short 
and long-term aspects of the problem of all displaced persons. The ex- 
panding services of UNRWA are essential and urgently need:the generous 
support of all governments. The World Council should continue in its 
search for a satisfactory solution to the whole refugee problem. The 
current operations of the churches and the Near East Council of Churches 
should be reinforced. 


"(4) In the meantime until a just and peaceful settlement is reached, we are 

particularly concerned about the religious aspect of the situation. In 

a region where communities of three religions met and lived together for 
long centuries, full religious freedom must be assured to all persons and 
communities. The continued presence and witness of these faiths and their 
respective communities must be guaranteed by international agreement in- 
cluding free access to the holy places in a land of unique importance for 
everyone of them. 


"(5) While the needs of national security in each case must be adequately met, a 
new armament race must be avoided by the agreed limitation of national 
armaments to the lowest level consistent with a balanced security in the 


area. 


"(6) The great powers have played a role in shaping the political and economic 
structure of the Middle East. For this reason and because peace in this 
most sensitive and central area affects the peace of the world, these 
nations must be prepared to cooperate with leadership in the Middle East 
in the stabilisation of the region and refrain from selfishly pursuing 
their own political, economic and commercial interests. 


"(7) The legitimate hopes of all the people of the Middle East for development 
should be encouraged based upon the talents and resources of all the 
nations involved. This assumes international and financial support by all 
possible sources including the commitment already made by the United Nations 
and its Specialized Agencies." EPS, Geneva 
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WCC POLICYMAKERS ADOPT 
STRONG VIETNAM STATEMENT 


(Heraklion, Crete) - The immediate duty resting on all who are concerned with 
peace-making in South East Asia is "to press urgently for bringing the escala- 
tion of the Vietnam war to a halt, for a reversal of the present military trend, 
and for conditions where the nennie of Vietnam may work for solution of their 
own problems without foreign intervention". 


This was the heart of the action taken by the World Council of Churche's Central 
Committee in voting on the Vietnam question and other international issues. 


Adoption of the position statement was by overwhelming vote, with only six 
(cepresentatives of the Russian Orthodox Church and the Reformed Church in Hungary) 
voting against. 


Following is the text of the Committee's statement: 


"The World Council of Churches through its Central and Executive Committees as 
well as the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, has repeatedly 
emphasised the acute concern of Christians over the conflict in Vietnam. It 
has proposed measures which could open the way to initiate negotiations and to 
seek greater justice for the people of Vietnam, in the context of the world 
situation. We are distressed that measures of this kind have not been under- 
taken but we do not in any sense surrender hope. 


"The gituation today has changed to include still greater dangers but may, also 
offer better prospects. The hardening of positions and the continued military 
escalation open an apparently endless vista of horror. By changes in the politi- 
cal situation, both within and outside Vietnam, new opportunities for negotiation 
may, however, be emerging. Impending danger and present opportunities combine 

to underscore the urgent need for immediate action. 


"We therefore reaffirm the statement of the Executive Committee of the WCC at 
Windsor, February 1967, in its entirety and call particular attention to the’ 
following parts of it, which indicate preliminary steps toward the sbetariaretie of 
the crisis in South East Asia: 

"',,.Peace cannot be made by either side alone. We therefore urge 
all parties, in the interests of greater justice, no matter for what 
reasons they are still fighting, to take steps now to test the worth 
of negotiation rather than warfare. 


"'This then is the heart of our appeal. Let each party, by its own 
initiatives and its response to those of others, demonstrate that it 
is committed to peaceful settlement and is ready to take reasonable 
tisks. To illustrate how responsibility to break the current impasse 
may be met, we suggest the following inter-related points: 


"'(1) In seeking to create the possibility of negotiations the United 
States should stop the bombing of North Vietnam, 


"'(2) North Vietnam, either in advance of or in response to the 
cessation of bombing, should indicate by word and deed its 
readiness to move towards negotiations, 


(more) 
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""(3) South Vietnam should not oppose but should move towards 
negotiations and should further agree that the National 
Liberation Front (Vietcong) be represented at them...' 


"The immediate and ongoing duty which rests upon all who are concerned with peace- 
making in South East Asia, is to press steadily and urgently for bringing the 
escalation of the war in Vietnam to a halt, for a reversal of the present military 
trend, and for conditions where the people of Vietnam may work for the solution 

of their own problems without foreign intervention. The United States can make 

a contribution by committing itself again publicly to withdrawal of troops. A 
satisfactory final settlement will only come when all foreign intervention has 
ceased, 


"The responsibility for political decision is a grave one and we pray for those 
who bear it. We draw encouragement from the fact that a common awareness of 
Christian responsibility is emerging in increasing measure and declare ourselves 
€ager to cooperate with all men of goodwill in grasping the opportunities at 
hand to open the way to peaceful settlement and long overdue reconstruction. 
Christians should beware of allowing the long continuation of the war to give 
rise to callousness and to disregard of the human tragedy and the continuing 
impasse." 


East Europeans Explain Dissenting Vote 


Seven representatives of Eastern European churches who voted against the resolu- 
tion on the Vietnam war released this statement explaining their position: 


"The World Council of Churches has repeatedly emphasised the acute concern of 
Christians over the conflict in Vietnam. WCC has shown its solidarity with the 
suffering of the people of Vietnam. WCC has acknowledged that the duty of a 
Christian is to demand the cessation of the escalation of the war in Vietnam. 
WCC has drawn attention to many negative consequences of the continuing cruel 
war. WCC has also acknowledged the right of the Vietnamese people to solve 
their own problems without foreign intervention. 


"However, in various statements of the WCC on Vietnam, a tendency can be seen 
to evade the question of the real causes of the war in Vietnam and t6 ignore 
the solution of the conflict. 


"From our point of view, the origin of the Vietnam tragedy is the entirely un- 
justified military intervention of the USA in the internal life of the Vietnamese 
people. The withdrawal of the American troops from the territory, without any 
condition, is absolutely necessary, and the Vietnam problem must be settled on 
the basis of the Geneva Agreement. 


"We ask-for this special opinion to be included in the minutes of:the meeting of 
the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


"NIKODIM, METROPOLITAN OF LENINGRAD AND LADOGA 
PHILARET, ARCHBISHOP OF KIEV AND GALICIA 
VLADIMIR, BISHOP OF KIROV AND SLOBODSKOY 
PROF. ARCHPRIEST L. VORONOV 
PROF. NICOLAS ZABOLOTSKIJ 
BISHOP ZOLTAN KALDY 
BISHOP TIBOR BARTHA" 
EPS, Geneva 
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WCC ASKS CHURCH PRIORITY 
FOR RACIAL JUSTICE EFFORTS 


(Heraklion, Crete) - On August 25 the World Council of Churches' Central 
Committee passed this resolution on the racial crisis: 


"We are deeply concerned over the continuing injustice under which many racial 
and ethnic groups in our world suffer, and in the increasing organized or 
spontaneous violence, hatred and fear in many areas of the world which result 
from it as evidence by 


- the growth of social discord and rioting and of new separatist ideologies 
in the United States. 


- tribal and ethnic conflicts in some of the new nations of Africa. 
- mounting racial and ‘ethnic conflict in South-East Asia. 
- the continuing racial stalemate in Southern Africa. 


"Economic, political and social factors are clearly involved in these conflicts, 
but the personal practice of indignities by one man upon another aggravates 
them. 


"We also recognize that in some situations, such as Nigeria, Christians are 
working across tribal lines to bring about reconciliation and that in other 
places the churches are giving leadership in the struggle for social justice. 


"In this setting, the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches meeting 
in Crete, in August 1967, takes this opportunity to reaffirm its conviction on 
the evils of racism and the denial of the dignity of men, as expressed in the 
following statements: 


"'.. When we are given Christian insight the whole pattern or racial 
discrimination is seen as an unutterable offence against God, to be 
endured no longer, so that the very stones cry out. In such moments we 
understand more fully the meaning of the Gospel, and the duty of both 
Church and Christian.’ (WCC Evanston Assembly, 1954) 

""... We plead with every church in every place to search its inner 
attitude and its practice, to ensure that its fellowship includes all 

who believe, without discrimination and in full love, and to take every 
step to strengthen all whose witness is weak to speak and act with 
courage. The first requirement for the churches in respect of race is 
that they themselves remove racial barriers in their own fellowship. 

Only thus can their claim to work for justice, human dignity and brother- 
hood be made credible. Only thus can they pray for and minister to 
oppressed and oppressors alike, as the love of Christ constrains them to 
do. Only so, in these days, can they faithfully preach the Gospel.’ 
(WCC Central Committee, Rochester, 1963) 


"The Central Committee also calls attention to the following statement from the 
report of the 1966 World Conference on Church and Society: 


"'... We urge Christians and churches everywhere 


- to oppose, openly and actively, the perpetuation of the myth of racial 
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superiority as it finds expression in social structures and human 
behaviour as well as in laws and social structures; 


- to engage in the common task of changing the structures of society 
through legislation, social planning, and corporate action, and to 
mobilise all its resources to ensure the full and equal participation 
of all racial and ethnic groups in the corporate life of a pluralistic 
society; 


- to recognize, support, and share the individual and collective interests 
of people who are disadvantaged by their race and ethnic origin, so that 
they may gain the basic human, political, and economic rights enjoyed by 
the others in a pluralistic society; 


- to make organised efforts to eradicate from the Church and Christian 
community all forms of discrimination based on race, colour or ethnic 
origin in the selection of persons for church leadership, admission to 
the membership of congregations, and in adapting social cultural values 
and traditions to the present; . 


- to use the powers inherent in its administrative structure, such as 
those that come from the investment of its resources or from the influence 
of its means of communication, to correct racial malpractice in society as 
well as within the church itself.' (p. 175, the official Report of the 
‘World Conference on Church and Society.) 


"Since these statements were made, the crisis resulting from the economic, social 
and political injustice which many races suffer, has intensified. Up to the 
present, statements of the World Council of Churches have concentrated on the 
goals of integration and reconciliation between racial and ethnic groups. In 
order to achieve these goals in the present crisis situation, the weaker racial 
groups are now developing an organized struggle which challenges traditional 

ways of achieving racial justice. Oppressed groups are often forced to seek the 
power by which they may achieve full participation in society, but racist ideolo- 
gies of any kind are fatal to true community. 


"1. In order to give added emphasis to these statements, the Central Committee 


a) requests each member church to examine what it is now doing eéncretely in 
the present situation to eliminate racial discrimination and to bring about 
inter-racial fellowship, justice and reconciliation in its own and in its 
nation's life, and to report its findings to the Central Committee; | 


b) calls upon the member churches to re-examine their priorities of programme 
and budget in the light of present needs, in order better to fulfil the 
obligations undertaken in the statements on racism adopted by each church} 


c) reminds member churches that no substantial progress in this area is 
possible without giving priority in the programmes and budgets of govern- 
ments to the elimination of racial discrimination and its closely related 
problem of poverty, and therefore recommends that member churches make 
representation to their governments in support of such programmes. 


"2. The Central Committee also notes the recommendation of the Division of 


- Studies that the WCC Secretariat on Race Relations be reactivated and its mandate 


enlarged in order to assist the WCC and its member churches in dealing with 
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racial tensions and refers this matter to the Finance and Structure Committees 
for their consideration. 


"3. The Central Committee requests that efforts be made to secure the cooperation 
of the Roman Catholic Church both in the issuing of a joint statement on racism 
and in joint action in this field, and refers this matter to the Joint WCC-RC 
Working Group." EPS, Geneva 


SPAIN ASKED TO LIBERALIZE 
LAWS ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


(Heraklion, Crete) - The World Council of Churches, through an action by its | 
policy-making Central Committee, urged Spain to liberalize its recently adopted 
Laws on Religious Liberty so as to recognize Evangelical and other Protestant 
churches in that country as churches in fact and not "mere associations". 


The full text follows: 


"The Central Committee is concerned to hear that the Law on Religious Liberty in 
Spain recently passed by the Cortes appears to fall far short of the positive 
standards demanded by the Evangelical Churches and other churches in their desire 
to be recognized not merely as associations but as churches, enjoying full rights 
and freedoms, both for themselves and their members, such as are stipulated in 
the declarations and documents of the United Nations, the Second Vatican Council 
and the World Council of Churches. It requests the CCIA and the Secretariat for 
Religious Liberty, especially in dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church,: to 
continue to keep in touch with the Evangelical Churches and other churches in 
Spain, and in particular with the Commission of Evangelical Defence in Madrid." 
EPS, Geneva 


"RECONCILIATION" URGED 
IN STRIFE-TORN NIGERIA 


(Heraklion, Crete) - The World Council of Churches indicated its willingness to 
send a mission of fellowship and reconciliation to Nigeria "at the appropriate 
moment", , 


A resolution passed by the Central Committee said: 


"The Central Committee is much distressed to observe the deterioration of the 
situation in Nigeria, even during the days of its meeting. It sends to Sir 
Francis Ibiam, a President of the World Council of Churches who has rendered such 
signal service to the cause of the Gospel in Africa, its Christian greetings and 
an assurance of the prayers of his friends. 


"The Committee earnestly hopes and prays that an escalating arms race may be pre- 
vented and that it may even be possible for an acceptable mediator to be found. 
It expresses its particular sympathy with member churches throughout all the 
territories of the area, and with all of any community, region or faith who have 
suffered in the fighting. 


"It expresses its willingness, in consultation with the All Africa Conference of 
Churches, to send at an apposite moment a mission of fellowship and reconciliation. 
Meanwhile it requests the CCIA to keep as closely in touch as possible with the 
situation, as far as communications allow, and with as many Christian leaders as 
may eventually be able to contribute to reconciliation." EPS, Geneva 
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WCC RESOLVES TO GIVE MORE 
VIGOROUS LEAD IN EVANGELISM 


(Heraklion, Crete) - A consensus already exists among the churches on the nature 
of evangelism, but there has been a failure to put this consensus into practice. 
Thus the World Council of Churches' Division on World Mission and Evangelism 
should give a more vigorous lead in this whole area, the Central Committee 
Stated after examining the subject at considerable length. 


The Committee endorsed a proposal that a special Roman Catholic-WCC working party 
be named by the Joint Working Group to explore the possibilities for common wit- 
ness in missionary situations. It also stressed the need for conversations with 
conservative evangelical and other non-member churches to gain a better. under-. 
standing of the common evangelistic calling. 


The DWME was asked to see to what extent a consensus on the meaning and scope 
of evangelism actually goes, and to carry on discussion of issues still open to 
disagreement. 


The secretariat for evangelism was also asked to work with all divisions within 
the WCC to ensure that they "relate their activities appropriately to the evan- 
gelistic purpose of the WCC, and to act as.stimulus to the member churches in 
their evangelistic work", EPS, Geneva 


WCC APPROVES FOUR MAJOR MEETINGS 
ON ECONOMIC JUSTICE, DEVELOPMENT 


(Heraklion, Crete) - Four meetings to consider various aspects of international 
economic justice and development were approved by the World Council of Churches' 
100-member Central Committee here. 


One meeting will be held under the auspices of the Roman Catholic-WCC Standing 
Exploratory Group on Church and Society, Justice, Development and Peace. Its 
goal would be a strategy for economic development in a world perspective. ~ 


The three remaining consultations are to evaluate the recommendations of the 
World Conference on Church and Society, so that the results can be presented at 
the WCC's Four Assembly in Uppsala, Sweden, in July 1968. 


Because those attending the Church and Society Conference in 1966 did not have 
time to complete discussions in three areas, the WCC's Department on Church and 
Society has planned a consultation on theological issues, together with the WCC's 
Faith and Order Secretariat. This will be held in the USSR in the Spring. 

Roman Catholics will be invited as full participants, 


Business leaders from countries with free enterprise will be the main participants 
in a consultation to be sponsored jointly by the WCC and the International 
Christian Union of Business Executives, an association of Roman Catholic laymen. 
Two leading development economists and an expert from one of the specialised 
agencies of the UN will discuss current and future needs and the common respon- 
sibility for increased effort in this area. 


The Central Committee also approved a proposal that problems of humanisation in 
society be considered in a consultation of Christians and Marxists. This is 


slated for a major city in Europe, possibly early in Aprii 1968. Moving beyond 


(more) 
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traditional sterotypes of Christianity and Marxism, the debate will take into 
acoount recent discussions of the social meaning of the human for both Marxists 
and Christians. 


In addition to these specialized consultations, the Central Committee noted that 
a series of regional meetings are scheduled to evaluate and carry forward the 
work of the Church and Society Conference. Such meetings have been set for 
Asia, USA, Latin America, Africa, and Europe. 


When the Church and Society Conference was held in 1966, it was made clear that 
its recommendations were to go to the Fourth Assembly at Uppsala for implemen- 
tation. To facilitate these discussions, the Central Committee urged all 
member churches to submit their reactions and comments not later than April 15, 
1968. 


The Central Committee particularly welcomed the setting up of the Pontifical 
Commission on Justice and Peace and "the possibilities of cooperation with the 
Roman Catholics which have thus opened in this field". 


In addition it welcomed the formation of the Standing Exploratory Committee on 
Church and Society, Justice, Development and Peace and authorised the WCC staff 
to proceed with contacts if funds can be obtained through the general budget and 
the Programme Project Fund. | 


Since this was the first meeting of the Central Committee since the Church and 
Society Conference, the Rev. Paul Abrecht, secretary of the Department on Church 
and Society, reported briefly on reactions that have come in during the last 12 
months. 


"Some theologians - Roman Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox - have been intrigued 
by the discussion of a ‘theology of revolution’ and think this should be the 
central point in post-conference discussion", Mr. Abrecht said. . "The conference 
discussion on the meaning of the technological revolution and its repercussions 
for men and society has excited others. Still others have been fascinated by 
the contribution of the conference participants from Africa, Asia and Latin 
America and the sharp challenge they made to Christian thought on social issues 
familiar in the West. . 


"Humanists and ‘secularists saw the conference as a revelation of the vitality of 
the Church, of ‘its ability to renew itself and to speak for man in a helpful and 
contemporary way", Mr. Abrecht said. 


One of the largest daily newspapers in.Sweden, Dagens Nyheter, commenting on 
some findings of the Geneva conference, wrote: 'These statements do not come from 
some group of naive extremists... Opinions are surely going to differ on such 
radical issues at the great ecumenical conference the World Council will hold at 
Uppsala next year... If the tendencies that prevail today last, the conference 
may become as historical an event as that organized by Natham Sdéderblom in the 
1920's, and it may leave a mark on world history and on church history." 

EPS, Geneva 
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WCC SEES INCREASING AGREEMENT 
ON ISSUES DIVIDING CHRISTIANS 


(Heraklion, Crete) - The WCC Central. Committee expressed "deep satisfaction" 
that some of the thorny issues which have divided Christians for centuries are_ 
now.being discussed with increasing agreement. 


Acting on the second report of the Roman Catholic-World Council Joint Working 
Group presented here, the Central Committee welcomed the progress made toward 
better understanding and possible common action.when problems arise" in the 
often val areas of religious liberty, proselytism.and mixed marriages (EPS. 

No. 30 


The Central Committee welcomed the Joint Working Group's plan to conduct a joint 
Study on the subject of proselytism. The Group has dealt with the question at 
great length, and seeks now "to understand the relation between the obligation 
of each church to witness to the truth and the ecumenical ppepeasi}Ltty they 
bear for each other" 


The difficult issue of mixed marriages has been clarified somewhat, the Central 
Committee noted. "Though some progress has been achieved in the last two years", 
it said, "the basic difficulties remain and present a serious obstacle to ecu- 
menical relations between the churches". 


The Central Committee agreed that it may be necessary to re-formulate,.the mandate 
given to the Joint Working Group in 1965. The Group was asked to recommend 
changes as. soon as possible to its two authorities - the Vatican Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity and the Central Committee of the World, Council. 


The Central Committee lauded the promising way in which ecumenical contacts. have 
developed in the field of laity. The hope was expressed that similar develop- 
ments will take place in the field of education. "Questions of general education, 
schools and religious instruction present problems in many parts of abe world, and 
much could be gained from a common study ofthe most burning issues", the 
Committee said. 


The proposal of the Joint Working Group that a special Roman Catholic-World 
Council working party be set up to explore possibilities for common witness. in 
missionary situations was endorsed. 


Common Easter Date 


In a separate action, the*Central Committee dealt with a special report on the 
survey of the World Council member churches concerning a fixed Easter date. = A 
little more than half of the member churches"(115) have responded.» ‘It is agreed 
that a common date should be found and that the World Council should take further 
initiative on this matter. Fixing the date of Easter on the Sunday following 
the second Saturday in April is favoured by’ a’ large majority (97), but a sub- 
stantial minority prefersa common movable date based on an’ agreement concerning 
the date of equinox. 


Recognising that the issue is complicated and*needs further investigation, the 
Central Committee said that no early action could be expected. It. recommended 
that a study group be invited by the World Council's General Secretariat to pursue 
the problem and suggested that as long as a universal date has not yet been 


reached, the churches in each country observe the date observed by the majority. 
EPS, Geneva 
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NEW WCC COMMISSION WILL ENCOURAGE 
CHRISTIAN HOSPITAL JOINT PLANNING 


(Heraklion, Crete) - An ecumenical effort to help Christian hospitals around the 
world solve some of the critical problems that threaten to force them out of 
business was Launched here with the creation of the Christian Medical Commission 
of the World Council of Churches. 


Acting on reports that an increasing number of church-related medical institutions 
will have to close within the next few years unless they can find an answer to 
rising costs, lack of professional staff, and isolation from government planning, 
the Central Committee created the new 25-member commission. Members of the 
commission, its director and other executive staff will be named by the 

Executive Committee when it meets in February 1968. 


Surveys reported to the Central Committee show that as of January 1967 there 
were a total of 1,238 medical institutions related to Anglican, Orthodox and 
Protestant churches in Asia, Africa, Latin America, the Near and Middle East. 


If the operating budgets of these institutions were combined, they would total 
$100,000,000 per annum. 


Most of these institutions suffer from the same deficiencies, but each is 
struggling alone. Thus the main focus of the new medical commission will be on 
joint planning on a regional basis. 


A glance at the history of Christian hospitals shows that many of them were an 
afterthought. An evangelist began working in a particular area but soon found 
that many of his neighbours were ill. Having brought a supply of medicines 

for his family, he started doling these ott as an act of charity. A generation 
later there was a 50-bed hospital on the spot. 


As a result of such accidents of.birth, Christian medical institutions are 
usually distributed in an uneven pattern within a country; their locations are 
not. determined by regional needs, and until recently there was no joint planning 
with government health agencies. 


As mission stations developed into flourishing national churches, hospitals and 
clinics were handed over to ecclesiastical bodies poorly equipped to manage such 
highly technical operations. 


A background report presented to the Central Committee states: "This is not to 
say that administrative responsibility should not have devolved upon the churches 
but that it should have been more adequately planned at the time of devolution 

to provide for the expertise and administrative acumen which these complicated 
institutions require." 


Technological advances in medical practice plus the need to meet local com- 
petition make new equipment and facilities essential. 


While operating costs have risen in the last ten years by between 90-1402%, the 
amount of subsidy from church or mission agencies still equals only 152% of 
hospital budgets, 


(more) 
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In most countries of Africa, the increasing costs have been absorbed through 
larger government subsidies. In Asia and the Middle East, where subsidies are 
the exception, it was necessary to close 11 hospitals in 1966. 


In some areas the only course open is to increase charges for services. As a 
result, a hospital may find itself catering primarily to wealthy patients or 
its beds not completely occupied. Also the fact that free or partially free 
care is available in many countries, further complicates the picture. 


Add to this the widespread shortage of trained personnel, particularly doctors, 
nursing superintendents, nurse educators and administrators. (Often doctors 
have been forced into management positions, even though they are unprepared 
and unwilling practitioners.) | 


Recruitment of expatriate personnel has fallen drastically, the Central Committee 
learned, and national leadership is either not available or is not’ attracted by 
the remunerations offered. This last point is true, it is stated, even in those 
countries where Christian training facilities are available, such as India. In 
addition, the majority of African countries have recently raised the standards of 
nursing education to international levels with requirements that most church- 
related training institutions cannot meet unaided. 


"Only by joint action will it be possible to avert the impending crisis in 
shortage of personnel", the background report stated. 


Fourteen countries have recently issued development plans for upgrading health 

and medical services. In these countries church-related hospitals have between 
6% and 60% of the available beds. However, only one of the 14 countries mentioned 
the part that church hospitals might play in the ‘future. When government bodies 
were asked the reason for this oversight, it was stated that the government 
recognised no common identity with these institutions. In the absence of an 
association of Christian hospitals, the government tended to ignore them. 


Since the various Christian hospitals tend to ignore each other, there is no. channel 
for complementing each other's needs and trading resources. As a result, all are 
struggling, often ineffectually, with problems of finance, training, staffing, 
administration and government relationships. ; 


The mandate given to the new Christian Medical Commission assigns to it three 
Major tasks: 1) to promote more effective use of the churches’ resources for 
medical work through setting up structures for joint planning and action; 2) to 
study the nature of the Christian ministry of healing and the problems that 
confront it in a changing world; 3) to advise international and national church 
agencies about specific projects, needs and priorities. 


Joint: planning and action would involve both WCC member churches and those not in 
the Council, and would offer the churches a way of dealing collectively with 
other voluntary agencies and the government. 


Specific areas needing immediate attention are training programmes, exchange 
of personnel, uniform practices in administration and fiscal procedures, and 


planning with government health agencies. 


The first three years of the Commission's life will be devoted to surveys, 
collection of data on existing institutions, and research on how health services 
can be relevant to local needs and to the mission and resources of the Church. 
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In the second state of the programme the Commission is authorised to raise 
$5,000,000 to initiate programmes of special significance in the areas mentioned 
above. Local support must be forthcoming for such projects, plus indications 
that they will either become fully self-supporting within five years or else be 
concluded. ; 


As approved by the Central Committee here, the Commission will be administratively 
related to the WCC's Division of World Mission and Evangelism and will work in 
close consultation with the staffs of this division and the Division of Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee and World Service. The main office will be located in 
Geneva. EPS, Geneva 


"FOOD GAP'' WILL BE HELPED BY FAMILY PLANNING, 
CUT IN MILITARY EXPENDITURE, WCC COMMITTEE SAYS 


(Heraklion, Crete) - "The most promising combination of measures for increased 
food production will only postpone catastrophe unless there is a vast increase 
in responsible,family planning", the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches indicated in commenting on the continuing gap between food production 
and the need of hungry people. 


"We call upon all nations to curtail expenditures for military purposes in order 
to give help to, hungry people, thus making a contribution to the solution of this 
problem", the Committee. stated. 


The resolution on the "food gap"' said in part: 


"The Central Committee reiterates the concern already expressed by the Executive 
Committee at the continuing gap between fdod production and the need of hungry 
people... 


"We recognise that even the most promising combination of measures for increased 
food production will only postpone catastrophe unless there is a vast increase 
in responsible family life and planning. 


"We call upon all nations to curtail expenditures for military purposes in order, 
to give help to hungry people, thus making a contribution to the solution of this 
problem. 


"We call upon all our. people to do all in their power by prayer, by personal 
sacrifice and by representation to their governments to bridge the gap between 
the rich and poor within nations, and between rich and poor nations by more 
vigorous international cooperation which will lead to a broader participation in 
trade, development and economic cooperation." EPS, Geneva 


TWO EAST GERMANS UNABLE TO ATTEND 
CRETE MEETING; COMMITTEE VOICES REGRET 


(Heraklion, Crete) - Two members:of the WCC Central Committee from East Germany 
were unable to obtain visas from their government to attend the committee's 
annual meeting here. 


They were Dr. Gerhard Brennecke, director of the Berlin Mission Society, and Dr. 
Albrecht Schoenherr, superintendent of the Eberwalde District of the Evangelical 
Church of Berlin-Brandenburg. Dr. Schoenherr was to have been a substitute for 
| (more) 
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Bishop ‘Gotttried Noth of Dresden.  PCuUlImcHical 
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On the motion of Bishop ae ‘Lilje of Hannover, caer the ‘Committee ‘passed™ 
the following resolution? es ene ae s11912 mi foruild 
, ~f dea ‘ trim | 
"The Central Committee notes with deep cepret ‘and grave concern erates ‘two of its 
members from East Germany ‘were’ not ‘permitted to attend. ee wishes to’ si eng 


to these members its sympathy and to assure them of our prayers’ > 299" 


"It asks the officers of the WCC to do everything within their possibilities” - 
to secure: the right -to travebrto the next:medting of the Central Committee and 

to the Uppsala: Assembly. cEteis re -fundamental ‘human: right! to’ Sere mee te 
freedom also in the case of ecumenical meetings composed. of delegates who are. . 
officially appointed by their Churches." | ike EPS ,. Geneva... 
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THREE MAJOR WCC STAFF 


‘APPOINTMENTS ANNOUNCED adud at Hotud) bemroteda 


(Heraklion, Crete) - Three major staff appointments were approved by the Central 
Committee on recommendation of the Nominations Committee meeting here. 

Prof. Nikos A. Nissiotis, director of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey near 
Geneva, was named an Associate General Secretary of the World Council of Churches 
while continuing his present duties at Bossey. : 


The Rev. Ernst Lange, pastor of the Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg 
(EKID), was elected director of the WCC Division*of Ecumenical’ Action and an 
Associate General Secretary. His appointment becomes effective January 1, 1968. 
The Rev. Albert van den Heuvel, presently exécutive secretary of the WCC Youth . 
Department, will become director of the newly created hel Soph Sethe of Communication 
effective October 15. 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE APPROVES ELEVEN : 
APPLICATIONS FOR WCC MEMBERSHIP: : 


(Heraklion, Crete) - Applications for membership in the World Council of Churches 
received from eleven churches were approved August 24 by the Central Committee 
meeting here. They will be communicated to WCC member churches and unless 
there are objections from more than one-third of the 223 member bodies, the 
applicants are declared elected after six months. ) 


The eleven churches are as follows: 


- Hong Kong Council of the Church of Christ in China, membership of over 19,000; 


- Evangelical Christian Churchin West Irian (Reformed), 175,000 members, 850 
parishes, 70 pastors; 


- Malagasy Friends Church, membership: 50, 000, 303 churches in 8 districts; 


Old Catholic Church in Austria, 36,000 members, 13 parishes, 37 diaspora stations, 
1 bishop and 18 priests; 


- Toradja Church, Indonesia (Reformed), 180,000 members, 300 congregations, 35 
pastors; 


(more) 
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- Union of Welsh Independents (Congregational), 98,000 members, 800 churches; 


- Conference of the Methodist Church in the Caribbean and the Americas, 65,687 
communicant members; , 


~- Methodist Church in Sierra Leone, membership 17,743, 32 ministers, 12 
ministerial missionaries, 484 lay preachers; 


~- Evangelical Lutheran Church of Canada, 78,827 baptised members of which 47,433 
are confirmed, 333 parishes; 


- Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania (a union of seven Lutheran churches 
in Tanzania, two of which were already members of the WCC, the Evangelical Church 
of N.W. Tanganyika and the Usambara-Digo Lutheran Church), 460,000 members; 


- United Church of Jamaica and Grand Cayman (a union of Presbyterian Church of 
Jamaica and Congregational Union of Jamaica, the former already a WCC member). 


The Central Committee approved associate membership for 


~ The Presbyterian Reformed Church in Cuba, 8,780 baptised members and 3,082 active 
members, 29 organised churches, 27 unorganised churches, 21 ordained ministers. 


The membership of the WCC now totals 226 full members and six associate members, 
for a total of 232. EPS, Geneva 


FIRST ECUMENICAL CONSULTATION 
ON PRACTICAL THEOLOGY IS HELD 


(Bossey, near Geneva) - Some 50 representatives of Protestant, Orthodox and 
Roman Catholic churches in Africa, Asia, Eastern and Western Europe and North 
America gathered at the Ecumenical Institute here (August 21-27) for a con- 
sultation of professors of practical theology. 


The consultation, called the first truly ecumenical meeting of its kind, faced an 
"impossible task", commented Dr. Hans-Reudi Weber, associate director of the. 
Institute who organized the gathering. He noted that since the teaching of 
practical theology in different communions and countries has little in common, 
the consultation was an attempt to share experience and find common ground. 


@ 
Lectures by Prof. Giinther Bornkamm of Heidelberg University gave the discussions 
their biblical foundation and study groups examined the following topics: 


The role of practical theology in the whole of theological education, under the 
leadership of Prof. A. Marcus Ward of London; implications of the present 
insistence on the ministry of the laity for the teaching of practical theology, 
under Prof. Leslie Paul of Birmingham; new tasks for practical theology in its 
relationships to social ethics, Prof. Joseph Smolik of Prague; new ways of 
teaching and learning, Prof. Randolph Miller of Yale Divinity School. 


The results of the consultation were summed up in the "liturgical report" of a 
corporately prepared closing worship service. A written report is to be made 
available soon and the group adopted a resolution calling for a second con- 
sultation. | EPS, Geneva 
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WCC-LWF MEETING CONSIDERS 
CHRISTIAN HEALING MINISTRY 


(Tubingen, Germany) - Churches too frequently have “opted out of any con- 
frontation with the biological sciences" and uncritically adopted medical 
systems for their own purpose, it was declared here at an international con- 
ference on the healing ministry. 


Doctors, theologians and medical administrators from 10 countries on four 
continents took part in the early September meeting, which was jointly sponsored 
by the World Council of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation. 


James C. McGilvray, director of the Christian Medical Council of the National 
Council of Churches (USA) and an associate member of the WCC's Division of 
World Mission and Evangelism, stressed that the ability of science to solve 
specific problems of disease need not be doubted. But this does "not 
necessarily create health and wholeness. 


"To achieve these demands a wisdom that transcends a specialised knowledge of 
remedies and treatments", he said, "a widsom that not only reckons with the 
social and environmental factors to which man must adapt himself, but also 
takes into account the values and the goals which man sets for himself". 


The conference, the second of its kind sponsored on an international scale 
by the WCC and LWF, had as its theme "Christ and the Health of Man". 


One group discussed the problem of health in terms of theology. It dealt with 
the place of suffering and pain in life and in the Gospel promises, the Christian 
concept of death, and the relationship of health to salvation. 


A second group considered the functions of the congregation or local church in 
relation to health. Not only the needs of church members but also those of 
the neighbourhood, the community and the entire world are the proper concern 
of the church, the participants agreed. 


In addition, new consideration was given to the sacraments. While warning 
against magical interpretations of these rites, the conference concluded that 
they may, nevertheless, be central in the congregation's proper consideration 
of health. 


A team approach which utilizes the insights and skills of many professions 
working as a community of disciplines was recommended by the group dealing with 
medicine and the Church. EPS, Geneva 


BURMESE FAITH AND ORDER CONSULTATION 
PROPOSES STEPS TOWARDS RE-UNION 


(Rangoon) - One result of the consultation on faith and order questions spon- 
sored by the Burma Christian Council was a unanimous recommendation that a 
negotiating committee be formed to work towards a United Church in Burma. 


The consultation, held September 1 and 2, heard papers on worship, communion, 
and ministry presented by an Anglican, a Baptist and a Methodist. Four groups 
then discussed the papers frankly and brought their findings to the whole body. 
Although some had feared that the consultation might merely accentuate 


(more) 
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differences, this was not the case. 


Participants voted to ask the official bodies of the churches represented at 
Rangoon to form a negotiating committee with legal status to develop a plan 
for re-union of the churches. 


Member bodies of the Burma Christian Council, in addition to the Anglican, 
Methodist and Baptist churches, are the Presbyterian Church of Burma, the 
Rangoon Presbyterian Church, the Congregational Church, the Tamil Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, the Salvation Army, the self-supporting Karen Baptist 
Association and St. Gabriel's Church (Congregational). EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES IN KOREA, JAPAN SEEK PACT 
TO COOPERATE IN MISSION 


(Tokyo) - Officials of three Korean churches and the United Church of Christ 
in Japan (Kyodan) have drawn up a document setting forth ways they propose 
to cooperate in the cause of mission. 


Four articles of agreement, which would be exchanged between the Korean and 
Japanese churches "in order to enter into a deep relationship in Christ and 

to cooperate closely for the cause of mission", would establish procedures 

for (1) exchange of personnel; (2) channels of liaison for correspondence and 
action; (3) exchange of materials on mission; (4) cooperation from a "wide 
ecumenical point of view". 


The proposal, which resulted from five days of negotiation, will be implemented 
when it has been officially endorsed by "the properly constituted organs of the 
three churches in Korea and of the Kyodan". 


Participants in the meeting were the Rev. Ho Choon Yu, stated clerk, Presbyterian 
Church in Korea; Rev. Byung Sul Lee, general secretary, Board of General Affairs, 
Methodist Church in Korea; Rev. Young Min Lee, general secretary, Presbyterian 
Church in the Republic of Korea; Moderator Masahisa Suzuki and other Kyodan 
officers. Also present was a representative of the Korean Christian Church in 
Japan. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH OF GREECE BREAKS TIES 
WITH NEW MACEDONIAN CHURCH 


(Athens) - The Holy Synod of the Church of Greece has labelled as "uncanonical" 
the action of the Macedonian Orthodox Church of Yugoslavia which recently 
declared itself autonomous (EPS No. 27). 


At a special meeting held on 13th September the Greek Synod decided to break all 
contacts with the bishops and clergy of this church "until they return to the 
bosom of their mother church, the Serbian Orthodox Church". The Church of 
Greece also expressed its sympathy to Patriarch Germanos and the Holy Synod of 
the Serbian Church in this difficult situation. 


A communiqué issued after the Greek body met stated that the Macedonian Church's 
action violated canons of the First and Fourth Ecumenical Synods, which pro- 
vided that church divisions follow political divisions. Also cited were the 
patriarchal and synodical decision of 1897 by which the Church of Serbia was 
recognised as autocephalous by the Ecumenical Patriarchate. EPS, Geneva 


No. 32 - 21st September, 1967 4 


MISSIONARIES LEAVING ADEN 


(London) - Christian missionaries are being withdrawn from Adert according to 
a joint statement published here by three societies associated with mission 
work in Aden. 


The three societies are the Church of Scotland Mission, the Danish Missionary 
Society, and the Red Sea Mission Team. 


During the past two years the missions had been the object of attack. "The 
Danish Mission was the first target - their house and the church being set on 
fire by a gang of young hooligans", said the joint statement. "This was 


followed by the burning of the Red Sea Mission Team's car and later the gutting 
of their house by fire. 


"The Church of Scotland had its hospital and compound requisitioned by the army, 
who have turned it into a fortress which is daily attacked. Throughout this 
time, a witness had been maintained, and the tiny Church of South Arabia has 
become independent, with its own pastor." 


It had been the aim of the missions to continue their work as long as possible, 
but the Arab-Israeli war produced actions in South Arabia which caused the 
security situation there to deteriorate rapidly. 


The missions concerned are retaining premises and equipment in each place in 
the hope of being able to return at a later date. EPS, Geneva 


OFFICE FOR DIACONAL MINISTRY 
ESTABLISHED IN GENEVA 


(Geneva) - An Ecumenical Secretariat for the Diaconal Ministry of the Church 
has been established at the Ecumenical Centre here with the Rev. Bengt~Thure 
Molander of Sweden as its secretary. 


The secretariat is sponsored by two international diaconal federations - the 
International Federation of Inner Mission and Christian Social Work and the 
World Federation of Deaconess Associations - in cooperation with the World 
Council of Churches. 


The mandate of the secretariat is to help the WCC, its divisions and departments, 
as well as the member churches, in matters pertaining to the diaconal function 
of the Church. (The Greek word "diakonia" refers not only to the duties 
performed by a deacon, but also involves the Church in its role of servant.) 


Mr. Molander has been granted a three-year leave of absence from his post as 
director of the Church of Sweden diaconal institution in Uppsala to initiate 
the secretariat's work. From 1950 to 1957 he served as secretary and then 
director of the WCC Youth Department. In 1966 he was elected president of the 
World Federation of Deaconess Associations but will not act as such during his 
Geneva stay. 


The secretariat will be primarily concerned with new forms of diaconal service 
on the parish level and through institutions or religious communities, the 
training of diaconal workers, and the ecumenical dimension of diakonia. 

EPS, Geneva 
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SOUTH AFRICAN RESTRICTIONS 
ON CATHOLIC IMMIGRANTS CRITICISED 


(Pretoria) - Dr. P. J. Koorhof, a Nationalist Party member of Parliament from 
Transvaal, told the party's Transvaal Congress here that the South African 
Government quietly took steps last year to reduce the number of Catholic 
immigrants. 


Dr. Koorhof said that immigration from the Mediterranean countries, the source 
of most Catholic immigrants to South Africa, will be reduced by at least 6,000 
this year. He said that Catholics constitute 6.2 per cent of the South African 
population and that immigration curbs were introduced to preserve the present 
ratio of Catholics to Protestants. 


One of the first religious leaders to react to the statement was the Very Rev. 
Mark Nye, Anglican Dean of Pretoria, who called it "another instance of South 
African isolation in a progressive world". 


"We regret the action of a Christian government in discriminating against 
Christian immigrants because of their religious affiliation", he continued. 
"This is contrary to the present world trend in which the various churches are 
moving toward greater understanding, mutual respect and closer unity." 


The Rev. A. Papteron, moderator of the Transvaal Presbytery, said, "this is 
discrimination against Roman Catholics and I cannot support it in any way". 


Dr. Koorhof's statement apparently contradicted one given in April by 
Secretary for Immigration W. du Rand, who denied a newspaper report that the 
government had a "secret plan" to exclude Catholic immigrants. 

EPS, Geneva 


REPORT OF WCC/RC WORKING GROUP DRAWS 
COMMENT FROM VATICAN OFFICIAL 


(Rome) - "The ecumenical movement must not be confused with the World Council 
af Churches. The former is the collective search for Christian unity, which 
has been manifest particularly in the last forty years. The latter is one 
of the organs engaged in that search." 


This statement by Bishop J.G.W. Willebrands, secretary of the Secretariat for 
Christian Unity, appeared in Osservatore Romano, the Vatican daily, for 
September 16. ; 


In an article commenting on the second report of the Joint WCC/Roman Catholic 
Working Group presented to the WCC Central Committee at its meeting in Crete, 
Bishop Willebrands continued: "The World Council of Churches occupies a 
distinct and privileged position at the heart of the ecumenical movement. 
There are, therefore, good reasons for us to hope that this collaboration 
(WCC/RC) will continue and develop, in loyalty and fidelity to the Gospel and 
to Christ, the Sovereign Lord of the Church." 


Bishop Willebrands is co-chairman of the Joint Working Group together with 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary. EPS, Geneva 
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YOUNG PEOPLE DISCUSS COMMITMENT 
AT SECOND TAIZE GATHERING 


(Taizé, France) - Nearly 2,000 young people from 25 countries attended the 
second International Youth meeting sponsored by the Taizé community. They 
came from Protestant, Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches. The theme for 
discussion was "To Live ...", how to live Christ for the world, how to com- 
municate Christianity to the man of today. 


The content of the meeting was prepared by a group of young people who had been 
regularly to Taizé. Rather than have formal lectures, the young people them- 
selves led the discussions. Their views were given in short talks, and these 
suplemented the group deliberations. 


Young people also had an opportunity to meet and talk with some of the important 
leaders of the churches in Europe. Joseph Cardinal Lefebvre, Alexander 
Cardinal Renard, Archbishop of Lyons, and bishops from Italy, Germany and Spain 
represented the Roman Catholic Church. ' 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, the Rev. Albert van den Heuval and Dr. William Nottingham 
came from the World Council of Churches. Also in attendance were Pastor Albert 
Gaillard, general secretary of the Reformed Church of France; the Bishop of 
Plymouth; and Bishop Erich Eichele, the Lutheran Bishop of Wiirttemberg; and 
Archbishop Anthony Bloom representing the Moscow Patriarchate. 


During the conference, questions were put to these leaders as to the churches" 
attitude to prophecy, the problem of world poverty, and the value of prayer 

for young people. They were asked to comment on unity, on Protestant and Roman 
Catholic views of the Reformation, etc. The most crucial question, however, 
was: "How can young people commit themselves to the life of the Church today?" 


Dr. Blake said that he would have preferred the question had been: "How can young 
people commit themselves to Jesus Christ? Some will be called to witness in 
the Church", he said, "some outside the organised church. One person can make 
tremendous differences in a church's life. One of the freest places in the 
future is likely to be in the life of the Church. The Church does not promise 
you success or a great name. It may be a humble piece of work you are called 

to do all your life. Do not think you can make a career out of the Church. 

We have enough who do that already. 


"You must be willing to do what God wants you to do. You can be helped by your 

fellows at this gathering. It is, however, at the last, a personal decision... 

God is asking you to decide what is worth living for and what is worth dying 

for. At the close of this conference we shall be praying for each other that we 
may respond to God as He calls." 


In closing the participants called on those who attend the Synod of Bishops in 
Rome and the World Council Assembly in Uppsala to achieve, in pluralism, the 
unanimity of all God's people... And so, reconciled in a single and universal 
community Christians may be a living word in the midst of the cragedies of 
war, injustice, segregation and huriger. EPS, Geneva 
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REFORMED CHURCHMEN HOLD EUROPE'S 
SECULARIZATION REQUIRES UNITED WITNESS 


(Torre Pellice, Italy) - Secularization in Europe requires Lutherans and 
Reformed to find ways to witness together "in language comprehensible to man 

in this last third of the 20th century", delegates to the European Area Council 
of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches stated here. 


A message sent by the Council to all Lutheran churches in Europe said, "Only 
when we make joint efforts to tell anew God's mighty acts as the Reformers 
did will we appear credible to the world", 


The message took note of the celebration in October of the 450th anniversary of 
Martin Luther's 95 theses. 


"The renewal that God gave his Church through Luther can stay alive only if it 
happens in our midst today", the message said. "We wish to unite with you in 
prayer for renewal through God's power, that through his word anew we may be 
led into ever deeper unity, and thus be permitted to proclaim his grace to our 
contemporary European world in a new tongue, together." 


More than 200 delegates from 29 churches in 19 European countries who attended 
the five-day Council meeting elected Pastor Neri Giampiccoli, the moderator of 
the Waldensian Evangelical Church of Italy, as the new chairman of the 
European Area Council. 


New vice-chairmen are Bishop K. Istvan Csete of Yugoslavia and the Rev. A. J. 
Weir, principal clerk of the Presbyterian Church of Ireland. 


Dr. Hendrikus Berkhof, professor of systematic theology at the University of 
Leiden, told delegates to the Council that "what is now giving itself out to 
be the new theology is predominantly an anthropology. 


"We have to reject the approach of the contemporary new theology where it tries 
to conjure up and replace the work of the Spirit through its anthropology and 
hermeneutics", Prof. Berkhof maintained. He proposed instead the development 
of "a genuine theology of renewal" which will show modern man "his proper place 
of supplication and hope". 


Commenting on the theme "Revival and Renewal", Dr. Murdo Ewen Macdonald of the , 
theological faculty of Glasgow University suggested three prerequisites if 
renewal is to happen. 


"We must get rid of evangelistic methods which are as outdated as the longbow. 
Victorian evangelism with publicity methods brought up to date does a great 
deal of damage for which we will have to pay", he said. 


More attention must be given to theology. "We must have professional academic 
theologians who are real professionals, not amateurs", he said. "Alongside 
them, however, we need a corps of interpreters who will transmit what they say. 


"Everyone knows we are in the middle of a revolution, that mobile urban tech- 
nological society is replacing feudal society", Dr. Macdonald stated. "The 
church has made adjustments for two generations, but the adjustment process 
will no longer do. We need a new reformation", Dr. Macdonald concluded. 
EPS, Geneva 
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ANGLICAN CHURCH IN CANADA APPROVES 
REMARRIAGE FOR DIVORCED PERSONS 


(Ottawa) - Remarriage of divorced persons within the Anglican communion in Canada 
is to be permitted, under a canon passed overwhelmingly at the general synod of 
the Anglican Church of Canada here late in August. The voting was: Bishops 
34-3 in favour; clergy 93-9; lay delegates 74-8. 


The decision has been described as a landmark in the world Anglican communion by 
the Most Rev. Howard H. Clark, Archbishop of Rupert's Land, as Primate of all 
Canada. 


"Tt was not easy", he said, "to depart from what has been Anglican custom up 
until now". 


The canon goes into effect immediately. It will probably take about two to 
three months for the ecclesiastical commissions - which must be established in 
each of the 28 Canadian dioceses to judge the applications by divorced persons 
- to work effectively. Archbishop Clark said that the decision was not taken 
lightly but in a spirit of love, kindness and mercy. 


The Archbishop made clear that the new canon would permit individual ministers” 
to refuse to remarry divorced persons if it was a matter of conscience. In 
such a case the applicant could be married by a clergyman willing to perform 
the ceremony. EPS, Geneva 


REFORMATION CELEBRATIONS TO PROCEED 
DESPITE EAST GERMAN RESTRICTIONS 


(Berlin) - Despite state-imposed limitations, religious celebrations to mark 
the 450th anniversary of the Reformation will take place in Wittenberg at the 
end of October. 


This was confirmed at the beginning of September by the Church Preparatory 
Commission under the chairmanship of Bishop Johannes Janicke and Bishop 

Gottfried Noth. However, not all the guests from abroad invited by the 

church can count on receiving entry visas. All responsibility for the 

decision to reduce the number of guests "rests solely with the State authorities". 
they said. 


Almost simultaneously, the Minister of the Interior in East Germany sent a 
letter to some of the West German church dignitaries who had been invited, 
stressing that entry visas would be issued only to those "who advocate normal 
relations between the two German states through negotiations on a basis of 
equality, and who do not approve of the Bonn Government's claim to be the 
sole representative..." . EPS, Geneva 
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BIBLE SOCIETY SPOKESMEN ASSESS 
SPECIAL NEEDS OF SECULAR MAN 


(St. Cergue, Switzerland) - "Both spiritually and socially, modern man is 
further removed from the ethos of the Scriptures" than man was in past 
generations, a speaker addressing 100 representatives of European churches and. 
Bible Societies stated here. 


His statement was immediately challenged by some of those attending this first 
European regional conference sponsored by the United Bible Societies, whose 
general secretary is Dr. Olivier Béguin. But all agreed that today a com- 
pletely new situation exists, and "the problem of modern secular man is not 
being taken seriously enough". 


One evidence of the new situation was offered by the Youth Section at the 
conference. Representatives from many countries reported an increasing lack 
of interest in the Bible on the part of the younger generation. . 


It was suggested that the United Bible Societies might commission a working 
group to gather together the discoveries already made in the fields of psy- 
chology and education as to methods of teaching religion. This group could 
then recommend how to “encourage and help young people to read and understand 
the Bible and to receive its message of salvation". 


Greater and more imaginative use of the mass media of communication in each 
country was recommended by the Rev. Edwin H. Robertson and Rev. Y. Schaaf. 

It is important to communicate both the contents of the Bible and the work of 
the Bible Societies, they noted. 


To reach modern man, it was recommended that two separate editions of the 

Bible be produced. One would have illustrations and non-controversial intro- 

_ductions; the second would be similar but would contain cross references, 
maps and aids to understanding the more obscure passages. “® 


The Rev. W. M. Abbott,S.J., assistant to Augustin Cardinal Bea of the Vatican 
Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity, told the group: "There is 
no difficulty about cooperating with the Bible Societies in the basic work of 
establishing the Hebrew and Greek texts that should be the basis of common 
translations. Catholic and Protestant scholars have become quite objective 
about the Hebrew and Greek texts. 


"What we need in most cases is a common language translation, one using the core 
of the language common to both educated and uneducated people. This invoives 
more than just the 850 basic words of a language. Once we have a translation 
we must go back to the Hebrew and Greek specialists to make sure it captures 
the essence of the Biblical message." 


Representatives from Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and the German Democratic 
Republic reported that production and distribution of the Bible continues in 


their countries through the churches. 


Dr. Kurt Scharf, Bishop of Berlin and a vice-president of the UBS, said: 


"Europe has a duty to be an intermediary between East and West .and between richer 
and poorer countries. Thus it has special responsibilities in Bible Society work." 


Total subsidy needed in 1968 for translation, production and distribution of 
Scriptures in the world is £2,500,000 ($7,000,000) according to Dr. Laton 
Holmgren, general secretaty of the American Bible Society and chairman of the 


UBS executive committee. EPS, Geneva 
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WORLD YWCA ACTS ON REFUGEES, 
YOUTH NEEDS, PLANNED PARENTHOOD 


(Melbourne, Australia) ~ Deep concern for the suffering of Middle East refugees 
was voiced by delegates attending the quadrennial meeting of the World YWCA, 
held here the last two weeks in August. 


Coupled with a plea that these displaced persons be allowed a "speedy return 
to their former places of residence", was a recommendation that national YWCAs 
press their governments to give full support to the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) for its increased budget. 


A special refugee appeal was also recommended to national associations, possibly 
during the Week of Prayer and World Fellowship. Aggravation of the refugee 
problem will require new services to be carried out jointly by the World YWCA and 
the national associations, it was stated. Thus funds will be needed over and 
above contributions for mutual service. . 


Recognising the predominance of youth in the world population and the serious 
problems many young people face, the Council gave high priority to a "massive, 
dynamic youth programme". Emphasis should be placed on the training of young 
leaders. , 


Discussion of the theme "The Demands of a World Community" resulted in a realis~ 
ation that, as a Christian movement, the YWCA is cut off from one-third of the 
world community. The Council urged that new ways of contact be explored amongst 
individuals, peoples and countries of differing political systems and philoso- 
phies. 


National associations will be asked to study demographic trends in their countries 


and the social and ethical aspects of changing demographic policies. Support 
was recommended for measures which, while safeguarding individual freedom and 
responsibility in family life, would ensure the development of planned parent— 
hood and health, maternal and child welfare services for all. 


The Council pressed for negotiations to end armed conflicts and to create 
conditions for safeguarding peace. It also protested against indiscriminate 
bombing and chemical warfare. 


Mrs. Athena Athanassiou of Greece was elected president of the World YWCA, 
succeeding Dr. Una Porter, 0.B.E., of Australia. Mrs. Athanassiou belongs to 
the Greek Orthodox Church and has been a member of the World YWCA Executive 
Committee since 1963. : — 


The Council also elected five vice-presidents and an Executive Committee to hold 
office for the next four years. The vice-presidents are Mrs. Aurea del Carmen 
of the Philippines, Miss Gertrud Friedrich of Germany, Dr. Irene Ighodaro of 
Nigeria, Mrs. Leonor Stok de Llovet of Argentina and Mrs. Ryrie Smith of Canada. 


The Council was attended by 250 delegates from 52 countries and fraternal dele- 
gates from a number of other world organizations (EPS No. 30). EPS, Geneva 
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ANGLICAN/ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMISSION 
BACKS COMMON USE OF CHURCHES 


(London) - Anglicans and Roman Catholics should consider "as a matter of 
urgency" the possible common use of churches and other buildings. 


This was one proposal put forward by the Anglican/Roman Catholic Joint 
Preparatory Commission which held its second meeting at Huntercombe Manor 
near Taplow, Buckinghamshire, England. 


A statement issued following the meeting referred to the matter of shared 
churches in these words: "We believe that the witness and mission of the Church, 
the responsible use of our resources, and conditions in many urban and rural 
areas make such action imperative." 


In view of the Vatican Directory on Oecumenism which called for a greater 
sharing in worship, the commission also stressed "the urgent need to work 

for common texts in those prayers and formulae which are in use in both 
churches", and welcomed the increasing cooperation in liturgical revision. 
More collaboration in educating for the ministry and in faculties and depart- 
ments of theology in universities was also' urged. 


Summing up the recent discussions, the statement said: "At Gazzada (northern 
Italy) in January 1967, we took the first steps towards restoring full unity 
between the Roman Catholic Church and the Anglican communion. At Huntercombe 
Manor, though we have seen the difficulties facing us in clearer light, we have 
made progress in understanding one another and our work." 


The subject for discussion at the second meeting was the authority of the Word 
of God and its relation to the Church. 


This led to a discussion of the authority to interpret Holy Scripture, episcopacy, 
papal primacy and infallability, "dogmatic definitions about the Blessed Virgin 
Mary", Anglican orders and problems connected with intercommunion. 


"On the subject of diversity in unity, questions were also raised about Anglican 
comprehensiveness and the problems it creates for unity in faith", the statement 
said. 


At a press conference in London the Bishop of Ripon, Dr. John Moorman, who was ° 
co-chairman of the conference, reported that the meeting had welcomed the appoint- 
ment of a joint commission on the theology of marriage and its application to 
mixed marriages, which was urgently recommended at Gazzada. 


He noted that at Huntercombe Manor "there was a great deal of cutting across 

formal lines of division. The discussion was certainly frank and open, but 

we did not have two groups glaring at one another across the table. We were 
prepared to discuss the issues." 


The Bishop of Kansas City, the Most Rev. Charles Helmsing, co-chairman from the 
Roman Catholic side, answered a journalist's question on pulpit exchanges by 
saying that the local bishop exercised ultimate authority. He thought that use 
could be made of such exchanges during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, 
but there had to be some limitation over the Eucharist because it was an 
“official liturgical service". 


(more) 
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The Joint Preparatory Commission grew out of a meeting between Pope Paul VI 

and the Archbishop of Canterbury in March 1966. Present at the second meeting 
were 12 Roman Catholics and 13 Anglicans. The Rev. Dr. Harding Meyer served 
as an observer from the World Council of Churches. . EPS, Geneva 


SINGAPORE PROTESTANTS OPPOSE 
EFFORTS TO LEGALISE ABORTION 


(Singapore) - The Council of Churches of Malaysia and Singapore, representing 
the majority of Protestant churches in the Republic, has launched a campaign. 
against the government's proposal to legalise abortion. 


In a statement issued here, the council reaffirmed its belief in "the intrinsic | 
value and sanctity of every human life". 


At the same time, however, it urged the government to go "full steam ahead" 
with educational and practical programmes for family planning. | 


The bill in question would make low-cost abortion available on ae we to any 
mother. The government argues that the bill would help Singapore’ s birth 
control programme and wipe out widespread illegal abortions. 


The Malaysia-Singapore Conference of the Chinese Methodist Church and the 
Malaysia and Graduates' Christian Fellowship have also announced their opposition 
to the bill. EPS, Geneva 


U.S. NATIONAL COUNCIL PLEDGES LOANS 
TO IMPROVE GHETTO AREAS 


(Atlanta) - Ten per cent of the unrestricted, capital funds of the National 
Council of Churches (USA) was pledged here to "low return" investments in 
urban ghetto areas. 


The action was taken by the General Board, which makes policy decisions between 
the triennial General Assemblies. 


Funds will be made available to a committee to be named by the NCC's president, 
Dr. Arthur Flemming, for programmes to be “planned and directed by representatives 
‘of those communities for maximum benefit of the communities" 


Dr. H. Leroy Brininger, associate Gdudeai secretary for administration, said 
that an excess of $100,000 was in the unrestricted category. 


The Board also voted to ask its 34 Protestant and Orthodox members either 
"singly or together" to invest funds in "communities with a high incidence of 
poverty and discrimination". EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Executive Committee of the World Methodist Council, meeting in Nairobi, 

voted to open a World Methodist office in Geneva, Switzerland, and set the 12th 

World Methodist Conference for August 1971 in Washington, D.C. Purpose of the 
new office will be to bring Methodists into closer fellowship with the World 

Council of Churches, the Lutheran World Federation, and the World Alliance of 
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A new arrival at the Ecumenical Centre, Geneva, is Miss Mercy Yamoah of Ghana, 
_who has come to serve as Youth Secretary of the World Council of Christian 
Education, which enjoys a joint working relationship with the WCC Youth 
Department (EPS No. 19). She served as treasurer for the Student Christian 
Movement in Ghana, and has been on the Chaplaincy Board of the Christian 
Council in Cape Coast. 


*% * * 


An interconfessional parish - with joint social and welfare activities and 
administration - is being started at Islamabad, Pakistan by Protestants and 
Catholics as a "visible expression" of Christian unity. Sponsoring the parish, 
which will hold separate religious services, are the Roman Catholic Rawalpindi 
diocese and the future Church of Pakistan, which includes Anglicans, Methodists 
and Presbyterians. They are seeking $430,000 to build the church and develop 
the site. ; 


* * * 


United Presbyterian missionaries evacuated from the Middle East during the 
Arab-Israeli conflict have now been redeployed. Some 21 of the 68 available 
personnel have been reassigned to Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, and the Arabian Gulf. 
The remainder have been placed in Africa (the Cameroons and Ethiopia), South 
Asia (India, Pakistan and Thailand), given special study furloughs or work 
in the national office, or are on regular furloughs. 


a, a 
The Synod of the Anglican Diocese of Perth, Australia, voted unanimously to give 
one per cent of the next year’s revenue to combat world poverty. A number of 


religious bodies in Australia have been trying recently to persuade the govern- 
ment to undertake a similar commitment. 


* * * 


The Finland Provisional Methodist Conference at its recent annual session 
ordained the Rev. Miss Kerstin Ekholm, the first woman to be admitted to the 


Methodist ministry of her country. The Finnish state church (Lutheran) does not 


permit ordination of women. 


* * * 


The Ford Foundation has awarded $160,000 to the National Council of Churches 
(USA) for partial support of a training and self-help housing programme for 
dispossessed farm workers in Mississippi. About 150 adults are expected to 
take part in the NCC programme, getting literacy education, bricklaying instruc~ 
tion, wiring and other construction skills, and on-the-job training in building 
houses. The government Office of Economic Opportunity also gives funds to 

the Delta Opportunities Corporation, a group of Negro and white Mississippians 
established in 1965 to provide jobs and low-income housing in the area. 


ek * & 
Canada's government should raise taxes so that it can double its aid to under- 
developed nations, the biennial general synod of the Anglican Church of Canada 


said. Its resolution called for a special "birthday gift" (Canada is cele~ 
brating its 100th anniversary) to poorer nations. 


* * * 
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The number of baptized Lutherans in the world during 1967 totalled 74.4 million. 
Some countries had marked gains, but decreases in other areas - notably among 
United Evangelical Churches in East Germany - caused a world decrease of 20,665. 
members. Membership in the U.S. and Canada, Africa and Australasia increased. 
But Europe's membership (the largest of any continent) declined, along with 
drops in Asia and Latin America. 


% * * 


Dr. Martin Niemdller, who earlier this year accepted the Lenin Peace Prize for 
contributions to world peace, announced in Moscow that he would donate $11,000 
of the $28,000 which accompanied the prize to the North Vietnamese Red Cross. 
Most of the money will buy medical instruments for Hanoi. A part of the 
prize will go to German charities. 


* & * 


Members of the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) in the USA gave $691,463 
to worldwide relief and rehabilitation through their Week of Compassion appeal 
this year, a gain of some $62,000 over 1966. 


* * * 


Force Ten, the new Australian inter-church aid programme, was expected to reach 
a membership of 400 by the end of its second month of operation. Individuals 
and groups are invited to contribute a minimum of A$20 (U.S.$22) annually to 
named projects to relieve human need around the world (EPS No. 28).. Members 
of Force Ten have already given more than A$1,000 to send medical supplies to 
an Indonesian hospital. The second project will aid Middle East refugees. 


ke ‘ +e EPS, Geneva 
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DEMORALIZATION CALLED BIGGEST 
SOUTH VIETNAM PROBLEM 


(Saigon/Sydney) - Almost two million South Vietnamese are now officially regis- 
tered as refugees - one out of every eight civilians. 


According to a report by U Thuang Tin, director of Asian Christian Service, 
about a million refugees are presently housed in temporary camps. More than 
half a million have been resettled in new hamlets, additions to existing villages 
in so-called safe areas, or permanent buildings in temporary camps which are 
intended to form the nucleus of new villages when the war is over. Another 
370,000 have been placed in areas made safe by the government's pacification 
programme. 


"The biggest problem for everyone involved in Vietnam, and a problem of particular 
concern to Christians, is the wholesale demoralization of the people", said the 
Rev. Alan A. Brash, secretary for inter-church aid and mission in the East Asia 
Christian Conference, parent body of Asian Christian Service. 


"Tf demoralization continues at its present rate, both sides will find they 
have lost, whatever the war's outcome", he predicted. 


"As Christians, we are concerned not only to provide care and opportunities 
for a better life", said Mr. Brash. "We are equally concerned with the morale, 
the spiritual well-being of the people." 


Because of the insecurity in Vietnam, it is impossible for the churches to start 
any long-term projects. Asian Christian Service has concentrated on providing 
medical personnel and social workers in refugee camps. Central to the ACS 
project at Tuy Hoa in Phu Yen Province is the health clinic which has treated 
nearly 10,000 people in less than a year. 


"Every clinic we have built is designed to be bulldozed into the ground with a 
minimum loss should.a camp be shifted for security reasons", Mr. Brash noted. 


A new project at Cai Be in the Mekong River Delta is coming into being with 
resident nurses and a travelling dispensary for the camps around the town", 
U Thuang Tin announced. 


Still urgently needed are day nurseries to care for children currently running 
wild in the camps. At Tuy Hoa an inadequate, temporary shelter houses a 

school which can serve only 160 of the 800 needing it, the ACS director reports. 
Since day nurseries are a new idea to the Vietnamese, a pilot project is under- 
way to demonstrate their value, he said. One very important result would be the 
freeing of mothers to earn money necessary to buy food. 


Mr. Brash, speaking in Sydney on his arrival for a three-week Australian visit, 


said one of the principal goals of ACS was to be ready for large-scale operations 
should the war end. 


"We cannot plan for. this in detail", he said, "but we recognise that the country 
will need the largest rehabilitation programme the world has ever seen". 
EPS, Geneva 
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SEATING OF WOMEN APPROVED 
BY EPISCOPAL HOUSE OF DEPUTIES 


(Seattle, Washington) - The long struggle to give women the right to sit in the 
Episcopal Church's House of Deputies is nearing an end. 


At the Church's General Convention held here, the all-male deputies gave over- 
whelming approval by a voice vote to a proposed amendment to the constitution 
which would change the composition of the body to "lay persons" rather than 
"laymen". 


Later the same day the 160 members of the House of Bishops unanimously approved 
the constitutional change. In all chureh legislation both houses must concur. 


In the past, the bishops had strongly favoured women's rights, but the deputies 
had always blocked the move. 


However, the constitutional change must still be approved by two successive 
triennial conventions. This means that the first women deputies could not be 
seated until the convention.in 1973. EPS, Geneva 


COMMUNION FOR OTHER CHRISTIANS 
BACKED BY EPISCOPAL BISHOPS 


(Seattle) - Bishops of the Episcopal Church voted here to endorse a statement 
on Communion discipline that provides that baptized Christians from other 
churches may receive Communion at Episcopal churches on certain occasions. 


The statement endorsed by the bishops declares in part: 


"The anomalous situation of Christian division requires us to accept at the 
heart of our Christian experience the pain of divisions which the present ecu- 
menical renewal of the Church is beginning to overcome. Yet all who have been 
baptized in the Name of the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit, have been made 
members of the Body of Christ. 


"Those in other Christian traditions who have, by personal profession of faith 
and personal commitment, affirmed their status as members of the Body, may on 
occasion be led by their Christian obedience to wish to receive Communion in 
our church. We believe that such baptized persons may properly do so where 
the discipline of their own church permits, not only at special occasions of 
ecumenical gatherings specifically looking towards church unity, but also in 
circumstances of individual spiritual need; and that this does not require 
any rubrical or canonical changes. 


"We hope that such recognition of the deep significance of our basic fellowship 
and Baptism will help to speed the day when all the children of God will be 
able to join in fellowship around the Table of the Lord." EPS, Geneva 
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NEW LAW THREATENS ECUMENISM, 
SPANISH CATHOLICS ASSERT 


(Madrid) - The National Secretariat for Ecumenism, founded by priests and 

professors of the Roman Catholic university in Salamanca, Spain, fears for the 
future of ecumenism unless "a speedy solution" is found to problems created by 
the new law on religious liberty. . 


This was the gist of a letter sent out September 10 by the Department on Inter 
confessional Relations of the National Secretariat. 


The letter quotes the resolution adopted by the WCC Central Committee at its 
Crete meeting (EPS No. 31) as evidence that Protestants are concerned about 
the religious situation in Spain. | 


Also mentioned is a statement by José Cardona Gregori, secretary of the 
Commission for the Defence of Protestantism in Spain, which said: "This law 
strikes a hard blow at Spanish ecumenism. It is difficult for us Protestants 
to continue to believe in ecumenism in Spain." 


"Tf a just. and speedy solution to this problem is not found", says the National 
Secretariat for Ecumenism, "two results are inevitable: (1) the hands of the 
Catholic Church in Spain will be tied and it will not be able to take any 
further ecumenical action; (2) the full ecumenical dialogue, which the Roman 
Catholic Church has opened, will be substantially endangered." 


The Secretariat urges its representatives in each Spanish diocese to make every 
effort to inform themselves about the problem of religious liberty and to assist 
ecumenically in finding a concrete solution. They are also requested to keep 
their bishops informed about the situation, and to promote and improve "the 
loving relations" with their non-Catholic brethren. 


The Department of Interconfessional Relations has asked to be notified about all 
ecumenical developments. EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN/ROMAN CATHOLIC COOPERATION 
IN SOUTH AFRICA CITED 


(Kimberley) - Two concrete examples of cooperation between Anglicans and Roman. 
Catholics in this South African community have been reported by the Swiss 
Roman Catholic press agency KIPA. Awe 


An agreement on the mutual recognition of baptism has been reached by the 
Anglican and the Catholic dioceses of Kimberley. The conditions set forth 
include use of the Trinitarian formula and ablution or immersion. 


In the same province a new experiment in religious journalism has been started. 
Henceforth the board of editors of the Catholic monthly Kehilwanzane will be 
composed of three representatives of the Catholic Church and three Anglican 
clergymen. Purpose of the collaboration is to improve the journal and to 
increase its circulation among the Tswana population for which it is intended. 
EPS, Geneva 
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$56,200 SOUGHT FOR 


1968 YOUTH PROJECTS 


(Geneva) - An ecumenical youth centre in Djakarta, Indonesia, publications for 
youth workers in Korea, an ecumenical training course in the Netherlands, and 
youth secretaries for a number of African Christian Councils are among the 1968 
World Youth Projects for which funds are being sought from church youth groups 
and WCC member churches. 


A total of $56,200 will be needed to cover the 31 projects recommended by the 
Youth Departments of the World Council of Churches and the World Council of 
Christian Education. 


Of these 31, some 25 have been submitted by national Christian councils or 
other ecumenical agencies in Africa, Asia and Latin America. The remaining 
projects are in Europe, the Middle East and the Pacific. Pe 


The 1968 figure is a slight increase over the $53,400 sought for 1967 projects, 


which totalled 30 in number. 


This year as last the major emphasis is on. leadership training and undergirding 
the work of national full-time youth workers. 


Projects in Africa lead the list for a total of $19,630. However, Latin 
American projects are a close second, totalling $18,920. For Asia the askings 
total $8,750. Lesser amounts are sought for the Middle East ($5,000), Europe 
($3,100) and the Pacific ($800). 


In addition to specific programmes, the Youth Department has an undesignated 
fund which assists projects on the list that are only ipartially. undertaken. 


The youth projects have also been cleared by the WCC's Division of Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee and World Service. EPS, Geneva 


LONDON CATHEDRAL REPLACES 
SERMON WITH DIALOGUE 


(London) - People who are searching for meaning and value in life, but do not find 
it in the ordinary preaching and administration of the Sacraments in the Church, 
of England are invited to visit Southwark Cathedral on Sunday evenings from 
October 1 until the end of September, 1968 when the Cathedral will not be used 

for a service of worship. 


There will be no organ voluntary, no prayers, no sermon. Instead there will 
be a Forum to discuss, demonstrate and explore the themes of Service, Unity, 
Education, Music, Communication, the Arts. 


Entitled "Honest to Man", the programme will be partly on a platform in the middle 
of the audience and partly amongst them with a roving microphone. . The evening 
will begin at 6.30 p.m. and at 7.45 p.m. there will be a break, when people can 
either go home or stay for refreshments served in the Cathedral, and then take 
part in small group discussions. 


The Provost of Southwark, the Very Rev. Ernest SEREACGE » sees "Sunday Nig in 
Southwark" as an exploration into the Cathedral as a "temple of dialogue". It 
has added point now when most congregations question the effectiveness of con- 
sraonrianal Cundary arwaningae warchin ‘. FPQ fCeanearza 
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URBAN PROBLEMS CHALLENGE CHURCHES 
TO REVISE PRIORITIES, WCC GROUP HOLDS 


(Milwaukee, Detroit) - "The humanization of life in a world of cities, especially 
in the so-called developing nations, is today's most significant challenge to 

the world and its structures, including the Church", said a statement issued by 
the WCC's Advisory Group on Urban and Industrial Mission. 


The Advisory Group, chaired by Anglican Bishop E. R. Wickham of Manchester, 
England, completed its third meeting here in mid-September. In the group were 
urban planners, economists, sociologists, human relations experts and theolo- 
gians. The group is appointed by the Divisional Committee of the Division of 
World Mission and Evangelism. ; 


"The issues of the modern world are all escalated by industrialisation and 
urbanisation", said the Advisory Group. "Therefore, absolute priority for 

the mission of the churches must be given to urban issues. The Christian move- 
ment must immediately re-structure its thought, organization and life for 
effective mission in this urban-industrial world. 


"Aside from a few experiments scattered around the world, there is little 
evidence that the churches are taking urbanization seriously", the group stated. 


"The need for the re-allocation of the churches' resources and personnel is now 
at the point of urgency. If the churches and the ecumenical movement further 
delay putting their own houses in order and continue only proclamations and 
lamentations, then we will see the rapid decline of the Church's ability to serve 
her Lord and his people", it was stated. 


The Advisory Group cooperates with regional councils of churches and the various 
communions in coordinating mission approaches in industrial-urban areas, parti- 
cularly in Africa, Latin America and South Asia. Relationships are maintained 
with more than 80 specialised ministries in all six continents. 


The U.S. meeting included field visits to significant urban ministries in New 
York, Chicago, Boston and Newark, New Jersey, as well as Milwaukee and Detroit. 


Earlier meetings of the group were held in Lagos, Nigeria; Kyoto, Japan; and 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. EPS, Geneva 


EAST GERMAN LUTHERAN GROUP 
VISITS SOVIET UNION 


(Berlin) - A 12-man delegation of East German Lutheran churchmen, headed by 
Bishop Moritz Mitzenheim of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Thuringia, are 
on a 10-day visit to the Soviet Union. 


Bishop Mitzenheim said the delegation's members wanted to learn about church 
life in the Soviet Union. 


They were also eager, he said, to see what was being planned for the 50th 
anniversary celebration of the 1917 October Revolution which placed the Communists 
in power in Russia. EPS, Geneva 
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SEVEN DUTCH REFORMED MINISTERS 
SEEK PRESBYTERIAN MEMBERSHIP 
* 


(East London, South Africa) - Seven Dutch Reformed ministers in South Africa, 
including four university professors, have applied for membership in the 
Presbyterian Church. 


Six are former members of the Nederduitse Hervormde Kerk and one is a clergyman 

of the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk, both Dutch Reformed denominations. The 

requests were made to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in session 
lere. Affirmative replies are expected. 


Leaving the Hervormde Kerk were Prof. B. J. van der Merwe and Prof. A. J. Stoop 
@ the University of South Africa in Transvaal, and Prof. A. S. van Selms and 
Frof. C. J. Labuschagne of the Afrikaans University of Pretoria. 


They were joined by the Rev. J. A. Swanepoel and the Rev. J. J. Coetzee, 
formerly pastors of congregations in the Transvaal. 


The Rev. T. N. du Toit, who was a member of the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk, 
also requested admission to Presbyterian membership. 


The four professors resigned from their denomination in June of this year and 
have been conducting services in Afrikaans in Pretoria's Saint Andrews 
Presbyterian Church. They were not asking to be recognised as full-time 
Presbyterian ministers because of their teaching responsibilities. 

EPS, Geneva 


TV-DISCUSSION WILL INVOLVE 
5 MILLION AMERICANS IN CITIZEN EDUCATION 


(New York) - The National Council of Churches in the USA and the National YMCA 
and YWCA are among 25 groups supporting a massive citizen-education programme 
on domestic and international issues. 


Called Project Choice, the programme begins November 5 and is expected to in- 
volve five million Americans. 


Dr. R. H. Edwin Espy, NCC general secretary, said the project will organize 
several thousand discussion groups in 30 cities. The groups will watch a 
Special series of weekly television programmes and then discuss them in depth. 


The over-riding question viewers will ask themselves is: Is the future of our 
species a matter of chance, or do we have the means to shape it? 


"Project Choice is undertaken in the conviction that informed, concerned and 
thoughtful citizens can change the world", Dr. Espy stated. 


Among’ topics to be discussed are poverty in America, the widening gap between 
rich and poor nations, world hunger, educational needs in a crisis society, 
chemical and electronic brain control. 


Project Choice grew out of a plan developed last year by the University Christian 
Mevement, an NCC-related agency. EPS, Geneva 
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NORWEGIAN PEOPLE GIVE $1.4 MILLION 
FOR WORK OF MISSION SOCIETIES 


(Stavanger, Norway) - Through the use of mass media together with personal 
visitation, the sum of 10 million Norwegian crowns ($1.4 million) was raised 
in three hours for the support of Christian missions. 


Some 80,000 volunteers contacted virtually every home in Norway during a three~ 
hour period on a Monday evening (August 28). In the months preceding the 
collection newspaper articles and advertisements, speeches, radio and television 
programmes had heralded the campaign. 


Receipts from the drive were divided proportionately between the Norwegian 
Missionary Society, with a 1967 budget of 14 million crowns, and the Santal 
Mission of Northern Churches, whose budget is 3.5 million. | Subsequently 

these two groups gave 250,000 crowns to the Pentecostal Missionary Society ‘to 
meet unexpected expenses incurred in evacuating its missionaries from the Congo. 


Breaking all record for funds campaigns in Norway, the effort was the high point 
of events marking the 125th anniversary of the Norwegian Missionary Society. At 
ceremonies held here King Olav V hailed the accomplishments of the NMS. 


"The amazing thing about this campaign", said Dr. Sigurd Aske, director of the 
Department of World Mission of the Lutheran World Federation, who attended the 
festivities, "was not only its financial success. | Perhaps more important was 
the way the news media, business firms, organizations and individuals gave 

their support not only willingly but enthusiastically". EPS, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION 
OFFERED IN DUTCH PROVINCE 


(Amsterdam) - Protestants, Old Catholics and Roman Catholics in the Province of 
Krommenie in northern Holland are conducting an ecumenical experiment in 
religious education. 


Students in the, upper grades of all schools are being given factual information 
about religion, faith and the Bible in order to promote their spiritual develop- 
ment. Instruction is given alternately by clergy of the different denominations 
However, no attempt is made to propagate the religious convictions of a parti~ 
cular communion. EPS, Geneva 


ORTHODOX MONASTERY IN BULGARIA 
GOES BACK TO CHURCH 


(Sofia) - The famous Rila Monastery in Bulgaria is once again to be occupied by 
monks. In 1961 the state expelled the monks and the monastery was transformed 
into a museum. 


Now the Bulgarian Government has unexpectedly given approval for the monastery tc 
be re-occupied, and by the end of October 25 monks of the Bulgarian Orthodox 
Church will return to Rila. , EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIAN PRESENCE IN HIGHER EDUCATION 
EXAMINED AT EUROPEAN CONSULTATION 


(Basle) - "The university must arouse in students a capacity to innovate and to 
adapt themselves to changes", said Prof. Asa Briggs, Vice Chancellor of the 
University of Sussex (England). He was addressing the European University 
Consultation organised by the World Student Christian Federation and the 
Conference of European Churches, which was held at Basle University the first 
part of September. 


“Society is in need of specialists", continued Prof. Briggs, "but their special 
knowledge must be combined with broad understanding. and judgement... Consequently 
the university that is open, pluralistic and international can no longer ignore 
the question of values." | 


Since 1964 several consultations have considered the theme "Christian Presence 
in Higher Education", They took place in Africa, Asia and Latin America. 


The 250 Protestants, Orthodox and Roman Catholics attending the European con- 
sultation also heard Prof. Ruiz-Gimenez, teacher of law at the University of 
Madrid and former Minister of Education in Spain. He said the university must 
be the place where every aspect of human freedom is safeguarded. 


"The university must be a protagonist of human solidarity and equality", he 
stated. "Tt must also promote a full humanism that includes science and tech- 
nology as well as religious knowledge - in whatever kind of society it exists." 


Prof. Raymond Panikkar, a Roman Catholic who teaches at the Hindu University of 
Benares, commented on the harm caused by intellectual neo-colonialism in which 
Western patterns of education are imposed in other areas. Prof. Noél Coulet 

of France outlined the conditions that must be present in a university community 
if its members are to be equipped to criticise and reform technological society. 


At the closing session Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, retired WCC general secretary, 
urged participants to consider setting up an ecumenical community of university 
people, including alumni as well as students. Earlier Dr. J. Sperna Weiland 
had affirmed that, in’ the words of American theologian Harvey Cox, "any work 
which is not radically ecumenical has no place on the university campus". 

EPS, Geneva 


PRESENCE AND SOLIDARITY NEEDED 
TO PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL, POTTER HOLDS 


(Bad Liebenzell, Germany) - How to overcome its "superior isolation" and become 
through its members the Church for others, is the principal issue facing the 
Church in the West today. 


This was the judgement of the Rev. Philip Potter, director of the WCC's 
Department of World Mission and Evangelism. He addressed 200 representatives 
from 36 missionary societies at the German Evangelical Missionary Day held here 


18th September. 


"The tragic fact is that the Gospel is not being preached in a way that will make 
modern secular man give any heed", Mr. Potter said, "for the church that is 
called to preach is out of touch with the deep concerns, thought forms, language, 


(more) 
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even the culture of this modern man". 


Secularisation and rapid social change are creating a more free, open, plural- 
istic society, Mr. Potter told the German missioners. "They are liberating 


men from cultures, religious taboos and restricting communities and giving 
them a sense of their own autonomy as men. 


"Religion is no longer a security or refuge when all else fails", he stated. 
"Tt can no longer be presented as the way out of life's dilemmas or disasters. 
Men are coming of age all over the world; they cannot be treated as children 
any more." 


This requires "a quite different attitude to mission" on the part of the 
churches, according to the WCC executive. "Tt requires respect for persons, 

a willingness to listen to them and to discover their deepest concerns. Only 
then can we be given the right words to speak and be enabled to perform genuine 
acts. 


"Men will not listen to any Gospel that is not concerned about human justice”, 
Mr. Potter noted. "Nor will they listen to anyone who is not prepared to join 
with them in the search for human justice." 


Too often, he said, missions and missionaries have given the impression of being 
devoted to acts of charity, rather than to the cause of justice. Too often they 
have been concerned to preserve the status quo in the name of law and order, 
when the status quo meant perpetuating policies and institutions of injustice. 


"Here is the most crucial challenge to missions regarding Christian presence and 
solidarity", the speaker said. “For solidarity in the cause of social justice 
involves today participation in the social revolution which may take violent 
forms. 


"The Gospel of love and reconciliation cannot be preached or practised in 
aloofness, but in the midst of men's lives with all the risks and agonies that 
this entails. 


"The qualities of humility, openness to others, and willingness to give ourselves 
to and for others must be the condition and the means by which we show forth the 
salvation, the freedom, which Christ has accomplished for mankind", Mr. Potter 


concluded. "The challenge to us is so to be present among men, as those who 
are in Christ, that they will discern His presence and be enabled to come face to 
face with Him and with His call to faith." EPS, Geneva 

IN BRIEF 


"Man and His Place in Society" is the theme of a Christian-Marxist dialogue to 
be held in London early in October between 15 members of Christian churches and 
a similar number of members of the British Communist Party. The conference is 
jointly sponsored by the International Department of the British Council of 

Churches and the monthly journal Marxism Today. Findings will be presented to 
an international consultation of Christians and Marxists which the WCC is spon- 


soring next spring (EPS No. 31). 
tats Rags 
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Special Report 


THE POSITION OF THE EVANGELICAL CHURCH IN HUNGARY 


An Interview with Bishop Zoltan Kaldy, 
Bishop of the Hungarian Evangelical Church 


Question: At the present time the Evangelical Church in Hungary has 430,000 
members. Has the number increased or diminished in the last few years? 


Bishop Kaldy: It is true that the Lutheran Church today has 430,000 members. 
I must add, however, that this figure is reached by considering every Hungarian 
citizen who has been baptised in the Lutheran Church to be a Lutheran. We 
cannot give an exact answer to the question whether the number of Lutheran ° 
church members has risen or fallen during the last few years: Hungarian 
citizens do not have to state on any questionnaire whether they belong to a 
church, and if so, which one. From information on church baptisms, weddings 
and funerals, and from the amount received in collections we conclude that the 
number of Lutheran church members has not fallen, The fact that collections 
are increasing annually leads us to assume that the number of members has 
increased. This is all the more striking in view of the fact that we have no 
compulsory church taxes, only freewill offerings. Even if the number of 
members has fallen, it has not fallen more than in other Lutheran churches in 
Western Europe, where people are exposed to secularism just. as our people are. 
In the past 20 years I have been happy to see that the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
can both create and maintain congregations. 


Question; In your view, does the Socialist State present opportunities for 
mission work and evangelism? What can be done apart from holding services of 
worship? | 


Bishop Kaldy: In the Socialist State there are possibilities for doing mission 
work and evangelism. However, by these terms I understand not only that 
famous evangelists can preach the Word of God in great stadiums for at least 
ten days at a time, or that someone can organise "street missions". Services 
of this kind may indeed bear good fruit in certain places. We are opposed to 
all kinds of uniformity and standardisation in mission work and evangelism. | 

In fact, every time the Word is preached (i.e. every Sunday sermon) it must 

be evangelistic in character. 


In the Lutheran Church of Hungary the redeeming Gospel of Jesus Christ is 
preached every Sunday in 320 mother churches, as well as in branch churches and 
diaspora congregations in about 600 places. ‘That is also a form of evangelism: 


In addition we preach the Word in Bible classes - often held separately for men- 
and women. We also hold "evangelism days" and “evangelism weeks" in which a 
series of sermons is preached - not by the local pastor but by pastors from 
other parishes. These are held mainly during Advent and Passiontide, and also 
during Reformation Week. They are attended by large numbers of people who have 
no other contact with the Church. 


Lastly, I include church weddings and funerals under the term "missionary 
activity". Most of those people who attend are not church members, or else tuey 
have very superficial contacts with the church. In addition every month the 


(more) 
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Lutheran Church of Hungary has the opportunity to broadcast a service. This 
is also a form of mission activity. 


Question: Apart from religious instruction (in the schools) and preparation 
for Confirmation, what opportunities exist for influencing young people? 


Bishop Kaldy: We consider it very important that the State permits our pastors 
to give. religious instruction in state schools using religious books of the 
Church, Of course, such instruction is not compulsory. However, many of the 
children attend, especially in the villages. Some 85% of the children between 
13 and 14 attend classes to prepare them for Confirmation. In addition we 
contact young people through Sunday School (children's Bible circles) and Bible 
classes for young adults. A good number of young people attend the latter. 

It is a pity that people in Western countries Say that church work among young 
people in Hungary has stopped. That is not true! 


Of course, we have problems in the Christian education of young people. But 
usually these are no greater than in West European countries. There it is 

less noticeable if young people's attendance at Bible classes is poor. In our 
church where the membership is small, it is much more noticeable. At any rate, 
the Lutheran Church of Hungary faces the future with confidence because it has 
young people in it. 


Question: It is said that there is no shortage of pastors in your church; how 
is this unusual situation explained? Can you send Hungarian pastors to other 
countries? 


Bishop Kaldy: We thank God that there is no shortage of pastors in the Lutheran 
Church of Hungary today, although not a single church has ceased to exist or 
been dissolved. It is explained partly by the fact that in the years before 
World War II almost more pastors were trained than the church could place. 

Also while a large number of the pastors in the Evangelical Church in Germany 
were obliged to undertake military service and many were killed, only a very 

few of our pastors served in the army and only two of them were killed. A much 
more, important reason, however, is that after the war God called young people to 
the ministry, and He is still doing so. Today we have 30 young assistant- 
pastors who do not yet have a church of their own. At our Theological Academy 
more than 30 young people are training for the ministry. 


As to the second question, I may say that during the last five years we have 


given three of our German-speaking pastors to the Evangelical Church. in Austria 
as a fraternal gesture. 


Question: Your church does some diaconia, particularly looking after old people 


and crippled or mentally defective children. Will it be able to extend this 
work in the future? 


Bishop Kaldy: Our church has 18 charitable institutions in which 600 old people 
and crippled or mentally defective children are cared for. These institutions 
are maintained by the local churches. At present we are not thinking of ex- 
tending this work. It is a considerable sacrifice for our congregations to 
pay for the residents, as well as the 160 laymen and laywomen who care for them. 
Of all the Christian churches in Hungary, our little Lutheran Church maintains 
the largest number of charitable institutions in proportion to its size. 


Question: You say that relations between the State and the Church are satis- 
factory. What basic principles play the decisive role in this? 


te 
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Bishop Kaldy: After World War II our church found itself in an entirely new 
social and political situation. Before the war we carried on in the so-called 
"Christian Hungary"; afterwards we were compelled to work in a social order 
based on the principles of Marx and Lenin. In this situation we might have 
succumbed to many temptations. We might have set up a sharp opposition to the 
Government and to the new social system, as the churches of Western Europe 
urged our church to do. Or we might have become a mere servant of the 
Government. 


The Lutheran Church of Hungary avoided both pitfalls, although small groups 
within it did fall into them. The agreement with the State in 1948 is based on 
separation between Church and State. The State agreed that it would not 
"secularise" the church and the church would not "clericalise" the State. Of 
course, this does not mean that there are no points of contact between them. 
Members of the Lutheran Church are simultaneously citizens of the Hungarian 
People's Republic. 


Theologically, our church's attitude towards the Government and society is based 
on Luther's doctrine of "the two ’Kingdoms"”. Members of the Lutheran Church 
work honestly at their jobs and also must help carry out plans of the State, 
which indeed serve the welfare of the whole people (cultural work, raising the 
standard of living, etc.). 


Although the relation between State and Church is regulated, it is not always 
free from problems. This is due not only to the fact that the church is the 
church and the State is the State, but also to the fact that the Lutheran 
Church of Hungary is based on the Gospel of Jesus Christ, whereas the official 
ideology is Marxism-Leninism. 


Question: In its attitude to the State and the Government the Evangelical Church 
of Hungary shows loyalty and solidarity. Is it not also prepared at times to 
identify itself with certain ideological principles and requirements of the State 
(with its socialist ideology)? 


Bishop Kaldy: This "loyalty" that you speak of is, of course, to be understood 
in the sense that the 13th chapter of Romans understands the attitude of the 
Christian to the State. But there is another pertinent phrase, the words of 
the Apostle Peter that in certain situations and questions one must "obey God 
rather than men''. Accordingly the Lutheran Church of Hungary teaches its 
members to be loyal, honest citizens; but the church has never "identified 
itself with certain ideological principles and requirements of the State". 

The church is fully aware of the ideological differences. In our church we 

do not confuse the Gospel with any form of Marxist ideology, nor are we pre- 
pared to support Marxism-Leninism with the Gospel. 


But no one can take it amiss if we welcome some of the good things that our 
Government has done to benefit our whole nation. In this respect we are not 
"identifying ourselves with certain ideological principles"; we are simply 
glad as patriotic citizens of our homeland. We hope that no one expects us 
to remain "as dumb as the Sphinx'"' in face of the work that the Marxists are 
doing for the good of our nation. 


Question: In the ecumenical movement there is a prospect of a conversation 
between Christians and Marxists. Do you support this initiative? If so, 
what effect do you think it will have on a church in a Socialist State? 


(more) 
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Bishop Kaldy: In the Christian churches there is much talk about "the dialogue 
between Marxists and Christians". | Such a dialogue is also being initiated by 
the World Council of Churches. I welcome it, but I-do not attach to it the 
importance accordéd it in many Western countries. At any rate we must guard 
against making this appear to be the most important problem of the Christian 
churches. I personally do not support an abstract dialogue with polemic 

and apologetic tendencies, nor the idea of wanting to "convert" one another. 
This kind of dialogue will not prove fruitful. 


I consider it important that Christians and Marxists seek those areas where 
they can cooperate for humanistic goals in the interest of all men, in spite of 
their ideological differences. Such joint work will provide opportunities for 
discussing questions of principle. 


For churches in the Socialist countries I do not think any particular advantage 
would result from such a dialogue. Everything we say or do, in fact our whole 
life, is a dialogue with the Marxists. 


Question: In Western Europe one is constantly hearing about. the arrest or im- 
prisonment of Protestant pastors in Eastern Europe. Are any pastors of the 
Evangelical Church of Hungary in prison at present, or have any been forced to 
retire? 


Bishop Kaldy: Today there is not a single pastor of the Lutheran Church of 
Hungary in prison. During. the past ten years only one was imprisoned for a 
few months (in 1957) because of actions which had nothing to do with “bearing 
witness to the Gospel''. If a pastor were to start a political action in 
opposition to the State, this must not be connected with “witnessing to Christ". 
At the present time not a single pastor in our church has been forced to retire 
either. This would only be done in a case where a pastor, on account of his 
advanced age, could no longer carry out his duties of preaching and giving 
spiritual care. 


* * * 


(The above interview was given by Bishop Kaldy to Hans-Wolfgang Hessler, chief 
editor of the Lutheran World Federation Information Bulletin.) 
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CCIA OFFICERS EXPRESS CONCERN 
OVER "TRAGIC SITUATION IN NIGERIA". 


(New York) - Officers of the WCC's Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs sent a communication on October 2 to Ambassador Adebo, delegate of 
Nigeria to the United Nations, and to the High Commissioner of Nigeria in | 
London, asking that they bring it to the attention of their government. The 
communication read: ' 


"As we previously informed you, the World Council of Churches and its Commission 
on International Affairs have from the outset been deeply concerned about the 
tragic situation in Nigeria. The special position of Francis Ibiam as one of 
the Presidents of the WCC has served to intensify our concern, which embraces 
all the people and particularly the fate of the Ibos at this moment. 


"We make available to you herewith the text of a statement on Nigeria adopted 
by the Central Committee of the WCC in session only a month ago at Heraklion, 
Crete. (Text of the Central Committee resolution appeared in EPS No. 31.) 


"Since the situation seems to be reaching a critical point, we appeal to all 
parties to follow a policy that will begin to dispel fear and bitterness and 
open the way to a future to which all can consent. At this time particularly, 
moderation in action and the implementation of internationally accepted humani~ 
tarian standards are required. 


"We accordingly express our concern that there should be no further loss of 
life and that major action be taken to alleviate the suffering of those who have 
been and may be displaced. 


"Recognising the special concern of all Africans, we welcome the initiative of 
the Organization for African Unity and wish success to its mission. 


Sincerely yours, 


Sir Kenneth Grubb, Chairman, CCIA 
Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, Director, CCIA" 


EPS, Geneva 


WCC DELEGATION TO REFORMATION 
CELEBRATIONS NAMED 


(Geneva) - As of October 5, the following staff members of the World Council of 
Churches were planning to attend celebrations marking the 450th anniversary of 
the Reformation in Wittenberg: 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary; . 

Frank Northam, director, Department of Finance and Administration; 

The Rev. Jens Thomsen, assistant general secretary; 

The Rev. Albert van den Heuvel, executive secretary, Youth Department; 

Axel von dem Bussche-Streithorst, Department on Church and Society; 

Dr. Madeleine Barot,- secretary for development education, Division of 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service. 


The six WCC presidents and other officers have been invited, but it is not 
Inown at WCC headquarters whether they plan to attend. EPS, Geneva 
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EPISCOPAL CONVENTION ACTS ON CHURCH UNION, 
HERESY TRIALS, VIETNAM WAR 


(Seattle, Washington) - Delegates to the General Convention of the Episcopal 
Church voted to participate in preparing a plan of church union with nine 

other U.S. denominations, acted to make heresy trials "as difficult as possible", 
rejected a resolution urging the U.S. to cease bombing North Vietnam, and 

denied that young men had a right to refuse to participate in a particular war 
on grounds of conscience. . 


In a surprise move, the 688-member House of Deputies voted unanimously to 
authorise representatives of the Episcopal Church to help prepare a proposed 
plan of union for ten denominations. Earlier, similar action had been voted 
ly the 188-member House of Bishops. 


A public hearing on the resolutions dealing with the Consultation on Church 
Union (COCU), plus some changes in the resolutions adopted by the bishops, 
brought a vote of approval from the deputies. 


In addition, the deputies added an amendment Saying that this action did not 
empower the church's representatives "to negotiate the entry of this church 
into such a plan of union", 


A 20-page report which asked the Episcopal Church to “encourage free and 
vigorous theological debate" and to make procedures for heresy trials difficult 
was affirmed by the House of Bishops. 


The report was prepared by a special committee after accusations of heresy were 
made against Bishop James A. Pike, resigned bishop of the Diocese of California. 


The committee suggested that at least 10 bishops - instead of the present three - 
be required to join in presenting heresy charges against a bishop. It was 

also proposed that two-thirds of the bishops be required to consent before heresy 
proceedings would go to trial. 


Presiding Bishop John E. Hines said the effect of the report would be to give 
the bishops a different role as guardians of the faith. They would approach 
the whole problem of theological controversy in a "pastoral rather than a 
juridical pose", he said. "This does not eliminate a juridical pose but puts 
it back to a last resort." 


Bishop Stephen F. Bayne, chairman of the ‘committee that prepared the report, 
Said: 


"This report sketches out a new stance and proclaims before the world that we 
are not afraid of free and informed dialogue." 


Bishop Hines must now appoint a committee to formulate amendments to the church's 
canons to incorporate the recommendations. 


Both houses adopted a series of seven resolutions that were interpreted as in- 
directly supporting President Johnson's policies in Vietnam. The resolutions 
called for restraint in the conduct of the war; urged sustained efforts to take 
the issue to the United Nations; reminded Episcopalians of peace appeals made 
by Pope Paul, the Archbishop of Canterbury, the World Council of Churches, and 
the National Council of Churches (USA); and asked the government to develop 


(more) 
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“fresh, new ideas about alternative possibilities" in the search for peace. 


The House of Deputies refused to agree to a resolution passed by the bishops 
recommending that the draft law exempt youths who conscientiously opposed to 
a particular war. 


EPISCOPAL WOMEN VOTE $24 MILLION 
FOR URBAN CRISIS 


(Seattle) - Episcopal Church Women at the triennial meeting here voted to give 
$2,265,917 of their 1967 United Thank Offering to a programme proposed by 
Presiding Bishop John Hines to deal with the urban crisis. Bishop Hines, in 
an address opening the church's General Convention, had called for an inter- 
religious mobilization to deal with America's urban crisis. His five-point 
programme would help bring the Negro into a place of power in the decision-_ 
making processes of American life. 


The remaining $2,553,500 of the women's offering will support 48 overseas and 
home projects. . EPS, Geneva 


FIFTH CHURCH JOINS 
CAMEROON UNION TALKS 


(Yaoundé, Cameroon) - A fifth Cameroon church has been added to the four already 
participating in the Church Union Committee (CUCC). 


At its sixth meeting here on 12th and 13th September, the committee welcomed 
representatives of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of North Cameroon. 


It also agreed to create a full-time secretariat, in view of the urgency of the 
cause of unity. One problem with which the new secretariat will undoubtedly — 
be concerned is the necessity for communicating the work of the committee to 
members of local churches. | 


Three bodies initiated the unity talks in September 1964: Presbyterian Church 
in West Cameroon, Evangelical Church of Cameroon, and the Presbyterian Church of 
Gmeroon. Last April they were joined by the Eglise Protestante Africaine in 
East Cameroon, a group which had separated from the Presbyterian Church in East 
Cameroon in the nineteen thirties for language reasons. 


Steady progress has been made in working out a constitution for a united church. 
Already available for’ study by the churches are sections on basic principles, 
the greater part of the section on organization, worship and discipline. 


The Church Union Committee is also conducting talks with the Union of Baptist 
churches of Cameroon with headquarters at Douala. Basic theological issues 
are under discussion. 


The Rev. H. Herzog, secretary of CUCC, reports that "in spite of a split in:the 
Presbyterian Church of Cameroon that occurred at the beginning of this year. when 
asmall group of pastors and laymen opposed to church union left, all the churches 
engaged in union discussions are determined to continue on the way to union as 


quickly as possible", EPS, Geneva 
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DR. VISSER 'T HOOFT CHALLENGES EUROPEAN 
CHURCHES TO RECONCILE EAST AND WEST 


(Pértschach, Austria) - "The churches of Europe are called to pioneer in. over- 
coming the tensions between East and West", Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, retired 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches, told the Fifth Assembly of 
the Conference of European Churches (CEC) meeting here. 


"The present division of Europe has been prepared and aggravated by the break 
between Eastern and Western Christianity", he said. The sins of omission 
and commission on both sides have created a context in which the ideological 
conflict and the cold war could flourish." 


Now, in spite of their long separation, Eastern and Western churches have dis- 
covered that they still have the same Lord and the same faith, he said. 


"Therefore, the European churches have a a be responsibility to fdster true 
reconciliation between the two parts of Europe", said Dr. Visser ‘t Hooft. 
"This Conference of European Churches would render a very great service 1PAt 
would become the place where the European churches would work out together how 
the process of creating deeper understanding and effecting true reconciliation 
between East and West may be advanced." 


His speech was made to a group of more than 300 churchmen from both East and 
West. The Conference of European Churches includes more than 80 member bodies. 
Unfortunately some members of the East German delegation were unable to attend. 
‘They included Bishop Gerhard Noth of Dresden, Bishop Friedrich-Wilhelm Krummacher 
of Greifswald, Bishop Hans-Joachim Fraenkel of Gorlitz and several others. The 
Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity had sent two observers: Under-secretary 
Mgr. Jean-Francois Arrighi and Dr. Werner Becker from East Germany. 


As part of their mission to serve and reconcile, said Dr. Visser 't Hooft, the 
churches have "a very great responsibility" to provide the motivation and 
dynamic for a world-wide policy of development. 


Political and economic arguments for giving aid to the underdeveloped nations 
are "increasingly ineffective", he noted and quoted Raul Prebisch, director of 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, to the effect that the 
decade of development has become the decade of frustration about development. 


"There is very little reason to hope for a large-scale, truly adequate and com- 
prehensive approach to development unless another motivation and dynamic can be 
provided", said Dr. Visser 't Hooft. 


"Development has become a moral issue", he said. "The churches know the secret 
of the Great Servant who identified himself with the least of His brethren and 
who gave His life for all... For them the word humanity is not a vague slogan, 
but a family in which all bear the same father and therefore have to live in 
solidarity with each other. 


"To reconcile the two halves of the world, to take away the mounting bitterness, 
is now the primary task. It is up to the European churches to shout from the 
roof-tops that unless we take this task of service and reconciliation seriously, 
Europe will betray its calling", he concluded. 


(more) 


Catholic church. Bishop Gerhard May of the Evangelical Church in Austria 
(Augsburg Confession) stressed the readiness of the Roman Catholic Church £9 
reconciliation, both in his sermon and.in the session afterwards. 


Among those welcoming the delegates were the Minister of Education, Dr. Theodor 
Pifel-Percevic; the Roman Catholic Bishop of Klagenfurt, Dr. Joseph Koestner; 
and other church dignitaries. Telegrams were received from Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, WCC general secretary; from the Council of the Evangelical Church of ~ 
the Union in Berlin and from its chancellery. 


Dr. Glen Garfield Williams, general secretary of CEC, challenged the meeting to 
take a definite decision for or against regional cooperation. 


"Either we provide sufficient means for the accomplishment of a regional ecu- 
menical work, or we turn our back on it and voluntarily exclude ourselves from 
it just when regional cooperation is becoming significant in all other parts of 
the world", he said. 


Noting that "the poorest and smallest churches" have been ready to give what 
they could, while others have permitted the WCC to finance CEC, Dr. Williams 
said the WCC has now developed into.a world organization rather than a 
European-American concern. 


However, there is still need for a place where European churches can address 
each other on the special problems they face, according to Dr. Williams. To 
give up such an instrument as CEC, he argued, “would surely leave a vacuum which 
would inevitably have to be filled with a similar instrument as a replacement". 


In accordance with the new rules of procedure ratified in the plenary session, 
the delegates elected Dr. Egbert Emmen of The Hague as chairman of the 
Conference. Monsieur Etienne Jung of the Church of the Augsburg Confession in 
Alsace-Lorraine was elected first vice-president, and Metropolitan Nicolae 
(Sibiu) of the Rumanian Orthodox Church, second: vice-president. EPS, Geneva 


SPAIN'S BAPTISTS VOTE TO DEFY 
NEW RELIGIOUS LAW 
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The week-long meeting of CEC began September 29, with a service in a Roman 

(Madrid) - The 16th Congress of Spanish Baptist Churches voted unanimously to , 
refuse to register their churches and ministers with the government. ; 
Climaxing a three-day conference at Albacete, the Baptist delegates issued a 
statement announcing that they were "advising" the churches and ministers to : 
"abstain from inscribing in the official register", as required under the new ~ 
law. To comply with the law would violate both the Baptist principles and the 

1965 Vatican declaration on religious freedom, the statement said. 


It is probable that the annual Synod of the Spanish Protestant Churches, to be 
held soon, will follow the Baptists’ lead by expressing strong objection to 
being registered on the same basis as any civil or civic association. 

EPS, Geneva 
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ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH TO VISIT WCC 


(Geneva) - Officials of the World Council of Churches have announced that His 
All Holiness Athenagoras I, Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, will make 
his first visit to WCC headquarters on November 6 and remain in Geneva until 
November 9. 


Among the heads of 14 autocephalous Orthodox Churches throughout the world, His 
Holiness is recognized as the "first among equals". These churches are located 
in Greece, Rumania, Slavic countries and the Arab world. His home is in 
Istanbul. 


The primary purpose of his visit is to discuss with General Secretary Eugene 
Carson Blake and members of the staff the ongoing work of the Council. He will 
also learn about preparations now going forward for the WCC's Fourth Assembly. 


The Patriarch comes to Geneva as the leader of one of the churches that helped to 
found the World Council. Orthodox churches have been in the forefront of the 
movement toward Christian Unity since the early part of this century. In January 
1920 an encyclical letter from the Patriarchate of Constantinople went to "all 

the churches of Christ wheresoever they be". It called for closer fellowship 
among the churches and suggested that doctrinal disagreements should not stand in 
the way of joint action. 


The letter said that "a closer intercourse" and mutual understanding among the 
several Christian churches might prepare the way for "the complete and blessed 
union which may someday be attained with God's help". The letter also set 
forth a number of practical suggestions for promoting goodwill. 


Orthodox delegates came to Geneva the same year to take part in preparations for 

the Faith and Order Conference (1927) and the Life and Work Conference (1925). 

These two movements eventually culminated in the founding of the WCC in 1948. 
EPS, Geneva 


PRESBYTERIANS ACCEPT REFORMED 
CHURCHMEN AS MINISTERS 


(East London, South Africa) - Applications of six Dutch Reformed churchmen for 
admission into the Presbyterian Church as ministers were formally approved here 
by the Presbyterian General Assembly. 


The men are Prof. A.S. van Selms and the Rev. C.J. Labuschagne of the Afrikaans 
University of Pretoria; Prof. B.J. van der Merwe and Prof. A.J. Stoop of 
Extramural University of South Africa; the Rev. J.S. Swanepoel, the Rev. J.J. 
Coetzee, two Transvaal ministers (EPS No. 33). All six were formerly members of 
the Nederduitse Hervormde Kerk. 


No decision was taken by the Presbyterian Assembly on a seventh minister, the Rev. 
T.N. du Toit of the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk. 


Professors van der Merwe and Stoop declined comment on their reasons for leaving 
the Nederduitse Hervormde Kerk, but others said one important reason was Article 
Three of church law which denies non-whites membership in the church. Dr. 
Swanepoel said, “It is clear that God's commandment of neighbourly love is not 
being applied in the Nederduitse Hervormde Kerk. When you understand Article 
Three you realise the church is misinformed on human rights and the need to fight 
for them." EPS, Geneva 
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U.S. AMBASSADOR DEFENDS 
MISSIONARIES IN INDIA 


(New Delhi) - The increasingly vociferous campaign against foreign missionaries 
in India has drawn a sharp reply from the U.S. Ambassador to India, Mr. Chester 
Bowles. He labelled these attacks "inventions" inspired by bad faith, and saw 
them as part of a systematic effort to "destroy the cooperation" between India, 
the U.S., and voluntary organizations working to combat famine in Bihar. 


Speeches by the Minister of Irrigation in Bihar, Mr. Chandra Sekhar Singh, set 
off the newest polemic. He charged that agents of the Central Intelligence 
Agency (USA) “camouflaged as missionaries" had infiltrated certain industrial 
regions. He said he had receivedmany complaints that victims of famine and 
flood in Bihar had been converted to Christianity in return for promises of help. 
The children in mission schools are forced to sing the praises of the USA, he 
claimed. BC 


In reply, Ambassador Bowles cited the work done in Bihar by Catholic relief 
services, the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, C.A.R.E. and members of the 
Peace Corps. : 


For the last few months these organizations have been providing a daily meal to 
44 million children, 14 million pregnant women and mothers, and 24 million other 
adults. They have built nearly 200 kilometres of roads, helped to erect 100 
kilometres of dams, dug or deepened 343 wells and 90 reservoirs. Also they 
have built 35 houses, mainly schools. | 


Both the nationalist Right and the communist or socialist Left have joined the 
campaign against the missionaries. 


While not all Indians accept the charges unreservedly, a special correspondent 
from the Left and the Right, the government has been forced to yield. 


Somegmembers of the upper class are embarrassed that foreigners are undertaking 
relief work when far too many Indians remain indifferent, it is said. For the 
moment, however, the government is unable to cancel the increasingly severe 
restrictions imposed on foreign missions in India, according to Le Monde. 

EPS, Geneva 


"DISSENTIENT OPINION" GIVEN 
TO ANGLICAN-METHODIST NEGOTIATORS 


(London) - At the Latest meeting of the Anglican-Methodist Unity Commission in 
Windsor September 20-22, Roman Catholic and Old Catholic church observers were 
in attendance and contributed to the discussions. 


Representatives of the Congregational and Presbyterian churches have been invited 
to the next session, scheduled for November. 


"The commission is well aware of the necessity to understand and remain in close 
touch with other churches which are equally interested in the prospect of unity”, 
said a statement issued at the close of the Windsor meeting. HD, 3 


for the French newspaper Le Monde states that in the face of simultaneous pressure 


the former Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Fisher, who had been quite eritical of 
the commission's progress, was invited to outline his concerns at the start of 


(more) 
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the recent meeting. Also representatives of "dissentient opinion" in the 
Anglican and Methodist churches met with the commission and aired their views. 


The commission is now well on its way towards completing. the task of clarifying 
issues, the statement said. "Unanimous agreement on the place of baptism, con- 
firmation and public reception into full membership has already been reached", 
it said. 


"The final report, due next April, will also contain a careful statement on the 
place and function of the bishop-who, it is proposed, will be appointed and con- 
secrated in the Methodist Church. A new, positive statement on the ministry 
has been agreed upon and revision of the draft service of ordination will be 
published in the near future." EPS, Geneva 


AUSTRALIAN PRESBYTERIANS URGE PEACE MOVES 


(Melbourne) - The General Assembly of the Australian Presbyterian Church has 
called on the Government to initiate moves for peace in Vietnam. 


Delegates heavily rejected a motion accepting the necessity for Australia's in- 
volvement in Vietnam. | 


The ‘assembly adopted several motions calling for péace and supporting moves for 
the redevelopment of the country. ; 


Australia's Presbyterians total just over ‘one million out of a population of 114 
million. EPS, Geneva 


NEW ZEALAND CHURCHMEN ADD SIGNATURES 
TO VIETNAM PROTEST 


(Christchurch, N.Z.) - The heads of six New Zealand churches have endorsed a 
statement issued last June in which six Australian church leaders condemned the 
war in Vietnam and urged their government to take positive steps for peace 
negotiations. 


Issued through the Australian Council of Churches, the 500-word statement des- 
cribed itself as a "cry of anguish and warning". It expressed the fear that the 
war was moving daily towards "an inevitable harvest of wider conflict and a third 
world war". 


New Zealanders signing the statment are the Rev. S.C. Read, moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church; the Rev. Ashleigh K. Petch, president of the Methodist 
Church; K.W. Edridge, president of the Baptist Church; the Rev. J. Chambers, 
chairman of the Congregational Church; N.J. Johnson, clerk of the Society of 
Friends (Quakers); and the Rev. K.M. Andrews, president of the Associated 
Churches of Christ. EPS, Geneva 


inspire the work of the synod during its month-long session. 


Addressing 193 prelates elected or appointed to advise him on the government of 
the Roman Catholic Church, the Pope dealt with the perils he sees in efforts by 
some, even within the church, to revise traditional doctrines to conform to 

"secular thought and language" rather than to raise the world to proper under- 


standing of divine revelation. 


However, some observers thought the references to charity were meant as an en 
couragement to the synod to take account of tense currents and suggest proper 

limits for them rather than to stifle all efforts to redefine and clarify the 

church's message in the modern context. 


The synod is the first concrete expression of the principle declared by the _ 
Second Vatican Council that the Pope governs the church collegially, with his 
bishops. The Pontiff may rule alone if he chooses, or override the advice of 
the synod. Or he can give the synod real deliberative, decision-making power, 
but this he has not done at this session. 


On the agenda for discussion are five items: reform of canon law; seminaries; 
liturgical reform; the dangers to faith in the world today; and mixed marriages. 
There will also be considerable pressure to discuss the problem of birth control. 


The synod will consider position papers drafted primarily by the conservative 
central church administration, the Curia. The vitality of the synod will be 
judged by the vigor and persistence with which the members advance the views of 
their national episcopal conferences, which are in many cases much more pro-" 
gressive than those of the Curia. EPS, Geneva 


NEW CONVERTS IN INDONESIA STRAIN 
BIBLE SOCIETY'S RESOURCES 


(Brisbane) - Indonesia is undergoing the greatest swing towards Christianity in 
its history, with more than 400,000 converts since 1965, Mr. P.J. Sigar, genera} 
secretary of the Indonesian Bible Society, reported here. 


The Christian "revolution" has raised the number of Christians to more than 10 
million, he stated. There is a shortage of Bibles and other Scriptures. 

Church accommodations cannot cope with the increased number of communicants, and 
services are held in the open air. 


Mr. Sigar was in Australia to tell of the operation of the Bible Society's 
printing press established in Bogor in February of last year. 


Even though the population of Indonesia is 85 per cent Moslem, the government has 
resisted attempts to oppose the conversions, stating that religion is a matter 
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POPE PAUL VI OPENS FIRST SYNOD OF BISHOPS . 

(Rome) - In his opening address to the first Synod of Bishops on September 29, 

Pope Paul VI mixed warnings about "immense dangers" from an "irreligious modern 

mentality" with exhortations to let the "ministry" and "mystery of charity" 

of personal conscience. EPS, Geneva 
; 
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METHODIST MISSION BOARD WILL WITHDRAW 
FUNDS IF BANK RENEWS SOUTH AFRICA CREDIT 


(New York) - The Methodist Board of Missions has voted to withdraw its investment 
portfolio valued at $10 million from the First National City Bank of New York if 
the bank renews its participation in a $40 million revolving credit arrangement 
with the Government of South Africa. 


The portfolio is one belonging to the National Division of the mission board. 


First National City is one of ten banks forming a consortium to extend credit to 
the South African Government. The arrangement is due to come up for review 
early in October. Telegrams went to heads of all the banks urging them not to 
renew financial commitments to South Africa. 


Mrs. Porter Brown of New York, general secretary of the Board of Missions; said: 
"We have had this matter under consideration for two years. © We should either 
take some tangible action or decide once: and for all that we are not going to do 
anything but pass resolutions. We should stop fiddling around, “4 


The motion was passed by a substantial majority. 


In addition, the board approved $100,000 in grants to aid projects that oppose 
apartheid policies in South Africa. Part of the sum will support the programme 
conducted by the National Council of Churches (USA) to keep the issue of American 
economic involvement in South Africa before the 200 U.S. firms doing business 
— 


Funds will also be used to aid political exiles from South Africa and their 
families. . 


The U.S. Government was urged to make a contribution to the United Nations' 
Trust Fund for South Africa, which offers assistance to those charged under 
apartheid laws or made refugees by the apartheid structure. Some 30 countries 
presently support the fund. 


In a separate action the Board of Missions set aside 10 per cent of its capital 
funds for "low-yield loans to projects planned, developed and managed by people 
who are entrapped in ghetto circumstances", in the United States. Preliminary 
estimates indicate the total could amount to $4 million. The General Board of 
the National Council of Churches originated the idea of low-yield loans for 
urban development and urged the denominations to follow suit (EPS. No. 32). 
EPS, Geneva 


AUSTRALIAN PRESBYTERIANS START ACTION 
TO UNITE WITH METHODISTS/CONGREGATIONALISTS 


(Melbourne) - The Presbyterian General Assembly of Australia has reaffirmed its 
decision to unite with the Methodist and Congregational churches. It started 
the process of adopting a national constitution making such a move legally 
feasible. 


The united church would be the third largest in Australia, after the Anglican and 
Roman Catholic churches. | The union is likely in the early 1970's. 


A large number of amendments to the proposed basis for union were adopted by the 


(more) 
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General Assembly for forwarding to the joint negotiating commission of the three 
churches. 


Anglican participation in the union negotiations has been shelved for the time 
being. However, the Anglicans will continue to have observers at the discussions, 
so that their eventual admission is not ruled out. “EPS, Geneva 


ARUSHA CRUSADE DRAWS PARTICIPANTS 
FROM THREE COUNTRIES’ 


(Arusha, Tanzania) - A great Tanzanian Christian Crusade has just concluded here 
under the auspices of the Revival Movement of East Africa. 


More than 1,000 persons thronged the big municipal stadium twice a day for 
services built around the theme "Ye are the light of the world”. 


Though planned as an evangelistic effort, the crusade was also an occasion for 
the deepening of spiritual life. Christians came from Uganda and Rwanda as 
well as Tanzania, staying in schools and colleges for the duration of the 
meeting. 


The Revivalist Movement started in Uganda more than 30 years ago. It involves 
primarily laymen from Lutheran, Anglican, Moravian, Menonite and other Protestant 
churches. 


In opening the Arusha crusade Bishop Stefano Moshe, Lutheran bishop of Tanzania, 
said: "We began our congress with prayer and our national anthem. We must 
build up Tanzania on the Truth and Power of God. True greatness will follow if 
we seek first His Kingdom." 


The Rev. E. Mshana, principal of Makumira Lutheran Theological Seminary, led the 
participants in prayer and singing of the hymn "Come let us praise" in Swahili. 


Main speaker for the series was Fesito Kivengere, an Anglican from Uganda who 
is a leading revival preacher in East Africa and other parts of the world. He 
recently took a Bachelor of Divinity degree in the United States. 


The crusade was a masterpiece of organization. Participants were fed and housed 
in 12 schools in Arusha, and buses provided transport to and from the stadium. 
Local Christians had collected more than £1,000 to cover expenses. 


Responsible for the conduct of the daily meetings were three Lutheran laymen: 
Titus Rwebandiza, Emmanuel Kibira and John Sodzigwa of Dar-es-Salaam and Tanga. 


The revival team, including speakers, numbered about 100 persons. 
Although not organised by the churches, this cooperative evangelistic effort by 


Christians of several communions is striking evidence of the vitality of the 
Christian community in East Africa today. EPS, Geneva 
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secretary of the AACC, Mr. S.H. Amissah, 0.B.E., stated: "I am pleased to 
inform you that in pursuit of its declared policy to second African priests to 
help in running of churches and theological schools in the Sudan, the Government 
of the Republic of the Sudan is prepared to consider favourably applications of 
such Beconrimens: submitted by the churches concerned on the recommendation of the 
AACC. ) 


Mr. Amissah was also assured that the lengthy procedures formerly applied to 
applications from priests desiring entry or transit visas had been lifted, 
"and their applications will now be looked into. in the normal manner". 


Ambassador Mirghani thanked the AACC for its cooperation and goodwill. 
EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Rev. Michel Wagner, minister of the: Reformed Church at Aix-en-Province 
since 1960, has assumed new duties as executive secretary of CIMADE, an ecu- 
menical service agency of the Protestant and Orthodox churches in France. 
Associated with him are the Rev. André Lew, dealing with recognised and non- 
recognised refugees, and Miss Maria Dufour, in charge of migrant work. The 
Rev. Jacques Beaumont, who was the executive secretary for more than 10 years 
but has been ill for nearly a year, returns to advise the team. on relations 
with public services and other organizations until Easter 1968. 


* * % 


Sixty-four translators working on an ecumenical translation of the Old and New 
Testaments in French reported at a meeting in Arbresle early in September that 
good progress is being made. They hope to complete publication of the New 
Testament in 1970 and the whole Bible in 1975. 


* ‘* *% 


The controversial Dutch catechism that conservative Catholics claimed was "punc- 
tuated with heresies" is now on sale in Britain. Titled "The New Catechism", 
the 510-page guide for adult and teenage Catholics has been released before its 
final approval by a special Commission of Cardinals in Rome. It does, however, 
have an imprimatur from the Bishop of Burlington (USA). Cardinal Alfrink of ; 
Holland has described as "ridiculous" the suggestion that it contained heresies. 
However, he agreed the language could be "tidied up in one or two places". 


* *® * 


Dr. Laszlo Ravasz, retired bishop of the Reformed Church in Hungary and a pioneer 
in the ecumenical movement, celebrated his 85th birthday September 29. Author 

of some 30 volumes on theology, Bishop Ravasz was active in the Life and Work 
movement, attending the Stockholm Conference in 1925. He represented his church 
at the First Assembly of the WCC at Amsterdam. Since 1948 he has lived in retire- 
ment at Leanyfalu, Hungary. 
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Eighty-five observers, representing Orthodox, Protestant and ecumenical bodies, 
will join the 2,500 Roman Catholic delegates attending the third World Congress 
of the Lay Apostolate in Rome October 11-18. Among them are two representatives 
of the Baptist World Alliance, which had previously declined to send observers to 
Catholic meetings. However, its Executive Committee reversed this policy in 
August and voted to let the general secretary, Dr. Josef Nordenhaug, use his 
discretion. 


* * * 


The Anglican Archbishop of Central Africa, Oliver Green-Wilkinson, has given 
his full support to the stand taken by the Roman Catholic and Anglican bishops 
in Rhodesia opposing the government's policy of separate race development 

(EPS No. 23). The Archbishop, writing in his diocesan bulletin, said that 
separate race development is only a first step towards a policy of apartheid 
such as that practised in South Africa. 


kk Ok 


In Rwanda and Burundi, owing to the shortage of priests, the Roman Catholic 
bishops have requested and received permission from Rome for lay brothers and 
even laymen to distribute Holy Communion, to bring it in churches where there 
is no acting priest, to expose the sacrament in certain circumstances, and to 
take it to the sick. This authority has been given for three years. 


kk 


The observance of the 450th anniversary of the. Reformation, beginning October 
31 in Wittenberg, will not be given live coverage on East German radio or 
television, officials of the East German Government announced. Parts of 
some ceremonies will be filmed for use in regular news broadcasts, they said. 


* * * 


Twenty-three bishops and more than 500 priests of the Roman Catholic Church in 
Chile, attending a meeting of the national synod in Santiago, said that Chile 
has "an urgent need. for rapid social changes". Conditions of poverty "prevent 
a dignified human existence" for many citizens, it was noted. A synod resolu~ 
tion also called for the development of closer relations with Protestants and 
Jews. 


* * * 


Three Moscow Baptists have enrolled for a two-year course at Spurgeon's College, 
(Baptist) in London. They are Benjamin Fedichkin and Dmitry Krasnenkov, 
pastors of the Moscow Baptist Church, and Leonid Tkachenko, the church's choir 
director. At present Russian Baptists have no seminary but are negotiating for 
the establishment of a correspondence school. 


* * * 


Twenty leaders of Student Christian Movements in Asia are attending the first 
two-month session of: the World Student Christian Federation's Asia Study 
Fellowship for the University Ministry. Sessions are being held at the YMCA 
International Youth Cefltre near Tokyo. After the sessions all participants 
will do ten months of field work with one of the Asian SCMs. 


es abige Ne EPS, Geneva 
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WCC GRADUATE SCHOOL EXAMINES 
RENEWAL IN WORLD AND CHURCH 


(Geneva) - "Renewal in the World and in the Church" is the major subject for 
Study at the 16th session of the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies at 
Chateau de Bossey near Geneva. 


Fifty-seven students from 26 countries are enrolled in the WCC-sponsored school, 
which opened October 3 and will continue in session until February 15, 1968. 
The group includes four Roman Catholics as well as Protestants and Orthodox. 
Students come from North and South America, Africa, Asia and Australia, and 
Europe. . 


Guest lecturers will include Swiss Roman Catholic theologian Hans Kung and the 
Rev. Jéréme Hamer, 0.P., of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity, Dr. 
Arend Th. van Leeuwen, director of "Kerk en Wereld" in Holland, and American 
theologian Paul van Buren. 


At opening exercises on October 3, Dr. N.A. Nissiotis, director of the Graduate 
School, said: "All churches are striving for renewal without knowing exactly 
what they mean by the term. That is one reason why we will study it. 


"The renewal of the Church is never individualistic but always involves the 
whole of the Christian community and the whole of the world", he said. 


“We may expect disappointment at the WCC's Fourth Assembly in Uppsala next year 
if the churches refuse to see the element of judgement present in the concept of 
renewal. 


"We have chosen to study renewal not because we wish to answer in an apologetic 
way the challenge from the world, nor to find a modern way of proclaiming the 
Gospel, but because renewal is at the heart of the Gospel and the essence of 
the Church", Dr. Nissiotis stated. 


In addition to studying the main theme and the ecumenical movement in general, 
the students will have seminars on the following subjects: scientific research 
and the dynamic concept of nature, the biblical concept of renewal, the modern 
concept of history, renewal in education, and trends of renewal in theological 
thinking. . EPS, Geneva 


INNER-CITY PASTOR JOINS WCC'S 
PROGRAMME FOR URBAN MINISTRY 


(Geneva) - The Rev. Kenneth S. Waterman, 40, has taken up his duties in the Urban 
and Industrial Mission programme of the WCC's Division of World Mission and 
Evangelism here. A North American clergyman with experience in ministering to 
residents of densely populated slum areas, Mr. Waterman has been seconded to 

the WCC by the Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations of the United 
Presbyterian Church (USA) and the National Council of Churches' Division of 
Christian Life and Mission. 


During his pastorate of the racially integrated First Presbyterian Church of 
Kansas City, Missouri, the parish instigated what became a massive, highly 
controversial organization of urban Negroes to gain power in the community. 
The organization was staffed by members of the Industriai Areas Foundation, 


which is led by Saul D. Alinsky. (more) 
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Mr. Waterman was inptrumental in founding the first parish-level ecumenical 
community (congregation) involving Roman Catholics, Episcopalians, United Church 
of Christ and United Presbyterians. Known as St. Mark's Church, it will have 
separate sacramental observances for each participating communion, but all other 
programmes will be unified. These include congregational life, clergy and staff, 
weekly worship, social action and service, and religious education. A $365,000 
building is under construction. 


In his DWME assignment, Mr. Waterman will consult with denominations and _ 
-regional councils of churches about strengthening ministries in urban areas in- 
habited by unemployed and disinherited people, especially in the mushrooming 
cities of Latin America, Africa and East Asia. He will also develop relation- 
chips for DWME with international agencies. EPS, Geneva 


DISCIPLES/ROMAN CATHOLIC TALKS HIGHLIGHT 
IMPORTANCE OF INTER-COMMUNION 


(Kansas City, Missouri) - Representatives of the Roman Catholic Church and the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the USA urged Christians of different 
traditions to explore the possibility of a wider sharing of Holy Communion among 
them. 


Following a two-day dialogue, ecumenical leaders of the two church bodies issued 
a joint statement in which they expressed appreciation for the diversity in 
church life. At the same time they saw a need to “manifest more fully the unity 
given by our Lord". 


Calling the Eucharist "the most central expression of unity of Christians and a 
means to further that unity", the statement said, "we must face seriously the 
question of responsible Eucharistic inter-communion". 


The quest for unity also requires "corporate and organizational expression. The 
churches must also assume responsibility together for their common life and 
mission", it was stated. 


The consultation was called by the Disciples' Council on Christian Unity headed 
by Dr. George G. Beazley, Jr., of Indianapolis, Indiana, and by the Catholic 
Bishops' Committee for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs. The Rev. John F. 
Hotchkin, assistant director of the Bishops! Committee, led the Catholic dele- 
gation. 


The two groups had agreed earlier that discussion would be limited to the ecu- 
menical movement in general and not to specific Catholic-Disciples relationships. 
; EPS, Geneva 


SUDAN TO ADMIT AFRICAN MINISTERS 
ON RECOMMENDATION OF A.A.C.C. 


(Nairobi) - The Government of Sudan, through its ambassador in Kenya, has made 
known its decision to permit missionaries from Africa to enter the Sudan if 
they are recommended by the All Africa Conference of Churches‘ (AACC). 


In December 1966 the AACC sent a goodwill mission to the Sudan at the invitation 
of the Government of the Republic (EPS No. 39, 1966). 


A letter sent nts the Sudanese ambassador, M. Mirghani, to the general secretary 
(more) 
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CHURCH ASSISTANCE TO NEAR EAST 
REFUGEES ENTERING SECOND STAGE 


(Geneva) ~ "With winter cold coming on, several hundred thousand refugees from 
the West Bank of the Jordan are still homeless", reports Mr. Richard Butler, 
Near East emergency secretary for the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service. He returned October 7 from a visit to Jordan and 
Lebanon where he saw projects developed with the help of funds collected 
through the DICARWS $2 million appeal. 


The churches in Jordan, through the joint WCC-Near East Council of Churches 
Emergency Committee, are aiding refugees who have remained in Amman, Zerka and 
Irbid in East Jordan. These persons now live crowded in with friends and 
relatives, sometimes even inhabiting gardens and caves. An estimated 20,000 
are in Amman alone. They have stayed in the towns in the hope of finding work. 


Immediately after the Arab-Israeli war, funds were rushed by the WCC to purchase 
5,000 family kits for the new refugees, including mattresses, cooking utensils 
and a small stove. The majority went to people from three West Bank villages 
destroyed by war. Some 4,000 refugees in Amman, Zerka and Irbid were aided with 
cash, clothing and food. An emergency clinic was operated in Amman in co~ 
operation with the government where free medical care was dispensed. 


Now the churches are in process of setting up a social case work programme in 
which volunteers will visit the refugees and try to work out solutions to their 
problems. In some cases this may mean finding money to add a room to the home 
of a friend or relative where they are living. 


"It is most gratifying", said Mr. Butler, "that some of those who have volun- 
teered to serve as ‘case workers' were refugees themselves following the 1948 
partition. Now they are eager to help others". 


Some of the money contributed by WCC member churches in response to the DICARWS 
appeal is being used for work projects among the refugees. Women will make 
clothing to distribute primarily to school children. Men will be involved in 
clearing land in an agricultural project outside Amman. In surrounding 
villages road building will be undertaken. 

% 
"The churches have,told the government that they want to stress self-help 
projects rather than hand-outs", Mr. Butler stated. "Together we are inves-— 
tigating other types of wage relief that might be possible. 


"Today our church-financed programme is entering a second stage", said Mr. 
Buther, "and the biggest need now is for wage relief through self-help projects". 


The United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) is closing the camps in the 
highlands where winter in a tent would be impossible and moving people to six 
new camps in the Jordan Valley where the weather is at least bearable for the 
100,000 refugees expected to be there in the coming months. Dwellings are 
erag constructed out of four iron poles, an asbestos roof and blocks that 

the refugees will make out of mud and straw. 


Where refugees still must live in tents, a cement slab will be put down for a 
floor with a low wall surrounding each tent. 


"Since UNRWA has taken responsibility for the camps" » said Mr. Butler. "the 
situation has become much better organised than in the days after the war. 
(more) 
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The people are better off because their needs are being met in orderly fashion." 


When Mr. Butler was in Beirut, $20,000 of the Emergency Appeal funds were 
allocated to the Scholarship Loan Fund of the Near East Council of Churches, 
which is aiding students who formerly lived on the West Bank of Jordan. The 
churches will also participate in the scholarship assistance programme of the 
University Christian Centre. This group seeks to make sure that students 
vreviously enrolled at American University, Beirut College for Women, and 
Hagazian College and now without contact with their homes have a chance to 
continue their studies, . 


Mr. Butler goes to Jerusalem and the Gaza strip October 14-24 for contact with 
the churches’ programmes there. | _ EPS, Geneva 


DEPORTED BISHOP RESIGNS POST, 
WILL JOIN SANTA BARBARA CENTER 


(Cape Town) - The vicar general of the Anglican diocese of Kimberley and 
Kuruman in South Africa announced that Bishop C. Edward Crowther has resigned, 
effective October 31. 


The Rev. G. A. Pullen said that the resignation was tendered by cable; _ the 
bishop is now in the United States. 


Bishop Crowther, a British-born citizen of the U.S., was deported from South 
Africa on June 30 because of his criticism of the apartheid (racial separation) 
policy of the government (EPS No. 22). 


Arriving in New York in early July, he said that he would retain his position 
as bishop "in exile" for an indefinite period. 


(After the resignation was reported in South Africa, it was learned that Bishop 
Crowther has accepted a six-months appointment with the Center for the Study 
of Democratic Institutions in Santa Barbara, California, which is headed by 

Dr. Robert Hutchins. He will be a "Visiting Fellow".) 


Mr. Pullen said that one of the reasons Bishop Crowther gave for his resignation 
was that the continuing payment of his full stipend was causing the diocese 

more expense than it could afford. Kimberley and Kuruman is reported to be one 
of the poorest Anglican dioceses in South Africa. EPS, Geneva 


CLUSTERS OF THEOLOGICAL SCHOOLS ~ 
PREDICTED FOR U.S., CANADA 


(Montreal) - The executive director of the American Association of Theological 
Schools in the U.S. and Canada predicted here that North America's multitude of 
theological schools will integrate into multi-school clusters within the next 20. 
years. 


Dr. Jesse H. Ziegler of Dayton, Ohio, said the 145 relatively separated institu- 
tions will group themselves into approximately 25 centres. 


The lgamated groups, or "relationships", would be established "in order to give 
witness to the true nature of church and ministry, to provide for higher quality, 


and to control cost", he said. | 
(more) 
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"Students and faculty support in the years ahead will gravitate to those centres 
that are large enough and exciting enough to sustain a lively dialogue between 
church and world and between various parts of the church", Dr. Ziegler stated in 


addressing the centennial celebration of Presbyterian College here. 
| EPS, Geneva 


UNION OF THREE PACIFIC ISLANDS ‘ 
CHURCHES SET FOR JANUARY 


(Vella Lavella/Roreinang, Solomon Islands) - The United Church of Papua-New 
Guinea and the Solomon Islands is due to come into being next January. 


It will include the United Church of Port Moresby, the Papua Ekelesia - formerly 
the London Missionary Society - and the Methodist Districts of the New Guinea 
Highlands, the Territory of Papua and New Guinea, and the Solomon Islands. 

The Methodist Church as it is now known in the British Solomon Islands Protector- 
ate will no longer exist. . 


Control of the new United Church will be vested in the Assembly, which will meet 
annually. Each year it will select a moderator to head the church. Bishops 
will be elected for an initial period of six years, and it is expected that 
there will be some ten of them. 


Negotiations among the several bodies began in 1964 after preliminary meetings 
had established the desirability of seeking organic ‘union. : EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANT MISSIONS DECLINING IN ANGOLA, 
PORTUGUESE LIMIT RE-ENTRY OF MISSIONARIES 


(Nova Lisboa, Angola) - Protestant missions in the Portuguese territory of 
Angola are said to have dwindled to about 65 today from over 250 in 1961, 
according to a special report published in the New York Times on September 18. 


The Council of Evangelical Churches of Central Angola has not been authorised by 
the Portuguese to bring in any new missionaries since 1964. Nor are the 
council's missionaries permitted to return after they once leave the country, it 
is reported. : 


Portuguese authorities in Angola blame Protestant missions for the nationalist 
insurrection, which has been going on in some areas for the last six years. 


The Governor-General, Lieut. Col. Camilo Rebocho Vaz, is quoted as saying that 
some Protestants are deliberately working for the denationalisation of the 
population. Protestant missions have' also been criticised for widespread use 
of African languages rather than Portuguese. 


The missionaries deny charges of “denationalisation". They say they use the 
local African languages in vocational courses and religious services because 
they feel this is. the best way to reach the villagers. } 


While many Angolan nationalists have previously attended mission schools, this is 
said to be because the Protestant missions have been a leading force in education 
since the end of the last century. . 


In 1961 there were 80 missionaries serving the Central Angolan Council. Today \ 
there are 20, according to the New York Times report. Medical missionaries are. 


especially needéd because the council has only two doctors running its eight 
hospitals. , EPS, Geneva 
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AID TO VIETNAM MAY CONTINUE, 
AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES ‘TOLD 


(Sydney) - Australian churches' support of aid operations in Vietnam is not 
affected by the Federal Government's Defence Forces Protection Act. 


This was the opinion of the Australian Council of Churches' Executive Committee 
meeting here, 


The opinion is based on talks between officers of the Council's Inter-Church Aid 
Division and the Attorney-General's Department. 


The Defence Forces Protection Act makes it illegal for Australians to send aid 
to certain named organizations, including the Communist Party of North Vietnam, 
the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam and the North Vietnamese 
Government. 


The act does not make it unlawful to contribute to the Australian Red Cross 
Society or other bodies to be specified by proclamation. 


During passage of the Act, the national Inter-Church Aid Secretary, the Rev. 
Harvey L. Perkins, publicly expressed grave concern at the unwarranted suspicion 
implied of other aid bodies operating in Vietnam, including Australian Inter- 
Church Aid. 


Australian churches give funds, personnel and material aid to Asian Christian 
Service, the refugee relief agency of the East Asia Christian Conference at 
work in South Vietnam. 


An officer of the Attorney General's office has assured Mr. Perkins that there 
was no need for Inter-Church Aid to be proclaimed. | 


Australian Inter-Church Aid will, send two more Australians to join six already 
serving in refugee camps in South Vietnam. They expect to leave this month. 
EPS, Geneva 


SEVEN DENOMINATIONS START 
ECUMENICAL CAMPUS MINISTRY 


(St. Paul, Minnesota) - An ecumenical ministry has been formed to serve students 
on the St. Paul campus of the University of Minnesota. 


Seven denominations participated in the formation of the St. Paul Campus 
Ministry. Three other churches and the Young Women's Christian Association are 
cooperating. Headquarters will be Luther Hall, which is owned by the campus 
ministry agency of the American Lutheran Church and the Lutheran Church in 


America. 


Other participating groups are the Wesley Foundation (Methodist), whose St. Paul 
centre will be used as an auxiliary facility, and the United Campus Christian 
Fellowship, which represents the Disciples of Christ, Evangelical United Brethren 
Church, Moravian Church, United Church of Christ and United Presbyterian Church. 
Cooperating groups are the University Lutheran Chapel (Missouri Synod); Newman 
Foundation (Roman Catholic); St. Matthew's Episcopal Church, and the YWCA. 


Student groups sponsored by the new campus ministry will have functional identities 
rather than denominational labels. Campus ministers will work as a team, and only 
in sacramental worship and catechetical instruction will denominational identities 


be emphasised. EPS, Geneva 


No. 35 - 12th October, 1967 6 


"THE CHURCH AND PUBLIC OPINION" 
DISCUSSED AT ECUMENICAL SYMPOSIUM 


(Rome) - "The Church is a public community, announcing the Good News to the 
world. Thus the dissemination of accurate information must be seen as a con- 
stitutive element of this community. Secretiveness within the Church is a 
denial of its very nature." 


This was the principal conclusion of 60 Christian communications specialists of 
Anglican, Roman Catholic and Protestant churches from 18 countries who attended 
the Second Symposium on Christian Communication held here October 6-8. 


Dedicated to the memory of Philippe Maury, the late director of the WCC's 
Information Department, the symposium was jointly sponsored by the department 
and the Roman Catholic International Documentation Centre (IDOC). 


While acknowledging that the religious information specialist has a loyalty to 
church authorities, the participants agreed that in a conflict situation, “which 
may well be the normal situation today", his conscience, his faithfulness to the 
truth, and his solidarity with the voiceless should form his ultimate criterion. 


They expressed solidarity with colleagues who found themselves "forced to lay 
down their function for the sake of their conscience or because of measures 
taken against them". Special mention was made of staff members of the church 
journal Avvenire d'Italia and "several others, Catholics and Protestants, in 
Latin America, Greece, England, Spain and elsewhere". 


Discussions on the theme "The Church and Public Opinion" were introduced by Prof. 
M-D. Chenu, 0.P., of Paris; Hans-Jiirgen Schultz, programme director of the 
South German Radio Station in Stuttgart; and Henri Fesquet, religion editor of 
Le Monde in Paris. . 


Father Chenu stressed that because the Church is living "in the world of these 
times", it behoves "the whole people of God to scrutinise, discern and interpret 
the multiple languages of our times, and to judge them in the light of the 
Divine Word, so that the revealed Truth may ceaselessly be better perceived, 
understood and presented under a more suitable form". 


Hans~Jiirgen Schultz spoke of the vast audience made available to the church 
through radio and television, but he also noted the new requirements the media 
make. He said: "Preaching by radio involves nothing less than a completely 
new test of our ability to apply what we say about God to the world of our time. 
On the radio we speak every day in secular language, without the aid of incense, 
pulpit, altar or clerical gown. The message therefore has to be incarnated to 
some extent into the material of a broadcast, and to be expressed through the 
technical equipment." — 


It is not so much a question of speaking about the faith, he said, as giving 
information in faith. "One can speak about the world from the basis of faith. 
Fait is not so much a theme as a way of thinking and living. And it is 
contagious." 


Mr. Fesquet described the choices facing a Christian journalist in conflict situ- 
ations. "It is one thing to defend the interests of church leaders, to facili- 
tate t’ .r task by minimising the crises, the difficulties or the mistakes which 
they may make. It is an entirely different matter to defend the interests of 
the Gospel, of the Church as “the people of God", the gifts of the Holy Spirit... 
It is better to obey God than men." EPS, Geneva 


No. 35 - 12th October, 196/ 7 


ONE WORLD OR DISASTER, 
BLAKE TELLS U.S. STUDENTS 


(Evanston, Illinois) - Successful cooperation between the World Council of 
Churches and the Roman Catholic Church on social and political issues will make. 
it possible to solve more quickly "all the other problems of Christian Unity", 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, predicted in an address at 
Garrett Theological Seminary here October 11. 


Citing the experience gained by churches that have cooperated in the World 

Council of Churches, Dr. Blake stated: “It is clear that the cooperation developed 
in life and work through the decades has made formidable contributions to unity 

in mission, in faith, and in order." 


Dr. Blake addressed the seminary students on "Major Issues before the World 
Council of Churches". 


The first issue, he said, was whether the WCC should move forward faster or 
should slow down. Even among ecumenically minded people there is disagreement, 
he noted. Some are impressed by the rapid changes taking place in society and 
believe the church must change rapidly’ too in order to relate to modern man. 
Others urge going slower "in order to consolidate the true and obvious ecumenical 


gains of the half century". 
A second issue arises from the "crisis of faith". 


"The biblical, theological and metaphysical assumptions of the most intelligent 
Christians are being deeply challenged, whether in the name of materialism, 
scientific experimentalism, humanism, logical positivism or biblical exegesis 
and hermeneutics", Dr. Blake said. 


"The question before the church today is how to formulate the eternal truth of 
the Gospel in new ways that are understandable and persuasive to modern man." 


A third issue was defined as "the measure and means of increased dynamic co- 
operation with the Roman Catholic Church". Dr. Blake noted that in the area of 
service to humanity, including both charitable efforts and establishment of 
economic justice and opportunity world-wide, cooperation should be easier than 


on theological issues. 


"There is no good theological reason for continuing our separate programmes 
which are ineffective as against the weight and urgency of the problems now 
faced by all humanity", he maintained. 


Acknowledging that there are important ethical, social, economic and political 
differences among Christians, Dr. Blake still contended that "there is no impor- 
tant Catholic~Protestant or Protestant-Orthodox difference in these matters. 

And it is clear that in the next few years our combined bureaucracies should find 
the ways to bring the whole weight of Christian good-will and conviction to bear 
upon the great social, economic and political issues of our day". 


The fourth issue facing the WCC involves helping "this world neighbourhood 
become a world community, and quickly before it is too late". 


Tracing the development of man's destructive capabilities, Dr. Blake said: 


"The inter-continental missile and the orbiting space ship make it possible to 
(more) 
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kill anyone anywhere on earth... The neighbourhood of killing is now world-wide." 


A world community requires common values, common laws, common social instruments, 
mutual trust and faith. 


"We are obviously far from having these yet", he noted. "But the church must 


remind us all with power that nothing less than the ancient vision of one world 
under one God will suffice to avoid disaster." EPS, Geneva 


POSTPONEMENT OF ANGLICAN/METHODIST 
VOTE TERMED "DALLYING" 


(London) - It is no use disguising the delay in voting on the Anglican-Methodist 
unity report as "an administrative device to allow more time for the report to 

be considered, printed and circulated. Someone -has hoisted a warning signal for 
the slow movement to begin. The dragging of feet is heard." 


This is the opinion of the religious journalist Cecil Northcott, writing in the 
October 6 issue of Church Times, published here. Mr. Northcott, editor of the. 
Lutterworth Press, writes regularly for The Christian Century (USA) and the 
Observer (London). An ordained Congregational minister, he furnishes a ‘Free 
Church commentary" for the independent Anglican journal Church Times. 


"It may be that, fascinated with the prospect of union with Rome, the Anglican 
Church now sees unity with the followers of John Wesley as very small beer 
indeed", Mr. Northcott writes. 


"Methodism is already aware of the revolutionary changes in its style and 
character that will be called for by unity with the Church of England, and this 
awareness is penetrating to the rank and file..." 


But Methodism on its side "has committed itself far down the road towards 
unity, and has already taken more major risks than has the Church of England", in 
Mr. Northcott's estimation. 


"It may be that the present movement of dallying on the road to unity is due to 
an attack of cold feet on both sides", he says. "Having gone thus far, the 
prospect of years of negotiating and re-organization looks daunting. In any 
case the present generation of leaders and negotiators and unity-men are getting 
older and will soon be out of the business. | People can also get bored with the 
subject and send up the cry, ‘We're all right, Jack'." 


Mr. Northcott concludes his comments with a reminder that those who negotiated 
the formation of the Church of South India did not live to see it come to 
fruition. 


"It took three generations of Indians and expatriate missionaries to bring it 
off", he writes. "Many died without seeing it. Many dallied on the road. 
But the men of hope and determination finally prevailed." EPS, Geneva 


No. 35 - 12th October, 1967 9 


PHILIPPINE SEMINARY TO INSTALL 
EACO STAFF MEMBER AS PRESIDENT 


(Manila) ~- Dr. Jacob S$. Quiambao, a part-time staff member of the East Asia 
Christian Conference for the past five years, will be inaugurated as the ninth 
president of Union Theological Seminary here October 25. 


Dr. Quiambao has served as secretary of the EACC Committee on Cooperation 
Between Men and Women in Home, Church and Society and has taken special interest 
in the study of the family and its relationships. He is the author of The 


Asian Family in a Changing Society and has spoken widely on this subject in 


Asian‘ countries.. 


Dr. Quiambao received his education at Union Theological Seminary and studied 
law at the University of the Philippines. He was admitted to the Bar in 
1940. He holds degrees from Garrett Theological Seminary and Northwestern 
University, Evanston, Illinois. After special studies at the Merrill Palmer 
Institute of Family Life and Human Development in Michigan, he received his 
doctor's degree from Boston University. 


He succeeds Dr. Benjamin I. Guansing, who has been elected a Bishop of the 
Methodist Church. . EPS, Geneva 


ARMENTAN BISHOPS CONSECRATED 


(Etchmiadzin, Soviet Armenia) - Catholicos Vazken b a spiritual leader of the 
Armenian Apostolic Church, consecrated two bishops here for service in North 
America, 


Bishop Vasken Kebreslian, vicar general of the diocese of the Armenian Church 
of America, and Bishop Vatche Hovsepian, regional vicar for the Armenian Church 
in Canada, will return to North America after a tour of the Soviet Union. 


Bishop Kebreslian, born in Lebanon in 1931, was ordained a priest in 1954 after 
Studies at the seminary of the Armenian Patriarchate in Jerusalem. For three 
years he was pastor of the Armenian church, Cleveland. He became the vicar 
general of the American diocese in January, 1967 and resides in New York City. 


Bishop Hovsepian, born in Lebanon in 1930, was ordained after studies at the 
seminary in Antelias, Lebanon. For 11 years he has been pastor of the 
Armenian church in Union City, New Jersey, and since 1962 has served on the 
diocesan council and the council for religioys education. He has also repre- 
sented the Armenian Church on committees of the National Council of Churches. 


As regional vicar for the Armenian Church in Canada, he will reside in Montreal. 
EPS, Geneva 


JAPANESE CHRISTIANS RECRUIT TECHNICIANS 

TO WORK IN VIETNAM, INDIA 

(Tokyo) - A campaign to send technical workers to Vietnam and India has been 
launched by Japanese Christians, led by the National Christian Council's 
Division of Interchurch Aid and Service. . 


"We can't send millions of pounds of food as European and American churches do", 
says the Rev. Kentaro Buma, secretary of interchurch aid, "but we can give 


technical skills and experience™,- 


(more) 
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IAS has voted to recruit five agricultural technicians. Two men experiencedin 
rice culture, cattle husbandry and poultry raising will work with a Vietnam 
service team sponsored by the East Asia Christian Conference. Three persons 
will aid an ecumenical service project in the famine-stricken State of Bihar. 


The call for technical workers followed a trip made by Mr. Buma and the Rev. 
Toshihiro Takami of the Tsurukawa Rural Institute in Tokyo to survey needs in 
the two countries (EPS No. 24). 


Already the first volunteer, the Rev. Yoshitaka Funato, is beginning language 
study. A graduate of Tokyo Union Seminary, Mr. Funato has both church and 
social work experience. 


Japanese churches are asked to help recruit persons and give financial support 
towards the’ workers’ expenses, to which the EACC and national churches will. 
also contribute. EPS, Geneva 


CONSERVATIVE PROTESTANTS STUDY 
COOPERATIVE EVANGELISTIC DRIVE 


(Arlington, Virginia) - A 10-man committee to consider the possibility of a 
trans-denominational evangelistic drive in 1973 was set up here following a 
meeting of conservative Protestants called by evangelist Billy Graham and 
Dr. Carl F.H. Henry, editor of Christianity Today, conservative bi-weekly. 


Forty churchmen attended the three-day closed-door meeting, including top 
officials from several -denominations. But it was announced that no proposals 
to create a new organization were made, that "theological and ecclesiastical 
differences" were not discussed, and that the churchmen were not necessarily 
present in their official capacities. 


If the committee decides the nationwide evangelistic campaign is "feasible", it 
will be formally announced at a National Congress on Evangelism, projected for 
Fall 1969 in Minneapolis under the chairmanship of Mr. Graham and the Lutheran 
radio preacher Dr. Oswald C. J. Hoffman, a minister of the Lutheran Church- 

Missouri Synod. EPS, Geneva 


N.Z. PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATOR 
MAY FACE HERESY CHARGES 


(Dunedin, N.Z.) - Charges of "doctrinal error", or heresy, will probably be 
brought against Prof. Lloyd G. Geering, principal of Knox (Presbyterian) 
Theological College, whose speculations on immortality and the physical resur- 
rection of Jesus have provoked controversy. 


In a press conference here, Prof. Geering said he understood the charges would 
be presented to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in New Zealand, 
beginning October 31 in Christchurch. 


The charges are due to 4g lodged by the Presbyterian Laymen's Association, a 

group formed to oppose "secular Christianity" and “control of the Church by the 
excessively liberal-minded". Prof. Geering preached a sermon to university 
students early this year in which he said he could “not accept any doctrine of 

the immortality of the soul, but I would express the Christian hope in terms of 
eternal life" (EPS No. 14). Last year in an article in Outlook, a denominational 
magazine, he questioned the physical resurrection of Jesus. EPS, Geneva 
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EUROPEAN CHURCHES VOTE FULL-TIME SECRETARY, 
URGE ABOLITION OF N.A.T.O., WARSAW PACT 


(Pértschach, Austria) - Delegates to the Fifth Assembly of the Conference of 
European Churches (CEC) meeting here unanimously voted to set up a full-time 
secretariat and elected Dr. Glen Garfield Williams as general secretary. 


At the same time they approved an annual budget for 1968 of 265,000 Swiss 
Francs ($62,000). This will cover salaries for Dr. Williams, an administrative 
assistant and an office secretary, as well as the work of three study groups. 


Dr. Williams, a Welsh Baptist minister, has been serving part-time as secretary 
of CEC while performing his duties as European area secretary in the WCC's 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service. 


While the WCC has contributed to the support of CEC in past years, the conference 
had been notified that this would no longer be possible after January 1, 1968. 


In approving continuation of CEC, -the delegates said it should become more of an 
instrument for contacts between the churches in Europe, as well as for theological 
and ecclesiological dialogue. Also it is to promote the work of the European 
churches on behalf of peace, reconciliation and service (diakonia), and to 
strengthen their joint action to aid developing nations. It will also assume 
increasing responsibility for inter-church aid in Europe. 


A message drafted by the 300 churchmen from all parts of Europe declared in 
part: 


"We are deeply concerned about the political situation in Eurepe and the danger 
that it may deteriorate. In particular we urge a pact of non-aggression between 
the parties as a first step towards the abolition of the N.A.T.O. and Warsaw 
pacts. We must work towards the banning of nuclear weapons through non- 
proliferation and disarmament, effective demilitarization, and the consequent 
freeing of funds for peaceful use in all parts of the world. 


"European security remains a key question in world peace. The European status 
quo should be accepted: we reject the use or threat of force as a means of 
change. We equally reject force when it is used within a country to deprive 
people of their democratic rights, and we are concerned at the consequent 


suffering. 


‘Europe also has a responsibility in the situations of Vietnam and the Middle 
East. Force of arms cannot be accepted as a means of gaining territory or 
solvin political differences. Europe's resources should be used to promote 
social and economic justice in the Middle East. All efforts must be made to 
end the war in Vietnam. The Vietnam problem should be solved in accordance 


with the 1954 Geneva agreements. 
"Prom co-existence we must progress to international cooperation and mutual 
service for the benefit of all peoples, whatever their political or social 


system. We call upon European Christians and their churches to assist these 
objectives by their readiness to give themselves in service and reconciliation." 


Theme of the Fifth Assembly was "To Serve and Reconcile" (EPS No. 34). Dis- 
cussion of the theme took place in five sections which considered: the ministry 


(more) 
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of reconciliation in the modern world; order and shape of the Church in the next 
decade; the Christian and modern technology; Christian, citizen, state; church, 
states, society. 


"The Church succeeds best in ae etee relevantly wherever it possesses vonmmertnne 
and intimate knowledge of the situation", said the report from Section I. “This 
condition can be fulfilled only where church officers are seeking a new kind of 
partnership with the so-called laity. For it is in fact the laity who PPP ay, 

possess competence and real knowledge of the situation." 


Although members of the section considering the role of the Christian in the 
state could not agree, the majority held that "the Christian may be obliged to 
resist radically" if he is living in a political order that is “obviously in- 


human". "Christ today challenges members of His Church to participate actively 
in the shaping of society. This finds expression both through cooperation and 
opposition." EPS, Geneva 


VATICAN OBSERVER SAYS CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
TOOK UNITY A STEP FURTHER 


(Rome) - Father Jéréme Hamer, 0.P., assistant secretary of the Vatican 
Secretariat for Christian Unity, recently reported on the work of the WCC 
Central Committee over Vatican Radio. 


"Everyone was struck by the address given by the new general secretary, Dr. 
Eugene Carson Blake", said Father Hamer, one of two Roman Catholic observers at 
the Crete meeting. 


"They were impressed by his firmness concerning the content of the faith. His 
concern was to show that the WCC is not a place where the "death of God" theo- 
logy could develop. He affirmed the need for holding onto the central content 
of the Gospel." . 


Father Hammer noted "the considerable development of relations with the Catholic 
Church", as reported at Crete. But this does not necessarily imply that the 
Roman Catholic Church will join the WCC, he said. 


"What interests us is not setting up big. organisations but promoting Christian 

unity... We must work together wherever we can, and increase our efforts to 

achieve an extremely profound and frank dialogue on the questions that divide 
w 

us. 


Asked if the Central Committee had carried Christian unity a step further, he 
said, "I think it did simply because it faced the problems realistically". 
EPS, Geneva 
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PROTESTANT /ROMAN CATHOLIC WORKING GROUP 
FOR NEW ZEALAND PROPOSED 


(Christchurch) - A formal proposal for the formation of a Joint Working Group 
for New Zealand was made by thirty persons representing Protestant and Roman 
Catholic churches who met here October 2 and 3 at the Redemptorist Monastery. 


They gathered at the invitation of the Executive Committee of the National Council 
of Churches in New Zealand and the Roman Catholic Church's Commission for 
Ecumenism. 


The group proposed that a committee of six be constituted for the purpose of 
"increasing mutual understanding, encouraging joint action in witness and 

service, and sharing spiritual traditions". It was understood that the committee 
would have no mandate to start negotiations between individual Protestant denomi-~ 
nations and the Roman Catholic Church. 


The recommendation climaxed two days of speeches and the sharing of information 
about different kinds of cooperation already taking place in New Zealand. 
Many of the cooperative projects have been started in the last three years. 


"It was plain for all to see that this conference was not called to impose a 
movement upon the ‘grass roots'", stated the Rev. B. Meeking and the Rev. David 
M. Taylor in their joint report on the conference. 


"Rather we could say that ecumenism between Roman Catholics and other church 
people had already become widely established as a result of a spontaneous 
movement at grass-roots level." 


The Executive Committee of the NCC, upon learning of the recommendation at its 
meeting on October 10, voted to send the proposal to member churches immediately, 
seeking their approval and asking for a reply by December 8. It was suggested 
that an "interim committee" be formed and that its membership include eight 
Protestants and Anglicans and six Roman Catholics. Following a meeting early 
in 1968, this group should bring specific proposals for future joint action to 
the two bodies that had sponsored the first joint conference, the Executive 
Committee said. | EPS, Geneva 


TAIWAN PRESBYTERIANS INVITE 
JAPANESE TEAM FOR PREACHING MISSION 


(Formosa) - The Presbyterian Church in Formosa and the United Church of Christ 
in Japan (Kyodan) have launched the first joint evangelistic effort since 
World War II. 


At the invitation of the Overseas Committee of the Formosa Church, seven evan- 
gelists from Japan began a month-long series of meetings on October 7. They 
spoke first in Taipei but will visit other parts of the island before the drive 
concludes November 10. 


Next year the Kyodan will invite a team from Formosa to do evangelistic work in 
Japan. 


Heading this year's team is the Rev. Kichiya Kikuchi, chairman of the Kyodan's 

Evangelism Committee.. Participants were selected by their districts and 

include the former vice-moderator of the Kyodan and other leading ministers. 4 
EPS, Geneva i 
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AUSTRALIAN ARCHBISHOP PESSIMISTIC 
ABOUT CHANGING CATHOLIC DOGMA 


(Sydney) - Ecumenically-minded members of the Anglican Synod of Sydney were 
startled when Archbishop Marcus Lawrence Loane said that lines of cleavage 
between Roman Catholics and Anglicans are not likely to be overcome. 


The comments, made at the synod's 34th meeting, came only three days before the 
first meeting of a Joint Working Group composed of members of the Australian 
Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church. 


"It is my own deeply rooted conviction that all talk of union is both vain and 
idle unless it grows out of genuine agreement on the essential elements and 
the paramount emphasis of an unswerving biblical theology", he said. 


"We must welcome the diminution of sectarian tension and the renewed interest 
among Roman Catholic scholars in biblical studies and the increased freedom 
for mutual discussion and better understanding. At the same time it has been 
made abundantly clear that no change in the traditional dogmas of the Church of 
Rome is contemplated. Historical lines of demarkation therefore remain un- 
changed." 


Archbishop Loane also strongly denounced those who advocate unconditional 
American withdrawal from Vietnam. While he would not advocate escalation of 
the war, he would back a “holding on" position until the Vietcong are contained 
and a stable free government established. The 34th Synod overwhelmingly en- 
dorsed this position. 


TWO ARCHBISHOPS DISPUTE LOANE STATEMENT 


(Sydney) - Anglican Archbishop Frank Woods of Melbourne and Catholic Archbishop 
Guilford C. Young of Hobart have taken issue with Archbishop Marcus Loane's 
statement that there are fundamental differences between Catholics and Anglicans 
that are not likely to be overcome. 


Archbishop Young said little could be achieved by taking this approach. 


The Catholic prelate added that if he took the same stand, he would be making 
such statements as “until Archbishop Loane stops rejecting the papacy there 
cannot be any union". He said that unity discussions are best approached along 
the lines of the "hierarchy of truths", meaning that some doctrinal truths are ° 
more important than others. 


According to Archbishop Woods, "The question of doctrinal differences are not 
overcome, they are understood and integrated". EPS, Geneva 


WCC DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION 
HAS NEW DIRECTOR 


(Geneva) - On October 16, the Rev. Albert H. van den Heuvel assumed his new duties 
as director of the WCC's Department of Communication. 


The Central Committee at its Crete meeting approved the coordination of the 
Translation and Interpretation Section, the Publications Section, and the 
Department of Information into a new Department of Communication. As its 
director Mr. van den Heuvel will be responsible directly to the General Secretary, 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake. (more) 
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A minister of the Netherlands Reformed Church,Mr. van den Heuvel has been with 
the WCC Youth Department since 1960, first as associate secretary and since 
1963 as its executive secretary. For two years preceding his WCC appointment 
he served the Dutch Ecumenical Council as youth secretary. 


Author of These Rebellious Powers (1964) and The Humiliation of the Church (1966) 
and editor of New Generation and New Creation, he has two additional volumes in 
preparation, one on worship in a secular age and the second on the ecumenical 
contribution of Erasmus. He is also managing editor of the Ecumenical Review. 
Fluent in English, German and French as well as his native tongue, Mr. van den 
Heuvel is a popular speaker on the ecumenical movement, new trends in theology, 
and the role of the younger generation. EPS, Geneva 


SERBIAN PATRIARCH WELCOMES 
ATHENAGORAS IN BELGRADE 


(Belgrade) — Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, the spiritual leader of the world's 
150 million Eastern Orthodox, was welcomed at the Belgrade airport by Patriarch 
German of the Serbian Orthodox Church and a delegation of religious, governmental 
and diplomatic representatives. 


This is the first stage of a journey which will take him to Bucharest, Sofia, 
Geneva, London and Vatican City. (A late bulletin says the Ecumenical Patriarch 
was greeted on his arrival in Bucharest by Patriarch Justinian of the Rumanian 
Orthodox Church and a number of Christian dignitaries, as well as the secretary 
of the government's Cultural Department.) 


A major purpose of the journey is to confer with Orthodox leaders on the subject 
of Christian unity. 


Patriarch Athenagoras will visit Pope Paul VI, the World Council of Churches and 
Dr. Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury. EPS, Geneva 


U.S. DELEGATION JOINS RUSSIAN CHURCHMEN 
IN APPEAL ON VIETNAM 


(Moscow) - Representatives of the Church of the Brethren (USA) and of the 
Russian Orthodox Church in Moscow have sent a joint appeal to the USA urging it 
to stop bombing North Vietnam immediately, and to end hostilities there. 


The Church of the Brethren leaders spent two and a half weeks in the Soviet 

Union as the first phase of an exchange with the Russian Orthodox Church. 

Members of the team were Dr. W. Harold Row, executive secretary, Brethren Service 
Commission; Dr. DeWitt L. Miller, Pastor of Hagerstown, Md., and former moder- 
ator; Dr. Donald E. Miller, professor at Bethany Theological Seminary, Oak 
Brook, Illinois. They were accompanied by Dr. Paul B. Anderson of New York, 

who served as translator. 


In the joint statement issued at the end of the visit, the representatives of 
the American and Russian churches unanimously insisted that "the destiny of 
Vietnam" must be placed "in the hands of the people of Vietnam". 


The Church of the Brethren has about 200,000 members, 125,000 of whom are in 
the USA. EPS, Geneva 


No. 36 - 19th October, 1967 5 


BRITISH CHRISTIANS, MARXISTS HOLD 
FIRST EXPLORATORY DIALOGUE 


(London) - The first exploratory conversations between British Marxists and 
Christians produced no joint resolutions but was termed "eminently successful" 
by those who participated, 


Of the Christians who took part as individuals, eight were Anglicans, seven 
Roman Catholics, two Quakers, and one each from the Methodist, Baptist and 
Serbian Orthodox churches. The dialogue was sponsored jointly by the British 
Council of Churches and a Communist monthly Marxism Today. Sessions were 
chaired by the Rev. Alan Ecclestone, Anglican vicar of Darnell, Sheffield. 


The overall theme was "what sort of revolution?". Within the theme were such 
subjects as man and his place in society, change in British society, poverty, 
justice and revolution, and peace. 


James Klugmann, co-secretary of the discussions together with the Rev. Paul | 
Oestreicher, emphasised the informality of the discussions. They came together, 
he said, without resolutions and no agreed philosophical, theological or prac 
tical solutions. They saw the difficulties clearly, but also discussed 
channels of communication. The differences were openly expressed. 


One of their number was a priest who had spent years in a Communist prison. 
The subject of persecution of Christians in some Communist countries was mentianed, 
as well as the persecution of Marxists. 


Mr. Oestreicher said all those present had been against the suppression of 
people's views, whether religious or political, in any part of the world. They 
had expressed their intent to speak out in future against all forms of suppres-— 
sion. . 


At ene sha all agreed to keep in being a continuation committee. EPS, Geneva 


U.S. PRELATE COMMENDS DUTCH CATECHISM 


(Atlanta) - Archbishop Paul J. Hallinan of Atlanta considers the new "Dutch 
Catechism" as "an answer for the thinking but troubled American Catholic". 


Writing in his regular column in the Georgia Bulletin, archdiocesan newspaper, 
the prelate said he welcomed the adult catechism from Holland (EPS No. 34) and ° 
hoped that its spirit and intent would be duplicated. 


"I hope that our best minds will give us many more books of this kind in English", 
he said. "Instructions, homilies, pamphlets, journals, pastoral letters and 
every other device of teaching must continue the Christian tradition, while at 
the same time they update its application. This is 1967 not 323, 1564 or 1869." 
(The dates are those of the Councils of: Nicea, Trent and Vatican I.) 


The controversial "Dutch Catechism" will be published in the United States on 
October 31 by Herder and Herder under the title A New Catechism’ = Catholic Faith 


for Adults. 


According to the publisher, the English-language version presented in the U.S. 
will be the only one based on the original Dutch text. Under an agreement 
between the Holy See and the Dutch bishops, translation in other languages will 


not be published until changes are incorporated. EPS, Geneva 
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LESS TALK, MORE ACTION ON ECONOMIC JUSTICE 
IS GOAL OF EUROPE'S YOUTH SECRETARIES 


(Wiener-Neustadt, Austria) - Forty church youth secretaries from various parts 
of Europe explored ways to move "from consultation to implementation" in the 
field of international economic justice during a six-day Autumn Consultation 


which concluded here October 14. 


This Autumn Consultation was the 18th annual conference for full-time ecumenical 
and denominational youth workers organised by the Youth Department of the WCC. 


"A complete rethinking of the West's present foreign aid programmes must be 
carried out if economic growth is to be achieved by the countries of the southern 
hemisphere", said Mr. Jan Pronk, a young economist from the Netherlands. 


To solve the world's present food shortage, he proposed a considerable expansion 
of research on synthetics that are fit for human consumption. 


The Rev. Frank Glendenning, staff member of the British Council of Churches' 
Christian Aid Department, told the secretaries that "if the money now being 
spent in waging the Vietnam war were converted into per capita income for each 
adult Vietnamese, he would receive $1,800 (£600) annually, making Vietnam the 
sixth wealthiest nation in the world". 


Since the meeting concentrated on implementation rather than legislation, no 
resolutions were forthcoming. However, a workbook containing several models 
for action will be produced. International economic justice is the suggested 
theme for study in church youth groups for the coming period. 


The meeting was presided over by Konrad Liibbert, chairman of the European 
Working Group of the Youth Department. EPS, Geneva 


COSTA RICA, PANAMA METHODISTS 

SEND FIRST MISSIONARY 

(San Jose, Costa Rica) - Fifty years after its founding the Methodist Church of 
Costa Rica is sending out its first missionary. 


He is Leonidas Arias, a Panamanian Indian who is being sent to minister to the 
Indians of the islands of San Blas off the coast of Panama. The Methodist 
Church of Panama is co-operating in his sponsorship. 


Trained in the Methodist Theological Seminary here, Mr. Arias was commissioned 
at the 1967 session of the Costa Rican Conference. EPS, Geneva 
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LAYMEN MEETING IN ROME SEEK MORE 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR CHURCH'S LIFE 


(Rome) - At the Third World Congress for the Lay Apostolate Mr. Thom Kerstiens of 
Holland, general secretary of the International Union of Christian Businessmen, 
appealed to the Roman Catholic Church to allow the committed Christian layman 
more autonomy, freedom and responsibility in the life of the Church. 


The main theme of the Congress was "God's People on Man's Journey", and its 
purpose was to discover practical possibilities for carrying out the decisions 

of the Vatican Council. The Congress was attended by 2,500 Catholics from all 
over the world, and by more than 100 non-Catholics invited as "advisory observers" 
with the right to take part in the debates. 


In his opening address Mr. Kerstiens stressed that the principle of collegiality 
enunciated by the Second Vatican Council should be applied not only on the 
horizontal level (between bishops and priests) but also on the vertical level 
(between the hierarchy and the rest of the People’of God). In the Church "the 
decision-making cannot and should not remain the exclusive domain of one. It 
must be the result of a process of consultation and cross-fertilisation, linked 
with data-gathering", he said. 


One essential condition for this is an improvement in the relations between 
priests and laity. "If we together make up the People of God, with different 
responsibilities, then there is no reason why we should not practice team work. 
Although endowed with different gifts and responsibilities, we can respect and 
learn from each other." 


[he active participation of non-Catholic Christians in the Congress found ex- 
pression the second day when Dr. Klaus von Bismark, director of West German 
Broadcasting, was made chairman of the assembly. Dr. von Bismark was present 
as a representative of the World Council of Churches. 


Under his chairmanship several eminent participants gave "testimonies" concerning 
the "joys, hopes, sufferings and fears of modern people''. Among them were 
Barbara Ward (Lady Jackson), the English economist, who was a speaker at the 
World Conference on Church and Society in Geneva, and is on the Papal Commission 
"Justice and Peace"; also Judge Annie Jiagge from Ghana; Father Ruberto Tucci, 
S.J.; and the American astronaut James McDivitt. 


Judge Jiagge, another WCC representative, said that any examination of the inter- 
national trade situation shows that the "under-developed countries are practically 
excluded from every improvement of the market". Important as it is to send aid 
to needy nations, it is far more important that their self-help programmes of 
trade "not be thwarted by powerful nations who place disadvantageous market 
conditions on them", she stated. 


A delegate from India, R.N. Santiago, vice-president of the International Catholic 
Conference on Rural Development, asked the Church to work out a "substantial" 
statement on birth control. "Measures which can limit the size of a family" 


are badly needed in some areas, he said, citing malnutrition and overpopulation 


in his own country. EFS, Geneva 
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GERMAN CHURCHES GIVE £85,000 TO ENLARGE 
AFRICA RADIO-TV CENTRE 


(Nairobi) - The All Africa Conference of Churches will receive the sum of £85,000 
($240,000) from the Evangelical Central Agency for Development Aid in Germany to 
be used in developing its Radio and Television Training Centre here. 


The Central Agency, while autonomous, represents the interests of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany on matters of development aid. 


An agreement was signed October 7 by Mr. Ernst Mogler, Africa secretary of the 
Bonn-based agency; Mr. Samuel H. Amissah, general secretary of the AACC; the > 
Rev. H. T. Maclin, director of the Training Centre; and Mr. Joel Buku, 
secretary of the Church Commissioners of Kenya, who hold title to the centre. 


Training in the mass media techniques has been offered by the AACC since 1963, 
but it was not until March 1966 that a permanent centre for this purpose was 
established in Nairobi. 


A former residential hotel on six acres of wooded land was purchased, renovated 
and equipped with assistance from the Methodist Church and the United Presbyterian 
Church (both USA), the Lutheran World Federation (Geneva) and the World 
Association for Christian Broadcasting (London). 


The Radio, Visual Education and Mass Communications Committee of the National 
Council of Churches (USA) has underwritten the annual operating budget with 
funds from a score of North American churches. 


The German grant will make it possible to add a closed-circuit television studio, 
enlarged sound studios, an administrative wing, dining hall, kitchen and two 
additional staff apartments. 


Many of those trained by AACC since 1963 are now working full-time in church- 
related broadcasting stations or studios or for government stations in 17 nations 
of Africa, the Middle East and Asia. They represent more than a dozen churches 
of Protestant, Roman Catholic and Orthodox traditions. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES COOPERATE TO IMPROVE 
GHANA'S MEDICAL SERVICES | 


(Accra) - Protestants and Roman Catholics in Ghana recently formed the Church 
Hospital Association of Ghana to improve the health and welfare of the nation's 
citizens. 


Cooperating in the interconfessional association are representatives of the 
medical institutes operated by Christian missions, as well as the Protestant and 
Roman Catholic churches. 


Purpose of the organization is to increase collaboration with the government 
without sacrificing the autonomy of the church hospitals, to achieve greater 
flexibility and regularity in administration and in providing equipment and 
supplies, and to improve training programmes. EPS, Geneva 


nn 
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MEASURES TO PREVENT FUTURE FAMINES 
SUGGESTED BY INDIA RELIEF AGENCIES 


(New Delhi) - Representatives of 21 non-governmental agencies and government 
departments that had participated in relief operations in Bihar have met to 
pool their experience and suggest policies for the future. 


Eighty-five delegates attended the five-day seminar at Neterhat in Palamau 
district. They included Bihar Relief Committee, the Indian Red Cross, CARE, 
Bharat Sweak Samaj and CORAGS (Committee on Relief and Gift Supplies) of the 
National Christian Council of India. 


Among their recommendations were the following: 


~ government priority and subsidy for digging and improving wells, Upp duding 
large-diameter wells where feasible. 


~ imcreased storage facilities at railheads and construction of rodent-proof 
godowns at each block centre. 


~ emphasis on food-for-work projects rather than on feeding through free 
kitchens. 


- increased facilities for soil testing, with the provision of seeds and 
fertilizer made dependent on soil testing. 


~ a permanent coordinating committee composed of non-government relief and 
development agencies and the government. 


' Dr. Donald Rugh, representative of CORAGS, reported to the Famine Evaluation 
Seminar that "some tremendous leadership potential and resources have been dis- 
covered among the people themselves". 


Soil conservation and water control are usually considered technical subjects, 
better left to technical experts. In Bihar, however, local people came forward 
with schemes for water control that were readily approved and were effective. 
"We have also been impressed with the integrity of local people when they have 
conceived of a project on their own", said Dr. Rugh. EPS, Geneva 


TOP U.S. COURT WILL RULE 
ON AID TO PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS. 


(Washington, D.C.) - The U.S. Supreme Court has agreed to examine the issue of 
federal aid to parochial schools. It decided to hear a suit by six New York 
residents claiming that the 1965 Federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
violates the First Amendment principle of separation of church and state by 
allowing federal funds to be used to finance instruction, textbooks and library 
material for parochial as well as public schools. 


Assistance is based on the "child benefit" theory which holds there is no 
violation of church-state separation if the pupil rather than the institution is 
the object of assistance. EPS, Geneva 
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SYRIA TAKES OVER ALL PRIVATE SCHOOLS, 
INCLUDING THOSE OF CHURCHES 


(Damascus) - Syria's Minister of Education, Sulayman al-Khush, has announced 
the take-over of all private, largely church-sponsored schools. Now all 
education in Syria will be secular, he said. 


The action followed the refusal of Christian communities to comply with terms 
of a government decree issued September 9. In the decree an official curri- 
culum was set forth and management of the schools was turned over to civil 
servants in the Ministry of Education. But religious authorities were 
supposed to maintain discipline and finance their operation. 


On September 15, fifteen Christian leaders sent a letter of protest to the 

head of the state and the President of the Council of Ministers.  Signers in- 
cluded pastors of the Evangelical community and the Armenian Protestant community, 
Patriarch Maximos IV (Greek Catholic), three Syrian Catholic archbishops, the 
Armenian Catholic Archbishop of Damascus and Aleppo, and the Maronite Archbishop 
of Aleppo. 


The letter said that owners of private schools were deprived by the new decree 
of their religious freedom to give instruction, contrary to stipulations in 
successive Syrian constitutions. 


"The Church has always considered the school inseparable from the Church", 
their letter said. "The fact that the Church today is deprived of the right 
to manage its own schools constitutes an attack'on the life and faith of the 
Church itself. For us this is inadmissible." 


The Minister of Education said that former owners of schools would be finan- 
cially re-imbursed. EPS, Geneva 


BAPTIST MISSIONARIES PULLED BACK 
TO LARGER CONGO CENTRES 


(London) - Because of the activities of mercenaries in Kisangani in July, 
missionaries of the Baptist Missionary Society (BMS) of Great Britain were with- 
drawn from Yakusu, Congo. 


But after consultations with the Congo churches, the mission society has decided 
not to withdraw entirely but to station the missionaries temporarily in larger 
centres like Kinshasa, the capital; Upoto in the Middle River region; and 
Kimpese in the Lower River region. Their safety can be better ensured in 

these centres. 


A number of the Society's educational missionaries flew home for a short holiday 
while the schools were closed for the vacation period. 


At present the BMS has 38 missionaries in Congo still at work in their normal 
centres and 40 more working temporarily at other points or living in England 
waiting to return to Congo. 


The country has been going through a troubled period politically, with tension 
increased by devaluation of the franc and by mounting sentiment against white 
people, H.F. Drake, associate overseas secretary for African affairs, told a 
BMS subcommittee. He said that problems encountered by BMS are also being 
faced by other mission groups in Congo. EPS, Geneva 
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ALL ALBANIAN CHURCHES 
REPORTED CLOSED 


(London) - All churches and mosques in Albania have been closed, according to a 
special correspondent for Church Times, whose report on a trip to the country at 
the end of September appears in the October 13 issue of this independent Anglican 
paper published here. 


The correspondent, who remains anonymous, states that he entered Albania from 
Jugoslavia on a collective visa. 


In the capital city of Tirana he saw a beautiful church tower -—'h1l that re- 
mained of what was presumably once a large Christian church. Even the lovely 
tower had had its cross removed from the top, to be replaced by a red star. 
Nearby stood a very beautiful sixteenth-century mosque (built during the 
Turkish occupation). Inside our guide carefully explained that this had’ been 
kept as a cultural monument but was no longer used for worship." 


The correspondent asked the official guide about an Albanian Orthodox cathedral 
which was supposed to exist in Tirana. 


"The guide told me angrily that (at the wish of the people of Albania) no single 
church remained open any longer. He explained that they had all followed the 
Cultural Revolution (imported from China's Red Guards), and that in the last 
three months they had been able to close all churches and mosques." 


Although he was unable to get in touch with any clergy, the Church Times corres- 
pondent said he found no reason to disbelieve the guide's statement. 


Of the four churches that he saw in Tirana, he reports: "One had been turned into 
’ a dwelling house, another had been wrecked by vandalism (obviously in recent weeks), 
and the two others were locked with no sign of activity. 


"Out in the countryside it was sad to see little churches and chapels — and 
mosques — which had been broken up: either destroyed or displaying large red 
banners and slogans and probably being used for local party headquarters. 


"In a brief visit to Durres on the coast (Dyrrachium of the New Testament) I saw 
no sign of any church or mosque”, he writes. EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN LUTHERANS WILL OPEN TALKS 
WITH REFORMED, UNITED CHURCHES 


(Hannover) - Lutheran churches in Germany have taken a second step in the direction 
of rapprochement with the Reformed and Union churches, 


The Church Board and the Bishops Conference of the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Germany (VELKD) voted at a meeting in Berlin last week to open con- 
versations with the Reformed and Union Churches which are members of the Evan- 
gelical Church in Germany (EKD). Discussions would centre on matters of doctrine, 
in the hope of overcoming doctrinal differences. 


Preparation for the discussions was entrusted to the VELKD committees on theology, 
liturgy, ecumenism and missions, as well as the committee on congregational life. 


(more) 
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In May the Lutheran General Synod had urged its 11 regional bodies to study the 
question of pulpit and altar fellowship with Reformed and Evangelical Union 
churches (EPS No. 26). Intercommunion, if accepted, would strengthen the unity 
and solidarity of the EKD, which the East German Government has been attempting 
to split. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES SEEK TO KEEP VIETNAM RELIEF 
SEPARATE FROM GOVERNMENT PROGRAMME 


(Washington, D.C.) - A plea that yoluntary relief agencies be allowed to keep 
their functions distinct from government programmes in Vietnam was made before 
a U.S. Senate subcommittee here by James MacCracken, executive director of 
Church World Service, relief arm of the National Council of Churches (USA). 


When the U.S. AID Office "was placed under General Westmoreland... there develo- 
ped an increasing misunderstanding of the role and the character of the private 
voluntary agency", said Mr. MacCracken. 


He told the committee investigating problems concerned with refugees and escapees 
that "when... voluntary agency work was made a minor part of the pacification 
programme, the priority which the Office of Civilian Operation had given it 

was virtually lost". 


Mr. MacCracken conceded that: in battle areas, distinction between voluntary 
agencies and government programmes was "incredibly difficult"... But he added, 
"the inclusion of the private agency humanitarian effort within the completely 
political semi-military pacification programme gave the image that the private 
agency had become an extension of the government programme". 


This led to a confrontation between directors of private agencies and U.S. 
Ambassador Ellsworth Bunker, Mr. MacCracken reported. 


Mr. MacCracken said that the agencies continue their work in the conviction 
that Vietnam Christian Service (a cooperative venture of Church World Service, 
the Mennonite Central Committee and Lutheran World Relief) is essential to 
express the Christian concern for those in need, and that political statements 
and concomitant action have to be dealt with by other areas of church activity. 
EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Architects are preparing plans for the Youth Leadership Training Institute to be 
built at the Limuru Conference Centre north of Nairobi, Kenya. The institute 
will provide the setting for residential courses to be given by the youth leader- 
ship training team of the National Christian Council of Kenya. Plans include 
staff and student housing, classrooms, library, arts workshop and recreation hall. 
The conference centre itself was one of the first interracial meeting places in 
Kenya. 

k ok 


Portuguese Baptists will establish a theological seminary at Lisbon in 1968. 
Lester C. Bell, missionary from the Southern Baptist Convention (USA), will 


direct the 5 be. EPS. Geneva 
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LAITY CONGRESS ACTS ON BIRTH CONTROL, 
RACISM, LAY REPRESENTATION 


(Rome) - The first Roman Catholic world laity congress since Vatican II ended 
October 18 with a strong plea to the Church to let couples decide about birth 
control for themselves. 


The motion on birth control was part of a general resolution on development 
adopted by the heads of delegations to the Congress. It pointed out "the very 
strong feeling among Christian lay people that there is need for a clear stand 
by the teaching authorities of the Church which would focus on fundamental mora} 
and spiritual values, while leaving the choice of scientific and technical meane 
for achieving responsible parenthood to parents acting in accordance with their 
Christian faith and on the basis of medical and scientific consultation". 


A resolution on racism asked the magisterium (papal encyclicals etc.) of the 
Church to "continue to make clear without equivocation that racism-is totally 
unacceptable, contrary to all human values, and to the Christian faith". 


The world congress asked that women be granted by the Church full rights and 
responsibilities as Christians, and requested that "a serious doctrinal study 

be undertaken into the place of women within the sacramental order and within 

the Church". It urged that competent women should be included in all Pontifical 
Commissions and consulted on the revision of canon which concern women. 


In order to give the laity a larger role in the affairs of the Church, the heads 
of the delegations asked the Pope to enlarge the composition of the Council 

of the Laity "in accordance with democratic processes" so that it may become 
"truly representative of the multiple cultures, organisations and forms of the 
lay apostolate in all parts of the world". It also asked the enlarged council 
to accelerate the democratic establishment of structures of the laity at all 
levels across the world. 


Another proposal urged the Synod of Bishops to recognise the validity in principle 
of unions contracted before one of the ministers of the principal Protestant 
communions, as has been the case for unions contracted before ministers of the 
Orthodox Churches. The education of the children of such marriages should be 

left to the discretion of the parents, it was stated. 


Throughout the lay congress the desire was often expressed for closer collabora; 
tion with Christians of other communions, in order to foster unity and advance 
the cause of justice and peace. 


The possibility of holding congresses of "the whole people of God", including 
Protestants and Orthodox as well as Catholics, was proposed to the Third World 


Congress for the Lay Apostolate here by the Rev. Hans-Ruedi Weber, a Protestant 
observer-consultant. 


Dr. Weber, who is associate director of the WCC’s Ecumenical Institute at Bossey 
near Geneva, was asked to give his impressions at the Congress's closing session, 
which was attended by members of the Synod of Bishops. 


(Excerpts from Dr. Weber's address appear at the end of this issue of EPS.) 
EPS, Geneva 
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NIGERIAN CHRISTIAN COUNCIL AUTHORIZES 
RELIEF ACTION FOR CIVIL WAR VICTIMS 


(Lagos) - The Standing Committee of the Christian Council of Nigeria has em- 
powered its projects committee to take the necessary action to organise emer- 
gency relief in any part of the country, torn by civil war, in co-operation with 
internationally recognised relief agencies. It also called for long-term re- 
habilitation of those whose lives have been affected by the conflict. 


This authorization was given in a resolution passed by the Christian Council 
of Nigeria at a meeting here on October 19. The Council expressed its grief 
at the continued civil war, which had made it impossible for delegates from 
many parts of Nigeria to attend. 


The resolution urged that the establishment of contact between Christians in all 
parts of the country should be made a matter of urgent priority, as a first step 
towards reconciliation. 


The Council said it was disturbed by reports of indiscriminate killings and 
begged all combatants to apply internationally accepted standards of humanity. 
It called on all men of goodwill to discourage false rumours, to bring to the 
notice of the authorities any reports of inhuman behaviour, and to help those 
in need. EPS, Geneva 


SEMINARIANS JOIN OTHERS IN 
SURRENDERING DRAFT CARDS 


(Boston/New York/Washington) - Protest against the war in Vietnam is spreading 
rapidly across the United States as seminarians, college students and others 
surrender or destroy their draft cards rather than participate in the war. 


At the Arlington Street Unitarian-Universalist Church in Boston 67 college 
students set fire to their cards from the flame of an altar candle and 214 others 
gave their cards to clergymen to be sent to the Justice Department in Washington, 


D.C ° 


The protestors included theological students and others from colleges in the 
eastern U.S. who said they "cannot keep faith with themselves and their religious 
convictions" without taking a stand against the draft system. 


The card-burning followed a plea by the Rev. William Sloane Coffin,, Protestant 
chaplain at Yale University, for a "reformation of the American conscience" 

The Rev. George Williams, professor at Harvard Divinity School, said the action 
was an indication of "moral courage". 


The Rev. Jack Mendelsohn, minister of the host church, opened the meeting with 
an invocation, and Father Robert Cunnane, C.S.S., a member of the staff of the 
Waltham, Massachusetts, Retreat House of the Stigmatine Fathers, presided at 

a "meal of reconciliation". 


In New York City, 181 young men surrendered their draft cards in front of the 
Federal Court House. When officials refused to accept them, the cards were 
mailed to the U.S. Attorney General in Washington. Among those returning their 
cards were 28 students from Union Theological Seminary, headed by Bruce Tischler, 


president of the student body. (more) 
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In a statement, the students said they undertook their “act of non-cooperation" 
to express "our love of and our deep concern for our country which we feel is 
pursuing an immoral and unjust war to the detriment of the nation's own best 
interests and the cause of world peace; our compassion for the suffering of all 
of our brothers in Vietnam - Vietnamese, Americans and others" - and to protest 
the Selective Service system. They said the system "is unjustly discriminatory 
in its process and through deferments and exemptions increases the already 
present inequities of our society". 


An additional 500 persons - including women and men over draft age — filed 
"anti-draft certificates" expressing sympathy and "complicity" with the young men. 
Among them were a number of Union Seminary faculty members, including Lawrence 

N. Jones, Robert I. Miller, Tom F. Driver and Paul Lehmann. 


In Washington, D.C. approximately 1,500 persons took their protest directly to 
the Department of Justice. Mr. Coffin indicated that at least 1,00 cards had 
been turned over to officials there. 


Similar demonstrations were reported in Oakland, Berkeley and San Francisco, 
California; Portland, Oregon; Chicago, Cincinnati, Philadelphia, and Ithaca, 
New York. 


CATHOLIC MAGAZINE BACKS CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE 


(New York) - Commonweal, a lay-edited Roman Catholic weekly, gave editorial 
Support to a statement by 26 Catholic writers, educators and publishers advocating 
civil disobedience in opposition to the Vietnam war. 


Commonweal noted that this "escalation of dissent" is "a natural consequence 
both of the failure of the peace movement to achieve its ends through ordinary 
political techniques, and of frustration which comes from being ignored or, on 
occasion when notice is taken, of being sneered at". 


Citing a recent article by Prof. Robert McAfee Brown of Stanford University 
in Look magazine, Commonweal said, "the war is so wrong and ways of registering 
concern about it have become so limited that civil disobedience is the only 
course left", EPS, Geneva 


NEW METHODIST CENTRE 
TO RISE IN POLAND 


(New York) - A new religious and social centre for Methodists and other Protest- 
ants in southwestern Poland is expected to be built within the next two years in 
the city of Katowice. It will replace an old, inadequate building that the 
zoning commission has ordered to be replaced. Methodists in the United States 
have been asked to contribute $100,000 towards’ its construction. A sanctuary 
for the Katowice Methodist congregation is to be housed in the new centre. 


The Methodist Church in Poland numbers 18,734 members. | EPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES RECEIVES 
REPORT ON EUROPEAN COMMON MARKET 


(London) - The need for a European Community based on human rights, an open 
community ready to welcome all European states that are prepared to accept 

the responsibilities as well as the advantages of membership, is stressed in a 
report entitled Christians and the Common Market which was > presented to the 
British Council of Churches on October 24. 


Following debate at the autumn meeting, the Council agreed to receive the 

report with appreciation and welcomed the contribution it makes to the public 
understanding of Britain's future role in the world and the emphasis it places 
on the increased service that a European Economic Community, enlarged by British 
membership, could render to the advancement of the developing countries. 


The Council considers that British membership in a community which (based as it 

is on common understanding of human rights and liberties) counts amongst its 

aims the reconciliation of European enmities, the responsible stewardship of 
European resources and the enrichment of Europe's contribution to the rest of 
mankind, is to be welcomed as an opportunity for Christians to work for an achieve- 
ment of these ends. . 


The 134-page report was prepared by a special working party consisting of members 
of Parliament as well as moral theologians, economists and bankers, pastors and 
former civil servants. 


In addition to a brief history of EEC, the report seeks to determine how far 
the Community serves the Christian purposes of reconciliation, stewardship 
and service. It also analyzes the contribution that Britain could make to an 


enlarged community. 


Major emphasis, however, is put on the right use of the great power that such 
a community could wield. 


Christians and the Common Market will be published in mid-November by SCM Press. 
EPS, Geneva 


PRESBYTERIAN SYNOD IN BRAZIL 
OPPOSES ECUMENISM 


(Sao Luiz, Brazil) - The Northern Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Brazil 
adopted a resolution sharply critical of ecumenical contacts when it met here 


recently. 


The resolution rejected "all efforts of ecumenical approximation with the 
Roman Church, Greek Orthodoxy, or other groups or religious systems divorced 
from the truth taught by scripture". It also deplored the fact that in spite 
of previous statements by the Supreme Council of the Church, some ministers 


continue to ignore the decision of the Supreme Council on this matter. 
EPS, Geneva 
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GERMAN LUTHERANS INVITE REFORMED 
CHURCHES TO START DIALOGUE 


(Geneva) - An invitation to the Reformed churches in Germany to open doctrinal 
discussions with the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany (VELKD) is 
contained in a letter sent to the European member churches of the World Alliance 
of Reformed Churches by the Lutheran body's presiding bishop. 


Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover responded to a message addressed to the Lutheran 
churches in Europe by the WARC European Area Council when it met in Torre 
Pellice, Italy last month (EPS No. 32). 


"The United Evangelical Lutheran Church of Germany is ready, and committed, to 
seek new ways to bring the churches who have lived for centuries in one-sided 
isolation closer to one another in truth and love under the one Head, Jesus 
Christ'', wrote Bishop Lilje. 


"We request the Reformed churches in Germany to consider whether they are ready 
to open doctrinal discussions with us. Such talks should not be restricted 

to the Reformation confessions, but also should include those questions which 
are profoundly agitating German Protestantism today. We would think eet area 
to include the Evangelical Church of the Prussian Union in these discussions. 


The letter also went to Dr. Wilhelm Niesel, moderator of the German Reformierter 
Bund, with the request that he transmit it to the Evangelical Reformed Church 

in Northwest Germany and the Reformed Church of Lippe, the two Reformed churches 
in the EKID. EPS, Geneva 


CARDINAL BEA SENDS GREETINGS TO LWF 
AS REFORMATION CELEBRATIONS OPEN 


(Geneva) - On behalf of Pope Paul VI, Augustin Cardinal Bea sent greetings to 
the Lutheran World Federation on the eve of the 450th anniversary of the 
Reformation. 


Cardinal Bea, President of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, 
sent a letter to LWF President Fredrik A. Schiotz, who opens Reformation cele- 
brations at Lund, Sweden this weekend. The Lund event also marks the 20th 
anniversary of the Federation. 


"With all.of you, we deeply regret that 450 years ago the unity of Western 
Christianity was broken", wrote Cardinal Bea. "We do not wish to blame each 
other for this terrible schism; rather together we wish to seek ways of res- 
toring the lost unity." 


The letter expressed satisfaction that dialogue is continuing on the theological 
level between the Evangelical Lutheran/Roman Catholic working group on peti ivy 
concerning gospel and church, ; 


"We are firmly convinced that in this way the most important of the questions 
which have stood between us since the days of the Reformation are being con- 
sidered", the cardinal stated. 


Tn our thoughts and prayers we are united with you in these days", the cardinal 
Said, "and we rejoice in the fact that Jesus Christ calls us all together through 
eeich in Him and does even now by visible siens lead us back to unity". 
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AID IS IMPERATIVE FOR BUILDING WORLD COMMUNITY, 
U.N. DAY OBSERVANCE HEARS 


(London) - Modern science and technology have made the world into a single inter- 
dependent neighbourhood which must soon become a community if it is to survive, 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, told a group of British political 
leaders, church and civic dignitaries attending the launching of a campaign to 
stem the crisis in world food production. 


Speaking on the same programme with Dr. Blake were Mr. Edward Heath, M.P., leader 
of the Conservative Party in Great Britain; Mr. Jeremy Thorpe, M.P., Liberal 
Party leader; and Mr. Reginald Prentice, Minister of Overseas Development. 


Setting for the United Nations Day conference was Westminster Central Hall here. 
The sponsor was the Voluntary Committee for Overseas Aid and Development, which 
includes Christian Aid, the relief agency of the British Council of Churches; 
the United Nations Association; OXFAM; War on Want; the Save the Children 
Fund ; Overseas Development Institute; Freedom from Hunger Campaign; and the 
Catholic Institute for International Relations. 


The London meeting was one of 22 conferences in major university centres in England 
which will stimulate public awareness of the problems of developing countries as 
a springboard to further action. 


"Aid is a central component of the world community that must come", said Dr. 
Blake. "We must give to our neighbours all over the world such friendship, 
understanding and aid as will build community. 


"This is not a new morality", he said. "The difference today from yesterday is 
simply that the ele tea shone is bigger and we have all just moved into it. 
So far we are still strangers to each other. We must become a community." 


Other motives for aid, according to the WCC leader, were the recognition that 

all men are valuable and each man has his contribution to make to all other men; 
that material gifts may become the base for human friendship, without which life 
has no meaning; and that "what we do will begin to make men into one family and 
even reflect a little of the love of God". ) EPS, Geneva 


EKD TO LAUNCH EDUCATION DRIVE ON 
BEHALF OF POOR COUNTRIES 


(Arnoldshain, Taunus) - The Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) will sponsor an 
enquiry to discover ''the motives for the reluctance of the population to support 
aid to underdeveloped countries". It will then appoint a public relations firm 
to plan a campaign to overcome this attitude. 


This demand was addressed to the Council of the EKD by members of the EKD's 
Departments of Public Responsibility and Social Order who had attended the World 
Conference on Church and Society in Geneva in 1966, and by German delegates to 
the Fourth WCC Assembly to be held in 1968. 


The plan, which was initiated by Dr. Helmut Simon of Karlsruhe, was one result 
of two days' deliberations on the implications of the Church and Society Confer- 
ence for Germany. The participants explained they were making this appeal be- 
cause efforts to change the attitude of the public into one of concrete respon- 
sibility for the developing countries had had no success. They proposed that 
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DISCIPLES OF CHRIST ASSEMBLY ENDORSES 
MORE CENTRALISED CHURCH. 


(St. Louis) - Delegates to the 118th Assembly of the International Convention of 
Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) voted overwhelmingly here to recommend 
a proposed restructuring of the denomination. 


The standing vote followed a series of victories for advocates of "A Provisional 
Design for the Christian Church". Less than 100 of the 4,615 voting delegates 
opposed the action. 


The Provisional Design establishes a more centralised form of government at 
regional and general (national) levels. Although it includes safeguards against 
infringement on the autonomy of local congregations, and asserts that all 
relationships in the restructured church shall remain “free and voluntary", the 
design had been attacked by some as a move toward regional and national control. 


The Assembly action sends the plan to various church agencies for approval. 
Adoption of the plan would come by a two-thirds ballot at the Kansas City 
Assembly next Fall. 


Under the Provisional Design, local congregations will still call their ministers 
and elect their officers, determine their membership and have complete freedom 

in their order of worship. They will own their property and determine their 
budgets. 


The establishment of Regional Assemblies in geographical areas provides a major 
change in the structure of the church. Eventually the regions would replace 
the present state and area associations of the church. 


All congregations will be represented in the regional assemblies, which will 
provide enlarged opportunities for fellowship, worship and mutual strengthening. 
EPS, Geneva 


LET ASIAN NATIONS DECIDE ON 
VIETNAM, BLAKE SUGGESTS 


(St. Louis) - Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, suggested here that 
the United States let a high-level conference of free Asian and Pacific govern- 
ments decide whether American forces should stay in Vietnam or pull out. 


Criticising the present U.S. policy sharply because it is "unilateral", he said: 
"We need a multilateral policy of the free nations most directly and closely 
concerned.'' Dr. Blake spoke at a Sunrise Prayers for Peace service sponsored 
by the Disciples Peace Fellowship, an affiliated agency of the International 
Convention of Christian Churches. 


Dr. Blake said his criticism of U.S. policy in Vietnam differs in two important 
respects from the Russian position. First: 

° « e ; ° i] ! 
"the U.S. has the right and duty to resist the spreading of communism by force. 
He said he believed in "the sincerity of our Administration" when it says this 
is the chief reason for being in Vietnam. 


Second, he did not believe that any state had the right to solve its social and 
economic problems by liquidating the opposition and ignoring individual ‘human 
rights in the process. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC CONFERENCE HALL AND TAPESTRY DEDICATED 


(Geneva) - A service of dedication for the Conference Hall at the Ecumenical 
Centre here was conducted on October 24 in the presence of the World Council 
staff, Mr, Clarence Dillon of New York, arid members of his family. 


Mr. Dillon had given the hall and a large tapestry as its chief decoration in 
memory of his late wife, Anne. 


Among those present for the dedication were the Swedish artist, Einar Forseth, 

who designed the tapestry, as well as the architects: Erik Mdéller, J.J. Honegger, 
Henri Lesemann and F. Burrall Hoffman. Execution of the tapestry was by Pinton 
Freres of Aubusson, France. | 


In Mr. Dillon's party were his sister, Miss Jeanie Joel Dillon; his son, C. Douglas 
Dillon, former U.S. Ambassador to France and Secretary of the U.S. Treasury; and 
his daughter, Mrs. Sydney Spivack. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, and Dr. W.A. Visser ‘t Hooft, 
retired general secretary, participated in the service. Also present was Charles 
C. Parlin of New York, a president of the WCC. 


NEW DIRECTOR OF ASIAN 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE NAMED 


(Bangkok) - Mr. Kenneth M. de Lanerolle of Ceylon has been named to succeed U 
Thaung Tin of Burma as director of Asian Christian Service, an agency of the 
East Asia Christian Council which is conducting relief activities in Vietnam. 


U Thaung Tin has resigned effective December 31 after two and a half years of 
service. 


Mr. de Lanerolle has been principal of Kingswood College in Kandy for the past 
nine years; prior to that he was on the staff of Wesley College, Colombo. He 
received his academic training at University College, Colombo, the University 
of London and did graduate work in Michigan. He is a fellow of the Royal 
Geographical Society and a member of the Church of Ceylon. 


DR. BLAKE SPEAKS ON ECUMENICAL ISSUES 
AT JESUIT UNIVERSITY IN ROME 


(Rome) - In a historic speech at the Jesuits' Gregorian University here, 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, called for an early partnership 
between Roman Catholicism, Protestantism and Eastern Orthodoxy to crush the 


social ills that plague mankind. 


He was introduced to an audience of some 300 persons by the Rector of the 
university, Father Hervé Carrier. In the audience were Cardinal Franz Koenig, 
Archbishop of Austria,and several members of the Synod of Bishops. 


Father John Witte, professor of ecumenical theology at the university, commented 
on what a remarkable thing it was for Dr. Blake, as a leader of world Protestant~ 
ism, to be addressing a gathering in what was once the bulwark of Counter-re- 


formation theology. 
(more) 
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In his address Dr. Blake listed four major issues facing the World Council of 
Churches and Christianity in general: 


- the division between committed ecumenists on whether to speed up or 
slow down the drive for Christian unity; 


- the "crisis of faith" disturbing most modern Christians; 


- the "measure and meang'of increased dynamic co-operation with the 
Roman Catholic Church; 


- the problem of making the World Council "a truly important instrument 
to serve the new world-wide community that is so quickly coming into 
being"’. 


° a 
"There is no important Catholic-Protestant or Protestant-Orthodox difference on 
major social, economic and political issues, Dr. Blake said, urging combined 
church bureaucracies to find ways to bring "the whole weight of Christian good- 


will and conviction to bear on the urgent problems facing all mankind". . 
7 EPS, Geneva 


BISHOPS DIVIDED ON MIXED MARRIAGE 


(Rome) - Serious divisions developed among members of the Synod of Bishops over 
the question of mixed marriage when the bishops debated a position paper pre- 
sented by Paolo Cardinal Marella. 


The position paper represented a compromise between the Congregation for Doctrine 
of the Faith and the Secretariat for Christian Unity. However, in introducing 
the paper Cardinal Marella made some remarks which were reported to contrast 
sharply with the paper's neutral approach. 


Three questions drew considerable debate: the provisions for religious educa- 
tion of the children, recognition or non-recognition of marriage rites performed 
by non-Catholic ministers, and the amount of autonomy national hierarchies 
should have in deciding on mixed marriage policies. 


The report took the position that although in certain cases the Church can dis-, 
pense with the formulation on education of children, the substance of the promise 
must be retained, with the necessary guarantees. 


Commenting on the debate, the French paper Le Monde said: "The Fathers are caught 
between desires which seem contradictory: the desire to safeguard the rights of 
the Catholic faith by maintaining the traditional safeguards without asking how 
effective they are in practice; the desire not to infringe the rights of 
religious liberty or the rights of ecumenism; the desire to maintain the canonical 
form; and the desire to ensure pastoral care in mixed marriages". 


The results of the debate, while not made public, are presumably to go to Pope 
Paul for his guidance. EPS, Geneva 
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ASIAN CHURCH AND SOCIETY 
CONFERENCE HELD IN KOREA 


(Seoul, Korea) - The Asian Uonference on Church and Society held here 
October 10 -16 called for a deepening dialogue between the churches of Asia 
and the West on the question of modernisation and its impact upon Asian nations. 


M.M. Thomas of India, addressing 66 delegates from 17 Asian nations, emphasized 
the need for the discovery of Asian selfhood in this dialogue. This selfhood, 
he suggested, must be understood in a world context. Both Asian nations and 
churches need to find that which is truly their own. 


Mr. Thomas said: "Asian societies have accepted modernisation as their own 
goal. Thus the churches need to delineate the areas of Christian responsibility 
and to take seriously their participation in the struggle for social change". 


Modernisation, when viewed as a movement for technological progress, is. essentially 
a neutral process which is not readily amenable to human control, said Prof. Toshio 
Sato of Union Theological Seminary, Tokyo. Others argued that modernisation 

must be regarded much more positively as an expression of God's action in history. 
The task of theology is to see how God is expressing his will in the drama of 
contemporary developments. Still other theologians said modernising means 

human freedom to mould and shape society according to man's God-given creativity. 


It was the consensus of the speakers and delegates that modernisation has 
developed as an indigenous response. It is not pér se Westernisation. While 
Western technology has made an impact on Asian society, nevertheless under 
colonialism Asians could not take modernisation seriously. Only as they 
became independent could their response be positive. 


One component of modernisation is secularisation, said the conference report on 
Social and Cultural Aspects. In this process the world views of Christianity 

and traditional religions are called into question, if not discarded altogether. 
Ethical values are relativized. This creates a unique problem for the traditional 
religions and for Christianity also. In this situation dialogue between the 
different Christian confessions with those dynamic elements still remaining in 
the traditional religions of Asia takes on a new urgency. Only by seriously re- 
thinking long-held theological positions can an effective answer be developed 


to this challenge. 


The conference called attention to some of the serious obstacles to more rapid 
development and especially to the need for more savings and investment, wider 
markets, a more effective attack on unemployment, and a greater measure of 
distributive justice. 


The report on Politics and International Affairs provoked the hottest debate. 


"The Church must make clear in every way possible that peace is essential for 
development in Asia today", said the report. "Of particular concern is the war 
in Vietnam..... This conference is divided as to which political forces in 
Vietnam represent national selfhood, social justice, and Asian security. But 
we are agreed that the churches should call for self restraint by both sides 
in the conflict, as a step towards negotiations for peace..... Where feasible 
the churches in all countries involved in the war should urge their governments 
to keep under review the question whether their policies are contributing to 


the search for peace." EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATORS IN ASIA 
HOLD CONSULTATION 


(Seoul) - "The Christian Church is called to a fourth task", Dr. Yoshinobu 
Kumazawa of Tokyo Union Theological Seminary declared in his keynote address 
at the Consultation on Mass Communication held here. 


"In addition to the traditional tasks of preaching, teaching and service", Kumazawa 
asserted, ‘we must add a fourth: the ministry in mass communication. In the 
post-religious era, which we in Asia are experiencing, a new type of man is 
developing. He might be called the fourth man, the secular man, in contrast to 

his predecessors who were pagans, Jews or Christians. Our only way to reach these 
masses of péople is through the mass media of radio, television, movies, press 

and literature which is in tune with the electronic age". 


Delegates from twelve Asian nations met here October 10-16 under the joint auspices 
of the East Asia Christian Conference Broadcasting and Audio-Visual Activities 
Committee and the Literature Committee. They discussed "Confessing Christ 

Through Mass Communication in Changing Asia". 


"The objective of Christian communication is not to tell the. other person some- 
thing he needs to know, but to confront him with himself and God, so he must 
discover the truth", said Dr. Everett Parker, director of the Office of Communi- 
cation, United Church of Christ (USA). It is necessary to prepare people to 
"perceive the truth when it is presented to them". 


Parker sharply criticized the mass media industries for their subservience to 
"the four false myths of hedonistic, mass-structured society: 


"1. History is progress (We are getting better and better); 
2. Happiness is the chief objective of life; 


3. Man is basically good; 
4. Ultimately, material things are everything." 


He also warned the Christian communicators that if they intend to stand on the 
side of social change "that will lead to a stable, peaceful society in which | 
each individual can find fulfilment, you must concede that there is no place in 


it for manipulative techniques". 


The Conference voted to petition the EACC that the broadcasting-audio-visuals 
activities be integrated with literature into one Mass Communication Committee 


of the EACC. 


A Communication Development Fund was proposed for East Asia to help the churches 
produce improved literature, increase the technical ability and theological 
foundations of Christian communication, expedite research and exchange of radio-- 


IV programmes. In the next four years the sum of $130,000 would be needed. 
EPS, Geneva 
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Special Report 


A FORETASTE OF THINGS TO COME 


Impressions of the Third World Congress for the Lay Apostolate 
by Hans-Ruedi Weber, 
Observer-consultant from the WCC 


Let me begin by expressing my sense of wonder and deep gratitude to God for the 
profound renewal which through the Second Vatican Council has begun in your 
church, and also for the new image and confidence we Protestants and Orthodox 
have received concerning your church. 


A small sign of this change is the fact that ten years ago, at the Second World 
Congress, I sat up there behind on the Press gallery, disguised as a journalist, 
feeling utterly lost as the only non-Catholic among more than 2,000 Roman Catholics. 
Now, we are almost 100 Protestant and Orthodox observer-consultants, officially 
invited by you and appointed by our churches, our confessional world alliances, or 
ecumenical organisations. And now I sit here in this closing panel of your 
Congress. 


This time, we observer-consultants have felt almost totally at home, so much so 
that we speak no more about your Congress, but about our Congress. For you have 
not only invited us. You let us participate in the preparation of this meeting 
on the international level and - which is much more important - on many national 
levels. Some observers actually came as members of your national delegations. 
And you have now accepted us fully as participants and brothers in Christ. 


I have three main impressions and a host of questions. 


I. The world provides the agenda 


Ten years ago, the Congress began with a Latin Mass and an address by your Holy 
Father, Pope Pius XII. This address was the starting point for heated discussions 
throughout the Congress about the relationships between the hierarchy and the 
laity, between Catholic Action with a capital C and catholic action with a small c. 
Such an inner Catholic, organisational discussion tended to overshadow the ex- * 
cellent things said at the same Congress, for instance, about the mission of the 
Church in the modern world and about lay spirituality. 


This time, from the opening session onwards, and especially through the memorable 
morning session of "témoignages" last Thursday, "the joys and the hopes, the 

griefs and the anxieties of men of this age" provided the starting point and the 
continuous subject-matter for our prayers, our study and our planning for Christian 
commitment. The world has provided the agenda for this Congress. 


Il. The glory of liturgy 
My second main impression concerns the liturgical life of this Congress. 
Ten years ago it was impossible for me to pray with you, Not only did I not 


understand linguistically yovr worship, but I felt excluded, an outside spectator 
(more) 
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of religious ceremonies performed by priests and bishops which seemed to have no 
relationship with the world around us and the questions we were discussing. 


This time, nothing has impressed me more than our worship. I say consciously 
our worship, because despite the very sad fact that we observers could not par- 
take in your communion, we nevertheless could joyfully join with you in the hymns 
of praise, the prayers and scripture readings, and we could be in prayer present 
when you received the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


The most precious gift we take home from Rome is this set of liturgies. We 
have been taught how to bring in worship the hopes and anxieties of modern man 
before God, how to receive forgiveness for the concrete individual and social 
sins of our time, and how to be guided by the Word of God. I do hope that in 
our local and national situations we will use these liturgies, and that we were 
inspired and encouraged to create new liturgies for our own particular life 


situation, and to sing there a new song. 


III. Bible study and a mature laity 


The third main impression - and this time it is a more negative one —- concerns 
our talking about a mature laity. 


Ten years ago, there was already some talk about this subject, but the impression 
I received then was one of very, very obedient and submissive sons and daughters. 


This time, we observers were astonished and sometimes almost shocked by the im- 
patient and progressive views expressed in workshops and plenary sessions. But 
where is this holy impatience leading you to? Where do you receive the criteria 
of judgement for your almost breathtaking "aggiornamento"? You might say that 
you have the texts of Vatican II, some of which are remarkably inspired by the 
biblical message. But Father Congar has rightly pointed to the fact that they 
fail to give God's people an ethic for a Christian presence in the modern 

world, 


What we need most as a mature laity is growth in ethical imagination. In the 
thick of the struggles of life we must be able to discern God's will and to act 
obediently on the spot. We cannot wait until the theologians and the ministerial 
priesthood have elaborated their ethical treatises and pastoral letters. (Quite 
apart from the fact that they are unable to do so without the full participation 
and contribution of the laity.) How can we receive such ethical discernment? ° 
Partly, it is the fruit of a spirituality, nourished by our full participation 

in the liturgical drama. But to a very great extent, it is also the fruit 

of serious Bible study. 


In this Congress, we have read in our liturgies some of the key passages of the 
Old and New Testament which speak in a direct and penetrating way to exactly 

the points of agenda which the world has provided for our Congress. But then, 
of course, these passages must not only be liturgically read, they must be 
studied in small groups of Roman Catholics, Orthodox and Protestants, between 
clergy and laity, between those who have an academic knowledge of theology 
through their studies and those who have existential theological insights through 
their attempt to obey God's will and live by God's grace in a secular profession. 


It is a pity that we have missed the chance for such corporate Bible study in 
this Congress, because this is a third essential mark of ecumenicity. You 


might say that there was no time. However, all depends on your priorities. 
(more) 
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And I strongly believe that Bible study is a top priority in a Congress of God's 
people. I fear impatient reforms of church structures and I fear a way~out 
Christian involvement in the struggles of our world, if at the same time our 
eyes of faith are not sharpened by the corporate study of the Scriptures in the 
context of the "oikoumene" today. I hope, therefore, very much that in our 
local and national situations we will remedy this missed opportunity, take up 
the texts we read in our worship and study them with a view to our vocation. 


IV. Some questions 


Let me now mention a few of the questions which have come up in some of our minds 
during these days. There is no time to do more than state them without elab- 
oration. 


1. This Congress has for most of us participants been a deep ecumenical ex- 
perience, not so much because some non-Catholics were together with Catholics, 

but because Christians out of the whole inhabited world have discerned together 
the aspirations of men, have brought them before God in worship and have together 
received from God a new commitment to Christian witness and service. This ecu- 
menical experience is much deeper and wider than the merely interconfessional and 
exclusively church-unity centred concept found in the Vatican Decree on Ecumenism. 
My question is therefore: Do you have a too narrow and too one-sided concept of 
what the ecumenical movement is? 


2. Towards the end of this Congress, you have spoken much about an adequate lay 
representation in the boards, committees and councils of your church. This is 
good and well. But at the same time, I get worried. Such lay councils tend 
to breed that peculiar kind of clericalised layman which hinders rather than 
helps church renewal. I therefore want to ask you: Do you not give too much 
importance to lay representation in interchurch affairs? Does this not deter 
you from the basic lay vocation, ‘namely, the full participation in the liturgy 
and the Christian presence in the world? 


3. In this Congress, we have experienced the reality of our common baptism. We 
also come more and more to a remarkable consensus about the vision of the Church's 
task. Most of what Fr. Tucci wrote in his excellent paper "The New Visions of 
the Church", which was sent to us as one of the preparatory papers, and most of 
what Fr. Congar taught us about "Our Vocation" is exactly what we have come to 

see in the ecumenical movement. Certainly, there are still many basic divisions 
among us, especially concerning the nature of the ministerial priesthood. It 
would be wrong to ignore or jump these disagreements. But my question is: 

Must we not demand from our theologians and church leaders to draw the practical 
consequences of our growing consensus and the reality of our baptism. What does 
it mean for the laity's contribution to the formulation and teaching of our faith? 
What does it mean for such burning questions as the ones on mixed marriages and a 


common eucharistic meal? 


4. As we discussed and prayed about the points of agenda provided by the modern 
world, we laymen and priests, we Catholics, Orthodox and Protestants have found 
a great solidarity. We live in the same world. Our helplessness is the same. 
We discern the same key challenges to the Church. We have increasingly the 

same vision of the Church's task. I ask therefore: Has the time for Catholic 
lay Congresses not passed? Must we in the future not have congresses of the 

whole people of God, composed of Catholics, Orthodox and Protestants, the laity 


and what you call the ministerial priesthood? 
(more) 
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5. My last question is addressed to us observer-consultants: Will the 
Protestant and Orthodox churches and the ecumenical organisations which we rer 
present here be willing and ready to respond to the generous invitation and out~ 
stretched hand of this Congress? I fear very much that our churches: and 
organisations are neither prepared nor willing to do so. I end therefore with 

a plea to you, our Catholic brethren. The challenge of our existence as 
Orthodox and Protestant churches and our ecumenical experience has perhaps helped 
you a little in the renewal of your church. Now I plead: Be patient with us 


and help us in our renewal! 
EPS, Geneva 
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FIRST ROMAN CATHOLIC/WCC CONFERENCE 
ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SET 


(Geneva) - The first conference on world economic development to be sponsored 
jointly by the World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Pontifical Com 
mission on Justice and Peace will be held April 22-28, 1968, probably on the con- 


tinent of Africa. 


Plans for the conference were announced simultaneously here and in Rome on 
October 30 by officers of the RCC/WCC Exploratory Committee on Society, Develop- 
ment and Peace, 


WCC Associate General Secretary Philip Potter, who is the responsible WCC staff 
member in the Exploratory Committee, said: "This is an exciting and logical 
development in the relations between the World Council and the Roman Catholic 
Church. Vatican decrees and recent Papal encyclicals have expressed themselves 
in terms similar to those employed in WCC statements over the past twenty years, 
and particularly those of the recent World Conference on Church and Society. 


"All we are attempting to do is to obey together God's call to minister to the 
desperate needs of the world, and to seek justice and peace. We hope this 
conference will be the beginning of a fruitful collaboration in terms of the 
Church's concern for the total development of peoples". 


While members of the RCC/WCC Exploratory Committee have held several private 
sessions in recent months, the forthcoming Conference on Programme Proposals 
for World Development will be the first public collaboration in the field of 
international justice and peace. 


The WCC's policy-making Central Committee gave approval for the conference at 
its August meeting in Crete. 


A two-part agenda for the April conference is announced. 


First, participants will take a look at the human and economic facts concerning 
the gap between rich and poor nations. To make sure they have the latest informa- 
tion, the meeting of Christian experts has been scheduled to follow the United 
Nations Conference on Trade. and Development (UNCTAD) in New Delhi. Also the 
experience accumulated by bodies such as the World Bank will be brought to the 
discussions. This will make it possible to pinpoint the most critical economic, 


and social issues. 


Conference participants will assess these findings from a Christian perspective. 
Then they hope to produce a joint statement of convictions about economic 
development, a list of issues for immediate joint study, and an indication of 
actions that Roman Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant churches should be taking 


in this area. 


The Exploratory Committee first met on June 18-20 at Geneva under the co-chairman 
ship of Mgr. Joseph Gremillion, secretary of the Pontifical Commission on Justice 
and Peace; and Mr. Max Kohnstamm, vice president of the Action Committee for the 
United States of Europe. The group defined three areas for joint exploration: 


(more) 
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~- Towards a theological understanding of justice and love in history and 
society; 


- Towards a strategy of development in a world perspective; 


- Towards the development of full dignity of man in the national, regional 
and international community. 


As a contribution towards the study of theological issues, it was agreed that there 
would be adequate Roman Catholic participation in the consultation being organised 
by the WCC Department on Church and Society on the theological questions arising 
out of last year's Church and Society Conference. This is slated for March 17-23, 
possibly in Russia. 


Roman Catholics will also take part in the WCC Consultation on Problems of Humanisa- 
tion in Society in the light of current Christian and Marxist thinking. This 

will probably take place April 8-10. Roman Catholics and Protestants are 
organising a Conference of Businessmen on International Economic Development for 
Paris, April 4-5. 


The Pontifical Commission has invited Protestants to attend a meeting of representa- 
tives of national commissions on justice and peace from Western Europe and North 
America, which it is organising for December 13-15 in Brussels. 


Beyond the international level, plans are developing both regionally and nationally 
to work together on matters of justice and peace. 


In Britain, for example, the Conference of Catholic Bishops is supporting the campaign 
to reach more than 200 neighbourhoods with the issues set forth in the British 

Council of Churches' report "World Poverty and British Responsibility". | In North 
America, Protestants will be invited. to Roman Catholic workshops called "Days of 

World Awareness". And prospects appear bright for co-operation in Africa and 

Asia in the near future. EPS, Geneva 


REFUSAL OF VISAS TO ECUMENICAL DELEGATES 
MARS REFORMATION OBSERVANCES 


(Berlin) - Observances in East Germany marking the 450th anniversary of the Reforma- 
tion were marred by the tightening of state regulations affecting the Church. 


The full contingent from the World Council of Churches, the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches could not participate in the 
celebrations because several members of each delegation were refused entry visas by 
the German Democratic Republic. Notification came shortly before they were to 
leave for Wittenberg. 


Furthermore, those who went were not permitted to attend ecumenical parish days at 
which they were scheduled to speak. No reason for the refusals was given. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary; Dr. Marcel Pradervand, general 
secretary of the WARC; and Pastor Carl Mau of LWF issued a joint statement from 
Wittenberg on October 29 saying that their ecumenical bodies might not have sent 
representatives to Wittenberg if they had known that such restrictions would be 
imposed. 


(more) 
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"The ecumenical movement is endeavouring to promote the responsible freedom of 
the Church, without any political bias", they stated. "For this, ecumenical 
contacts transcending all political barriers are essential". 


Dr. Blake was to have spoken at an ecumenical parish day in Leipzig, Dr. Prader- 
vand in Karl Marx Stadt and Pastor Mau in Erfurt. 


Of the 350 guests from Western countries who had been invited by the East German 
churches, only 167 obtained visas; all 150 guests from Eastern countries were 
reported admitted. From West Germany only a little over 50 of the 500 church 
delegates invited were admitted. 


Among those refused visas were Dr. Malvin H. Lundeen, chairman of the Lutheran 
Committee for the Reformation Observances in the U.S.; and William P. Thompson, 
chief executive officer of the United Presbyterian Church (USA). 


Earlier Dr. Blake, Dr. Pradervand and Dr. André Appel, head of LWF, had sent a 
telegram to Mr. Willi Stoph, chairman of the Council of Ministers of the German 
Democratic Republic, seeking to clear up the visa question. They received a 
negative reply in which no reason for the refusals was given. 


Commenting on the East German action, the three ecumenical leaders said: "The 
Reformation, which started in Wittenberg, is an event that concerns the whole 
Church of Christ in all countries. By restricting international representation, 
the government authorities in the GDR have cast a shadow over the observances". 


INDONESIAN GOVERNMENT CONDEMNS 
ANTI-CHRISTIAN DEMONSTRATIONS 


(The Hague) - Officials of the Indonesian Government have been highly critical of 
recent anti-Christian demonstrations by Moslem groups. They said such acts could 
not be tolerated under any circumstances. 


The Indonesian Council of Churches and leading Moslem spokesmen meanwhile appealed 
for reconciliation between Moslems and Christians, and suggested that friendly 
contacts between them be deepened. 


During anti-Christian demonstrations in Makassar on the island of Celebes at the 
beginning of October, 15 Protestant and Catholic churches were damaged, as well ‘as 
a great many parish-houses and Christian institutions. The incidents at Makassar, 
a town of 600,000 inhabitants, of whom 100,000 are Christians, had attracted a 
great deal of attention in Indonesia, because they were regarded as a violation of 
freedom of belief and tolerance, basic rights of the Republic. 


ECUMENICAL NATURE OF REFORMATION 
OBSERVANCES IS HAILED 


(Wittenberg) - "The churches in the German Democratic Republic (GDR) have not ex- 
perienced such wide ecumenical fellowship since the Leipzig Kirchentag in 1954", 
Bishop Johannes Jaenicke of Magdeburg said in welcoming guests from Germany and 
abroad to the central Reformation Day observances in Wittenberg. 


“But our joy is overshadowed by the thought of those who cannot be here with us", 
he quickly added. "We welcome them in spirit to this great fellowship which 


(more) 
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transcends the frontiers". 


Bishop Jaenicke made his statement at an ecumenical gathering at Bad Schmiedeberg 
near Wittenberg on Sunday evening, October 29. 


Also greeting the visitors were Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, who 
stressed the World Council's determination to help the churches form a stronger 
fellowship. 


Dr. André Appel, general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, commented that 
the presence of so many guests from different churches was proof that the Reforma- 
tion had extended far beyond the boundaries of Lutheranism. Dr. Marcel Pradervand, 
general secretary of the World Presbyterian Alliance, brought greetings on behalf 

of Prof. Wilhelm Niesel, president of WPA, who had been refused a visa. Dr. Prader- 
vand called attention to the common heritage of the Reformation and affirmed that 
"the first step towards restoring spiritual unity among the Reformation churches 

has been taken". 


Earlier in the day the central Reformation Day observances had got under way with 
services in three churches and an ecumenical youth rally which drew 1,600 young 
people from all over the German Democratic Republic (GDR). 


Guests of honour included Dr. Blake, Praises Ernst Wilm of Westphalia (West Germany), 
Bishop Erich Eichele of Wiirttemberg, and church leaders from Africa and Asia. 


“What concerns us today did not start in Wittenberg, but in Galilee and Jerusalem", 
Bishop Jaenicke stressed in his sermon. “Our primary concern is the Risen Lord, 
Jesus Christ. Our power is the power of Christ's love over sinners", he said. 
Therefore, Christian witness is not an act of defiance but a “testimony of love". 


Addressing the youth rally, Dr. Blake said that perception of the truth is leading 
the churches closer to each other. This truth is also leading them to undertake 
the right kind of service in the world. EPS, Geneva 


PATRIARCH AND POPE TO ENCOURAGE CLOSER 
CONTACTS, PRACTICAL CO-OPERATION 


(Rome) - Pope Paul VI and His All Holiness Athenagoras I, Ecumenical Patriarch of 
Constantinople, described their third meeting as a contribution to mutual under- 
standing, and stated their intention to encourage practical co-operation as well 

as contacts between priests and theologians of their two communions. 


A joint communiqué issued 28th October at the end of the Patriarch's two-day 
visit, said: "We fully recognise that there is still a long way to go before all 
Christians are united, and there are still points to be cleared up between the 
Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church and obstacles to be overcome before 
unity in faith is reached as the necessary preliminary for restoring full fellow- 
ship". However, the Pope and the Patriarch "are glad that their meeting helped 
them to recognise the links between their sister-churches". 


Patriarch Athenagoras arrived in Rome on October 26 after visiting Orthodox churches 
in Serbia, Roumania and Bulgaria. He was met at the airport by several Cardinals, 


including Cardinal Tisserant and Cardinal Bea. 
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At a service in St. Peter's, the Ecumenical Patriarch sat on a throne beside the 
Pope. At the close of the service he addressed the thousands present including 
80 Cardinals. 


He noted that the ecumenical movement, the Second Vatican Council, pan-Orthodox 
conferences, and pan-Christian Congresses "have revealed the heavy guilt of the 
division of the Church in such a way that today there is not a single local church, 
or a responsible Christian shepherd and teacher, who does not perceive the absolute 
and urgent necessity to overcome this evil". 


The Patriarch had two private audiences with the Pope. 


A communiqué issued just before the Patriarch's departure describes the renewal 

of the Church and of Christians as an essential pre-requisite for the restoration 
of unity. From the dialogue of love - the "foundation of all relationships" -— 
the way must lead in mutual respect of the other's church traditions to “unselfish 
co-operation" on questions of pastoral care, social and spiritual matters. 


The two world Christian leaders expressed the wish for regular contacts in every 
sphere between Catholic and Orthodox priests, for joint solution of problems of 
pastoral care (especially the question of mixed marriage) and for closer co- 
operation in works of charity, assistance to refugees, and in the promotion of 
justice and peace. 


They also promised "pastoral support" for co-operation between theologians both 
in the field of church history, patristics, liturgy and exegesis. They expressed 
their hope that this co-operation will be undertaken in a spirit of “loyalty to 
truth and mutual understanding, and inspired with the desire to avoid the resent- 
ful attitude of the past and any form of spiritual or intellectual hegemony". 


The Ecumenical Patriarch's two-day stay in Rome was the latest stop on a journey 
that will include visits to the WCC in Geneva and to the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Primate of the Anglican Communion. The Patriarch's official visit to Geneva 

begins on November 6 with a reception in the large conference hall at the Ecumenical 
Centre, to be attended by representatives of the diplomatic service and authorities 
of the City of Geneva. EPS, Geneva. 


LATIN AMERICAN ASSEMBLY POSTPONED; 
OTHER MEETINGS MOVED TO URUGUAY 


(Montevideo, Uruguay) - The Third Evangelical Latin American Assembly, originally 
scheduled for Sao Paulo, Brazil in December, has been postponed until February 
1969 by action of the Evangelical Confederation of Brazil. 


Consultations which had been planned to coincide with the Assembly will not be 
postponed, however, but will be held in Piriapolis, Uruguay, this year as follows: 
December 9-11: Representatives of Latin American seminaries; 
Working group on Christian mission in Latin America 
today. 
December 12-17: The réle of women in church and society; 


Strategy of work with youth in Latin America; 
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Future action of the Church and Society Committee; 
Service and social projects; 
Organisation and development of the community; 


The tragedy and challenge of internal migration. 


December 17-19: The Church and Society Assembly. EPS, Geneva 


CCSA MANDATE PUTS STRESS ON RECRUITING 
PERSONNEL FOR NATION-BUILDING 


(Geneva) - A new mandate for the Christian Committee for Service in Algeria was 
spelled out and approved by the General Committee when it met here October 26-27. 
The mandate is to govern phase two of CCSA operations now going into effect. 


As agreed at its last meeting the end of May, CCSA will concentrate for the next 
three years on providing personnel to help the government of Algeria build up the 
nation (EPS No. 19). Some selected projects will continue but on a smaller scale 
than heretofore. 


Under the new mandate, CCSA will have team members as "associates", besides a 
small central staff. Some of these associates are already serving on the CCSA 
team, and their numbers will soon be increased. They will include primary and 
secondary school teachers, university staff, accountants, forestry engineers, 
doctors and nurses. 


Associates are recruited through the WCC's Secretariat for Personnel, Teams, and 
Fraternal Workers and its co-operating agencies. They will serve in well-defined 
positions in government or other Algerian structures where they can meet specific 
needs. In general they will receive their salaries from these agencies. 


Under the new mandate, the associates will be related to the central staff of 
CCSA, which feels responsible for them. Other Christians who may be working 
in Algeria under different arrangements will be invited to join the fellowship. 


In choosing assignments for the associates, account is to be taken of the wishes 
of the Algerian authorities, the contributions that can be made to production 
and training, and the possibility of contacts and concrete co-operation which 
might be opened up. 


Current projects of CCSA which were reported to the General Committee include 
medical work, experiments in dryland pasturages, honey production, distribution 
of school and sewing materials, teaching in primary and vocational schools, social 
service, and the marketing of Algerian handicrafts. 


CCSA's budget, now running at about $125,000 a year, is sought by the WCC's Divi- 
sion of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. Important support is given 
by the Lutheran World Federation, CIMADE in France, Germany's Bread for the World 
campaign, the World YWCA, Church World Service, Christian Aid in Britain, and 

the Netherlands Inter-Church Aid Committee in addition to church agencies in 

other countries. EPS, Geneva 
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BISHOPS' ACTION ON MIXED MARRIAGE 
TERMED "DISAPPOINTING" BY WCC EXPERT 


(Geneva) - Dr. Lukas Vischer, director of the WCC's Secretariat for Faith and 
Order, has expressed disappointment over the votes taken by the Roman Catholic 
Bishops on proposals concerning mixed marriages. 


"The result of the voting", he said, "gives little grounds for hoping that the 
Pope in the near future will revise Roman Catholic regulations, which are a 
serious obstacle to ecumenical relations today". 


The overwhelming majority of bishops view a difference in confession between 
marriage partners as an obstacle to marriage, while the canonical form of marriage 
and the requirement that children be brought up in the Catholic faith are still 
fundamental conditions for a valid mixed marriage. 


"This result is disappointing", said Dr. Vischer. "The hopes that many people 
had placed in the Synod have not been fulfilled." However, this must not result 
in breaking off conversations on the subject. "On the contrary, joint efforts 
for Christian understanding must be intensified", he said. 


According to Dr. Vischer, the Bishops' Synod took one forward step: it called 

for decentralisation of the power to grant dispensation from the canonical form 
and the explicit promise to educate children in the Catholic faith. In future, 
such dispensations could be granted not only by the Holy See but also by the 
bishops of different countries, if the Synod's recommendation is adopted. 

"This may open up fresh opportunities for conversation in the separate countries”, 
said Dr. Vischer. 


In conclusion, he recalled that the WCC Central Committee at its August meeting 
had called on the Joint Working Group, composed of WCC and Roman Catholic 
representatives, to reopen its discussion on mixed marriage upon the conclusion 
of the Bishops’ Synod. EPS, Geneva 


SYNOD OF BISHOPS ACTS 
ON CRISIS OF FAITH 


(Rome) - In final reports issued by the Bishops' Synod, which ended on October 29 
after four weeks of deliberations, major emphasis was placed on the question of 


mixed marriage and on the Six Pastoral Principles for overcoming the crisis in 
faith. 


Approved by a large majority, the principles clearly advocate "portraying the 

truth in a positive way" rather than teaching "through warnings and condemnations". 
It is essential to proclaim the faith constantly and in a comprehensible manner. 
The teaching office (magisterium) must be rightly exercised both by the individual 
bishop and by the College of Bishops jointly with the Holy See, it.is stated. 


The work of theologians is essential and must be undertaken in freedom; this 
freedom is restricted only by the Word of Cod. The publication of theological 
teachings demands an active feeling of responsibility and pedagogical tact. 
Finally, the Church must give a genuine witness of justice and love in accordance 
with the decisions of the Second Vatican Council and the papal encyclicals. 


A permanent commission of theologians to advise the Pope and the hierarchy on 


No. 38 - 2nd November, 1967 9 


questions of faith was proposed by the bishops. It should include theologians 
of different schools of thought, able to work in "legitimate freedom". In an 
effort to "decentralize" theological activity, it was suggested the commission 
meet in but not live in Rome. Members should be nominated by the various 
episcopal conferences but their selection left to the Pope. 


The votes on liturgical reform are also considered important. ecumenically. While 
the bishops gave only a bare majority to the proposal for a "normative Mass", 
a clear majority voted in favour of introducing additional Eucharistic prayers 
(side by side with the Roman Canon) and thus making the liturgy more varied. 

EPS, Geneva 


U.S. CHURCH/SOCIETY CONFERENCE 
PROPOSES STRATEGIES FOR ACTION 


(Detroit, Michigan) - A blueprint for a massive church-backed programme of civil 
disobedience to protest the war in Vietnam was drawn here by participants in the 
U.S. Conference on Church and Society. 


The comprehensive ten-page report suggests various degrees of protest, ranging 
from programmes to educate local congregations on the issues of the Vietnam con- 
flict to plans for a nationwide protest strike. 


Since the conference was not a delegated body, the proposals are not binding on any 
church group. The majority of the 700 lay and clerical participants were 
officially appointed by their denominations. 


The meeting was a follow-up to the World Conference on Church and Society held 

in Geneva in 1966 called by the World Council of Churches. The U.S. gathering 
was arranged by the National Council of Churches. It was designed to speak Htoy 
rather than "for" the National Council. 


The Vietnam proposals were produced by a small study group that concentrated on 
this subject throughout the five-day gathering. In addition to some 30 U.S. 
churchmen with varying degrees of expertise on the subject, resource leaders in- 
cluded a representative of the U.S. Department of State and a Vietnamese Buddhist 
monk, the Ven. Thich Nhat Hanh. 


The action plan called on the National Council of Churches, under certain Sea 
stances, to "announce and co-ordinate the proclaiming of a programme to say "no! 
to escalation" in the war. It was proposed that the NCC should indicate where 
the line must be drawn, such as"the use of nuclear weapons, the land invasion of 
North Vietnam, intentional direct military offensive action against China, or 

the bombing of the major Red River dikes in North Vietnam". 


"Should any of these actions be taken", the proposal continued, "the religious 
leaders of our country should call upon the people of faith within 36 hours to 
close their businesses and industries, transportation facilities and schools for 
one full day, calling on all sympathetic citizens to join in this action". 


It was also recommended that “the people of faith must seek a massive visible 
presence at all the places of government on the 'no business' day to dramatize 


(more) 
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the protest". Fasting was also urged. 
Pp g 


A list of less drastic strategies to be implemented under present circumstances 
was also put forward. These included: 


- Urging every local congregation to set aside a time during its regular 
weekly worship service for a brief presentation of "current ecumenical 
views on Vietnam, information and historical background"; 


~ A proposal that the NCC publish and distribute "a balanced weekly BELate se 
of news, interpretation and documentation" on Vietnam; 


- Purchase of "prime time" on television by the NCC to present the Vietnam 
issue; 


- Support by the denominational press of a "pool" reporter in Vietnam in 
the interests of "better coverage of total Vietnam news"; 


- Organisation of "selective, timed and national boycotts" of the consumer 
products marketed by manufacturers who also produce war material. 


The Vietnam section was one of 30 groups discussing possible "strategies" for the 
churches on the ethical implications of questions ranging from foreign affairs and 
violence to genetic manipulation. 


Other work groups dealt with problem areas in Latin America, the Middle East, 
Africa, Asia and Eastern Europe. 


Mrs. Katherine Strong, section chairman, reported four common themes in the 
various groups: "There is a growing concern over the intolerably widening gap 
between the affluent and the miserable", she said. "There was almost universal 
criticism of the way the United States is using power in developing countries; 
our national goals must give way to a concern for justice rather than just 
national security; there is a growing awareness that the time has come when 

the ordinary churchman can find the strategy to attack many of these problems at 
their roots" 


Several of the study groups confessed to a lack of knowledge to deal adequately 
with the questions under discussion. On the other hand, one group with plenty of 
experts concluded that the problems under discussion - the Middle East - probably 
could not be solved. 


"What is justice for the Arabs is injustice for Israel", said Dr. Alford Carleton, 
head of the United Church Board for World Ministries. He warned that the situation 
there "may get worse before it gets better" The Middle East crisis, he said, 
"has all the makings of a Greek tragedy in hie things develop inexorably no 
matter what anyone does" 


A working group on world hunger urged the formation of a national inter-religious 
committee against world hunger. This body would co-ordinate economic development 
programmes of various religious groups, and seek working relationships with 
businessmen interested in stepping up international trade. 


Mrs. Charlotte Weeks, leader of the section on domestic problems, reported general 
agreement that churches should support "mass-based organisations of the powerless 
and should place more church investments in the ghettos, even if this means 

cutting down on church building programmes. EPS, Geneva 


w 
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NEW HOUSE OF DIALOGUE 
DEDICATED IN KYOTO 


(Kyoto) - An idea that originated in Germany after World War II has now achieved 
full acceptance halfway around the world in Japan. 


With the dedication of the Kansai Seminar House at the foot of Mount Hiei in 
north Kyoto on October 20, the concept of lay academies encouraging. dialogue 
between persons of different professions, religions and nationalities has come 
to fruition. 


For eight years experimental meetings among the various professions and groups 
in industrial society had been conducted before the Nippon Christian Academy 
decided to erect the seminar house. The academy is an interdenominational 
organisation associated with the National Christian Council of Japan. 


Some 150 church and business leaders attended the opening ceremonies. 

Dr. Eberhard Mueller, director of the Association of Evangelical Academies in 
Germany, told the guests that industrialisation creates separation and specialisa- 
tion among men. But it also makes them more dependent on the knowledge and 
skills of one another. The academy is a place where individuals and groups can 
learn the art of dialogue, he said. 


The Swiss theologian Emil Brunner introduced the idea of academies to Japan 
when he taught here from 1952 to 1954. 


The new quarters include a conference hall, several discussion rooms, a library 
and overnight accommodation for 80 persons. Approximately 80Z of the building 
costs were raised in Japan, chiefly from non-Christian industrial groups. The 
programme was organised under the direction of Dr. Masao Takenaka. The director 
is the Rev. Moriatsu Murayama. EPS, Geneva- 


BRITISH WORKING GROUP MAY 
PROPOSE JOINT PROGRAMME BY 1969 


(London) - The possibility that British churches may eventually pool their efforts 
in the areas of mission, social responsibility, international affairs and youth 
work was in the minds of delegates to the autumn meeting of the British Council 

of Churches last week. 


They appointed a working party to survey the activities of member churches and the 
British Council in a variety of areas. Then it will suggest ways in which certain 
programmes can be carried out ecumenically. 


By the autumn of 1969 it is hoped that proposals can be ready, so they may be 
taken into account in setting the budget in 1971-1974. 


In other actions the BCC endorsed the Race Relations Board's judgment that the 

Race Relations Act should be amended to bring racial discrimination in housing, 
employment and financial facilities within the Board's terms of reference. It 
also voted to turn over to the Faith and Order Department the whole question of 
inter-faith services, rather than advise local churches not to provide for such 


services. EPS, Geneva 
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COMMUNIST REVIEWER HAILS 
OLD TESTAMENT AS LITERATURE 


(New York) - A Communist literary critic has termed a Polish version of the Old 
Testament now translated into Russian "a majestic literary monument that stands 
on the level of the Iliad and Odyssey". 


The reviewer, A. Kashdan, a frequent contributor to the Soviet atheist journal 
Science and Religion, told his readers that the Bible is based on “historical 
truth", He praised the appearance of the Russian version titled Biblical Tales 
as a "break in the conspiracy of silence" which in the USSR had previously 
relegated the Old Testament to oblivion. 


The Biblical Tales was first published in Poland in 1963, Last year Soviet 
authorities put on sale 100,000 copies of a Russian translation (EPS No. 27, 1966). 
According to foreign observers in Moscow, they were sold out almost overnight. 
Author of the book is Zenon Kosidovski. 


Kashdan's review emphasized the ' Posts ve: Y value" of the Old Testament, saying 
it "deserves a distinguished place in man's esteem because of its qualities as 
a literary work and its insight into human psychology". EPS, Geneva 


SOUTHERN AFRICA LUTHERAN GROUP 
INVITES MORE CHURCH-STATE STUDY 


(Johannesburg) - Increased study of Lutheran church and state relationships on 
the South African scene has been recommended by the Executive Committee of the 
Federation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in Southern Africa (FELCSA). 


A consultation on the topic will be held next April, to which representatives 
from all Lutheran churches in the region will be invited. 


The planned consultation will be a successor to a Pastoral Institute on the 
Lutheran teaching on the Two Kingdoms held last April at the Theological College 
in Umpumulo, Natal (EPS No. 17). A memorandum adopted on that occasion rejected 
the South African policy of separate development, declaring that those who advocate 
the policy can claim no biblical support. 


acl 


FELCSA executives have asked all member churches of the federation to study and | 
express their opinions on the Umpumulo memorandum. EPS, Geneva 


"URBAN CRISIS" FUND OF $1 MILLION 
APPROVED BY PRESBYTERIANS 


(New York) - The United Presbyterian Board of National Missions has endorsed a 
proposed one million dollar "urban crisis" fund. 


The action came on a suggestion by the Rev. Dr. Kenneth G. Neigh, the board's 
general secretary,who cited the need for denominational commitment of both onige 
and ideas to help answer "the aching urban questions shattering our culture” 


"For the sake of America's soul", Dr. Neigh told board mihi "the Church must 
be at crisis points with ideas, commitment, and important money" if it hopes to 
effect "radical reconciliation" within society. 


In the face of violent change throughout society, the Church is called to help © 
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CUBAN METHODIST AUTONOMY SET 


(New York) ~ The new, autonomous Methodist Church of Cuba will come into being 
February 2-4, 1968 at an organising conference to be held in Havana. 


The Methodists have been in the process of becoming autonomous since 1964. 
Final action. came at a special session of the Annual Conference in August, at 
which articles of faith and a constitution were approved. 


The new body will have about 9,000 members. There are 54 pastors, either fully 


ordained ministers, theological students or accepted supply (lay) ministers. 
EPS, Geneva 


\ 
3 


RUSSIAN ORTHODOX EXARCH 
ARRIVES IN EAST BERLIN 


(East Berlin) - Archbishop Vladimir (Kotliarov), the new exarch of the Russian 
Orthodox Church in Central Europe, arrived here to take up his post. 


He previously served as the representative of the Russian Orthodox Church at 
the headquarters of the World Council of Churches in Geneva and as a representative 
of the Moscow Patriarchate at the Second Vatican Council. EPS, Geneva 


LAOTIAN CHRISTIANS WILL AID 
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 


(Vientiane, Laos) - Plans for Christian groups in Laos to participate in the 
establishment of institutions necessary for mature development were made here by 
a consultation representing the East Asia Christian Conference and the Evangelical 


Church in Laos. 


Dr. D.T. Niles, general secretary of EACC, said that recommendations centered on 
three areas of development: education, leadership training, and medical aid. 


The proposal was made, according to Dr. Niles, to form a primary school along 

the lines set forth in the Government Ordinance on Education (1962). It is to be 
a Lao-language school and will ndt be restricted to Christian constituency. A 
Student Christian Centre and Hostel will be established in Vientiane to serve 
secondary school students who come to the capital to study. 


To assist in meeting the need for national leadership, the consultation outlined 
plans for annual sponsorship of four or five Laotian Christian students in medical, 
theological and general institutions abroad. 


The Church of Christ in Thailand will co-operate in the projects selected by the 
consultation, Dr. Niles said. 


ROMAN CATHOLIC ADMINISTRATOR 
APPOINTED TO SUDAN SEE 


(Juba, Sudan) - The installation of a new apostolic administrator here is being 
interpreted as a hopeful sign for the future of the Roman Catholic Church in the 


Southern Sudan. 


Father Silvester Laharanya has succeeded Bishop Sisto Mazzoldi, F.S.C.J., who 
was expelled by the Sudanese government in 1964 and has administered the new 
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PHOTO OITKOUMENE 


UPPSALA, SWEDEN - the setting for the World Council's Fourth Assembly in 1968 - 

was for centuries a centre of the old Nordic pagan religion. At the beginning 

of the 12th century it became the headquarters of the Christian Church, and in 

1164 the See of the Archbishop of Sweden. A hundred years later the present 
cathedral was begun. From the start it was the national shrine of Sweden, in which 
kings were crowned and bishops consecrated. Swedes of international fame such 

as Linnaeus and Swedenborg rest here, as well as the apostle of ecumenism, Arch- 
bishop Nathan Sdderblom, who died in 1931. The funeral service for Dag Hammarskjéld, 
who grew up and was educated in Uppsala, was held here in 1961. | 


Opposite page: Uppsala Cathedral, the largest church in Scandinavia, is almost 
400 feet long with towers rising 400 feet from street level. Built in French 
Gothic style and consecrated in 1435, it stands in the heart of Uppsala and will 
serve as the setting for opening and closing worship services at the Fourth 
Assembly. 


Back page: (151,152) First ecumenical gathering held in Sweden was the Life and 
Work Conference at Stockholm in 1925, which brought together Protestants, Anglicans 
and Orthodox. On August 19 more than 600 delegates from 3/ countries assembled 

in the Cathedral for the opening worship. Immediately afterwards they marched 

to the Royal Palace to be received by the King and Queen. A message issued by 

this conference affirmed the obligation resting on the churches to apply the Gospel 
"in all realms of human life - industrial, social, political and international". 


(153) Theme and subthemes for the forthcoming WCC Assembly are set out in the 
preparatory booklet All Things New, which is shown here in the German version 
titled Uppsala 1968. It is available for study in the churches. (154) Organising » 
genius behind the Stockholm 1925 Conference was Archbishop Nathan Sdéderblom. ) 
"During the first half of the 20th century Séderblom stands out as the man who did 
more than any other Christian leader or teacher to unite Orthodox and Evangelical 
Churches of all nations and communions in a common fellowship", wrote the late™ 
Bishop of Chichester (George Bell). 


(155) Archbishop Alexis of Tallinn, Estonia, chats with Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren, 
who as chairman of the Swedish Ecumenical Council will serve as host for the 
Fourth Assembly. (156) New Archbishop of Uppsala and Primate of the Church of 
Sweden (Lutheran) is Ruben Josefson (credit photo to Lutheran World Federation). 
(157) One of the earlier WCC assemblies was at Evanston, Illinois (1954), when 
sessions were in McGraw Hall. (158) West met East at New Delhi (1961) Assembly 

as the late Bishop Otto Dibelius (left), a WCC president, greeted a delegate from — 
the Indian Salvation Army and a Coptic bishop. (159) In New Delhi 42 broadcasters 
were accredited. The Uppsala Assembly will receive unprecedented world wide TV 

and radio coverage via vastly improved communications media. 


(160) At Uppsala delegates will meet in the new Fyris Hall, part of a vast sports 
complex on the outskirts of the city. (161) Aerial view of the historic sector 

of Uppsala, containing the Cathedral, archbishop's residence, and several university 
buildings. (162) Modern architecture of student apartments, where delegates will 

be lodged, contrasts sharply with ancient cathedral spires. 
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ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH, IN WCC VISIT, 
SUMMONS CHURCHES TO NEW COLLABORATION 


(Geneva) - It is the function of “our World Council of Churches" to facilitate 
and further ecumenical initiatives among all churches, whether they are members 
of the Council or not. 


These words serve to summarize the convictions of His All Holiness Athenagoras I, 
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, who combined in all he said during his 
four-day visit to Geneva a deep allegiance to the WCC with a strong plea for new 
approaches to unity. 


He came not as a stranger, but as the spiritual leader of one of the founding churches 
of the World Council. For Orthodox representatives attended both the Stockholm 

Life and Work Conference in 1925 and the Faith and Order Conference at Lausanne 

in 1927, which eventually led to the formation of the World Council of Churches. 


In welcoming the Patriarch at an official reception in the Ecumenical Centre, ., 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, addressed him as a “householder 
who has come on a personal inspection": of the organisation whose plans and con- 
struction he has supervised at a distamce for many years. 


And the Patriarch undertook his duties.as overseer with a vigour and enthusiasm — 
that belied his 81 years. During his visit he gave a formal, address, to; the, staff: 
and 60-invited guests, voiced a brief greeting at the end of an Orthodox liturgy 
in.the chapel, conferred with senior staff members on WCC programmes, visited the 
Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies at Chateau Bossey near Geneva, and, delivered) 
a message at-an ecumenical ‘service in the Cathedral of St. Pierre sponsored by. wr 
the churches of the city. a 


Evident in all His Holiness did was his passionate desire for "the peace of the whole 
world, the stability of the Holy Churches of God, and the union of all". 


"No Christian Church has the right to remain in isolation, to proclaim that aiid has 
no need to be in contact with other Christian brothers, and that those who live out- 
side her frontiers are deprived of bonds that link them with Christ", His Holiness” 
stated. 


"On the contrary, the more a ee has: the consciousness that she alone possesses 
the truth and remains faithful to the word.of Christ, the Tradition and the mission 
of the One Ancient and Undivided Church, so much the more must she, and. has she, the 
responsibility to enter into dialogue and collaboration with all the other 

Christian denominations." 


His Holiness cautioned that a crisis exists in the ecumenical movement. "Today we 
find ourselves facing the temptation to content ourselves with what has already 

been achieved and to allow the movement to stagnate. Or we find ourselves faced 
with the possibility of the movement's being inspired to new dynamic action", he said. 


If the latter road is taken, this would make it possible for the movement to lead 
the churches towards renewal - "a renewal that is a fundamental presupposition for 
their meeting on the one divine road that leads to unity". 


He pointed out that people are awaiting the WCC's Fourth Assembly in July 1968 "with 
great hopes and most anxious expectations" to see what it does about renewal. 


(more) 
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"In collaborating within the WCC we do not aim at overlooking our theological 
differences, nor at achieving superficial understanding or disregarding the 
points that divide us", said the Patriarch. "But we do aim at a spirit of re- 
ciprocal and sincere understanding, in the authentic spirit of Christ". 


The Ecumenical Patriarchate has been "an ardent preacher of the ecumenical dialogue 
to foster Ghristain unity" since 1920, His Holiness recalled, when it issued an 
encyclical calling for the formation of a League of Churches. In this same spirit 
it has recently undertaken initiatives in Christian reconciliation "in all direc 
tions". 


"A new era in relations between the Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church 
has opened up into one of sincere collaboration with His Holiness Pope Paul VI", 
the Patriarch reported. The Patriarchate also cultivates bi-lateral relations 
with WCC member churches such as the Anglican, Old Catholic and Lutheran. 


By working in these directions, the Patriarch said he is firmly convinced that 
he is promoting the work of the WCC. And he rejoices to see communication and co- 
operation increasing between the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church. 


Dr. Blake, in his official address of welcome, informed the Patriarch of the 

WCC's desire to have the Orthodox play a more active réle in the Council. Although 
all 14 autocephalous Orthodox churches have been members since 1961, it was not 
possible to reflect this fact in WCC committees. At the Fourth Assembly proposals 
will be made to correct the imbalance in representation. 


"But a change in the constitution and rules will not accomplish the full purpose 
unless the Orthodox Churches fill the places with able representatives and find 
the means (with us) to assure their regular presence at all important policy- 
making meetings", Dr. Blake warned. 


On hand to greet the Ecumenical Patriarch were Dr. Martin Niemdller of Wiesbaden, 
Germany, a WCC President, and diplomatic representatives to the United Nations, 
as well as clergymen from the Protestant, Roman Catholic, Orthodox and Old Catholic 


churches of Switzerland. 


The Ecumenical Patriarch gave the WCC a silver plaque honouring the ecumenical 
pioneers and a copy of a 12th-century mosaic in the Byzantine church in Daphne 
outside Athens representing the Church's fundamental unbroken unity in baptism. 
He received an album containing historic mementos of important ecumenical events. 


Staff reports on Assembly plans 

In a session with WCC staff, the Patriarch learned about plans for the forthcoming 
Assembly, which will be more ecumenical than past assemblies due to the presence 

of delegates from Asian and African churches and a fuller representation of Orthodox 
churches. The hope was expressed that the section dealing with the worship of 

God in a secular age would receive considerable assistance from Orthodox participants 
who because of their tradition, have a special contribution to make in this area. 


The Patriarch asked about church-sponsored famine relief in India and activities 

of the Faith and Order Secretariat. A representative of the Division of Inter- 

church Aid, Refugee and World Service reported that a large amount of new money had 

been made available as the result of the joint WCC/Roman Catholic appeal on behalf 
(more) 
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of famine victims. These funds were used to finance new water resources, ferti~ 
lizers and technical information. 


While this year's harvest has been outstanding, it is estimated that five million 
tons of food must still be imported into India. 


Dr. Lukas Vischer, director of the Faith and Order Secretariat, stressed the work 
for common prayer as evident in the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity; and the 
WCC study on the true catholicity of the Church, which will be discussed by one 
section,at the Fourth Assembly. Orthodox theologians have helped to prepare 

this study, especially at two consultations where Faith and Order tried to clarify 
what a truly ecumenical council would be. 


Private conversations were held between the Patriarch and Dr. Blake. While no 
official statement was made, it was indicated that Dr. Blake had expressed deep 
appreciation for the ecumenical initiatives undertaken by both the Patriarch and 
the Pope. The Patriarch indicated that any bi-lateral relationships between the 
Patriarchate and the Vatican would take place within the context of Orthodox 
participation in the WCC.. The two men agreed to keep each other informed on new 
ecumenical initiatives. 


PATRIARCH TERMED "ARCHITECT OF RAPPROCHEMENT" 


(Geneva) - In an ecumenical service at the Cathedral of St. Pierre Dr. W.A. Visser 

"t Hooft, retired WCC general secretary, paid tribute to the Ecumenical Patriarch 

of Constantinople, Athenagoras, as "a true apostle of Christian unity". He 

called upon Christians of all confessions gathered in the Cathedral to give thanks 
that links have been restored between Western and Eastern Christians after centuries 
of isolation. He termed the Patriarch one of the great architects of this rapproche- 
ment. f 


The Patriarch said: "The world today is faced with two crucial questions: renewal 
and peace. The questions are dramatic in view of the terrible menace of total 
destruction which hangs over mankind. It is the duty of the Christian Church to 
save the world", | 


The cathedral service on November 8 was organised by the "Rassemblement oecuménique" 
(ecumenical organisation) of Geneva. | EPS, Geneva 


PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


His All Holiness Athenagoras I, Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, was wel- 
comed to Geneva on November 5 by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake (left), general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches. 


Back page: (164) The main hall of the Ecumenical Centre was the scene of an im- 
pressive official gathering in which Dr. Blake (left) greeted the Patriarch as 
spiritual leader of one of the churches that founded the WCC in 1948. (165) ‘The 
Patriarch presented the Council with a reproduction of a 12th-century mosaic in the 
Byzantine church at Daphne, Greece, representing the baptism of Christ. (166) At the 
conclusion of a divine liturgy celebrated in the chapel, the Patriarch (right) made 
a brief address. (167) A man of deep spirituality, the Patriarch radiates a kindly 
affection for all men. 
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DISSIDENT BAPTISTS REPORTED 
IMPRISONED IN U.S.S.R. 


(Geneva) - A document addressed to U.N. Secretary General U Thant and high 
authorities in the Soviet Union and signed by several Russian Baptists claims 
that more than 200 Baptists are imprisoned in the Soviet Union. 


The document, which has recently been made public outside the USSR, purports 

to emanate from parents and relatives of those who have been arrested ard sent- 
enced. Both the signers and those arrested belong to the dissident group of 
Baptists called the Initiative Group, which opposes the officially recognised 
All Union Council of Evangelical Christian Baptists. 


The World Council of Churches is studying the document closely. Because of its 
concern for both religious liberty and unity within its member churches, it is 
seeking direct contact with the competent authorities in the USSR, particularly 
with leaders of the Baptist Church, who have been asked to comment on the docu- 
ment and evaluate it. EPS, Geneva 


ISTANBUL CLERGY HOLD ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
ON ANNIVERSARY OF ANGLICAN CHURCH 


(Istanbul) - The 100th anniversary of the Crimean Memorial (Anglican) Church here 
was marked by an ecumenical service on the evening of October 22 in which 15 or 16 
priests and pastors from Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Armenian, German Evangelical, 
Syrian and Armenian Catholic churches took part. The Bishop of Gibraltar 

preached on unity, and prayers for unity were offered by each of the leading clergy 


in his own language. 


Now that the first step has been taken, it is hoped that an ecumenical service can 
be held three or four times a year, each in a different church. EPS, Geneva 


PATRIARCH ALEXI RECEIVES GREETINGS 
ON 90th BIRTHDAY 


(Geneva) - A congratulatory telegram has been sent to Patriarch Alexi of the Russian 
Orthodox Church by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary. The message 
read: 

"Warmest greetings from your friends at the World Council of Churches on your 

90th Birthday". 

Born Alexi Vladimirovich Simansky, Patriarch Alexi served first as Metropolitan of 


Leningrad. In 1945 he was named to succeed Patriarch Sergei of Moscow and bears 
the title Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia. He visited the World Council in 


September 1964. 


UNITED CHURCH BOARD NAMES 
NEW EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


(New York) - A missionary who has worked in the slums of Chicago and the mountains 
of Puerto Rico was elected head of one of the oldest Protestant national missionary 


societies in the US. 


The Rev. Dr. Howard E. Spragg, Westfield, New Jersey, was named executive vice- 
president of the United Church Board for Homeland Ministries, succeeding Dr. Truman 


B. Douglass, who retires on December 31,1968. Dr. Spragg has been the Board's treasure 
EPS, Geneva 
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EACC WORKING COMMITTEE REVIEWS 
PLANS FOR ITS FOURTH ASSEMBLY 


(Singapore) - The Working Committee of the East Asia Christian Conference, which 
met here in October, fixed quotas of representation for some 90 EACC member 
churches and councils sending delegations to its Fourth Assembly in Bangkok early 
next year. About 50 Asian and non-Asian consultants are also invited to provide 
special competence on issues to be considered during the ten-day meeting. 


Co-operative efforts among the churches in an area extending from West Pakistan 

to Korea and New Zealand will be the main focus of the meeting. Plans for the 
future will be made in two major sections, one dealing with "Inter-Church Aid 

for Mission and Service" and the other with "The Divided Church in a Broken World". 


The Working Committee also allocated for 1968 a sum equivalent to $43,750.00 (US) 
from the funds of the Fellowship of the Least Coin to 34 projects of relief and 
evangelism on six continents. 


Responding to an appeal by the Evangelical Church of Laos, through a special in- 
formal consultation which preceded the Working Committee meeting, the committee 
decided to seek ways of finding personnel and resources for the development of 


education, medical service and leadership training in the Kingdom of Laos (EPS No.38). 


The programme when started would require a contribution of a sum equivalent to 
$50,000.00 (US) apart from the land contributed by the Laos Church and its personnel. 


The relief work of the Asian Christian Service in Vietnam was reviewed. As_ 

Successor to the present Director, U Thaung Tin, who will leave at the end of the 

year (EPS No. 37), Dr. Kenneth M. de Lanerolle of Ceylon was elected. | 
EPS, Geneva 


SIXTH GENERAL TRIENNIAL ASSEMBLY OF 
NCC INDONESIA MEETS DESPITE TENSIONS 


(Makasar, Indonesia) - "I hope that the planned meeting of the National Council of 
Churches can be held in Makasar", said President Suharto at a press conference here 
October 25... "We do not need to see this meeting in connection with what happened 
recently in Makasar. I am convinced that the Indonesian people in general and the 
people of Makasar in particular have a great tolerance in their religious life". 


The President of the Republic of Indonesia was referring to the destruction of some 
churches and Christian schools by fanatic Muslims on October 1 (EPS No. 38). He 
further pointed out that the international evaluation of and confidence. in Indonesia 
would be greatly affected by the fact that the meeting of the National Council of 
Churches in Indonesia takes place as scheduled. . 


His statement came on the eve of the Sixth General Triennial Assembly of the NCC. 
Because of the recent events there was doubt whether it could take place here at this 
time. After serious deliberations, it was decided not to change either the place 


or the date. The Assembly meets at the Theological Seminary from October 29- 
November 11. 


Leaders of the national council and member churches had already arrived in Makasar 
to attend the meeting of the enlarged Executive Committee immediately preceding 
the Assembly. Bishop Chiu Ban It of Singapore and the Rev. Alan Brash are rep- 
resenting the East Asia Christian Conference and the World Council of Churches. 

| EPS, Geneva 
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REFORMATION OBSERVED IN 
NEW ECUMENICAL CLIMATE 
By Lewis Wilkins 


(Geneva) - "This Sunday marks the strangest Reformation Day we have known in the 
past 450 years", declared a seminary president to a Reformation Sunday congregation 
in New York. "If anyone had suggested 15 years ago that Protestants and Roman 
Catholics would be confessing mutual guilt in rending the robe of Christ, I would 
have said, 'You had better see a psychiatrist". 


The "strangeness" of the anniversary was also underlined in Paris, where Pastor 
Charles Westphal, president of the French Protestant Federation, said: 'The 
fact that we are meeting for the first time to celebrate the anniversary of the 
Reformation without the slightest Spirit of controversy is proof of the new 
climate produced by the work of the WCC and Vatican II. All of us, Protestants 
and Catholics, need to be taught by this Reformation". 


A Roman Catholic writer in the USA found the anniversary strange in another sense. 
"Before, we almost ignored one another; we disliked and feared one another. 

Now we have begun to admire and, sometimes, to love one another", wrote Michael 
Novak in an article syndicated widely in the American church press. 


"But.....I have a deep fear that it is not yet to the point.....The issue is not 
whether, the Christain churches should find some way of ending the scandal of 
their separation....The issue is whether the Christian churches will survive", 
according to Novak. Then he asks an even more "painful" question: should we 
"help the Christian churches to survive? © Are the churches worth reforming?". 


Muted echoes of the strains of Protestant triumphalism and the polemics that the 
memory of Luther's 1517 theses prompted in years past were heard only occasionally. 
One German Lutheran bishop declared that if Luther were alive today he would have to 
speak out against the practice of the Roman Catholic Church, "because its theo- 
logical foundations remain unchanged". Therefore the Reformation is a "continual 
challenge" to Roman Catholics, but it also gives Protestants the task of re- 
examining their own views, he said. 


Roman Catholics were not present at the central celebrations in Wittenberg, but 
the other non-Lutheran communions were there, even though their numbers were 
reduced by East German government visa restrictions. If the "new climate" had 
not yet brought full ecumenical springtime everywhere, no blizzard warnings were 
in evidence. 


Fifty years ago, Reformation celebrations gave birth to a "Luther Renaissance" 
as scholars and preachers went behind liberalism and confessional orthodoxy to 
rediscover the historical Luther. This year the mood was entirely different. 


Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover, presiding bishop of the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Germany (VELKD), set the tone: "In a Reformation jubilee we do not 

need even to mention Luther's name, so. long as we resolve to look to Jesus Christ; 
He is the one who accepts the God-less"'’. André Appel, general secretary of the 
Lutheran World Federation, said, "We do not intend to defend a historic position 
but to testify to its witness for all men in all ages". 


The goal today is not to be "better Lutherans, but better Christians", declared 
Lutheran Bishop Gerhard May in Austria, stressing that "even though we are not 


(more) 
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united in ceremonies and external orders... we can still be one in Christ and... 
in the struggle for social justice, in the fight against hunger and need, in 
hope for a new heaven and a new earth where justice will dwell"... Luther was 
presented as an ‘ecumenical figure with integral significance for the whole 
Christian fellowship" by Archbishop Ruben Josefson of Uppsala, primate of the 
Church of Sweden (Lutheran). 


At ceremonies in Lund, Sweden, marking both the 450th Reformation anniversary 

and the 20th anniversary of the Lutheran World Federation, LWF President Fredrik 

A. Schiotz read a letter of greeting from Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of 

the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity (EPS No. 37). The cardinal"s 
greeting was underlined by the participation in the Lund celebration of Bishop 

Jan Willebrands, secretary of the Secretariat for Unity. 


Another member of the Secretariat, Fr. Thomas F. Stransky, warned in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin (USA) that Catholics and Protestants must not work together to create 

a "ghetto for the defence of Christianity". "The only future for the ecumenical 
movement'', said Father Stransky, "rests in the conviction of all churches to work 
together towards the renewal of all the churches, as (they) accept Christian 
responsibility in the face of the struggle of men in all neighbourhoods and 
throughout the world for their fuller humanity". 


Fr. John B. Sheerin struck a similar note at the observance in the Church Centre 
for the United Nations, New York. The editor of The Catholic World evoked the 
figure of the Colombian priest-turned-guerilla-leader Camilo Torres to assert that 
"the voices of dissent are not always the voice of the Gospel", but God "may speak 
in rebels". Therefore it is essential that the churches "listen to critics of 
the established order". 


Roman Catholic participation in anniversary events was reported in many places 
around the world. The Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church in India conducted 
conversations with Lutherans, other Protestants and Roman Catholics on "the 
significance and relevance of the Reformation in our situation". 


In the Netherlands, observers reported "unqualified openness among Catholics 
toward the life work of the Reformer Martin Luther". The secretary of the 

St. Willibrord Association, Prof. H.A.M. Fiolet, issued a call to "make space for. 
the un~understood prophet of Wittenberg'', describing Luther as "a living reality 
in the faith of many Christians who still daily experience the liberation in : 
their relation to God, which this man made possible". 


Principal speakers at an ecumenical service in Boston, Massachusetts (USA) on 
October 31 were Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the Lutheran Church in America 
and chairman of the WCC Central Committee, and the Rev. Walter J. Burghardt, S.J., 
professor at the Jesuit Woodstock College. The service was under the auspices 

of the Massachusetts Council of Churches. 


A joint conference, "Reappraisal of the Reformation", was sponsored by Union Theo- 
logical Seminary and Fordham University (Roman Catholic) in New York. Protestant 
and Roman Catholic scholars delivered addresses on "Erasmus and the Erasmians", 
“Luther as conserver and innovator", and "lay reception of the Reformation". 


(more) 
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Modern Theses Written 


In a number of places, modern theses were written to emphasize the importance 
of following Luther's example in reforming the Church today. 


Seven Swedish students splashed eight mimeographed theses throughout the 

offksiai LWF observances in Lund. They urged the necessity of declaring officially 
'that the Lutheran articles of faith are 16th-century expressions of Christian 
belief"; that "different opinions about Communion must not hinder intercommunion"; 
that the state church system must be abolished; and that "the obedience of the 
Church to God today is tested first and foremost by the question of international 
justice". Archbishop Josefson responded, saying the theses "were not radical 
enough to signify a real reformation". 


The third 1967 issue of RISK, jointly published by the WCC Youth Department and 
the World Council of Christian Education, contained 95 new theses by almost as 
many Lutherans. They appeared beside Luther's 1517 theses printed in Latin 
and English. A selection of these 1967 theses was reprinted by the Ecumenical 
Council of Churches in the Netherlands, and they drew favourable editorial 


comment from the Christian Century (USA). 


In England, 47 theses by George Target appeared in the British Weekly, and 94 
(with a blank for the reader to supply No. 95) in the New Christian. Sample 
New Christian thesis: "93. Reformation is always a regrettable necessity". 


In Chicago, a national Lutheran laymen's group issued "9.5 Theses" which said that 
"a reformation as radical as that of the 16th century must occur in our day if the 
Church is once again to become truly the People of God''. Thesis 4 declared: 
"Christians should be taught that he who sees his black or Vietnamese brother in 
need and neglects him, crucifies his Lord and gains the wrath of God". 


In Capetown, South Africa, an Anglican curate nailed 95 theses on the door of 
St. George's Anglican Cathedral, strongly objecting to the country's racial policies 
and attacking Christians who support them. 


A flood of new books commemorated the occasion. Of especial significance was the 
publication in Buenos Aires of the first volume of.a series of Luther's works in 
Spanish. 


Jointly edited issues of the Lutheran World/Lutherische Rundschau, LWF quarterly,’ 
and the Reformed and Presbyterian World, published by the World Alliance of Re- 
formed Churches, contained articles by Lutheran, Reformed and Roman Catholic 
scholars on the contemporary significance of the Reformation. Further evidence 
of closer relations between Lutherans and Reformed was provided by the Reformation 
service on November 5 in John Calvin's church, the Cathedral of Saint Pierre in 
Geneva. Dr. André Appel, LWF general secretary, was the preacher in a service 
which included a Reformed celebration of the Lord's Supper. 


And Franz Cardinal Koenig, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Vienna, attended an 
anniversary rally there on October 31, the first time a cardinal had appeared at a 


predominantly Protestant meeting in Austria. EPS, Geneva 
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ITALIAN PROTESTANT CHURCHES 
FORM A FEDERATION 


(Milan) - A Federation of Italian Evangelical Churches has been formally constituted 
by 100 delegates from Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist and Waldensian churches meeting 
here November 1-5. 


The decision to form the organisation was made at a congress held in Rome in May, 
1965. A draft of a statute of formulation was approved by the denominations 
involved. 


The preamble states the basic common faith shared by the Protestant groups: "The 
Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy established from a consensus that the 
various churches, unions and evangelical Christian missions together profess faith 
in God, in Christ as the only Lord, in the universal church, in the Holy Ghost, 
which assembles, leads and renews the Church". It also underlines the existence 
among Italian Evangelical churches of a consensus on church doctrine about its 
missionary nature, on the universal priesthood of the faithful, on multiplicity of 
"gifts", on pastoral functions and on the importance of the local congregation. 


The constitution provides for joint programmes in such essential areas as youth 
and women's work, evangelism and press and radio. 


Governing the federation will be two bodies. The General Assembly, composed of 
almost 100 delegates (pastors and laymen) will debate important issues such as 
efforts to further unity and the defence of religious, political and civil liberties. 
A permanent Executive Council consisting of 13 members elected for a three-year | 
term will carry out Assembly decisions. Named to head the Council was Pastor Mario 
Sbaffi, president of the Methodist Church. 


The Assembly appointed an Evangelical Youth Council from among its constituent ; 
members. A National Council of Evangelical Women, composed of three representatives 
of each church, was also established. 


The four denominations have a combined membership of 50,000 to 60,000. 


Observers were present from the Assemblies of God, the Apostolic Church, Salvation 
Army, American Baptist Mission, the Brethren Church and the Adventist Union. 
EPS, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL MEETING IN GHANA 


(Accra) - Representatives of the Christian Council and the National Catholic 
Secretariat in Ghana met here for the second time in order to strengthen relations 
between the different communions and set up a permanent joint commission for 
national and social affairs. Dr. Eugéne Grau, head of the College of the Trinity, 
served as chairman. 


Fraternal meetings of all clergy were strongly recommended. They should consist 
of prayers, Bible study and discussion of problems common to both priests and 
pastors. Several representatives advocated closer co-operation in hospital 
visiting, help to the poor, and the conduct of funerals. EPS, Geneva 
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ROLE OF MIGRANTS IN ECONOMIC ‘DEVELOPMENT 
DEBATED BY EUROPEAN CHURCH COMMITTEE 


(Wijk aan Zee, Netherlands) - The Churches' Committee on Migrant Workers in 
Western Europe has expressed concern over the fact that migrants are brought 
into industrialized countries to meet the economic needs of the moment, and no 
thought is given to what will happen to them when they return home. 


Furthermore, no training or education is given these workers which might fit them 
to help transform the economy of their homeland. 


These concerns were among several expressed when the committee met here October 28- 
November 3 in the heart of the iron and steel industry, which employs many migrants. 
The group had been formed in 1964 under the auspices of the World Council of Churches. 


Participating in the discussions were spokesmen for the Netherlands Ministry for 
Social Affairs, the Netherlands Association of Employers, and two trade union 
groups. 


Because low-cost housing for all workers, including migrants, is an urgent 
necessity in several countries, a representative of the British Churches' Housing 
Trust indicated a variety of methods used by the churches to further low-cost 
housing. 


The committee agreed to prepare material interpreting the migrant and his problems 
for use by member churches, especially in local situations. 


Appreciation was voiced for the 1967-1968 programme of the Council of Europe, in 
which the church committee holds a consultative status. Collaboration is planned 
on several proposals including housing and training for migrants. In conclusion, 
the committee voted to help the Waldensian Church enlarge its services to emigrating 
and returning Italian workers. 7 EPS, Geneva 


CONSENSUS ON MIXED MARRIAGE REACHED 
IN U.S. REFORMED/ROMAN CATHOLIC TALKS 


(New York) - A consensus on pastoral aspects of mixed marriage was reached during 
the sixth conversation between Roman Catholic and Presbyterian-Reformed churchmen 
in the U.S. 


Participants discussing worship and mission agreed on the need for joint pre- 
marital counselling, joint solemnization of the wedding, and joint availability 
of the clergy of both traditions after marriage vows are taken to foster spiritual 
growth of the family. | 


"We would like to see that the parents and any children become familiar with both 
traditions", said Mgr. Henry G.J. Beck, co-chairman of the section. "For example, 
if a child becomes a Presbyterian, he or she should be honestly reared as a 
Presbyterian but also should be given a real reverence for the Catholic tradition", 
he said, 


The talks were held at the end of October at Lancaster, Pennsylvania, under the 
auspices of the American Bishops’ Committee on Ecumenical and Inter-religious 
Affairs and the North American Area of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


EPS, Geneva 
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in the issue immediately preceding Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity. 


THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH AND THE UNITY OF MANKIND 


By J. Robert Nelson 
Professor at Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts, (USA) and 
Chairman of the Working Committee, WCC Commission on Faith and Order 


Few words have more meaning for mankind today than "unity". Viewed from one pers~ 
pective, it appears that all things are tending toward some form of unity. Many 
of the major countries of the world consist of smaller political units — states, 
republics, provinces, cantons - which are held together by a common national bond. 
Various countries ally themselves to one another for greater political strength 
and economic vitality. 


Despite obvious difficulties which presently obstruct the way to universal inter- 
national agreement and peace, nearly all of the nations cherish the hope that the 
United Nations will eventually lead the way to a united human race. No one 
expects this soon; many will not abandon hope. 


The words "unity", "united", and "union" are widely used in other dimensions of 
contemporary culture. Hundreds of international associations are devoted to the 
task of uniting scientists, artists, athletes, Boy Scouts, stamp collectors, 
travel agents, actors, trade unionists, journalists - the list is endless. To 
these must be added the hundreds of commercial corporations and industrial com- 
plexes which span the planet, determining the economic condition of millions of 
people. 


Evidences of tendencies toward global unity are visible to everyone. The trend 
is surely beyond recall. Nations and peoples will become more and more inter- 
dependent during the remaining years of this century. The urgency of achieving a 
more proximate realisation of the unity of mankind will be intensified as the ‘ 
population explosion, scarcity of land and natural resources, economic inequity 
and grim famine become felt personally by more people. And always in the shadowy 
background of our common human existence lurks the threat of nuclear warfare, 
before which all mankind is united in anxiety and dread. 


It is against this background of mankind's universal striving for new expressions of 
unity that any words about praying for Christian unity must be heard. In spite 

of the hostility and destruction in the world today, many people are seeing the 
vision of man's unity ever more clearly. In spite of recurring civil strife and 
rioting, new alignments of racial and political blocs, and the persistence of open 
conflict and warfare between nations, men and women in great numbers are resisting 
despair and holding to the hope for man's better future. 
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For Christian faith this is scarcely a new theme. The concept of human unity 

has been distorted, corrupted or obscured by Christians at various times in 
history. They have been disposed in past centuries to bring about an external, 
enforced unity by the use of sacramental, economic and even military force. 

Or failing to subjugate people by coercion in the mis-applied name of Jesus Christ, 
they have sometimes thought of the mission of the Gospel as a spiritual conquest 
over all non-Christian people. The imposition of European and American cultural 
patterns was attempted for many years in the name of Christianity with results in 
Africa and Asia of ambiguous value for both Church and culture. 


But the mistakes of church history do not cancel out the original fact that the 
charter of the Church, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, directs it towards the re- 
conciling and healing of all mankind. When writing his letter to the Christian 
community at Ephesus, the Apostle Paul placed the greatest emphasis upon this 
theme. Jesus Christ is for all men in all times and places, because it is God's 
revealed plan "for the fullness of time to unite all things in him, things in 
heaven and things on earth". (Eph. 1.10) What a tremendous declaration of faith? 
This man of Galilee, this prophetic rabbi, whom the righteous religious leaders of 
society had rejected and given over to the Roman occupation forces to be killed, 

is the one in whom ‘all things' will be united according to the purpose of God. 


The claim seems stupendous, even to a faithful Christian. To,an-unbelieving 
person it is not stupendous but just folly. How can all mankind, indeed all the 
created world, find meaning in the life of one man? Only if this man Jesus Christ 
is truly what the apostolic faith says he is: the eternal Word of God made man, 
the Son of God who lived and died as man and was raised from the annihilating 

power of death, the Lord who is appointed by,God the Father to have power over 

all creation. 


If one's faith in Jesus Christ is in line with these basic affirmations of the New 
Testament, it is not very strange or exotic to think that the resolution of man's 
sin, estrangement and division will be accomplished in Him. Further, if the 
universal community of Christians who constitute the Church are the ones in 

whom Christ continues to live historically, for the sake of extending the effect 
of his saving ministry unto all generations, then it is really meaningful to say 
that the unity of the Church has much to do with the unity of mankind. 


The key to the right relation between man and God isireconciliation. Thereby the 
rebellious creature, man, is claimed for sonship by the forgiving love of the 
Creator. The agent of this reconciliation for all time is Jesus Christ. 


The key to the righteous and loving relation between man and man is likewise the 
power of reconciliation which Jesus Christ has brought to man. 


The sphere wherein this divine reconciliation may first be expected to appear is 
precisely the community of men and women who know and believe in Jesus Christ as‘ 
their Lord. This is the Church. But it is a world-wide community that is badly 
divided. Sometimes because of ignorance, or wilfulness, or overt sin, the 
Christians of early and recent history have caused and preserved the divisions of 
parties and confessions. Wherever such brokenness continues, in opposition to 
the reconciling love of God, there is virtual disavowal of the divine power to 
overcome human prejudices and give mankind unity. 


(more) 
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In this century, in this decade, in this year the brokenness of the Church is 
being mended. The signs are reported in the daily papers and are experienced 
by countless Christians. Suddenly the barriers which have stood for centuries 
are crumbling. Strong new experiences of spiritual solidarity, mutual service, 
common worship and concerted mission are being felt. 


Why is this ecumenical revolution taking place? Because of the series of world 
conferences since 1910? Because of the existence of the World Council of Churches 
and the many national and local councils? Because of Pope John XXIII and the 
Second Vatican Council? Because of new agreements across confessional lines in 
biblical and theological study? Or a deep sense of uneasiness over the role 

of the Church in modern life? Or anxiety and fear that the mission of the Gospel 
may not be successful? Or because Christian people and institutions are no 
different from others and so they are succumbing to the pressures of unification 
and centralization of authority? 


One could probably argue for the influence of every one of these factors in 
bringing about such a radical change in the character of Christianity. But one 
important reason remains unmentioned. It cannot be proved or demonstrated. 

It can only be thought and believed. It is that complex of supernatural realities 
which we mean when we speak of the will of God, of the working of the Holy Spirit, 
and of prayer. 


Why should the unity of the Church become more evident? Because of our faith 
that God's purpose calls for the uniting of all his people in Christ "to the 
praise of His glory". (Eph. 1. 14) 


How can the hearts of men, the course of human history, and even the character of 
institutions be changed? By the divine and uninhibited power of the Holy Spirit 
who is given to men. (Acts 1. 8) 


And how can this power of the Spirit be released and made effectual in concrete 
circumstances such as the present tasks of Christian people? By the fervent, 
faithful and persistent prayer of the people, who find their support in the 

Spirit, and who firmly believe the promise of Jesus Christ, "Whatever you ask 

in my name, I will do it, that the Father may be glorified in the Son". (John 14. 11) 


God's purpose for mankind, the present power of the Holy Spirit, and the prayers of 
the faithful support the unity of the Church. 


But they support much more than Christian unity as a churchly matter. They sustain 
and support the wavering, uncertain, tragic, and yet hopeful movement of all human 
beings towards an earthly life of meaning and peace, and an eternal life in the 
glorious reign of God. 


We are not praying for a utopia on earth, nor for a miraculous cessation of all 
man's ills and agonies. But we pray for the integrity of the Church as the bearer 
in history of the Gospel of reconciliation, for the wondrous work of love in men's 
hearts, and for the secret drawing of men and women everywhere by their free 
assent into the significant life for which they have been created. 


EPS, Geneva 
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ASIAN CHURCHMEN TO REVIEW ECUMENICAL 
PROGRESS AT EACC ASSEMBLY 


(Bangkok) - Progress of the ecumenical movement in Asia will be reviewed by more 
than 280 delegates from Christian churches in 15 Asian countries when the Fourth 
Assembly of the East Asia Christian Conference is held at Swanganivas, near Bang- 
kok, January 30-February 8, 1968. 


Subjects listed for discussion include the réle of institutions in the life of the 
churches, the Christian-Muslim encounter, the structures needed for effective 
ecumenical co-operation, the church's healing ministry. 


The East Asia Christian Conference comprises Anglican, Protestant and Orthodox 
member churches in Pakistan, India, Ceylon, Burma, Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore, 
Indonesia, Australia, New Zealand, Philippines, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan and South 
Korea. It was formed as a regional ecumenical organisation in 1957. 


Observers will attend from churches in Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam and Nepal. 


The Assembly's work will be carried out in two main sections - one on "Inter-church 
aid for mission and service" and the other on "A divided church in a broken world". 


The first section will include working groups on EACC service programmes among 
refugees in South Vietnam and in famine areas of India, on church growth in Indonesia, 
the place of church institutions in evangelism, the future of Western missionaries 

in Asia and the training and. preparation of Asian missionaries. 


The second section will include working groups on Church and Society issues, inter- 
national affairs, youth, lay training, the use of mass media and medical work. 


Other groups will deal with relations between churches and within member churches, 
including issues raised by dialogue with Roman Catholics, current church union 
negotiations, and conversations with Conservative Evangelicals. 


The King of Thailand is scheduled to address a special Assembly gathering in Bangkok 
on Sunday, February 4, at which the other principal speakers will be Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, and Dr. D.T. Niles, EACC general secretary, 


The EACC Assembly will be preceded by special consultations on laymen abroad and 
Christian witness in industry (January 25-29); a Methodist consultation (January 27- 
29); an Asian Church Women's Conference (January 27-29); a conference of National 
Christian Council representatives (January 29); a Family Planning Institute 

(January 29); and an EACC youth committee meeting (January 29). EPS, Geneva 


FIRST WOMAN PREACHER 
AT ST. PAUL'S 


(London) - Miss Janet Lacey, director of the Christian Aid Division of the British 
Council of Churches, on November 12 became the first woman to nette an address from 
the pulpit of St. Paul's Cathedral. 


She is one of a number of guest speakers at Sunday Evensong in the Cathedral during 
November, invited to commemorate the 21st anniversary of Christian Action, which falls 


on December 5. (more) 
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"We are one world", said Miss Lacey, "If one suffers, all suffer. We must persuade 
our Government, other Governments and the United Nations that famine is the most 
urgent problem of today." | Miss Lacey is vice chairman of the WCC Division of Inter- 
church Aid, Refugee and World Service and chairman of SASP (Specialized Assistance 

to Social Projects). 


The following Sunday history was again made when Fr. Thomas Corbishley, SJ, became 


the first Roman Catholic to preach in the Cathedral since the Reformation. 
EPS, Geneva 


NOTED ROMAN CATHOLIC THEOLOGIAN 
DEFENDS LUTHER'S DOCTRINE 


(Geneva) - "Luther, unlike others who had preceded him for 1,500 years including 
St. Augustine, found direct access to St. Paul's doctrine of justification by faith 
and suddenly understood it again in its original meaning." 


This statement was made by Hans Kiting, the Swiss Roman Catholic theologian, in a 
lecture at the University of Geneva, founded by John Calvin. The talk, entitled 
"Is Luther's doctrine of justification by faith a Catholic doctrine?" was in com- 
memoration of the 450th anniversary of the Reformation. 


Historically, however, it would be wrong to regard Luther's doctrine as entirely 
new, as Protestant theology tends to do, Kiting contended. This doctrine was an 
integral part of the theological tradition that preceded it and cannot be under- 
stood without reference to the piety of the Middle Ages. Catholic theology today, 
therefore, can no longer condemn Luther's doctrine without condemning itself; 

in the same way Protestant theology can no longer reject medieval theology without 
rejecting a large part of Luther's thinking. 


The sole criterion by which the catholicity of Luther's doctrine of justification 
by faith can be judged is the original Christian message. The real question is: 
Did Luther base his doctrine on the New Testament? This he undoubtedly did, 
according to Kiing. "His point of departure was correct and so was his line of 
thought, despite its deficiencies and its bias." 


Admittedly, differences will always exist between Catholics and Protestants in 
interpreting the doctrine of justification, concluded the Swiss theologian. 
can these justify church divisions? 


But 


Introducing the lecturer, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, retired WCC general secretary, 
said: "Hans Kiing thinks for the whole Christian family and is trying to work out 

a theology that could serve as a basis for a united Church....Today Catholics and 
Protestants are returning together to the same source and speaking the same language 
once again...and we know that we are already united in Christ". 


The lecture, which was organised by the Protestant Faculty of Theology in Geneva, 
was chaired by its Dean, Monsieur de Senarclens, and attracted a large audience. 


EPS, Geneva 
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INTERCHURCH AID COMMITTEE ACTS 
ON NIGERIA, MIDEAST, VIETNAM 


(Geneva) - The WCC's Divisional Committee on Inter-church Aid, Refugee, and World 
Service at its meeting here November 9-10 agreed to appeal, together with the 
special agency of the All Africa Conference of Churches (EPEAA), for $250,000 

for victims of the fighting in Nigeria, inne spree of religion, tijohansse et or 


geography; 


- authorized an immediate grant of $30,000 towards the cost of medicines and 
medical equipment which the International Committee of the 3 Cross air- 
lifted to Biafra on November 11; 


- instructed the division's acting director, Dr. Charles W. Arbuthnot, to re- 
activate the WCC's $2,000,000 appeal of last June for victims of the Arab- 
Israeli war; and 


- agreed to distribute to all agencies interested in aiding North Vietnam a 
new "shopping list" of medicines and medical equipment that can be bought 
in local currencies and shipped to Hanoi, and reaffirmed its readiness to 
help homeless people throughout Vietnam. 


It was felt necessary to re-activate last June's fund appeal for the Middle East 
because the emergency has continued far longer than had been foreseen, and has been 
accompanied by sporadic fighting. This winter still further efforts will be re- 
quired to relieve the acute distress of thousands. 


The Near East Council of Churches has agreed, both in Syria and Jordan, to co-operate 
with the governments there in building houses for the homeless. In the United Arab 
Republic substantial quantities of medical supplies are desperately needed. And 
throughout the whole area work projects of many kinds are being inaugurated by local 
church bodies to help unemployed families. 


The Nigerian appeal is to meet the emergency needs of those who are suffering 
because of the conflict there. Through the All Africa Conference of Churches, the 
active involvement of the churches in Africa will be sought. The response to the. 
joint appeal will enable help to be given to the feeding and other emergency relief 
programmes of the National Christian Council of Nigeria. 


The committee emphasized that help must be available to all in need, whichever side 
of a boundary they might be on. It directed that everything possible should be done 
to help those cut off from the Nigerian Council at Churches. 


The Committee also passed a special resolution to make plain once more that there is 
a continuing Christian commitment to aid refugees on a global scale. 


Roman Catholics Participate 


The meeting was noteworthy because it was the first at which Roman Catholics were 
invited to participate. Present were Mgr. Carlo Bayer, executive secretary of 
Jaritas Internationalis, and Dr. Othmar Rink, a Caritas staff member. Later this 
month Dr. Arbuthnot and Miss Janet Lacey, vice-chairman of the WCC division, will 
attend by invitation Caritas 's executive committee meeting in-Rome. 


Four staff appointments were confirmed as follows, Mr. Christopher King, former 
secretary for Orthodox Countries and Churches, becomes adviser to area secretaries; 
Father George Tsetsis and Miss Lois Meyhoffer,; co-secretaries of the Orthodox desk; 


Mr. Gaio Grassi, secretary for health, literature, self-help projects and Casa ae 


EPS, Geneva 
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GREEK PRIMATE CALLS FOR 
SWEEPING REFORMS 


(Athens) - Archbishop Hieronymos of Athens and All Greece has submitted a draft 
for a new church constitution to the Holy Synod. It proposes sweeping. reforms 
to be carried out over the next ten years. 


The Assembly of Bishops would continue to be the supreme administrative body, but 
it would have priests and laity in a consultative capacity like the Patriarchate 
of Antioch. It would meet twice a year. 


Hitherto the Assembly has been responsible for appointing bishops. In future it 
would appoint only the Archbishop of Athens as Primate of the Church. Diocesan 
bishops ("metropolitans") would be elected by the clergy and the people in diocesan 
elections, in which the neighbouring bishops would participate. This early 
Christian practice (which survives only in the Church of Cyprus) would also apply 
to the Archbishop of Athens in so far as his appointment would have to be acclaimed 
by the clergy and people of Athens. At the same time the number of dioceses 
would decrease from 79 to 40. 


The Holy Synod, the executive body of the Assembly, would be assisted in its work 
by eight secretaries. The draft makes provision for the formation of secretariats 
for Pan-Orthodox contacts, marriage questions, monasteries and foundations, charity 
and social work, the liturgy and church art. 


One goal of the proposed reforms would be financial independence of the church from 
the State. Since the church does not receive any funds through taxation, this in~ 
dependence is to be achieved through competent management of church property and 
a church monopoly on the sale of candles, prayer~books, etc. _EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN STUDENT GROUPS FORBIDDEN 
TO USE KAISER WILHELM'S CHURCH 


(Berlin) - Kaiser Wilhelm's Church on the major Berlin thoroughfare Kurfurstendamm 
can no longer be used by the seven Protestant student groups of West Berlin. 


The Parish Council, in making this decision, stated that "some student chaplains pay 
more attention to politics than to their spiritual duties". Apparently, it was 
feared that the church might be drawn into a political conflict. 


In the past the building has often been the scene of services conducted by the 
Christian student group at the Technical University. This semester two other 
groups asked permission to hold joint monthly services there because of the church's 
central location. Their application was refused because "the recent behaviour of 
the student groups has not been above criticism". 


Dr. Kurt Scharf, bishop of the Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg, put himself 
squarely on the side of the students. In a statement to the Consistory, the bishop 
said it was unheard-of for a parish council to refuse to lend its building to a group 
with the same church wishing to hold a communion service there. © Such. a council 

was not competent to do this, he said. 


Bishop Scharf thought it especially unfortunate that the refusal was presumably 
directed against Prof. Helmut'Gollwitzer, who was to have preached the sermon. 
Evidently the council objected to his political views. EPS, Geneva 
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PATRIARCH'S VISIT TO LONDON 
IMPROVES ANGLICAN-ORTHODOX RELATIONS 


(London) - His All Holiness Athenagoras I, Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, 

and the Most Rev. Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury, hailed their meeting 

here as "a step forward in Anglican-Orthodox relations, and a contribution to the 

whole cause of Christian unity". : 


Their four days of informal talks are to be followed by the convening of a doctrinal 
commission of Anglican and Orthodox theologians. In preparation for these dis- 
cussions, scheduled for 1969, the Anglican members of the commission will start work 
next year under the chairmanship of the Rt. Rev. H.J. Carpenter, Bishop of Oxford. 


A joint communiqué given to the press disclosed that the two church leaders had 
discussed "the direct relations between the churches of the Anglican communion and 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate and so of all the Orthodox churches... 


"His All Holiness and His Grace urge their people to work and pray for unity, and 
in so doing to further the peace and well-being of the world.... The Patriarch and 
the Archbishop, deeply moved by the world problem of refugees, resolve to do all 
they can to help those in distress, and urge their people to support them in their 
endeavours", | 


Dr. Ramsey said that some of the important issues discussed were "the relative 
authority of Holy Scripture and tradition, the place of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
in the Christian scene, and the place of the 39 articles", 


When asked to elaborate on a statement made during his visit to WCC headquarters 
(EPS No. 39) that there was a crisis in the ecumenical movement between stagnation 
and further dynamic action, the Patriarch said: "Trust is growing. Each day we 
find ourselves more and more united and one day we shall find ourselves united in 
deed", 


The visit was marked by the exchange of gold chalices in Westminster Abbey where 

the Archbishop, standing before the high altar, greeted the Patriarch with these words: 
"Today East and West, which have so long moved apart, are now moving together. We 

all are thankful for the participation of the Orthodox churches within the World 
Council of Churches. We all are thankful for your own initiatives in the cause of 
unity, and have followed your journeys...with admiration and thankfulness. 


“Within the reconciling of East and West our Anglican churches have their own service 
to give, and your visit brings to us again the friendship of the Orthodox churches, 
while our hearts go out to you and your own faithful Christian people". 


On Sunday the Patriarch and the Archbishop went to the Greek Orthodox Cathedral of 
St. Sophia where there was a concelebration of the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom by 
His All Holiness with his metropolitans. Addresses were given by Patriarch Athena~ 
goras, Metropolitan Athenagoras and the Archbishop of Canterbury at the end of the 
service, 


Present were Archbishop Cardinale, the Apostolic Delegate representing the Pope, 

and the Rt. Rev. B.C. Butler, Auxiliary Bishop of Westminster representing Cardinal 
John Heenan, 

The Ecumenical Patriarch was received by Queen Elizabeth at Buckingham Palace. They 


spoke for ten minutes. The Queen is titular supreme governor of the Church of England. 
EPS, Geneva 
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EACC YOUTH SECRETARY NAMED EXECUTIVE 
OF INDONESIAN CHURCH COUNCIL 


(Makasar, Indonesia) - The Sixth Triennial Assembly of the National Council of 
Churches of Tndonesia elected Dr. Soritua Nababan as its general secretary. 


Dr. Nababan, 34 years old, has served as youth secretary of the East Asia Christian 
Conference since 1963. He organised the Asian Christian Youth Assembly held in 
Dumaguete, Philippines in December 1965. A member of the Huria Kristeen Batak 
Protestant Church in Sumatra, he has studied theology at Heidelberg, Germany. 


Two hundred and fifty representatives from 38 churches attended the Indonesian 
Assembly. In spite of recent difficulties (EPS No. 39), the church leaders 
agreed that now is the time to double efforts within the church to meet the needs 


of new converts and the requests of many others who wish to become members. 
. EPS, Geneva 


LEGAL AID PLEDGED TO 36 SOUTHWEST 
AFRICANS ON TRIAL FOR TREASON 


(New York) - Two U.S. communions have pledged a total of $17,500 to aid in the legal 
defence of 36 Southwest Africans charged with treason by the South African Government 


Thirty-two of the accused are members of the Evangelical Lutheran Ovambokavango 
Church or the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southwest Africa, a product of the 
Rhenish Mission in Germany. 


Grants to defray the cost of their defence have been made by the United Presbyterian 
Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations ($10,000) and the U.S.A. National 
Committee of the Lutheran World Federation ($7,500). 


The treason trial, based on the Terrorism Act. of 1967, began September 11. Summa~ 
tions by the state are scheduled for December. 


Under the Act, any person can be arrested for causing embarrassment to the government 
in affairs of state. Penalties range from five years to death. 


The defendants were arrested before the Terrorism Act of 1967 became law. They were 
held in solitary confinement for at least 200 days, and then formally charged the day 
after the Act was passed. 


Defence costs are estimated at $60,000. EPS, Geneva 


BETHLEHEM OPEN TO CHRISTIANS 
ONLY ON CHRISTMAS EVE 


(Jerusalem) - Israeli authorities plan to bar non-Christians from Bethlehem on 
Christmas Eve in an effort to help control the crush at the traditional service in 
the Church of the Nativity. The church is revered as the site of the birth of 
Jesus, and the midnight mass has become the focus of Christmas worship for thousands 


of Christian pilgrims. It was anticipated that this year many thousands of Israelis 
might travel to Bethlehem for the festivities. EPS, Geneva 
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NEW ZEALANDER CLEARED 
OF HERESY CHARGES 


(Christchurch) - The New Zealand. Presbyterian General Assembly dismissed charges 
of doctrinal error against Prof. Lloyd Geering, principal of Knox Theological 
Hall in Dunedin. 


The decision came by voice vote after a 90-minute defence by the professor and 
three hours of debate. 


Charges of heresy were proposed by Robert J. Wardlaw, an Auckland advertising execu- 
tive, and the Rev. R.J. Blaikie. Particularly cited were Prof. Geering's opinions 
on immortality and the physical resurrection of Jesus (EPS No. 39). 


The professor said there was no rational, defence against charges of heresy, just 
as the Gospel itself cannot be rdtionally defended since the Christian faith is not 
primarily a “logical system". 


He said his premise was that Christian faith was the response of the whole person to 
the Word of God, and that beliefs were secondary to faith. 


The Bible should be honoured for what it is, sermons about the faith, he said, adding 
that attempts to impose on it human dogmas of infallibility and inspiration should 
be stopped. 


"The power of God is too great to be fitted into man-made and outdated categories of 
natural and supernatural", he held. Because he rejected the use of the word super~ 
natural, he had been accused of denying belief in the transcendent Creator God. 

EPS, Geneva 


THREE HUNGARIAN CHURCHMEN 
REPORTED UNDER ARREST 


(Geneva) - Three Hungarian churchmen are reportedly being held by government authorities 
in Hungary, according to press reports received here. 


They are the Rev. Balint Kovacs and two elders, Dr. Denes Batiz, a physician, and © 
Janos Bugarszky. The three are, said to have attempted to re-establish banned youth 
organisations. | 


A protest has been lodged with Bishop Tibor Bartha, president of the General Synod of 
the Reformed Church in Hungary, by members of the Eastern Chapter of the Hungarian 
Ministerial Association in the United States. 


Last September the group wrote Bishop Bartha seeking information about the arrests. 
Receiving no reply, they recently threatened to cut off “brotherly dialogue" with 
Protestants in Hungary if the churchmen are not released. Since 1964 the U.S. _ 
association and the Hungarian church ‘have exchanged six delegations of pastors and 
theologians. EPS, Geneva 
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YOUNG AUSTRALIANS TO BUILD 
HOME FOR ABORIGINES 


(Sydney) - A project to assist in the assimilation of Aboriginal families and a 
summer vacation school will be conducted by 160 young churchmen in New South Wales 
in January. They will be participating in the ecumenical work camp programme of 
the N.S.W. Christian Youth Council. 


About 60 of the work campers will build a home for an Aboriginal family in the 
township of Bega. Because there has been some resistance to such projects on 
the part of the white community, the young builders will also be interpreting to 
the community why the home is being located there instead of on an Aboriginal 
Reserve. Aboriginal youth are included in the camp team, and an attempt is being 
made to involve white townspeople in the project. 


The new home, to be completed in three weeks, will be the sixth built by work 
campers in recent years. 


The second project will involve campers. as leaders of a three-week vacation centre 
for children, youth and adults at a new housing settlement at Warrangamba, on the 
outskirts of Sydney. The new suburb has few community facilities. 

. EPS, Geneva 


ROMAN CATHOLIC PARTICIPATION IN LOCAL COUNCILS 
INCREASES RAPIDLY, BCC/RCC GROUP HEARS 


(London) - Forty local councils of churches in Great Britain have Roman Catholics 
as full or associate members, and some 220 councils have official Roman Catholic 
observers. 


This information, obtained by means of a questionnaire submitted to 550 local 
councils associated with the British Council of Churches, was reported to the 
meeting of the Joint Working Group of the BCC and the Roman Catholic Church. The 
second meeting of the group took place on November 16 in London. 


"There is evidence of a very rapid development of relationships at the local level", 
Dr. Ruth Slade, one of the Roman Catholic members, reported. 


{n addition to the 550 BCC member councils receiving questionnaires, another 50 
were queried. Of the total, all but 30 said they have Roman Catholic participation 
in such activities as the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, Christian Aid, and 
social responsibility. 


“Christians must move steadily forward from the position in which non-Roman Catholic 
churches think of themselves as one group negotiating with the Roman Catholic Church, 
to the position in which the total Christian community in each place witnesses and 
works together to the maximum extent that. conscience allows", said the Rev. J.G. 
Weller, associate general secretary of the BCC. 


The next meeting of the Joint Working Group, to be held on February 7 and 8, will 
discuss "The Theology of Ecumenism". EPS, Geneva 
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NEW STRATEGY FOR INCREASING INDIAN 
FOOD PRODUCTION PROPOSED 


(Bangalore) - "Funds are presently available in much larger amount than formerly 
for financing good agricultural and food. production projects in the voluntary 
sector’, Dr. James J. Berna, development director of AFPRO, told the Southern 
Regional Conference here. He was addressing 210 delegates from Madras, Andhra, 
Mysore, Kerala and Goa engaged in food production, water resources development and 
related agricultural projects. 


(AFPRO is an ecumenical service agency co-ordinating food production projects in 
India.) | 


Dr. Berna said he used the word "good" because sound, well-planned projects capable 
of meeting the standards of the larger donor agencies are not very easy to find. 
“Some of these agencies are presently holding funds that we have been unable to 
absorb in India for lack of good project outlets", he explained. 


Dr. Berna reported hope for genuine partnership between the voluntary groups at 
work in the field and the Government which must ultimately shoulder major res- 
ponsibility for developing the country: 


Proposing a new strategy, which he called the "Selected Area Approach", he suggested 
the identification of certain promising areas of fairly large size. With the help 
of an AFPRO technical team, a plan for each area would be presented to interested 
donor agencies. An AFPRO staff person would work with the local task force and 
serve as a liaison between the area group and AFPRO.: Dr. Berna asked the delegates 
to consider the feasibility of the plan in local areas. 


A spirited debate developed on the relative merits of water divining and geo-physical 
Surveys. One delegate suggested that AFPRO compile a table of success ratios of” 
water diviners so that the most successful could be engaged when necessary. Others 
felt AFPRO should organise a team which would use geo-physical instruments for obtain- 
ing underground data. 


Dr. Ralph Keithahn described how hundreds of unemployed people in his area at 
Batlagundu in Madras State are clearing waste lands, levelling. and bunding the soil, 
and digging forty new wells. These landless agricultural labourers were bringing 
500 acres of previously useless land under the plough. 


He told of Franklin Zahn, an American engineer, who had experimented with a recom- 
mended brick-making machine. After sitting with the people of Kanavoipatty,. a 
village in Madras, and studying their mud-wall houses, he and they decided that the 
old method was better than the new for the conditions in which they lived. 


Fr. Louis Madden of Bellary described the formation of village grain banks. Revers- 
ing the usual procedure whereby farmers sell their crops at the lowest prices at 
harvesting and buy back grain at the highest prices when food was short, they now 
stored their grain in airtight, vermin and thief-pro@f storage pits in their own 
villages, using it in the lean season and then repaying their drawings at the next 
harvest. . EPS, Geneva 
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ASIAN BIBLE SOCIETIES PLAN 
FIVE-YEAR PROGRAMME 


(Bangkok) - The first Asia-South Pacific Regional Conference of the United Bible 
Societies held here November 7-12 mapped a five-year strategy for providing Bibles 
to an area inhabited by 2 billion people, one-half of whom are under 21 years of 
age. 


Nearly 90 church and Bible society leaders from countries scattered all the way 
from Lebanon to Japan attended the conference. They were joined by fraternal 


delegates from Latin America and Europe, as well as the Roman Catholic Church. 


"We are concerned that every person should have a chance to hear 'the mighty words 


of God' during his lifetime", said the participants. "This goal can be realised 
through Bible societies and churches giving them the Scriptures in printed or re- 
corded form in translations aimed at various levels of readers. EPS, Geneva 


U.S.A. PRESBYTERIANS CLOSE MISSION, 
CONTINUE TO SUPPORT COPTIC CHURCH 


(New York) - The American Mission in Egypt, operated for 113 years by the United 
Presbyterian Church, is to be dissolved, but aid will be continued to the Coptic 
Evangelical Church through ecumenical agencies. 


The action was voted by the United Presbyterian Commission on Ecumenical Mission © 
and Relations upon the recommendation of a World Council of Churches deputation 
which last woh consulted with leaders of the Coptic Church. 


The American Mission has operated two hospitals, one at Tanta, the other at Assiut; 
directed an audio-visual production, distribution and training centre; directed 

a lay training centre in Cairo; and served as a processing agency for foreign mission 
personnel. All are in the process of being transferred to the Egyptian church. 


Eleven schools formerly owned by the American Mission were transferred to the 
Coptic Church in 1962. 


Until Arab-Israeli hostilities broke out last June, the American Mission had also 
maintained an English-language school in Alexandria, but it is now closed. At 
that time 70 United Presbyterian missionaries in Egypt were evacuated. 


The Coptic Evangelical Church of Fon is the largest Protestant church in the pre- 
dominantly Muslim country. It has about 28,800 members in 180 congregations and 
154 pastors. It is a member of the WCC. EPS, Geneva 


INDIAN CHURCHES .TO INCREASE 
SUPPORT FOR NATIONAL COUNCIL 


(Shillong, Assam) - Delegates to the Triennial: Assembly of the National Christian 
Council of India agreed unanimously to the proposal that member churches and organisa- 
tions should double their contribution to the council. This reflects an attempt to 
make the NCC financially independent of help from outside India. 


(more) 
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In addition, the delegates approved a proposal to erect a commercial building with 
the aid of gifts from abroad, which would provide two-thirds of the income needed 

to support the NCC secretariat, the remainder being covered by members' subscrip- 

tion. 


Later the assembly expressed its alarm at the apparently arbitrary actions of the 
government in refusing visas to missionaries wishing to serve the churches of 
India, actions which appeared to discriminate against Christians and ‘threaten. 
religious freedom. It voted to call a consultation, in co-operation with the Roman 
Catholic Church, to make a careful study. of the facts plus the establishing of a 
committee that would make representation to the government on specific matters. 


The NCC pledged qualified support for government programmes on population control. 
A message directed to the churches said, "Recognising that all national progress 
is threatened by the presence of a growing population, we pledge our support to 
the government in any programme of population control which respects the integrity 
of the human person". 


New officers elected by the NCC are President, Rt. Rev. John W. Sadiq of Nagpur; 
vice-presidents are Bishop J. Shaw (Methodist) and Prof. F. Thakurdas of Wilson 
College, Bombay. EPS, Geneva 


PRAGUE PEACE CONFERENCE URGED 
TO SEND. MISSION TO MIDEAST 


(Cologne) - The Prague Christian Peace Conference has ignored the eeLekenee of the 
Arab states for a-long time and is now faced with the urgent task of "getting to 
know the Arab world, out of love for Israel and its people", said Prof. Josef L. 
Hromadka of Prague. He stressed the need for "sélf-criticism" in the Christian 
Peace Conference when he participated in a panel discussion led by Oberkirchenrat 
Dr. Heinz Kloppenburg (of Dortmund) on "Israel, the Arab States and ourselves". 


Other participants supported the Arabs and tegether with Dr. Kloppenburg proposed 
sending delegates from the Christian Peace Conference to both Israel and the Arab 
states. An initiative of this kind might help to keep the conference better 
informed, they said, and make it possible to act as a mediator. EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANT CHURCHES IN 
NORTHERN MADAGASCAR UNITE 


(Tananarive) - After 17 years of conversations, the union of three Protestant churches 
in the northern half of Madagascar has been achieved. They are the Evangelical 
Church (Paris Mission Society), the Church of Christ (London Missionary Society), 

and the Friends' Church (Quaker Mission). 


The united church will be officially inaugurated in 1968 with the name "The United 
Church of Madagascar". It will have about 800,000 members. 


The Lutheran Church in the south of Madagascar will remain independent, as will the 
Episcopal Church of Madagascar (Anglican). EPS, Geneva 


No. 40 - 23rd November, 1967 13 


EVALUATION OF LUTHERAN/REFORMED 
DIALOGUE IS SCHEDULED 


(Geneva) - A special group has been named by the Lutheran World Federation and 

the World Alliance of Reformed Churches to assess the results of joint theological 
conversations in North America and Europe and to "consider the nature of possible 
future developments", 


Six theologians from the United States, Germany, Scotland and Denmark have been 
named to the group, which will meet here January 13-14, 


The reason for the group's formation was set forth in a staff-prepared document 
which declared: "With the development of inter-Lutheran/Reformed dialogue in- 
different parts of the world, it is essential that at some central point the 
differing approaches and conclusions should be studied and evaluated so that the 


mentary thinking avoided", | EPS, Geneva 


INTER-CONFESSIONAL NEWS 
BULLETIN LAUNCHED IN U.S. 


(New York) - The first joint Protestant-Catholic-Orthodox information bulletin in 
the U.S. has been launched by the National Council of Churches and the Roman, Catholic 
publishing house Our Sunday Visitor. 


Entitled Unity Trends, the new 16-page fortnightly will be edited by the staff of 
the National Council's Faith and Order Department in consultation with the Roman 
Catholic Bishops Committee for Ecumenical and Inter-religious Affairs. It will be 
published by Our Sunday Visitor. 

The first issue, dated November 15, contained, among other things, a report on the 
Bristol meeting of the WCC's Faith and Order Commission, a brief account of the WCC 
Central Committee at Crete, the Ecumenical Patriarch's visit to Rome and Geneva, 
Cardinal Bea's letter at the time of Reformation celebrations, plus excerpts of 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake's exposition of major issues before the WCC. 
EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN PROTESTANT STUDENT MOVEMENT 
DIVIDES ALONG NATIONAL BOUNDARIES 


(Stuttgart) - The Protestant Student Movement in Germany has been replaced by two 
independent student movements, one in the Federal Republic and West Berlin, the other 
in the German Democratic Republic or East Germany. 


"Ecumenical associations must help churches and Christian organisations which are 
divided, for confessional or other reasons, to Carry out common tasks", said the 
report issued by the Protestant Student Movement. "Thus the two movements have 
learned that they need one another for help and mutual criticism. 


"But they have also learned that efforts to co-operate must not prove detrimental 
to their sense of responsibility and their clear convictions concerning the tasks 
they have to fulfil in their ow particular environment. | We must not make insti-~ 
tutional unity an aim in itself", the students concluded, EPS, Geneva 
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ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH VISITS 
JOHN R. MOTT HOUSE 


(Geneva) - One of the oldest living members of the YMCA recently paid a visit to 
its world headquarters, the John R. Mott House here.. The 81-year-old Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Constantinople, Athenagoras I, noted that he had been a member since 
1919 and owed much to the organisation. 


"Tn 1948, when I was invited to participate in the formation of the World Council 
of Churches, I was able to comprehend the meaning of this new organisation because 
of my association with the YMCA", His Holiness stated. Fredrik Franklin, sec- 
retary general of the World Alliance of YMCAs, greeted the Patriarch, and Miss 
Elizabeth Palmer, general secretary of the YWCA, read a telegram of greeting from 
Mrs. A. Tsouderos Athanassiou, the organisation's president. EPS, Geneva © 


IN BRIEF 


The Japan Christian Council has voted to sponsoi a Christian exhibition at the 
1970 Osaka World Exposition, taking as its theme "Progress and Harmony for Man~- 
kind". |The Japan Catholic Church and the Evangelical Alliance will be invited 
to participate. 

ee ea 


Dalton F. McClelland, U.N. representative of the World Alliance of YMCAs, died 
in New York November 16 at the age of 77. He spent 30 years of his YMCA career 
in India but had served the U.S. and Canadian organisations in, various capacities 
since 1945. He had held the U.N. post since 1960. 


* * * 


The Government of Zambia has signed an agreement recognising the Lutheran World 
Federation as the voluntary agency with which it will co-operate in providing» 
assistance to refugees. LWF operates Zambia Christian Refugee Service on behalf 
of the WCC and the Christian Council of Zambia, and in co-operation with the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees. 


* * * 


The Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church has appointed Bishop Melchisedek of 
Volgoda, USSR, as resident bishop of the Russian Orthodox community in Vienna. 

He replaces Bishop Bartholomey who left Vienna in 1966. Since then an Archpriest 
has administered the church in the grounds of the Soviet Embassy. . 


coe Oe * 


The Pope has accepted the resignation of Cardinal Paul Emile Leger, Archbishop of 
Montreal, who wishes to become a missionary working among lepers. The decision 
was taken last month when the Cardinal attended the Synod of Bishops in Rome. 


Cardinal Leger is not new to mission work having founded the Fukuoka Seminary in 
Japan in 1933. When rector of the Pontifical Canadian College in Rome he was 
active in ‘collecting funds, food, clothing, and medicine for the Middle East. He 
was named Archbishop of Montreal in 1950. 
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EMINENT SPEAKERS ANNOUNCED 
FOR FOURTH WORLD COUNCIL ASSEMBLY 


(Geneva) ~ A Nobel prize-winner, an authority on’world economic development, 
an ecumenical pioneer, and a distinguished Swedish theologian are among the 
speakers announced for the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
to be held in Uppsala, Sweden. 


The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., winner of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964, 
and a noted Baptist preacher of the U.S.A., has agreed to give the sermon at 
the opening service of worship on the morning of July 4, 1968. Some 2,250 
Christian leaders from all over the world will be present in historic Uppsala 
Cathedral to hear Dr. King preach on the Assembly theme, "Behold, I make all 
things new" (Revelation 21:5). 


Those present will include 800 delegates from the 232 member churches of the 
World Council of Churches, plus observers, fraternal delegates, advisers and 
special guests. This will be the most widely representative meeting in the 
history of the ecumenical movement. 


Among those who will speak during the 16 days of the Assembly are Dr. Barbara 
Ward (Lady Jackson), distinguished British economist who was recently named a 
member of the Pontifical Commission on Justice and Peace; Dr. W.A. Visser a 
Hooft, general secretary of the World Council from its founding in 1948 until 
his retirement in December 1966; and Prof. Krister Stendahl, professor at 
Harvard Divinity School who was one of the three final candidates for Primate 
of the Church of Sweden. 


The principal address on the Assembly theme will be delivered by Professor 
Savvis Agourides of Salonica, Greece. One of the leading Greek Orthodox theo- 
logians, he is Professor of New Testament on the Theological Faculty of the 
University of Salonica and very active in the movement for chureh renewal in 
Greece. 


Platform addresses and Assembly discussions will focus on the Church and the 
world, rich and poor nations, the future of the ecumenical movement, church 
and society questions, education, and the churches and human need. 


Viewpoints of Asian and African Christians will be well represented by M.M. 
Thomas, director of the Christian Institute for the Study of Religion and Soc- 
iety in Bangalore, India, and Father Paul Verghéese, former personal secretary 
to Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia and Associate General Secretary of the 
World Council of Churches before he became principal of the Syrian Orthodox 
Theological Seminary, Kottayam in Kerala, India last year. 


Another major theological address will be given by the noted Dutch theologian, 
Prof. Hendrikus Berkhof, Professor of Dogmatic and Biblical Theology at the 
University of Leiden. Dr. Theodore A. Gill, former president of San Francisco 
Theological Seminary at San Anselmo, California, will report on a study he has 
been making on education for the World Council and the World Council on Christ- 
ian Education, 


The Uppsala Assembly will mark the second WCC gathering for which Dr; King will 
serve as preacher, Although he was unable to attend the 1966 World Conference 
on Church and Society in Geneva, his memorable sermon, recorded in Chicago and 


(more) 
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flown to Geneva, challenged the Church to "free itself from the shackles of a 
deadening status quo" and act fearlessly on behalf of justice and peace. The 
civil rights leader, an ordained minister of the National Baptist Convention 
U.S.A. Inc., is president of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 


Barbara Ward began her writing career as an editor of The Economist after 
studying at the Sorbonne and in Germany and taking a degree in philosophy, 
politics and economics at Somerville College, Oxford University. Since 1961 
she has written three books calling attention to the economic plight of the 
developing nations. They are "India and the West", "The Rich Nations and 
the Poor Nations", and "Space Ship Earth", 


Professor Stendahl, an ordained priest of the Church of Sweden, lectured in 
Old and New Testament at Uppsala University before being called to Harvard 
Divinity School in 1954. He has been professor of Biblical studies since 
1963, and is an authority on the Dead Sea Scrolls. 


(Photos available on request.) EPS, Geneva 


WEEK OF PRAYER MATERIALS PREPARED 
JOINTLY BY WCC/RCC GROUP 


(Geneva) - Christians of all confessions will celebrate the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity 1968 under the theme "To the praise of his glory" (Ephesians 
1:14). 


This year for the first time a prayer leaflet has been written by the WCC 
Faith and Order Secretariat and representatives of Roman Catholic ecumenical 
centres acting on behalf of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity. The 
WCC group included a representative of the European Evangelical Alliance. 


The jointly written leaflet was suggested at a consultation on the Week of 
Prayer held in Geneva in the autumn of 1966. The suggestion was approved by 
the Joint WCC/RCC Working Group and its parent bodies, which in the case of the 
World Council meant the Central Committee meeting in Crete last August. 


Churches and councils of churches are free to adapt the prayer texts to local 
circumstances, but at the 1966 consultation the hope was expressed that any 
changes made would be in keeping with the spirit of ecumenical co-operation. 


During the Week of Prayer Christians are asked to pray "for bridge-builders of 
peace between men, ‘between races and between nations: that they may be 5 
strengthened to bear in themselves the burdens of injustice and conflict". 
Intercession is also asked for "all Christians, that they may serve peace, 
charity and the unity of all mankind". EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHMEN FROM THREE EUROPEAN NATIONS 
PUT FORWARD AID, TRADE PROPOSALS 


(Geneva) - "Development aid should cease to be subordinated to political and 
commercial factors, and should be given much higher priority by the rich nations", 
said churchmen from Britain, France and Germany. 


At a conference in Geneva sponsored by the international departments of the 
British Council of Churches, French Protestant Federation and the Evangelical 
Church in Germany, suggestions were drawn up for presentation to the Second 
U.N. Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) in New Delhi next February. 


Assisting the conference were consultants from U.N. agencies, from Asia and 
Africa, from the Roman Catholic Church, as well as WCC staff members. 


Questions on aid and trade to be discussed at New Delhi present a major challenge 
to the Christian conscience, said the conference participants. 


"Christians cannot rest until the volume of aid reaches the amount that can be 
efficiently absorbed by the developing countries", they stated. This volume 

is nearly double what is currently being given by developed nations. To re- 
duce balance of payment difficulties, the governments of the sevehopad countries 
should move together in increasing their aid. 


The conference agreed that development requires changes in world trading patterns. 
In particular, more commodity agreements should be made to stabilize prices 

at as high a level as practicable. It is hoped: that the cocoa conference in 
Geneva will produce an agreement and that a sugar pact» will soon be negotiated. 


Since it is not possible to stop all prices, from fluctuating, the churchmen 
urged UNCTAD to back the plan of supplementary financial assistance worked out 
by the World Bank. This would keep development plans from being disrupted when 
export earnings fall. . 2 EPS, Geneva 


SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS PROPOSE 
DRIVE AGAINST WORLD HUNGER 


(Atlanta) ~ An urgent appeal for an all-out inter-religious campaign against world 
hunger was issued here by the General Council of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S. (Southern). 


Goals of the campaign would include elimination of the root causes of hunger, 
population control through family planning services, training and other assist— 
ance to increase food production, and the “sharing of our own harvests.and tech- 
nical skills through measures adopted and administered by our government". 


The council urged its General Assembly to call for the inter-religious drive at 
its meeting next June in Montreat, North Carolina. Then the National Council of 
Churches would be asked to endorse the campaign and commend it to member churches, 
the Roman Catholics and Jews. 


As part of the anti-hunger programme, the General Council designated October 6, 
1968 - Worldwide Communion Sunday - as a special day of prayer and fasting. 
Church members are asked to give "no less than the price of one meal in the war 
against starvation". - EPS, Geneva 
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SEMINARY REVIEW PRINTS EXCERPTS 
FROM BONHOEFFER LETTERS 


(New York) ~ Excerpts from eight unpublished letters by the late Dietrich Bon- 
hoeffer, German theologian killed by the Nazis in 1945, appeared here in an 
article written by the woman who was engaged to marry him. 


The article by Mrs. Maria von Wedemeyer-Weller was published in the Union 
Seminary Quarterly Review, a student-edited publication at Union Theological 
Seminary. 


Mrs. von Wedemeyer-Weller has lived in the United States since 1948, and. had 
not previously made public the contents of the letters written to her by Bon- 
hoeffer while he was confined to prison for his opposition to Hitler. 


There are 38 letters in the unpublished collection. They are in the Houghton 
Library at Harvard University and may not be read by anyone without Mrs. von 
Wedemeyer-Weller's permission until after her death. 


The quotations in the article reflect a man who loved his fiancee very much and 
expected to be married to her when he was released. Bonhoeffer was 39 when 
he was killed, his fiancee was 21. 


In a letter dated August 12, 1943, he wrote: 


"You cannot imagine what it means in my present situation to have you. I am 
certain of God's special guidance here. The way in which we found each other 
and the time, so shortly before my imprisonment, are a clear sign for this... 
Every day I am overcome anew at how undeservedly I received this happiness, 
and each day I am deeply moved at what a hard school God has led you through 
during the last, year... 


"Our marriage shall be a yes to God's earth; it shall strengthen our courage 
to act and accomplish something on the earth. I fear that Christians who 
stand with only one leg upon the earth also stand with only one leg in heaven." 


Mrs. von Wedemeyer-Weller explains in the article that she first met the theo~- 
logian when she was 12 and he conducted her confirmation class. They met again 
after she graduated from high school, and. became engaged before his arrest. 


The last. letter she received from him (December 19, 1944) said: 


"You, the parents, the friends and students of mine at the front, all are con- 
stantly present to me. Your prayers and good thoughts, words from the Bible, 
discussions long past, pieces of music,and books (all these) gain life and 
reality as never before... , 


"Therefore, you must not think I am unhdppy. What is happiness and unhappiness? 
It depends so little on the circumstances; it depends really on what happens 
inside a person. TI am grateful every day that I have you and that makes me 
happy". EPS, Geneva 
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RESIGNATION OF ESTONIAN LUTHERAN 
ARCHBISHOP IS ANNOUNCED 


(Geneva) - Notification of the resignation of Archbishop Jaan Kiivit of Tallinn 
as head of the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church has been received by the 
Lutheran World Federation here. ; 


Failing health was given as the reason for the 61-year-old archbishop's resigna~ 
tion in the communiqué received from the Consistory of the 350, 000-member 
church. 


Successor to Dr. Kiivit will be the Rev. Alfred Tooming, a pastor in Viljandi 
and dean of the Viljandi District for many years. At the recent Fifth 
Assembly of the Conference of European Churches, he was named a member of the 
Advisory Committee. 


Dr. André Appel, general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, expressed 
regret "that circumstances have made necessary the resignation of Archbishop 
Kiivit".:’ He praised the Archbishop as "a man held in high esteem in Luth- 
eran and ecumenical circles for his integrity, faith and good leadership 

of his church". Dr. Appel wished Mr. Tooming success in his new post. 


Archbishop Kiivit attended the 1962 meeting of the WCC Central Committee as 
an observer from his church, which was admitted to WCC membership at this 
meeting. . EPS, Geneva 


SWISS PROTESTANT. FEDERATION VETOES 
INTERNATIONAL RADIO STATION 


(Berne) - The Swiss Protestant Federation has decided not to erect an inter- 
national short-wave broadcasting station since the churches of Europe were 
unable to underwrite the cost of building and operating such a station. 


At the same time officers of the federation have been asked to examine the 
possibility of setting up a radio-TIV training and production centre. The 
World Association for Christian Broadcasting had recently recommended this 
project, and some European churches reacted positively, in spite of their 
reservations about the broadcasting station. 


Now federation officials are canvassing churches outside Switzerland to see 
how much money would be available for the training centre. EPS, Geneva 


FIRST LUTHERAN/ORTHODOX TALKS 
HELD IN UNITED STATES 


(New York) - Ten Lutheran and eight Orthodox churchmen who took part in the 
first ecumenical encounter between the two communions .in America agreed that 
the terms Scripture and Tradition "do not denote elements in the Christian 
faith that stand apart from and in contrast to each other, but rather are 
inseparably related". 


They felt. that this basic understanding "gives promise of a still wider area 
of agreement" when the subject is developed in future talks. — 


, P | : } more 
The discussions also turned up a number of "parallel situations ( ) 
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The discussions also turned up a number of "parallel situations and problems 
faced by these groups in the course of their history in the U.S.". 


The sessions were called by the U.S.A. Committee of the Lutheran World Fed- 
eration and the Standing Committee of Orthodox Bishops of the Americas. 
A second session is scheduled for March 1969. EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN MISSIONS, CHARITY 
HIT BY POUND'S DEVALUATION 


(London) - Christian charitable organisations and missions will be severely 
affected by the British Government's devaluation of the pound. 


An official of Christian Aid, a division of the British Council of Churches, 
estimated that to do the same work it did last year, £200,000 ($480,000) more 
would be needed. 


"About 20 projects that could have been undertaken this year may not be now", 
said the official. "Devaluation must considerably affect the value of our 
work by reducing our scope." 


The United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel reports it will have to 
find an extra £100,000 a year to maintain overseas work at the present level. 


"Devaluation has come at a time when recruitment figures have been encouraging- 
ly high", said USPG. "Some 235 new missionaries went abroad through the 
society in the past two years. To keep these people in the places where they 
are qualified to help will now cost more - and it will also cost more to send 
others to join them." 


A spokesman for the Leprosy Mission, an interdenominational organisation work- 
ing in 34 countries, said that its executive committee might decide to increase 
sterling output to bring grants and salaries up to previous levels. This, 
however, would mean making cuts in capital expenditure. Thus less money 

would be available for new hospitals and research into the causes of and 

cure for leprosy. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES IN EQUATORIAL 
GUINEA DISCUSS UNION 


(Rio Muni, Equatorial Guinea) — Representatives of Evangelical churches and 
missions in Equatorial Guinea met recently to discuss the possibility of form- 
ing one Evangelical Church. Particularly active in the meeting were members 
of the Presbyterian Church and the Worldwide Evangelisation Crusade Mission. 


The move has been spurred by the promise that the country will be granted 
independence from Spain not later than July 1968. 


At present the Evangelical churches are considered private entities by the 
Spanish Government and are denied all rights and privileges. If a single 

church could be formed, it might be able to achieve legal recognition from 
the future government. EPS, Geneva 
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INCREASED RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY 
NOTED BY CZECH COMMUNISTS 


(London) - During the past year there has been in Czechoslovakia an increase 
in the number of church baptisms, marriages, funerals, and children taking 
religious instruction. The numbers of people participating in religious 
ceremonies has also increased. 


"It is therefore vitally necessary to intensify the ideological campaign to 
overcome this negative tendency, particularly among the young", says a docu- 
ment dated August 7 and circulated by the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party in Czechoslovakia to all party organs. 


Reviewing recent unsuccessful negotiations between the Czechoslovak Govern- — 
ment and the Vatican, the document notes partly successful efforts by priests 
and laymen to enlist the support of intellectuals, professional men and even 
Communist Party functionaries. 


Finally, it invites local party leaders "to take appropriate pedagogical and 
politico-religious measures to increase the instructional efficacy in the 
fight against the influence of religious ideology". 


They must be vigilant, the Central Committee says, to ensure absolute observ- 
ance of the law regulating church-state relations. Citizens are warned to 
"refuse to admit any new forms of religious life". 


The same vigilance is requested in relation to non-Catholic churches. 


EPS, Geneva 


SWEDISH BISHOP RESPONDS FAVOURABLY 
TO PLEA TO SHARE CHURCH 


(Stockholm) -. An open letter by five laymen in the Church of Sweden asking 
church authorities why they did not offer one of their large downtown buildings 
for the use of a dispossessed Roman Catholic congregation has brought a 
favourable response from the Bishop of Stockholm, 


Two officers of the Swedish Broadcasting Corporation, two editors of church 
magazines and a financier signed the open letter. 


Earlier a number of Protestant journals had protested the ruling made by the 
minister of finance that the Catholic church must pay the state a sum equal 
to 25% of building costs if it constructed a new edifice. 


The Roman Catholic: church in Stockholm must be torn down upon orders of: city 
planners. The city allocated a site for a new church and funds were collected. 
But then it was found that any church built in 1967 or 1968 would be subject 

to tax. The Catholics would like, therefore, to postpone construction, but 
in the meantime they need a place in which to worship. To date only a small 
theatre had been offered. EPS, Geneva 
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CARDINAL KONIG RETURNS 
FROM ROMANIAN VISIT 


(Vienna) ~ Christianity is deeply rooted in Romania, the Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Vienna, Cardinal Konig, discovered during his five-day visit 
to that country as the guest of Patriarch Justinian, Primate of the Ortho- 
dox Church of Romania. 


The political changes that took place after World War II forced the Ortho- 
dox Church to reorganise itself and to provide a firm, independent basis 

for Christian life, Cardinal KSnig reported. This was possible partly as a 
result .of the personal efforts of Patriarch Justinian, who enjoys great 
esteem in the country, he said. 


The Cardinal found the Orthodox Church interested in mutual contacts. 
Accordingly, plans were made for professors of Bucharest Theological University 
Institute to visit Vienna; theological students will be exchanged between 
Vienna and Bucharest, as well as theological publications. 


While in Romania the Cardinal also conferred with Roman Catholic Bishops 
Petru Plesca and Aaran Marton and with the secretary of the Ministry for 
Religious Affairs. EPS, Geneva 


CO-OPERATIVE THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 
MARKS NEW GAINS IN CALIFORNIA 


(Berkeley, California) - To provide an ecumenical education for Presbyterian 
ministers, San Francisco Theological Seminary in San Anselmo has announced 
that it will transfer the first two years of theological training to the 
Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley. 


Ten seminaries now participate in the Graduate Theological Union, formed five 
years ago to offer inter-religious education on the doctoral level. San 
Francisco Seminary was among the original founders. 


"The decision to move the two-year undergraduate programme to Berkeley means 
that the San Anselmo campus will be opetied up to new and varied forms of theo- 
logical education, especially continuing education for ministers but also ~ 
some form of lay education", Dr. Arnold Come, the seminary's president, stated. 


At the same time a Franciscan seminary in Santa Barbara announced that it will 
move to Berkeley in the fall of 1968. This is the School of Theology for the 
Western Province. 


In October, Alma College and Seminary of the Jesuit order, now situated in Los 
Gatos, stated that it was looking for a Berkeley site. It had been partici- 
pating in the GTU programme for the past three years. 


Among the institutions co-operating in GIU are a Baptist seminary, the Centre 
for Judaic Studies, a Lutheran institution and a Dominican college. 


EPS, Geneva 
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UGANDANS DEBATE CHURCH'S 
ROLE IN NATION'S LIFE 


(Kampala) - The place of the Church in the life of the nation was discussed 
by 25 young clergy and laymen of Uganda when the Rev. Brian de Saram, 
Africa secretary of the Church Missionary Society, visited here recently. 


Some members of the group said the Church of Uganda was not bold enough to 
speak its mind when important changes were taking place in the country. 

Others thought the Church should support the government in its efforts to bring 
unity to the country. 


Any misunderstanding of government intentions stems from a lack of discussion 
in church circles about the relationship between government and church, it 
was stated. 


Mr. de Saram suggested that what was needed was a Church and Society centre 
for East Africa similar‘to the study and conference centre now being erected 
in Ibadan. 


There was considerable debate on whether the Church's mission was to the 
society or the individual, and how the words and ideas of the Bible could 
be interpreted so they would be understood and accepted. 


Asked whether missionaries were still needed, the participants answered: yes; 
in some professional or technical jobs where no nationals are prepared to take 
over. They requested the CMS to allocate funds to train Ugandans, both 
clergy and lay people, for jobs previously held by missionaries. However, 
Mr. de Saram warned. that CMS was a missionary-sending body rather than a fin- 
ancial supporting, society. EPS, Geneva 


SPANISH PROTESTANTS URGED. TO 
POSTPONE. DECISION ON REGISTRATION 


(Madrid) - Representatives of Protestant churches met in Barcelona November 14- 
15 to discuss possible responses to the new law on religious liberty. For 

the occasion the Commission for the. Defence of Spanish Evangelicals had been 
enlarged to include representatives of the Episcopal, Reformed Evangelical, 
Baptist, Independent Baptist, Brethren and Pentecostal churches. 


No final decision will be taken on registration of churches until the directives 
for applying the law have been published. A manifesto is being sent to all 
local congregations telling them that it is premature to make any decision 

on registration. The law is due to go into effect January 1. 


Pastor Jose Cardona Gregori, secretary of the Defence Commission, told the 
French newspaper Le Monde that his group “has presented objections to the 
government commission drawing up the directives. We hope they will be con- 
sidered, If so, the majority of churches will register". 


EPS, Geneva 
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REPLACEMENT OF EXPERIENCED CHINESE 
LEADERS '"PERTURBS" BRITISH VISITOR 


(Geneva) - "Vast numbers of leaders and experienced persons in every walk of 
life in China have been summarily removed, without right of appeal or redress. 
And in many cases young persons with relatively little experience have assumed 
positions of ieee responsibility for which they have not been trained." 


This ' muthless replacement of experience" was "one of the most perturbing im- 
pressions” gained by the Rev. Ian Thomson ona recent three-week visit to the 
People’ s Republic. Mr. Thomson is doing research on laymen abroad in Christ- 
ian mission for the Conference of Missionary Societies in Great Britain and 
Ireland. 


Reporting his impressions to leaders of international organisations here, 

Mr. Thomson gave two examples of the youth takeover on university campuses. 

In one case a student of 20 is now officially in charge of the university. In 
another case the new “head" is 23. Some of the staff have thrown in their 

lot with the cultural revolution; one or two have been co-opted onto the re- 
volutionary committee. Others are being "rectified" through corrective treat- 
ment. | 


"Seizing power" is the term used by the cultural revolutionaries. It has been 
going on in municipalities, communes and provinces during 1967. It is a slow 
process of singling out the top party person in authority "taking the capital- 
ist road", whether he is the head of a school, dock, factory or anything else. 


Once the people have been publicly denounced and are at the mercy of their 
denouncers, a revolutionary committee is set up and "all else falls away, even 
the party machine and the influence of unions", Mr. Thomson reported. 


The direction for the cultural revolution was given in "The Decision of the 
Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party concerning the Great Pro- 
letarian Cultural Revolution", adopted on August 8, 1966 and known as the Six- 
teen Points. 


During his three-week visit Mr. Thomson spent eight days in Peking, four in 


‘Shanghai and three days each in Tsinan, Harbin and Hangchow. He travelled 


more than 2,500 miles inside China, but was not able to go to Canton, where 
he had lived, or to Wuhan, which was er adaey y 


He stressed the friend Lines he met everywhere. It was possible to engage 
in candid conversation "on every conceivable topic", though he reported the 
Chinese to be hyper-sensitive on questions concerning Russia, the U.S., Hong 
Kong and the United Nations. 


The Chinese are looking well beyond their own borders to the prospect of world 
revolution, he said. In spite of the fact that the cultural revolution was 
going on, he met people of at least 20 different nationalities in the various 
hotels in which he stayed. 


Yours people have dedicated themselves to "serving the people", putting wrongs 
right, and removing what remains of feudalism. At the same time civil liberty 
is at a premium, education in the strict sense has been suspended for a whole 
academic year and every religion driven underground. EPS, Geneva 
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PHOTO OITKOUMENE 


168. The Government of Sweden is issuing a special postage stamp in honour 
of the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches. Here Mrs.: Majvor 
Franzén, one of the few women skilled in the art of steel engraving, pre- 
pares the master plate from a drawing by Mrs. Kerstin Abrams-Nilssen. 


Protest is the order of the day in the U.S.A. 169. Notice board outside 
Judson Memorial Church in New York City commemorates the number of Americans, 
South Vietnamese and North Vietnamese who have died in the war. 170. Student 
protests such as this persuaded the Methodist Board of Missions to withdraw 

its $10 million investment portfolio from First National City Bank if the 
latter renews credit to the South African Government (EPS No. 34). L/[ie¢ Ecu- 
menical Patriarch Athenagoras visited the headquarters of the World YMCA ard 
World YWEA while in Geneva and was greeted by Miss Elizabeth Palmer and 

Mr. Fredrik Franklin. (EPS No. 40) 


172. Advising WCC General Secretary Eugene Carson Blake (right, facing camera) 
are the Staff Executive Group. From right corner, clockwise: Rev. Victor Hay- 
ward, Rev. Philip Potter, Dr. Charles Arbuthnot, Ralph Young, Dr. Eugene Smith, 
Prof. Ernst Lange, Frank Northam, Rev. Albert van den Heuvel, Dr. Blake, 

Rev. Jens Thomsen, Dr. Lukas Vischer. Missing from photo are Dr. 0. Frederick 
Nolde and Prof. Nikos A. Nissiotis. Pos 


Back page. Workcamps are known in many parts of the world as a form of volun-. 
tary service pioneered by the Christian churches immediately after World War II. 
Initially young people reconstructed schools and other buildings destroyed by 
war, and sought to build bridges of friendship between youth of many lands. 

When the ravages of war had been repaired, the need for concrete expressions 

of solidarity with minorities and those afflicted in mind and body remained. 


This year 570 young people of 42 nations volunteered for 33 Ecumenical Service 
Projects (successor to Ecumenical Workcamps, reflecting the changed emphasis). 
They assisted in the rehabilitation of refugees, expressed concern for racial 
and religious minorities, worked in mental institutions and hospitals, and in 
factories alongside migrant workers, and organised holiday programmes for 
handicapped children. A number also put in long hours at manual labour. But 
whatever the project, its. aim was still unity in service. 


Herewith a series of snapshots of youth in action during 1967. We offer then 
now for the use of those who will be preparing articles and booklets prior 
to the next workcamp season, 


173-4, Operating a kindergarten at tourist camp ground in Sylt, Germany. 

175. Constructing a youth centre for Protestant Church of Togo (at Tsevie). 
176. Twenty-one young people turned an old estate at Figueira da Foz, Portugal 
into an ecumenical centre. 177. Tea break during construction work at an 
Orthodox convent in Lintola, Finland. 178-81. Working with handicapped 
children in Uster, Switzerland. 182-3. Preparing materials with which to 
construct a school in rural Madagascar. 184. Sand is dredged from a nearby 
river bed to use in making cement. 
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INDIA'S PRIME MINISTER REPORTS 
RESTRICTIONS ON MISSIONARIES 


(New Delhi) - The Indian’ Government is restricting the number of foreign mission- 
aries in "sensitive areas" and having them replaced with Indians, Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi told Parliament. 


Her address was in response to numerous questions in the upper house about 
alleged "anti-national activities of foreign missionaries" and government 
counter-measures. 


In northeastern India, along the borders. with China and Burma, the Mizo and 

Naga tribesmen have been carrying on armed revolt against the central govern- 
ment, demanding the creation of an autonomous state within the Indian confedera- 
tion or even complete national independence. 


These areas have a considerable Christian population, much larger in proportion 
than in the rest of India. The influence of missionaries is being blamed by 
Indian public opinion for their revolutionary activity. 


"No new missionaries are’ allowed to go" into these areas, Mrs. Gandhi said. 


She assured the Parliament that local authorities are keeping a “constant watch" 
on the activities of missionaries and if there is any adverse report on them, 
they are asked to leave. 


"We believe that all these people in the border areas, regardless of their. 
diversity, should live in unity", she said. "But some people try to disrupt that 
unity and tell people in these areas that they have nothing in common with other 
people....This is anti-national activity." 


The missionary controversy has been building up for some time. Many political 
figures, particularly in sensitive states, have called for deportation of foreign 
missioners. EPS, Geneva 


FIRST LUTHERAN/ROMAN CATHOLIC TALKS 
AGREE ON CORE OF THE GOSPEL 


(Zurich) - The first Lutheran and Roman Catholic theological conversations on 

an international scale were held November 26-30 in a session marked by ecumenical 
cordiality, candor and agreement on some basic points. Study will continue 

on "The Gospel and the Church", 


A brief statement issued at the end of the talks stated: 


"There was a definite convergence in the understanding of what Roman Catholics 
refer to as 'the hierarchy of truths' (Decree on Ecumenism, Vatican II) and 
what Lutherans call 'the centre of the Gospel’. 


"Both sides agreed that the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ as the escha- 
tological saving deed of God is the centre of the Gospel. There was also 


(more) 
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agreement that the Word of God is supreme and that the authority of the church 
stands in its service." 


Dogmatic questions touched on in the talks will be pursued in later sessions. 
The study commission scheduled its next meeting for the autumn of 1968. 


Formation of the joint study commission followed preparatory consultations 
in 1965 and 1966 at which it was agreed that "special and official relations 
are necessary between the Roman Catholic Church and the Lutheran churches", 
It was also stated that the conversations should not jeopardize relations 

to the World Council of Churches or other .churches. 


Serving as co-chairmen for the Zurich meeting were Prof. Einar Molland of 
Oslo University in Norway, for the Lutherans, and Dr. Francis J. McCool, 
a professor at the Bible Institute in Rome, for the Catholics. The WCC 
was represented by Dr. Lewis A. Briner, professor for pastoral theology 
and liturgics at McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago. 


At this first meeting the starting point was biblical and exegetical: Two 
Roman Catholic and two Lutheran scholars read papers. Anton Végtle of 
Freiburg, Germany discussed the Gospel message in Jesus" preaching and in 
that of the early Christian communities. Dr. Hans Conzelmann of Gottingen 
University in Germany spoke about the ways in which Christian traditions were 
shaped and transmitted in the New Testament period. |The variety within 

New Testament books as it bears on attempts to formulate a summary of the 
Gospel was treated by Prof. Krister Stendahl, and the kerygmatic and norma- 
tive character of the Gospel was examined by Dr. J.A. Fitzmyer. 


In the discussion following the lectures, there was considerable agreement 
on both the scholarly methods used in studying the biblical data and on the 
results of this study. EPS, Geneva 


WOMEN ADMITTED TO MINISTRY IN HOLLAND 


(Driebergen) — The Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church decided at its autumn 
meeting to remove all restrictions on the admission of women tothe ministry. 
The. vote was 43 for and 9 against. This brings to a climax a ten-year 

effort to grant equal status to women. For practical reasons the Synod 
decided that if a woman pastor marries, shé must automatically resign from 
the local church of which. she is pastor, but she can apply for reassignment 
to a church in another district. EPS, Geneva 


NON-CATHOLIC CHILDREN RELIEVED 
OF RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION 


(Madrid) ~ In accordance with a decree issued by Spain's Ministry of Education, 
non-Catholic school children will no longer be obliged to receive Roman Cath- 
olic religious instruction in schools under the jurisdiction of the Minister 
of Education. Nor will they be required to attend Catholic services held in 
school. Parents of these children must file a statement saying that they do 
not wish their children to receive Catholic instruction. 


The measure puts into practice a decision set forth in the "Protestant Charter" 
passed by the Cortes (Parliament) . EPS, Geneva 
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THREE-MAN RUSSIAN ORTHODOX 
DELEGATION VISITS U.S. 


(New York) - During his recent 21-day visit to the U.S., Metropolitan Nikodim 
of Leningrad and Ladoga conferred with leaders of the National Council of 
Churches, WCC officers residing in the U.S., and a Jewish delegation. 


In the Russian party were Boris Kudinkin, lay theologian and member of the 
Moscow Patriarchate's Department of External Church Affairs; Alexei’ Buevsky, 
the department's secretary; and interpreter Vladimir Kotelkin. 


The delegation was the guest of the Church of the Brethren, returning a visit 
made by a Brethren team: to the Soviet Union last month. _ 


During informal conversations with American churchmen, Metropolitan Nikodim 
was asked about reports of a decline in the number of congregations and 
seminaries of the Russian Orthodox Church. When the church joined the World 
Council of Churches in 1961, it réportedly had 22,000 churches and eight 
seminaries. Now, according to Father Paul Schneirla of the Syrian Orthodox 
Church in America, this number has declined to 10,000 congregations and three 
seminaries. 


Metropolitan Nikodim said there were now three seminaries - in Moscow, Lenin- 
grad and Odessa. This was due partly to consolidation, making enrolments 
heavier at the three. Formerly many persons desiring a university education 
went to a seminary, he said, but now only those who intend to become priests 
are admitted. ; | 


On the decline in congregations, the metropolitan held the figure in 1961 was 
incorrect; it should have been closer to 20,000. 


Although he did not comment on the current figure, he was said to have told 
Father Schneirla that there had been a large amount of anti-religious propa- 
ganda, spearheaded by the atheistic Society for the Propagation of Scientific 
and Cultural Knowledge. 


Jewish Request 


In conversations with a. six-man delegation from the Synagogue Council of America, 
Metropolitan Nikodim declined to take back to Moscow an invitation to Chief 
Rabbi Yehuda Leib Levin that he should visit the U.S. Instead, the Russian 
Orthodox churchman suggested that the Council's invitation should go through 
official Soviet channels. He saw no reason why the authorities would prevent 

the rabbi from accepting. 


The Russian Orthodox leader reiterated his claim that all religions in the 
USSR were treated equally by state authorities. ‘ Later when questioned, he. 
noted that he had not said all religions "flourished". : 


The churchman drew a distinction between equality under the law and the 
"intensity" of internal life in the religious communities. He said he had 
heard the reason there was no Jewish seminary in Russia was that there were 
insufficient numbers of pupils to support one. 


(more) 
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A joint communiqué signed by the Russian delegation and representatives of 

the Church of the Brethren called for immediate steps towards peace in Vietnam. 
Suggested were an immediate end of U.S. bombing in North Vietnam, a general 
cease-fire, and withdrawal of all foreign troops. 


While in the U.S. the Russians conferred with Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chair- 
man of the WCC Central Committee, and Presidents Charles Parlin and Arch- 
bishop Iakovos. | EPS, Geneva 


"BREAD FOR THE. WORLD" APPEALS 
FOR ONE DAY'S SALARY 


(Stuttgart) ~ The ninth "Bread for the World" campaign opened this month with 
an appeal to German Protestants to give one day's salary to the hungry people 
of the world. 


"The human race is menaced by the 'hunger bomb' just as much as by the atom 
bomb", says the appeal. If the population of the world increases to 6% 
million by the year 2,000, the production of cereals must be tripled and 
animal products must be increased to five times the present level. 


Since it was started in 1959, "Bread for the World" has raised more than 177 
million German marks ($44,250,000) for 860 projects in 70 countries in Africa, 
Asia, Latin America and Southern Europe. Some 40% of the funds have ‘been 
used for self-help projects (agricultural and educational), 31% for medical 
projects, 20.5% for victims of natural catastrophes and in providing communal 
meals;*3.7% to build up society, and 4.6% for personnel. EPS, Geneva 


SWEDISH BAPTIST CHALLENGES 
CHURCH TO ECUMENICAL STEPS 


(Stockholm) - The Baptist stand on baptism made an important contribution to. 
Swedish church life in the last century, but it should not be allowed to 
remain a barrier separating Baptists from other churches today, said Torsten 
Bergsten, a university lecturer, when he addressed the Swedish Baptist Con- 
vention last week. 


"Today an ecumenical step’ would be as strong a witness as the proclamation 
of our view on baptism was in the last century", he said. 


If present trends. continue, the membership of the Baptist Convention will 

have declined from the present 28,000 to 17,240 by 1990, Mr. Bergsten pre- 
dicted. "We will then be too weak to continue as a separate church". The 
speaker was critical of conservatism in forms of worship, methods of Christian 
work, and views on moral questions. 


"I believe that denominations will soon become a thing of the past in Sweden", 
said Bergsten. "Totally new forms of organisation will be. necessary to meet 
the changed conditions brought by urbanisation, migration, population develop- 
ments, and the ferment in the underdeveloped countries. 


“A new reformation, including ecumenical steps, is necessary", he said. 


EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHMEN CITE 'FRIGHTENING' 
RISE IN USE OF DRUGS 


(Winchester, Massachusetts) - Expressing alarm at the "frightening" growth 
in the use of narcotics among youth in this affluent suburb of Boston, two 
Catholic priests and five Protestant clergymen have called on parents and 
police to join in combatting the menace. | 


The clergymen, members of the year-old Winchester Ecumenical Association, 
quoted Police Chief Joseph J. Derro as saying drug usage has increased 
sharply during the past year. Winchester has had 28 teenage runaways during 
the year, 21 of whom were involved with drugs. The smoking of marijuana is 
the town's major problem. ; 


Msgr. Joseph W. Lyons, pastor of St. Eulalia's Roman Catholic Church, said 
he has ordered sermons on the drug problem at all Masses in his church. 


"Drugs are all too available within a few miles of our town", said Msgr. Lyons. 
Many of the young people are using marijuana, and "there has been evidence of 
glue-sniffing within 500 yards of our church", he said. 


"Parents should get their heads out of the sand", was the comment of the 
Rev. Everett L. Waters of First Baptist Church. "We have a problem which 
a year ago nobody here believed could exist." . partir 


The Rev. H. Newton Clay of Crawford Memorial Methodist Church said, "Drug~ 
pushers are newly aware that they have a ready market in towns like Win- 
chester, Needham and Wellesley. Youngsters have:the money to spend $5 any 
weekend for marijuana". EPS, Geneva 


RELEVANCE OF THEOLOGY TO LIFE 
CONCERNS SOUTH AFRICAN TEACHERS 


(Durban) - Attempts to make Christian theology relevant to everyday African 
life will be the main concern of 30 Southern African theologians when they 
meet in Johannesburg early next year for a week-long ecumenical seminar. 


The chairman of the Association of Southern African Theological Institutions, 
the Rev. Axel-Ivar Berglund, says: "We have to admit that ministers being 
trained in our institutions will not be able to give a meaningful application 
of Christian teachings to the average church member. Because theology has 
remained alienated from African concepts and everyday life, too many ministers 
go on giving answers to questions which have never been raised!" 


The association embraces institutions affiliated with all the major churches 
except the Dutch Reformed and the Baptist Church. It has already helped 
teachers of several communions to understand each other better. 


"Confidence in each other, mutual’ concern and trust have grown considerably", 
said Mr. Berglund. A committee is working on questions for a simplified 
syllabus, and eventually it is hoped to have common examinations for all 
member institutions and a diploma in theology issued by the association. 

The latter will be discussed at the Johannesburg consultation. EPS, Geneva 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL WILL ASSIST THREE 
CLERGYMEN CHALLENGING DRAFT RULING 


(New York) - The National Council of Churches (USA) has announced that it will 
defend three clergymen challenging their. re-classification as 1A by local selec- 
tive service boards after they turned in draft cards to protest the Vietnam war. 


One plaintiff is the Rev. Henry Bucher, 31, field director of the University 
Christian Movement and a staff member of the NCC's Department of Higher Educa- 
tion. ‘The Rev. Paul Gibbons, 34, chaplain. for. the United Ministry at Cornell 
University at Ithaca, New York, and Father David Connor, 31, associate Catholic 
chaplain. at Cornell, are the other two. 


A spokesman for the NCC explained that the council is co-sponsoring the suits 
with the American Civil Liberties Union because the NCC's General Board has 
urged that "conscientious dissent should be protected rather than punished 
in a free society". 


The ACLU is defending 26 young men who were re-classified by their local boards 
after Gen. Lewis B. Hershey, selective service director, issued a directive 
advising boards to review the classifications. of persons delinquent under the 
Selective Service Act. His memorandum followed anti-war demonstrations in 
which several thousand draft cards were returned to federal authorities. 


The NCC spokesman said that while the three were willing to pay the penalty for 
non-possession of the card, "they are not properly subject to re-classification 
and possible induction as punishment for peaceable dissent. To make service 
in the army equivalent to penal servitude is to discredit the young men who 

are in the armed forces". EPS, Geneva 


USE OF GRACE CATHEDRAL DENIED 


(San Francisco) - Episcopal Church leaders refused the use of Grace Cathedral 
here for a religious service for the "turning in or burning of draft cards". 
The service had been planned by the Northern California Clergy and Laymen Con- 
cerned about Vietnam. 


In announcing the decision, the Rt. Rev. C. Kilmer Myers, Bishop of the Diocese 
of California, said, "To allow it would symbolically place the church in the 
position of espousing the breaking of the law concerning the national draft as 
the only possible or legitimate Christian response to the moral dilemma of the 
war. 


"The rising tide of anarchy on the one hand and fascism on the other are the 

dreadful realities of our day. The church must not compromise herself by an 
easy identification with either extreme, for this would be to join the forces 
of destruction", he said. EPS, Geneva 
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INTERCONFESSIONAL NIGHT SCHOOL 
ENROLS 430 STUDENTS 


(Towson, Maryland) - An eight-week ecumenical night school for adults here 
proved so successful that groups in several states may start similar courses. 


Father Brian M. Rafferty, assistant pastor of Immaculate Conception Church 
and dean of the inter-religious Towson School of Theology, said that two 
publishing companies are considering the possibility of developing a series 
of textbooks for such projects. | 


The school's first "semester" had 430 students, 70% of them laymen. (Towson's 
population is 20,000) . They were fairly evenly divided between Catholics and 
Protestants. All sessions were held in the Catholic high school. 


The idea was conceived at a meeting of the Towson Ministerial Association. 
"We wanted to do something of genuine ecumenical significance - something . 
beneficial to the Christian community as a whole", stated Father Rafferty. 


Twenty students were expected in each of eight courses. In actual fact, the 
smallest class had: an enrolment of 32. Some 140-signed up for the course 
on "Prophets of Our Time: Bonhoeffer and Chardin". 


Teachers reported that denominational distinctions disappeared in the class- 
room. «© "The denominational identities of the students were completely lost — 
except for the habits of the nuns", said the Rev..Roger Fink, a Lutheran pastor 
who taught New Testament. 


Benefits derived by the students were two-fold: what they learned about the 
_ subject and what they learned of other-comnunions. 


Lay participants included businessmen, school teachers, housewives, social 
workers, salesmen and physicians... What they had in common, according to 
Father Rafferty, was an active interest in. Christianity. 


Faculty members were drawn from Presbyterian, Episcopal, Methodist, Lutheran 
and Roman Catholic churches and seminaries. EPS, Geneva 


REVISION OF SPANISH TEXTS REPORTED 
_TO JEWISH/CHRISTIAN SOCIETY 


(Madrid) ~ Spanish textbook publishers have accepted the suggestions of a 
commission established to revise textbooks which contained references offen- 
sive to Jews, according to a report by Francisco Riaza, secretary of the, 
Jewish-Christian Friendship Society. 


- Speaking at an assembly of the five~year-old society, Mr. Riaza noted that 
some publishers had even asked the commission to revise “other books of a 
rather more literary character". 


Out of a total of 159 elementary textbooks examined by the commission, 81% 
had been found to contain no objectionable material, he said. EPS, Geneva 
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ANGLICAN CHURCH BACKS 
LOWER AGE FOR MARRIAGE 


(London) - The Church of England favours a reduction of the age at which young 
people might marry without their parents" consent from 21 to 18. 


The announcement was made by the Bishop of Leicester (Dr. Ronald Williams) 
during a debate on the report of the Committee on the Age of Majority. 


Dr. Williams, chairman of the Church Assembly's Board for Social Responsibility, 
Said evidence showed that the parental veto was not working any more, and in 

an enormous number of cases was not exercised at all. During 1965, 40Z% of 

the brides in this country had been under 21. 


The bishop tended to stress not so much the earlier maturity of young peopie 
but, the completely changed social patterns in the country. In cases where 
parental permission was refused, he said, young couples frequently lived 
together although not married. 


The bishop also referred to 215 case histories which had come to the atten~ 
tion of church social workers, showing that after parental consent had been 
refused 77 had culminated in appeals to magistrates for permission to marry, 
and 54 of these had been granted. Such cases, Dr. Williams remarked, 
Suggested that, when looked at objectively, "refusal is often not based on 

a really wise and complete picture of the situation". EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN BISHOP CALLS FOR 
LOOK AT POLITICAL COMMITMENT 


(Hamburg) ~ In a report on "The Church and the Younger Generation", Dr. Hans- 
Otto W6lber, bishop of Hamburg, advocates a thorough examination of the 
thesis of Christian political commitment "to clarify our thinking about 

the form such commitment should take". 


The paper was given at a meeting of the Hamburg Synod. 


"I contest the view that the daily political struggle (for example, the ques- 
tion of whether Germany should be two states) can become a channel for the 
Church to. fulfil its political mission", he said. 


Bishop Wélber appealed to the Synod to examine with young people the 
Church's* political commitment. Protestant student groups, he said, had 
recently "given abundant proof that political differences divide the Church". 
In view of these developments, he expressed doubt that they still have a 
mandate from the Evangelical Church in Germany or from its member churches. 
"Possibly these groups no longer even have the mandate of the young Pro- 
testants at the universities", he said. 


He raised the question of whether the membership in Christian groups is 
falling because they engage so much in politics, or whether they are turning 
to politics because their membership is falling. EPS, Geneva 
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EUROPEAN CHURCHES DEBATE ROLE 
IN FURTHERING ECONOMIC JUSTICE 


(Basel) - Both governments and churches have a responsibility for increasing 

aid to developing nations, 40 Protestant and Orthodox churchmen from Eastern 

and Western Europe agreed when they met here November 27-30 in a consultation 
chaired by Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, retired WCC general secretary. 


The consultation on "The Churchds of Europe.and the Churches of Other Contin- 
ents" was called by the Conference of European Churches (CEC). 


The significance of the meeting consisted of the fact that representatives 
from other continents were asked to: help in defining the task of the 
European churches in the world today. Representatives of regional church 
councils in Asia, Africa and Latin America gave real dimensions to the theme 
of the meeting. The presence of spokesmen from two North American councils 
underlined the desire of European churches to ‘continue their co-operation 
with North American churches, especially in this time of crisis. 


The consultation proved that the churches of each continent can discern their 
specific task more clearly when they speak together with sister churches on 
other continents. 


Regional ecumenical councils in Asia, Africa and Latin America had submitted 
papers, at the request of CEC, outlining their attitudes and requests. 

Chief among these was a call for new relations with European churches, and 

a new sense of joint participation in the one mission of God on different 
continents, and in service to the world, especially the poor nations. 


The consultation responded by giving priority to the challenge of world 
poverty. The European churches were asked to contact their governments 

as they prepare for the coming conference on world trade at New Delhi organ- 
ised by the United Nations and urge upon them a close study of the recommenda- 
tions made by a recent conference of 77 nations in Algiers. Churches should 
give top priority to teaching members their responsibility for “world social 
justice", stressing particularly the moral imperatives for aid. EPS, Geneva 


ASTAN RADIO NETWORK FORCED 
TO POSTPONE BROADCASTS 


(Manila) - Launching of the South East Asia Radio-Voice has been postponed in- 
definitely because its antenna, located at Bulacan, Philippines, was severely 
damaged by winds from typhoon Wilma. 


SEARV had been scheduled to go on the air November 8 to communicate the Gospel 
to people throughout Asia via short-wave radio. 


This disappointing development came after months of preparation and testing. 
Now the testing has had to be suspended, according to Constantino E. Bernardez, 
executive director of SEARV with headquarters in Manila. 


SEARV was to serve Christian councils in six Asian countries through centres 
in Djakarta, Bangkok, Rangoon, Hong Kong; Taipei and Manila. EPS. Geneva 


No. 42 - 7th December, 1967 11 


BAVARIAN CHURCHES AGREE 
TO MIXED SCHOOLS 


(Munich) - Despite differences in their understanding of the Christian 
message, the Catholic and Protestant churches in Bavaria consider it possible 
to have joint education in accordance with Christian principles if it is 
supplemented by religious instruction in a definite confession. 


This is the conclusion expressed by Julius Cardinal Dépfner, Archbishop of 
Munich and Freising, and Dr. Hermann Dietzfelbinger, Lutheran bishop of Bav- 
aria, in a common statement of principles published here. 


Even though their interpretations of the Bible may differ on peripheral 
issues, the two communions have in common the Bible, the Ten Commandments, 
the Lord's Prayer, the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed. 


"We are convinced that. our Christian heritage enables us to undertake 
joint action in the sphere of education", the principles state. There is 
no wish to eliminate the differences. 


At a press conference representatives of both churches agreed that the 
"principles" are the first document on which agreement has been reached con- 
cerning the bases of joint Christian education. It is hoped that this 
"ecumenical document" will have an influence which extends outside Bavaria. 
EPS, Geneva 


BRITISH METHODIST/ROMAN CATHOLICS CONFER 


(London) - Some 300 Methodists and Roman Catholics met at Westminster Cathedral 
Hall December 2 in the first consultation of leaders of the two churches in 
Britain. — Presiding were Dr. Irvonwy Morgan, head of the Methodist Conference, 
and John Cardinal Heenan, Archbishop of Westminster. 


Local groups are to be encouraged to further ongoing discussion and fellow- 
ship. . And it was agreed that the Methodist Youth Department would arrange 
a joint youth conference for the autumn of 1968. EPS, Geneva 


REFORMED CHURCH ADOPTS 

NEW CODE OF CHURCH LAW 

(Budapest) - The General Synod of the Reformed Church in Hungary adopted by 
unanimous vote on November 15 the new constitution of the church. The draft 
o£ the new code had been elaborated by various committees over the last ten 
years. The new constitution replaces the Book of Church Law adopted in 1933. 


Present at the session was State Minister Jozef Prantner, president of the 
State Office for Church Affairs, who praised the good relations existing 
between the Hungarian People's Republic and the Reformed Church. 


Representatives of other Protestant churches and of the Ecumenical Council of 
Churches in Hungary also attended. 


Chapters in the new code deal with the constitution and government of the Church, 
ministers and their employment, Pastors’ Pensions Institute, church discipline 
and church courts. EPS, Geneva 
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COMPLETE EDITION OF BIBLE 
TO BE PUBLISHED IN USSR 


(New York) - The first complete edition of the Bible for popular use to be 
published by the Russian Orthodox Church since 1917 will be issued in late 
December, Metropolitan Nikodim of Leningrad and Ladogas, chairman of the 
Department of External Church Affairs for the Moscow Patriarchate, told 
officials of the American Bible Society here. | 


The metropolitan and two other representatives of ‘the Russian Church were in 
the U.S. on a three-week visit as guests of the Church of the Brethren. 


The projected new edition of the Russian-language Bible will be illustrated. 
It apparently will not be a new translation but a printing of a text already 
available. 


Metropolitan Nikodim said, "The Russian language is’ not subject to the rapid 
changes noted in other languages, so’ it is not so important for us to have a 
new translation". 


He said, however, that Russian theologians would "co-operate in arranging for 
new versions of translations as far as other languages are concerned. , 


"Besides printing the Bible, it (the Scripture) is being brought...to the 
conscience of ordinary Christians...by our Church with success", Metropolitan 
Nikodim stated. EPS, Geneva 


JOINT FORMULA DEVISED FOR 
ANGLICAN/ROMAN CATHOLIC WEDDING 


(London) - A joint formula for an Anglican-Roman Catholic wedding was used at 
a mixed marriage ceremony in Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford last week. 


The bride was a Roman Catholic, Miss Priscilla Fogarty, daughter of Prof. 
Michael Fogarty, a sociologist and economist. The bridegroom was Mr. Matthew 
Stallard, son of Canon F.H. Stallard, vicar of All Saints, Peterborough. 


The bridegroom's father and the bride's former parish priest, Fr. John Crozier, 
drew up the order of service between them. 


Fr. Crozier asked Miss Fogarty to make her responses to the Roman Catholic 
marriage vows, while Canon Stallard put the Anglican vows to his son, fr. Cro- 
zier pronounced the blessing and served as a witness. Canon Stallard led the 
prayers and acted as registrar. 


A dispensation had been granted by Pope Paul. While Mr. Stallard will remain 
an Anglican, he has givén permission for any children of the marriage to be 
brought up as Roman Catholics. EPS, Geneva 
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DEBATE ON REVOLUTION DRAWS 
OVERFLOW GENEVA AUDIENCE 


(Geneva) - The European interest in the question of revolution posed at the 
1966 World Conference on Church and Society continues unabated. 


Prof. Richard Shaull of Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton, New Jersey, 
who started the debate with his speech on "The Revolutionary Challenge to 
Church and Theology", drew an overflow audience when he returned to Geneva 
last week for a speech at Foyer John Knox, a church-sponsored student centre. 


"The time has come for a new Christian scandal, not in the realm of dognatics 
proper so much as in 'political theoldgy'", he said, using a term coined 
by Prof. Johann Metz, a German Roman Catholic theologian. 


"Ia our contemporary Western society we assume that technology represents the 
great revolution of our time, and that its amazing success in the mastery 

of the physical world will now be duplicated in the social order for the 
greater good of all", Shaull stated. 


Several Europeans at the Church and Society Conference acknowledged that 
society faced serious problems but said these could be solved within the 
given institutional structures. They were concerned about change and in- 
novation, but it must be ordered, rational, gradual change, which does not 
jeopardize the present system. 


"It's hidden assumption is that life moves upwards in spirals, that the 

lot of the dispossessed world can be improved without fundamentally upsettiag 
our position, and that the values and patterns of life we have developed will 
sooner or later be accepted by the rest of the world." 


"The time has come when there must arise within the Christian community a 
resounding No to all this", Shaull contended. "This pattern is inadequate 
for understanding the new realities around us. What it really offers is 

a new form of enslavement, the prospect of death under the suffocating 
weight of conformity and containment." 


Denying that he wanted to develop a "theology of revolution", Professor 
Shaull observed that "a revolutionary perspective and commitment is taking 
shape as some men and women relate their experience in the Christian con- 
munity and the symbols of Christian faith to the struggle in which they 

are engaged. The insights and perspectives emerging are authentic products 
of the Gospel, and that development may constitute a small sign of hope for 
the world", he stated. 


"Recent developments in theology centre around a theology of hope", said 
Shaull. "Christian symbols point to a God who goes ahead of us and who 

is bringing a new future into being. His word is essentially a word of 
promise that awakens in us the hope for a new future. Tt is a word that 
upsets. old stabilities, arouses dissatisfaction with the old order, and frees 


us to expect and serve the things that are to come. 


"The Christian understanding of history focuses on death and resurrection. 
The social order does not stand open to the future. Again and again it 


(more} 
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has to be broken open. When institutions become sclerotic, they have to 
be reproduced. 


"I believe that Christian faith can produce the type of person whose own 
inward experience of death and resurrection equips him to let the old die 
and be buried, and frees him to give form to new possibilities...." 


Prof. Josef Smolik of the Comenius Faculty of Theology in Prague spoke on 
"Revolutionary violence and the tyranny of a consumer economy". 


"The refusal to resort to revolutionary violence on the grounds that it is 
contrary to Christian faith is an act of Hypocrisy by those who fear that 
any fundamental change may compel them to lower their standard of living", 
he said. "Not only is the Christian message wrongly interpreted; it is 
monopolised by the rich countries for their own. advantage. 


"The Christian faith compels us to oppose systems that are unjust", Professor 


Smolik stated. "At the same time it opens up new horizons in which we dis 
cover the transcendent nature of the truth and justice revealed to us 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ." EPS, Geneva 


BEST-KNOWN U.S. CATHOLIC BISHOP: DIES 


(New York) - Francis Cardinal Spellman, best-known member of the American 
Roman Catholic hierarchy, died here December 2 at the age of 78. 


The Cardinal's pre-eminence stemmed from a combination of circumstances. 
These included his pervasive power in the Vatican, especially during the 
reign of Pius XII, the millions he collected yearly for the papal treasury, 
and his personal associations and friendships at the top levels of American 
government, business and industry. : 


He early acquired a reputation as a social and political conservative, which 
tended to obscure more liberal statements on racial discrimination and anti- 
Semitism. 


As military vicar to the armed forces he travelled hundreds of thousands of 
miles visiting American troops. During a visit to South Vietnam last Christ-, 
mas he asserted: "This war is, I believe, a war for civilization". He 
claimed that "less than victory is inconceivable". . These words, uttered as 
the Pope was striving for a Vietnam peace, evoked denunciation of. the 
Cardinal from within and without the church. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


No one from the Eastern or Midwestern Regions of Nigeria was able to attend 
the Women's Missionary Union of the Nigeria Baptist Convention. But each 
delegate present received the name of a person in one of the two regions 
for whom to pray. The names of pastors, churchwomen, and other leaders 
were given out, as well as some specific problem in the areas. The womeu 


said they understood the situation for. the first time after these dis- 
cussions. 


150, ROUTE DE FERNEY 
1211 GENEVA 20 SWITZERLAND 
TELEPHONE 33 3400 TELEX: 23423 
CABLES “OIKOUMENE”’” 


Ecumenical Press Service 


U.S. ENQUIRIES : 
WCC, 475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK 10027 


TEL, RIVERSIDE 9-4887 TELEX: 62 977 


PUBLISHED WEEKLY 


No. 43/34th Year 14th December, 1967 


Contents 


A Christmas message from World Council's General Secretary ......- 


Jordanian Christians cancel Christmas season festivities ......«e-e 


Joint WCC/RCC Working Group hears reports on common efforts Hineiter =e Gvale 


Roman’ Catholic theologians visit Russia: 9’. . 0s 8 Sok be ea es 


e 


CCIA director reports concern over South African trials .......-. 


Greek Church to publish 100,000 New Testaments ...%....see.eeees 


e Ww e 
i : 
Jee Old. Sl Sr OV Seu GN Ces ee ws ome NI 


Churchmen say all must act to meet world food crisis .....+..see- 
French Christians launch joint peace initiative ......<¢..+ see 


Dutch Baptists weigh ties with National Council of Churches ....... 


e 


Dutch bishop replies on inter-church communion . ........ss-ee-e 


Protestant/Roman Catholic council formed by Ohio churches ....... 


e 


Churches send assistance to Yugoslav quake victims . .......-se.- 


Lutherans in U.S. set $3 million urban building programme .......- 


German church sends help to FOCEUC AL eos co. ae pe ak Lene, olde Ele Ya! e oe ee 


U.S. Presbyterian document allows union congregations ......+-.-. 


Uses of inter-church aid in Latin America examined .......... 10 
Orthodox service held for Cardinal Spellman; 14), cntende cee a, (eae AO 
700 women seek 40 places in Mindolo homemaking course ......... ll 
Austrian church council to share responsibility for refugees ...... ell 
MOhiristiad cards" tepict Lite in slam areas oo ks. <i e ve cb 4s. ke ew eke 
Human rights year launched a eh a ee Se ee ee a Oe ee eee 


UD yb TS Oe ee ee ee er re ES ree She ere et ee ee oe ee ee TJ 


Publish kl der auspices: World Council of Churches + World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations . World Young 
Resen's eet Astoriatich - World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 


The aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
movements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment 


No. 43 - 14th December, 1967 2 


A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM 
WORLD COUNCIL'S GENERAL SECRETARY 


(Geneva) - Christmas is celebrated by many people besides Christians. In_ 
pre-Christian times the day was observed as the festival of lights - the 
victory of light over darkness. 


What began as an expression of hope that the “deathly dark of winter" had 
passed was transformed by the Early Church into a feast of awareness that 
God had sent his penetrating light into the muddled affairs of men ~ through 
the person of Jesus Christ. 


This year the turn of the season will give slight comfort to those caught 
in a. web of poverty and misery. But, they should derive comfort from the ~ 
knowledge that God chose to visit. his creation as one of us. 


Celebrating Christmas then is no mere momentary escape from the wars ot 
man, but a joyful proclamation of an open future. This is God's promise 
to all who accept and follow Christ in his peace-making ministry between 
man and God, and between one man and another. 


Thus Christmas is not limited to a privileged few but is given to all. people, 
for God's gifts are not restricted and his commands come to all. Therefore, 
we have abundant reason to wish each other a joyful Christmas! 


Eugene Carson Blake 
JORDANIAN CHRISTIANS CANCEL 


CHRISTMAS SEASON FESTIVITIES 


(Amman) - Leaders of the Christian communities in Jordan have issued a 
joint statement cancelling all non-liturgical festivities associated with 
the Christmas season. 


The statement referred to the "difficult circumstances" in Jordan following 
the Arab-Israeli war last June. It urged Jordanian Christians not to visit. 
Holy Places which are now under Israeli rule. 


Although it did not mention Israel by name, the statement was interpreted 
as a reply to an invitation Israeli leaders had given Christian Arabs of 
Jordan to visit Israeli~occupied Bethlehem for Christmas. 


The joint statement was signed by Greek Orthodox Bishop Theodoros; 
Archimandrite Anushvan, head of the Armenian Apostolic community; Father 
Butrus Tuna, head of the Assyrian Orthodox community; Latin Rite Catholic 
Bishop Neemeh Simaan, Auxiliary in charge of Jordan for the Jerusalem 
Latin Patriarchate; Melkite Catholic Bishop Mikhayl Assaf; Pastor Shafiq 
Fara, leader of the Arab Evangelical community; and Father Sarkis Ozonian, 
who heads the Armenian Catholic community. 


Their statement said: 


"The difficult circumstances in which our dear Jordanian homeland finds 
itself and the painful condition of our brother refugees make it appropriate 
for us to cancel festivities and social ceremonies on the occasion of Christ- 
mas, the New Year and the Epiphany, and to be content. with religious services 
and prayers in churches. 


"We recommend to all our sons that during this religious season they do not 
visit the Holy Places which are still under occupation." EPS, Geneva 
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JOINT WCC/RCC WORKING GROUP 
HEARS REPORTS ON COMMON EFFORTS 


(Assisi) - Reorganisation of the 14-member Joint Working Group of the World 
Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church was discussed when the 
group held its sixth meeting here the first week in December. One sugges 
tion was that the JWG play a more:positive role in co-ordinating the growing 
number of common activities. | However, the group will continue the explora- 
tory function for which it was set up. 


It was also suggested that the principles governing co-operation between the 
two bodies - especially the meaning of the much-used phrase “the one-ness 

of the ecumenical movement" - should be the object of a broader study outside 
the framework of the JWG. 


The scope for collaboration between the two bodies has expanded considerably 
since the setting up of the Pontifical Commission on Justice and Peace and 
the Council for the Laity in the Roman Catholic Church. These two fields 
of work figured prominently in the Assisi discussions. ~— | 


"Social concerns are Christian concerns, part of the Gospel witness, and 
hence the concerns of all Christians", said the JWG. Plans for a joint 
conference on "Programme Proposals for World Development" (EPS No. 38), now 
to be held in Beirut, Lebanon next yisitincsdenaioie reported and warmly welcomed. 


The Third World Congress. for the Lay Apostolate held recently in Rome 
opened up new yg eee of ecumenical collaboration among the laity, not 
least among women's organisations and young people. After hearing a report 
on this congress, the Joint Group adopted several ‘proposals for extending 
and deepening collaboration. 


As a result of co-operative activity in the area of inter-church aid, it 

was recently possible to send, on two hours’ notice, a planeload of relief 
sapplies to victims of a flood in Portugal. The human suffering brought 
about by the war in Vietnam is also providing an opportunity for co-operative 
action ‘between Roman Catholic agencies and service agencies related to the 
World Council of Churches. 


The meeting of the Joint Working Group was shbtted by the Most Rev. J.G.M. 
Willebrands, secretary of the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, 

and Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary. . Members of the group 
were joined by Msgr. Joseph Gremillion, secretary of the Pontifical Commis- 
sion on Justice and Peace; Fr. Thomas Stransky and Canon W.A. Purdy, staff 
members of the Secretariat for Christian Unity; the Rev. Dominique Micheli, 
assistant WCC general secretary; and Miss Rosemary Goldie, under-secretary 
of the Council on the Laity. EPS, Geneva 


ROMAN CATHOLIC THEOLOGIANS VISIT RUSSIA 


(Rome) - Bishop Jan Willebrands, secretary of the Vatican Secretariat for 
Christian Unity, has arrived in Moscow leading a delegation of Roman Catholic 
theologians. Invited by Patriarch Alexei, head of the Russian Orthodox Church, 
their visit is part of the regular contacts being developed between Rome and 
individual Orthodox churches. The group will hold conversations with professors 
at the Theological Academy, Leningrad. EPS, Geneva 
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CCIA DIRECTOR REPORTS CONCERN 
OVER SOUTH AFRICAN TRIALS 


(New York) - Many expressions of concern have come from within the WCC con- 
stituency about the fate of 35 Southwest Africans now being tried for treason 
by the Republic of South Africa (EPS No. 40). 


The concern is reported in a letter which was sent to the Hon. Mattys I. 
Botha, Permanent Representative to the U.N. for South Africa, by Dr. 0. Fred- 
erick Nolde, director of the WCC's Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs. 


"Our present disturbance arises not only from our concern for the members 
of our churches involved in the trials whose very lives may be in jeopardy", 
wrote Dr. Nolde, “but also from the conviction that highest legal standards 
must be observed if peace and comity are to prevail". 


The CCIA official cited the fact that the 35 Southwest Africans are reportedly 
being tried at Pretoria on the basis of acts committed before the enactment 
of the Terrorism Act of 1967. 


"The retroactive application of a law is contrary to canons of justice 
generally accepted in civilized countries, as well as to the letter and 
spirit of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights", Dr. Nolde's letter 
points out. "We have previously expressed our respect for the integrity 
of the Superior Courts of South Africa. We trust that in this instance 

as well their action will be taken on the basis of internationally accepted 
legal principles." 


On trial are 35 Ovambo tribesmen from Southwest Africa, most of whom are 
reported to be members of the Evangelical Lutheran Ovambokavango Church or 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southwest Africa. Originally they: 
numbered 37, but one died and another was acquitted after their arrest the 
latter part of 1966. 


A 41-page indictment charges the tribesmen engaged in alleged subversive 
activities "with the intent to endanger the maintenance of law and order" 
in the territory. 


Dr. Nolde asked the South African representative to make the content of the 
letter known to his government, and noted that copies were being sent to the 
U.N. Secretary General and officers of the WCC. EPS, Geneva 


GREEK CHURCH TO PUBLISH 
100,000 NEW TESTAMENTS 


(Athens) - The Holy Synod of the Greek Orthodox Church will publish 100,000 
copies of the New Testament in the ancient Greek text, Archbishop Ieronymos 
of Athens and All Greece said the aim was to have the New Testament in every 
Greek home. Printing and circulation will be handled by the Church's Home 
Mission branch. A plea was made to the’Orthodox: community to purchase 
copies as gifts for schools, hospitals and other institutions. 

. EPS; Geneva 
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CHURCHMEN SAY ALL MUST ACT | 
TO MEET WORLD FOOD CRISIS | 


(Belgrade) - The mobilisation of all people’ to end hunger, ignorance, and | 
disease was one of the calls made. by more than 100 churchmen from Eastern | 
and Western Europe who met here ‘December 4-9 to discuss inter-church aid 

in Europe. 


The consultation, arranged by the World Council of Churches’ Division of 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, was the first to be concerned 
specifically with European inter-church aid. Other such consultations 
have been on the world level or regional consultations for Asia = Africa. 


Because the meeting was in Belgrade and no visas are required by Yugoslavia 
this year, there was greater participation by Eastern European churches ~ 
than at any previous divisional consultation. Churches in Yugoslavia, Czech- 
oslovakia, Hungary, Bulgaria, Rumania, and the USSR were represented as well : 
as those in Western Europe. Four Roman Catholics took part in the discus~ | 
sions. 


One of the recommendations from the meeting was that “wherever possible the 
World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church should express their 
concern jointly to governments and inter-governmental agencies" in matters 
concerning development aid. 


Another suggestion was that the "minority churches" and the Orthodox churches 
might lend members to.ecumenical teams and other agencies for service 
projects. Agencies might also second staff to governmental and inter- 
governmental organisations. 


Attention was drawn to the possibility that East European countries might 
participate in material aid. The Division was urged to take all possible 
steps to encourage the churches there to develop this form of inter-church 
aid. 


A direct link must be created between fund-raising for developing countries 
and the education of prospective givers. "Without this link", it was said, 
"there can be little hope of influencing policies of development at the 
national and international levels. 


"Concrete projects, if reports are received, will assist in a better under- 
standing on the part of donating countries of the conditions of life, of 
the causes of under-development, and the problems to be solved locally, 
nationally and internationally. In this process of communication between 
churches, the churches in the developing. countries will be serving those in 
the developed countries which need this service." 


Other topics discussed at the consultation included responsible parenthood, 
care of the aged, and the welfare of migrant workers. 


Representatives of some of the minority churches expressed the wish that 
the WCC would reconsider its regulation concerning the minimum number of 
members required for admission to the ecumenical fellowship. 


(more) 
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During the consultation participants gained an insight into church life in 
Yugoslavia by means of worship services and by visits to inter-church aid. 


' projects including those of Orthodox, Baptist, and Reformed churches. 
EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH CHRISTIANS LAUNCH 
JOINT PEACE INITIATIVE 


(Paris) - An inter-confessional appeal for peace has been drawn up by Prot- 
estant, Roman Catholic and Orthodox leaders: in France for submission to 
civic authorities throughout, the country between December 10 and 17... 


The French Protestant Federation, the Plenary Assembly of the French Epis- 
copate, the Committee for the Lay Apostolate, and Orthodox leaders joined 
in formulating a document that was to be handed to the administrator of 
every region and the mayor of every town during the "Week of Peace". 


Stressing the menace of war hanging over the whole world, the statement 
Said in part: 


"In this season of Advent as we await the birthday of Him whom the prophets 
called "the Prince of Peace", Christians cannot remain silent. Catholics, 
Protestants and Orthodox unite in a joint witness concerning the problem of 
peace in order to bring it to the attention of the authorities of our country. 


"War must be banned for ever from international relations. It is contrary 
to the law of God and the teachings of Jesus Christ. It is always inhuman, 
it wastes the wealth which is indispensable for the lives of the poor. 


"In the absence of free, frank dialogue, arbitration is the only means of 
remedying the most flagrant disorders. We repeat: justice is not achieved 
through violence, and peace can only be the fruit of justice in love." 


The signers committed themselves to be "artisans of peace in our relations 
with foreigners and our compatriots, and first of all in our relations with 
one another, since we all acknowledge the same Saviour". EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH BAPTISTS WEIGH TIES 
WITH NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


(Riislikon, Switzerland) - Dutch Baptists will consider in their annual 
assembly next spring what their relationship will be to the newly emerging 
national Council of Churches in the Netherlands. The new.council will re-_ 
place the 20-year-old Ecumenical Council and will include more churches, 
notably the Roman Catholic Church and the Reformed Churches in the Nether- 
lands. 


The new national council, although it would have fraternal contacts with. the 
World Council of Churches, would not actually be associated with it. 


When the Union of Baptist Churches in the Netherlands voted several years 
ago to withdraw its membership from the WCC, there was a strong minority 
voting against the action. EPS, Geneva 
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DUTCH BISHOP REPLIES ON 
INTER-CHURCH COMMUNION 


(London) - Officials of the Roman Catholic diocese of Haarlem in the Nether- 
lands have refused to condemn a highly criticised Eucharistic service con- 
celebrated by a Roman Catholic priest and a Dutch Reformed minister in the 
town of Venhuizen, 


The concelebration had been arranged by Fr. H.G. Kwakman of St. Luke's Church 
and Pastor J. Lugtigheid of the local Reformed Church to mark the closing 
of a joint Catholic-Protestant "week of peace" observed across the nation. 


The priests assigned by Bishop Theqdore Zwartkruis to investigate the case 
emphasised, however, that such concelebrations can be allowed only in 
exceptional cases. 


Lay Participation Proposed 


While major strides are being made in ecumenism among Roman Catholic and Pro- 
testant leaders in the Netherlands, it is feared that much of the discussion 
is going over the heads of the faithful. 


This concern was expressed at a recent two-day study conference in Utrecht 
which drew about 200 Catholics and Protestants. One of the proposals they 
placed before the Catholic bishops and the Protestant Dutch Council of Churches 
was that individual parishes should be given more latitude to practise inter- 
communion. 


Other proposals urged acknowledgement of each other's ministries, respect 
for mixed marriages and recognition of the validity of all Christian baptisms. 


Decisions of the Utrecht meeting, ratified by a. two-thirds majority, include: 


- A national church council should be set up, to include representation 
by the "non-theologians" in all churches, so that the voices of the 
ordinary members can be heard; 


- Individual churches should give persons and small groups the freedom 
to prastise inter-communion as a step towards eventual Christian 
unity. EPS. Geneva 


PROTESTANT/ROMAN CATHOLIC COUNCIL 
FORMED BY OHIO CHURCHES 


(Columbus, Ohio) - On January 1 a new Metropolitan Area Church Board will 
begin functioning here. Representing the merger of the Columbus Area 
Council of Churches and the Inter-Church Board for Metropolitan Affairs, the 
new corporation brings together ten Protestant denominations in central Ohio, 
the Columbus Diocese of the Roman Catholic Church and the Columbus Area 
Council of Churches. 


The new agency plans a greatly expanded programme. This calls for a new 
director of pastoral services, a research and planning division, and an 
enlarged project development budget and a director of development. 

EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES SEND ASSISTANCE TO 
YUGOSLAV QUAKE VICTIMS 


(Belgrade) - An appeal for $30,000 to buy winterised tents for families made 
homeless by the recent Yugoslav earthquake has been made by the World Council 
of Churches’ Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. An 
immediate payment of $10,000 was advanced to the Yugoslav Red Cross in the 
confidence that the full sum will be subscribed by the Division's inter- 
related agencies. 


The action was taken here during a consultation on inter-church aid in Europe 
(see page 5). Even before the appeal went out, the churches in Germany, 
through the "Bread for the World" campaign, had drawn from their emergency 
stocks and sent by train to Yugoslavia 300 tents, 1,800 blankets, 1,800 
sheets, 1,900 towels, 1,800 cots, and five tons of clothing. 


Cash given in response te DICARWS's appeal will be used by the Yugoslav Red 
Cross. to buy tents large enough to shelter seven to eight persons; these 
are available in Yugoslavia at about $70 each. 


It will not be possible to rebuild the damaged area until after the winter. 
However, the government has indicated it hopes to handle this job without 
outside help. 


Geoffrey Murray, DICARWS's information officer, visited the earthquake area, — 
about 100 miles southwest of Skopje, scene of the 1963 catastrophe. He 
reported to the consultation that, although the casualty’ roll had been merci~ 
fully light, the number of homeless appeared to be considerably greater than 
had at first been thought. This was because the mountain villages were 
often cut off bv deep snow and messages had to be sent by horseback. 


Seventy-one villages with a population of 50,000 had been affected instead of 
the 39 villages (18,000 inhabitants) originally reported. © Although official 
surveys of all these places had not been possible, it was known that many 
people were living out of doors in shelters contrived out of the wreckage. 
More than 60 per cent of the houses were believed to be wrecked or badly 
damaged.’ + 


In Debar, largest town in the area, the weather was bitterly cold with some 
snow. In one damaged house 18 people were sleeping and cooking in one room.. 
One small tent had 17 people and their cooking stove; another larger tent 
sheltered eight families ~- 41 men, women, and children. .Most families were 
cooking out of doors. 


Since the earthquake, five days earlier, three children were reported to have 

died from exposure. Priority was therefore given to shelters which would 

enable the homeless to survive the winter. Meanwhile, about 500 mothers 

and babies had been evacuated to Red Cross holiday camps. in the neighbourhood. 
. EPS, Geneva 
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LUTHERANS IN U.S. SET $3 MILLION 
URBAN BUILDING PROGRAMME 


(New York) - Appropriations totalling $3 million were approved by the Lutheran 
Church in America's Board of American Missions for a two-year urban building 
programme in strategic inner-city areas. 


Of the total, $1 million was earmarked for 1968 and $2 million for 1969. 
Previously, urban construction projects totalled only about $500,000 annually. 


The expanded urban property fund will be used to purchase and renovate inner 
city properties. Where properties are bought, the board will hold title and 
where possible charge rent. Where renovation is needed, money will be provided 
through long-term loans. Immediate attention will be given to Philadelphia, 
New York, and northern New Jersey. 


In a related action, the board named the Rev. Massie L. Kennard, co~pastor of 
Augustana Lutheran church in Washington, D.C., as its first secretary for ) 


urban personnel. The post was created mainly to encourage Negroes in urban | 
centres to consider careers as ministers, parish and field workers, or lay 
assistants connected to urban congregations. EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN CHURCH SENDS 
HELP TO PORTUGAL 


(Stuttgart) - Tents, blankets, sheets, towels, clothes and stretchers for _ 
sick and injured flood victims in Portugal have been sent by the Diaconal head- 
quarters of the Evangelical Church in Germany (in co-operation with the Catholic 
Caritas in Germany). Pastor) Lothar Kiihl of the German Protestant Church in 
Lisbon, reports that a large number of flood victims are Protestants. 


German military authorities transported the relief supplies to Lisbon free of 
charge. Three flights were made and 9,000 kilogrammes of equipment trans- 
ported, nearly half of which was supplied by Diaconal headquarters. 

EPS, Geneva 


U.S. PRESBYTERIAN DOCUMENT 
ALLOWS UNION CONGREGATIONS 


(New York) - If the document providing for union of the Presbyterian Church 
U.S. (Southern) and the Reformed Church in America is approved, it will be 
possible for the resulting church to form union congregations with the United 
Presbyterian Church, a third body. 


The union of the two existing churches would result in the Presbyterian Re- 
formed Church in America. Decisions to proceed with the plans were made last 
summer by assemblies of both churches. 


No provision has as yet been made for union presbyteries or synods, 


The committee drawing up a plan of union has recommended a single governing 
body for local congregations. The consistory or board of officers would be 
composed of pastors, associate pastprs and elders. (laymen). The position 

of deacon would be abolished. EPS, Geneva 
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USES OF INTER-CHURCH AID 
IN LATIN AMERICA EXAMINED 


(Piriapolis, Uruguay) - "The aim of inter-church aid has always. been to make 
human life more tolerable and to bring hope where none existed....It would 
therefore be hypocritical if it ignored the essential problems of structures 
which lead to poverty, injustice and underdevelopment." 


These words of the Rev. Theo Tschuy, secretary for Latin America in the WCC's 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service, were contained in a 


speech given December 11 inaugurating a series of ecumenical consultations 
here. 


Noting that the Food and Agriculture Organisation predicts a world-wide famine 
by 1980, Mr. Tschuy said that time is short. The churches who. give aid 
through the ecumenical movement must take their bearings afresh to see ‘how 
they can promote social justice on a world level. 


“The Church must commit itself to specific, speedy action at certain focal 
points where Bie ty can be achieved out of all proportion to the smaliness 
of the resources", Mr. Tschuy proposed. "The Church must make society 
realise that the structures are fundamentally wrong and must urge their re= 
newal through effective co-operative action." 


Continuous theological reflection is needed about the nature of revolution, 
he said, pier iesbapibe ts: it as an integral part of God's continuous creation. 


He made a special ene that churches and organisations be willing to partici~ 
pate financially in projects. Where external help is necessary, it should 
be used to cover only part of the cost for a limited period of time. 


Turning to the concept of "community development", the inter-church ‘aid 
secretary stated that some see it as an instrument for social improvement, 
others believe it can help avoid revolution, while still others think it 
requires radical changes in the structures of the community. He suggested 
that the churches should help to establish an adequate definition of the 
dimensions of development in the light of Latin American need today. 

EPS, Geneva 


ORTHODOX SERVICE HELD 
FOR CARDINAL SPELLMAN 


(New York) - Archbishop Iakovos, Greek Orthodox Primate of North and South 
America, conducted a service for the late Francis Cardinal Spellman, arch- 


bishop of New York, in front of the main altar of St. Patrick's Cathedral 
where the body lay in state. 


The archbishop led eight Orthodox priests in a Trisagion or prefuneral 


requiem in which he prayed for the soul of the cardinal in both Greek and 
English. 


It was, he said, the first Orthodox service to be conducted for a Roman: 
Catholic prelate by Eastern Orthodoxy since the two branches of Christianity 
issued mutual ex-communications of each other nine centuries ago. It was 
made possible when Pope Paul VI and Athenagoras I, Ecumenical Patriarch ot 
Constantinople, lifted the excommunication simultaneously December 7, 1965. 
EPS, Geneva 
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700 WOMEN SEEK 40 PLACES 
IN MINDOLO HOMEMAKING COURSE 


(Kitwe, Zambia) - More than 700 women have applied to attend the six-month 
course given by the Women's Training Centre here, and only 40 places are 
available. The residential course begins in January. 


Applicants will be chosen from two groups: those who have had little 

opportunity for previous schooling, and women whose husbands are in’ leader- 
ship positions and who need help to take their place beside their husbands. 
Students need not be church members, since the course is designed to serve 
the nation as a whole. Each woman is allowed to bring one child with her. 


The Women's Training Centre is part of the Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation, 
started in 1958 "to relate the Christian faith to all aspects of life in 
the emerging nations of Africa" 


Now that more and more families are moving to the cities, women are no 
longer needed to plant, tend and harvest the crops. In the urban setting 
oe. have little part to play since their husbands are the wage earners. 


The aim of the Mindolo course is to equip women to run their homes, lead 
their people in the Christian life, and strengthen the witness of the Church. 


The curriculum covers: the message of the Bible, family life and ‘a Christian 


view of marriage, leading in worship, English, cooking, health, sewing, 
knitting and handiwork. 


In addition to the six-month course,a four-month one is offered for those 
of Standard III education and below. 


Mindolo also has a "School on Wheels" which operates within a 50-mile radius 
by means of a six-wheel lorry. The courses last ten weeks. EPS, Geneva 


AUSTRIAN CHURCH COUNCIL TO SHARE 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR REFUGEES 


(Vienna) - The Ecumenical Council of Churches in Austria agreed on November 28 
to assume responsibility for administering programmes for refugees in Austria 
that have formerly been carried on by the World Council of Churches' Refugee 
Service. 


In making this announcement, the WCC emphasised that it is not withdrawing 
from refugee work in Austria. In a double sense its member churches remain 
very much in the picture. 


The churches, through their support of the WCC's Refugee Programme, have under- 
taken full support of the Austrian programme and also will continue to provide 
the channel for funds from inter-governmental and national agencies, such as 

the International Committee for European Migration (ICEM) and the United States’ 
Refugee Programme (USRP). 


The Austrian Ecumenical Council will delegate responsibility for the practical 
work for refugees in Western Austria to Servitas Dienst am Ndchsten and to 

the Innere Mission, Vienna. The Ecumenical Council will assist those wishing to 
emigrate and will also carry a caseload of 1,670 persons in need of welfare 
assistance and integration. EPS, Geneva 
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‘CHRISTIAN CARDS' DEPICT 
LIFE IN SLUM AREAS 


(St. Paul, Minnesota) - "This year don't send a Christmas card", advised the 
Catholic Inter-racial Council of the Twin Cities,’ "send a Christian card". 


Christian cards "to give disturbed Christians a voice" are the unique project 
of the council, which last year sold nearly 200,000. This year the council 
expects to double the number with a six-card assortment depicting life in 

the nation's slums. 


The project originated in 1964 with a group of seminarians at Nazareth Hall 
Seminary in Arden Hills, who had spent the summer in Mississippi taking part 
in voter registration. 


"They felt there should be a way for the modern Christian to speak out against 
the social injustices pervading the world, especially at Christmas when most 
Christians are lulled into a euphoric feeling that all is right with the world”, 
a council spokesman said. 


The first card was a photo of a small Negro boy standing in a Harlem back-yard 
full of débris, his hands resting on a rusty bedspring. The card's message 
was: "Christ is here: Go to meet Him". 


The seminarians were unable to continue with the project and it was eventually 
taken over by the Catholic Inter-racial Council. EPS, Geneva 


HUMAN RIGHTS YEAR 
LAUNCHED 


(London) - International Human Rights Year - which aims to secure recognition 
and- observance of human rights throughout the world - was launched December 10 
when meetings and services were held all over Britain. 


A call for the improvement of race relations from the Archbishop of Cantec- 
bury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, signalled the opening of the campaign. ‘It marks 
the 20th anniversary of the proclamation of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights by the United Nations. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The 14th German Protestant Kirchentag is to be held in;Stuttgart from July 16- 
20, 1969. At a meeting in Frankfurt the officers accepted an invitation 
issued by Bishop Erich Eichele, with the concurrence of the Synod of Wiirttemberg. 


* * * 


Thirty priests from Ethiopian Orthodox parishes in Addis Ababa:have completed 
a one-year course sponsored by the Patriarchate. Diplomas were given out 

to 18 graduates by Acting Patriarch Abuna Theophils at ceremonies in November 
One graduate returns to Gishen Mariam monastery in Lasta, and six have gone 
to Illubabor Province at the request of His Grace Abuna Kyrillos to do 
evangelistic work on the border of Sudan. 


x * & 
EPS, Geneva 
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POPE PAUL ADVOCATES DAY OF PEACE; 
WCC, LUTHERANS RESPOND 


(Rome/Geneva) - A proposal that January 1, 1968 be celebrated as a Day of: 
Peace throughout the world was made by Pope Paul VI in ‘a message issued 
December 8. The appeal was addressed to "all true friends of peace". 


Elsewhere in the text the hope was expressed that the Day of Peace might be 
celebrated on the first day of every year. 


The Pope's message was transmitted to all governments and churches of the 
world. 


Special attention was called to international organisations set up to further 
"reciprocal respect between nations, brotherhood between peoples, collaboration 
between races". The "Peace Day" must honour these institutions, it was said, 
and surround their work with prestige, confidence and a sense of expectation. 


The necessity of defending peace in the face of dangers which always threaten 
it, was stressed. Also noted was the danger of violence "into which some 
populations allow themselves to be drawn by desperation at not having their 
right to life and human dignity recognised, the danger of recourse to frightful 
weapons of extermination... the danger of believing that international contro~ 
versies cannot be resolved by the ways of reason". é 


To prevent the message from being used by pacifists, the Pope expressed the hope 
that "exaltation of the ideal of peace may not favour the cowardice of those 

who fear it may be their duty to give their life for the service of their 
country. | 


"Peace is not pacifism; it does not mask a base and slothful concept of life, 
but it proclaims the highest and most universal values of life: truth, justice, 
freedom, love." 


The World Council of Churches, under the signatures of Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, 
chairman of the Central Committee, and Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general sec- 
retary, agreed to call the attention of member churches to the Pope's proposal . 
that January 1, 1968 be observed as a Day of Peace. It reminded them, in 
addition, that prayer and action are demanded every day of the year if peace is 
to be built and if it is to endure. 


However, it took issue with the Pope's warning on the danger of violence. 


"Disturbances in many countries and regions arise when human dignity is not recog- 
nised and human rights are not observed", said the WCC statement. "Those of 


us who do not suffer under any tyranny must be slow to judge even the violent 
responses of men who do suffer. 


"The Universal Declaration of Human Rights warns that, if man is not to be com- 
pelled to have recourse as a last resort to rebellion against tyranny and 
oppression, human rights should be protected by the rule of law. - Concerted 
and far more speedy action, both national and international, is therefore | 
required to ensure the protection of human rights", said the WCC officers. 


(more) 
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The statement also challenged the condemnation of pacifists. It said: "Love 
for peace and commitment to justice mean for some that they must be ready to 
establish or defend them with force of arms... for others war and the methods 

of warfare may burden their consciences so heavily that the same love for 

peace and the same commitment to justice force them to refuse military service," 


(The full text of the WCC officers’ message appears at the end of EPS.) 


Lutheran Response 


The Lutheran World Federation noted that "the proclamation of peace also demands 
obedient action". It called for "common conversation as to how the churches 
can make a concrete contribution to the securing of peace". 


The LWF statement was signed by Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz of Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
president, and Dr. André Appel of Geneva, general secretary. 


"The LWF welcomes the proposal of the Pope", the statement said, "though we 
cannot accept some of the statements in the appeal". Noting that New Years 
services in Lutheran churches always include special intercessions for peace, 
the officers expressed the hope that this year added emphasis will be given to 
this cause because "peace is so seriously threatened". 


ROME CORRESPONDENT COMMENTS 


(Geneva) - The Rome correspondent for the Genevoise daily newspaper La Tribune 
commented in his report on the Pope's message: "Everybody in Rome regretted 
that it was not decided.to publish a joint statement about peace with Ecumenical 
Patriarch Athenagoras and the Archbishop of Canterbury. Such a statement 
would have had more weight." 


The reporter, Jacques Ferrier, expressed particular interest in the reference 
to pacifism and military service since it seemed to contradict previous papal 
declarations. "One thought on reading the encyclical Populorum progressio 
that Pope Paul was giving support to conscientious objectors. . Now we, see 
that this was wrong because the Pope underlines that peace cannot. be based 
‘on a false rhetoric of words'. He says further that ‘peace may not favour 


cowardice...'." EPS, Geneva 


SPAIN EXTENDS DEADLINE 
ON RELIGIOUS LAW 


(Madrid) - The Spanish Government has agreed to a five-month extension of the 
deadline for the controversial registration of non-Catholic groups under the 
new religious freedom law. 


The extension is designed to provide additional time for the government and 
Protestant and Jewish groups to find a generally acceptable registration 
formula. 


Under the law, which. granted non-Catholics the legal right to worship freely 
and publicly in Spain for the first time in 475 years, the Protestant, Jewish 
and other religious minority groups had been ordered to register as "con- 
fessional associations" by December 31 in order to enjoy the new liberty. 


’e s =... 
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The law was approved in June by the Cortes (Parliament). 


Several Protestant churches protested, however,’ that the registration requiré- 
ments violated both their principles and the spirit of the Vatican Council's 
decree on religious freedom. In October the Baptists advised their churches 
and ministers not to register (EPS No. 34). RPS, Geneva 


JORDAN GOVERNMENT HELPS CHURCHES 
AIRLIFT TENTS FOR REFUGEES 


(Geneva) - The Jordanian Government has contributed $10,000 (£24,000) to help 
the Worid Council of Churches airlift 500 heavy-duty tents from Karachi, 
Pakistan to Amman, Jordan for refugees encamped in the Jordan Valley who now 
face bitter winter weather. 


The tents, manufactured in Pakistan, are being purchased with part of the tunds 
contributed to the $2,000,000 WCC appeal on behalf of the victims of the Arab~ 
Israeli war (EPS No. 23). By buying the tents in Pakistan, a developing 
country in need of trade has also been helped. 


In handing over the Jordan Government's cheque the Minister for Labour and Social 
Welfare, Mr. Saleh Burqan, said: "I particularly wish.to. thank you for the way 
you are cooperating in the service of Jordanians, both now and before the June 
war. We are very glad to help in transporting these tents. Many of the tents 
in the Jordan Valley are useless now, even for the mildly bad weather this 
month," 


Distribution of the tents is being handled by the Near East Council of Churches, 
one of the inter-related agencies of the World Council of Churches. The NECC's 
Refugee Committee conducts & comprehensive programme for those in distress in 
its area and is one of the chief recipients of funds given in response to the © 
WCC's $2,000,000 emergency appeal. 


About 55,000 refugees are under canvas in the Jordan Valley. When the wind 
blows, they take turns gripping the tent poles. Some of the tents that were 
in use during the early period of the emergency were designed for holiday ~ 
camping in Europe and the USA, and they have blown down and must be replaced. 
EPS, Geneva 


FORMER REFORMED MLNISTER ORDAINED 
IN SPECIAL ROMAN CATHOLIC’ RITE 


(Nijmegen, Holland) - The Roman Catholic Bishop of Den Bosch has ordained 

Prof. H. van der Linde, who had been a minister of the Dutch Reformed Church and 
was at one time study secretary of the Ecumenical Council. Now Dr. van der 
Linde teaches history and ecumenics at the University of Nijmegen. 


The ordination, attended by the wite and cnildren ot the ordinand, took piace 
according to a specially conceived rite. Dr. van der Linde was not given the 


ordination of a sub-deacon or deacon because he had already been a minister of 
the Dutch Reformed Church. 


Another unusual element in the service was that the vu:dinand gave the wvospel and 
chalice to the bishop rather than vice versa. This recognised the fact that 

he had administered these sacraments while a Dutch Reformed minister and will now 
perform these duties within the context of the Roman Catholic Church and in 
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WCC TEAM MEETS WITH NATIONAL LEADERS 
OF PONTIFICAL COMMISSION ON JUSTICE AND PEACE 


(Brussels) - Seven WCC-appointed observers attended a working meeting of 65 
leaders of national Roman Catholic Commissions on Justice and Peace for North 
America and Europe. Organised by the Pontifical Commission on Justice and 
Peace, the meeting was held here Detember 13-15. 


The theme of the meeting was "The role of the Church in developed countries in 
promoting justice, development and peace in the world". 


The group was seeking to develop national campaigns of study, education, and 
action on world development. Of special concern was the need for ecumenical 
cooperation in carrying forward these plans. Meeting with the national 
leaders were a distinguished group of Roman Catholic theologians and laymen 
including Lady Jackson (Barbara Ward), Mr. Auguste Vanistendael, and Mgr. 
Joseph Gremillion, secretary of the Pontifical Commission. Chairman of the 
meeting was Leo Cardinal Suenens. 


The participation of WCC representatives was a consequence of the close ecumenical 
collaboration that has characterised the Pontifical Commission and has already 
influenced many of the activities of the national commissions. 


Reporting on the results of the working meeting, the Rev. Paul Abrecht, one of 
the WCC observer-participants, said: "The Brussels Conference of the Pontifical 
Commission emphasised the importance: of ecumenical cooperation with Roman 
Catholics at the national as well as the international level. These discussions 
of the Christian responsibility for world economic development in relation to 
missions, to inter-church aid, and to questions of international justice and 
peace are much the same as those within WCC member churches. 


"These international and national leaders were eager to hear how we in the WCC 
were approaching these problems and wanted closer cooperation with us in the 
future. Also they expressed interest in re-examining the theological and 
biblical basis on which all our thinking about man and society in relation 

to development rests. 


“Our WCC member churches are obliged to think: anew today about the form and 
content of their cooperation with Roman Catholics in this area." 


‘Members of the WCC delegation were Mr. Max Kohnstamm, chairman, Mr. Abrecht 
(Department on Church and Society), Miss Madeleine Barot (Inter-Church Aid), 
Mr. Axel von dem Bussche (Church and Society), Pastor Michel Wagner (French 
CIMADE), Oberkirchenrat Gunter (EKID), Miss Janet Henderson (Christian Aid, 
U.K.). EPS, Geneva 
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UNSTRUCTURED UNITY BEST FOR LATIN AMERICA, 
ARGENTINE EDUCATOR TELLS FRIENDS OF WCC 


(New York) - While Latin American Protestantism is unhappy with its divisions 
and acknowledges the need for the denominations to consult with each other,. 
attempts to create continent-wide structures of unity backfire because they 
arouse the ever-latent fear of domination. 


To meet this problem, the Rev. Dr. José Miguez-Bonino suggested an unstructured, 
highly de~centralised strategy for unity. 


Dr. Miguez-Bonino, visiting professor of world Christianity at Union Theological 
Seminary in New York City, addressed the annual luncheon meeting of the Friends 
of the World Council of Churches. It was held December 12 in the Interchurch, 
Center here. 


The speaker called for unofficial "encounters" which do not entail any follow-up 
and do not commit the churches to movements or strutures. As examples. he 
listed gatherings of theological educators in a particular region, housing, 
cooperatives organised by local laymen, establishment of a student hostel by 
couples of several different denominations. 


"What is of paramount importance in Latin America today is not structures like 
those found useful somewhere else", he said, "But we must foster and liberate 
that ‘oneness' in Christ and imaginatively look for concrete manifestations of 
it in any shape that may be suited to our circumstances". 


Christians in other parts of the world who are concerned for unity “must re~ 
frain from any attempt to hasten the pace or impose the patterns of unity which 
their own experience may have recommended to them", said Dr. Miguez-Bonino. 
[They can help to establish at home the kinds of interdenominational .and inter- 
confessional relations that will enhance the possibilities of such contacts in 
Latin America. 


Protestant churches agree on the need for knowledge about each other, for a 
better understanding of their own task and the new movements in the Roman 
Catholic Church. They want to cooperate on theological education and the 
Church's responsibility in society. 


At the same time each point is the focus for new tension among the more than 250 
Protestant churches and groups in Latin America, said Dr. Miguez~Bonino. While 
they dream of a unified continent, the danger of, being transformed into a 
"unified" religious, economic or political colony has historically lurked behind 
all attempts at integration. 


Dr. Miguez~Bonino, who is president of Union Theological Seminary in Buenos Aires, 
was one of the two principal speakers to address almost 200 Protestant, Anglican 
and Orthodox Christians at the annual luncheon. 


Dr. Philip A. Johnson, associate executive secretary of the World Council of 
Churches in the U.S.,said the ecumenical crisis we face today is whether it can 
be “business as usual for the world's Christians in a day of unprecedented 
danger and opportunity”. 


He cited four necessities for the ecumenical movement as embodied in the WCC: 
make the WCC itself more fully ecumenical; become a more powerful voice in pro~ 
claiming the existence and sovereignty of God; become more adequate as a channel 
for expressing Christian concern for a world of increasing hunger and poverty; 
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CANADIAN CONSULTATION PROPOSES 
JOINT WORKING GROUP 


(Montreal) - Establishment of a Canadian Joint Working Group was recommended by 
representatives of the Canadian Council of Churches and the Canadian Roman 
Catholic Conference when they held a national consultation December 4-6 at the 
Centre Montfortain here. 


Mention was made of the WCC/RCC Joint Working Group established.in 1965. It:was 
stressed, however, that the Canadian group would operate independently, addressing 
itself to needs and problems within Canada. It will be bi-lingual with each 
parent body naming a co-chairman and six members, including laymen and youth. 


Role of the new council will be to coordinate joint action on mutual concerns 

at the national level, and tq promote local and repional cooperation. Sixteen 
areas were listed requiring "immediate attention". These included guidelines 
for ecumenical worship, joint theological Soot Mere French/English equality", 
joint use of church buildings, the exchange of theological professors and 
students from seminaries looking toward the establishment of an ecumenical 
seminary, and joint orientation of missionaries. 


Papers were presented on "Christian Mission Today" and “Possibilities and 
Difficulties of Collaboration". 


General chairman was Dr. R.S. Dunn, president of the Canadian Council, assisted 
by the Most Rev. J.R. Windle of Ottawa and the Most Rev. A. Proulx of 
Alexandria, Ontario, both Roman Catholics, and Prof. Charles Johnston of Edmonton. 
Dr. T.E.F. Honey of New York represented the World Council of Churches. 

EPS, Geneva 


ARCHBISHOP SALIBA SETS 
TOUR OF MIDDLE EAST 


(New York) - Metropolitan Philip Saliba, Archbishop of the Syrian. Antiochian 
Orthodox Archdiocese of New York and All North America, will tour the Middle 
East in early January. 


A major reason for his trip will be to visit refugee camps to determine how 
best to use approximately $50,000 which members of his archdiocese have 
contributed to aid victims of the Arab-Israeli war. 


He will also meet with Patriarch Theodosius VI of the Eastern Orthodox Church 
of Antioch and All the East. The North American church is under the 
jurisdiction of the Patriarch of Antioch. 


Archbishop Saliba will also inspect the New Balamand Theological Seminary in 
Beirut, Lebanon. Of special interest to the late Metropolitan Antony Bashir 
of New York, the seminary has received a $250,000 contribution from the 


archdiocese. EPS, Geneva 
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CUBAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
CONCENTRATES ON UNITY 


(Santiago de Cuba) - When the General Assembly of the Cuban Council of Churches 
convened here in mid-November, it was agreed to begin planning for a united 
theological seminary and a united magazine. 


A Roman Catholic bishop attended the, sessions together with several priests and 
laymen. He was Mgr. Pedro Meurice, auxiliary bishop of Santiago de Cuba. 


Attendance at the general assembly was the largest in many years. Discussion 
focused on the unity of the Church. In this connection, the delegates agreed 
to encourage dialogue on faith and order questions within all member churches. 


Bishop José A. Gonzalez (Episcopalian) was re-elected council president, and 
the governing board named all directors and members of the departments and 
commissions for the new fiscal year. Dr. Rafael Cepeda (Presbyterian) was 
re-elected for two years as director of the Study Centre. 


The council works through a department of youth, and one for Church and Society, 
as well as committees on finance, evangelism, Christian education, unity and 
laity. 


NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON SOCIAL ISSUES 


(Havana) - A national institute for leadership training on social issues will be 
held in January under the sponsorship of the Department on Church and Society 
of the Cuban Council of Churches. | 


When the department met here December 2, it was decided to emphasise work on the 
local and denominational level during the coming year. 


Speakers at the December meeting included Prof. Mauricio Lopez, associate 
secretary of the WCC Department on Church and Society in Geneva. He out lined 
efforts being made to follow up on the 1966 World Conference on Church and 
Society and the challenge posed by revolutionaries and technocrats in various 
parts of the world. EPS, Geneva 


MISSISSIPPI PRIEST TO HEAD 
U.S. ECUMENICAL AFFAIRS OFFICE 


(Washington, D.C.) ~- Father Bernard F. Law, managing editor of the Mississippi 
Register' in Jackson and a participant in several ecumenical consultations, has 
been named executive director of the Roman Catholic Bishops' Committee for Ecu~ 
menical and Inter-religious Affairs (USA). 


Effective February 1, he will succeed Mgr. William W. Baum, who has been named 
chancellor of the Kansas City - St. Joseph. Diocese in Missouri. 


While editor of the Mississippi Register, official weekly of the Natchez-Jackson 
Diocese, Father Law also served as director of the diocesan information bureau. 


He has represented the bishops' ecumenical committee in talks with the Methodist 
Church in the U.S. and the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity in meetings 
with the World Methodist: Council. EPS, Geneva 
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LEADING EAST GERMAN CLERGY 
ATTEND MISSION CONFERENCE 


(Berlin) - East German churchmen had an‘ unprecedented opportunity for a joint 
theological discussion of "Mission Today" when they met in the Stephanus 
Foundation in East Berlin. 


Although the government had frowned on the meeting and the only speaker from the 
West was turned back at the border, the discussion took place anyway. | 


The Rev. Philip Potter, an associate general secretary of the WCC and director 
of its Division of World Mission and Evangelism, was not permitted to enter 
East Germany, but his paper was read to the group. 


Some 200 participants from more than 20 church groups and institutions, including 
training centres, evangelical academies and student groups, attended. The 
meeting had been called by Working Committee for World Mission, the Working 
Committee for Home Mission, and the Protestant Missions in East Germany. ~ 


All the leading clergy of the Protestant churches in East Germany attended. 
Father Schipp of Heiligenstadt, chairman ef the Conference of Missionary Orders, 
was an observer from the Roman Catholic Church. EPS, Geneva 


JOINT OWNERSHIP OF CHURCHES 
ARRANGED IN U.S. ‘PLANNED' CITY 


(Columbia, Maryland) — Roman Catholic and Protestant churches in this new 
"planned" city will occupy jointly~owned buildings. 


This unique ecumenical arrangement was decided upon when the Columbia Cooperative 
Ministry, representing 13 Protestant denominations and the Archdiocese of | 
Baltimore, mapped the projected needs of a city which is expected to have 150,000 
persons when completed. 


The Religious Facilities Corporation has been set up to hold title to the land 
and the buildings. Originally it consisted of the 13. founding denominations, 
but was revised to include Catholics. Ultimately it will include Jews. 


There are now about 500 families in ‘the planned city, which lies midway between 

Baltimore and Washington. United Presbyterian, Catholic and Methodist congre- | 

gations have been organised. Each, by agreement , bears the name St. John the : 
| 


Evangelist. The congregations are holding services in a community centre until 


religious facilities can be erected. -EPS, Geneva 


ARCHBISHOP CAMARA ADDRESSES | 
METHODIST SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY q 


(Sao Paulo) - Roman Catholic Archbishop Helder Camara of Olinda and Recife was the 
commencement speaker for the School of Theology of the Methodist Church in 
Brazil. | 


His appearance at the ceremonies held here December 9 was luiled as evidence of 
a new ecumenical spirit unknown a few years ago. In his meditation he invited 

those present to think a a about the responsibility and joy of being 
Christians. EPS, Geneva : 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC DELEGATION REPORTS 
CORDIAL RECEPTION IN RUSSIA 


(Rome) - A "frank and cordial" exchange of views took place between the Roman 
Catholic delegation that visited Russia. December 9-13 and faculty members of 
the Orthodox Theological Academy in Leningrad, according to a communiqué from 
the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity. 


Mgr. Jan Willebrands, leader of the delegation from Rome, handed a personal 
letter from Pope Paul VI to Patriarch Alexei of Moscow during an "extremely 
cordial" audience at the Patriarchate. 


Discussions with the theological faculty centred on the Church's competence 

in the social sphere, the relationship between the individual (with his rights 
and duties) and society, the evolution of the Catholic Church's teachings 
concerning property, Christian service under different social systems, and 
peace between men and nations. 


Members of the Catholic mission attended the consecration of Mgr. Nicholas who 
heads the Orthodox mission to Japan. Metropolitan Nikodim and other leading 
Orthodox clergy went to the Catholic Church of Notre Dame. de Lourdes in 
Leningrad for the mass celebrated by Mgr. Willebrands and others. 

EPS, Geneva 


BIBLIOGRAPHY GIVES FULL LISTING 
OF ECUMENICAL VOLUMES 


(Rome) - The first two volumes. of the International Ecumenical Bibliography, 


a product of Protestant, Orthodox and Roman Catholic cooperation, were presented 
to Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secretariat. for Christian 
Unity, on December 16. 


The previous day a similar presentation was made to Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
WCC general secretary, by its co-editors: Oberkirchenrat Hanfried Kriiger, 
director of the Ecumenical Centre in Frankfurt, and Prof. Stephan Pfiirtner, OP, 
of the Roman Catholic Y bb weds in Fribourg, Switzerland. 


The volumes list about 3,450 43382 and articles published in 1962 and 1963 and 
offer a comprehensive picture of the ecumenical movement, its ministry, work 
and concerns. EPS, Geneva 


EPISCOPAL CONSECRATION SET 
AT ROMAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL 


(Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania) - Ecumenical cooperation will be highlighted here in 
mid-February when the successor to Episcopal Bishop Austin Pardue will be con- 
secrated in St. Paul's Roman Catholic Cathedral. 


The announcement was made by Bishop John J. Wright of Pittsburgh, who said that 
the Episcopal diocese's request for "hospitality. of peace" had been "gladly 
granted". Trinity Cathedral, principal church of the Episcopal Diocese, 
recently sustained severe fire damage. 


Elected Coadjutor successor to Bishop Pardue, the Very Rev. Canon Robert 
Appleyard will be consecrated by the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, 
John E. Hines. EPS, Geneva 
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TEXT OF WCC OFFICERS" RESPONSE | 
TO POPE'S CALL FOR DAY OF PEACE 


(Geneva) - Peace with justice and freedom requires as an indispensable ingre- 
dient the release of spiritual resources. Impelled by this conviction we 
respond to the message issued -by Pope Paul VI on the observance of a "Day 

of Peace" 


While drawing to the attention of member churches of the World Council of 
Churches the Pope's proposal that Ist January, 1968 be observed as a Day 

of Peace, we earnestly remind them that prayer and action are demanded every 
day of the year if peace is to be built and if it is to endure. 


The promotion of true peace demands an awareness of the dangers and pitfalls 
in peace making and support for constructive measures of international under- 
standing and co-operation. 


The narrow self-interest of nations, and their claims to be judge in their 
own cause, are at the root of world disorder. To move towards a more genuine 
world community and order, the churches and all men of good will need to 
champion ,policies and structures which serve the common interests and mutual 
needs. 


Disturbances in many countries and regions arise when human dignity is not 
recognised and human rights are not observed. Those of us who do not suffer 
under any tyranny must be slow to judge even the violent responses of men who 
so suffer. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights warns that, if man 

is not to be compelled to have recourse as a last resort to rebellion against 
tyranny and oppression, human rights should be protected by the rule of law. 
Concerted and far more speedy action both national and international is 
therefore required to ensure the protection of human rights for all men 
without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion. 


In open conflicts of force’ the inherent dangers of the use of increasingly 
terrible weapons of destruction require all men to turn from war as a use~ 
ful means for settling disputes. The threat of nuclear war requires fron 
mankind the use of morally appropriate ways to end the tragedy and menace : 
of existing conflicts, to press foward to trustworthy and general disarmament : 
and to develop reliable alternatives to force in the settlement of disputes 

and the pursuit of justice. At the same time, delay in progress toward 
international security should not be used as an excuse for delay in making 

a more adequate response to the claims of the struggle against world poverty : 
and the cause of world development. 


The need to settle international controversies by ways of reason and justice 
is clear. To achieve this end, it is necessary to develop more adequate 
international machinery and structures for peaceful settlement and peaceful 
change, working diligently to strengthen and undergird the United Nations, 
and to develop appropriate organisms at the regional level. 


(more) 


| od 
fee 


No. 44 - 21st December, 1967 


The twin values of peace and justice can only be established and maintained 
when the courage and imagination of all are mobilized, even when all do not 
agree on the ways to express their conviction. Love for peace and commit- 
ment to justice mean for some that they must be ready to establish or defend 
them with force of arms, even though war is recognised as evil; for others 
war and the methods of warfare may burden their consciences so heavily that 
the same love for peace*and the same commitment to justice force them to 
refuse military service. 


In the pursuit of genuine peace, which cannot be established in injustice 

or aggression, nations as well as churches must recognise that men of con- 
science differ as to the rightness of methods to be followed and the obliga- 
tions they should accept. Freedom of conscience is a fundamental human 
right and its protection is essential to better international relations. 


Prayer to God for His enlightenment of oar own consciences should be a 
central theme of our Christian praying for Peace. 


Franklin Clark Fry 
Chairman of Central Committee 


Eugene Carson Blake 
General Secretary 


15th December, 1967 
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In order to enable readers to locate EPS stories more easily the index provides 
a cross-reference in two categories: 


These are: I - geographical and organizational; and 
‘II - substance 


The sub-divisions of each category are atranged alphabetically and stories are 
listed in chronological order according to the number of the issue in which 
each appeared. In some instances stories are listed under more than one of 
the sub-divisions of each category. "In Brief" items are not listed. 


CATEGORY I: Geographical and organizational 


Continents and Regions 

Countries 

Ecumenical and international Christian bodies 
World Confessional bodies 

World Council of Churches 

Ecumenical Patriarchate 


Roman Catholic Church 


CATEGORY II: Substance 


Anti-Semitism 

Atheism 

Brotherhoods and communities 

Christian unity and ecumenical attitudes 

Church buildings and architecture 

Church discipline 

Church~state relations (see also Religious liberty) 
Confessional and denominational life and structure 
Confessionalism 

Conscientious objectors and military exemption 
Education (general, Christian) 

Ethics (personal, professional, social) 

Evangelism 

Family planning 


Festivals and anniversaries 
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Information (press, broadcasting, film, photography) 
Inter-church aid (see also Refugees) 

Interchurch contacts, exchanges and relations 
Inter-confessional relations, contacts and exchanges 
Inter-faith relations, contacts and exchanges 
International affairs 

Laity 

Literature 

Liturgy and forms of worship 

Marxism 

Ministry 

Missions (home and foreign) 

Mixed marriages 

National independence and building 

Non-Christian religions 

Nuclear energy and weapons 

Orthodox churches 

Personal liberty 

Personalities (appointments, distinctions, obituaries, etc.) 
Proselytism 

Publications 

Race relations 

Rallies and Assemblies 

Refugees and migrants (see also Inter-church aid) 
Religious liberty 

Repentance actions.and reconciliation 

Sacraments 

Social, economic and political problems, and Christian action 
Social service (e.g. CCSA) 

Statistics 

‘Syncretism 

Theology (in general and items not covered elsewhere) 
Vatican Council II (see also Roman Catholic Church) 
Women and children 


Youth and students 


me 
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CATEGORY I; Geographical and organisational 


Continents and Regions 


“AFRICA 
German churches give £85,000 to enlarge Africa radio-TV centre... « 
ASIA | 
Japanese churches seek to De ET Fae ik ET a ese 
Broadcasts to China held necessary by East Asia Radio/TV association . 
Theme of Asian Church and society Conference’ 18 SEE. pan tpice ple aecriey orgs 
Let Asian nations decide on Vietnam, Blake SUBSESTS. oo. ob fate cases peice 
New director of Asian Christian Service named ..... se es ‘es 
Asian Church and Society Conference held in Korea «0. se eee es 
Christian communicators in Asia hold consultation 1... vse wes 
EACC working committee reviews plans for its Fourth Assembly ... « « 
Asian churchmen to review ecumenical progress at EACC Assembly .... 
Asian Bible Societies plan ELVe~Year ‘Dropramme. 4. “at wteMania. als ial” «nual ye 
Asian radio network forced to postpone broadcasts... ss e5% wi elone® 


EUROPE 
Christian presence in higher education examined. at European consulta 


SISSIES ant eee Shag arctan ak piled aia agi cian ash IM PRIME, 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft challenges European churches to reconcile East 
SSE SE EPS HPApe me Copy FOPAPETOG PRITAM otigugeged® F297 Bee 
European churches vote full-time secretary, urge abolition of NATO, 
MAT SAM DECK i ont se inctetl, mermartiodive Adour whe aetatioeb.seaokeatw toateos 
Less talk, more action on economic justice is goal of Europe's youth 
EM EOELE Se ee BET LG) Se Ree, Oh een air eee a ea | Saee Phe RS, 
British Council of Churches receives report on European Common 
Ma DSRS: 4 BIT PESOS TE) REPS ASML KO, MBOIFOLS Coy OPEN en ee tg ee 
Role of migrants in economic development debated, by European church 
GOMHLLUESS GAPS, LMUPAD .JOLGL Pogo SHIPORMM AS : BASIS. L4OMUO2D One. 
Churchmen from three European nations put forward aid, trade proposals 
European churches debate role in furthering economic justice .... .- 
WCC team meets with national leaders of pontifical commission on 
justice, and. peace. Ri q? agi giis>, ABLLETIRUA | ¢SHOS INOS SOT BTS LS Oo 


LATIN AMERICA 
Presbyterians told of Catholic structures in Latin America . 9... + + 
Latin American assembly postponed; other meetings moved to Uruguay. . 
Uses of inter-church aid in Latin America examined . .. s+ + 6 0 0 « 
Unstructured unity best for Latin America, Argentine educator tells 
fexends «ot! WOOF gwIaAS yF RE cOF-0+ ESE AICTE D7 a TAGP BO AA OOH, MEN ao os 


MIDDLE EAST 
Coptic Church urges WCC to call special meeting on Middle East. ... 
U.S. Orthodox bishops ask international status for Jerusalem shrines . 
YWCAs assess Middle East needs, offer prompt help ......+s-. «se 


Additional donations pledged for Middle East refugees . . 2 ¢ 6 «#8 «) 


U.S. prelate stressed Maronite neutrality ....4+2..++s+eevees 
NCC(USA) speaks out on Middle East . . 1. 2. 2 ee ee eo ee oo ws 
LWF staff in Amman directs refugee aid... 2s ss ee we we ee 


a a 
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MIDDLE EAST (continued) 
One-sixth of WCC's $2,000,000 appeal for Mid-East received. .... +s © 
YMCA asked to start community projects in ten Jordanian refugee camps . « 
LWF official sees catastrophe if return of refugees is delayed. «.% . 
Patriarchate of Jerusalem claims sole authority to speak on holy places . 
Spokesmen thank WCC for aid to refugees . . « «6 6 « «© «© 6 © «6 0 0) AA 
DICARWS committee told of Middle East aid network . Ju. 2 eee ee ee 
WCC Middle East statement draws near - unanimous support. .....+-++« 
Church assistance to Near East refugees entering second stage . -.++-. 
Prague Peace Conference urged to send mission to Mideast. . . . « + « « » 
U.S.A. Presbyterians close mission, continue to support Coptic Church ... 
Inter-church aid committee acts on Nigeria, Mideast, Vietnam. . . + +s > 
Archbishop Saliba sets tour of Middle East. . . 2... « 0 «© © e406 #1 su 


PACIFIC OCEAN AREA 


Union of three Pacific islands churches set for January .).0s0s ss 6 + 
Countries 
ADEN 

Missionaries leaving Aden ° ° 2 e e e e e se e ° e ° e e e ° e e ee e e. e e 
ALBANIA . 

All Albanian» churthés reported" tosed! 8499. APPS TE So ee wt tt ee 
ALGERIA 

CCSA mandate puts stress: on recruiting personnel for nation-building. « . 
ANGOLA 

Protestant missions declining in Angola, Portugese limit ré-entry of 

missionaries. e © °° e 3 e 2 e e ° e ° e ° e. @ ° e e ° ° e e e * e e ° Ld 

AUSTRALIA 


Laymen provide solution to rope gic of ministers} in Australia, Wales. Ms 
Australians launch "force ten" to increase overseas aid . «6 . 4 e+ © * 
YMCA world council opens in Melbourne .. .. 2 .« 6 . f 1 ye we ps we oped Mela « 
Australian Presbyterians urge peace moves. . + se «6 ee 6 ee) el eels 
Australian Presbyterians start action to unite Methodist /Congregationalr 

ists. © ee, On di ne POurOr ms Parner Ser degner ebee seyeseen le bawoh ti fbi ISS MB «7 
Aid to Vietnam may continue, Australian churches told ....% 0.5% # » - 
Australian Archbishop pessimistic about changing Catholic dogma’. . «+ + 


Two archbishops dispute Loane statement . . ..« ¢ ee « w,% 5 » » #058 © 


Young Australians to build home for Aborigines, . . . . » + « + + + +e 8 
AUSTRIA 

Austrian bishops relax regulations on chyrch funerals < s).06 wees eos 

Austrian church council to share responsibility for refugees. 1). 80% «+ 
BRAZIL 


Presbyterian synod in Brazil opposes ecumenism... #06 sos te soee de 8 ene 
Archbishop Camara addresses Methodist school of theology. . . 6 « #16 «+ 


BULGARIA 
Orthodox monastery in Bulgaria goes back to church. . .....-e-e«%* «+ 


BURMA 
Burmese Faith and Order consultation proposes steps towards re-union. . % 


32 
36 


38 
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CAMEROON 
Fifth church joins Cameroon union talks 
CANADA 
Churchmen comment on divorce law PLOPORMLENTS OE CES a oe. fee 
Anglican Church in Canada approves remarriage for divorced persons . . 
Clusters of theological schools predicted for U.S., Canada . 
Canadian consultation proposes joint working group. . 
CHINA 


Broadcasts to China held necessary by East Asia radio/TV association . 
Replacement of experienced Chinese leaders "perturbs" British visitor 


CONGO ' 
Congo Baptist missionary killed by raiders . 9)... 02 2 
U.S. planes evacuating missionaries in Congo’, 297. PSP, 
Baptist missionaries pulled back to larger Congo centres 


COSTA RICA 
Costa Rica, Panama Methodist send first missionary 


CUBA 
Cuban Methodist autonomy set e e °, e ° ° ° ° © © e e e ° e ° e e e ° e 


Cuban council of churches concentrates on UNL EVOL GOS Se ese es 
National institute on social issues 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
Increased religious activity noted by Czech Communists ... ..... 


DENMARK 
Danish Baptist strengthen seminary at Télldse ........ 


FRANCE 
French radio reports Spain imprisons Jehovah's Witnesses ....... 
New focus for youth exchanges debated at Paris consultation ..... 
Young people discuss commitment at second Taizé gat lertigen LOPEPPESS, 
French Christians launch joint peace initiative ... 


GERMANY 
VELKD asked to state attitude on intercommunion ....... «. . 
German students protest against government Support of apartheid ... 
East German paper sets conditions for West German visitors ...... 
German reconciliation group plans project in Poland ....... 6. 
Two East Germans unable to attend Crete meeting; Committee voices 

weBtetaGcsr cleaver of beomge chorientig nisvaa e.eqaqbgl of .eli9ygo 
Reformation celebrations to proceed despite East German restrictions . 
East German Lutheran group visits Soviet Union 6 Lqigngiqs iBTome? | 
Presence and solidarity needed to proclaim the Gospel, Potter holds. 
WCC delegation to Reformation celebrations named . .°.......s..-. 
German churches give £85,000 to enlarge Africa radio-TV centre... ; 
German Lutherans will open talks with Reformed, United churches... 
German Lutherans invite Reformed churches to start dialogue ..... 
EKD to launch education drive on behalf of poor countries ...... 
Refusal of visas to ecumenical delegates mars Reformation observances 
Ecumenical nature of Reformation observances is hailed. ....... 
German Protestant Student Movement divides along national boundaries 
German student groups forbidden to use Kaiser Wilhelm's Church 
German bishop calls for look at political commitment ..... 


e ° ° e* ° e c) 


e ° 6 e *° e e 


e e e ° ° e e e e 


e e e e e ° ° e e * oO e © e ° s e 
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GERMANY (continued) 
Bavarian churches agree to mixed schools. ........ 
"Bread for the World" appeals for one day's salary «.. 
German church sends help to Portugal ....4...4.4.. 
Leading East German clergy attend mission conference . . 
GHANA 
Churches co-operate to improve Ghana's medical services . 
Ecumenical meeting in Ghana... 
GREECE 
John Lambrinidis, YMCA leader, dies in Athens ...... 
King Constantine hails WCC at Central Committee opening . 


e 


Archbishop Ieronymos announces large-scale transfer of clergy . . 


Church of Greece breaks ties with new Macedonian church . 
Greek Primate calls for sweeping reforms. 20. 2%. 2. 2G 
Greek church to publish 100,000 New Testaments .-.... 


GUINEA 
Churches in Equatorial Guinea discuss union... 


HUNGARY 
Special Report: The Position of the Evangelical Church in 
An interview with Bishop Zoltan Katdyeauge ty 46409Q8 Am”, 
Three Hungarian churchmen-reported under arrest... 
Reformed church adopts new code of church law... 


INDIA 
Protestant hospitals in India support family planning... 
Missionaries barred from India ......... s PA 
AFPRO completes 165 wells in Bihar ........ eile: Me 
Christian hospital in India receives U.S. government aid 
Liberian and Indian take up DICARWS appointments .... 
U.S. ambassador defends missionaries in India... . 


Japanese Christians recruit technicians to work in Vietnam, 
Measures to prevent future famines suggested by India relief agencies 
New strategy for increasing Indian food production proposed 


Indian churches to increase support for National Council 


India's Prime Minister reports restrictions on missionaries 


INDONESTA 


e e ° 
° e ° 


India 


Modernization sets backdrop for Indonesian Church/Society meeting 


New converts in Indonesia strain Bible Society's resources 


Indonesian government condemns anti-Christian demonstrations 


ee ¢ 


27 
34 
38 


Sixth general triennial assembly of NCC Indonesia meets despite tensions39 
EACC youth secretary named executive of Indonesian Church council... 40 


ISRAEL 


Religious bodies in Jerusalem promised freedom. ...%. 
Bethlehem open to Christians only on Christmas eve ... 


ITALY 


Dr. Blake speaks on ecumenical issues at Jesuit university in Rome 


Italian Protestant churches form a federation ...... 


JAPAN 
Japanese churches seek to help Asian farmers ...... 


e e e 


Christian publishers in Japan gain entry to secular markets ... . 


24 
46 
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JAPAN (continued) 

Churches in Japan, Korea seek pact to co-operate in mission... 
Japanese Christians recruit technicians to work in Vietnam, India 
Taiwan Presbyterians invite Japanese team for preaching mission . 
New House of Dialogue dedicated in Kyoto .........e.e4.ec¢ 


JORDAN | 


Jordanian Christians cancel Christmas season festivities .... 
Jordan government helps churches airlift tents for refugees... 


KENYA 


Scripture distribution in Kenya MOMNES: rost tonere. MU BIC. «aol 
Russian Orthodox Church sends equipment to Kenya Council .... 


KOREA 


Churches in Korea, Japan seek pact to co-operate in mission... 
Asian Church and Society Conference held in Korea. ....... 


LAOS 

Laotian Christians will aid national development programme ... 
LIBERIA 

Liberian and Indian take up DICARWS appointments ........ 
MADAGASCAR 

Death of Miss Raymonde Ramamonjy-Ratrimo .......4..e64.es6 


Protestant churches in northern Madagascar unite .......-. 


NETHERLANDS 


Catholic, Reformed churches will recognize each other's baptism . 
Dutch churches hold Vietnam war threatens verachtysafitsS. aodeid. 
Ecumenical religious instruction offered in Dutch province ... 
isos prelate commends Dutch catechismss spawslduae Of.o8 bosbede & 
Women admitted to minietry-in |Holband.«.ei0. s>2f.o8 weolboda. ders 
Dutch Baptists weigh ties with National Council of Churches ... 
Dutch bishop replies on inter-church communion *. ........ 
Former Reformed minister.ordained in special Roman Catholic rite 


NEW ZEALAND 


New Zealand churches' act of commitment hailed as major event. . 
New Zealand churchmen add signatures to Vietnam protest ..... 
N.Z. Presbyterian educator may face heresy charges ....... 
Protestant/Roman Catholic working group for New Zealand proposed 


New Zealander cleared of heresy charges . ...... ee es ww 


NIGERIA 


“Reconcilfation" urged in strife-torn Nigeria . . . « »,.: +6 »«) «.° 
CCIA officers express concern over "tragic situation in Nigeria" 
Nigerian Christian Council authorizes relief action for civil war 


victims e e . e * e ° ° e e ® . e e ° e e ae : e e e e ° e ° * e s 
Inter-church aid committee acts on Nigeria, Mideast, Vietnam . . 


NORWAY 


Norwegian people give $1.4 million for work of mission societies. 


PANAMA 


Costa Rica, Panama Methodist send first missionary ....... 


PHILIPPINES 


Philippine seminary to install EACC staff member as president . . 


38 


28 


36 
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POLAND 
German reconciliation group plans project in Poland. ....... 
New. Methodist, centre’ toiriseviniPokand Pe L242 97 B98 e ey oe 


PORTUGAL 


Protestant missions declining in Angola, Portuguese limit re-entry 
of ‘Mlsslonartes ware ie! SEM eee ve eee 


German ‘churchvsends thelp rtd \Portagal sah 4G) 129997 BO ere as 


RHODESTA 
Rhodesian Methodists reject separate development ........-. 
NCC in U.S. supports U.N. sanctions against Southern Rhodesia .. 


ROMANTA 
Cardinal K6nig returns from Romanian visit ......+.s«ee«eee 


SINGAPORE 
Singapore Protestants oppose efforts to legalise abortion .... 


SOUTH AFRICA 
Lutheran Church in South Africa initiates five-year plan ..... 
Chief Luthuli dies at 68; 1960 Nobel Peace Prize winner ..... 
German students protest against government support of apartheid . 
South African restrictions on Catholic immigrants criticised ... 
Anglican/Roman Catholic co-operation in South Africa cited’... . 
Seven Dutch Reformed ministers seek Presbyterian membership. ... 


Presbyterians accept Reformed churchmen as ministers .......' 


Methodist Mission Board will withdraw funds if bank renews South 
Africa. creadited’.« /:erite: > PRL NROP IT) 330, SRR2Ae Bemis tn 
Deported bishop resigns post, will join Santa Barbara centre... 
Southern Africa Lutheran group invites more church-state study . . 
Legal aid pledged to 36 Southwest Africans on trial for treason . 
Relevance of theology to life concerns South African teachers .. 
CCIA ‘director reparts concern over South African trials ..... 


SPAIN 
French radio reports Spain imprisons Jehovah's Witnesses ..... 
Spain reported tightening the reins in several ‘areas ...... - 
Protestant pastors urge churches to ignore order to register... 
Spanish protestants urge solidarity facing new law ......- 
Spain asked to liberalise laws on religious liberty ..°9..... 
New law threatens ecumenism, Spanish Catholics assert .....-s 
Spain's Baptists vote to defy new religious law ........ 
Spanish Protestants urged to postpone decision on registration. . 
Non-Catholic children relieved of religious instruction ..... 


Revision of Spanish texts reported to Jewish/Christian society ... 


Spain’ extends deadline on. religious Law.» o. ses sb iactarcty east ae teed © 


SUDAN 
Churches in South Sudan grow weaker in absence of pastors .... 
Sudan to admit African ministers on recommendation of AACC .... 
Roman Catholic administrator appointed to Sudan see ...+. ..-. 


SWEDEN 
World Council Fourth Assembly: Uppsala, Sweden, July 4-20, 1968 . 
Baptist Union of Sweden to send official observer to WCC Assembly 
Swedish bishop responds favourably to plea to share church hte 
Swedish Baptist challenges church to ecumenical steps ...... 
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SWITZERLAND 
Ecumenical statement on mixed marriages published by Swiss churches. 
Swiss Protestant Federation vetoes international radio Station... 
Debate on revolution draws overflow Geneva audience ......,., 
SYRIA 
Syria takes over all private schools, including those-of churches. . 
TAIWAN 
Taiwan Presbyterians reaffirm membership im SWEGoPPM 22 type PrprypH 
Taiwan Presbyterians invite Japanese team for preaching mission .., 
TANZANIA 
Arusha crusade draws participants from three countries. . ¢ va Taod Be 
TURKEY | 
Churches help complete housing project for refugees in Turkey .. , 


Pope plans to visit Ecumenical Patel arenein’ Tarkey CON F8, OF. POOKS, “7s 
Istanbul clergy hold ecumenical service on anniversary of Anglican 


Church e e e e e e e e e * e e e ® © e ® ° e ® e e o ° ® e e e ® * r 


UGANDA 
Independent Bible Society for Uganda voted. ..+ feted ¥o-biod aneize2 
Ugandans debate church's role in BMetionig shite oe se et odus 2,0. 


UNITED KINGDOM 
- Canon Rodger appointed cathedral provost in Edinburgh .....°.. 


Church of England finds "time not right" for decision on women priests 


British Methodists report large membership decline ......... 
British Methodists reject pleas to delay Anglican union talks .... 
British poll shows majority favour ordination of women... .. es 
Ecumenical service set for Archbishop of Canterbury ........ 
Laymen provide solution to shortage of ministers in Australia, Wales 
Anglican/Methodist unity decision delayed for a’ year in Britain , 
Methodist overseas consultation urges diversity of ministries .. ., 
Special Report: Sheffield Industrial Mission — Report on a Crisis . 
Anglican/Roman Catholic commission backs common use of churches. .. 
London Cathedral replaces sermon with SPALOR GC ee es te Nc Me Si tah te 
"Dissentient opinion" given to Anglican-Methodist negotiators ... 
Postponement of Anglican/Methodist vote termed WOR TEV Sie te te! Se Me 
British Christians, Marxists hold first exploratory dialogue... . 
Baptist missionaries pulled back to larger SOneG CONCLeS ses ng 
British Council of Churches receives report on.European Common Market 
Aid is imperative for building world ‘community, U.N. day observance 
Re ee on ea ce eee eee eee te ee ae AE GER SS wo hl ph ee 
British working group may propose joint programme by 1969 ....., 
Hirst’ woman. preacher; at, St»/Pattiel Site, Me hP Milas, ot lordss) ‘pemok\s 
Roman Catholic participation in local councils increases rapidly, 
BCC/RCC’ group hearsiis We! sot Gestsineremiqoisg faakgoy opi? jo, 
Christian missions, charity hit by pound's devaluation... . Saath “pe 
Anglican Church backs lower age for marriage .°.9........ rere 
British Methodist/Roman Catholics confer ...........2.. 
Joint formula devised for Anglican/Roman Catholic wedding ....., 
Human Rights year launched ....... rina cSinteionts diet eg Ah Nee Peat i Se Male 
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U.S.A. 
Union of Methodist/EUB churches gains necessary votes ..... 
Greater effort to end Vietnam war urged by Brethren Church . . 


° ° . e 


U.S. Orthodox bishops ask international status for Jerusalem shrines... 


Churchmen of the Year Award goes to WCC general secretary ... 


° s e e 


Preaching crusade’ needed to change hearts of men, U.S. Negro leader holds 


Methodist students vote to join U.S. ecumenical body ..... 
Delegation of U.S. churchmen visits South Vietoath gies. Seis 
U.S. prelate stressed Maronite neutrality .......0..04 
U.S. planes evacuating missionaries in Congo ......... 
Gap between affluence, poverty held a "defiance" of God. ... 
Spain reported tightening the reins in several areas .... « 
U.S. majority believe religion losing influence ........ 
NCC (USA) speaks out on Middle East ..... © seo ¢ es soe un 
Armenian Cathedral in U.S. sets dedication for 1968 ...... 
Missouri Synod to study World Council henbé rehipt aways HAs AY. Ye, 
Ford Foundation supports church-related Negro colbepes + 9° .%a*" 
Presbyterians suggest flexible missionary appointments .... 
Dr. King says "operation breadbasket" will become nation-wide . 
Jesuit college requests Vatican approval to affiliate with Yale 
Presbyterians told of Catholic structures in Latin America . « 
NCC in U.S. supports U.N. sanctions agains Southern Rhodesia . 
Missouri Synod acts on open housing, employment ese 6 a oe a 8 
Ecumenical service set.for Archbishop of Canterbury ..0.°0 2 . 


NCC"s women's agency elects four Catholics... . be foe 0* 


Bishop Sheen urges U.S. leave Vietnam... .s. es ee se 
Ecumenical pioneer, dies. . «6 ee, eyelcd 6) le ve abe 39 SL 9A BIBS PCS 
Christian hospital in India receives U.S. government aid... 
WCC's World Mission director addresses Presbyterian convocation 
Paperback New Testament passes five million mark in ten months 
Special Report: Church's. reconciling presence felt in areas of 
SOLACE 1 a alee 
U.S. National Council pledges loans to improve ghetto areas . . 
Seating of women approved by Episcopal House of Deputies ... 
Communion for other Christians backed by Episcopal*bishops . . 


* 
s ° s ° e ° e ° ° e ° ° s e ° e e ° ° e . ° 


Urban problems challenge churches to revise priorities, WCC group 
TV discussion will involve 5 million Americans in citizén education 2. . 
Episcopal convention acts on church union, heresy trials, Vietnam war . . 


Episcopal women vote $24million for urban crisis, ....... 
U.S. ambassador defends missionaries in India... .. , OP OAs 


holds . 


Methodist Mission Board will withdraw funds if bank renews South Africa 


gnedition si. Ws ceh 


e ° e * e ° s e ° e e e ° e ° e e . e ° e e 


Inner-city pastor joins WCC's programme for urban ministry . .. 


° 


6 6 e ° 


Disciples/Roman Catholic talks highlight importance of inter-communion. . 
Deported bishop resigns post, will join Santa Barbara centre. ...... 


Clusters of theological schools predicted for U.S., Canada .., 
Seven denominations start ecumenical campus ministry. ..... 
One world or disaster, Blake tells U.S. students. ....... 
Conservative Protestants study cooperative evangelistic drive . 
U.S. delegation joins Russian churchmen in appeal on Vietnam. . 
U.S. prelate commends Dutch catechism .....4.s. 4. oe ly te | 
Top U.S. court will rule on aid to parochial schools ..... 


Churches seek to keep Vietnam relief separate from government programme . 


Seminarians join others in surrendering draft cards ...... 
Catholic magazine backs civil disobedience. ........4.4.. 
New Methodist, centre:.to rise in Poland. . <.. «4 <4. kliete eek 
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U.S.A. (continued) 
Desciples of Christ assembly endorses more centralised church ... 
Let Asian nations decide on Vietnam, Blake suggests |; ...... 
U.S. Church/Society conference proposes strategies for action. . 
"Urban Crisis" fund of $1 million approved by Presbyterians ... 
United Church board names new executive secretary ...:.....,. 


Consensus on mixed marriage reached in U.S. Reformed/Roman Catholic 


Legal aid pledged to 36 Southwest Africans on trial for treason . 
Three Hungarian churchmen reported tnder™arrest es. lemon ewe 


° 


talks 


U.S.A. Presbyterians close mission, continue to support Coptic Church 


Inter-confessional news bulletin launched in U.S. bite” Con! ani teak aah 
Southern Presbyterians propose drive against world hunger... . 
Seminary réview prints excerpts from Bonhoeffer letters ..... 
First Lutheran/Orthodox talks held Ee URL Ce BLETER eee 
Co-operative theological education marks new gains in California. 
Three~man Russian Orthodox GERegarL OM VISItE Us ot ek a kes es 
Churchmen cite "frightening' rise in use OL UEUES Toe UR oa a 
National Council will assist three clergymen challenging draft rul 
Use of Grace Cathedral dendeds sida uid Gin) cae < eo ie, 
Interconfessional night school enrols 430 students. ......, 
Best-known U.S. Catholic bishogadtegigmps, of ODOIN Ns 8298 G ee 
"Christian cards' depict life in slum areas... .. Sea be Ae 
Lutherans in U.S. set $3 million urban building programme .... 
U.S. Presbyterian document allows union congregations... +. 3% 
Orthodox ‘service held for Cardinal Spellman . wire te ieee Oa iek Paine te 
Protestant/Roman Catholic Council formed by Ohio churches .... 
Archbishop Saliba sets tour of Middl etZasetsdoh, AAgssRoN LION: 2 
Mississippi priest to head U.S. ecumenical affairs office .. .. 
Joint ownership of churches arranged in U.S. "planned tity"... 
Episcopal ,consecration set at Roman Catholic RACNEUTAle eh ecw, 


Unstructured unity best for Latin America, Argentine educator tells 


friends of WCC, e e e « e e ° ° s ° e 4 ® e e e te e ° 6 LJ e ° ° 


U.S .5.R) 
Supreme Catholicos of all Armenians stresses unity and commitment 
Russian Methodists gains sey lat Une YS ie gus, “pn; ee esl a oe 
Russian Orthodox Church sends equipment to Kenya Council .... 
East German Lutheran group visits Soviet Union. SFG Oe ok ee tag eht we, om 
Armenian bishops consecrated. .....4 4. Leap kt wore ee 
U.S. delegation joins Russian churchmen in appeal on Vietnam. .. 
Communist reviewer hails Old Testament as literature. . eons Wate 
Dissident Baptists reported imprisoned in USSKA997 49h 2 THAI » Lo Cee 
Patriarch Alexi receives’ greetings on 90th birthday . . “chap yale 
Resignation of Estonian Lutheran archbishop is announced. .... 
Complete edition of Bible to be published in USSR. ..... 
Roman Catholic theologians visit Russia. ......0..4 8% 
Roman Catholic delegation reports cordial reception in Russia. . 


VIETNAM 
Greater effort to end Vietnam war urged by Brethren church. . . . 


Delegation of U.S. churchmen visits South Vietnam... . . 0. 
Bishop Sheen urges U.S. leave Vietnam. .i0. 2. ey we ke, 
Dutch churchmen hold Vietnam war threatens veracity of U.S. ... 
WCC policymakers adopt strong Vietnam statement ..%i4...... 
Demoralization called biggest South Vietnam problem. ...... 


Australian Presbyterians urge peace moves ......4....4.. 


ing 


ka 
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VIETNAM (continued) 
New Zealand churchmen add signatures to Vietnam protest. 2... . ss . 34 
Aid to Vietnam may continue, Australian churches told»... ss ves «35 
Japanese Christians recruit technicians to work in Vietnam, India... . 35 
U.S. delegation joins Russian churchmen in appeal on Vietnam. .... not" 36 
Churches seek to keep Vietnam relief separate from government programme . 36 
Seminarians join others in surrendering draft cards . . .0.e.0e ses 0 37 
Catholic magazine backs ciyil disobedience. . ss. ce es ev eu ee « 037 
Let Asian nations decide on Vietnam, Blake Suggestsouiotud) GSSIRBRYP F939 7 
Inter-church Aid Committee acts on Nigeria, Mideast, Vietnam. .. . |... 40 


YUGOSLAVIA 
Yugoslav Baptists dedicate theological school facilities. ... 0... .. 25 
Macedonians leave Serbian Orthodox Church . «ws eo ee wee ee ee 8 27 
Church of Greece breaks ties with new Macedonian Church»... se se °, 32 
Serbian Patriarch welcomes Athengoras in Belgrade 2.0.0.5. .5% 2. ee ee 36 
Churches send ‘assistance to Yugoslav quake wietimecigetigizt, 939, agmgosegs 
Churchmen say all must act to meet, world food crisis... si soso. eee 43. 


ZAMBIA 
700 women seek 40 places in Mindolo homemaking course... ... 2... 43 


Ecumenical, International and Regional Christian Bodies 


YMCAs assess Middle East needs, offer prompt help). 2.0... 20. we ee 24 
New focus for youth exchanges debated at Paris consultation + + + « +‘ « 25 
New society to broaden understanding ofsditurgi¢al tradition’? t*9 99° 0°." 25 
YMCA asked to start community projects in ten Jordanian refugee camps . . 26 
John Lambrinidis, YMCA leader, dies in Athens... ..00.. 0. ee ee 27 
Christian Education Institute stresses orientation on needs ...... . 29 
YWCA world council opens in Melbourne ...... t Unt atete: BE @actele a oC 
Office for Diaconal Ministry established in Geneva... gis a OLS a Se eee 
Bible Society spokesmen ‘assess special needs of secular man ....... 32 
World YWCA acts on refugees, youth needs, planned parenthood. . ...... 32 
Christian presence in higher education examined at European consultation. 33 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft challenges European churches to reconcile East and 

WEBE. 6 6 6 0 6s jenn lejee, Some, tele abodivinasa SAL UIE, ABACUS MBG ISe, ae 
New converts in Indonesia strain Bible Society's resources. ....... 34 
European churches vote full-time secretary, urge abolition of NATO and 

Warsaw pact. 2. «0, «guntinmeadinh. ge: qaemeteeT DIO. efted. 1swotvex 2e4RNae 
British Council of Churches receives report on European Common Market . . 37 
New director of Asian Christian Service named =. 9, ) . . 2. ee i 4a ca behane 
Latin American assembly postponed$; other meetings moved to Uruguay . . . 38 
EACC working committee reviews plans for its Fourth Assembly. ..... . 39 
Asian churchmen to review ecumenical progress at EACC Assembly. ...... 40 
Roman Catholic participation in local councils increases rapidly, BCC/RCC 

SuOup heaksariewa ovat. atigerig cals Camu wialateve ul. aoe etm eo. oe ot AO 
Ecumenical Patriarch visits John R. Mott House. ........ ce tn bea? one 
EACC youth secretary named executive of Indonesian church council . ...-.. 40 
Indian churches to increase Support: for’ National Council. . 4°. '. eS ame. 40 
European churches debate role in furthering economic justice. ....... 42 
National Council will assist three clergymen challenging draft ruling . . 42 
Dutch Baptists weigh ties with National Council of CHUSChegrs:, aaomrvartal: 43 
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World Confessional Bodies 


Dr. Sigurd Aske to head LWF World Mission effort... .. . « s es «es 
_LWF staff in Amman directs refugee aid. . .). . se «0,0 8 0 © o « 0 68 
LWF official sees catastrophe if return of refugees is delayed. ..... . 
Four churches added to membership of World Reformed Alliance. ...... 
Reformed Alliance urges adjudication, peace work. ......-e-eeeces 
WCC-LWF meeting considers Christian healing ministry. . ....+s-+e«e-s 
Reformed churchmen hold Europe's secularization requires united witness . 
Anglican Church in Canada approves remarriage for divorced persons. .. . 
Anglican/Roman Catholic cooperation in South Africa is cited. .....- 
Cardinal Bea sends, greetings to LWF as reformation celebrations open. . . 
Refusal of visas to ecumenical delegates mars Reformation observances . .. 
Evaluation of Lutheran/Reformed dialogue is scheduled... . +. +«-« +6 
First Lutheran/Roman Catholic talks. agree on core of the Gospel ....- 
Lutherans in U.S. set $3. million. urban building programme . .. « + + + « 


World Council of Churches 


World Council Fourth Assembly: Uppsala,, Sweden, July 4-20, 1968 ..... 
Churches help. complete housing project: for refugees in Turkey . . ++ «+ 
Coptic church urges WCC to call special meeting on Middle East. . ..« + + 
Churchmen of the Year Award goes to WCC general secretary . . »« + e.+ « « 
Solution of East-West tensions not enough, third world churchman stress 
Bt POBSCY, -0> fe azer-pan tes tncwenedaten “dele tinntrreld GA teria PTL ok ERSTE tee, ter ore 
Baptist Union of Sweden to send official observer to WCC assembly . .. .« 
New focus for youth exchanges debated at Paris consultation . ... + «++. 
Supreme Catholicos of all Armenians stresses churches" unity and commit— 
NE OEE EER TEAS EF HH IL LILY LY EET ERR TE I Ie ek 
WCC names observers for Lay. Apostolate. Congress. oo. so. ‘9.0, tutae re ceae 
One-sixth of WCC's $2,000,000 appeal for Mid-East received. . . «+ « «+ 
Missouri Synod to study World Council membership. . . + + ++ + + ee « = 
Pope. plans to visit Ecumenical Patriarch in Turkey. . «+ « + + + « ¢ s.8 
Special article:. "Community development and the Churches » by Dr. Stewart 
Weg fg HE MAID 5, 6, dase. 00 spr tad ere enela ote cfanteeshe ia petbale (Wei ti date detet takifateur 
WCC leader hails Pope's visit; symbolizes “new spirit of reconciliation". 
Theological Education Fund moves to London. «. « «+ 2+ © « e+ © + © e© © 
Faith and Order commission examines challenges to unity . ». »-» + « « «s 


Taiwan Presbyterians reaffirm membership in WCC . . .. 6 «© «© © © © © @ «, 


Theological professors urge common training for clergy, laity ...-+ +. 
WCC's World Mission director addresses Presbyterian convocation . .. +. + 
Liberian and Indian take up DICARWS appointments... . « « « « «© + © © e 


King Constantine hails WCC at Central Committee opening . . «++ +e + ee 


Potter challenges churches to common evangelistic efforts . . . . «+ « + 
Blake poses WCC dilemma in report to Central Committee, . . 2 + se + « 
Churches' responsibility for family life education outlined by consultat- 

RE on tin tiat® aa) Muda ie EME hia ae Rib CE Yas Tod 1 Se\ oS h~ engine ae Tey, COt a 
Future of Faith and Order discussion planned by Commission at Bristol .. 
Spokesmen thank WCC for aid to refugees . 2.1. «+ «+ ee eee ee eee es 
DICARWS committee told of Middle East aid network . . . . 4 + + ss ee 
Church concerns for world peace, reviewed by World Council leaders ..... 
Ecumenical effort seen drawing WCC and Roman Catholics closer ... + «+ » 
Study reveals increasing lay interest in theology . ». + + + + +» # +s 
Dr. Vischer reports Bristol decisions . 1. » 0.6 e006 ee ee Boe ee 
Dr. Blake warns against excess faith in rationalism . . « » ++ + # + «©» 
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24 
26 
28 
28 
29 
24 
32 
32 
33 
37 
38 
40 
42 
43 


EPS Index/July-December, 1967 14 


World Council of Churches (continued) 


Joint WCC-RC dollar commitment seen on international efforts. ....- + + 30 
WCC Middle East statement draws near-unanimous support... . + + + +s + 31 
WCC policymakers adopt strong Vietnam statement ....-. + +++ ee es 31 
WCC asks church priority for racial justice efforts . ... ++ + s+ «2s 31 
Spain asked to liberalise laws on religious liberty . « - ++ +++ +s -8 31 
"Reconciliation" urged in strife-torn Nigeria . ...-+e«+eee ee © @ 31 
WCC resolves to give more vigorous lead in evangelism... +++ e+ + «@ 31 
WCC approves four major meetings on economic justice, development . . « » 31 
WCC sees increasing agreement on issues dividing Christians ...-. + « » 31 
New WCC commission will encourage Christian hospital joint planning . . . 31 
"Food gap" will be helped by family planning, cut in military 

expenditure, WCC committee says... ++ se eee eee eee eee s 31 
Two East Germans unable to attend Crete meeting . . . . 2 « « s+ s « ee 8 31 
Three major WCC staff appointments announced. . . . . «+ © © © © © ¢ se 31 
Central Committee approves eleven applications for WCC membership . 9.6.» 31 
First ecumenical consultation on practical theology is held . 4 ++ +s 31 
WCC-LWF meeting considers Christian healing ministry. . . + + «+ + ++ ¢s 32 
Report of WCC/RC Working Group draws comment from Vatican official....... 32 
$56,200 sought for 1968 Youth Projects. . 2. ss ee ee wes Pie ges 
Urban problems challenge churches to revise priorities, WCC ht fotda ¥ 33 
CCIA officers express concern over "tragic situation in Nigeria". . 2). . 34 
WCC delegation to Reformation celebrations hime tod vo 2%aty fopugde, afago? 34 
Ecumieniéal Patriareh to visit WOO! 2» 0% 8908 DIsWA Fey, od3, Ip popeipaydy 34 
WCC Graduate School examines renewal in world and Church. . . . - se «+ 34 
Inner-city pastor joins WCC's programme for urban ministry. . .. + 4 * « 34 
Church assistance to Near East refugees entering second stage .. + + « s 35 
"The Church and Public Opinion" discussed at Ecumenical Symposium... - 35 
Vatican observer says Central Committee took unity a nigra furthér. 2° 2°9%%, 35; 
WCC Department of Communication has new director, . 6.) 606 6 eee ee 36 
Special Article: "A Foretaste of Things to Come" - Impressions of the 

Laity Coéngréss. 5 ew eee pk ee eT eg ee ett ey of 0s oh On Ob 86, 65 Op Sa S 37 
Dr. Blake speaks on ecumenical issues at Jesuit university in Rome. .. - 37 : 
WCC conference hall and tapestry dedicated... . 0. es ese we ee Ce 


Refusal of visas to ecumenical delegates mars Reformation observances . . 38 
Ecumenical Patriarch, in WCC visit, summons churches to new collaboration 39 
Patriarch Alexi receives greetings on 90th birthday ..... ++ «s+ «+ 39 
Inter-church Aid Committee acts in Nigeria, Mideast, Vietnam. .....- 
Eminent speakers announced for Fourth World Council Assembly. . . . « « « 4y 
Week of Prayer materials prepared jointly by WCC/RCC group. . . « « « © ¢ 41 
A Christmas message from World Council's General Secretary. .... + + + 43 
Joint WCC/RCC working group hears reports on common efforts . ... .-. + 43 
CCIA director reports concern over South African trials . ... +. «e+e: 43 
Unstructured unity best for Latin America, Argentine educator tells friends 
OL WCE LS ORR OE TOF PPAR PRCA Genie de eee eee es 4 to 
Text of WCC officers’ response to Pope's call for day of peace. . ..-. ~- 44 


> 
°o 


Ecumenical Patriarchate 


Patriarch's representatives received by Pope Paul... . 2 2 0 es ee + 24 
Patriarch Athenagoras looks towards a ‘pan-Orthodox ep tie log id Bray aye) fal Sek Sih or 
Pope plans to visit Ecumenical Patriarch in Turkey... .... 6 « « « 6 « 26 
WCC leader hails Pope's visit; symbolizes “new spirit of reconciliation". . 27 
Pope and Patriarch pray for peace, ecumenical understanding 2 FOCOGzy ay 28 
Ecumeni¢al Patriarch to visit Orthodox leaders before going to Rome . 4. 28 
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Ecumenical Patriarchate (continued) 


Ecumenical Patriarch to visit WCC...... ata ies OP de eis se ee 
Serbian Patriarch welcomes Athenagoras in Belgrade, . .,;....6e8. 0% 
Patriarch and Pope to encourage closer contacts, practical co-operation . 
Ecumenical Patriarch, in WCC visit, summons churches to new collaboration 
Patriarch termed "Architect of Rapprochement" ... +s. ss se sees 
Ecumenical Patriarch visits John R. Mott House. ........ asa) GBG 
Patriarch's visit to London improves Anglican-Orthodox relations. ... .~ 


Roman Catholic Church 


Patriarch's representatives received Preecpe raul Served bees tek 8 
Encyclical on celibacy draws critical ROOGORMEA SE eso. cw irs. be ee 8 
WCC names observers for DayiApostoltatve-Uenpress =r". “so. a ee ew ee 
Catholic Church's rural estates will be iver to peavante ¢ 5 6s ss «3 
Austrian bishops relax regulations on church funerals ....... . 
WCC leader hails Pope's visit; symbolizes "new spirit of reconciliation". 
Jesuit college requests Vatican approval to affiliate with Yale ..... 
Presbyterians told of Catholic structures in Latin America. ......- 
Catholic; Reformed churches will recognize each other's DRDELSILS 055 ce fn & 
Pope and Patriarch pray for peace, ecumenical MUG SURNOGLUT sss) 6 ale a 
Ecumenical Patriarch to visit Orthodox leaders before going to Rome... 
Ecumenical effort seen drawing WCC and Roman Catholics closer ...... 
Joint WCC-RC dollar commitment seen on international efforts. ..... . 
WCC sees increasing agreement on issues dividing Christians ....... 
South African restrictions on Catholic immigrants criticised. ...... 
Report of WCC/RC Working Group draws comment’ from Vatican official. ... 
Anglican/Roman Catholic commission backs common use of churches 1... ; 
Anglican/Roman Catholic cooperation in South Africa cited ........ 
Fope Paul, VI iopensefirst Synod ‘of Bishops, /OYPSh). 2) Y OPS Pleo. 5 - Joga imme 
Disciples/Roman Catholic talks highlight importance of inter-communion. .. 
“The Church and Public Opinion" discussed at Ecumenical Symposium... . 
Vatican observer says Central Committee took unity a step further... . 
Protestant/Roman Catholic working group for New Zealand proposed. .... 
Australian Archbishop pessimistic about changing Catholic dogma ..... 
Two Archbishops dispute Loane statement ........ 4.0400 202 eee 
ByS.*pre late’ commends’ Dutch -catechranrs. 03, 220898 01, see TED, VYW, BSeOG 2: 
Laymen meeting in Rome seek more responsibility for Church's life .... 
Churches co-operate to improve Ghana's medical services .......%. 
Special Article: "A Foretaste of Things to Come" - Impressions of the 
Raity Congresa® 242; siiem-qrbtevih enieel oq iqmeeygs aiiegesioat 8998 
Laity Congress acts on birth control, racism, lay representation. ... . 
Cardinal Bea sends greetings to LWF as reformation celebrations open. . . 
Dr. Blake speaks on ecumenical issues at Jesuit university in Rome... . 
BRashops divided, on, mixed, manriagenod .eAond .maisekmyog Qi lojigo samen \mbor 
Bishops' action on mixed marriage termed "disappointing" by WCC expert. . 
Synod of Bishops acts, on, cribis) ofjdaithi goliareqeo? 21 fog3 gl, memo. \nBot 
Roman Catholic administrator appointed to Sudan see ........42ee-e 
Noted Roman Catholic theologian defends Luther's doctrine .... 


Roman Catholic participation in local councils increases rapidly, BCC/RCC_ 


STOW PROEE TEs 6 sa se bk Ue ea Olle eke oe 
Week of Prayer materials prepared jointly by WCC/RCC group. ....... 
First Lutheran/Roman Catholic talks agree on core of the Gospel ..... 
Non-Catholic children relieved of religious instruction ......e+¢.. 
Joint WCC/RCC working group hears reports on common efforts ...... .» 
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Roman Catholic Church (continued) 
Peatedam testes tara wine dah oa 2 


Roman Catholic theologians visit Russia ..........e.e 
Dutch Bishop replies on inter-church communion. ........ 
Orthodox service held for Cardinal VOCS LRN be a seo e  eP Muiee Sis 
Pope Paul advocates day of peace; WCC, Lutherans respond, . . « 
Roman Catholic delegation reports cordial reception in Russia . 
Mississippi priest to head U.S. ecumenical affairs office... 


WCC team meets with national leaders of pontifical commission on 


justice and peace ..... 


° o “ ° ° 6 ® ° ° e 6, @ . © e e e 


CATEGORY II: Substance 
Se tae TN RT sn N a 


Anti-Semitism 


Revision of Spanish texts reported to Jewish/Christian society. 


Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes 
a  eCumenical Attitudes 


Union of Methodist/EUB churches gains necessary votes ..... 
New Zealand churches! act of commitment hailed as major event , 
Methodist students vote to join U.S. ecumenical Bod ye es es 
Patriarch Athenagoras looks towards a pan-Orthodox council. .. 


Supreme Catholicos of all Armenians stresses churches' unity and 


commitment. . , 3 i 


VELKD churches asked to state attitude on intercommunion. .. . 
British Methodists reject pleas to delay Anglican union talks . 
Catholic, Reformed churches will recognize each other's baptism 
NCC women's agency elects four Catholics. .. eupw OP IPOS ey see 
Faith and Order commission examines challenges to unity... . 
Anglican Methodist unity decision delayed for a year in Britain 
Blake poses WCC dilemma in report to Central Committee... 9. . 


Future of Faith and Order discussion planned by Commission at Bristol 
Ecumenical effort seen drawing WCC and Roman Catholics closer... . 


Dr. Vischer reports Bristol decisions .. 2. . POPIPS Ps 39: 


WCC sees increasing agreement on issues dividing Christians .... > 
Burmese Faith and Order Consultation propose steps towards re-union . | 


Report of WCC/RC Working Group draws comment ‘from Vatican official. ... 


Reformed churchmen hold Europe's secularization requires united witness 


Anglican/Roman Catholic commission backs common use of churches ... . 


Communion for other Christians backed by Episcopal bishops... .. . 


Anglican/Roman Catholic cooperation in South Africa cited 1... 


Episcopal convention acts on church union, heresy trials, Vietnam War’ 


Fifth church joins Cameroon union talks 


e * e ° e ° e . ° e . . 


"Dissentient opinion" given to Anglican-Methodist negotiators... . 
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Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes (continued) 


Australian Presbyterians start action to unite with Methodists/ 


Congregationalistssiely Geared. ie5s Vo! enei¢inneos ator veqne Matryso° 
Disciples/Roman Catholic talks highlight importance of inter-communion. 


Union of three Pacific, Islands churches set for January . + « «» » 


Seven denominations start ecumenical.campus ministry. . + + +++ ees 


Postponement of Anglican/Methodist vote termed Vda ite” ecg 4e 274 
Vatican observer'says Central Committee took unity a step further 
Protestant/Roman Catholic working group for New Zealand proposed. 
Taiwan Presbyterians invite Japanese team for preaching mission . 
Australian Archbishop pessimistic about changing Catholic dogma . 
Two Archbishops dispute Loane statement . . - + «+ *+ e+ # e * ¢ 
German Lutherans will open talks with Reformed, United churches . 
Presbyterian synod in Brazil opposes ecumenism. . - + + + +++ 


Dr. Blake speaks on ecumenical issues at Jesuit university in Rome. 
First Roman Catholic/WCC conference on economic development set « «+ » 


Ecumenical Patriarch, in WCC visit, summons churches to new collaboration 


Patriarch termed "Architect of Rapprochement™ . 2. . 6 © + 5 ee e 8 8 


Italian Protestant churches form a federation... ++ +++: 
Special Article: The Unity of the Church and the Unity of Mankind 
Ecumenical meeting in Ghana 2.0.06 6) 6 eee wee ee ee ee 
Protestant churches in northern Madagascar unite. « «+ + © + + 
Inter-confessional news bulletin launched in U.S...» «© © es # * 
Week of Prayer materials prepared jointly by WCC/RCC group. - + + 
Churches in Equatorial Guinea discuss union . «4 e+ eee see 
Swedish bishop responds favourably to plea to share Churches. coy. 
Swedish Baptist challenges church to ecumenical steps . ++ ++ > 
British Methodist/Roman Catholics confer. . 2. «© « s+ » «© # ss #8 
Joint WCC/RCC working group hears reports on common efforts . - + 
Dutch Baptists weigh ties with National Council of Churches . . -« 
Protestant/Roman Catholic council formed by Ohio churches... - 
Dutch bishop replies on inter-church communion. . - + + + ++ +s 
French Christians launch joint peace imitiative ..... + sss s 


Unstructured unity best for Latin America, Argentine educator tells 


friends. of WCC. 30! wd. oummrpowd. Jaloj. Seoqodg- vam Qrorygs geiste 
Canadian consultation. proposes joint working groups «+ +++ ++ 
Cuban council of churches concentrates on unity .- ++ ++ +s -s 
Joint ownership of churches arranged in U.S. ‘planned city’... 
Archbishop Camara addresses Methodist school of theology. . +s + 


Church Buildings and Architecture 


Swedish bishop responds favourably to plea to share church. .. . 
Joint ownership of churches arranged in U.S. ‘planned city’... 


Church Discipline 


Encyclical on celibacy draws critical response. . . +. + «+e.» 
Deported bishop resigns post, will join Santa Barbara Centre. . . 


Protestant missions declining in Angola, Portuguese limit re-entry of 


missionaries. ° ° ° . ° e ° e . * « e eS ° e o ° * ° o e e e ° 
Top U.S. Court will rule on aid to parochial schools. ...+ «+ >» 


Syria takes over all private schools, including those of churches 
All Albanian churches reported ae FS TN Pee are ee, a Pa ae 
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Church - State Relations 


Missionaries ‘barred’ from’ India /2".°F 9Os208. J7e7e. euaizesvdsesT  nalies 


East German paper sets conditions for West German visitors. .. +. «+ 


Two East Germans unable to attend Crete meeting; Committee voices regret 


South African restrictions on Catholic immigrants criticised. ... « 
Reformation celebrations to proceed despite East German restrictions. 
Orthodox monastery in Bulgaria goes back to church. . .. 1. see # * 
U.S. Ambassador defends missionaries in India .......es sss 
Sudan to admit African ministers on recommendation of AACC. . «+ + » 
Refusal of visas to ecumenical delegates mars Reformation observances 
Southern Africa Lutheran group invites more church-state study. ... » 
Dissident Baptists reported imprisoned in USSR so. ss0% 6 ee ee 
Increased religious activity noted by Czech Communists. . . «6 + # «6 « 
Ugandans debate church's role in nation's life. . . 1. 6 see eel « 
India's Prime Minister reports restrictions on missionaries . »+ «+ 
Non-Catholic children relieved of religious instruction . . «+ # «+ 


Confessional and Denominational Life and Structure 


Baptist Union of Sweden to send official observer to WCC Assembly . . 
UsS. majority believe religion losing influence .. . 2. 2. 1 2 «© ee 
British Methodists report large membership decline. £1. oe e006 «cee 
Russian Methodists ipaimer. -f iid Dedpoe. Pisolinud. ewan daanteestnose 
Lutheran church in South Africa initiates five-year plan... wowoe + » 
Churches in South Sudan grow weaker in absence of pastors .. 
Presbyterians told of Catholic structures in Latin Achexteas goseeds fe 
Macedonians leave Serbian Orthodox Church . 2.0. Sop ee we te eee 
Taiwan Presbyterians reaffirm membership in WCC . . ss wis we ees 
Seven Dutch Reformed ministers seek Presbyterian membership 


Special Report: The Position of the Evangelical Church in Hungary ~- an 


interview with Bishop Zoltan Kaldys os 2.) sooo. oe ede) wee soe te 
Presbyterians accept Reformed churchmen as ministers. 1. 6 6 «ses 
Disciples of Christ assembly endorses more centralised church 
Cuban Methodist “autorionty idétgue, 204 Fo0K. OF 351.202. teed viinw boadtou 
British working group may propose joint programme by 1969 .. .0.060% 
United Church board names new executive secretary ... . 
Greek Primate calls for sweeping FeLormas oS BPD AUN Y 405449 9URS « 
Resignation of Estonian Lutheran archbishop is announced. 
Swedish Baptist challenges church to ecumenical steps . . 
Reformed Church adopts new code of church law . 


° ® e a J e 


e e e e e e e e e e ° 


Conscientious Objectors and Military Exemption 


Seminarians join others in surrendering draft cards ... 
Catholic magazine backs civil disobedience. 
Usewof Grace: Cathedral denied. s,.. 9.5 is, «ins tusteioaed on Riad eee 
National Council will assist three clergymen challenging draft ruling 
Pope Paul advocates day of peace; WCC, Lutherans respond. 
Rome correspondent comments on day of peace proposal. . ... 2... 6s 
Text of WCC officers’ response to Pope's call for day of peace. 


Education 


‘Yugoslav Baptists dedicate theological school facilities. ... 
Danish Baptists strengthen seminary at Télidse. ..... +e 
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Education (continued) 


Jesuit college requests Vatican approval to affiliate with Yale... +. 27 
gncolosical ratcation, rund moves tO LOGON... «>. oi «. «c® sate sadedecad i *aaaded 
Theological professors urge common training for clergy,. laity ..... + 28 
Christian Education Institute stresses orientation on needs ... + ++ + 29 
TV-discussion will involve 5 million Americans in ‘citizen education ... . 33 
Ecumenical religious instruction offered in Dutch province. ....+ + + + 33 
Christian presence in higher education examined at European consultation. 33 
WCC Graduate School examines renewal in world and Church. .....+. + + 34 
Clusters of theological schools predicted for U.S., Canada. ...... « 35 
Seven denominations start ecumenical campus ministry. ..... «.+ 6 © + « « 39 
Philippine seminary to install EACC staff member as president ..... - »' 395 
Top U.S. court will rule on aid to parochial schools. .:...5+ «+ ;¢ 0 « » 30 
Syria takes over all private schools, including those of churches... . 36 
Co-operative theological education marks new gains in California. ..... 41 
Bavarian churches agree to mixed, Schools. ain oie Me tur mh © uM enter tien lator Sond HES 
Revision of Spanish texts reported to Jewish/Christian society. .... . 42 
Non-Catholic children relieved of religious instruction . .'. .. +++. 42 


Ethics 


Caurchmen comment On GLVOLCE, LAW DEODOSS LS si nw tee ee te htt Ae fe tt ce 
Anglican Church in Canada approves remarriage for divorced persons. .. . 32 
Debate on revolution draws overflow Geneva audience ....« «+ + « e.0 + « 42 


Evangelism 


Potter challenges churches to common evangelistic efforts . . .. «+++ 29 
WCC resolves to give more vigorous lead in evangelism...» «+ «+ + «31 
Presence and solidarity needed to proclaim the Gospel, Potter holds .. . 33 
New converts in Indonesia strain Bible Society's. resources. «. «2 es ene 34 
Arucha crusade draws participants from three countries. . « « «+s + + « « 34 
Conservative Protestants study co-operative evangelistic drive. . ...... 35 
Taiwan Presbyterians invite Japanese team for preaching mission... . . 36 


Family Planning 


Protestant hospitals in India support family planning ......-++ +. 25 
Singapore Protestants oppose efforts to legalise abortion. ....-+-.. 32 


Festivals and Anniversaries 


Reformation celebrations to proceed despite East German restrictions. . . 32 
WCC delegation to Reformation celebrations ftps pgp ape. Reapers arin 
Cardinal Bea sends greetings to LWF as reformation celebrations open. . . 37 
Refusal of visas to ecumenical delegates mars reformation observances . . 38 
Ecumenical nature of Reformation observances is hailed...» » «+ «+ « 38 
Patriarch Alexi receives greetings on 90th birthday . . 1.2 «4 © «© © + + 39 
Reformation observed in new ecumenical climate. . . . «©» » ©» «© © © © «© « 39 
Bethlehem open to Christians only on Christmas eve. . .. +. «+ + « « + « 40 
A Christmas message from World Council's General Secretary. . .. ++... 43 
Jordanian Christians cancel Christmas season festivities. . . .. ++ + « 43 
Human Ribitts Year “Taunched.s «4.0 tehed AweRtetheen @harehe 2 2 8 § 3.0 9 49 
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General 


Photo’ Oikoumene™ No. Meret SHAT 2 aks le co lcs NET uk pe calc gel aclu ae aslhaee etue del were 
Photo’ Oikoumene’\NOeZ « stone td '-aihe Vos HONE, ek Mane Ve Ba UOLa is ae ae cepe sphea se 
Photo Oikoumene ‘NOpS ise” eg le Me Vas Merde hace CORO taba BRE CEM, NERC E te 
Photo Oikoumene’ NO.4 i) o's) Sig es Le. wie eye le Gel lg 1a 1G ine se se uc6 we seuss 
Photo: Oikoumene NOs «ier I. Herts calcs Meno iawe Belle Gidatieiit, EOBL VALE taileas we we 
Photo Oikoumene No.6. ....'e 2 « « % Fe CUM Cal se a6 yo ag te AV va cote enn ae 


Information 


Broadcasts to China held necessary by East Asia Radio/TV association.’. .' 


TV-discussion will involve 5 million Americans in citizen education .. . 
"The Church and Public Opinion" discussed at ecumenical symposium... . 
Christian communicators in Asia hold consultation . .......«e-e-.- 
Swiss Protestant Federation vetoes international radio station... .... 
Asian radio network forced to postpone broadcasts .....+.ee-seevee 


Inter-church Aid 


Churches help complete housing project tor refugees in Turkey +s . +. % 
YMCAs assess Middle East needs, offer prompt: help ...... +.» ¢ % % «© * 
Japanese churches seek to help Asian farmers. . ......-+-e see © ee 
Additional donations pledged for Middle East refugees . ......e see 
One-sixth of WCC's $2,000,000 appeal for Mid-East received. ....... 
AFPRO .completes '165:jwel lean Bihan: in absences of, paahara’isow late aon ORES 
Catholic church's rural estates will be given to peasants ...... +» 
Special report: "Community Development and the Churches", by Dr. Stewart 


* 


Ws Hetman® o' 0/1. tiet Sse let els Mee UM CI alts Wits fw 6 we ae oe eS eee e 
Russian Orthodox Church sends equipment to Kenya Council. . .....2.6-s. 
Australians launch "force ten" to increase overseas aid . .....ee-. 
DICARWS Committee told of Middle East aid network . ......+6ve6ve0e6e 
New WCC commission will encourage Christian hospital joint planning . . ; 
WCC-LWF meeting considers Christian healing ministry. . ...... e's 
Norwegian people give $1.4 million for work of mission societies. .... 
Episcopal women vote $24 million for urban crisis . ......+.+ © oe « 
Aid to Vietnam may continue, Australian churches told ....... «+ 
Japanese Christians recruit technicians to work in Vietnam, India... . 
Measures to prevent future famines scesrsted by India relief agencies . . 
Churches co-operate to improve Ghana's medical services ......s2.2-e 
Churches seek to keep Vietnam relief separate from government programme . 
German churches give £85,000 to enlarge Africa radio-TV centre. ..i.. 
Nigerian Christian Council authorizes relief action for civil war victims 
CCSA mandate puts stress on recruiting personnel for nation-building. . . 
Inter-church Aid Committee acts on Nigeria, Mideast, Vietnam. .:.... 
New strategy for increasing Indian food production proposed ....... 
"Bread for the World" appeals for one day's salary: «2 2 4.4 4.4.0 @itice 
German “church ‘sends ‘help td" Portugal < ci sae. eter meets Ub eb ns CHAE oe se 
Uses of inter-church aid in Latin America examined. .........4.- 
Austrian church council to share responsibility for refugees. ...... 
Churchmen say all must act to meet world food crisis. ......seseeee 
Churches send assistance to Yugoslav quake victims. . . 06 the os Re 8 tat 
Jordan government helps churches aarlift tents for refugees . ...... 
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Inter-Church Contacts, Exchanges and Relations 


Hope seen for overcoming differences between Orthodox churches. . 4... 28 | 
Ecumefiical Patriarch to.vishbawoey. du08. bbiwie geddtouetor Osh. to. soi sege134 
Reformation observed in new ecumenical climate. . . 2. . 0 8 es 6 @ © ew» SI 
Patriarch's visit to London improves Anglican-Qrthodox relations. . « « « 40 
First Lutheran/Orthodox talks held in United States . . 1 es 0e-0 6 © «© « 41 
Relevance of theology to life concerns South African teachers ..... . 42 
British Methodist/Roman Catholics confer... sso. 6 6 slew ee « ww 6 42 
Dutch bishop replies on inter-church communion. . 2.0. 6 4 se 6 6 o 8 « « 43 
Protestant/Roman Catholic council formed by Ohio churches . . 6 «+ « « » 43 
Roman Catholic theologians visit RussSia wei. ce ee ee ee eee reese doe 43 
Episcopal consecration set at Roman Catholic cathedral. . 1. . 2. 6 «6 6 + 6 144 


Inter-Confessional Contacts, Exchanges and Relations 


Patriarch's representatives received by Pope Paul... . 1. 6 6 6 « « ~ 24 
Pope plans to visit Ecumenical Patriarch in Turkey. . 2. 6 6 «6 ee + 6 «© » 26 ) 
Jesuit college requests Vatican approval to affiliate with Yale... . «.27 
Presbyterians told of Catholic structures in Latin America. . .. +6. « - 2/7 
Ecumenical service set for Archbishop of Canterbury . 1.9. 2.06 «2 «© «© © 6 27 
Pope and Patriarch pray for peace, ecumenical understanding . .. +» « « «+ 28 
Young people discuss commitment at second Taizé gatheringias -neisasotok. 232 
Ecumenical religious instruction offered in Dutch province. « «+ « « + «33 
Churches co-operate to improve Ghana's,medical services . .. 4 «6 + + « + 36 
German Lutherans invite reformed churches to start dialogue ....... 37 
Cardinal Bea sends greetings tq LWF as reformation celebrations open. . . 37 | 
First Roman Catholic/WCC conference on economic development set... . . 38 : 
Patriarch and Pope to encourage closer contacts, practical co-operation . 38 
Ecumenical nature of Reformation observances is hatled. ... . .. +... 38 
Istanbul clergy hold ecumenical service on anniversary of Anglican Church 39 
Beumenical meeting; inyGhanaras .faw' s" Shot s0s wewowe oy slaly es IS GW ie 4x99 
Consensus on mixed marriage reached in U.S. Reformed/Roman Catholic talks 39 
Roman Catholic participation in local councils increases rapidly, BCC/RCC 
Broup Hedre Marin pp lee Pape, Te Taree, Gange, Cantitess: 0h ke a 3 0 
Evaluation of Lutheran/Reformed dialogue is scheduled . . 1... 6 6 » « « » 40 
Inter-confessional news bulletin launched in U.S. . 1.6. 4 6 ee ew @ «© 40 
Cardinal Konig returns from Romanian visit. . 6. ee eee eee we we ww Al 
First Lutheran/Roman Catholic talks agree on core of the Gospel... . . 42 
Interconfessional night school ehrols 430 students... 4. 2. 6 «© 6 ee «© 6 42 
Joint WCC/RCC working group hears reports on common efforts . . «4 «6 +. +» 43 
ues Presbyterian document allows union congregations ... . 6 + + + 0 « 43 
Orthodox service held for Cardinal Spellman . . 2. 6 6 6 6 w wie eee 2 AB 
Protestant/Roman Catholic council formed by Ohio churches . . 1.4 6s « « 43 
Joint ownership of churches arranged in U.S. ‘planned city' ....... 44 


Inter-Faith Relations 


Indonesian government condemns anti-Christian demonstrations. . ... . . 38 
Sixth general triennial assembly of NCC Indonesia meets despite tensions. 39 
Three-man Russian Orthodox delegation visits U.S... 1 1 se 6 ee © oo 42 


International Affairs 


Greater effort to end Vietnam war urged by Brethren Church. ... 4.6 6 « « 24 
Coptic Church urges WCC to call special meeting on Middle East. «+ «+s 24 
Religious bodies in Jerusalem promised freedom, . 4 1 ss se se eee 24 
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International Affairs (continued) 


U.S. Orthodox bishops ,ask international status for Jerusalem shrines... 
Delegation of U.S. churchmen visits South Vietnam... 2's «6 6 6 4 tee 
Solution of East-West tensions not enough, third world churchmen stress 


at Bossey eit te he COWOR ITU 6 Oo GOVOT Ms MEDNOS OTe TH BCV4 S48 
U.S. prelate stressed Maronite neutrality 2... .0. 6 eee se wee 
NCC (USA) speaks out on Middle East>. sss. ose Sie eOeels Boone 
NCC in U.S. supports U.N. sanctions against Southern Rhodesia ... . 
Bishop Sheen urges U.S. leave Vietnam’. . .. Sos 8 ee eo 0 we ee 
Dutch churchmen hold Vietnam war threatens veracity of U.S. ....-. 
Church concerns for world peace reviewed by World Council leaders .. 
Joint WCC~RC dollar commitment seen on international efforts. .... 
WCC Middle East statement draws near-unanimous support. . . . . «6 « « 
WCC policymakers adopt strong Vietnam statement . .°. . . + + « + «+ + 
Episcopal convention acts on church union, heresy trials, Vietnam war 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft challenges European churches to reconcile East and 


West ene 0 et oO 8 Me te Coe Sete eS Se dea et ete LG Deli JSC YODY. BIR 
Australian Presbyterians urge peace moveS 4.9. 406 6 sev ee be es 
New Zealand churchmen add signatures to Vietnam protest 4 1... ss % 
European churches vote full-time secretary,urge abolition of N.A.T.O. 

Warsaw pact’ .) GV igoy agngy SOL mQang? ,OChaqeae li We T@rhOwsstSeu b 
U.S. delégation joins Russian churchmen in appeal on Vietnam. . ».. 
Catholic magazine backs civil disobedience. 1... 1.0. se ee eee ow 
British Council of Churches receives report on European Common Market 


° 
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24 
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25 
25 
26 
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28 
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30 
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Aid is imperative for building world community, U.N. day observance hears 


Let Asian nations decide on Vietnam, Blake suggests 1... 2. 6 2 ee « 


U.S. Church/Society Conference proposes strategies for action... .- 


Prague Peace Conference urged to send mission to Mideast. .. . 0. « 
CCIA director reports concern over South African trials ... 2.4 . . 
Pope Paul advocates day of peace; WCC, Lutherans responds . .... . 
Text of WCC officers' response to Pope's call for day of peace... . 


Laity 


WCC names observers for Lay Apostolate congress. . . . s. 6 6 © s @ « 
Laymen provide solution to shortage of ministers in Australia, Wales. 
Theological professors urge common training. for clergy, laity .... 
Study reveals increasing lay interest in theology . . 1... 6. 6 ee 'e 
Laymen meeting in Rome seek more responsibility for Church's life oe 
Laity congress acts on birth control, racism, amy representation. ea 
Special article: ‘A Foretaste of things to come' - Impressions of the 

Laity Congress. jor Her Wilh oe. OR GAa RE A RA OR AR APLAR 20 


New House of Dialogue dedicated im Kyotos 2.08 be ee 


Literature 


Scripture distribution in Kenya mountséys 0. oH) aPe ig ce pe de ce 0 ye ce tue 
Christian publishers in Japan gain entry to secular markets ..... 
Paperback New Testament passes five million mark in ten months. ... 
Communist reviewer hails Old Testament as literature. . ..... +. 
Inter-confessional news bulletin launched in U.S. ......-.+ see 


Asian Bible Societies plan five-year programme. . .. «1 «6 + se ee 


Seminary review prints excerpts from Bonhoeffer letters ...... - 
Complete edition of Bible to be published in USSR’... ws. ee we 
Greek church to publish 100,000 New Testaments. . . 1... «6 « « ee © 
Bibliograph gives full listing of ecumenical volumes. . . . 6 « + «© « 
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Liturgy and Forms of Worship 


New society to broaden under standing of liturgical traditions ..... 
Marxism 

British Christians, Marxists hold first exploratory dialogue. ..0... 
Ministry 


Church of England finds "time not right" for decision on women priests, 
Theological professors urge common training for clergy sp shal by ohtp' 20, |; 
Methodist overseas consultation urges diversity of ministries... .. 
Office for Diaconal Ministry established in Geneva. .. 6... se ees 
Armenian bishops ‘consecrated. . « i sinter gniqsewe aod “ellap stamixt 
Wothen admittéd to ministry *in;Holland }.,44iiob fete OMI Ke teaus: per 
Former reformed minister ordained in special Roman Catholic rite. ... 


Missions 


Gongos Baptist missionary killed by raiders... ..... . . . etusdid L 
vio. pines €vacuating missionaries in Conpgay?. )) 0 oe OO 
Missionaries: barred ‘from (India. iu) ih. Wiaw Yaetaide ERs Beasheta bis, 
Presbyterians suggest flexible missionary appointments. ....4.... 
Special Report: Sheffield Industrial Mission - Report on a Crisis... 
Churches in Korea, Japan seek pact to cooperate in mission. ...... 
eememeniereetagtite. Aden eis le in inital lem WIR Re 6 LPS 
Norwegian people give $1.4 million for work of mission societies. . .. 
U.S. ambassador defends missionaries in India... ..0e 0s soe we ek 
Sudan to admit African ministers on recommendation of AACC. ...... 
Protestant missions declining in Angola, Portuguese limit re-entry 
ciivmisciohariest.. Gr ..0 a ORO eet powete® Sbhfotivas, ep th 29, 
Costa Rica, Panama Methodists send first missionary . )o)%. 2 os ew. 
Baptist missionaries pulled back to larger Congo centres. .. 0. ..°.. 
Christian missions, charity hit by pound's devaluation. ........ 
India's Prime Minister reports restrictions on missionaries ...... 
Leading East German clergy attend mission conference. ......... 


Mixed Marriages 


Ecumenical statement on mixed marriages published by Swiss churches . . 
Bishops ‘divided .on mixed ‘martiage ye heh as Smirk iiys yoy Forfoyudo 57s 
Bishops! action on mixed marriage termed "disappointing" by WCC expert . 
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36 


130 
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37 
38 


Consensus on mixed marriage reached in U.S. Reformed/Roman Catholic talks 39 


Joint formula devised for Anglican/Roman Catholic wedding ....... 


National Independence and Building 


CCSA mandate puts stress on recruiting personnel for nation-building. . 
Loatian Christians will aid national development programme. ...... 
Replacement of experienced Chinese leaders “perturbs" British visitor . 
CCIA director reports concern over South African trials’. ....... 


” 


42 


38 
38 
41 
43 
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Orthodox Churches 
setae ey UT Ene s: 


Coptic Church urges WCC to call special meeting on Middle East. 


U.S. Orthodox bishops ask international Status for Jerusalem shr 


Patriarch Athenagoras looks towards a pan-Orthodox council. . . 
Armenian Cathedral in U.S. sets dedication EGF LOGE Ale ele ees 
Russian Orthodox Church sends equipment to Kenya Council. ... 
Macedonians leave Serbian Orthodox Church ava Tee Mee toa tet a 
Hope seen for overcoming differences between Orthodox churches. 


Ecumenical Patriarch to visit Orthodox leaders before going to Rome 


° 


ines. 


Patriarch of Jerusalem claims sole authority to speak on holy places. 


Archbishop Ieronymos announces large-scale transfer of clergy . 
Church of Greece breaks ties with new Macedonian church... . 
Serbian Patriarch welcomes Athenagoras in Belgrade. ......, 


U.S.A. Presbyterians close mission, continue to support Coptic Church 


Greek Primate calls for sweeping refornsy, oe ogee TAT Ise OF ae A 
Three-man Russian Orthodox delegation visits’ Us.) Soo. 
Roman Catholic theologians visit Russia. . Hi aw is Gane ee ‘glare “iy at 
Roman Catholic delegation reports cordial reception in Russia:. 
Archbishop Saliba sets tour of Middle Basoet ray YLQrest a ae « 


Personal Liberty 


Legal aid pledged to 36 Southwest Africans on trial for treason 
Three Hungarian churchmen reported under arrest ........, 


Personalities 
sk teonaiities 


Dr. Sigurd Aske to.head LWF World MS sion “EPPO Ee, My re aT 
Churchmen of the Year Award goes to WCC general Secretary & so 
Canon Rodger appointed cathedral provost in Edinburgh . ..., 
Chief Luthuli dies ‘at 68, 1960 Nobel peace prize winner . jig ost 
Death of Miss Raymonde Ramamonjy-Ratrimo. . . . . Fe WAL Ae i Fe le 
John Lambrinidis, YMCA leader, ‘dies in’Athens . 0°. °° 7 
Ecumenical pioneer dies ..»..... Ter Le eh ee ge ee eee 
Liberian and Indian take up DICARWS appointments. ......., 
King Constantine hails WCC at Central Committee meeting .... 
Three major WCC staff appointments announced. o PME a IT PaE ey 
Office for Diaconal Ministry established in Geneva. ..... : 
Inner-city pastor joins WCC's programme for urban ministry. .. 
One world or disaster, Blake tells U.S .nstudentey representatt, 
Philippine seminary to install EACC staff member as president , 
European churches vote full-time secretary, urge abolition of N 

Warsaw.pact....aw.wd™ PLE OM TREY UMOEET 8x san os Ge ab oe Ge ee Gere 
WCC Department of Comunication has new director . ; 
WCC conference hall and tapestry dedicated. ... 
New director of Asian Christian service named , 
Russian Orthodox Exarch arrives in Bast, Bor] PCOS SES Pe Bee 
Patriarch Alexi receives greetings on 90th birthday 
First woman preacher at St, Pauitesyi2g 124% 


e e e e e. e e e * e ad 


EACC youth secretary named executive of Indonesian Church council 


Eminent Speakers announced for Fourth World Council Assembly. 
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28 
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52 
36 
40 
40 
42 
43 
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Personalities (continued) 


Orthodox service held for Cardinal Spellman alg avo'xs 


Race Relations 


Rhodesian Methodists reject separate develépment. ......... +. 24 
Preaching crusade needed to change hearts of men, U.S. Negro leader holds 24 
Ford Foundation supports church-related Negro colleges. . 2. 2. 2... 26 
Chief Luthuli dies at 68; Nobel Peace Prize winner. 0°. 2. 20s. 0s 2 2 2. 27 
Dr. King says “operation breadbasket" will become nation-wide ..... . 2/ 
Missouri Synod acts on open housing, employment . .... 25 + e+ see ee 27 
Special Report: Church's reconciling presence felt in areas of racial 
conflict °°. Se eee abe SS ted eevee SCOTIA TS PAPWP%W AV 
Methodist Mission Board will withdraw funds if bank renews South Africa 
CHEdit. oc teins Wintods\ dead Akigdudbal “x02 qozbdlosdh eon MOlIWSLTIQ0S4 
Deported bishop resigns post, will join Santa Barbara centre... ... . 35 
Southern Africa Lutheran group invites more church-state study... . . . 38 
"Christian cards’ depict life in.slum areas)... 6 see eee ee ee 43 
Human rights’ year bauncheds }¥snia Pei Vie Wo didi Masti rok QR OGW 659.43 


Rallies and Assemblies 


FACC working committee reviews plans for its fourth assembly. .... . . 39 
Sixth general triennial assembly of NCC Indonesia meets despite tensions. 39 
Asian churchmen to review ecumenical progress at EACC Assembly... . . . 40 


Refugees and Migrants 


LWF staff.in Amman, directs, refugee aide ;. sémecnn« «> moesss -ovow etsse 8026 
YMCA asked to start community projects in ten Jordanian refugee camps». . 26 
LWF official sees catastrophe if return of refugees is delayed. ... . . « 28 
Spokesmen thank WCC for aid to refugees . 6.6 ee ew vie te eee we 29 
Demoralization called biggest South Vietnam problem ... . s:e5e sows oe 33 
Church assistance to Near East refugees entering second stage. . «+. . 35 
Role of migrants in economic development debated by European church 
COMMITTCE® can baan unt mateatarte asvouore Sonerebnes -yI9ioe2\derwd) ~ 2% 
Jordan government helps churches airlift tents for refugees . . -. + + - 44 


Religious Libert 


French Radio reports Spain imprisons Jehovah's Witnesses... «+ ++ + + 25 
Spain reported tightening the reins in several areas, «+ + +s es ees 25 
Protestant pastors urge churches to ignore order to register... + «+ « 28 
Spanish Protestants urge, solidarity facing new law. 2... ese se ee es 29 
Spain asked to liberalize laws on relisionsidibertypagudieivi! .e3¢5- semioandO 
New Law threatens ecumenism, Spanish Catholics assert ... . + © # eee + 33 
Spain's Baptists vote to defy new religious, Lawy iA bobid os Skustohro ini to eB! 
Dissident Baptists reparted imprisoned in USSR ; smeata-Od.slacea- aemow Ga 
Spanish Protestants urged to postpone decision on registration. ..... 41 
Spain extends deadline on nelLigious (Law ma $6 -¢S9Gfeones «eas isadrdd> ne ice 44 
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Repentence, Actions and Reconciliation 


German reconciliation group plans project in Poland . we Rise .* 6 6 lee 16 en 
"Reconciliation" urged. in strife-torn Nigexla foe Jevduaten cheie G,° (*'.s Bae 


Sacraments 


Catholic, Reformed churches will recognize each other's baptism... 5. 27 
Communion for other Christians backed by Episcopal bishops. .. . ss. 5s 33 
Dutch bishop replies on inter-church communion, .. . 8: RIAD, Shug iy, FeLGu4g 


Social, Economic and Political Problems and Christian Action 
EEC EOD remS anid Christian Action 


Gap between affluence, poverty held a defiiance'.of God .. «, -.s. -a5¢l}aigs 95 
Theme of Asian Church and Society Conference is set... .. fi, FEF ROTI 226 
Modernization sets backdrop for Indonesian church/society meeting .. 9. . 27 
Churches’ responsibility for family life education outlined by 

consultation nies. sisJazdaide guems4e2ivqi quoyg sarst » BPSITE PAPE IVPSZS 
Reformed Alliance urges adjudication, Peacetwork» 2G),  2b38D TBLIpizd) 99 
Joint WCC-RC dollar commitment seen on international efforts. . .. . . 4 30 
WCC approves four major meetings on economic justice, development , , ; . 31 
"Food gap" will be helped by family planning, cut in military’ 

expenditure, WCC Committee SASS 8 ite Wiel te ee OE UE Re, i 
Bible Society spokesmen assesé special needs of secular man. ¢ . 2°... 32 
World YMCA acts on refugees, youth needs, planned parenthood, *2 72878, Y2*S932 
U.S. National Council pledges loans to improve ghetto areas . 1. . 
Urban problems challenge churches to revise priorities, WCC group holds «33 
CCIA officers express concern over “tragic situation in Nigeria®™ oS 2° D029 36 
One world or disaster, Blake tells U.S. PRENSA ee 
Less talk, more action on economic justice is goal of Europe's youth 

secretaries® .ayi9i sinabsol. peg ps, agoeLorg vit | a een cg 
Measures to prevent future famines suggested by India relief agencies . . 36 
Aid is imperative for building world community, U.N. day observance hears 37 
EKD to launch education drive on behalf of poor’ countries’? Ato Ba tf 1m] 
Asian Church and Society Conference held in Korea i Se a ue a Jom yee 
First Roman Catholic/WCC conference on economic development set’. 4... . 38 
U.S. Church/Society conference proposes ectateciestfor’ action » 39477 38 
"Urban crisis" fund of $1 million approved by Presbyterians .. ... . . 38 
Role of migrants in economic development debated by European church’ 

committees <4" .jaias. WCC! «. promenmine. fer tern cen LSOry.. pope eee 
New strategy for increasing Indian food production proposed ....... 40 
Churchmen from three European nations put forward aid, trade proposals. . 41 
Southern Presbyterians propose drive against world hunger... .... . 421 
European churches debate role in furthering economic SUSEL CEs ORT 2 eer Ola 
Debate on revolution draws overflow Geneva audience Pe ee wee oe ae 
Churchmen cite ‘frightening’ rise in use of Unies. SSee Gee ee ee ee 
Lutherans in U.S. set $3 million urban building programme . 2... 1... 43 
Uses of inter-church aid in Latin America examined. BR ter gg) ge hg seers ik 
700 Women seek 40 places in Mindolo homemakirig cour sé%3*, ©7ei/9ge< seebiseitns 
‘Christian cards' depict life in slum areas... . .. ia ek ea ae del i ale ere 
Jordanian Christians cancel Christmas SCASON-TEStiViLies. UEP? Bvassxe HIbGaS 
CCIA director reports concern over South African trials Wiw sve se tba eee 
Churchmen say all must act to meet world food ee TT od TW ky er ne Cr ea ee 


ta 
wn 
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Social, Economic and Political Problems and Christian Action (continued) 
aS» aconomic and Political Problems and Christian Action 


French Christians launch joint peace initiative ......+s-+.+.e8-. 

WCC team meets with national leaders of pontifical commission on 
JUEGICE dad Pebce Wyo Wine! eee Ra Oa e RIAL a bho ae, Sb ele 

NAcloOnal institute on dockal Vimsies ate) ea unk abs le ael le 


Theology 


WCC's World Mission director addresses Presbyterian convocation... 


Study reveals increasing lay interest in theology .......e-s+e-s 
Dr. Blake warns against excess faith in rationalism. .....++.-s 
First ecumenical consultation on practical theology is held .... . 
N.Z. Presbyterian educator may face heresy charges. . ......se- 
avaido. of Bishops act ©: on “criaise ier Salen ee oe eee xeece Risley 
Noted Roman Catholic theologian defends Luther's doctrine ...... 
Evaluation of Lutheran/Reformed dialogue is scheduled ......46-. 
New Zealander cleared of heresy charges .): 1 ss 2 ees es @ #8 
Co-operative theological education marks new gains in California. . . 
Interconfessional night school enrols 430 students. . ....+.«s-. 
First Lutheran/Roman Catholic talks agree om core of the Gospel... 
Relevance of theology to life concerns South African teachers .... 
Roman Catholic theologians visit: Russia. . «ss sees ee eh ee 8 


Women and Children 


Church of England finds "time not right" for decision on women priests. 


British poll shows majority favour ordination of women. ....... 
NCG women’s agency elécts four Catholics.) -s04) «siecle ee ee eels 
Seating of women approved by Episcopal House of Bishops ....+.+-«. - 
Episcopal women vote $2% million for urban crisis 1... ...-+ «+s 
700 women seek 40 places in Mindolo homemaking course . ...+ +. « 


“Youth and Students. 


Methodist students vote to join U.S. ecumenical body. ......2.2-s 
New focus for youth exchange debated at Paris consultation. ..... 
German students protest against government support of apartheid... 
Young people discuss commitment at second Taizé gathering ...... 
London Cathedral replaces sermon with dialogue. ......+. +6. 
Less talk, more action on economic justice is goal of Europe's youth 

GECTOCATLCR Soy eles we lal We ce a en er Ol Seine 6 Maat a ee ey Rieck 
Seminarians join others in surrendering draft cards .......06-. 
‘Young Australians to build home for Aborigines. .......2 eee 
German Protestant Student Movement divides along national boundaries. 
German Student groups forbidden to use Kaiser Wilhelm's Church... . 
Anglican Church backs lower age for WACTABRE seh ee et 8 ake ee 
German bishop calls for look at:political commitment. ........ 
Churchmen cite 'frightening' rise in use of drugs ......s ees 


° 
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